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Journal gf /& ma/? rerharlahh Occurrentu in QueSbc, from tht \j^th of 
Novemhr, 1775, to 'tht fib of May, 1776. Bj an Officer of the Garrifon* 



AFTER the rebels had furprifed 
and taken Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, they made no fecret 
of their intention to penetrate as far 
' into v Canada, thatfeafon, as poffible* * 
They openly declared it in Albany in 
the month of May. Timorous people, 
among thofe who knew with what fa- 
cility they traverfe woods in their 
hunting parties, began to entertain 
fears that they might attempt to fend 
a force againft Quebec, by the way 
of Kennebek and Chaudiere'Rivers, 
and by Connecticut and St. Francis, 
whilft General Carleton with the 
troops were employed towards Mont- 
real. They recollected that fufpefted 
perfons had been fent in the winter 
from Cafco Bay by Kennebek to this 
place, and it was reported early in Aim- 
mer that armed men from New-Eng- 
land, or Nova Scotia, hadpatroled in 
the parifhes below Point Levy for fome 
days, and had fuddenly difappeared: 
thefe matters greatly alarmed fome 
people, though the greateft part of 
the town looked on an expedition 1 of 
that nature as chimerical, yet a guard 
was pofted at St. Egan to give notice 
of the approach of an enemy, in cafe 
that the rebel woodfmen might medi- 
tate a furprife. 

The fuccefs of the rebels * under 
Mr. Montgomery induced many people 



in Qjebec to fhew their fentiments, 
and, indeed, to aft as if they wifhed 
ho opposition might be made againft 
the rebel forces ; a thoufand different 
intimidating reports were induftri- 
oufly fpread abroad concerning their 
numbers-^-our enemies within the 
walls catched every favourable op- 
portunity to work on the minds of 
luch Engtifh and French men as were 
not confirmed in their principles. — 
They fpoke to ,their fears.—** Our 
force, faid they, is nothing ; theirs is 
great, and grows daily— Be wife and 
remain nedter, that you may fecure 
good treatment from thofe who will 
undoubtedly take the town fooner or 
later. — Why fuffer our property to be 
deftroyed ! if we attempt to hohf out, 
Our ruin is unavoidable ; let's think 
of terms of capitulation, and banilh 
all Quixote fchemes of defence. 

The Republican method of calling 
town*-meetings was adopted : in thefe 
noify aflembnes the mafk was thrown 
off; there one could perceive who 
were, and who were not, the friends 
of Government; if report (peaks 
truth, fome of the town's folks had 
articles of capitulation ready to lay 
before the pedple at one of thole 
meetings, after it was known that 
Arnold was on his march from Cam- 
bridge, by way of Kennebek, with 
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•fifteen hundred chofen men, to attack 
Quebec : this was about the end of 
October; then our Liutenant-gover- 
nor was indefatigable in putting the 
town in a proper pofture of defence. 
The Englifh and French militia 
mounted guards regularly, and feemed 
willing tp.<l° the dutyofJpldicrS ft far. 

On the^d|o3TNoveij^b<|rjwfr$ learned 
that a ftrong body of the rebels wese 
not fa& fremf O^&ci: indttlfat jhje 
Canadians Tiring *o*n die *CKau3iere 
did not in the leaft oppofe their 
march. The Lieutenant-governor 
ordered all canoes, boats, &c. to be 
brought off from the oppofite more 
'and from the Ifland of Orleans, * On 
the 8th of November a boat from the 
floop of war the Hunter was fired cur, 
and the Captain's brother [Mr- 
M'Kenzie, a Midihipman) was taken 
prifonpr in attempting to fwim off to 
her, as fhe lay near Colonel Cald- 
well's Mill, at Point Levy ; next 
day the Hunter battered the mill, 
where a great body of the rebels was 
lodged. Colonel Maclean arrived on 
the 1 2th from Sorrel. On the 13th, 
in the night, Arnold croffed the river 
St. Lawrence, and landed at WW's 
Cove with' the greateft part of his 
force. On the 14th a body of men 
appeared on the plains of Abraham', 
within 800 yards of the walls, and 
huzza'd thrice ; we anfwered them 
with three chears, and fired fome 
grape-mot among them; they did 
not wait for a fecond falute. 

On the 19th, to the unfpeakable 
joy of the garrifon, General Carlecon 
arrived from Montreal, in the Fell 
armed fhip, in company with an 
armed fchooner ; at this time the re- 
bels had retired to Pointe aux Trem- 
bles, feven leagues above Quebec ; 
we faw our fafety in his prefence. 
On the 22d a moft acceptable Pro- 
clamation was iffued by General 
Carleton, which' commanded all per* 
ions not willing to defend the town 
to the lafl to depart in four days. 

We had rank rebels in our militia 



at that time ; this Proclamation, & 
agreeable to the friends of Govern- 
ment and good order, gave them 
much ftrength ; from that moment 
good things were augured. 

When the rebels appeared before 
the town, the ftrength of the garrifon 
was as follows : 
Colonel M'Lean with his Royal 

emigrants, and Capt. Owen's 

' fuzileers ■ 

Britifti militia — *- — 

Canadian militia _ 

Seamen on fhore with Captain 

M'Kenzie — 



200 

500 
480 



Recruits, emigrants from New- 
foundland — . '*— 
Artificers from Newfoundland 



24 

90 

32 



Number in garrifon 14th Nov. 1126 

Many people about this time recol- 
lected with regret, the inflammatory 
language they had ufe4> a t the pub- 
lic meetings called to confult about 
meafures, to procure a repeal of the 
Quebec Aft. After having drawn the 
moft hideous pictures of the diftrefles 
that would be entailed on the Cana- 
dians and their pofterity, could they 
wonder that thefe people would not 
oppofe their New-England friends, 
who had come with an avowed inten- 
tion to give them freedom, by forcing 
a repeal of that Aft which was to 
render them the moft miferable ab- 
jeft flaves. 

The agents for the Congrefs faw 
with joy the difpofitions of the Cana- 
dians ; they faw* that no oppofition 
would be made by the natives of Ca- 
nada to any meafures the Coagrefs 
fhould think fit to adopt to get pof- 
feiiion of the country* The King's 
enemies here reprefented Canada 
as an eafy conqueft, and gave it 
as their opinion, that a handful of 
brave men, fighting for liberty, 
would be fufficient. They made un- 
common efforts in the moft fevere 
feafon. The attachment of the be- 
fieged to the King and his Govern- 
ment 
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njent makes us ftr»ng within the 
walls ; fuch men, under fuch a Ge- 
neral, will do much. 
State of the garrifon of Quebec on the 
firft of December* 
70 RoyaTfuzileers. 
230 Royal emigrants. 

22 Of the artillery, fireworkers, &c, 
330 Britifti militia. 
543 Canadians,- 
400 Seamen. 
50 Mailers and mates of veflels, 
35 Marines. 
120 Artificers, 

i'8oo Men bearing arms. 

The number of fouls within the 
walls computed at five thoufand, 

There is plenty of provifions for 
eight months. Fire-wood, hay, and 
oats are fcarce. 

December 1, 1 775. The country 
is covered with, fnow a foot deep. 
Wind S. • W. raw " weather, with 
fhowers of fnow. The Hunter floop 
and the Fell armed veflel came down 
from Richlieu, and were Ia,id up. 
Reported that 50 of the rebels are 
lodged at Mount's (a tavern, a mile 
well of the town) ; fired fome well 
4ire&ed fhot, and diljodged them. 
Clear weather this evening. 

id. Cloudy; wind at S, W. much 
floating ice in the river. 

Yefterday a habitant of Lorette 
\yas drummed out of town, for hav- 
ing induftrioufly made disheartening 
reports concerning the flrength of the 
rebels, and for advancing ridiculous 
untruths, to inflil fear into the minds 
of the lower clafs. 

Arnold's party, which traverfed 
the woods, were clad in canvas frocks ; 
it was faid in the country that they 
were *vetu en toile ; — the word toile 
was changed to tpje, and the peafants 
trembled at the approach of men 
cafed in fheet-iron. 

The rebels are cantoned from La 
Pointe aux Trembles to Old Lorette, 
and parties of them fcour the roads to 
town to prevent provifions getting in. 



The habitants, as we call the pea- 
fants, feem to be a dafrardty fet ; If 
it is not cowardice that prevents 
them from infilling on going to mar- 
ket, it is a worfe motive. — Would 
they but frown on the rebels, they 
would return from whence they came ; 
but it is faid that they receive them 
with open arms, and call them nor 
fawures freres ; they will fee their 
folly when too late to repair the mif- 
chiefs their pauvres freres will have 
done to them. 

The rebels have prevented a good 
many fupplies from coming up by 
water from below ; and the people of 
La Pointe a la Caille have unloaded 
fome craft deflined for Quebec. This 
fhews the difpofition of the lower pa- 
rifhes. 

3</. Rainy fleeting morning, wind 
N. E. Afternoon, S. W, -clear air, 
freezing. Many people heard guns 
at a diftance. Some peafants fay, 
*' that there is 4500 rebels at Pointe 
aux Trembles — fome came by water, 
and fome by land, and that they have 
many cannon.— They fay that Mr. 
Montgomery heads them." 

4/ A. Wind at W. to-dayw-^it froze 
hard in the night — the rebels are 
lodged in every houfe near the walls. 
Jeremiah Duggan, formerly a hair- 
drefler in this place, has the command 
of 500 Canadians under the title of 
Major. 

5/A. Laft night Jerem, Duggan, 
entered the fuburbsof St. Roc with a 
ftrong party; many Canadians en- 
rolled in the militia were difarmed by 
him. 

Duggan, to ferve .his own pnr- 
pofes, has reported that we are not 
on our guard ; that we may eafily be 
furprifed ; for that he had laid his 
ear 'to Palace-gate, and walked from 
thence to the Carvotree without hav- 
ing been challenged . — It is impoffiblc, 
for our fentrics are very vigilant. — 
Cold to-day. A foldier of the Bri- 
tifti militia was tried by a Regimental 
Court-martial, charged bv a Serjeant 
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for refilling to do his duty.***— Ac* 

quitted. 

Fired feveral {hot at a houfe about 
1200 yards from the walls, behind 
which (it was faid) the enemy were 
ere&ing a battery* 

We get much falfe intelligence : 
our fituation admit* not of lending 
out parties of obfervation. 

ttb. Wind S. W. cold and cloudy. 
In the afternoon came to Palace Coate 
from St. Roc, a woman, who gave 
information that many of the rebels 
were drunk at her houfe: fhe was 
told to inform fuch at chofe to come 
in, that they mould be well treated ; 
four of them came in towards night. 
Small parties of. riflemen came near 
pur walls, concealing themfelves be- 
hind old walls and houfes in, St. Roc, 
firing at our fentries ; we popped at 
one another all day without hurt on 
cither fide, 

7*£, Wind eafterly — cloudy wea- 
ther. The deferters report, that 
€i Mr, Montgomery heads 2000 re^ 
bels, 500 of whom are Canadians.— 
Head-quarters Holland-houfc, two 

miles from, town,: Detachments 

fpread all around, to prevent any 
perfoa from getting to us. They are 
to cannonade and bombard us ; and 
after harraffing us in this way for 
fome days, they are to make a gene- 
ral aflault, and take us. One of the 
deferters ferved formerly in the Roya} 
Americans : he was heard to fay, that 
he knew the ftrength. of Quebec, and 
that it would not be an eafy matter to 
fcale our walls. His officer, after a 
volley of injurious words for endea- 
vouring to difhearten the men, ufed 
him otherwife ill : this determined 
him to hailen his defertion, which 
he had before premeditated. He 
fays he is no Yankey, hut a native of 
good old Ireland. 

$tb. There fell above fix inches of 
fnow laft night ; to-day the wind is 
S. W, the weather clear and cold — 
Riflemen firing as ufual on our fen- 
Jries.— Mr, Montgomery vifited Me- 



huts to-day ; a few minutes after he 
got out of the Cariole, a cannon-ball 
from the walls killed his horfe. 

gib. Wind at Weft ; pleafant, fun-, 
fliine, mild. Various are the reports 
of the enemy's ftrength ; we gather, 
however, that there may be about 
1500 men ; we do not count the Ca- 
nadian rebels ; every Englifhman in 
town looks on them as cyphers ; they 
are only to be dreaded in cafe they 
get the upper hand; \( they do, it 
will be from no exertion of bravery 
on their fide. It is faid the fmall- 
pox is among them— ^-a fatal di (order 
in an American conftitution ; it has 
long raged in town. 

lotb. "Vyind N. E. cloudy and 
very cold. About two o'clock this 
morning we were bombarded from 
St. Roc ; twenty-eight finall fhells. 
were thrown into town, without do- 
ing further damage than hurting the 
roofs of fome houfes. Three-fourths 
of the town had great dread of fhells 
until now, even Ac women laugh at 
them. At day-light we difcovered a 
fafcine battery on an eminence, about 
8000 yards to the S. W. of St. John's 
gate ; we fired many fhot through it. 
As fome of the roofs of the houfes in 
the fuburbs of St. John's intercepted 
our view of the enemy's works, we 
fet fire to thefe houfes, 

1 \tb. Wind ftrong at S. W. with 
rain; ip the night 43 Ihells were 
thrown into town witnont hurting a, 
foul. By the appearance of their bat- 
tery this morning, they have been 
hard at work laft night ; their rifle- 
men kept a conftant firing on our 
fentries. 

About mid- day the wind chopped 
about to S, W. it blew a hurricane 5 
in half an hour the ftreets and ram- 
parts were one continued iheet of ice. 

1 2th. Wind at W, freezing very 
hardl Forty fhells from the rebels 
laft night. The riflemen were very 
bufyin the fuburbs of St. John and 
St. Roc, firing on every one who 
fhowed his head on the walls— <-we had 

one 
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one man mot through the heart. We 
xetumed their fire brifkly, when we 
could difcover any thing to fire .at. 

i3/£, Wind at W. Toft fine wea- 
ther.— -Three {Jiells thrown into town 
lall night damaged two roofs. It is 
reported that the rebels intend to 
build a battery at Point Levy, to play 
on the town from that quarter, and 
that a body of men is lodged in a 
houfe on the oppofite beach. We 
fired a nine-pouuaer from the King's 
wharf; the ball went through the 
houfe ; a number of men run out, 
and made the bell of their way up 
the hill ; they difcharged a volley 
from their mufquets ; the distance is 
near 1200 yards. 

Skulking riflemen in St. Roc 
watching behind walls to kill our 
fentries— Soldiers, indeed !— Some 
of them fired from the cupola of the 
Intendant's Palace; we brought a 
tine-pounder to anfwer them. 

We think four of the rebels have 
been killed to-day, and fome wound- 
ed : we faw them carry off bodies in 
fleighs. 

Our fhells and 32 lb. fhot annoyed 
thofe who were at work on their bat- 
teries. 

14A&. No fhells thrown into town 
laft night-*— fome fnow fell— mild 
low'ring weather— wind at W. We 
fent many foots through their battery 
to-day. At mid-day it was opened 
with five cannon, fix, nine, and 
twelve-pounders : their fhot made no 
impreffion on our walls, and no man- 
ner of hurt was done in town. 

15/^. Mild weather with eaflerly 
wind. Every thin£ remained very 
quiet laft night ; they gave us a fhot 
now and then from their battery. 
About nine o'clock two men in blan- 
ket coats, with a drummer before 
them, approached the walls; they 
carried a bit of white linen on the 
tnd pf a flick : we allowed them to 
come near ; they told our fentry that 
they wanted admittance into town, 
having letters for the Governor, A 



meffage was fent to the General ; jiis 
Excellency anfwered, that they could 
not be admitted, neither would he 
receive any letter from them; that 
he would have no kind of parle or 
communication with rebels. They 
went off faying, " Then let him be 
anfwerable for all the confluences 
that may arrive in future," 

Towards evening they began to 
fire again from their battery— there 
was no firing in the night, nor did 
they throw any fhells. We kept up 
a iftry hot Are on their battery tc^- 
day ; we can perceive that the fa- 
fcines are cut to atoms. 

i6/£. A fine mild day with a S. W. 
wind. They have not fired frpn> 
their battery this morning ; we ima- 
gine we may have difabled fome of 
their guns. 

Afternoon. They open on us again 
with three guns; they threw fome 
fmall fhells into town ; we had three 
men wounded to-day from a garret 
window in St. Roc ; we threw fome 
fhells into St. Roc. 

17/J&. It blew hard and fnowed in 
the night, with an eafterly wind, 
dark and cold. About four o'clock 
this morning, a fentry behind tLe ar- 
tillery barracks alarmed the guard at 
Palace-gate ; he averred that he had 
feen above fix hundred men in the 
ftreets of St. Roc — the drums were 
ordered to beat to arms ; every man 
made halte to his alarm-poft, and 
there remained until day-light, but 
no enemy appeared to attack us. — > 
They muft be alert indeed if they 
take us by furprife; the voluntary 
picquets in the upper and in the lower 
towns are very ftrong. No firing 
from the enemy's battery to-day. 

i8/£. Wind at S. with fnow, and 
a mild air. Some fhells were thrown 
in to-day, and we threw fome into St, 
Roc's : very few of the enemy feen 
any where to-day. A man was fhot 
through the head from St. Roc; 
would it were deftroyed ; it {erves as 
aiecure cover to the rebels. 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 6 ) 



igtfr. Laft night our fhells fet fire 
to St. Roc, and burnt four hoafes — 
mild weather, wind at S. with fnow. 
We fired on fome men fkulking 
among the houfes in St. John's fu- 
tures at dark ; they fire at random 
wherever they hear a noife on the 
yamparts. 

Afternoon. Wind S. W.— cold 
weather. 

zoth. Wind very cold at weft : no r 
thing remarkable happened to-day. 
In fuch weather one's' finews are ftifF 
with cole?, every fenfe is benumbed : 
it is impoflible to accomplifh any de- 
tfgn where activity is requifite. 

The people in town put a threat 
in Mr. Montgomery's mouth ; it is 
laid that he told his men, that he 
will dine in Quebec, or in Hell, on 
Chriftmas-day. We are determined, 
fays every body, that he fhall not dine 
litre, nnlefs he is aprifoner among us. 

A Quebecer, a prifoner with the 
rebels, found means to convey a let- 
ter into town : he writes, " that 

the Canadian rebels leave Mr. Mont- 
gomery very faft, and that his own 
people are quite tired of the expedi- 
tion." Not fo in town, there's a 
very confpicuous martial fpirit among 
us; if they attack us,, we will make 
a brave defence; fo we think the 
quantity of ice and fnow lying in the 
way leading to what we reckoned the 
weakefi: places, renders them atpre- 
fent exceeding ftrong. 

217?. Wind W. N. W. exceflively 
cold. Nothing has happened worth 
noting. 

j 2zd. Wind V. S. W. intenfely 
cold. Colonel Caldwell's clerk, who 
has been a prifoner with the rebels for 
fome days, efcaped from them, and 
brought a deferter along with him. , 

23^. Cold in the morning ; at 
noon very mild, with a S. W. wind. 
Col. Caldwell's clerk reports, thr.t 
" the rebels are to ftorm the town 
this night. He has hitherto found 
it difficult to inftil,a certain fbldier- 
likc braver/ into his raw troops al- 



though they are larded with Euro* 
peans — although he has promifed 
them plunder to the amount of 800 
dollars each man. The people from 
the old countries fay the Americans 
fhould lead ; the Americans cede that 
honour to the Europeans. They 
have 500 fcaling-ladders prepared ; 
they are made in a very clumfy man-r 
ner." 

How can they think to pafs the 
ditch, weighed down with fuch bur- 
thens, and wading in fnow in the 
face of our fire ! They report the ene- 
my to be about 2000, flckly ; — the 
fmall-pox is among them. A man, 
of ours killed from St. Roc to-day. 

24/A. Cloudy weather, wind N. E. 
Above a thoufand men were under 
arms, expecting an attack in confe- 
quence of the clerk's report, but 
every thing remained quiet. A de- 
ferter (formerly of the 28th regiment) 
came towards St. John's-gate, fired 
his mufquet in the air, clubbed it, 
and begged to be let in — ropes were 
let down, and he was pulled up. He 
fays the intended attack is deferred 
on account of Mr. Wolf, the clerk, 
his efcape, and that they will at- 
tempt to florm us to-night, if his 
efcape does not prevent them. 

25^. Mild day, wind at S. W. — » 
Laft night every thing was remark- 
ably quiet. Many fignals by fire 
were feen all over the country — we 
fuppofe from guard to guard. Two 
thirds of the garrifon lay on their 
arms, expecting, and ardently will- 
ing for the long threatened attack ; 
but day-lrght came, and no attack 
was made. —It is faid, that the re- 
bels offer paper money to the pea- 
fants, who decline taking it before 
"Quebec is in their hands. General 
Carleton, and fuch gentlemen in the 
upper town as are not on duty, ficep 
at the Recollettsin their cloaths. In 
the lower town alfo they have" a like 
voluntary picquer. 

zGfh. Liifl night was clear, and in- 
conceivably cold ; the wind is N. W. 

to-day. 
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.to-day, freezing beyond expreffion. 
No man can handle his arms in this 
weather, nor is it poffible to fcale 
walls. 

z-jth. Hazy cloudy night, the laft, 
the wind at W. N. W. this morning 
with fnow. 

z%tb» The weather was clear and 
mild in the night. The wind is foft 
at S. W. to-day. 

29/J&. Laft night the weather was 
clear, — no alarm : this morning is fe- 
xene, with funmine— we get no in- 
telligence from the country. We 
perceive the rebels eroding the far 
end of the ftreet, well in St. Roc, 
three and four at a time ; many of 
thenvhave the uniform of the Sth and 
26th regiments^ 

30/^. Wind weflerly, very mild. 
In the night a defer ter came in from 
the rebels; he reports, that ** the 
army under Mr. Montgomery amounts 
to between two and three thoufand 
jaien, including Canadians; that 
they have been newly cloathed, and 
are moil plentifully fupplied by the 
country people, who are paid in hard 
incmey. They have got (hells lately 
from Montreal. The fmaJl-pox rages 
among them. The whole army was 
aflembled at head-quarters, by the 
General's orders lately : — it was 
given out that they were to attack the 
town that night. Mr. Montgomery 
made a fpeech to them ; he thanked 
them for the noble fpirit they had hi- 
therto fhewn, and the zeal they had 
difcovered in the glorious caufe of 
liberty. He informed them that fome 
circum (lances had made it recefTary 
to put off the attack for that night, 
but that he would foon afk them to 
follow him to an eafy conqucft. The 
Americans exprefftd an ardent deilre 
to proceed immediately.'* The de- 
ferter's own opinion is, that they 
will flinch whenever they come within 
reach of our guns. He " fays all the 
©Id country people wifh to be at 



home ; they are not at all fond of at* 
tacking the town ; they wifh not to 
be aiding in diftrefling their country- 
men ; they did imagine they were to 
attack a parcel of Canadian flaves, 
profefled enemies of the colonics. " 

They threw thirty fhells into town, 
one third of them did not buri}, the 
reft did no damage. He warns us to 
be on our guard, for that we (hall be 
attacked the firft dark night. 

3 \ft. About four o'clock this 
morning, Captain Malcolm Frafer, 
of Colonel Maclean's regiment, in 
going his rounds, perceived fignals 
not tar from St. John's-gate ; and 
linding the weather fuch as the enemy 
vvimed for, by the laft deferter's re- 
port, he alarmed the guards and pic- 
quets, who (lood to their arms; all 
the fentrles between Cape Diamond 
and Palace-gate faw many and re- 
peated flafhes like lightning; on the 
heighths of Abraham lights like lan- 
thorns were placed on poles at regu- 
lar diftances. Two rockets were 
thrown up from the foot of Cape 
Diamond, and immediately a hot fire 
was kept up on thofe who lined the 
walls at that place, and a body of 
men were feen in St. John's fuburbs ; 
from the flames of the enemy's firing 
we perceived they were liii behind 
a bank of mow ; however we returned 
their fire,, directed by their dailies ; 
during this (harp mufquetry, the 
drums were beating to arms, the 
bells rang the alarm, and in Iefs than 
tenminutes, e\ery man in the gar- 
rifon was under anus at his alarm- 
poll ; even old men upwards of 70 
were feei\ forward to oppoie the re- 
bels. Colonel Maclean detached a 
party of the Britiih militia, under 
Colonel Caldwell, to reinforce Cape 
Diamond; there he wasito make the 
difpofition of tup men, and return to 
the parade. 

Mr. Montgomery, with 900 of the 
bell men attacked at * Fres de Ville, 



• A ftrong poft at the fouthern extremity of the Lower Town, 
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And Arnold, With ?oo chofen fellows, 
attacked at * Saut au Matelot. The 
attack at Cape Diamond, the parade 
of men (Canadians it is faid) near 
St. John Vgate, with a bombardment 
from St. Roc's, were intended to 
draw off our attention from the Lower 
Town, where the rebels were to 
make the real attacks. 

Our guard at Pres de Ville had 
feen the flames, every man was polled 
before the alarm was given ; the 
gunners, with lighted matches, wait- 
ed for the word of command. Cap- 
tain Barnsfair, who commanded the 
battery, coolly waited the near ap- 
proach of the enemy ; he faw a group 
advancing ; they flopped within 50 
yards of our guns; there they feemed 
in confultation; at lall they rulhed 
forward to their deftru&ion, for our 
grape- fhot mowed diem down ; groans 
and cries were heard, but not a foul 
was to be feen ; however, we kept 
fweeping the road with our guns and 
mufquetry for forae time. At the 
other end of the town Mr. Arnold 
was wounded in the leg 9 in palling 
the picquets behind the Hotel Dieu, 
from whence a fhower of balls was 
poured on his party in their way to 
the Saut au Matelot j he was fent 
difabled to the General Hofpital; 
the officers under him forced, our 
guard, and made us retreat to a bar- 
rier about two hundred yards nearer 
the center of the Lower Town ; there 
we made a (land, returning a briflc 
fire, which the erjemy, under cover 
of houfes* poured on us. 

General Carletcn, experienced in 
military aifairs, faw the advantage* 
the rebels gave us over them ; he im- 
proved it, and fent Captain Laws 
out at Palace-gate, with a detachment 
of the troof s to take the enemy in 
rear ; and Colonel Maclean ordered 
Captain Macdougal to fupport him 
with a party, and to keep pofleffion 
of the poll we had abandoned. 



8 ) 

Majoi* Kaifne of the Royal Emi- 
grants, and Monfieur Dembourges of 
the fame corps, by their gallant be- 
haviour attracted the notice of every 
body. The General ordered them, 
with a ftrong detachment to the fup- 
port of thole already engaged in the 
Lower Town . Thefe two gentlemen 
mounted by ladders, and took pof- 
feifion of a houfe with fixed bayonets*, 
which the rebels had already entered, 
and thus fecured a poll which Over- 
looked a ftrong battery on Lymbur- 
ners wharf* and commanded a prin* 
cipal ftreet. 

The regular troops, the militia, 
the feamen, in lhort> every perfon 
bearing arms marched chearfully, 
led on by their officers, They placed 
the greateft confidence in the Gene- 
ral's knowledge, and they advanced 
fecure of victory. Colonel Maclean, 
the fecond in command, with that 
coolnels which cLiltinguifhqs the good 
fdldier, had his eye every where, to 
prevent the ptogrefs of the attackers j 
his indefatigability fince he arrived- in 
Quebec merits much praife ; no mart 
could do more for the good of the 
fervice ; every power of his was ex- 
erted, efpecially on this* day. Colo* 
nel Caldwell took infinite pains with 
the Britiih militia; by his good ex- 
ample he made that corps emulous 
to appear where danger made their 
prelence mofr. neceflary. 

The feamen were under the ftriftelt 
difcipline; Colonel Hamilton and 
Major M*Kenzie headed the brave 
fellows, who behaved as they do on 
all occasions, like Britiih tars. Thd 
handful of Royal Fuzileers, com- 
manded by Captain Owen, *diftin~ 
guilhed themfelves, and the Royal 
Emigrants behaved like veterans; 
The French militia ihewed no back- 
wardnefs ; * handful of them ftood 
the lall at Saut au Matelot ; over- 
come by numbers, they were obliged 
to retreat to the barrier. 



• A battery and guard-houfe at the northern extremity of the Lower Town. 
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As the General had fbrefeen the 
fartee, made the victory our», we 
hemmed the rebels in on all fides : 
they called for quarter, and we made 
prisoners, 

i Lieutenant-colonel, " 

2 Majors, 

8 Captains, 
15 Lieutenants, I not 

j ,Adjutant, (wounded. 

j Quarter-mailer, 

4 Volunteers, 
350 Rank and rile, 
44 Officers- and foldiew, wounded. 

426 taken. 

The flower of* the rebel army fell 
into our hands \ we have reafon to 
think that a great number were killed 
and wounded. 

• The prifoners fey, that if Mr. 
Montgomery had attacked with the 
expected refolution we fhould have 
loft the Lower Town. Little know 
they of the fituation of Pres de Ville ; 
after the Lower Town is taken, it 
remains commanded by the Upper 
Town. 

liberty er J)uth y was wrote m 
flips of paper, and pinned to their 
<aps. 

We loft Captain Anderfon, for- 
merly a Lieutenant ift the navv; 5 
private killed , and two private 
wounded. 

We took at St, Roc's two brafs 
three-pounders, two royals, three 
-howitzer*, and fome fmall (hells. 

January \ft, 1776. A very great 
fnow fell laft night ; the whole gar- 
rifon lay on their arms, but every 
thing remained ouief. The bodies 
that lay outfide of Pres de Ville were 
brought in, thirteen in number. 
Two deferters from rhf enemy to- 
day, report that Mr. Montgomery 
U miffing ; the dead bodies have been 
examined, ark^his, M'Pherfon's (his 
Aid-de-camp) and Captain Cheefe, 
man's, are found amongft them. 
Jvlonfour Lanaudkrc was ordered to 

Vol. VI. 
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accompany Mr. Meigs, one of the 
prifoners called Major, to the head- 
quarters of the enemy, to demand the 
cloaths, &c. of thefc unfortunate men ; 
but by hints given to him by fome Ca- 
nadians at the end of St. Roc, he 
thought it prudent to return to town* 
The whole force of the rebels was col- 
lected between their advanced guard* 
houfe and Menuts. Many Canadians 
had joined them in hopes of plunder. 
A genteel coffin is ordered by the 
Lieutenant governor for the body of 
Mr. Montgomery. 

z/. All the laft night an inceflant 
-fire was kept up from our walls oil 
the rebels at the end of St. Roc. 

The people of Beaupon and the 
-adjacent pariihes actually believed that 
the Lower Town was in pofteffion of 
the rebels. A volunteer comes from 
thence over the ice to Saut au Ms> 
telot; he was amased to find him- 
ielf made a prifoner. Mr. Mfeigt 
went out to-day On his parole to fetch 
m the prifoners baggage, &c. 

id Soft cloudy weather. Shot and 
■ihells thrown into St. Roc's. Many 
of the prifoners, officers and men, 
have been inoculated. 

4th* There was no difturbance in 
the night.— Soft drizzly weather to- 
day, wind at S, W, Captain An- 
derfon buried with all the honours of 
war, Mr. Montgomery interred pri- 
vately. 

5/*. WJnd S f W. with a great 
thaw. Making additions to the works 
at Sant au Matejot. Firing heard to- 
wards St. Foix. Mr. Meigs; returned 
with the baggage in part. 

6tk. Wind N. W. It began to 
freeze early this mornm^-i-as the fun 
rofe the cold enereafed, 

?tk. Wind at W. very cold. We 
found fome of the St. Roc people 
fhulking there to-day ; they are con* 
fined on fufpicion of having been aid- 
ing and affifHng the rebels. 

It is reported in town, that the 
country people were told, the day af- 
ter the attack, that the Royaltfts were 
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beaten out of the "^ower Town, 600 
of us had been killed, and that they 
had loft but r$ men, and that Gene- 
ral Montgomery was gone through 
the woods to Bofton for a reinforce- 
ment. „ ■ 

Ninety-rfour of the prifoners, all 
Europeans have petitioned to be en- 
lifted in Colonel Maclean's- corps of 
Royal emigrants. 

%tb. Wind at N, E. cloudy, raw, 
blowing weather. The ninety^fopr 
men who petitioned to be enlifted into 
mVMajefty's fervice, fay that their 
engagements with the rebel party 
endedonthe 31ft of December. Ber- 
forethey were fuftered to take the 
oath, they were told, that if they 
had determined to enlift only to pror 
cure liberty, they were wrong, and 
if they now repented of their 1 inten- 
tion, they fhould neverthelefs be well 
treated : they all faid they would 
ferve the King until the firft of June, 
and they took the oaths accordingly. 
Some people think that they will ajl 
run away. 

gtb. Wind N- E* foft fnowy wea r 
ther. There fell a very great quan- 
tity of fnow before the morning. 

loth; Wind W. N. W. very cold. 
Laft njght. a great many flafhes were 
feen ; the guards, on that account, 
were doubly watchful, as an attack 
was apprehended. They chofe to at- 
tack us the firft time, in like weather,; 
-the fnow drifted much*;' many people 
walked in the ftreets this morning oa 
fnow fhoes, and fome folks dug them- 
felves out of their houfes, the fnow 
having filled up their doors. 

wtb.' Wind W. by N. very cold 
and yery clear. It drifted in the af- 
ternoon, encreafmg fo as to fill the 
ftreets. ' Laft night rockets were 
thrown at the General Hofpital, St. 
Foix, Beauport, and round to St. 
.Roc. Some ftragglers fired from the 
houfes in St. Roc on our fentries. A 
great gun which bore that way fent 
them off. 

Two Recollets conducted, to Point 



Levy fome Canadian*who had found 
means to get into town after the 31ft 
of December. They were let loof« 
to tell their own ftory concerning our 
ftrength, and the good condition of 
our works. 

izth. Wind S. W. fine morning ; 
afternoon dirty ; nothing remarkable. 

13^. Bad weather laft night, pa- 
lace-gate was opened, and a party 
went out to oover^the people who went 
in queft of fire-wood ; a great quan- 
tity was brought in to-day. About 
nine o'clock at night, falfe. fires were 
feen at the end of St. Roc. 

14/^. Nothing extraordinary hap- 
pened the laft night. The wind is at 
>W. to-day ; " the cold exceflive. Some 
people think they have difcovered a 
fafcine battery at the end of die Ge T 
neral Hofpital. . 

" \$tb. It froz^very hard laft night ; 
wind S. W. to T day, blowing, driftr. 
ing, cold weather.. A report (which 
cannot be traced) prevails m town. 
The people of Montreal refufed to 
comply with fome oppreflive order • 
which their new mafters had ifTued ; 
and that the Canadians had refufed 
to march with Mr. Woofter to Que- 
bec, after they had heard of Mr. 
Montgomery's death; and the defeat 
of the rebels. 

i6tb. It froze hard in the night; 
a noife of hatchets heard in St Roc. 
A fine mild day. The archives 
brought in from the vaults in the In- 
tendant's Palace to-day. 

17/^. Wind N. E. mild and fnowy, 
A French girl of the town, who had 
been confined by the rebels, on fuf- 
picion that ihe conveyed intelligence 
to Quebec, found means to make her 
efcape from them : fhe fays, that 
«* two hundred of them have defer ted 
.face their defeat, and that they talk 
of making a fecoijd attack with 400Q 
men." 

-_ We imagine -that they cannot have 
above 800 remaining, cpnfidering 
how many we have taken, the num- 
ber killed, and the numbers that haye 
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left them* If they depend on the 
habitants they trnft to a rotten fup- 
port — we in town count the peafants 
as nought on the fides of the rebels* 
The girl informs us, that the Cana- 
dians whom the Recollets landed at 
Point Levy had got to the rebels 
camp. 
. i8/£. Wind S. V W. but cold. 

In honour of her Majefty, our gra- 
cious Queen, a royal falute was hred 
round the ramparts. 

Palace-gate was opened, and much 
wood was got in from St. Roc. 

A mill wrought by horfes was fet 
a going to-day. It makes excellent 
flower, and grinds three bufhel per 
hour. 

19^. Cold clear wefterly wind, 
j Mr. Motte, a Captain in the rebel 
army, efcorted five baggage jleigha 
to Palace-gate ; he had in his hand 
what they call a flag of truce, a 
handkerchief, or any thing white, 
tied to a fhort flick, held up to pre- 
vent firing : he brought fome money 
to the prifoners. 

- About nine o'clock at night we 
perceived a houfe in St. Roc on fire ; . 
burnt to the ground ; we know not 
if it took by accident, or was fet on 
fire by the rebels. 

20/£. Wind S. W. with mowers of 
foft fnow. The enemy's advanced 
guard-houfe, at the end of St. Roc, 
is fituated at the foot of a high fteep 
bank ; it is covered by many houfes ; 
we threw fhells, and fired many ihot 
at it to-day; we faw a number of 
them take place; fix houfes were 
burnt in St. Roc laft, night; they 
were fet on fire at ten at night ; there 
is now no doubt but. the rebels burn 
them. 

21/?. Wind S.W. mild with (how. 
Three of the late engaged men de- 
ferted laft night. If their report to 
the rebels ihail be juft, they will have 
but little defire to attack us a fecond 
time. 

About ten o'clock at night, a fmall 
floop, that lay within 300 yards of. 



Palace-gate, Was 'fan in a blate; 
many fmall craft lay near her, but no 
further damage was done. There is 
at lead fix fentries who have that foot 
in view, but it is impoffible to dif- 
cover a angle pcrfon crawling along on 
hands and feet ; this is their method ; 
they fire a flow match placed among 
combuitibks, and crawl away again. 

We got in a great deal of wood 
to-day. 

22J. Wind N. E. drifty, cloudy, 
not cold. About two this morning 
fome houfes in St. Roc were fet on 
fire. 

A quantity of rum and molafTes 
has lain in Mr. Drummond's diflillery 
until now ; part of it was got in to-day 
—the fire may fpread that way. 

23*/. S. W. wind, mild. weather. 
The covering party had a brafs field- 
piece out to-day ; much fire-wood , 
was brought in ; J 4 houfes were con- 
fumed by fire in St Roc; the great 
blaze gave light in every ftreet and 
narrow alley in town— the reflection 
of the fire on the clouds, loaded with 
fnow, communicated an orange co- 
lour to the fnow on the tops of the 
houfes. The flillnefs of the night, 
and the crackling of the fire, made 
the fcene pleafingly awful. To look 
into the country, there hung a ma- 
jeflic gloom over all the adjacent vil- 
lages. 

The rebels are doing what we 
fhould have long fince done ; but the 
General was averfe to hurt indi- 
viduals; he endeavoured to fave the 
property of the poor people of St. 
Roc. They think if thefe houfes are 
burnt, we muft furrender for want of 
wood ; but if they conflder how many 
wooden buildings are in town, they 
would fee how vain that hope is. 

24/A. Mild fine weather, wind 
S.W. Firing at the guard-houfe in 
St. Roc. Rum and molafles brought 
into town. 

A guard of 18 men, polled in a 
houfe in St. Roc, near Palace-gate ; 
this guard is to be continued every 
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flight, to prevent thefe burning par- 
ties from paling towards the Cano- 
trec. Houfes burns at the weft ead 
of St. Roc. 

2$tb. Wind S. W. clear and mild 
weather. A ftrong covering party, 
with a brafc field-piece, a fix-pounder, 
protected the wood cutters. 

General Carkton reconnoitred at> 
ike end 'of St. Roc * he advanced, 
with Colonel Maclean attending him, 
within a mniquet-ftiot of the enemy's 
guard^honfe ; we know not his in- 
tention, bat we imagine, that if the 
wheels of the field- piece had not fhftk 
in tie fnow, a good account had 
been given of their gnard-houfe — the 
rebels kept cIofe-*-we &w three fmalt 
parties, from ten to* fourteen m each, 
advancing from Menot's and the Ge- 
neral Horpkal; they joined their 
guard; and there faut themfelve* tfp. 
Qnr mot and (hells froi* town dt* 
fturbed them not a little. 

To-day, and for many day* paft, 
we have (eeft numbers of fteighs pafe 
on the ice from Orleans towards the 
Ganardiere, loaded* We fnppofe 
they carry provifions to the mag*.* 
zines. There wa* a veftel driven on- 
ihore on Orleans feft fell, loaded with 
rum and melafles; perhaps they are 
carrying her cargo off. 

%btb. Easterly wind, wi& a lkOe 
fnow, mild air, heavy fky. A re** 
port prevails to-day, that Mr. Du- 
mont, wIkv left the town to be fa#e 
in the country, was plundered at 
Gharteoonrg ; it is not faid whether by 
Canadian or New-England rebels*^ 
and k is added that one Larche, who 
forfook his houfe hi St. Roc, we* 
killed defending his property from 
the like attempts at Beauport. 

27/*. Wind S» W. very odd. The 
party covering the woodcutters have 
a brafa field^piece, fixed on runners. 
zBtb. Wind S* W. exceffively cold; 
nothing remarkable. 

29/*. Wind weft, clear and in- 
iatenfely cold. It froze exceedingly 
hard laft night; if this weather con* 



tinues but a few da)s, it is to be 
feared that the river will freeze up, 
an event that would double our duty, 
as fbldiers, as ftrong guards, in that 
cafe, muft be placed in many parts of 
the Lower Town. 

ao/£. Eafterly and cold morning. 
High wind* with fnow in the even- 
ing, weather milder. Some houfes 
weft end of St. Roc burnt. 

%\fl. Eaftwind, dark and foft.— * 
Getting wood in to-day— four men 
on fnow fhocs fired on our party at a 
great diftanee ; as foon as they faw 
die flafh o£ a gun from our walls, 
they tumbled down in the fnow, got 
up and inade off in great ha#e.— 
. Houfes weft end of St. Roc on hrt at. 
nine at night. . 

February 1. told, blowing, with 
drift. A few men, from tneir guard- 
honfe, need 1 on our wood party ; we 
returned their fire* we were at too- 
great diftanee to hurt each other. 

An English- woman had leave tor 
join her huiband m the counrry j the 
rebels flopped her, and made her re~ 
torn r fhe faw no one at their guard* 
honfe whofpoke Englirtw 

id. Clear and cold, with a weft 
wind. Wood got in to-day; m the 
night, a houfe quite, at the N. W. 
end of St. Roc was burnt. 

yd. Wind W/ exceflively cold. 
A covered wood party out* Some of . 
the rebel* covered by fences, &£. 
fixing on our men ; a- fhelf fent av 
wards their guard-hiouie made them 
retire precipitately. In the night, a 
fm*U party of the enemy were dtfco- 
-vened ftealwfg cautionfly along, clofe 
to the walls of the houfes in St: Roc, 
in the defign, no doubt, to pafs our 
out-guard, and fire the houfes beyond 
them. The eagemeis of the out- 
picquet feo forround them made them; 
appear so teeny and the rebels tamp- 
ered away. 

$tb. Wind W„ clear and cold; 
By the appearance of the river, it ia 
probable that ir is frozen over At the 
Claudiere, fix mile* above. 
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* 5*i. Wind W. milder than yef- 
terday, with fqualls> a drcnmftance 
againft the freezing over of the river. 
6th. Wind high at W. with drift. 
Three of Colonel Maclean's new re- 
cruits deferted- laft night. They 
dropped themfelves over the wall be- 
hind the artillery barracks, there is a 
bank of foft fnow facing a declivity 
of 30 feet to the ftreet below — 
they Aid down the face of that deep 
into St. Roc. If the fentry had done 
hit duty, who was polled not thirty 
feet from the place they dropped 
from, they could not have efcaped; 
three of the fame people are confined 
for hinting their intention to follow 
them. 

jtb. Wind S. W. clear and.xold. 
Laft night we diicovered fire at the well 
end of St. John's fuburbs, three boufes 
were there con fumed. There is a 
great quantity of cord wood that we 
may eaiily get from thence. The ene- 
my's' old battery commands theft fu- 
burbs j ibme people fay they faw 
light in it laft night, and armed men 
at the end of St. John's; our guns 
command that ftreet. 

$t&. The night was quiet. The 
morning is foft and clear. Little or 
no wood to be found now in St. 
Roc's ; the fnow covers the picquets. 
Three men were feen on the ice bend- 
ing their courfe town ward, a party 
from Beauport, on fnow fhoes, in- 
tercepted them, and carried them 
along with them. 

Major Nairtie, with 30 men, 
guarded Su John's fuburbs laft night. 
gtlb. A heavy wind at N. E. with 
much fnow ; the ftbrm hourly increas- 
ed until evening, it bfcw a mere hur- 
ricanes-nobody could hold his face 
againft it a minute* A faalor is mif- 
fing ; if he attempted to defert, he 
mult be loft i« the fnow ; in fprifig 
he may be found under the fnow in 
the ftreet ; in fome places it has drift- 
ed 30 feet high 4 

10th. Wind ftlll at N, E, and very 
little moderated 5 the ftreets are ab- 
folutely unpayable in many pkces 



without fnow fhoes. The firft ftoties 
of many houfes are under the fnow; 
the windows of the Second level with 
the ftreet, and ferve as doors. About 
eight at night the wind fell fuddealy 
and it ceafed fnowing. 

nth. Cold wefterry wind. A 
man [the new recruits called hint 
Captain FeltonJ carrying a white 
napkin on a ftick, was allowed ta 
come dofe under the angle aft the two- 
gun battery ; being aiked what he 
wanted, he faid " he had letter* 
from Mr. Abbot and Mr. Schaulk of 
the Royal Artillery for General 
Carleton ;" the fentry told him, that 
the Governor mould be informed of 
his menage. Colonel Maclean was fent 
to tell him to return as he came ; for 
that no letters nor meflage could be 
received through that channel, and 
he was ordered never to attempt a 
parle of this nature for the future. 

1 a/A. Wind S. W. a fine moderate 
day ; great working parties employed 
in clearing the ditch and ramparts of 
fnow; one could walk through the 
embrafures into' the ditch on fnow 
fhoes, although the foot of the wall 
is in thefe places 30 feet below the 
guns, which lay entirely buried. 

13/A. A fine moderate day. All 
the officers and men off duty are on 
fatigue to day. Above a hundred of 
the prisoners are fent fick to the hof- 
pital. 

14/*. Wind at S. W. with fc>e 
weather. Eighty loaded fleighs pa£ 
fing towai>ds Menut's. Two field- 
pieces placed at the door — people paf - 
fing and repaying between that houfe 
and the General Hofpital. Some of 
onr (hot went through Menut's houfe; 
we fired a long time at that object, 
at laft we perceived a man coming 
tewards the town in a cariole, carry- 
ing the old fignal ; he pa/fed their 
guard-houfe, and waved with his 
handkerchief ; we took no notice of 
him, but fired away at Menut's; he 
turned about and went back. Thefe 
people have been repeatedly told not 
toprefume to approach on any pre- 
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tence whatfbever. Perhaps they find old battery, 
Menut's too hot for them, andwifhed 
to remove fomehody or fomething 
from thence, and, in hopes of amuf- 
ingus, fent {his man with his flag* 

Three of the Royal emigrants are 
mifling to-day ; two of -them are of 
the firft raifed, the other is a new re- 
cruit. 

There has been a great ftir among 
the rebels within thefe four and 
twenty hours ; three huzzas were di- 
ftinctly heard laft night from about 
the General Hofpital. This after- 
noon near a hundred people were feen 
at a houfe a little more than a mile 
from St. John's-gaie ; fome have 
fceen feen in their old battery to-day. 
It is imagined that they intend to fee 
fire to St. John's fuburbs. 

. It is fuppofed by fome that they 
have been reinforced from Montreal. 
May be they have had accounts of a 
f&ong reinforcement by way of the 
Lakes, and the news has been receiv- 
ed with three chears ; but if they 
wait for reinforcement by way of the 
Lakes, they will remain too long 
near Quebec for their fafety ; but we 
fhall fee. 

15/^. A darlc lowering morning, 
with a cold wind at N. E. .The fen- 
tries on the walls difcovered light on 
both fides of the ftreet, in St. John's 
fuburbs ; a little while after, the 
flames burft out at the windows, and 
fix houfes were confumed ; we fired 
fome random mot among the houfes; 
not a foul was to be feen. * 

\6th. Wind wefterly, a fine day 
and mild; a very numerous party v 
clearing away the mow from the foot 
of the wall near Cape Diamond ; even 
after this day's labour, ladders of 14 
feet would reach from the top of the 
bank of fnow to the embrafures in 
fome places. About ten o'clock laft 
night the rebels fct fire to two i-eifcls 
lying on the beach at St. Roc, and 
alfo to a houfe in St. John's fuburbs, , 
but neither burnt. In the evening a 
twelve pound mot from the rebels fell 
in St. Louis-ftrect, fome fay from the 



others think frorit * 
weft of St. John's fu-* 



fuard-houfe 
urbs. 

Six of the rebel prifoners, who 
were at their earneft requell incorpo- 
rated with Colonel Maclean's corps, 
deferted laft night ; the remaining 8 4. 
were put under clofe confinement. 
We took them rebels, and their incli- 
nation is to join their party ; it is 
hard pn thofe who wifh well to our 
caufe, but as we cannot fee their 
hearts, felf-prefervation dictates to 
confine them* 

Some people have been feen on the 
old battery to-dayi; a man in green 
(fuppofed to be a deferter from us) 
was obferved pointing towards the 
walls at Cape Diamond. 

A volunteer picquet is eftablifhed 
at the Recollets. 

l 'jtb. Wefterly wind, a little cold, 
with fine clear weather; fome well 
directed fhot fired at Menut's. 

The extra picquet is ordered to 
aflemble at Mr.- Collins's and Mr. 
Drummond's, being much nearer the 
ramparts than the Recollets. A 
fmoak feen in the chimney of Dr. 
Mabane's country-houfe, a mile and 
half from the walls. No figns of 
people have been feen there fince De- 
cember laft. We fired fome thirty- 
two pound (hot, which went over all. 

i8/£. Exceeding cold wefterly 
wind. Nothing remarkable happen- 
ed laft night. A few random fhot 
fired into St. John's fuburbs. 

About ten o'clock this night the 
fuburbs was fet on fire by the rebels, 
and feven houfes were confumed ; 
fome mufquets were fired at our fen- 
tries ; they law no body. 

Menut's is a great rendezvous, 
probablyjt is head-quarters ; there is 
a white flag flying on the houfe. 

JO//&. Fine moderate weather, 
wind S. W. AH theguns in the gar- 
riibn were fcaled Co-day ; .there is 1 12 
pieces on the walls, with mortars, 
royals, and howiraers. 

The fuburbs of St. John ftill on fire. 

20/A. Wefterly wind, clear and cold. 

Ac 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 15 ) 



At ten at night the houfe neareft 
to St. John's-gate but one was fet on 
fire— nobody was feen, though the 
diftance is not above 50 paces from 
bur fentries on the walls. A great 
many houfes were fired ; the whole 
fuburbs is now nearly confumed. 

z\ft* A cloudy lowering mild 
morning, with wefterjy wind. About 
feven o'clock a party of 100 men, 
under Major Nairne, took poflin St. 
John's fuburbs, to prevent the re- 
maining houfes from being deftroyed. 
In the forenoon twelve fhot were fired 
fronr the enemy's guard-toufe weft of 
St. John's fuburbs ; between that and 
the town, the ground rifes to cover 
the houfes, fo that their guns muft 
be highly elevated, to throw fhoc over 
the walls, 

Their old battery commands St. 
John's fuburbs ; we faw two men on 
it.to T day. If_they had guns there, 
they would certainly fire on our par- 
ties. 

Fired at their guard-houfe, and at 
Menut's; threw alfo fome 10 and 13 
inch fhells well directed. Two men 
.came from the . Canardiere towards 
Saut au Matelot, they flood at fome 
tiilUnce, feeniingly afraid to advance ; 
an, officer was (ent to conduct them 
in, but by' fome mjiiake our fenfries 
fired on him, and thefe two men ran 
^way. In the evening 1 10 men, un- 
der Colonel Caldwell, relieved Major 
J^airne, in §t. John's fuburbs. 
" 22</, The weather was mild laft 
night and very clear ; the northern 
lights were equal to a moon ; all was 
quiet. In the morning the wind got 
to the N. E. and brought cold. A 
great quantity of fire-wood was got 
in at St. John's gate to-day. 

23^. Welt wind, lowering cold 
weather. About four this morning 
we heard the enemy's drums at Me- 
nut's, St., Foix, &c. Sentries faw 
* rockets in the night. The picquet 
marched out at St. JohnVgate before 
day-light, and took pofl to cover the 
wooding party for tfie day, 



iqth* Wind S." W. line moderate 
weather. Laft night a derferter from 
the rebels was drawn up by ropes at 
Port Lcuis. He reports that "Ge- 
neral Clinton commands, and that 
he has had a reinforcement of 403 
men from Montreal ; very few are 
left at that place. A reinforcement 
of 3000, under General Lee, ha4 
been on their march to this place, 
but a fecond order obliged him to 
march to Long-Ifland to attack Go- 
vernor Tryon, who was there en- 
trenching himfelf with three or four 
rhoufand men, including Negroes; 
he fays fome tranfports had arrived at 
New- York with foreign troops. 

" General Schuyler had alfo re- 
ceived orders to march to Canada.; he 
alfo had been countermanded, and 
ordered to attack Sir John Johnlton, 
who was at the head of 500 men, 
with fome Mohawk Indians, at 
Johnflown. Some fmall bodies of 
20, 30, and 40, had arrived at Mont- 
real, and that the Lakes were more 
pafiable on the ice than they had been 
at the fame feafon for twenty years 

pak" 

He has alfo told us, " That it is 
reported ;n their camp, that it is the 
orders of the Congrefs to break the 
firfl ofHccr who fhall proppfe to ftcrm 
Quebec.; ncverthelefs 800 ladders are 
ordered to be made ; they will be . 
ready before the reinforcement ar- 
rives. 

" A great many women and chil- 
dren (foldiers wives) perimed in the 
fnow, on their way over the Lakes.- 
All the gentlemen who took arms 
under Governor Carletou, are or- 
dered to deliver up their commif- 
fioni ; on refufal, they are to be fent 
prifoners to Hartford; he fays this is 
contrary to their capitulation. The 
friends of Government back of Penn- 
fylvania had been beat by the re- 
bels. 

" Governor Dunmore's hellhounds 
had been let loofe, and burned Nor- 
fgllc and Wijiiamiburg. 

" Two 
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" Two thousand men in South - 
Carolina in arms for Government. 

** The rebels have got down 16 
pieces ef cannon, the heaviest 12 
pounders. 

** Duggan, the barber, imagining 
that his fervices have not been re- 
warded, Jias gone for Philadelphia to 
lay hie merits open to the Congrefs " 

2$th. Wind at N. E. warm and 
pleafant. The rebels threw fix fhot, 
it pounders, into town, from their 
gnard-houfe weft of St. John's fu- 
bUrbs. A great quantity of fire- 
wood got in to-day. 

Forty-nine men, with mufquets 
and knapfaefcs, feen marching up on 
the Point Levy fide, followed by 
many Weighs ; all -the country around 
leems in motion . 

a6*£. Wind N. E. dark fleety mo- 
derate weather. The wholp garrifon 
lay on their arms laft night expecting 
an attack; every thing in town rem ain- 
od quiet. By the continual and general 
i>arking of the dogs in the country, 
there certainly was fome movement 
among the rebel*. A man fent to 
Orleans, to return in three days. 

27*£. Wind S. E. clofe and fultry f 
About five o'clock this morning fig* 
»als feen in all the parifhes round 
about. Two men came fo near the 
walls at Cape Diamond, as to be 
heard ditturctfy eall, Good morrow , 
Gmtkmtn* Drums were heard, and 
a regular platoon firing, towards St. 
Foix. 

Voices in the tone of hoifting great 
weight were heard from behind the 
rebels battery. 

z%tb. S. E. wind with foft fnow— 
• thorough thaw. Every thing re- 
mained very quiet laft night. A Cana- 
dian came in at Saut au Matelot ; he 
fays he is but 1 3 days from Chambly. 
Colonel Maclean knew him there, 
and rewarded him for fome fervices. 
He is a well-wiihcr to Govern- 
ment ; and willing to be of all the 
iervice in his power, he ventured to 
town to inform General Garieccn, 



*' that he had learnt that General 
Amherft was at New-York, with 
10,000 men, from England. 

" A perfon had been fent after 
Mr. Montgomery's death to take the 
command of the rebel army; hi re- 
mained at Montreal only two days $ 
he went off, declaring he would have 
nothing to do with men who had not 
kept faith with the Montrealifts. 

M Near 200 fleighs were fent over 
the Lakes early in January, to bring 
over the baggage of the expected re* 
inforceroent ; after waiting near a 
month the fleighs returned with 160 
men. 

" The affair of the 31ft of De- 
cember ieffened the number of the 
rebels 750; thofe who remain are 
afraid to remove, fince the Canadian* 
have threatened that they will cut 
them off in their retreat if they do 
not make a fecond attempt on the 
town. 

" It was induftrioufly reported in 
the country, immediately aifter the 
attack, that we had taken fixty Ca- 
nadian prifoners, hanged them over 
the walls, and then, threw their bodies 
into the ditch. 

** They little knew the Canadians, 
if they imagined this treatment would 
fpur them on to revenge. 

" The Canadians patrole in all 
the roads leading to town, to prevent 
any perfon from getting in. 

" General Amherft has fummoned 
the Congrefs to deliver themfcrves up, 

" Orders from the rebel General 
to the inhabitants round Quebec to 
provide quarters for 7006 men." 
* 2oy£. High wind at S. W. with 
hard froft ; every thing quiet Ial 
night. Armed men, withknapfaek*, 
walking from JJeauport to $he Gene- 
ral Hofpital. 

March 1. Cold N* W. wind. The 
voluntary picquet very ftrong laft 
night. Some people feen on tl*e other 
ftde St. Charles's river,* oppofite to 
Mr. Drummonu's diftillery"; we fired 
the 24 pounder behind the Hotel 
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bieii at fhcm. Abodt feveih bMock 
in the evening, a houfe under that 
£un was perceived to be on fire in the 
roof; it burnt in a fhort time to th* 

frdund ; fome think that the wad- 
ing fell on the roof, and that the 
wind blew it into a flame ; others 
imagine the rebels may have fet it on 
fire, in hopes that the flames would 
fpread to the diftillery, from thence" 
to the picqucts above, and fo to 
Montcalm's houfe, from thence the 
conflagration would becorrie general. 
td* Towards the evening fix or 
feven mufquets were fired on our out 
fentries at St. Roc. 

The manYent out the 26th has not 
returned ; it is believed that he 



) 



yet 

has been intercepted by the Canadian 

patrole. 

jd. Weft wind, clear and exceA' 
lively cold. The volunteer picquet 
will not confift of many while the 
moon lights us all the night. Between 
feven and eight in the evening, three 
of the Royal emigrants deferted ; a 
party was fent to trace them in the 
fnow ; they were too late. 

4^. Laft night we made fignals at 
Cape Diamond by rockets. 

It thaws very much -to-day; the 
^wind is eafterly: 

A rocket at St. Levy was angered 
*by a gun at St. Foix. 

A fatigue party catting a deep 
ditch in the fnow, facing the curtain 
at Cape Diamond. In the evening 
we threw fome fire-balls from a mor- 
-tar ; they gave a great light ; a com- 
buftible compofitfon was hung over 
-the angle at "Cape* Diamond; it 
burned well, and threw great light 
around; when it was almoft con 



fappofe that it is In commeirioradon 
of the day on which a Bofton mob 
committed many outrages ; the ma- 
giftrates were forced to call in the 
military to protect the civil power, 
and affift the peace officers todifoerfe 
the rioters. In the height of the 
fcuffle, fome people, perhaps the in- 
nocent, were" unfortunately fhot in 
the ftreets ; that tranfaction is called 
the Bloody Majfacre % and faid to have 
been planned by a bloody Miniftry. 

It is the intereft of a few of their 
demagogues to keep the minds of the 
people conftantly inflamed ; and, for 
this purpofe, ftudied orations, ad- 
drefTed to the paffions, are yearly 
pronounced in all that gloomy fo- 
lemnity which pleafes and feeds the 
melancholy of a true New-England 
Saint. Their pallors paint on the 
heated imagination of their canting 
flocks, the moft dreadfui pictures of 
ministerial tyranny. ' Children are 
taught that the only road to freedom 
in this world, and happinefs in the 
next, is to oppofe every power that 
mall pretend to controul them : 
** God gave the wildemefs* by their 
blood they maintained their right, 
againft the accurfed of Heaven, the 
Indians, who pretended the land was 
theirs from the Crearionof the world. 
God fought for them then; God 
fights* for them now, and will over* 
thr*w the dominion of a wicked 
people, who would fain enflave 
them." This is their language to 
their children. 

It is propofed to raife a company 
of invalids in town. The ailments 
of fome people incapacitate them to 
mount guards; others, :in perfect 



fumed', petards and hand-grenades, health, make complaints of indifpo- 
fixedatthe bottom of the ball, feat- 'fition, andfleep-foundly in their beds 
-teraf balls and fragments of iron all white their friends watch, 



Such as are ab ft to bear arms, 

with a A^hofe lazinefs^m- whatever motive j, 

more reprehenftble) induces them to 

fheak meanly from their duty, will 

be drawn forth' to public view, akd 

Roc's guard^houfe ; we * ranked with the invalids j fttch people 

t> will 



around 

5/^. Strong wind' at- N. E 
heavy flty and cold rain. 

This morning we discovered a fed 
flag flying at Lynd*s Mill, and an 
Other at St. ~ 
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will fcrve as fAtrics where there is 
no danger, fince no manly feelings 
can ilimulate them to do the duty of 
good foldiers, in conjunction with 
their fellow-citizens. But neither 
their attachment to his Majefty, nor 
the leaft fenfe of honour, can move 
fuch beings. 

At night it hailed and rained. 
One of the prifoners in the Recollets 
was put under clofe confinement to- 
day For abufing the fentry over him, 
and for uttering many imprudent 
threats. ** In a few days," faidlie, 
" it will be my turn to Hand fentry 
over you, and then I know how I 
will ufe you." 

6/£. It rained in the night. The 
wind is S* W. and it rains ftill; there 
is no walking in the ftreet, the Tilings 
are covered with ice, and in every 
hollow there is a pond of water. 

jib* Wind S. W, variable wea- 
ther. Every day that the weather 
permits the people to work, ftrong 
parties are employed cutting trenches 
in the fnow, outfide of the walls. 

About 30 men have been feen 
about L'Ance de Mer carrying off 
boards and timber; a party of 20 
went out to-day to reconnoitre ; they 
faw a few at work* who ran away. 

They fay a man was killed on the 
heights to-day by a ball from one of 
our wall pieces. They faunter, three, 
four, or five at a time, within 4 or 
500 yards of our Walls. A difcharge 
0/ grape-fhot generally makes them 
fcamper. 

A fentry-box, fixed on a mail 30 
feet high, was this day fet up on the 
higheft part of the ramparts at Cape 
Diamond; from thence we can fee 
every thing that partes on the St. Fqix 
road, and all around 41s. 

They hung out their red flag again 
, to-day, near the St. Roc wind-mill ; 
it is a fquat blanket, bordered with 
black tape, and fome people, fright- 
ened out of their fenfes, fay, Man 
Dieu, c* eft la fcwtlhn fanglante ! 

%ib* Wind at S. W. a mild morn- 



ing. The fmall red flag,, witti the 
black border, is up to-day. About 
four o'clock this afternoon, a foolifh 
fellow, one Robitaile, came in fromi 
Lorette : he knows nothing. It maws 
this evening. 

At night, two men, Lamotte and 
Papinot, Canadians, crofTed on the 
ice from the Ifland of Orleans. It 
was with much difficulty they paffed 
the habitant patroles ; they are anxi- 
oufly careful to let nothing get to 
town. At every quarter of an hour 
they pafs each other in bands, be- 
tween the Point of Orleans and Beau- 
port. 

Lamotte is 1,1 days from Montreal, 
and only 30 days from New-York, 
He has lately been in New-England; 
the news he brings is very chearing to 
the King's faithful fubjec"b. 

He reports that ** the rebels had 
made a defperate attempt to florm 
Bofton, in which they loft four thou- 
fand men, the greateft part of which 
fell through the ice. The Colonifta 
feem difpirited, recruits are raifed 
with difficulty ; he faw many of them 
on their way to Cambridge, fickly, 
and ill clad. The want of woollens is 
already feverely felt all over the Con- 
tinent. The reinforcements for Ca- 
nada aflembled very flowly ; between 
400 and 500 have arrived at Mont- 
real; few, or rather no more, are 
expected foon. A hundred, better 
appointed than the reft, marched to 
garrifon Quebec ; when they arrived 
at Montreal, and found that we were 
likely to continue mafters of that 
ftrong hold, 60 of them went off, and 
40 laid down their arms, declaring 
that they were willing to perform the 
fervice they engaged for, but that 
they would not ferve in any other ca- 
pacity than guards for the city of 
Quebec. 

; «* In a quarrel among the rebels, 
at Montreal^ five were killed in the 
ftreets, and feven or eight fent wound- 
ed to the hofpital. * 
" The rebels are to ftonn the town 

on 
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on the 15 th of this month 

ney is very fcarce among them ; the 

Canadians do not like their paper. 

*' Mofes Haren (formerly a Cap- 
tain of rangers, preferred by General 
Wolf for his bravery to command on 
fcouting parties of any confequence) 
accepted of a Colonel's commiffion in 
the rebel army, though then a half- 
pay Lieutenant in the Britifh army ; 
"he has raifed 1 50 Canadian recruits. 
Edward Antil, who praclifed ten or 
eleven years as a lawyer in this pro- 
vince, is his Lieutenant-colonel. 
John Welles, a merchant of Quebec, 
is Deputy Comminary-general, acts 
^for Price, the - Commiflary, who 
with Walker, the noted Juftice, is 
£one to Philadelphia, to give evi- 
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Mo- were found very fit for fervice in cafe 
of an attack; they were enrolled, 
and armed, and put under the com- 
mand of Captain Francis Jofeph Cuo- 
net. This morning before day- 
light, we faw many flames, and heard 
reports of mufquets on the ice, about 
half way between Beauport and the 
town : it is probable that fome people 
endeavouring to get to town, have 
been difcovered by the habitants pa- 
trole, purfued, and carried back. 

gth. Wind to the northward of 
weft, cold and clear. About two 
inches of light fnow fell laft night; the 
river is not very full of floating ice ; 
the outermoft veflfels in Cul de Sac 
have their fterns free. 

People have been feen at the rebels 



dence againft Brigadier-general Pref- battery to-day ; a working party 



cot, ace u fed before the Congrefs of 
burning Walker's houfe, and Tor con- 
fining him in irons. The gentlemen 
of the militia, who refufed to give 
up their commiffions, have been fent 
prifoners to Chambly, among whozn 
are Monfieur Dufels, Monfieur Du- 
pre, and Mr. Gray, Deputy Poft- 
mafter." 

He heard nothing of the troops 
which Chab6t reported to have been 
landed.at New-York. 

Our fentries on Cape Diamond 
hear working parties in the night 
about WolPs-cove, or nearer ; fome 
people think they are building Hoax- 
ing batteries and batteaux, to pafs 
l*res de Ville, £nd fet fire to tl)e fhipr 
ping in Cul de Sac, and in the con- 
fufion which a coup of that kind 
might occafion, come on the back of 
Pres de Ville and Saut au Matelof; 
or perhaps they are preparing plat- 
forms for the 16 guns xhey have got 
from above. 

v For fome days paft we have, feen 
inany fmall parties marching and 
countermarching between Beauport 
and the General Jfofpital. 

The men who have fhrunk from 
duty this .winter, were to-day parad- 
ed, 180 in number, 100 of whom 



throwing up an ice bank to obflrucl 
the enemy's approach to Lymburner's 
battery, in the Lower Town. 

1 1 4 pieces of cannon on the wall 
to-day ; none under fix-pounders are 
counted ; there are numoer of fmall 
guns, grafshoppers, fwivels, mortars, 
howitzers, and cohorns. 

\otb. Wind wefterly, clear and 
cojd. Picquets ordered to aflfemble 
at retreat beating. 

The drums beat to arms, and the 
b,ells rang the alarm about ten at 
night ; the picquets were inflantane- 
oufly fent to reinforce Cape Dia- 
mond, In a few minutes the parade 
was fall of armed men, who impa- 
tiently waited for the word to march ; 
but in lefs than a quarter of an hour 
they \vtre ordered home again. The 
alarm was given by our out-fentries at 
Cape Diamond ; they faw a body of 
about 200 men advancing flowly up 
the hollow, froin L'Ance de Mer to- 
wards the heights ; on hearing a noife 
of voices on the ramparts, they halted. 
a minute, and filed off. 

Some people fufpeftejl that the pri- 
foners would be very troubieibme on 
an alarm ; both officers and men be- 
haved very properly, they put out 
their lights, and went to bed, 

D 2 nth* 
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\uh. Wind W: cold and clear. 
The General reviewed the Britim 
militia on the parade ; their arms 
were found in excellent order. 

A deep and wide trench was begun 
in the ice, from the corner of Lym* 
burner's wharf towards the riverwhere 
open ; an,d a trench was begun facing 
the curtain, near Port Louis. 

Fire-balls were hung out at the 
angles, two were lighted, they made 
a great blaze, and fhewed every thing 
in the ditch, and made the faces of 
the baftions very perceptible. A 
failor attempted to defert from the 
,Saut au Matelot guard at night. 
Our put-fentries near Palace : gate 
Hopped him. 

i zth* Laft night there fell near a 
foot of fnow, with a N. E. wind ; k 
blew hard at N. W. in the afternoon, 
and cleared up. Some of the rebels 
have been teen fauntering about the 
heights, to-day; thefe flragglers fired 
at a diftance on our working parties 
without, but did not reach them. 

\yb* Fine clear day, iharp air, 
wind N. W. It is whiipered abroad 
to-day, that the Upper Country In- 
dians have an intention to march 
down in a large body to the relief of 
this place This rumour may have 
originally fprung from their own de- 
claration, though we cannot trace it. 
Colonel Maclean fen t Captain Little- 
john, with 1 7 feamen, to reconnoitre 
towards k'Ance de Mer; they got 
near a fentry, who roiled himlelf 
down the hill, and alarmed about 
100 men below, who all ran away; 
we fired on tlum, and fome of them 
halted to fire on us ; nobcdy was hurt 
on either fide, though fome- of our 
people pretend that three of theirs 
dropped. We talk of fitting out two 
batteaux, with brafs fix-pounders in 
their bows, to difcover what the re- 
bels are about in Wolf's-cove. When 
the wind is from the weft, the river 
is' quite clear of ice on the Quebec 
fide. 
The men engaged with Colonel 



Maclean-, fufpe&ed of an intention to 
defert, have been removed from the 
Recollets, to a ftronger place in the 
Artillery barracks, and thofe who 
have been prjfoners fince the 3 1 ft of 
December, are confined in. the Dau- 
phin barracks. 

14/^. Eafteriy wind, heavy fnow. 
About five o'clock this evening, an. 
officer in blue, with buff facings, 
"with a drum beating before him, ad- 
vanced from their gnard-houfe at the 
end of St. Roc ; he held a ftick with 
linen flying at the end of it ; we fuf- 
fered him to advance under the angle 
at the two-gun battery : he faid hq 
had letters for the Governor. The 
General was informed of the man'? 
'mefiage : he fent* his Major of Bri- 
gade td tell him, he could not be 
heard but in imploring the King's 
mercy. Then, fays he; what am I 
to do? Return from whence you 
came, (aid the Major; he went off 
accordingly. 

15/A. Much thaw — a fine day—: 
fitting out two batteaux. A canoe 
wa* lent with Captain Laforce on die 
look out; he kept pretty much to 
the other fide of the river ; two habi- 
tants hailed her ; they afited if they 
might with fafery go' over to town ; 
being anijvered in the affirmative, 
they faid they would be over the next 
day. 

Two Canadians arr ived in the night 
from Beaumont in a canoe ; they re- 
prefent " that the Canadians below 
Point Levy are ready to take arms to 
drive the Boitonians out of the coun- 
try j they fay the rebels have no mo- 
ney, and that they hang their heads ; 
they have long beat up for recruits, 
and they have got together about a 
hundred df the dregs of Canada; they 
have erefted a battery at Point Levy, 
oppofite to the Cul de Sac, where 
they have a howitzer and one gun 
mounted. Provjfions for 1000 men 
have been lodged in different places 
to fjipply that number daily expe&ed 
froin Montreal." 

4 * \6tb %t 
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%Uh. Wind N. E. TItere fell 
about two inches of fnow lail night ; 
nothing remarkable to-day except the 
Very heavy rain, 

i j-th* It rained all the night. This 
piorning the wind flrifted to S. W. 
and it rains (till. The Beaumont 
tnen fay, that the rebels, by way of 
Metering the country people from atr 
tempting to go to town, fay, *' that 
fhe plague raged within the walla, 
and the garrifon died in great num- 
bers daily." The voluntary picquets, 
in the Upper Town an very ftrong 
every night ; every man not on guard 
fleeps there in his cloaths with his 
jnuKjuet lying by him, ready at a 
jnoment's warning. Captain Har- 
rifon and Captain Letter's companies 
do duty in the Lower Town. Every 
man in the garrifon wifhes ardently 
.the approach of the enemy, confi- 
dent that we fhall meet them from 
the walls with great lofs to them. 

Some of the Canadian Royaliits at 
Port Levy (few they are, it is feared) 
told the rebels, in anfwer to their 
-que&ions concerning the elevated 
fentry-box, or look-out at Cape Dia- 
mond—" It is a wooden horle, with 
a bundle of hay before him ; General 
Carleton has faid, that he will not 
give up the town before that horfe. 
fhall have ate up all the hay " Six 
of the Canadian militk refufed to do 
duty on Drummond's wharf; fome 
faid it was too dangerous a poll, 
Others were afraid of ghofts : they 
were fent prifoners to the main guard, 
and to-day they were expofed to the 
view of the reft of that corps and re- 
primanded. 

The Beaumont Canadians returned 
in the night, and carried fome of our 
Jaiely printed Gazettes ; they will en- 
deavour to be back to town fbon. 

From the look-out we faw about 
coo men drawn up before Holland- 
lioufe, and about 200 at Menut's. 

i8/£. WindS. W. thawing mild 
weather ; in the evening, the wind 
changed to N. E. raw and dark. 



The batteatfx are ready for lannchnrg* 
Too much ice in the river this even- 
ing. Many men feen about Holland- 
houfe, and all along the St. Foucroad* 

19/^. Wind N. E. with mow and 
rain; in the evening it cleared npar 
W. Two batteaux and two cutters 
were fent up as far as Sillerie to re- 
connoitre. Major Nairne and Cap- 
tarn Owen went as far as die htfl 
above 1/ A nee de Mer, but Caw no- 
body. The batteaux difcovercd no* 
thing. . 

A batteau crofled over from Sillev 
rie to-day, a heavy body was hoiited 
out of it by a gin— probably a cannoK 
from the Point Levy battery. A 
body of men feen near the old batter/ 
to-day. There is a line of {entries 
clofely pQlted quite acrofs the plains 
of Abraham, from the Coteau at Su 
Roc's to the River's fide, to prevent 
any pcrfon from getting near -the 
walls, and to hinder defertiou int» 
town. 

zotb. A gentle eailerly wind, ra- 
ther cloudy. A number of men were 
difcovered about four o'clock this 
morning, by our out-fentries, near 
the wind of St. John's fuburb* ; they 
did not approach ; our picquets were 
drawn out to be ready to oppofe the 
ftrit onfet. Twelve horfes feen draw- 
ing fome heavy load towards Point 
Levy battery. We heard a gun feat 
ed about St. Foix. Three canoes 
crofled over to Sillerie; there is a 
market kept there. The place where 
we fuppofe they are erecting their bat- 
tery on the Point Levy fide is aboitc 
600 yards from high water mark, and 
thence to the high water mark on thk 
fide uoo. Very variable weather 
to-day, 

t\ft\ Wind N. W, It froze Iaft 
night very hard, and itfHIl continues. 
Seven canoes, nine men in each, feea 
crofling to Sillerie. 

zid* Wind eafterly, cold and 
cloudy; we plainly perceive people 
at work on the other fide ; we fee 
earth thrown up by men not in view, 
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and we can plainly fee fome driving 
Aakcs. We are bofy laying plat- 
fornw, and mounting fome great guns 
on the Corand battery; we have 
cleared away the fnow from fome 
thirteen-inch mortars ; we fired fome 
&ot, and threw fome fhells v towards 
the enemy. From the fituation of 
their battery, we fuppoie they intend 
ito-hurt the fhipping, and to batter Pres 
4e Villeand Saut au Matelot, if they 
have heavy metal, which we doubt. 
At any rate our fire mull be infinitely 
Superior to theirs. 

x$d. Laft night was very dark ; 
*re looked for an attack ; the wind is 
fciU eafteriy. The wood yard is 
empty. Nothing remarkable. It 
Haowed to-day* ' 

2 4/ Jk It was very dark laft night; 
to-day it k cold, with a gloomy hard 
fty, thoogh the wind is N. W. 

25th. Wind N . W; excefiively cold, 
clearing ' up. Chalot, who came to 
town lately, gave us room to lopk 
lor ail attack between the 15 th and 
25 th ; we have always been ready to 
receive the rebels. 

We communicated orders by iig- 
fials ; at two in the morning, blazes 
m the look-out ; were anftvered by 
rockets from the Artillery -barracks 
at three. 

26th. It was exceedingly cold laft 
night. About two in the morning 
the rebels lighted a fire-ball at their 
guard-houie, weft of St. John, and 
ired a mufquet. 

We threw fome (hells,, and fired 
fome heavy ftxot, at a large pile of 
fafcines, which we fuppofe to be part 
of the Point Levy battery. 

We perceived a party from Beau- 
fort to intercept two men walking 
IrOm the Point of Orjeans towards the 
town. 

Laying platforms for fome thirty- 
two pounders to ilank the enemy's 
works. A great body of men fcen 
at St. Foix ; heard three chears. 

2jtb. S. W. wind, and mild. All 
was quiej: laft .night. At three this 



morning, fignals' by rockets from 
Cape Diamond, anfwered from the 
two-g*un battery. The large farm- 
houfe at the Canardine, which ferved 
as a gu'ard-houfe to the rebels, burned 
this -morning to the ground. Many 
armed men on the Point Levy iide. 
Canoes and boats frequently crofting 
the river above the town. 

Ninety-fix men walked armed in 
Indian file from the ferry-houfe, St. 
Charles's River, towards Beauport. 
, ^ A batteau was - fent up the nvef at 
night ; faw nothing. 
> z%tb and zgtb. Nothing remark- 
able. 

3c/£. Every thing was very quiet 
laft night. The wind cold and clear 
at N. in the morning ; in the fore- 
noon it changed to S. W. and thawed ; 
a gin was fet up at the Point Levy 
battery ; our mot and ftiells discon- 
certed them, not a little. 

Seven men appeared at the St, 
Roc's guard-houfe; fired a cannon at 
them, one of them fell ; five ran off 
when we fired a gun at them as they 
flood between Port Louis and Cape' 
Diamond ; one of thefe men was in 
blue, faced with white. A quantity of 
wood got in at St. John's-gate 4 men 
lkulking behind their old battery fired 
■ on our working party ; a mot from a 
36 pounder diflodged them. Three 
parties, from 30 to 50 in eachi march- 
ing on the ice from Montgomery to- 
wards the river St. Charles. 

' Our fentries on the walls perceived 
a man wandering among «he mins of 
St. Roc ; he feemed dcfirous of hiding 
-himfelf ; we fent out a file of men 
and brought him in ; he was very 
drunk ; he faid he had loft his way ; 
he arrived from Point au Tremble 
this morning, with the fifth company 
of the firft battalion of Pennfylva- 
jnians ; that three other companies 
are expected with the fecond battalion,. 
He is, or pretends to be, very igno- 
rant. All he fays is, that we are 
foon to be efcaladed and taken, that 
there are but few Canadians wtf h the 

, rebels, 
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rebels, and that Mr. Hazen gets no 
recruits. In the night a body of the 
rebels advanced as far as the burying 
ground in St John's fuburbs ; the 
{entries could not fay the number. 

^\Ji. Wind S. W. with fnow; 
thawing. About two this morning 
flames were feen, and the reports of 
mufquets heard by the fentries at 
Cape Diamond, at Pres de Ville as 
they, imagined, MefTengers difpatch- 
cd to enquire ; there they learned the 
firing had been at Point Levy* The 
prifoher taken yefterday, though now 
Sober, adds nothing to what he faid 
before- The prifoners confined in the 
Dauphin barracks, . had in the night 
forced two hinges from a door in the 
vault, which communicates with the 
fbeet ; it hung by a third, which 
they did not perceive, as they muft 
have wrought in the dark. They 
were queftioned, but they all declared 
themfelves ignorant of the matter. 
Among thefe men, there was one 
Unglilhman ; he difcovered the plot. 
One of the prifoners, fome days 
before, made his efcape out of prifon, 
and found means to get over the walls 
alfo ; he was to inform the rebels that 
they were ready on the firft dark and 
itormy night, to feize on the guard 
fet over them, and to proceed about 
; i to yards farther to St. John's gate, 
and difarm the guard there ; this be- 
ing accomplifhed, they were to turn 
fome cannon on the town, to defend 
themfelves until they forced St. 
. John's-gate open, to let in the rebel 
army, which was to keep itfelf in 
. readinefs every night, and march di- 
rectly to St. John's-gate whenever 
they mould difcover the town on fire 
in different parts. All their officers 
were chofen, and the difpofitions 
made* If they mould find it imprac- 
ticable to let their friends in, they 
were to fecure their retreat by lad- 
ders, which they were to take from 
the roof of the prifon and the adja- 
. cent houfes ; they were in that cafe 
.to throw over all the ammunition, 
rainmers^ fponges, &'c. There were 



two of the prifoners, Wide the Ea« 
glifhman, who would not join in the 
plot, but they promifed fecrecy, and 
at this moment they ftihy deny that 
they know any thing of it. The 
officers, prifoners in the Seminary,, 
knew nothing of the affair. A great 
many of thefe men were put in irons 
immediately. 

The General, in hope of drawing 
on the rebels to an attack, ordered 
that the fignal agreed on by the pri- 
foners Ihould be given in the night, 
and that every thing mould be car- 
ried on as ir" they had made their 
efcape, following exactly their plan- 
Preparations were made accordingly; 
piles of wood were prepared in dif- 
ferent parts near the walls. The 
whole garrison was ordered to be on 
the ramparts, under arms, at two 
o'cl ck in the morning. Although 
the weather did no^ promife to be 
dark or ftormy, yet the General 
thought it would be beff to lofe .no 
time, for fear fome deferter might 
inform the rebels that the plot of the 
prifoners had been difcovered. 

At four o'clock this evening a de- 
ferter came in ; lie is of the firit bat- 
talion of Pennfylvanians ; he fays, 
" the companies ihould be 65 men 
each, but they defert daily. The 
fecond battalion is expected, with 
three companies of the firit" 

April \ft. Wind <pft at S. W. 
much thaw. At two o'clock this 
morning the garrlfon was under arra* 
— every company was potted. at their 
alarm-pofts— -unluckily the moon 
fhone exceedingly bright. The bon- 
fires were lighted ; a hot fire of muf- 
quetry continued for ten minute- ; 
hubbub and confufed mixture of cries 
were heard ; then three cuears were 
immediately followed, by a clofe fire 
from two brafs fix-pounders turned 
towards the town — the mufquetry dill 
kept up — now and then huzzas. This 
was carried on for a confiderable time, 
but nobody appeared without the 
walls, nor did we fee a fingle fignal. 
At day-light we were difmiffed. 

This 
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This feint will have a happy effect ; 
it will ftiew the rebels that we wifh 
their approach, and the considerate 
among them will c|read to face us. 

We plainly difcover four embra- 
fiires on their Point Levy battery— a 
large bank of fnow to the right per- 
haps mafks more. 

The deferter who came in yefter- 
«fay fays, ** that in crofting the Lakes 
lie met many fmall parties, of threes, 
fonrs,v and fives, leaving Canada; 
that a Lieutenant had deferted ; they 
brought him back, but he got away 
at laft ; he can encircle the largeft 
gun they have with his arms ; fome 
time ago two of our (hells fell without 
burfting ; the powder they contained 
was fold at a dollar a pound ; the re- 
bels have but 13 rounds." 

This afternoon another deferter 
came in, he fays, " they have but 
fifteen men on guard near St.* John's 
fuburbs. 

** The manoeuvre of this morning 
alarmed the rebels ; they flood under 
arms until day-light— many want to 
get into town. An old man, with 
an enormous perriwig, called Gene- 
ral Woofter, came down from Mont- 
real, with an efcort of 40 men. 
There are great numbers of the rebels 
fick in faofpital." 

Firing ihot and throwing fhells at 
their battery, at Point Levy, 

The general voluntary picquet 
ceafes until dark moon. 

id. Wind S, W. warm clear fun- 
fhine ; three men feen near the runs 
at Mount Pleafant ; one had a large 
wig, fuppofed to be the Sieur David 
Woofter ; another was dreffed in fear- 
let, faid to be Arnold ; the third 
(fay the people) was the engineer, 
Colonel Edward Antil. They were 
pointing out the weakeft part of the 
walls to the old man, perhaps plan- 
ning an attack. If they feel bM, 
they may chance to have their bones 
-broke even at *the weakeft places. 
They are all wearing mafks ; every 
foul among them hide their fears ; 
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they dare ndt attack, out they iftr 
aihamed to fay fo to each other, after 
fo much rhodomontade; be this as 
may, we fear them not. 

A party of 60 or 70 were under 
review near the General Hofpital ; a 
fmgle fhot broke their ranks, andE 
away they ran. 

Some people feen near the old bat-- 
tery at work < feveral fmall partiei 
marched to their guard-houfes ; fome 



people have feen, or imagined they 
faw, from the look-out, heaps of lad-» 
ders piled up on the plains. 

A cutter was fent in the evening td 
look into WolPs-cove ; /he got in- 
clofed in the ice, and was carried 
along with the tide ; the rebels dif- 
CQvered her, andrfred fix-pound fhot 
at her ; they were evdeavouring to 
get boats afloat to fend after her, but 
the men made a way through the ice 
with the butt ends of their mufquets, 
and got clear. 

3<£ Windeafterly, foft and cloudy* 
About eight o'clock this morning', 
the rebels opened their battery zX 
Point Levy with five guns, 24 poun> 
ders, 1 2 pounders, and o, pounders , 
fome ihot fell fhort of the Lower 
Town, and fome fell in Palace-ftreet, 
fpent. Their aim feems to be at the 
flapping. They have hit the Lizzard 
frigate ; a bail has damaged her fbre> 
malt. 

About mid-day we plainly heard 
the report of five guns, at between 
two and three leagues diftance down 
the river ; from the report they may- 
be large, yet as the atmofphere is 
heavy, a fmall gun may be taken for 
a large one at a diftance. 

Mr. Chabot left his little armed 
fchooner on the Ifland of Orleans Iaft 
fall ; perhaps the rebels are fitting 
her out, and have been fcaling her 
three-pounders ; it is by three or four 
weeks too early to look for any thing 
from Europe. 

The enemy threw three fhells of 
nine inches from Point Levy ; they 
did no damage. We made many 
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itioil excellent mots to-day ; in fhort, 
as feon as our flankers at the citadel 
played on them, their fire ceafed. 
Very heavy rain this afternoon. 

4/£. It rained all night. The 
wind is about to S. W; We fire 
without intermiffion oft the enemy; 
they fire dropping mots at us, many 
fall fhort. There are but few people 
to be feen. Ten rockets played off 
at the ferry-houfe, St. Charles's 
River— anfwered by a gun from Point 

Lev 7- . * 

5/£. Wind this morning N. W. 

cold raw thawing weather. An eight- 
inch fhell burft above the fhipping 
in Cul de Sac ; a piece of it cut 
a failor on the head. They fired five 
guns and two ihells early, drew in 
their guns, and ran from the battery. 
We threw fhells into their works, and 
cut their fafcines to pieces. The re- 
bels burnt a fmall fhallop, and fome 
boards at L'Ance de Mer. Fatigue 
parties clearing the fnow from the 
ramparts. The rebels watch an op- 
portunity, and ceafe it, to ileal a 
fhot or two ; they are afraid to ftand 
to their guns. 

A hundred and one men marching 
in a firing from Beauport towards the 
ferry-houfe; fired at it, and went 
through it; carried the timber for a 
block-houfe to the place where it is 
to be erected, between Port St. Louis 
and Cape Diamond* One Loifeaux, 
an honeft Canadian, came in at Saut 
k\x Matelot, at ten o'clock at night. 

6tb. Wind eagerly, with a heavy 
fey; it thaws much. A deferter 
came in this morning ; he reports, 
*' that General Lee is on his way to 
this place, with a body of 4000 men ; 
he halted, ill of the gout, and many 
of his men have deferted. 

*' At South River, below Point 
Levy,fixty Canadins, with Mr. Bailly, 
ft prieft, at their head, took arms, 
With an intention to furprife the 
guard at Point Levy, and to join the 
King's friends in Quebec. A villain 
informed the rebels of their plan, on 

Vol. VI. 



which a flrong party marched from 
Point Levy to take them ; an en- 
gagement enfued, in which five loyal 
Canadians fell, and fix rebels were 
killed. The Pneft is dangeroufly 
wounded in the belly, two balls en- 
tered his body ; 34 Canadians were 
carried prisoners to head-quarters. 
If the Canadians had been well arm- 
ed, the rebels would have had a fe- 
vere beating." 

He further fays, *' that they have 
ordered all the priefts in* Orleans, 
who refufe to give abfolution to the 
rebellious Canadians, to be carried 
prifoners to the camp. Tney have 
appointed a Prieft, called Lotbiniere, 
to abfolve the people ; they give him 
a falary of 15601. and j>romife him a 
bifhoprick. 

" They have granted the houfea 
iii the town to the deluded habitants 
who have taken arms in their favour ; 
thefe poor devils flake a houfe at a 
game of berlan. From what the re- 
bels tell them, they are afTured that 
we cannot long hold out, as they are 
to cannonade us from the heights of 
Abraham and Point Levy, and to 
bombard us from the ferry-houfe at 
St. Charles's River j yet the greateft 
part of the habitants dread that we 
may (land ,out. There is great fick- 
nefs among the rebels, many of them 
are under inoculation. The New- 
Yorkers engaged to remain in the 
ferviceof the Congrefs until the 15 th 
of this month ; they have declared 
that they will lay down their arms, 
and return home after that day. Two 
gentlemen from New-York, with let- 
ters for General Carleton, were taken 
by the rebels ; u they had time to de- 
flroy their difpatches. We killed 
three, wounded two, and difmounted 
two of their guns. 

" Our feint of the firft, in the 
morning, kept them under arms until 
feven o'clock, when they were dif- 
mifled, quite diilatisfied, faying they 
had been made April fools. . 

*jtb. Every thing <juiet in the night. 
jE Rain, 



Digitized by 



Google ^ 



&ain, hail, fleet, and N. E 

A geod many Ihot from the rebels ; 

Ho nann done. 

$tb* Southerly wind and foft wea- 
ther. As day dawns, it is a rule 
with the rebels to fire four guns and a 
iiowitzer, then immediately draw 
them behind the merlons and retreat; 
they venture, from time to time, 
through the day, to pop a fhot or 
two at us. 

In the evening a ricochet fhot en- 
tered at a window in the Upper 
Town, where the family fat round the 
. tea-table i the eldeft boy, of ten years, 
was (truck on the back part of his 
head, and expired in the arms of the 
father and mother in an inftant. 
€ome of their balls have a little da- 
maged fome roofs. 

gtb. £afterly wind, with foft driz- 
4ly weather. Much fire from us; 
from them very little. A decent 
looking man, one Chaucer, came in 
from the rebels; he talks a great 
deal; he fays that "General tee 
was on his march hither; he was 
called afterwards to take the com- 
mand at New- York. The rebels 
without are 1800 ftrong, if 700 of 
that number lick can be called 
ftrength. They are to ftotm the 
> town at Pres de Ville, Saut au Ma- 
telot, and Cape Diamond, between 
this and the 15 th, on which day the 
time of many of the men will finifh. 
The ^Jew- Yorkers look upon them- 
felves as beings far fuperior to what 
they call the Tankies y meaning the 
people at Connecticut, Maflachu- 
fetts, Rhode-Ifland, and N^w-Hamp- 
Ihire, who affect a difguftmg pre- 
eminence, and take the lead in every 
thing. They are to batter us from a 
■battery 500 yards from Port Louis, 
to mount five guns, nines and twelve- 
founders. They are to bombard us 
with five mortars from a bomb Jut- 
tery behind the ferry-houfe, on St. 
Charles's River. They- have two gon- 
dolas out in the river ; they are pre- 
paring a fire-veflW to burn the (hip- 
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wind, ping in Cul de Sac. The Canadians 
are very much difcontented, as they 
are paid in Congrefs bills, a handful 
of which they will willingly give fdr 
a dollar ; they have whipped a Ca- 
nadian for fpeaking his mind too 
freely ; they have maltreated a gentle- 
man at Montreal, for beating an in- 
folent fellow, a rebel officer. 

" Arnold is to leave the camp to- 
morrow, and h alien to Montreal, to 
iend down all poffible reinforcements. 

" The rebels ^are without fhoes." 

Thus far Mr. Chaucer has inform- 
ed us ; he is fufpected as a fpy, an! 
Itf'will betaken care of accordingly. 

From his flory they cannot intend 
to attack us before the 15th. Arnold 
cannot get up at this feafon in lefs 
than three or four days, .and it will 
be impofllble for a number of men 
to get down in* lefs than eight or 
ten days more. Come when they 
will, they will find us ready to re- 
ceive them, fioats row guard every 
night. We have guns oh all the 
wharfs, and in fome of the fhips in 
Cul de Sac, with ftrong guards and 
nicquets in different parts of the 
Lower Town. 

loth. Wmdwefterly; a very foft 
fine day, but the ftreets almoft im- 
paflable, from the great runs of wa- 
ter; the remaining fnow is porous 
and rotten ; if one fteps afide from 
the fleigh track, he finks above the 
knees ; how can thefe people propoft 
to themfelves to march loaded with 
ladders to attack us behind walls; 
we would cut them off every ibul be- 
fore they got half way. through the 
ditch ; our cannifter fhot would mow 
them down. 

A voting man, named Pepper, 
came in -this morning from Cape 
Rouge; he confirms what Chaucer 
has faid about the difcontent of the 
New-Yorkers, and uneafinefs of the 
'Canadian peafants. '* The rebels, 
defpairing of fuccefs, have in fome 
meafure thrown off that fhew of juf- 
tice which they paraded before the 
habitants, 



Digitized 



by Google 



« ( 2 

habitants, and now enforce feme 
pretty unreasonable commands. This 
young man's father was offered the 
command of a gondola. They are 
to attempt to burn the fhipping by 
running the fire veflel full fail into 
Oil de Sac." # * 

litb. Heavy rain, with a flrong 
wind at N. E. Their battery is filent 
to-day ; they fay it muft be full of 
water, being fituated in a fwampy 
h'olldw. Rocket fignals were made 
at Cape Diamond", St, John's, and 
Palace-gate, at midnight. The re- 
bels threw one at tea at night, at the 
ferry at Menuf's> and at Holland* 
Jioufe. 

i2/£. Thawing, ffeety, caflerly 
weather. The faces of the baftion* 
and the ditch were lighted by fire* 
balls hung over the angles. The re- 
bels fired a good many (hot at Cul de 
Sac to-day ; they did very little da- 
mage. 

\$th. Lowrlng morning, windW. 
cold and freezing. Fire-balls lighted, 
rockets played off at the guards as 
vefterday morning. 

The IJunter floop of war received 
a fhot through her cabbin. 

It was difcovered that the prifoners 
in the Dauphin barracks had filed off 
the rivets of their handcuffs, and 
Jiad placed leadep ones in their Head. 

People feen at work where Chaucer 
faid they were to ereft a battery on 
the" heights; the ground 13 well 
chofen, but the Cavalier battery will* 
deftroy them; we fired fome fliot 
from rort Louis without much effecl. 
freezes hard this evening. 

14/^. No alarm laft night. . Wind 
at W. to-day, clear and warm . 
^helr fhot from Point Levy is all di- 
rected to Cul de Sac; they put one 
jnto the Lizard's ftern, and hurt the 
rnain-maft of a tranfport. Above 
1800, men will be under arms to- 
night, in expectation of an attack ; 
the block-houfe, about 100 yards 
©utfide of Port Louis was finjfhed to- 
day, and a guard of twenty men poft- 
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ed there in the eveaing. The conn* 
try is much in motion to-day, efpe* 
cially towards head quarters ; bodie* 
of men feen. 

# 1 $tb. Clear frofry weather laft 
night. We. were ready to receive 
the rebels, but there was no difturbr 
ance. Firerballs were lighted, and 
rockets thrown, as cultomary. In 
the afternoon we heari the voices of 
many men on the heights, finging 
out as is cuftomary in moving heavy 
bodies. 

In the evening a great body were 
aflembled at Menut's, and three chear* 
were heard very diflin&ly. It is fup- 
pofed by many that the New- Yorker* 
may have re-entered into the rebel 
fervice; others think that David 
Woofler may have been making % 
fine fpeech to them about liberty, 
and promifing mighty and fpeedy re<- 
infbrceme'nts, and painting out the 
glory and profit that will attend thofe 
who fhall enter Quebec in triumph. 
At the word profit, they gave three 
long cheers* 

At nine at night guns were fired 
at the Point of Orleans, and fignate 
were made there, A drifting fhallop, 
we fuppofe, gave the alarm; one 
paiTed the town about duflt. 

\6tb. Laft night was mild antf 
clear ^ the fire-balls were npt necef* 
fary. Rockets were fent up at the 
ufual places at one o'clock. QuU 
picquets at both blockrhoufes. Wind 
flrong at E. The rebels did not 
fire a fhot in return for many fent ta 
them at both batteries. We havtt 
geometrically meafured the diftancc 
to the laft, and find it to be ?%$ 
yards 2 feet. Rainy evening, 

17^. WindN, E. there fell two 
inches of fnow in the night, fire- 
balls lighted at one o'clock, and 
rockets thrown as ufual. The enemy 
working on the heights. Canoes and 
batteaux pafling ana repaffing oppofite 
Siilerie> full of men. The rebels 
fired none to-day. Captain Laforce 
went in a canoe to reconnoitre; he 
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was hailed from the Point Levy fide. 
The Canadians, on his afking why 
they did not come to town, aniwered, 
that they Jiad no canoes, and were 
clofely guarded ; they pre (Ted La- 
force to go on fhore ; but, aware of 
Point Levy treachery, he paddled 
away with a " bonfoir" 

\%th. Wind S. W, fhowers of 
fnow. Fire-balls lighted, and rock- 
ctsthrown as ufual. Some* fhot from 
Point Levy early in the morning ; 
canoes eroding from the fide full of 
men. Wood brought in to T day. In 
the afternoon came two deferters from 
the rebels. They report that " the 

. New-Yorkers, 300 in number, were 
afTembled on the 15th; every argu- 
ment was ufed to perfuade them to 
renew their engagements, which end- 
ed that day ; but before they were 
called together, they had determined 

• among themfelves to withftand the 
mofl preffing folicitations of their 
former Commanders ; they reprefent- 
ed that the Congrefs had deceived 
them : that their pay was flill due, 

. and that they had been in a manner 
forced to enter the fervice after their 
firft engagement had ended, therefore 
they would ferve the Congrefs no 
longer; they had feen their error, 
and would return to their duty j they 
were determined never to fire a fhot 
againft the King's friends. Their 
fpeaker ended with a God Ja<ve the 
Kingj which was echoed by one and 
all of them, with three cheers. Im- 
mediately thefe men were furrounded ; 
they were very ill ufed, and confined; 
the daftardly Canadian vagabonds in 
their fervice were the mofl forward in 
this work. They fay the rebels are 
1200 well, and 600 fick ; the Cana-r 
dians are not included ; they amufe 
the habitants with hopes of reinforce- 
ment, and they promife plunder to 
thofe who fhaU aflift them in taking 
the town," 

There is not a man at this hour 
within the walls who does not wiih 
that the rebels may attack us ; we 



know the reception they will mee% 
with, and we know that they dreacl 
it, although they tell their men tha$ 
they will be led to an eafy conquefl; 
but the 31ft of December is not yet 
forgot'ten. If any thing will tempt 
the habitants forward, it will be the 
profpett of rich plunder. 

** It has been whifpered in their 
camp, that two {hips have been feen. 
in the river, to the great difmay of 
the rebels." 

The ice of Lake St. Peter patted 
the town to-day. 

•9M. It froze hard, and was clear 
lafl night; all was quiet.- Fire-balls, 
and rockets as fignals a Vordinaire* 
Wind S. W. cloudy and cold to-day. 
Wood got in to-day. Firing from 
Point , Levy on the fhipping. The 
Canadians are afraid that the town 
will be burnt, and they fhall get no 
plunder. 

zcth\ Two men, who left Quebec 
laft fall, came down from Cape 
Rouge in a canoe ; they fay, '< that 
the rebels have made a fire vefTel of 
the brig Gafpey, which they took 
laft fall ; they have offered 20,003 
pounds to any perfon who will fleer 
her into Cul de Sac, and there fet 
fire to the train. No Yankey, no 
Yorker, nor ever a Canadian, has 
yet been found to offer his fervice. 
Ah Arcadian has faid that he will dp 
it for 30,000 pounds en bon argent 
fonnant. 
^ " Colonel Caldwell, with the 
eighth regiment, is on his way down 
from Niagara, with a number of In T 
dians, and that Arnold polled away 
to Montreal the moment this news, 
arrived." 

The rebels fired a few fhot at us 
to-day. We have almofl finifhed a 
battery of five twenty-four pounders 
behind the Hotel Dieu, from whence 
we have battered the ferry-houfe. 

They fay " that fome of the people 
who left us laft fall, have been very 
induflrious in preaching to the Cana- 
dians, advifing them to enter heartily 
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into the Bofton affair, elfe they will 
be irretrievably loft, and made flaves 
for ever." Thefe men add, " that 
Chaucer was fent in, hoping that he 
might find means to get out again. 
He promifed to return in three days, 
if alive ; he got a commiflion in the 
rebel army but a few days before he 
came into town. They alfo fay, that 
one of the prifoners, an officer, fent 
out a plan of fignals, by which the 
friends within the walls could be in- 
truded how and when the attack was 
to be conducted, and by what num- 
ber, that they might, if poflible, co- 
operate with thofe without. 

2 \jt* A clear ferene ni£ht, no dif- 
turbance. The rebels beat to arms 
at three o'clock this morning. Their 
battery on the heights does not feem 
to advance. They fired from Point 
Levy to-day at the hour of going to 
^4afs ; k is a diabolical fpirit ! They 
can but hope to kill a few harmlefs 
women and children. They fee that 
they cannot hurt the town. Hitherto 
^hey have killed a boy, wounded, a 
Jailor, and broke the leg of a turkey. 

Fine weather, wind S. YV\ fwalr 
lows (cen to-day. We keep a con- 
stant fire on the battery behind the 
ferry-houfe, from the walls between 
the Artillery barracks and St. John's- 
gate, from the two-gun battery, and 
from behind the Hotel Dieu. 

At dufk Laforce's armed fchooner, 
with 30 fine fellows, was hauled out 
into the ftfeam ; the rebels fired at 
her from Point Levy, and beat to 
arms ; the fchooner drove up with 
the ice; they were carried as far as 
Wolf's -cove before the Lizard's 
boat could reach her with a cable and 
anchor. The fchooner was fired on 
by a party ; fhe gave them guns for 
mufquets. 

22//. At day-break fnow with N. E. 
wind. Between nine and ten this 
morning the rebels opened the bat- 
tery ^behind! the ferry-houfe with two 
twelve-pounders, They have cut 



em brafu res through a very th Ick 
breafl-work which the French threw 
up in 1759. They fired between 30 
and 40 fliot at us ; they onjy pierced 
a few roofs ; they are obliged to ele- 
vate their guns very much. The red 
flag which has hung out fince the $th 
of March was taken down laft night ; 
fome people fay that their friend* 
within the walls well know what that 
means — there is no apparent joy in 
the countenances of the fu fpedted, 
perhaps no more reinforcements arc 
to be expected. 

23//. There fell three inches of 
foft floppy fnowfince yefterday morn- 
ing ; it was dark and low'ring all 
night ; we thought the night was fa- 
vourable, and we had a general pic- 
quet. Captain Laforce made a canoe 
come on board which was attempting 
to pafs ; fhe proved to be from Mont- 
real, with £x men on board. Mr. 
Roufleau, one of the fix, left New- 
York the 27 th of March. There 
prevailed a report there at' that time, 
" that 27 fail of large mips had been 
feen off Rhode-Ifland, and that the 
troops had evacuated Bofton, intend- 
ing for New-York; that Lord Stir- 
ling was to oppofe their landing with 
a great force ; that they have fent us 
a reinforcement by water from Bof- 
ton ; that he parted Mr. Thomas, 
lately an apothecary, now a General, 
with 1200 men, a reinforcement to 
the rebels, in Canada; on the 3d of 
April he pafTed their advanced party 
at Stillwater, 27 miles on this fide of 
Albany. . There were 80 batteaux 
waiting then at Ticonderoga. Lake 
George was not pafTable. Six iron 
24 pounders detain them much. 

" It has been reported at Albany 
with fear, and talked of confidently 
at Montreal, that Colonel Caldwell 
with the eighth regiment, and a num- 
ber cf Indians, are on their way dowa 
from the Upper Countries. v 

" If there had been batteaux to be 

had, between fix and feven hundred 

Canadian* 
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Canadians would Have come along 
wkh them. General Lee is gone to 
Virginia." 

The rebels fired a good deal from 
Point Levy and from the ferry-houfe; 
we made a great number of good fhota 
at both ; they have damaged a few 
chimrues. 

They opened their new battery on 
the heights, by throwing fix fmall 
ibells dire&eoT for the block-houfes ; 
they all fell fhort, and fome did not 
bu; ; '■■'-* returned fome of 13 and 
cf 'iu We made our ufual 

£gnals h„ ./: ir 1 i r^uard by 
rockets. 

24/^. Lafl night wi6C;: v — i ..old. 
The wind ihifted to N. W. where it 
continues. The rebels fired red hot 
t>aJIs into town ; they deflroyed a few 
chimnies. Their fire is much flack- 



Captain Laforcff chacad a parcel of 
canoes, the people got on more at 
Point Levy — he upbraided them for 
not coming to town ; they anfwere4 
that it was not from want of inclina- 
tion, but the moment they were mif- 
fing, their houfes would be burnt, 
and their flock carried off by the re- 
bels. He ended his converfatdon by 
telling them that, now was the time 
to retrieve their character, a few day* 
would deprive them of it. 

zjth. The laJfc night was very 
foggy; it was impoffible to fee, half 
way acrofs the ditch from the ram- 
parrs ; we* were very much on our 
piurd. This morning is clear. At 
one i:i the morning, juft after weha4 
fired our fignal rockets, fivefhot wer* 
thrown into town from the ferry bat- 
tery. We begin to look towards ' 



ened ; ours encreafes ; we have molt Poirit Levy for fhips from England, 



certainly very near deftroyed their 
works ; they fire but from one gun 
at the ferry ; we faw them carry off 
fame people in the heat of our fire; 
we have eleven guns bearing-on the 
ferry battery. They ftill fire from 
Point Levy on the (hipping. 

25A&. It did not freeze laft night. 
St. Charles's River clear of ice — this 
will force the rebels to crofs farther 
up than their battery, or they will 
crofs in reach of our guns. Mounted 
a 24 pounder againft their new bat- 
tery on the heights ; they hurt fome 
roofs and chimnies as ufual ; they 
cannot fweep our itreets from their 
batteries. Reports were heard at a 
diftance, like 12 or 14 great guns. 
Some people pleafc themfelves with 
the hopes that they were fired on 
board a fhip of war coming to our 
relief ; others think the reports may 
have been from Chabot's fchooner,, 
or a brig of Arnold's, which lies 
below. 

i€:h. The laft night was theworft 
we have had for many months; the. 
wind was violent at N. E. with a very 
heavy rain ; it cleared up in the ai- 
umooii ; firing on all lides. 



A Captain in the rebel army, one of 
our prifoners, was fent on board the 
armed fchooner for an attempt to 
efcape from the feminary. 

Between ten and eleven at night, 
the cathedral great bell rang the 
alarm, the drum beat to arms, and 
all the garrifon was potted in a few 
minutes ; it was a falfe alarm. A 
houfe on the beach, or a boat with 
hrufh-wood was on fire; the ferttries 
called out, " A fire-fhip ! a fire- 
fhip I" As it was known what the; 
matter was, every man was ordered 
home. 

The rebels did no hurt, though 
they fired a good deal to-day; we 
gave them ten fhot for one, and 
iome fhells. 

2%tb. It froze laft night. Wind at 
W. this morning, with fine weather. 
There has not been much firing on 
either fide to, day. The balls fired 
by the rebels were hot. 

zgt&* Wind S. W. ferene mild 
weather. Four mufquets fired on 
the heights in the night. 

30/J&. A fmall breeze at E. with 
foft rain in the morning ; fog with . 
heavy rain in the afternoon, 

Oa 
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On examining two foldiers of the 
Royal fuzileers, who were poffefTed 
of a great deal more money than is 
common for a private to have, they 
confefled that they had been bribed 
by fome of the rebel officers to aflift 
them in making their efcape the firft 
time they mould be on guard over 
them ; £hey were to kill any fentries 
or other perfons who mould attempt 
to flop them ; they were to have got 
over the wall of the Seminary garden 
to the grand battery, and walk down 
to the Sally-port, facing the Canoe- 
tree, there leap the wall, and pafs 
through St. Roc to the firft guard- 
houfe. On this charge two of the 
prifoners, after proof being had, 
were font on board Captain Laforce's 
veflel as apjace of greater fecurity. 

The fogginefs of the night macjfe 
a general picquet neceflary ; every 
man flept in his cloaths*; his arms 
and accoutrements lay by his fide. 
The guards anfr patroles were very 
vigilant. 

May \fl* There is not many in the 
garrifon who would not have been 
exceedingly happy to have had a cer- 
tainty in November laft, that on this 
welcome clay we mould fee all our 
friends around us, and in health. 
All ef us that were fhut up together 
ftill remain in High fpirits to congra- 
tulate each other on the near approach 
of relief from Britain. 

Thofe who never faw a fiege had 
many fears, well founded in their 
opinion. General Carleton wore 
ftill the fame countenance ; his looks 
were watched, and they gave courage 
to many ; there was no defpondeucy 
in his features; he had once faid, 
thai he lhould never grace the triumph 
of the^ rebels. He will find a nu- 
merous band to follow him in every 
danger ; and what will not trae bra- 
Very perform, led on by a man of fpi- 
rit, conduct, and experience. He is 
known, and that knowledge gave 
courage and flrength to his garrifon. 
Since the attack of the 31S of De- 



cember, it is a prevailing opinion, 
that fix thoufand American foldiers 
would be beat from our walls, were 
they to make a fecond attempt to 
ftorm ns. Colonel Maclean has been 
the moft indefatigable officer that ever 
had the fafety ofa garrifon at heart ; 
he was here, there, and every where 
in a moment, and feen at all hours 
of the night and of the day. Captain 
Mackenzie of his Majefty/s floop of 
war the Hunter, was beyond expref- 
fion active. The rebels batteries bear 
teftrmony of his abilities rn pointing 
euns ; he has much merit for having 
His failors under the ftri&eft difci- 
pllne ; he ranked as Major, and id 
that flation his fatigue, as field-of- 
ficer, every third day, was counted 
nought by him ; he was happy when 
the fervice required him to be on duty. 

Major Cox's experience in military 
affairs, and his engaging method of 
fhewing the militia their duty, made 
thofe who happened to be on picquet 
with him happy : his care and af- 
fiduity in the fervice deferves the 
greateft prarfe. 

Major Ecuyer, who has long beem 
in the army, had, with the other field- 
officers, his turn of duty every third 
day ; nothing in his power was want- 
ing to forward the fervice both bjr 
example and precept to the militia, 
Engliih, and French. 

In lhort, every officer fhewed to 
thofe under him the duty of a good 
foldier, and the foldiers improved by 
their example. If ever emulation w» 
confpicuous, it was in the garrifon of 
Quebec. 

At four o'clock this morning it be- 
gan to fnow, and by eight there lay 
three inches in depth on the ground 
— the wind is northerly and cold— a; 
began to clear up in the afternoon* 
The rebels fired hot balls from the 
ferry, and from Point Levy-^-a fhat 
entered the cabin window of the Fell 
armed fhip, mattered a boy's leg, 
wounded a man dangeroufly, and 
two flightly. 

A Cana* 
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A Canadian fellow came over from 
Point Levy to-day, as he pretends, 
on what Captain Laforce faid to the 
pack he chaced on ihore the other day\ 
He fays the rebels are 1 1 ,000 ; he 
pretends to be ignorant, but he is 
known for a <vaut rien ; as he is look- 
ed on as a fpy he is confined. We took 
up a very large batteau whicli floated 
down St. Charles's River. 

'2d. The laft night was very clear 
and very cold- 1 — Handing water froze a 
third of an inch— it freezes ftill, with 
W. N. W. wind. The rebels fired 
many hot fhot to-day from the ferry 
battery; fome chimnies were damag- 
ed, and fome roofs hurt. We made 
a foitie at Port Louis for wood ; be- 
hind fences, three or four hundred 
yards from the walls, we found piles 
cf fcaling ladders, rather better made 
than thole ufed the 3 1 ft of December, 
but yet heavy, and by far too fhort ; 
we did not touch them> in hopes that 
they will (ewe as traps for the rebels. 
At twelve o'clock at night, rockets 
and a fire-wheel, played off on the 
grand battery, were anfwered by 
rockets from the Hotel Dieu battery. 

3</. Laft night was delightfully 
clear and ferene; this morning the 
air is eafterly, with hot funfhintf. A 
fatigue party making a frize of them 
on the glacee. 

About 2©o men in three divifions 
were feen marching up towards 
WolfVcove, the firft had red co- 
lours, the fecond blue, and the third 
white; a number of batteaux attended 
'.them along more ; we imagine it is a 
part of Mr, Thomas's reinforcement, 
which Mr. fcoufleau pafled at Still- 
water. Rebels firing red hot balls 
from the ferry battery. We carried 
down fome cohorns to the. north cor- 
ner of St. Roc, to throw fmall fhells 
from thence into their battery ; they 
: were covered by a party. Between 
nine and ten at night, on the top of 
the tide, a veflel was defcried coming 
.up before the wind ; the people were 
wi fliing one another joy, not at all 



doubting but it was the firft of the*, 
fleet. The General was informed of 
it ; he told the mefTenger to order the 
artillery men to their guns. She was 
hailed three times ; no anfwer was 
made; the fourth hail was accom- 
panied with a threat to fink her.ih 
cafe fhe did not anfwer ; (he imme- 
diately fheefed in ihore ; then the 
batteries played on her, and in a mi- 
nute fhe appeared all in a blaze at 200 
yards from Cul de Sac, but very near 
the bpach ; fhellsj grenades, potards, 
pots-a-feu, burft very regularly ; fhe 
feemed well prepared, and might 
have done much mifchief had fhe been 
fleered into Cul de Sac. A boat was 
feen to row very quickly away froni 
her, the moment fhe fheefed in to-^ 
wards the fhore. It is thought that 
this was a brigantine of Arnold's 
which lay below ; fome fay that it 
was the Gafpey, that had pafTed the 
town in a dark night, but moft people 
think that it cannot.be. The whole 
town was under arms in an inftant 
after the drums beat and the bells 
rang; no confufion appeared, every 
body was cool, and wifhing the re- 
bels would attack. The night was 
moft remarkable fine and clear. It is 
furpriflng that they chofe fuch clear 
weather for this eriterprize * they muft 
furely know that there are King's 
/hips in the river, and for that reafon 
they fent her up, as the wind was 
fair. Her hull floated down with the 
tide, in a fine bright blaze ; every 
man was ordered to his picguet, to 
be ready at the beat of drum. 

4/£. Wind ftill eafterly, the fey 
heavy — it rained in the morning — at 
mid-day it cleared up at N. W. A 
few fhot from Point Levy to-day. 

$tb. It froze very hard laft night; 
the wind is ftill N, W, and cold. 

6tb. Laft night it froze a little. 
There is a gentle breeze at N. E. 
this morning ; at four o'clock guns 
were heard down the river, every tw6 
or three minutes. A woman came 
early to Palace-gate, and called to the 
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fentry, " that Mr. Thomas, with his 
reinforcement was come ; that David 
Woofter was gone off, and that there 
is a great buftle among them, loading 
carts with arms, baggage, &c;" 

About fix a veffei appeared turning 
round Point Levy, to the inconceivable 
joy of allthegarrifon; every foul left 
their beds to run to the grand battery 
to feaft their eyes, when they heard the 
joyful tidings. On our firing a gun me 
brought to, and fired their guns to 
leeward. She proved to be the Sur- 
prize frigate, commanded by Captain 
Lindfay. Part of the 20th regiment 
on board, the firft of tne reinforce- 
ment ; they, with the marines, were 
immediately fent on fhore. The 
drums beat to arms, and all the dif- 
ferent corps appeared on the parade. 
It was ordered that all Volunteers in 
the Englifh and French militia mould 
join the troops and failors, to march 
out and attack the rebels ; every man 
almoft in both corps was forward to 
offer his fervice. 

General Carleton, at the head of 
about 800 men, marched out at 
twelve o'clock. Colonel Maclean 
was fecond in command. Colonel 
Caldwell marched at the head of his 
Iritifh militia. The little army ex- 
tended itfelf quite acrofs the plains, 
making a noble appearance. We 
looked formidable to the rebels. A 
few of them were hid among the 
bufhes, and fired on our advanced 
party, without hurting a man ; the 
reft fled moft precipitately as foon as 
our field-pieces began to play on their 
guard-houfes ; they left cannon, muf r 
quets, ammunition, and even cloaths ; 
we found the road ftrewed with muf- 
quets as we purfued them ; cloaths, 
bread, pork, all lay in heaps in the 
highway. We took howitzers, field- 
pieces, &c. &c. So great was thejr 
panic, that they left behind them 
many letters and papers of confe- 
quence to thofe who wrote them, and 
to ^ the perfons to whom they were 
written; they alfo left their orderly 

Vol. VI. 



books ; look which way foever, one 
could fee men flying, and loaded 
carts driving away with all pof&ble 
fpeed. 

We took pofleflion of the General 
Hofpital, and of a guard-houfe two 
miles farther, Holland-houfe, Mr. 
Dupre's, &c. where we found pork, 
flower, % ammunition, and artillery 
ftores. At Sillerie we found flower. 

In the afternoon two frigates were 
fent up the river to take and deflroy 
their craft. 

We mounted a Captain's guard at 
the General Hofpital this evening. 

ytb. Every thing was very quiet in 
the night. This morning many 
priefts have come to town from the 
adjacent parifhes, with chearful coun- 
tenances, to pay their refpe&s to the 
Governor, and make their obsifance 
to the Bifbop. Their diftinguifhed 
loyalty will ever redound to their ho- 
nour; a great number of people are 
flocking into town, many with guilty 
faces. 

The peafants, with their eyes on 
the ground, come fneaking in, with 
a few eggs, milk, butter, &c. meanly 
cringing and fubmiflive, confeious 
that their bafe conduct merits chaf- 
tifement. Afk one the price of his 
butter — Ah mon cber 9 Monfieur, re- 
pond if, c y eft a *vous a /aire Ie frix, 
ce que njous plaira me content era* 
Parlies are fent into the pariihes near 
the town. The frigate took an armed 
fchooner at Sillerie; fhe took the 
Gafpe at Cape Rouge; they had beea 
at work on her as a fire-fhip ; fhe 
took fome other veiTels ;' fhe fired on 
fome batteaux full of men ; they 
rowed clofe in fhore, and, unfortu- 
nately, the turning of the tide obliged 
the frigate to come to an anchor; 
the batteaux got off; a number of 
people were killed, and fome taken. 

The rebels were in fuch hurry to 
get fafe off, that they put their ftck 
on fhore, leaving many of them to 
perifh on the beech. God be praifed 
that we are now at liberty to breathe 
F the 
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the air of the country. 
Hole in u$K>n us through the woods ; 
a dreadful panic feized them, and 
they left us precipitately. 



Articles ^/"Confederation and 
perpetual Union between the 
States of Nenu-Hamfjhire, Maf- 
facbufetts-Bay, Rhode- IJland* and 
Providence Plantations, Connecti- 
cut, New-fork, Ncw-Jerfey, penn- 
fylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, Soutb- 
Carolina, and Georgia* 
Article I. Theftile of this Con- 
federacy ihall be " The United States 
of America," / 

Art. II. Each State retains its fo- 
vereignty, freedom, and independ- 
ence, and every power, jurifdiftion, 
and right, which is not by this Con- 
federation exprefsly delegated to the 
United States, in Congrefs affembled. 
< ' Art, III. The faid States hereby 
feverally enter into a firm league of 
ftiendfhip with each other, for their 
common defence^ the fecurity of their 
liberties, and their mutual and general 
welfare, binding themfelves to aflifl 
each other, againft all force offered 
to, or attacks made upon them, or 
any of them, on account of religion, 
fovereignty, trade, or any other pre- 
tence whatever. 

Art. IV. The better to fecure 
and perpetuate mutual friendfhip and 
, intercourfe among the people of the 
different States in this union, the 
free inhabitants of each of thefe 
States, paupers, vagabonds, and fu- 
gitives from juitice, excepted, mall be 
entitled to ail privileges and immu- 
nities of free citizens in the feveral 
States ; and the people of each State 
ihall have free ingrefs and regrefs to 
and from any other State, and fhall 
enjoy therein all the privileges of 
trade and commerce, fubjeel: to the 
fame duties, impofitions and reftric- 
fions as the inhabitants thereof re- 
fpeclively, provided that fuch reftric- 
iion ihall not extend #> fax as to pre r 
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The rebels vent the removal oflproperty import- 
ed into any State, to any other State 
of which the owner is an inhabitant ; 
provided alfo, that no impofition, 
duties or redaction mall be laid by 
any State, on the property of the 
United States, or either of them. 

If any perfon guilty of, or charged 
with treafon, felony, or other high 
mifdemeanor in any State, ihall flee 
from juftice, and be found in any of 
jie United States, he ihall, upon de- ' 
mand of the Govornor, or executive 
power of the State from which he 
Bed, be delivered up and removed to 
the State having jurifdi&qn of 'his 
offence. 

Full faith and credit ihall be jjiven 
In each of thefe States to the records, 
afts and judicial proceedings of the 
Courts and Magiftrates of every Staje. 

Art. V. For the more convenient 
management of the general intereft* 
of the United States, delegates ihall 
be annually appointed in fuch manner 
as the Legiflature of each State mall 
direct, to meet in Congrefc on the 
firft Monday in November, in every 
year, with a power reierve4 to each 
State, to recall its delegates, or any 
of them, at any time within the year, 
and to fend others in tneir fteadj, for 
the remainder of the year. 

No State frail- be reprefented in 
Congrefs by lcfs than two nor by more 
than feven members,: and no perfon 
ihall be capable of being a delegate 
for more than three years, in any 
term of fix years ; nor ihall any per- 
fon, being a delegate,, be capable of 
holding any office under the United 
States, for which he, or another, for 
his benefit receives any falary; fee* 
or emolument of any kind. 

Each State mall maintain its own 
delegates in a meeting of the States* 
and while they a£k as members of the 
Committee of the States. 

In determining queftions in the 

United States in Congrefs aifembled» 

each State ihall have one vote. 

, Freedom of fpeech and debate in 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs fhall not 
queitioned in any Courts, or place 
out of Congrefs, and the members of 
Congrefs mail be protected in their 
perfons from arrefts and imprifon- 
ments, during the time of their going 
to and from, and attendance on Con- 
grefs, except for treafon, felony, or 
breach of the peace* 

Art. VI. No State without the 
confent of the United Stales in Con- 
grefs aflembled, mall fend any em- 
DafTy to, or receive any embafly from, 
or enter into any conference, agree- 
ment, alliance or treaty with any 
King, Prince or State ; nor fhall any 
perfon holding any office of profit or 
truft under the United States, or any 
of them, accept of any prefent, emo- 
lument, office or title, of any kind 
whatever, from any King, Prince Or 
foreign State; nOr mail the United 
States in Congrefs aflembled, or any 
of them, grant any title of nobility. 

No two or more States fhall enter 
into any treaty, confederation, or al- 
liance whatever between them, with- 
out the confent of the United States 
in Congrefs aflembled, fpecifying ac- 
curately the purpofes for which the 
fame is to be entered into, and how 
long it fhall continue. 

No State mall lay any imports or 
duties, which may interfere with any 
ftipnhticms in treaties, entered into 
by the United States in Congrefs af- 
lembled, with any King, Prince, or 
State, in purfuance of any treaties 
already propofed'by Congrefs, to the 
Courts of France and Spain. 

No veflek of war lhall be kept up 
in time of peace by any State, except 
fuch number only, as lhall be deemed 
neceflary by the United States in 
Congrefs aflembled, for the defence 
of fuch State, or its trade ; nor fhall 
any body of forces be kept up by any 
State,' in time of peace, except fuch 
number only, as in the judgment of 
the United States, in Congrefs af- 
fetnBled, fhall be deemed requifite to 
garrifon the forts neceflary for the de« 
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be impeached or fence of fuch State ; but every State 
fhall always keep up a well regulated 
and difciplined militia, fufficiently 
armed and accoutred, and fhall pro- 
vide, and conftantly have ready for 
ufe, in public ftores, a due number 
of field-pieces and tents, and a pro- 
per quantity of arms, ammunition, 
and camp equipage. 

No State fhall engage in any war 
without the confent of fhe United 
States in Congrefs aflembled, unlefs 
fuch State be actually invaded by 
enemies, or fhall have received cer- 
tain advice of a refolution being 
formed by fome nation of Indians to 
invade fuch State, and tHe danger ts 
fo imminent as not to admit of a de- 
lay, till the United States in Con- 
grefs aflembled can be confulted, nor 
fhall any State grant commiffions to 
any fhtps or vefTels of war, nor letter* 
of marque, or reprifal, except it be 
after a declaration of war ay the 
United States in Congrefs aflembled, 
and then only againft the kingdom or 
State, and the fubjetts thereof againft 
which war has been fo declared, and 
under fuch regulations as fhall be 
eftablifhed by the United States in 
Congrefs aflembled, unlefs fuch State 
be infefted by pirates, in which cafe 
veflels of war may be fitted out for 
that occafion, and kept fo long as the 
danger fhall continue, or until the 
United States in Congrefs aflembled 
fhall determine otherwife. 

Art. VII. When land forces are 
raifed by any State for the common 
defence, all officers of or under the 
rank of Colonel, fhall be appointed 
by the Legiflature of each State re- 
fpeftively, by whom fu;h forces fhall 
be raifed, or in fuch manner as fuch 
State fhall direct, and all vacancies 
fhall be filled up by the State which 
firft made the appointment. 

Art. VIII. All charges of war, 
and all other expences that fhall be 
incurred for the common defence of 

feneral welfare, and allowed by the 
Jnited States in Congrefs aflembled, 
F 2 fhall 
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mall be d$frayq4 out.of the common 
heafury.'.whxph^all be fupplied by, 
the feveral State?, in proportion tfl 
the yalue : pf ill )and within each 
[ State,, graced to, pi: furveyed for 
any peri$&j as fuch land and the 
building ,aji4 improvements thereon 
majl be .e&^a^d according to fuch 
mode as tjie United ; States in Con- 
grefs affeijibjed^ 'foall, from time to 
timeYdireft and, appoint. The taxes 
for paying that; proportion mall be 
laid and levied by the authority and 
direction of the Legiflatures of the 
feveral States within the time agreed 
upon by the United States in Con- 
grefs aflemblefL 

Art. IX* : The United States in 
Congrefs affembjed mail have the 
fole and exclunve right and power of 
determining jpn peace and war, ex- 
w e'ept in the cafqs mentioned in the 
Vlth article-rof fending and receiv- 
ing Ambafladqrs— entering into trea- 
ties and alliances, provided that no 
treaty of commerce fhall be made^ 
• whereby the legislative power of the 
refpedive States fhall be retrained, 
from impofing fuch impofts, and du- 
ties on foreigners as their own people 
are fubje&ed to, or from prohibiting 
the exportation or importation of any 
fpecies of goods or commodities what- 
fbev'er~ of eftabli thing rules for de- 
ciding in all. cajes, what captures on 
land or water i hall be legal, and in 
what manner prizes taken by land or 
naval forces in- the fervice of the 
United States (hall be divided or ap- 
propriated—of granting letters of 
marque and repri&l in times of peace 

appointing Courts for, the trial of 

piracies, and felonies committed on 
the high feas, and eftabliihing Courts 
for receiving and determining finally 
appeals iu ; all cafes of captures, pro- 
vided, that no member of Congrefs 
fhall be appointed adjudge of any of 
the faid Courts. ,, 

' The United" States in Congrefs af- 
* fembled fhall alio be the laft rcibrt on 
appeal in all difputes and differences 



now fubfifting, or that hereafter may 
arife between two or,more States con* 
cerning boundary, . jwifdiQian:,. or 
any other caufe whatever ; which au- 
thority Ihall always be exercifed in 
the manner following : Whenever the 
legiilative or executive authority or 
lawful agent of any State in contro- 
verfy with another, ihall prefent a 
petition, to Congrefs ftating the mat- 
ter in queftion, ajad praying for a 
hearing, notice thereof fhall be given 
by order of Congrefs to the legiflative 
or executive authority of the other 
State in controverfy, and a day .af- 
figned for the appearance of the par- 
ties, by their lawful agents, who 
Ihall then be directed to .appoint by 
joint content, -Commiffioners or 
Judges to conftitute a Court for hear- 
ing and determining the matter in 
queflion ; but if they, cannot agree, 
Congrefs ihall name three perfons 
out of each of the United States, and 
from the lift of fuch perfons each 
party ihall alternately ftrike out one, 
the petitioners beginning, until the 
number ihall be reduced to thirteen ; 
and from that number not lefi than 
feven, nor more than nine names as 
Congrefs ihall direel, ihall, in the 
prefence of Congrefs be drawn out by 
lot;, and the perfons whofe -names 
ihall be fo drawn, or any five of 
them, ihall be Commiflioners or 
Judges, to hear and finally determine 
the controverfy, fo always as a major 
part of the Judges who mall hear the 
caufe ihall agree in, the^determina- 
tion ; and if either party fhall ne- 
glect to attend at the day appointed, 
without fhewing reafons, which Con- 
grefs ihall judge fufficient, or being 
prefent fhall refute to ftrike, the Con- 
grefs ihall proceed to nominate three 
perfons put of each State, and the Se- 
cretary of Congrefs fhall ftrike in be- 
half of fuch party abfent or refufing ;^ 
and the judgment and fentence of the 
Court fo to be appointed, in the man- 
ner before defcribed, fhall be final and 
conclufive ; and if any of the parties 

mail 
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{hall refute to Aibmit to the authority 
of fuch Court, or to appear or defend 
their claim, or caufe* the Court (hall 
nevertheless proceed to pronounce * 
fentence, or judgment, which (hail 
in Eke manner be final and decifive, 
the judgment or fentence and other 
.proceedings being in either cafe tranf- 
mitted to Congrefs, and lodged among 
the Acts of Congrefs for the fecurity 
of the parties concerned; provided 
that every Commiffioner, before he 
fits in judgment, (hall take an oath 
to be adminiftered by one of the 
Judges -of the fupreme or fuperior 
Court of the State, where the caufe 
ihaU be tried, «* well and truly to 
hear; and determine the matter in 
queitien, according to the beft of his. 
judgment, without favour, attention 
or hope of reward;" provided alio, 
that no ffete mail be deprived of ter- 
ritory for the benefit of the United 
States, 

AH contreverfies concerning the 
private right of foil claimed under 
different grantt Of two or more States, 
whofe jurifdictions as they may re- 
fect* fach, lands, and the States 
which paffed roch grants are adjuued ; 
thefakl grants or either of them be- 
ing at the fame time claimed to have 
originated antecedent to fuch fettle- 
ment *>f jurifdictjon, ihall on the pe- 
tition of either party to the Congrefs 
of the United States, be finally de- 
termined as near as may be in the 
fame manner as is before prefcribed 
for deciding difputes reflecting ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction between different 
States. 

The United States in Congrefs af- 
fembled ihall alfo have the fble and 
exclusive right and power of regulat- 
ing the alloy and value of coin flruck 
by their own authority, or by that of 
the refpective States—— fixing the 
ftandard of weights and meafures 
throughout the United States — regu- 
lating the trade and managing all 
affairs, with the Indians, no{ mem- 
bers of any of the States, provided 



that the legiflative right of airy Stat* 
within its own limits be not infringed 
or violated— eftablifhing and regulat- 
ing pod-offices from one State to an- 
other, throughout all the United 
States, and exacting fuch pOftage on 
the papers pafling through the fame, 
as may be requifite to defray the ex- 
pence of the faid office— appointing 
all officers of the land forces, in the 
fervice of the United States, except- 
ing regimental officers— -appointing 
all the officers of the naval forces, and 
commiffioning all officers whatever in 
the fervice of the United States — 
making rules for the government and 
regulation of the faid Ian J and naval 
forces, and directing their operations. 
The United Stales in Congrefs af- 
fembled (hall have authority to ap- 
point a Committee, to fit in the re- 
cefs of Congrefs, to be denominated, 
" A Committee of the States," and 
to confift of one delegate from each 
State; and to appoint fuch other 
Committees and civil officers as may 
be neeeflary for managing the general 
affairs of the United States under 
their direction— to appoint one of 
their number to prefide, provided 
that no peribn be allowed to ferve in 
the office of President more than one 
year, in any term of three years ; to 
afceftain the neeeflary fums of money 
to be raifed for the fervice of the 
United States, and to appropriate 
and apply the fame for defraying the 
public expences — to borrow money, 
or emit bills on the credit of the 
United States, tranfmitting every 
half year to the refpective States an 
account of the fums of money fo bor r 
rowed or emitted to build and equip 
a navy— to agree upon the number of 
land forces and to make requifitions 
from each State for its quota, in pro- 
portion to the number of white inha- 
bitants in fuch State; which requL 
fition ihall be binding, and there- 
upon the Legi nature of each State 
ihall appoint the regimental officers, 
raife the men, and cloath, arm and 

equip 
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^uiptdtfmiw e f<?Wief*lifce maimer* 
at threepence of the United Stater, 
a*d ttopficerfc and men ib cloathed, 
armed a©d. equipped, (hall march to 
the tjtace, appointed* and within she 
time agreed on. by the United States 
m Congrefe aflemWed 2 but if the 
United States in Congrefs atfembled, 
fiiall, in coftfideration w curceaAaaees, 
judge proper that any State fbould 
not raiie,men> orfcouW raiffe a fmailer 
feumber than it* quota, and that any 
other State mould raife agreater num- 
ber of men than the quota thereof, 
fuch extra number /hall bfrraifed, of- 
ficered, cloathed, armed, and equip* 
£ed in the fame manner as the quota 
of fuch State, unlefs the Legiftature 
of fuch S$a*e (hall judge that fuch. 
■extra number cannot be fafelgr fpaaed 
out of the fame*, in which cafe they 
mall raifo* o&cer, clothe, arm, and 
equip as many of fuch extra number 
a* they judge can be fafely fpared. 
And the officers and men fo cloathed, 
armed and equipped, (hall march to 
the place appointed, and within the 
time agreed on by the United States 
in Congrefi aiTembled. 

The United States in Congrefs af- 
fanbled (hall never engage in a war, 
nor grant letters of marque or repii- 
fal, in time of peace, nor enter into 
treaties or alliances, nox coin money, 
nor regulate the value thereof*, nor 
afcertain the fums and expenses ne- 
ceflary for the defence and welfare 
of the United States, or any of them, 
nor emit bills, nor borrow money on 
the credit of the United States, nor 
appropriate money, nor agree upon 
the* number of veffels of war* to be 
built or purchafed, er the number 
Of land or fea forces to be rai fed, nor 
appoint a Commander in Chief of 
the army or navy, unlefs nine States 
aflent to.tjie feme : nor ihall a queition 
on any other point, . except for ad- 
journing from day to day be deter- 
mined, unlefs by the vote of a ma- 
jority of the United States in Con- 
grefs adembled. 



The Congrefs of the United State* 
mail have power to adjourn at any 
time within the year, and .to any 
place within the United States, fo 
that no. period of adjournment be for 
a longer duration than the- foace of 
fix months, and ihall pnbbrfh the 
journal of their proceedings monthly, 
except fuch part thereof relating to 
treaties, alliances, or military ope* 
rations, as in their judgment require 
fecrecy; and: the yeas and nays of 
the delegates of each State on any 
queftum mail be entered on the jour- 
nal, when it is defired by any dele- 
gate; and the delegates of a State, 
or any of them, at his or their re- 
queft, mail be furnifhed with atran£. 
script of the faid journal, except fuck 
parts as are above excepted, to lay 
before the Legislatures of the feueral 
States. 

AtT. X. The Committee of the 
States, or any nine of them, mall be 
authorifed to exeeute, in the recefs 
of Congrefs, fuch of the powers o(f 
Congrefs as the United State*- in 
Congrefs aflembled, by the confent 
of nine States, mall, from time to 
"time; think expedient to veil them 
with ; provided that no power be de- 
legated to the faid Committee, ror 
*he exerrife of which, by the Articles 
of Confederation, the voice of nine 
States in the Congrefs of the United 
States aiTembled is requisite. 

Art* XI. Canada accedirjgrto this 
Confederation, and joining in the 
meafures of the United States, fhall 
:be admitted into, and entitled to aH 
the advantages of this Union ; but 
no other colony (hall be admitted into 
the fame, unlefs fudh admiffion be 
agreedto by nine States. 

Art. XIL All bills of credit emit- 
ted, monies borrowed, and debts con- 
tracted by, or under the authority of 
Congrefs, before the afiembling of 
the United States, in purfuanceof the 
prefent Confederation, fhatlbe deem- 
ed and confidered as a charge again ft 
the United States, for payment and 
fatis faction 
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fatisfaftion whereof, the {aid United 
States, and public faith, are hereby 
folemnly pledged; 

Art. Xlll, Every State fiull 
abide by the determinations of the 
United States in Congrefi aflembled, 
on all que&ons which by this Con- 
federation are fubmitted to them. 
And the Articles of this Confederation 
fhall be inviolably obferved by every 
State, and the Union fhall be perpe- 
tual ; nor fhall any alteration at any 
time hereafter be made in any of 
them ; unlefs fuch alterations be 



agreed to in Coup-els of the Unite* 
States, and be afterwards confirmed 
by the Legiflature of each $ttte. 
" Thefe Articles fhall be propofci 
to the Legiflature* of the Unked 
States, to be considered, and if ap- 
proved of by them, they are ad- 
vifed to authorifc their delegates, 
to tatiry the fame in the Congreia 
a£ the United States ; which being 
done, the fame matt heroine con- 
dufive." By order of Congxefs, 
Henry Laurens, Prefldeat. 
£«■ J> «777* 
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Ships Names, and MafUrs* 
Induftry, afchooner, 
Indnftry, Darling, 
Johanna, Shea* 
John, a tranfport, 
John, Cafaman, 
John and William, Falkner, 
John and Richard, Gould, 
Jonathan, Townfhend, 
Juno, Haverfcomber, 
Juno, Harfon, # 

King George, Weftmore, 
Lady Jane, Hawkins, 
Lancailer Hero, 
Lapwing, Harris, 
Lapwing, Mathers, 
Laurence, Maitland, 
Lawfon, a tranfport, 
Liberty, Wilkins, 
Lord Howe, a tranfport, 
Macfguin, Room, 
Margery, Boyd, 
Mary, 

Mary, Afhwick, 
Mary, Pearfe, 
Mary, Richie, 
Mermaid, Cochran, 
Minehead, JJlackftone, 
Molly, Lyme, 
Nancy and Mary, Le Gale, 
Nancy, Wood, 
Nancy, Hooper, 
Nancy, Underbill, 
Newfoundland, Inna, 
Norman, Withers,, 



retaken* 



retaken, 
with 1 So Haves, <se? 



rfttaken* 



From and to 
In the Delaware, 
London to Jamaica, 
Newfoundland to a market* 
In the Delaware. 
Miiufippi to London, 
Lifbon to New- York, 
Africa to Jamaica. * 
Liverpool to Jamaica. 
Bermuda to London, 
Jamaica to Briitol, 
Chefter to New-York. 
WefUIndies to Halifax. 
Weft-Indies to London* 
Jamaica to Honduras, 
Weil-Indies to Florida. 
Newfoundland to a market. 
Glafgow to Quebec, with troops and cloadung- 
Corke to New- York, retaken. 

In the Delaware. 
BriftoltoNew-York. 
Jamaica to New- York, 
belonging to Biddefbrd, retaken* 

Newfoundland to St. Andero. 
Newfoundland to a market* ' 
Malaga to London. 
Glafgow to B&rbadoes. ' i 

Newfoundland to Bilboa. 
New- York to Jamaica. 
Newfoundland to a market. 
Falmouth to Quebec, 
St. Vincent's to London. 
Newfoundland to Bilboa. 
Newfoundland to a market. 
Scotland to Halifax. 

Noftra 



with wine. 
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Ships Names and Mafttrt. From and to 

Noftra Signora de St. Antonio, Rio de Janeiro to Fyal, 
Orion, Chalmers. 
Peace and Plenty, Denton, 
Polly floop, 



Polly and Betfey, 
Polly, Jenkins, 
Polly, Alward, 
Polly, Steevens, 
Proudfoot, Trew, 
Rainbow, Gordon, 
Rebecca, Blackburn, 
Rebecca, Wilfon, 
Rebecca, Caftle, 
Royal Bounty, 
Sally, Sheet, . 

Sally, Roberts, 
Sail/, Allen, 
Sally, Sinclair, 
Sally, Trotter, 
Scipio, Kirkman, 
Sea-Horfe, Philips, 
Scipio, Kirkman, 
Severn, 

Severn, Henderfon, 
Shaftemury, Sflaner, 
Sifters Delight, Scott, 
Smyrna Galley, Garnet, 
Spicer, Lamont, 
St. Anna, Delbo, 
St. Auguftine, Noel, 
Sufannah, Roberts, 
Sufannah, Chalmers, 
Sufannah, Wood, 
Swan, Chambers, 
Sybil, Potts, 
Syren, Reynolds, 
Tartar; Pearfon, ^ 
Three Friends, Coppinger, 
Three Sifters, Matters, 
Trader's Increafe, 
True Briton, 

Two Brothers, Elfon, 
Two Sillers, 

Two Sifters, Marfhall, 
Two Friends, Mansfield, 
Venus, Weeks, 
Unicorn, Matthews, 
TJnicorn, Walters, 



New-York to Jamaica, 
Weft-Indies to New- York. 
Newfoundland to a market. 
St. KittYto London, 
Newfoundland to Dominica, 
Ditto to Barbadoes, 
St. Vincent's to London. 
Luncrich to Penfacola. 
belonging to Waterford. 
London to the Weft-Indies. 
Leeward Iflands to Halifax. 
Greenland to Leith, 
Jamaica to Philadelphia, 



retaken. 



retaken. 
retaken, 
retaken. 



retaken, 
with 260 punch, 
of rum. < 
with 400 flaveSf 



retaken. 

retaken. 



with, 1 80 ftaves\ 
releafed. 



retaken. 



retaken, 
retaken. 



Africa to Jamaica, 

Halifax to Quebec. 

Honduras to London*. 

Newfoundland to a market, 

Ditto to ditto, 

Penfacola to Weft-Indirs. 

Weft-Indies to London. 

Jamaica to London, 33 hhds. of rum and 195 

offugar. 
Jamaica to Briftol, 
From Oporto, 
Gold Coaft to St. Kitt's, 
Smyrna to London, 
Honduras to Glafgow. 
Guadaloupe to Charles-town. 
Ditto to Bofton. 
Newfoundland to England, 
Weft- Indies to New- York, 
• London to Halifax^ 
Briftol to Jamaica. 
New- York to Halifax. 
Newfoundland to a market. 
Ditto to ditto. 
Corke to Cadiz. 
Weft Indies to Halifax. 
Cork« to the Weft-Indies. 
Jamaica to New- York, 400 hhds. of rum and 

20 offugar* 
Newfoundland to Oporto, 
Ditto to Ditto, v 
Quebec to Jamaica. 
New -York to the Weft-Indies, 
Greenland to Liverpool, retaken. 

Bay of Honduras to England. 
Weft-Indies to New-York, retaken, 

Watfon, 
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- Ships Names and Mafiers* 
Watfon, a tranfport^ 
William and Mary, Cafey, 
William, Davjs, 
Wilfon, Johnfon, 
-Wynn, French, 



. ( 4> .) 

From and to 
Jamaica to Philadelphia, 
Grenada to Ireland. 
Honduras to London. 
Clyde to New- York. 
Africa to the Weft-Indies. 



^ ^rith rum. 



Munich, Dec. 30. His Serene High- 
nefs Maximilian Jofeph, Elector of 
Bavaria, who had been ill of the fmall 
pox about three weeks, died at a 
quarter £aft one o'clock this after- 
noon in the 51ft year of his age, 
greatly lamented by all ranks of 
people. [London Gazzette* 

Cologn, Jani 9. Letters from Man- 
heim advife, that the Elector Palatine 
fet out the 2d of this month for Mu- 
nich, to take a formal provifional po£ 
iefiion of the Electorate of Bavaria. 

Ratifion, Jan. 4. Immediately af- 
ter the deceafe of the Elector of Ba- 
varia, the Elector Palatine got him- 
felf declared Duke of the Upper and 
Lower Bavaria, and fent from Neu- 
bourg, Commiflaries charged to re- 
ceive the oath of fidelity of the Ma* 
giftrates and Officers, both civil and 
military, of the fuburb of Ratifbon, 
-dependent on Bavaria; every thing 
is, in the mean time, to continue on 
the antient footing, until further or- 
ders ; but it is to be obferved, that 
according to the exprefs difpofition of 
the treaty of Ofnaburgh, Art. IV. 
S. 9. the fuffrage of the Palatine in 
the Electoral College fhall ceafe, and 
that from henceforth there fhall be 
only eight Electors in the Empire. 

Ratijbon, Jan. 2. The Auitrian 
troops have entered the Bailiwick of 
Burghaufen. Ori the other hand, it 
•is prefumed that the fcing of Prufiia 
having promifed his afliftance to the 
Eledtrefs Dowager of Saxony, that 
Monarch will ftize this opportunity 
to claim his rights to the Landgra- 
viate of Luchtenbergand the county, 
of Cham ; the former iituate in the 
Upper Palatinate, and the latter on 
the frontiers. 

Vol. VI. 



Ehraft of a letter- from Munich > 
Jan. 21. 
" The lot of Bavaria is eaft. The 
Houfe of Auftria eriters Into pofleffion 
of all the eftates belonging- to John, 
Duke of Bavaria, by virtue of an ex- 
pectation from the Emperor' Sigif- 
mond, and a convention very lately 
entered into with the Elector Pala- 
tine. Thefe eftates include the dis- 
tricts of the regency of Staubergen 
and Land hut, called Lower Bavaria ; 
befjdes this, Auftria will have the 
Dukedom of Cham, fttuate between 
the Upper Palatine, Bavaria and Bo- 
hemia, and the town of Scharding oa 
the Inn." 

In March, 1778, the following 
Memorial was circulated at Ratifbon : 
A brief Account of the Succeffion of 
the Elector. ^Bavaria. 

The Elector of Bavaria dying on 
the 30th of December, 1777, with- 
out ifTue, has produced a moft inte- 
refling period, and opened a theatre, 
on which are exhibited fcenes of vaft 
political views and' pretenftons. To 
judge of thefe properly, it will be ne- 
ceflary to collect, in one point of 
view, the claims of the different par- 
ties concerned. 

The claims of the Palatine Houfe 
are undoubtedly the ilrongeft and 
moft extenfive, and defcended to 
them, on the death of the late Elector 
of Bavaria, in a regular line, through 
a .long feries of ages. Otto, Count 
Palatine of'Weftphalia, having been 
named Duke of Bavaria by the Em- 
peror Frederic I. in the year 1 1 8o, 
(after the profcription of Henry of 
Brunfwick, Duke of Saxony and 
Bavaria, furriamtd the Lion) hi 

G grandfon 
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grandfon, Otto the Illuftrious, thus 
divided Bavaria : his firffc fon, Lewis 
the Severe, had the Upper Bavaria 
and the Palatinate ; and Henry, the 
fecond fon, had the Lower Bavaria, 
which formed two branches. The fe- 
cond title becoming extin&in j 340, 
the eftates-af-the. Lower, Bavaria were 
the fame year re-united with thofe of 
.the Upper Bavaria, Ltftoi* the Se- 
vere, Duke of the Upper Bavaria, 
and Count Palatine .of the Rhine, 
dying in 1294, left two fons : Lewis, 
who inherited the Duchy of Bavaria, 
and . was afterwards Emperor ; and 
JRodolph, who fuceee^ed him in the 
.Palatinate. In .1329, the Emperor 
Lewis concluded a folema Conyenr 
tipn at Pavia with his, nephews, the 
-Counts Palatine, descended from Ro- 
^olph, by which they thus divided 
.their eftates : Lewis kept the Upper 
JJavaria, and t t,he fons -of Rodolph 
had the Lower Palatinate, or that of 
the Rhine ; and this part of Bavaria 
has fince received -the. nam*' of the 
Upper, Palatinate. At the fame time 
they mutually engaged conftahtly to 
affift in die reciprocal fucceffion to their ^ 
flefloral dignity^ and to all their 
jftaies ; promifing alfo, neither to give 
jtp, fell j or otherwfe alienate any 
fart of them. 

This convention of Payia was con- 
firmed at different times, and always 
Jerved as the ground- work -of their 
family compacts, whicjt the two 
.branches renewed, a£ different times, 
as in I724, 1746, 17.61, and 1774. 
In thefe treaties were corifeque/itly 
included, not only the Upper but 
alfo the Lower Bavaria, which the 
Emperor Lewis,, in 1340, re-united 
|o his line ; and this was the fundar 
Miental law of that common family, 
from -which none of it$ branches 
could depart. Notwithftanding thefe 
ties of blood and treaty, an invete- 
rate hatred and emulation had long 
fubfifled between the two Houfes of 
Jiavaria and the Palatinate,, especially 
C» account of the Electorate and Vi- 



carfliip of the Empire, whick the^Pa- 
latine line, by the favour of the Env- 
peror Charles . IV. folely. enjoyed". 
Frederic, the ElecTor Palatine, b#ng 
elected, In 16 19, King bf Bohemia; 
by the difaffe&ed States, his coufoji . 
Maximilian, Duke of Bavaria, form- 
ed an alliance with the Emperor Fer- 
dinand U. and was the principal ae*. 
tor, as Gensraliflimo of the League, 
in : dethroning Frederic> and driving 
him not only out of jBohamia, bu$ 
alfo from his hereditary dominions. 
The Emperor Ferdinand II. acknow- 
ledging, lumfelf indebted to, Maxt- 
jjailiau, in .the fvun qf , thirteen millions 
p-f florin? &r 'the expenses' ©f the war, 
.and put him inipofleijioa of the Uppej 
Auilria as a iecUrity for -the. pay merit. 
Emboldened by the fucceU of his 
arms in Germany, he jprafcribed the 
Elector Palatine as a rebel, (notwiths- 
tanding the firm remonstrance's of 
the Electors of Brandenburgh and 
Saxony a£ainft it) feized upon the 
Upper and Lower Palatinate ; and* 
in 1628, fold thofe two countries,* bf 
a formal contract, to Maximilian^ 
Duke of Bavaria, for trie renuncia- 
tion of the thirteen millions of florins, 
for which he "had held Upper Auftria 
as a mortgage ; fo that the Houfe of 
Austria paid that of Bavaria with its 
own patrimonial inheritance. 

The immediate confequence of this 
grand State j uggle was a war of thirty 
years, which terminated in the year 
j j 648, by the treaty of peace ai 
Weftphalia, when the Crowds of 
-France and Sweden' caufed the fol- 
lowing ftipulations to be made in the 
fourth Article of that Treaty: "That 
Charles Lewis, fon of the unfortu- 
nate Eleftor Palatine, mould be re- 
eftabtfmed in the Lower Palatinate j 
•that an eighth Electorate {hould be 
created for him ; that he mould cede 
the Upper Palatinate, the county of 
Cham, and the ancient electoral 
dignity, to the Duke of Bavaria; but 
that, if the branch of Bavaria, which 
they called the Guilldmine l»ine y 
■ ; > ■ ■ fliould 
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'(nould. Become extinct in failure of 
heirs male, then the Rcdotpkine 
Branch, which, is that of Palatine,' 
mould fucceed to the electoral dig- 
nity, (the eighth Electorate fhould 
then be abolifhed) and to the Upper 
Palatinate, all the other rights df the 
Palatine line Jhould he preferred, ex- 
cept thofe which might affeel the rights 
ef the allodial heirs of the E led or of 
Bavaria" 

From thefe indifputable facts, it 
appears clearly, that the fuCceflion of 
the extinct Houfe of Bavaria is fuffi- 
ciently determined by the common 
defendants of the Palatine Houfe, by 
the Convention of Pavia, by the 
other Compacts of the two Hou fes, 
2nd by the fourth Article of the 
Treaty of Peace of Weftphaliaj fo' 
that the Elector Palatine, and on his 
default, the other Counts Palatine of 
the Rhine Ihould fucceed, not only 
to the electoral dignity of Bavaria and 
the Upper Palatinate, which origi- 
nally belonged to the Elector Pala- 
tine, and never ought to be feparated 
from it, according to the twenty-fifth 
Article of the Golden Bull, but alfo 
to the whole of the Duchy of Bavaria, 
as the inalienable heirs male of the 
Palatine Houfe, and invefled with a 
perpetual Jidei commit by the Con- 
vention of Pavia. Thefe titles would 
be fufficient, without the neceflity of 
renewing them in the peWe'of Weft- 
phalia, in which the principal object 
was to regulate the reflitution of the 
Palatine Houfe ; however, they have 
referved their rights by a general 
claufe, which cannot but fee u re the 
fucceffion of Bavaria. Neither can 
the want of previous inveftiture be 
objected to the Palatine. Houfe, fmce 
it was not the cullom of the two 
'froufes, and that it has never been 
thought fo nee'effary in that part of 
Germany which ufes the French law 
as in that which tffes the Saxon law. 

"As there are, however, in, the 
Duchy of Bavaria, feveral allodial 
ellates, the reverfion of which has 
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been exprefsly ftiputated to the alia* 
dial heirs, and to Princcfles, as well 
in their jointure, as even in the%irth 
Article of the Treaty of WeAphalia, 
it indifputably appears, that the> 
Electrefs Dowager of Satfony, as mfy 
fiftety and rtearej} relation and heir of 
the lajl Eleelor of Bavaria, has the 
fole right to all her allodial fuccef- 
fion ; that fhe ought to enjoy the 
rights of retention and pqffejfion, until 
the fief be feparated from the allodial 
eftate ; and uiat, moreover, the Up- 
per Palatinate ought to be for mort- 
gage for the thirteen millions, for 
which it had been ceded to the 
Houfe of Bavaria ; and which, even- 
according to the contract of fale with 
Ferdinand II. m 1628, ought to be 
reimburfed to the allodial heirs > We 
find that her Imperial Majefty pre* 
tends to take part in this allodial fuo 
ceflion, under theaitle of Regreffion,. 
as defcended from the Emperor Fer- 
dinand II. and from his fpoufe Mary- 
Anne, daughter of William V. Duke 
of Bavaria, to renounced claims, to 
which fhe thinks fhe can return ; but 
this pretenfion is clearly contrary to 
the conflant cuftom of the Houfe of 
Bavaria, and of Germany in general, 
and even to the very principles which 
her Imperial Majefty fupported after 
the death of Charles VL and accord- 
ing to which, as the neareft heir of 
the laft pofleflbr of the Auftrian 
Monarchy, fhe excluded from the 
fucceffion the two Electrefles of Ba- 
varia and Saxony, the daughter of 
the Emperor Jbfeph I. who was the 
eldefl brother of Charles VI. without 
permitting them the rights of Re- 
greflion. The other pretenfions which 
the Court of Vienna forms to the 
fucceflion of the Electorate of Bava^ 
ria, are not yet declared, but in * 
flight and imperfect manner in' the 
patents that Court has publifbed." 

In the patent of the icth of Ja^ 
nuaryit is faid, " That all the terrii- 
tories of the Upper and Lower Bava- 
ria, and of the Upper Palatinate*, 
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wnich. the line of the Dukes of Bava- 
ria, called of Straubingen, and ex- 
tinct by the death of Duke John, had 
potfeifed, devolved to the Archducal l 
Houfe of Auftria, in confeqoence of 
the real inveftiture, which the Em- 
peror Sigifmond had given, in 1426, 
to Albert Duke of Auflria." 

We have good authority in the 
hiftory of Germany, that the line of 
the Dukes of the Lower Bavaria, 
called alfo of Straubingen and of Hol- 
land, which defcended from Albert, 
fon of the Emperor Lewis, who mar- 
ried the heirefs of Holland, becoming 
ex tin ft in 1424, by the death of the 
Jail Duke John, the three Dukes of 
the Upper Bavaria, of the lines of 
Landihut, Munich, and Ingoldfladt, 
Supported their claims to the fuccef- 
fion by arms ; that Albert, Duke of 
Auftria, interpofed in behalf of his 
mother, who was fifter of the laft 
Duke, and that the Emperor Sigif- 
mond, his father-in-law, had even 
appointed him to the Government of 
the Lower Bavaria, which the Em- 
peror fequeftrated under the pretence 
of its devolving to the Empire, on 
account of the war the Dukes of Ba- 
varia had commenced. " We may, 
however, eafily conceive, that the Em- 
peror could neither feize on (nor give 
to an alien a male fief, fuch as that 
©f the Lower Bavaria, while the col- 
lateral branches of that Houfe exifted. 
This principle fo far prevailed, that 
the Emperor Sigifmond, in 1429, in 
an AiTembly of Peers, or of arbiters, 
convened at Prefburg, pronounced a 
definitive fentence, which ftill exifts, 
and by which he adjudged all the 
Lower Bavaria to the four Princes of 
the Houfe of Bavaria, without paying 
any regard to the pretenjions of the 
Duke of Auftria, 'who alfo agreed there- 
to. It cannot be eafily conceived upon 
what ground the Court of Vienna can 
claim an inveiiiture from 1426, which 
at any rate can be only provifional, 
which was always contrary to the 
Confutations of the Empire, and to 



the indubitable rights of the Houfe of 
Bavaria, and which after all, had 
been even revoked and annihilated By 
a pofterior and formal fentence, pro-* 
nounced with a knowledge of the 
caufe by the fame Emperor, from 
whence he mould have received the . 
faid invefliture." 

A fecond patent, of the 16th of Ja- 
nuary, announces, " That her Impe- 
rial Majefty took pofleflion of the ter- 
ritory of the Upper Palatinate, which 
are fiefs of the Crown of Bohemia,, as 
fiefs difengaged, and devolved to that * 
Crown after the extinction of the male 
line of William of Bavaria. This pre- 
tenfion appears to be directly contrary 
to the fourth Article of the Treaty of 
Weftphalia ; fince, according to the 
exprefs tenor of that Article, the 
Upper Palatinate was, after the extinc- 
tion of the line of Bavaria, to return 
to the Palatine line ; and as there be 
not the leaft exception thereto, it na- 
turally ought to return to that line, 
in lite manner as it was poffeffed by 
the Houfe of Bavaria, and formerly 
even by herfelf Hence it follows, 
that the fiefs of Bohemia, fituated 
and incorporated at all times in the 
Upper Palatinate, and poflefTed by 
the Counts Palatine, and afterward* 
by the Dukes of Bavaria, (in confe- 
quence of the faie of the Upper Pa- 
latinate, which Ferdinand II. made 
to them in 1628) ought, with that 
country, to. return to the Palatine 
line; and the more fo, as the Empe- 
peror Ferdinand III. King of Bohe- 
mia, principal contractor of the peace 
of Munfler, has made no exception 
to thefe fvc(s; confequently, the pre- 
fent Queen of Bohemia, as his de- 
fendant, can have no claim upon 
thefe fiefs as beingvacant, nor to dif- 
pute them with the Palatine Houfe, 
to whom fimultarious invefliture had 
been previoufly fecured by the ex- 
prefs terms of the Treaty of Peace. 
Thefe arguments acquire a new tone 
when we conftder, that thefe territo- 
ries (the feudal property of which has 
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been acquired by the Kings of Bo 
iemia only by bargain, and other 
difputable tranfactions, of the Em- 
peror Charles IV.) have originally 
belonged, for more than five centu- 
ries, to the Upper Palatinate, which 
forms one integral part of of the un- 
disj ointed t\t&rz\ Palatinate, accord- 
ing to the twenty-fifth Article of the 
Golden Bull; and as the Palatine 
Houfe was deprived of it by the Peace 
of Wefiphalia, only during the ex- 
igence of the line of Bavaria, fo after 
the extinction of that line h ought to 
return to it, with the reft of the Up- 
per Palatinate. 

" The letters of inveftiture of the 
Crown of Bohemia make no oppo- 
sition to it, fince they confer thefe 
fiefs to all the legitimate heirs of the 
Houfe of Bavaria — a quality which 
cannot be denied the Palatine Counts; 
there is not even mention made of 
male heirs ; which, if otherwife, * 
would not affect the Palatine Counts, 
who defcend in a direct line, and 
from the male branches of the an- 
cient Dukes of Bavaria and Palatine 
Counts, the firft acquirers and conftant 
pofleflbrs of their fiefs, and well as of 
all the Upper Palatinate. 
. ** According to a third patent, her 
Imperial Majefty has taken pofleffion 
of the principality of Mindelheim> in 
Swabia, by virtue of an expectancy, 
which the Emperor Matthias mould 
have given to the Archducal Houfe 
in 1614. We cannot judge of the 
validity of this expectancy oefore we 
fee it ; but we know that the Duke 
Maximilian of Bavaria, having taught 
the Lordfhip of Mindelheim as an al- 
lodium, the fame Emperor Matthias, 
in 1618, conferred it on him as a 
part of the Empire, in quality of an 
hereditary Hef 9 and thereby annulled 
the preceding expectancy. 

*' After all thathas now been faid, 
and which can be eafily verified in the 
moft circumftantial manner, it evi- 
dently appears, that the titles infifted 
on in the patents of the Court of 



Vienna are totally void of foundation* 
and by no means proper to juftify the 
ftep fhe has taken, and is improvng, 
by over-running a great part of Ba- 
varia with a powerful army. If the 
Eleclor Palatine, confidering their 
fuperior forces mould have been pre- 
vailed upon, as it is reported, to ac- 
knowledge the pretenfions of the 
Court of Vienna, and cede to it, by 
Covention, the Lower Bavaria and a 
part of the Upper Palatinate, a like 
ceffion would by no means be pro- 
portioned to thefe pretenfions, it 
would rather be contrary to the an- 
cient and ftrongeft rights of the Pa- 
latine Houfe, as well as that of the 
allodial heirs ; it would act in oppo- 
fition to all the fundamental com- 
pacts of the Houfe of Bavaria, to the 
Peace of Wefiphalia, to the Golden 
Bull, and to all the feudal and allo- 
dial fyflems of the Empire. This lef- 
fon, void in itfelf, and indeed more 
fo by the violent means that were em 
ployed to extort it, by enormoufly 
disjointing two of the greateft Elec- 
torates, would overturn the equili- 
brium of power in Germany, and, in 
its confequences, the fecunty and li- 
berty of the Germanic body. It 
therefore follows, that every State 
and Member of the Empire, as well 
as every Power which takes part in 
its preservation, are equally impow- 
ered andinterefted to interfere, to de- 
mand redrefs, and to claim juftice 
and moderation from their Imperial 
Majefties. 

*« In another patentof the 24th of 
January, we fee that his Imperial 
Majefty has caufed pofTeflicn to be 
taken of a great number of counties, 
Iordfhips, and territories, as vacant 
fiefs of the Empire, which he intends 
to incorporate with the dominions of 
the Empire, according to capitulation* 
It fhould feem that, inftead of feiz- 
ing and fequeftering thofe territories, 
which have hitherto been confidered 
as fiefs or allodiums of the Houfe of 
Bavaria and its heirs, they ought to 
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Eave been left In the poffeflion of the 
feudal and allpdial heirs, till their 
titles and qualities had been properly 
examined at leifure. As his Imperial 
Majefty promifes to do right to all 
parties, we may reasonably expect 
from his juftiee, that he will proceed 
in a manner confident with the an- 
cient Conftitutions, that he will not 
difpofe of thefe fiefs, without the con- 
currence of the Empire, and not fuf- 
ter his own troops to keep poffeflion 
Of them." 



For the REMEMBRANCE*. 

1 beg you will publifh the under- 

• written, being an anfwer to a part 

- of a letter under the Signature of 

Frederick: George Mulcafter, and 

directed to Governor Grant, which 

is in one of your former volumes : 

St. Augujiine-, \6th June, 1777. 

" Sir * 

** From the firft of my introduc- 
tion to you, and* the letter you re- 
ceived from Governor Grant in my 
favour, made me happy in thinking 
that I had a Gentleman whom I 
might call my friend in St. Auguf- 
tine ; and on parting, you were pleaf- 
cd to tell me, if it lay in your way 
to ferve me, I mould not be forgot. 

*' In perufing the Remembrancer, 
No. 4, I find among other letters 
contained in it, one under your fig- 
nature, directed to Governor Grant, 
which I now fend you a copy of that 
part refpedting myfelf. 

" The Barrack-mafter, Shirreff, 
" I cannot fay fo much for ; I do not 
" fee any one that likes him, not 
€( from being a bad perfon, but from 
** being a fool, talking nonfenfe ; a 
•' blundering forwardnefs; and al-. 
€ * though, I believe, wiihing to be ci- 
* c vil, very rude. By all accounts, 
** he is as unlike his brother at Bofton 
" as two can well be; I am v«ry 
f * well acquainted with him, and I 
«< am only pellered by his continu- 
•" ally plaguing me to come and 



*.* drink tea with his wife, wno is*ft$ 
(i fliff and prim as Mrs. Gather'- 
** wood: however he dines with. me. 
" to-morrow,; and alfo Chamier, 
"Lieutenant Graves and Captain. 
" Barker of the 16th regiment. 
Signed, 
Fred. Geo. MuL.CA$TER. ,y * 
Governor Grant. Q3, 3,, 177$* 

*' As I am fenlible the intention of 
the rebels is to endeavour to fet friends 
at variance by ipurious additions, and 
that I think this ;s fome of their pro- 
duction, I cannot poffibly furmife 
that any Gentleman could poflibly 
a& in this manner, as I have foi* 
twenty five years pall lived with re-^ 
putation, and mould never think of 
coming to Eaft-Florida to lofe it. 
I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient 

Humble fervant, 
Charles .Shireff.** 

New-York, July.l$tb, 1777* 
" Sir, 
" I was a good deal furprized at 
the contents of your letter, which j 
received a few days ago. — You mud 
eaiily have judged from every cir- 
cumftance of my behaviour to yo« 
before as well as after General Grant's 
recommendation, that my fentiments 
towards you v muft be vey 'different 
from the letter inferted by fome, ma- 
licious, ill-defigning perfon, not a 
wcrd of which is in the leafl like my 
ftile of writing; my recomrnenda^ 
tions^of you, an<J of your attention 
to yjojpfjolfice, to the Commander in 
Chic? 11 nee my arrival here, and u£ 
ing my utmoft afliftance to increafe 
your income, is a ftrong proof that 
my opinion of you was very different 
from that apprized in my former let- 
ter; from all thefe circumftances, I 
am fure you muft be perfuaded how 
much I not only wiflied* but endea- 
voured to be your friend,, confer 
qaently could not have reprefented 
you in a different character from that 
which you deferve; therefore am 

furc 
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tut you mult believe me f as -I always 
jive been, 

Your fincere friend, 
Fred. Geo. Mulcast^r," 
£i CW« Sbi/ref, Efq. 



(CO P Y.) 

Jtondcv, April zi> J 761. 
« Sir, 
V -As you haye applied to me for 
a Hate of the fervices of the .province 
pi MaJGachufetts Bay, which I com- 
manded, To far as relates to the ge- 
neral fervice, under the King's Ge- 
neral, in the year 1759* the follow- 
ing are the fails ; 

; '* Knowing that a number of pro- 
vincial troops would be wantecf for 
the year j 759, to co-operate with the 
regular troops under the command of 
the King's General, in the fame 
^manner as had been in the years be- 
fore.; and considering that the wait- 
ing for the King's orders might occa- 
sion unncceflary delays, I engaged the 
Generaf Court of the province of 
MaJTachuiJ3tts*Bay to provide levy- 
xaoney^ pay and cloathing, and to 
make fuch other laws as were necef- 
Jary'fpr the raifing 6500 men even 
prior to the King's commands, or the 
jnterefting object of his gracious pro- 
mife of recompence. By thefe means 
the troops of this province were ready 
to proceed. on fervice on the faft no- 
tice, and long before thofe of any 
other. General Amjierft defired that 
3500 of thefe fo raifed might be ready 
to proceed with the regulars, to em- 
bark at Bolton ; that I might have 
2500 compleat and felect, I ordered 
down to Cattle William 3000 men ; 
from thefe, Colonel Burton, who 
commanded this embarkation, com- 
pleated 2500. The King's letter re- 
quired of the province^ nothing but 
levy, pay, and cloathing : but as 
Mr. Amherft feared there might be 
fome difficulty, if it were even pof- 
ifible, 10 provide thefe Provincials 
with arms at LouHbourg and Nova 
Scotia, I further engaged the pro- 



vince to enable me to provide tke$ 
troops with arms; and thus com,* 
pleated and armed, they failed wicji 
the firffc embarkation, fome in the 
middle, others at the latter end of 
April, to the following polls ; 
1000 to LouLfbourg. 
500 to Fort Cumberland , *} 
300 to Halifax, J ^ 

200 to Lunenbourg, y* ^ 

250 to Annapolis, | ^ ota * 

290 to St. John's, J 

Which troops, as they relieved tlie~ 
regulars in the above garrifons lonj 
before any of the troops of the other 
provinces joined the King's forced 
enabled Mr. Wolf and Mr. Saunders 
to proceed up the river to the attack 
of Quebec much earlier than could 

po/Hbly have been expelled 30a 

more, at the requeft of Mr. Woif, 
went up the river St. Lawrence to 
aflift at the fiege of Quebec — 4cc> 
more of thefe troops, armed alfo and 
fupplied with ammunition, a&ed un- 
der my command in the taking and 
eftablifhing the pofTeflion of the Per 
nobicot country, a fervice exprefsly 
confidered by Mr. Amherft as a 
branch of the general fervice; the re- 
maining 2300 marched the middle of 
April (I think the 12th) to Worcef- 
ter, the place appointed by Mr, 
Amherft for the mufter. Thefe 
troops were, as the troops of the other 
provinces were, raifed for this cam- 
paign, and their time of fervice end- 
ed with the campaign. The 2500 
Provincials which 1 fent to Loui£- 
bourg and Nova Scotia, were, bjr 
exprefs agreement with Mr. Amherft, 
to be relieved by the regular troops 
at the expiration of their time of 
fervice, or as foon after the campaiga 
ended as pollible. Upon the ending 
of the campaign, the troops of all the 
provinces were^difmifled : part of the 
regular troops employed up the river 
Se. Lawrence were thofe deftined to 
relieve my province troops at Louif- 
bourg and Nova Scotia. Upon the 
reduction of Quebec, it became ne- 

ceiTary 
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cefTary to detain all thofe regulars for 
the garrifoning of Quebec and its de- 
pendencies. Mr* Amherft had no 
.other troops which he could fend to 
Louifbourg and Nova Scotia* I faw 
this difficulty in which the K^ng^s 
fervice was involved, laid it before 
the General Court, and, prior to any 
requeft of the King's General, and 
even beyond what he could have re- 
queued, propofed to them the conti- 
nuing to garrifon thefe polls in Louif- 
bourg and Nova Scotia with the pro- 
vince troops. With the fame difmte- 
xeftednefs and alacrity with which 
upon all occafions they had hitherto 
flood foremoft in the King's fervice, 
they provided levy money, pay, and 
cloathing, for as many, not exceed- 
ing 2500 men, as I could engage to 
do duty in the faid garrifons. I had 
the fortune to engage at Louifbourg 
all that Mr. Whitmore wanted (about 
500) — and the'moit'part of thofe in 
Nova Scotia, in all, at leaft, about 
J 750 ; I cannot be precifely exaft as 
to the numbers continuing in each 
pofl, as the total interruption of com- 
munication with thefe pofts all winter 
prevented the returns being regularly 
made ; to thefe, at the expence of 
the province, I fent down 3I. flerling 
per man levy money, and frefh cloath 
jng ; and as through fome doubt, 
whether the eftablilhment of Nova 
'Scotia, or that of the garrifon under 
the ordinance, were to provide bed- 
ding in the garrifons of the Bay of 
Fnnda, the troops were deficient in 
fuch, I fent alfo from the province 
barracks at Caftle William bedding 
. belonging to the province, to fupply 
thefe garrifons ; all which charge of 
levy, pay, cloathing and bedding, 
for this winter's fervice, was a dif- 
tintt charge from that of the 6500 
for the fummer, fupported folely by 
the province of MafTachufetts-Bay, 
and performed fingly by the troops 'of 
the iaid province, and is therefore an 
addition of at leaf! 1750 men to be 
made to the eitimate of the fervke of 



the faid province for the year 1759* 
befides the extra fervice of arms and 
bedding : this is a matter due in drift 
jufttce, even if no confideration be 
added on account of thejtrenuous ef- 
forts and a3i<ue "vigour of this pro- 
vince exerting itfelfin fervices fo lin- 
gular and eflential, beyond all pro- 
portion of its abilities. 

If the above ftate of fails can be 
any way ufed in the doing juftice to 
the province, they are at your fervice- 
to ufe as you mail fee occasion. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 
(Signed) T. Pownall." 

To Wm. Bollan, Efq. Agent for 
the Province of 'Maffacbufetts-Bay* 

The following particulars of the life, 
t5c of General Wooster, <wha 
*was killed in the aft ion near Dan* 
hury t nvas lately publijbed in one of 
of the Bofton nenvs-papers : 
He was born at Stratford, in Con- 
necticut, on the fecond of March, 
A. D. i7io-n,waseducatedat Yak 
College, where he was graduated in 
the year 1738. Soon after the Spa- 
nifh war broke out in 1739, he was 
employed firft as a Lieutenant and 
then as the Captain of the armed vef- 
fel built by this Colony for a Guarda 
Coafta. After this he engaged in 
the military fervice of his country, 
and was a Captain in Colonel Burr's 
regiment, in the expedition againft 
Louifbourg in 1745* After the re- 
duction of that place, he was fent to 
France with a party of the prifoners 
t iken thefe, and from thence went to 
England, where he received the ho- 
nour of a Captaincy, on the eftablifh- 
ment, in Sir William Pepperel's regi- 
ment. During the peace, which foon 
followed, he received his half- pay, 
and was chiefly employed in his pri- 
vate affairs. When the war with 
France was renewed in 1735, ^e wa * 
foon thought of as a gentleman quali- 
fied for an higher fphere of eonvnand, 

and 
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and ferved his country as Colonel and finding General Silliman had march- 



Commandant of a brigade to the end 
of the war.— From the firft rife of the 
prefent controverfy with Great-Bri- 
tain, in 1764, though, his intereftas 
an half-pay officer, might have apo- 
logized for him, if he had obferved 
a perfeft neutrality, yet fo fully con-* 
vinced was he of die ruinous meafures 
of the Britifh Court, and fo jealous 
was he for his country's rights, that, 
regardlefs of his private intereft, he 
took an open and decifive part, and 
avowedly efpoufed the .caufe of Ame- 
rica, and perfifled in that line of con- 
duct to the day of his death. As foon 
as hoftilities were commenced in the 
Lexington battle, the General Af-. 
iembly of this colony fet about railing 
an army, and Colonel Woofler, from 
his approved abilities* well known 
courage, and great experience, was 
appointed to the chief command* 
The fame fummer he was appointed 
a Brigadier-general in the Continen- 
tal fervice. Honoured with their 
commiffions, he firft commanded the 
troops fent to guard New- York, 
Where it was expe&ed that a part of 
the Britifh army, which came over in 

1775, would land. In the latter 
part of that campaign, he with his 
troops, went into Canada, and af- 
filed much in the reduction of St. 
John's, Montreal, Sec. and after Ge- 
neral Montgomery's death, had the 
chief command in that Province, 
lie returned home in, the fummer of 

1776, and not long after was ap- 
pointed firft Major-general of the mi- 
litia of Connecticut. He had been 
out the whole of the lafl winter, at 
the head of a body of men raifed by 
that State for our own fecurity, and 
was but lately returned ; when on 
Saturday the 26th ult. he received 
the news, that the enemy in a large 
body h^d landed at Compo. He 
immediately fetofffor Fairfield, leav- 
ing orders for the militia to be muf- 
tered and fent forward as faft as pof- 
fible. When he arrived at Fairfield, 

Vol. VI. 



ed in pnrfuit of the enemy, with the 
troops then colle&ed, he followed on 
with all expedition, and at Reading 
overtook General Silliman with a 
fmall body of militia with him, of 
which he of courfe took the com- 
mand* and proceeded the fame even- 
ing to the village of BetheL Here it 
was determined to divide the troops, 
and part were fen toff under Generals 
Arnold and Silliman, the reft re- 
mained with General Woofter, and 
them he led by the rout of Danbury, 
in purfuit of the enemy, whom he 
overtook on the Sabbath about four 
o'clock, nearRidgefield. Obferving 
a party of the enemy who feemed to 
be detached from the main body, he 
determined to attack them, though 
the number of his men were lefs than 
two hundred ; he accordingly led 
them on himfelf with great fpirit and 
refolution, ordering* them to follow 
him. But, being unexperienced mi- 
litia, and the enemy having feveral 
field-pieces, our men, after doing 
confiderable execution, were broken 
and gave way. The General was 
rallying them, to renew the attack, 
when he received the fatal wound. 
A mufquet-ball from the diflance of 
fifty rods, took him obliquely in the 
back, broke his back bone, lodged 
within him, and never could be ex- 
trafted. He was removed from the 
field, and his wound drefled by Doc- 
tor Turner, and was then conveyed 
back to Danbury, where all poffible 
care was taken of him. The furgeons 
were from the firft fenfible of the dan- 
ger of the cure, and informed the 
General of their apprehenfions, which 
he heard with the greateft comoofure. 
The danger foon became more ap- 
parent, his whole lower parts became 
infenfible, and a mortification* it is ' 
thought, began very early. How- 
ever, he lived till Friday the 2d of 
May,, and then, with great compofure 
and refignation, expired. It was de- 
fined to bring his remains to New- 
H Haven, 
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J?av«vto ke interred there, but this 
was found impoffible, and therefore 
they were interred at Danbury. 

From the Continental Journal, 

printed at B oft en. 
My a gentleman who was taken in 

April, and was carried to Ireland, 
: and is lately from France 1 tve h&Ve 

the following accounts of Colonel 

Ethan Alj*ew's treatment, which 

we publijb according to the requtft 
' of fame of the principal gentlemen in 
, the kingdom of Inland, and peculiar 

friends to the caufe of America* 
English Humanity, WGene* 
; jlosity, exemplified in the cafe of 

Colonel Ethan Allen, and his 

fellow prifoners. 

The capture of the unfortunate 
gentleman, with 24 New-Englanders 
and 9 Canadians near St. John's, and 
their fubfpquent treatment in Canada, 
ate too well known to require a repe- 
tition ar this time— We fhajl there- 
fore confine ourfelves to a narrative 
of their fuiFerings from the time of 
their embarking at Quebec ontil 
their departure from Cork on their 
return to America. 

Some time in the month of Octo- 
ber j 77 5, they were, by order of Go- 
vernor Carleton, put on board the 
Gafpee brig, bound to England— 
during the whole paflage they were 
confined in the cable tier (a fpace 
about 1 2 feet long and 1 o feet broad) 
heavily fettered and handcuffed— -one 
hour only out of the four and twenty 
was allowed them to come on deck 
to take the air, and anfwer the calls 
of nature— on their arrival in Eng- 
land, they were confined in Penden- 
iU5 Caltle, where they remained only 
a- few days, Government having im* 
mediately given an order to Captain 
Symonds of the Soiebay frigate, to 
carry them back to America — their 
irons were taken off at the fame time. 
This change of treatment theprifoncrs 
received would certainly reflect great 
credit on the humanity of Govcra-- 



ment, diet not a fpeecn of Lord 
North's in the Houfc of Commons 
inform us, that the apparent lenity 
ef not having them condemned to ait 
ignominious death, Was only through 
fear of a rigorous retaliation on ther 
Englifh who were prifoners in Ame- 
rica-^the Soiebay arrived in the har* 
honr of Cork about the beginning of 
December, and as the weather was 
intenfely cold, the fituation of the 
prifoners on board was truly deplor- 
able— deftitute of any cloathing, but 
the light drefs they happened to have 
on at the time of their being taken, 
and which confifted only of a thin 
waifkoat, ftiirt, breeches, ftockings 
and Aloes* and of which, being worft 
without intermiflion upwards of four 
months, there fe&rce remained a rag 
together— thus circumftanced, they 
were obliged to convert a blanket' 
(given by Governor Cramatee at 
Quebec to each man) into a kind of 
leofe coat, to enable them to fiand 
the cold on the deck, as they were 
obliged to work the fame as the crew, 
from whom, however, their fituation 
was very different, for after getting 
wet to the fidn, none of them had a 
dry jacket or ftiirt to put on, or a 
blanket to cover them when laid 
down.— When their forlorn fituation 
came to be known, a fubfeription for 
their relief was fet on foot in Cork 
and Dublin, in confequence of which 
. there was provided for each of the 
common men a warm loofe coat, 
breeches, jacket, fhirt, cap, pair of 
fhoes, pair of (lockings, one pound 
of tea, and fix pounds of fugar— by 
this rime feventeen of the prifoners 
were removed from the Soiebay to 
the Active and A&eon frigates— as 
foon as the feven laft mentioned ar- 
ticles were got ready, a perfon was' 
■ fent down with them in owler to di- 
vide them properly among the pri- 
foners on board the different mips— 
for this purpofe he went foil to the 
Soiebay — Captain Symonds was noc 
then on board, but the Lieutenant, 

who 
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plied to the people of Cork and Dub- 
lin— -the conclufion was, that he 
would not fuffer the deaths to be put 
on board.; highly exulting at lb 
matchlefs an exploit, 4ie immediately 
went on board the Briftol, Commo- 
dore Sir Peter Parker, where he re- 
lated the affair in fuch terms as he 
thought proper — the particulars of 
what patted on the occasion are not 
known ; but the diitiuguiihed cha- 
racter of Sir Peter Parker as a hu- 
mane man, as a gentleman, and as a 
brave and good officer, leave rto 
room to doubt that he exprefled a 
disapprobation of fo ungenerous a 
proceeding— indeed the event places 
the matter beyond a doubt, for it ap- 
pears by one of Colonel Allen's let- 
ters, that the watch-coats and breeches 
were delivered to the prifoners by order 
of Sir Peter Parker — and here let u$ 
alfo pay the tribute, juftly due to the 
humanity of Captain Atkins of the 
Acleon* and Captain * of the 

Active, whofe prifoners have expo 
rienced every indulgence that could 
be expected from al>rave and gene- 
rous enemy ;— in regard to them w 
may well conclude in Colonel Allen. *s 
words, God hlefx the benevolent and 
the brave. 

Thus far relates folely to common 
prifonersw-the fituation of Colonel 
Allen whilft on board the Solebay, 
will fully appear from the following 
letters written by him to a friend iu 
Cork; 

LETTER /rem K,A,f#i — 1 * 

Sir, 
* Mr. Allen is prohibited writing 
to Cork — you will therefore excute 
his neglect concerning the generous 
contribution from Dublin > viz. watchh 
coats and breeches for the prifoners— r 
they are much needed, and as the 
other cloathing has been received by 
1 them, I conclude the faid addition 

• This letter was written by ftealth as opportunity offered — Allen's fears of being put U 
irons, had his letter fallen Into Captain Symoads's hand, fuggefted the idea of writing ir, fa 
as to appear the anonymous letter of a third perfon. 

H z - would 



who commanded in his absence, after 
a good deal of forming at the people 
oFCork for mifapplying their charity 
fo far as to extend it to rebels, placed 
a centinel over the goods, and would 
neither fuffer them tp be divided nor 
the mares intended for $he prifoners 
in the Afteon and Aftrve to be car- 
ried to them.~— Captain Symonds, 
however, in a day or two after, fuf- 
fered the cloaths to be divided among 
the prifoners in his and t{ie other 
frigates. The fugar and tea for the 
iixteen prifoners on board his own 
Ihip, he likewife ordered to be given 
to them— we could wiih to draw a 
veil over the iequel, were it only to 
fpare the humane reader the painful 
fenfations that mufl arife in the breafl, 
when he is informed that the tea and 
fugar provided for the feventeen poor 
wretches in the Acleon and Active, 
*nd fo neceflary for them in their 
drooping fickly condition, were jno& 
inhumanly kept from them by Cap- 
tain Synionds, and given by his or- 
ders to the failors and marines of the 
Solebay. ' Every perfon endued with 
(he leail ipark of humanity mufl view 
with horror, the unfeeling wretch 
who committed fo atrocious a deed as 
to rob the forlorn captive of what the 
hand of charity had provided for him. 
Soon after this tranfaclion, the 
watch-coata and breeches: were fent 
down, and the perfon who had 
charge of them, carried a polite let- 
ter to the Captain of the Solebay, re- 
queuing his permiflion to have them 
divided according to the intention of 
the charitable donors— -forry we are to 
fay that fo reafonable^ and fo hu- 
mane a reqjieft, and which a man of 
fentiment could raife no emotions but 
fuch a&are of a pleafing kind* ha,d no 
other effedt on Captain Symondsj 
than violently exciting his choler, 
which he vented in a. volley of oaths 
and epithets (fuch as rebels, &c.) ap. 
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woulji alfo be allowed of, if it were, 
tent, though the officers are not pleaf- 
ed to fee rebels, as they call us, fo 
courteoufly treated.— Mr. Allen is 
totally refufed by the officers to be 
treated in character, though he had 
from the hand of generofity, been 
abilitated to appear fo ; he has, ne- 
verthelefs, been allowed the cloathing, 
tea, and eatables fent, part of the 
wine and fpirits were not permitted 
to be delivered to him. It is to be 
obferved notwithstanding, that fmce 
the reception of thofe honourable do- 
nations from Cork, Mr. Allen is 
much more noticed by the whole 
fhip's crew (officers included) than 
before. He has lately been unwell, 
but is recovering ; the Doctor of the 
Solebay is kind ; God blefs the be- 
nevolent and the brave, and fhower 
down his curfes on tyrants and daf- 
tardly fouls. 

N. B, This moment tfce watch- 
COats and breeches were prohibited to 
.come on board ; concerning the tea 
and fugar fent for my fellow-prifon- 
ers, part they received, and part was 
divided among the fhip ? s crew. 

LETTER. 
Dear Sir, 
You are to underftand that I am 
. under the meridian of an arbitrary 
power ; the leaft affront would fuoject. 
me to intolerable evil, and it is un- 
certain whether I fhall be changed 
foon after our arrival on the coaft of 
America. I expect the prifoners will 
Ibe delivered to the difjpofal of Lord 
Howe, or Commander in Chief of 
his Majefty's troops. If on account 
of thofe that are prifoners in America, 
policy controuls matters fo that I am 
.exchanged, k^ is well ; but if other- 



wife, I expect to fuffer under arbi- 
trary power on board a man of war. 
Government could not fo effectually 
punifh and afflict me were I impri^ 
foned in England. I dread the con- 
fequence, and dare not anfwer your 
quefUons, and defire you would pub* 
lifh nothing in my name. Pofiibly 
the papers might be communicated 
to the fleet before I am fet at liberty, 
which might put me to additional 
trouble. JL A, 

LETTER. 

Sir, 
If you have any opportunity, write 
to your correfpondents in America, 
that I am feverely treated on board 
the Solebay frigate ; pray God that 
the Generals of the American armies 
may effectually oblige the King's 
General tQ exchange me. I am now 
recovering my health, which T have 
no reafon to think I ever ihould, had 
it not been for the donations I have 
received in this country. The fugar, 
tea, coffee, and chocolate, fupports 
my drooping conflitution. In fine, 
thofe gratitudes (the cafh included) 
put it in my power to procure warm 
lodgings * and good attendance, with- 
out which it would have been im- 
practicable. Your's, &c. E. A-, 

LETTER. 
Sir, 
I have not informed you of my ill* 
treatment on board this fhip, though 
it is much better than I experienced 
before, the moft of the time. I re- 
queued of Captain Symonds a warm 
birth, that I might beinacircum- 
ftence to doctor and recover my 
health ; he anfwered me, t G — d d — h 
you, what do I care about your 

health. 



_ * What he calls warm (and feems to think good lodging) was the Mafter at Arms birth, 
who for the fake of partaking of his fea ftores permitted him to remove into it, and occupy 
the vacant fpace, which was juft fuflicient to fiing a hammock ; compared to his fituation. aC 
firft, it was the heighth of luxury. 

f Lord Cornwallis having a <|efire to fee Colonel Allen, went on board the Solebay for that 
purpofc. When he was called up to the quarter-deck, Captain Symoads addrelTed him as 

fallows ; 
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Jiealth, you are a d — M rebel, and 
no matter what becomes of you. The 
part of the fliip afligned for me, was 
in the way of* the cables, and the con- 
tent fliifting of them made it very 
damp, where I took a great cold; 
fmce that the rnafler at arms has 
taken me to his birth, where I am 
recovering ; the petty officers pri- 
vately £he\v me refpeel, but dare not 
do it openly. The laft two weeks I 
have been obliged to keep my ham- 
mock moft of the time ; iince I have 
got about, I find a report circulated 
among the officers, nay, J am told 
it has reached Cprk, viz, that I keep 
drunk a great part of the time; I 
afiure you, that I dare not drink but 
about three. glafles of wine in a day; 
I never was addicted to hard drinking 
in my life ; your generofity fhal! be 
well and wifely expended, as it was 
generoufly beftowed, Poflibly the 
tumour was fpread to juftify the de- 
priving me of the fpirits and wine, 
which I wrote of to you ; I return 
you thanks for the fowls, fugar, and 
fundry frnall articles by youriaft mef- 
tenger ; you cannot do me fo great a 
kindnefs as to write to your correfpon- 
-dent in America about me. I have 
never been permitted to write to my 
friends fince I have been a prifoner — 
pray keep an eye on this object. 
Since writing the above, the 33 
Watch-coats and 33 pair of breeches 
have been received 'by order of Sir 
Peter Parker. I am, &c. E. A. 
N. B. The reader is defired to 
confider that thefe letters were writ- 
^en under all the terrors of a fevere 
puntihment, had he been detected in 
the breach of the Captain's orders ; 
allowance therefore ihould be made 
For any defect of ftile, or inaccuracy 
of expreflion in his diftracting Situa- 



tion. It is, however, very doubtful 
whether Captain Symonds, or any of 
his officers, can produce any writing 
of their own compofition, equal either 
in fenfe or language to the lexers of 
this unfortunate gentleman, wiiom 
they induftrioufly reprefented as ^ 
low-lived, illiterate fellow ; nay 
many people in Cork feemedto think 
it a proof of loyalty, to afTure the 
public of his having been a taylor, a 
barber, a flioemaker ; in fliort, every- 
thing but what he really was, a man 
of a landed property in the back part 
of Connecticut. No doubt they ima- 
gined thefe reprefentations a fufficient 
excufe for any cruelty that might be 
inflicted on him. 

We muft not omit the repartee of 
Colonel Allen to a Scotch officer, 
who in the prefence of a number of 
ladies damned him for a fcoundrel, 
and afked him how he durft cany 
arms againft King George? " Why, 
really, Sir," faid Allen, " I don't 
know, except it is that I am of a 
Scotch family, and you know the 
Scotch were always a damned rebel- 
lious crew." It is needlefs to fay, 
that the officer was fo compleatly 
mortified, as to be unable to make a 
reply, 

Briftol, Nov. 4, 1777. OnTuef. 
day a very numerous and refpectablc 
meeting of the independent citizens 
of Briflol was held at the Coopers 
Hall, in King-ftreet, to commemo- 
rate their fuccefs at the late election 
of Henry Cruger and Edmund Burke, 
Efqrs. to be their reprefentatives in 
Parliament. A number of loyal and 
conftitutional toafts were drank, and 
the evening was concluded with the 
greatefl chearfulnefc and harmony — 
They were honoured with the com- 



fbPows : 1" Mr. Allen ! why do you keep fo much below ? You ought man to come 

upon the quYrrer-deck and divert yourfelf, you'll ruin your health if you give way to defpon- 
dencc ; by all means keep up your fpiriti." By' thi» it appears that he was afhamed to let 
Lord Cornwallis know j he ungenerous treatment the unhappy prifoner had experienced. It 
was but a few days before that he had ordered him io quit the quarter-deck, adding that it via 
a place for gentlemen, ah4 not for fuch blackguards ab he. 
» - ■ - pany 
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psmy ef Mr. Cruger, and ,feveral 
gentleman from the country ; and the 
following letter from Mr. Burke to 
the Stewards was read : 

Beaconsfietd) Nq*v* I, 1 777* 
*' Gentlemen,. 

" You will be fo good to pre- 
fent my beft and moil affectionate 
compliments to our friends who 
are to meet on the 4th of this 
month, and aflure them of my real 
concern, that my affairs, and the 
advanced and unexpected feafon of 
the year will not permit me to make 
one amongil them in the good-natur- 
ed and chearful enjoyment of our an- 
nual feftival. 

f * The 4th of November can ne- 
ver return without giving me a pleaf- 
ing fenfe of the high honour which I 
received on that day. It renews in 
my memory the obligations which I 
tave to fo many worthy friends ; and 
what is better, it revive! and refrefhes 
in my mind thofe principles for which 
I originally was indebted for your 
favour. I wifh, that on both fides, 
we may never forget them — you, the 
things you committed to our truft, 
and we, the importance of the truft 
which we received. A feafon fome- 
what cloudy may try our patience 
and perfeverance for a time; but a 
day I truft will come, when we may 
aft with a little more fuccefs, becaufe 
with a little more afliftance from fe- 
veral of our countrymen ; from whom, 
by miHake, and misconception of 
our meaning, we have been divided ; 
and when a bitter experience has 
taught to feveral perfons, that pru- 
dence and moderation which they 
would not fubmit toleamfromreafon 
and fbrefight. 

** But whether the difpofition of 
the cond actors or abettors of the pre- 
fent meafures mall alter or not, I 
truft that you will always find me 
upon my old ground, a well-wimer 
to the peace of my country, and a 
real friend to the liberties of all parts 
ef it, according to the beft notions 



which fo limited a capacity as * mine 
is capable of forming on this grea* 
fubjeft. I will continue to aft as I 
have acted hitherto, and in concur- 
rence with thofe whom an uniformity 
of principles and characters have 
united in the public . caufe. I have 
no doubt, that 1 mall 'meet my 
friends in Parliament animated with 
their ancient fentiments, and ready 
to take fuch a part, either of vigilant 
obfervation, or vigorous action, as 
the time and circumftances ihall re- 
quire from known experienced men, 
who form their principles on the 
truth of things, and direct their 'con- 
duct by their opportunities. . 

« Our talk is difficult. We fliaU 
certainly do our beft. But when cir- 
cumftances admit your afliftance, you 
ought not folely to rely on us. For 
be aflured, that it is not Members of 
Parliament, nor men in any other pub~ 
lie capacity, which have made you or 
any other people fafe and free, ijf 
they have been wanting to themfelvet* 
Believe me, it is a great truth, that 
there never was, for any long time, 
a corrupt reprefentative of a virtupus 
people j or a mean, fluggifh, or 
carelefs people, that ever ha<f a goo4 
government in any form, 

" The Gentlemen will permit me 
to renew my thanks to them on this 
dayi fo happy and honourable to me ? 
and which (on the whole, and with 
their favourable and indulgent con- 
ftruction) will, I truft, not be dis- 
graceful to them. I fihall always, 
indeed, be in want of great induL. 
gence from them oj£accouht of the 
weaknefs of my abilities j but I lhall 
entitle myfelf to it, by my good in- 
tentions. The city of Briltol may 
very eafiiy find a reprefentative more 
knowing and able, but none, I be-. 
lieve, more faithful or more grateful. 

" I am with the higheft eileen^ 
and regard, Gentlemen, 

Your moft affectionate, 
And obedient humble fervant, 

Edmund Burke.** 
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tftnvBern, (North-Carolina) Nov* %\ . 

On Saturday Jail, a fufficient num- 
ber of the members of Aftembly ap- 
pearing, they immediately proceeded 
on bufinefs, and are now fitting on 
t the important bufinefs of the State. 
On Tuefday the Houfe of Commons 
fefblved itfelf into a Committee of 
the whole Houfe, to confider the ex- 
pediency of opening the Land-Office, 
and granting the vacant lands in this 
State ; when they came to a refolu- 
tion for opening the faid office, and 
granting, as well the lands in Lord 
Granville's diftrict, as thofe lately in 
the King's part, and appointed a 
Committee to prepare and bring in a 
bill for that purpofe. 

Dec. 26. On Wednefday Iaft the 
General Affijmbly of this State, 
fimihed the bufinefs of the feflion, 
having pafTod forty-eight bills, many 
Of them of great confequence, par- 
ticularly a bill -for effobhfhing courts 
of law, and a bill for opening the 
Land-Office, and granting the vacant 
lands in this State. After which both 
Honfes adjourned till the firft Mon- 
day in April next, then to be held at 
the Palace in Newbern. 

The Hon. Samuel Afhe, Samuel 
Spencer, and James Hedell, Efq. 
are appointed Judges of the fupreme 
Courts of this diftrift; and Waitftill 
Avery, Efq. is appointed Attorney- 
general for the province. 

In Congrefs, December 3, 1 77 7. 

Whereas the Baron de St. Ouary, 
» gallant gentleman of France, en- 
gaged as a volunteer in the fervice of 
die United States, was lately, by the 
fortune of war, made prifoner by the 
Britifti troops, 

Refbived, That Gen.. Wafhington 
be directed to propofe to Gen. Howe, 
that Baron de St. Ouary be permitted 
to return from his captivity, agreeable 
to the practice of Europe, refpefting 
volunteers ; that if General Howe 
fhall refufe this, it be propofed to 
take the Baron's parole for his enlarge- 
ment. Congrefs engaging, when an 



exchange takes place, t6 return 4 
Britifti officer for the Baron de St. 
Ouary ; and that General Howe be/ 
informed, if neither of thefe propo- 
fitions be accepted, that it is expected 
that the gentleman will be* treated at 
a prifoner of war, having refpecl to 
his merit and rank in the French 
army. 

Publifhed by order of Congreft, 
Charles Thompson, Sec. 

New-Tork, January 19. The 
Americans are preparing an expedi- 
tion againft Canada ; for which pur- 
pofe the fifth man of the militia of 
of this and fome other provinces have 
orders to hold themfelves in readinefs. 

Annapolis [in Maryland) Dec* 1. 

Extracl of a letter \ dated fork-Tew* $ 

AW.. 24, 1777- 

*' You may probably have heard, 
that General and Lord Howe have 
made proportions of peace to Con- 
grefs, and as thefe matters are gene- 
rally much mifreprefented, I will 
give an account of that embaily, as 
well as I can recollect : 

" John Brown, a Quaker, of 
Philadelphia, (and a partner to John 
Cornthwaite, of Baltimore) was fenc 
for by Mr. Thomas Willing and Ge- 
neral Howe (I fhould have told you 
Brown had been long connected with 
Willing and Morris, and employed 
by them as a corn-faclor)— thefe 
gentlemen propofed to Brown to carry 
a mefTage to R. Morris, defiringhinx 
to communicate the fame to Con- 
grefs, the purport of which was, that 
Lord and General Howe would treat 
with Congrefs asfucb. That, as pre- 
liminaries, they would withdraw the 
Britifh troops, would grant the Ame- 
ricans every thing they claimed in 
1763, and more, would confirm the 
Continental currency, &c. On 
Brown's arrival at Morris's, he was- 
much at a lofs how to treat this mef- 
fage, but determined to bring Brown 
with him to York. In the mean 
time, while he was ready to proceed 
with Brown, he fent him to Lan- 

cafter, 
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Salter* to give the Courfcil fuch in- and do not he/itate to fky, that tbi 



telligence, touching Philadelphia, 
and their friends there, as they might 
judge neceflary, but to conceal his 
fcufinefs* The Council .arretted 
Brown for a fpy^, which made it ne- 
ceflary for Mr. Morris to interpofe in 
lis behalf. He howevef brought him 
to this place, and related the nature, 
of \h bufinefs" to Congrefs, who de- 
clined hearing Brown on the fubjeft, 
but directed the Board of War toar- 
reft and fend him under a guard to 
Lancafter, to be there delivered to 
the Executive Council. Thus ended 
the treaty. I have no doubt Brown 
has been employed in this bufineft, 
and that General Howe wifhes a re- 
treat on honourable terms, but the 
manner he took to found Congrefs 
could not be liftened to by Free and 
Independent States. A letter received 
this evening from General MiiHin, 
fays, Burgoyne's troops had mutinied 
on their march to Bofton, that the 
guards were obliged to fire on them to 
fupprefs the mutiny*" General Gates, 
in a letter of the loth fays, " the 
greateft part of the German troops 
had already deferred, and many of 
the Britifh." 

In RivinGTOn'j tienv-York Paper is 
the fallowing account of General' 
Burgoyne's army, <viz.. 
Extracl of a letter from Albany, 
dated Ocl. 26. 
€t You have doubtlefs before now 
heard of the furrender of General 
Burgoyne, and his whole army. It? 
was a glorious light to fee the haughty 
Britons march out and furrender their 
arms to an army, which, but. a little 
before, they defpifed, and called pol- 
troons 3 they, however, ^before the 
furrender, were convinced of their 
error, having, in the two engagements 
preceding, ieen the greateft bravery 
that ever was difplayed, and the moil 
confummate Generalfhip exerciied. 
The enemy acknowledged the fpirit 
and bravery of our officers and men, 



idea, held up to them of the Ameri- 
cans, was falfe. 

" We have taken in the whole, fix 
Generals, yiz. Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne, Major-generals, Phillips 
and Reidefel; Brigadiers, Hamilton; 
Speght; and another German, whofe 
name I do not recollect. 

General Burgoyne and Staff, \% 
Britifh officers and foldiers, by 

capitulation, - — *44 2 

Foreigners^ by ditto — 2198 
Canadians, Tories, &c. fent 

to Canada* ^- 11 00 
Sick* - — -- 598 
Wounded, ' ■ 528 
Priforiers of war before the ca- 
pitulation, — * '4.00 

Deferters, about — 300 

Loft at Bennington, — * , 1220 
Killed between Sept. 17, and 

Get. 18, — 600 

Taken at Ticonderoga, '4*3 

Killed at G. Harkemer's battle 

and at Fort Schuyler, 300 



Total 1 0,1 u 



37 Brais cannon, royals, mortars, 
with implements and ilores compleat. 

5000 Stand of arms. 

400 Sets of harnefs. 

A confiderable number of ammu- 
nition waggons and harnefs. Six 
field-pieces taken at Bennington ; 
two ditto and four royals taken at 
Fort Schuyler." 

[Rivington is the King's printer at- 
^Jew-York.] 
A Lift of bis Majefty's armed wffels, 

boats, &c . <wbieh brought the army 

under General Burgoyne over 

Lake Ghamplainiri campaign, 1 777. 
Guns. 

26 Ship Royal George, 20 twelve- 
pounders, and 6 fix-pounders 
2 2 Ship Inflexible, 1 6 nine-pounders, 

and 6 three-pounders. 
14 Schooner Maria, i4fix-pounders. 
14 Ketch Thunderer, 14, twenty- 
four pounders. 

12 Schooner 
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Guns. 

12 Schooner Carleton, 12 fix-poun- 

20 Brig Waihington, 16 fix-poun- 
ders, and 4 three-pounders. 

8 Sloop Lee, 8 fix-pounders. 

9 Hoy Royal Convert, 9 nine- 
pounders* 

Sloop jerfey, 7 nine-pounders. 

Gun-boats, with 1 three-pounder. 

Ditto, of 1 two-pounder. 

Ditto, of 1 twenty-four pounder. 

Ditto, of 1 twelve-pounder. 

Ditto, oft nine-pounder. 
6 Ditto, of 1 two-pounder. 
4 Provjfion veueis from 60 to 30 
tons. 

23 Ditto, lone boats. 
3 Twelve oar barges, 
26 Cutters, 
260 Batteaux. 
10 Flat-bottomed boats. 
N. B. Eighty-eight swivels and 
. howitzers, difperfedin the above fleet. 

3j bis Excellency Sir Hsw ry Clin- 
ton, Knight efthe mefi Honourable 
Order of the Bath, Lieutenant-ge- 
neral *f bis Majejl/s Fine*, i$c. 
&c. d/<. 
PROCLAMATION. 



Whereas it is confonant not only 
to the common principles of huma- 
nity, but to the <wifdom and policy of quantities of the above articles 



all *w$ll regulated States, in cfrtaiuexi- 
gencies, to guard againjl t be extortion 
* 0/ individuals* vthe rai/e the necef- 
, faries of life, without which other 
parts of the community cannot fub- 
. £11 ; and whereas the farmers on 
n i-ong-Ifland, and Staten-IOand, are 
pofleflcd of great quantities of wheat, 
lye, and Indian com, for fak, be- 
yond wfeat they want for their own 
confumption ; and it Is highly u*- 
reafcnal/e that thefe who may Jtand 
in need e/tbo/i articles, Jboujd be left 
at (be mercy 9/ tbe farmery and 
whereas \\ is equally juft and reason- 
able that every encouragement (hould 
\>t given to (he induftry of the huf- 
, bandjnan, and that in all public re- 
V0J..VL 



gulations refpectinjg the price of 
the produce of his lands, regard 
(hould be had to that of the conve- 
niences which he is obliged to pur- 
chafe, and whereas the prefent rates 
at which wheat, flour, rye-meal, 
and Indian meal, are fold, do vaiiiy 
exceed in proportion the advanced 
price of thofe articles which the far- 
mer (lands in need of purchaAng, and 
I being well fausned, from the bed 
information, and moll accurate efti- 
mates made, that the following prices 
upon the articles above-mentioned 
will be liberal and generous, have 
thought fit to iflue this Proclamation, 
and do hereby order and direct, that 
the prices to be hereafter demanded 
for the faid articles (hall not exceed 
the following rates, viz. 
^ A bufhel of wheat, weighing flfty- 
eight pounds, twelve (hiljuigs, with 
an allowance or deduction in propor- 
tion fox a greater or lefler weight. 

A buflxel of rye or Indian corn, 
feven /hillings. 

Merchantable wheat flour, thirtv- 
iive (hillings per hundred weight. 

Rye flour, twenty fiullings per 
hundred weight. 

Indian meal, {Seventeen (billings 
per hundred weight. 

And that it may be known what 



grain the farmers upon Long-I/Iand 
and Suten-Ifland have for fale, I do 
further order and direct, tlyu they do 
iwithout delay, make a return, ac- 
cording to the beg eftirnate they can 
form, to the Commanding Officer of 
the militia of their rcfpe&ve coun- 
ties where they refide, of the quanti- 
ties they have of the aforefidd refpec- 
tive Ipnds of grain, and alfo that they 
do declare how much thereof they 
think they may want for the ufe of 
themfelvesand families, until the en- 
fuing crop (hall come in ; and in or- 
der that thofe who (land in need of 
fupplies of the above articles, rnay 
feaionably have the benefit thereof, I 
do farther order an4 direct that the 
J aforefaid 
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aforefaid farmers <■ do ' immediately 
thrajh.out one third part of their pre- 
fent crop of wheat and rye y and 
that another third part thereof be 
thraftied out, on or before the firft 
day of February next, and that 
the refidue thereof be thraftied out on 
or before the firft day of May next. 
And that any perfon neglecting to 
make fuch return as aforefaid, or to 
thrafh out his grain as aforefaid, or 
refuting to fell fuch part, or any or 
either of the faid kinds of grain, 
flour, or meal, which, he ftiall not 
want as aforefaid, fof himfelf and fa- 
mily, at the refpeftive prices above 
limited, or any perfon whatfoever, 
who ftiall either at the city of New- 
York, Lpng-Ifland, or Staten-Ifland, 
prefume to demand a greater price 
for any of the above-mentioned ar- 
ticles, or to refufe to fell the fame at 
thofe prices, ihall be fubjeft to have 
his whole crop of grain, or quantity 
of manufactured flour or meal, con- 
cerning which fuch offence Ihall hap- 
pen, feized and confiscated, and him- 
felf liable to imprifonment for fuch 
offence. 

Given under ray hand, at the city 
of New-York, the 20th day of De- 
cember, J 777, in the eighteenth 
year of his Majefly'e reign. 

H. Clinton, Lieut. Gen. 
By his Excellency's command, 

Jonh Smith, Sec. 

Proceedings of the American Congre/s* 
In Congrefs, June 14/1777. 

Refolved, That the flag of the Thir- 
teen United States be Thirteen Stripes, 
alternate red and white: tha't the 
Union be Thirteen Stars, white on a 
blue field, reprefenting a new Con- 
ftellation. 

In Congrefj, OStober 6, 1777. 

Refolved, That all mailers, offi- 
cers, and mariners, and all fubje&s 
of the King of Great-Britain, taken 
on board any prize made by any Con- 
tinental veffel of war, be hereafter 
c/;:?£-..-sj^d :■;: przfontrs of war, ancj 
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treated as fuch ; and that the feamen 
and mariners of fuch prize be con- 
fined in the gaols, or fome other fe- 
" cure place in the State to which the 
prize ftiall be carried. 

In'Congrefs, Qc?obvrlj> *777* 

Refolved, ' That the rate of poflage 
be increafed fifty per cent. 

Extradl from the Minutes* 
Charles Thompson, Sec. 
Extract of a letter from General 

G at -es to Congrej. }, dated Albany , 

Oclober 20. 
" Sir, 

" Incloled is the copy of a letter, 
I have this day fent to Major-general 
Vaughan, who I am told commands 
the burning party in Hudfon's River. 
It goes by the boat that carries Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's officer to Sir Wil- 
liam Howe.. 

** Sir, Albany^ Oft. 19, 1777. 

" With unexampled cruelty you 
have reduced the fine village of King- 
fton to allies, and moft of the wretch - 
ed inhabitants to .ruin. I am inform- 
ed you alfo continue to ravage and 
burn all before you, on both fides of 
the river. Is it. thus your King's 
Generals think to make converts to 
the Royal caufe ? It is no lefs fur- 
prizing than true, that the meafures 
they adopt to ferve their matter have 
the quite -contrary effect. Their 
cruelty eftablifties the glorious aft of 
Independency upon the broad bafis 
of the general refentment of the ' 
people. 

(C Able Generals, and much older 
officers than you can pretend to be, 
are now, by the fortune of war, in 
my hands. Their fortune may one 
day be your's, when, Sir, it may not 
be in the power of any thing human 
to fave you from the jufl revenge of 
an injured people. I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
Hokatio Gate*«M 
To the Hon. John Vaughan, 

Major-general. 
PuWiftied by order of the Gongrefs, 
Charles Tho?:K5on. Sec. 
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In Congrefs-, November 4, 1 777- 

. Refolved, That the thanks of Con- 
grefs in their own names, and in be- 
half of the inhabitants of, the Thir- 
teen United States, be presented to 
Major-general Gates, Commander in 
Chief in the Northern department, 
and to Majors-general Lincoln and 
Arnold, and . the reft of the officers 
and troops under his command, for 
their brave and fudcefsful efforts, in 
fupport of the independence of their 
country, whereby an army of the 
enemy often thoufand men has been 
totally defeated, one large detach- 
ment of it, flrongly pofted an<J in- 
1 trenched, having been, conquered at 
Bennington, another repulfed with 
lofs and difgrace from Fort Schuyler, 
and (he main army of fix thoufand 
znen^ under Lieutenant-general Bur- 
gpyne, after being beaten in different 
actions, and driven from a formidable 
poft and ftrong intrenchments, re- 
duced to the neceffity of furrendering 
themfelves, upon terms honourable 
and advantageous to thefe States, on 
the 17th day of October laft, to Ma- 
jor-general Gates ; and that a medal 
of gold be {truck, under the direction 
of the Board of War, in commemo- 
ration of this great event, and in the 
name of thefe United States, pre- 
fented by the Prefident to Major- 
general Gates. 

Refblved, That Congrefs have an 
high fenfe of the merit of Colonel 
Greene, and the officers and men un-' 
der his command, in their late gal- 
lant defence of the fort at Red Bank 
on Delaware River ; and that an ele- 
gant fword be provided by the Board 
of War, and prefented to Colonel 
Greene. 

Refblved, That Congrefs have a 
high fenfe of the merit of' Lieutenant- 
colonel Smith, and the officers and 
men under his command, in their late 
gallant defence of Fort Mifflin, on 
the river Delaware ; and that an ele- 
gant fword be provided by the Board 



of, War, and prefented to Lieute- 
nant-colonel Smith. 

'Refolved, That Congrefs have an 
high fenfe of the merit of Commo- 
dore Hazelwood, the commander of 
the naval force on Delaware River, 
in the fervice of the Commonwealth 
of Pennfylvania, and the officers and. 
men under his xommand, in their 
late gallant defence of their country 
againft the Brltifh fleet, whereby two 
men of war were dellroyed, and four 
others compelled to retire ; and that 
an elegant fword be provided by the 
1 Marine Committee, and prefented to 
Commodore Hazelwood. 

Extraft from the Minutes, 
Charles Thompson, Sec. 
'In Congrefs, November ai, 1777. 
Refolved, That Silas Deane, Efq. 
be recalled from the Court of France, 
and that the Committee of foreign 
affairs be directed to take proper mea- 
fures for fpeedily communicating the 
pleafure of Congrefs herein to Mr. 
Deane, and the other Commiffioners 
of the United States at the Court of 
France. 

Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thompson, Sec. 
• [The reafon affigned by the Con- 
grefs for recalling Mr. Deane from 
Paris, is, that they want his prefence 
to inform them exactly and fully of 
the flate of things in Europe, at this 
very critical period. The French 
King, as a mark of his particular 
efteem for Mr. Deane, gave him a 
box of great value and exquiiite work- 
manfhip, whh«hls picture richly fet 
in diamonds ; and a letter, written 
in his own hand to the Congrefs, 
ftrongly teftifying his entire approba- 
tion of every part of Mr. Deane's 
conduct. The French Minifters alfo 
gave Mr, Deane the moll honourable 
teftimonials.] 
In Congrefs, November 22, I777. 
Congrefs having received informa- 
tion, that the infidious enemies of the 
United States of America, haveendea- 
I z voured 
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voured to propagate falfeand ground- 
lefs reports, that a treaty had been held 
between Congrefs and the Commif- 
ikmers of the King of Great-Britain, 
by which it was propable that a re- 
conciliation would take place. 

Be it declared and* refolved, That 
the Commiffioners ofahe faid United 
States, at the feveral Courts in Eu- ' 
rope, be authorized to reprefent to 
the Courts, at which they refpe&ireiy 
refide, that> no treaty whatever has 
been held between the King of Great- 
Britain, or any of his Commiffionen, 
and the faid United States, fmce the 
declamation of Independence. 

Henry Laurens, Frefident. 
Attefl. Charles Thompson, Sec. 
In Cingrefs, November 24, *777« 
Refolved, That all propofals for' a • 
treaty between the King of Great- 
Britain, or any of his Commiffioners, 
and the United States of America, 
inconfiftent with the Independence of 
the faid States, or with iuch treaties 
or alliances, as may be formed under 
their authority, will be rejected by 
CpngreG. 

Henry Laurens, Prefident^ 
Attefh Charles Thompson, Sec. 
In Congrefs f December 19, 1777* 
Whereas Sir William Howe, Com- 
mander in Chief of his Britannic' 
Majefty's forces, has required that 
provifions ihoulcl be fent in for the 
relief of the American prifoners in 
his poffefilon, and for the purchafe 



) 

fions, and other aeceflaries, which 
already have been, or hereafter may 
be Applied by the public, to prifoners 
in the power of thefe States, (ball be 
difcharged either by receiving from 
the Britiflt Commiflary of prifoners, 
of any of his agents, proviiions or 
other neceffaries, equal in quality or 
kind to what have been fupplied, or 
the amount thereof, in gold or filver, 
at the rate of 4s. 6d. ilerling, for 
every dollar, of the currency of thefe 
States ; and that all thefe accounts be 
liquidated and discharged, previous 
to the releafe of any prifoner, to 
whprt provisions or other neceffaries 
{hall have been fupplied*" 

On the 8th of January, 1778, tic . 
Congrefs, in cottfequence of a report 
of their Board of War, among a num- 
ber of refdlves, palled the following : 
k «• That General Waihlngton be 
directed to require of General ftdw« ' 
the reafons why feveral officers in the 
fervice of thfcfe ftates, and other ci- 
tizens now in his power, have been 
(6 long cottoned, either in the pro- 
voA guard, or loathfbme gaols, and 
tfeafcd with fuch unparalleled rigour ; 
and if General Howe fhall refufe to' 
make any artfwer to his requisition, 
within the ijpace of five days, or give ' 
ruch reafons for the treatment pftnefe 
unfortunate priforttr*; as fhall not be' 
juftifiable by the laW of nations,* 
(general Wafhington be directed im- 
mediately to order a number of thef 



of .iuch neceiTaries as they may iland' enemy's officers, as nearly equal in' 
in need of, and has prohibited the rank and condition of life as poffible 



circulation of the money ftruck by 
the authority of thefe States within 
iuch parts of the country as are at 
prefent fubjeeted to his power, where- 
by great difficulties have accrued in 
relieving the diftrefles of the Ameri- 
can prifoners ; and whereas large 
fams of Continental-bills of creuit 
have' been counterfeited, and iiTued 
by the agents, eininaries, and abettors 
of Sir William Howe. 
Refolved, 
" That the accounts of all £rovi- 



to the perfons fo confined without 
caufe, forthwith to be imprifoned, 
fubfifted, afid treated in die fame 
manner lis the perfons above alluded 1 
to are impriioned, fubfifted, and' 
treated* And that he be informed 
that it is the expectation and exprefs 
order of Congrefs that this mode of 
treatment in general be continued, 
changed, or fufpended, as the con- 
duel of the enemy, with reijpecl to 
the American priidners, flfill, from* 
time to time, render juit and necef* 

toy* 
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fary, without waiting for any fpecial 
order from Congrefs for fuch purpofe. 
" That the Commiffary-general of 
prifoners, and his refpe&ive deputies, 
be forthwith dire&ed tocallin all the 
officers and privates belonging to the 
enemy, and to confine them in fuch 
places, and order them to be fubfifted 
and treated in fuch manner as (hall 
render their fituation fimilar, in all 
refpefts to that of the officers and pri- 
vates, who are prifoners with the ene- 
my, and that they continue this mode" 
of treatment, 'till fuch time as a 
change of conduit on the part of the 
enemy, or the Commander in Chief 
of the Navy of thefe States, do givedi^ 
re&ioM lor a different line of conduct. 

** That it be recommended to the 
government of the refpe&ive States, 
where prifoners of war are confined, 
to give every afliflance in their power 
to the Commifiary General of pri- 
foners, or his deputies, by putting 
diem in poffeflion of gaols, or other 
buildings, and by furnifhing them 
With guards, in order to enable them 
to execute the foregoing refolutions." 

In Congrefs, January 2, 1777. 

Congrefs having ' no further occa- 
sion for the fervice of Efek Hopkins, 
Efq. who on the 22d of Dec, 1775, 
was appointed Commander in Chief 
of therleet fitted out by the Naval 
Committee, 

Refolved, That the faid Efek Hop- 
kins, Efq. be difmifled from the 
fervice of the United States. 

Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thompson, Sec. 

In Congrefs j January 8, 1778. 

The Committee to whom the let- 
ters that parted between General 
Heath and General Burgoyne, and 
the letter from General Burgoyne to 
General Gates, were committed, 
brought in a report, which was taken 
into confiderauon and agreed to, as 
follows:—- 

That they have confidered, with 
mature attention, the Convention en- 
tered into at Saratoga, between Major- 



general Gates and Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne, in October laft, and find 
numbers of the cartouch boxes, and 
feyeral other articles of military ac- * 
coutrements, annexed to the perfons 
of the non-commiflioned officers and 
foldiers in General Burgoyne's army, 
have not been delivered up, and that 
agreeably to the fpirit of the Con- 
vention, and the technical interpreta- 
tion of the word " arms" they ought 
to have been delivered up. This 
opinion is warranted not on,ly by th« 
judgment of the moll apprcWed writ- 
ers, but by the interpretation and 
practice of Britilh officers in fimilar 
cafes, in the courfe of the prefent war, 
particularly in the capitulation of St. 
John's, on die 2d of November,' 

1775- 

Your Committee further report, 

that there are fo many other circum- 
ilances attending the delivery of the 
arms and military ftores, which excite 
ftrong fufpicions that the Convention" 
has not been ftrictly complied with, 
on the part of General Burgoyne, 
agreeably to its true fpirit and the in- 1 
tention of the contracting parties, an<f 
£o many inftances of former fraud in 
the conduft of our enemies, as to 
juftify Congrefs, however cautious to 
avoid even the fufpicion of want of 
good faith, in taking every meafure 
for fecuring' the performance of the 
Convention, which did not impofe 
any new condition, nor tend to delay 
its execution. Of this nature your 
Committee confider the refolution of 
Congrefs of the 8th of November laft, 
directing General Heath " tocaufe to 
be taken down the name, and rank 
of every coramiffioned officer* and the 
name, former place of abode, occu- 
pation, fize, age and defcription, of 
every non-commiflioned officer and 
private foldier, and all other perfon*. 
comprehended in the Convention of 
Saratoga."— This cannot be con- 
fidered as impofmg any new condi- 
tion, but as a meafure naturally re- 
f id ting from the Articles of Conven- 
tion, 
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tion, which the conquering party has 
aright to avail itfelf of, and which 
is ftri&ly juftifiable, had nojuftfuf- 
picion of the want of good faith in 
the party furrendering prefented it- 
Jelf. Your Committee are of opi- 
nion, That the reafons which Gene- 
ral Burgoyne adduces for refufmg a 
compliance, are inapplicable to the 
cafe ; and they beg leave to obferve, 
That he is totally miftaken in his ap- 
peal to the conduct of Sir Guy Carle- 
ton and himfelf, with refpect to the 
prifoners feleafed from Canada, in 
Auguft \jj6; for notwithstanding his 
exprefs declaration to the contrary, in 
his letter of the 23d of November laft 
to General Heath, it appears from the 
original lift of the prifoners releafed 
from Canada, which is herewith pre- 
fented, that the provinces, counties 
and towns to which the prifoners re- 
leafed belonged, were annexed to 
their refpective names, and which, 
for the greater fecurity of the con- 
quering party, were in the handwrit- 
ing of the refpe&ive prifoners. Your 
Committee, therefore, cannot but 
confider General Burgdyne's refufal 
to give defcriptive lilts of the non- 
commiffioned officers and foldiers be- 
longing to his army, when connected 
with his former conduct, and ill 
grounded afTertion on this occafion, 
in an alarming point of view ; more 
efpecially when they confider, that 
nine days previous to this refufal, he 
had, without juft caufe given, de- 
clared in a letter to General Gates, 
that the public faith, plighted in 
the Convention of Saratoga, was 
broken on the part of thefe States, 

This charge of a breach of public 
faith is of a moft ferious nature, 
pregnant with alarming confequences, 
and deferves greater attention, as it 
is not dropped in a hafty expreflion, 
dictated by fudden paffion, but is de- 
livered, as a deliberate ad of judg- 
ment committed to writing, and fent 
to the General with whom he made 
the Convention j and if credit is to 



be given to General Burgoyne's ad-* 
count of himfelf, in his letter to Ge- 
neral Heath of the 25 th of Novem- 
ber, he cannot be considered " of fo 
light a character, as to have acted in 
a ferious matter of State upon a fud- 
den impreflion." 

The reafon on which he grounds , 
this charge is, that the officers in- 
cluded in the Convention have not, 
fince their arrival in MafTachufett's 
Bay, been accommodated wi^h quar- 
ters, agreeable to their refpeclive 
ranks. On which your Committee 
beg leave to obferve, that, from .the 
fudden and unexpected arrival of fo 
large a body of troops, the concQurfe 
of Itrangers in and near Bofton, .the 
devaftation and deftruction occasioned 
by the Britifh army, not long fince 
blocked up in that town, and by the 
, American army which befieged them ; 
and, confidering that the officers were 
not to be feparated from their men* 
and that the troops could not be quar- 
tered with equal convenience in any- 
other place within the limits pointed 
out and defcribed in the Convention, 
as * there are not a fufficient number 
of barracks in any other part of that 
State ; though from thefe and many 
other unavoidable circumftances, the 
accommodation of General Burgoyne 
and his officers might not be fuch, as 
the public could wifh or' he expect, 
yet his charge of a breach of public 
faith oh this account, is not war* 
ranted either by the letter of the 
preliminary articles agreed on be- 
tween himfelf and General Gates on- 
the 1 4th of October, or by the fpirit 
of the Convention figned on the 1 6th 
of the fame month, fince by an exa- 
mination of thefe articles it will ap- 
pear, that the flipulation with refpect 
to the quartering of officers, ' was not 
to be conftrued in that rigorous fenfe 
in which General Burgoyne affects to 
confider it, but on the contrary, that 
it was " agreed to, as far as circum- 
jlances would admit " 

Your Committee forbear to lay 

any 
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any ftrefs on the attempt of the ene- 
my to alter the place of embarkation 
from the port of Bolton to that of 
Rhode-Ifland, or the Sound, fo con- 
tiguous to the port of New-York, 
which, as well as that of Rhode- 
Ifland, is at prefent in their poffef- 
fion, on the feeming inadequate 
number of veflels (being, only 26 
tranfports fent to Rhode-Ifland, as 
appears in a letter from General 
Tigot to General Burgoyne, dated 
5th December) for an army confuting 
of 5642, in a winter voyage to Eu- 
rope, or on the improbability of the 
enemy's being able, on fo'fhort a no- 
tice, to victual fuch a fleet and army 
for a voyage of fuch a length ; fince 
the declaration <jf Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne, that the public faith is 
broke, is of itfelf fufficicnt to juftify 
Congrefs in taking every meafure for 
fecuring the performance of the Con- 
vention, which the laws of nations, 
in confequence of this conduct will 
juftify, 

Thefe facts and opinions your 
Committee, in a matter of fuch high 
moment to the honour and fafety of 
theft States, efteem it their duty to 
report fpecially ; and confidering 
that General Burgoyne has not fully 
complied with the Convention of Sa 
ratoga, particularly in not delivering 
up the cartouch boxes and accoutre- 
ments, that he has exprefsly, and 
without jufr. foundation, charged 
thefe Stares* with a breach of public 
faith; that in confequence of this de- 
claration, whilft in our power, he 
may dpem himfelf and the army under 
him abfolved from their compact, and 
may therefore have refufed compli- 
ance with a meafure naturally refult- 
ing from the Convention, and which 
only tended to render his officers and 
men infecure, in cafe the Convention 
on their part was not complied with ; 
confidering farther, that from the 
'diftance between America and Great- 
Britain, there is no opportunity of 
accommodating this difpute in' any 



reafonable period of time with the 
Sovereign of the State, in behalf of 
which this Convention was made ; 
and that the operations of General 
Burgoyne's army in America would 
not only defeat the main object of the 
Convention, but prove highly preju- 
dicial to the intereft of thefe States. 
Your Committee fubmit.the whole to 
the confideration of Congrefs, in or- 
der that fuch meafures may be adopt- 
ed, as are confident with the fafety 
and honour of the United States*'* 

Whereupon Congrefs came to the 
following refolutions : 

Refolved, That, as many of the 
cartouch-boxes, and feveral other ar- 
ticles of military accoutrements an- 
nexed to the perfons of the non-com- 
miffioned officers and foldiers includ- 
ed in the Convention of Saratoga* 
have not been delivered up, the Con- 
vention, on the part of the Britifh 
army, has not been ftri&Iy complied 
with. * 

Refolved, That the refufal of Lien- 
ten ant-general Burgoyne, to give de- 
fcriptive lifts of the non-commiffioned 
officers and privates belonging to hi* 
army, fubfequent to his declaration, 
thaf the public faith was broke, is 
confidered by Congrefs in an alarm- 
ing point of view, fince a compliance 
with the refolution of Congrefs,. 
could only have been prejudicial to 
that army, in cafe of an infraction of 
the Convention on their part. 

Refolved, That the charge -made 
by Lieutenant-general Burgoyne, in 
his letter to Major-general Gates, of 
the 1 4th of November, of a breach of 
public faith, on the part of thefe 
States, is not warranted by the juft 
conduction of any Article of the 
Convention of Saratoga ; that it is a 
ftrong indication of his intentions, 
and affords juft grounds of fear, that 
he will avail himfelf of fuch pretend- 
ed breach of the Convention, in or- 
der to difengage himfejf and the ar- 
my under him, of the. obligation they 
are under to theic Lnircd States, and 
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that the fecurity which thefe States 
have had in his perfonal honour, is 
hereby deftroyed. 

Refolved therefore, That the em- 
barkation of Lieutenant-general B ur- 
goyne, and the army under his com- 
mand, be fufp ended till a dijlinft and 
explicit ratification of the Convention 
*t Saratoga Jhall be properly notified 
by the Court of Grtat~$ritain t$ 
Congrefs. 

By order of Congrefs, 

Signed, 

Henry Laurens, Prefiderit. 

Atteft. Ckarles Thomson, Sec. 

In Congrefs^ January 21, 1778* 

The Board of War reported, that 
having conferred with Mr. Elias 
Boudinot, Commiflary of prifoners, 
«n the Sift of December, and care- 
fully examined the evidences pro- 
duced by him, they efleem it their 
duty to ftate to Congrefs the follow- 
ing fatts relating to the American 
pnfoners, in the power of the enemy. 

That as far as can be collected 
from the tcftimony and prifoners and 
inhabitants, who have leit the enemy, 
there are about nine hundred pri- 
vates and three hundred officers in the 
city of New-York, and about five 
hundred privates and fifty officers in 
the city of Philadelphia. 

'That the privates' in New- York 
•have been crowded all fummer in fu- 
gar-houfes, and the officers boarded 
©n Long-Ifland, except about thirty, 
who have been confined in the pro- 
'voft-guard and in the moil loathfome 
£oa!s. 

That fince the beginning of Oc- 
tober, all thefe prifoners, both offi- 
cers and privates, haye been confined 
an prifon-fhips or the provoft. 

That the privates in the city of 
Philadelphia have been Icept in the 
public gaols and the officers in the: 
State-houfe 

That from the bell evidence, which 
the nature of the fubjeft will admit 
cf, it appears, that the general ' al- 
lowance "of provisions, at the mo4, 



does not exceed four ounces of meat 

and the fame quantity of bread, (often 
times fo damaged as not to be eat- 
able} per man per day, and often 
much le6, although the prcfefled al- 
lowance is from eight to ten ounces ; 
and that the prifoners have been 
treated in general, (officers excepted) 
with a cruelty fcarce to be paralelJed, 
and with the moft ttudied and illibe- 
ral infult. 

^ That it has been a common prac- 
tice with the enemy, on a prifoner'* 
being captured, to keep him three, 
four, and even five days, without a 
morfel of provifionsof any kind, and 
then to tempt him to inlift with the 
new levies, in order to (ave his life. 

That there are numerous inftances 
of prifoners of war perifhing in all 
the agonies of Tiunger from their fe* 
vere treatment. 

That being generally (tripped of 
what cloaths tjiey have when taken, 
they have fuffered greatly for want 
thereof during their confinement. 
* That, in the beginning of lift fum- 
mer, bills of exchange to the amount 
of 600L fterling, purchafed of David 
Frank, Britifh Commifiary of prf. 
foners, refiding within the juriftlk- 
tion of thefe States, were fent into 
New-York, for the relief of the pri- 
foners ; that every obftacle was thrown 
in the way to prevent the negotiation 
of thefe bills, and after a delay of 
two months, they were returned to 
Mr. Boudinot, the American Com- 
mifiary of prifoners. 

That the American Commiflary of 
prifoners had permiflkm to fend in 
provifions from Hudfon'sandRaritot* 
Rivers to New- York, and to pu?. 
chafe cjoathing there for about two 
months part ; but on this condition, 
that the Hoop carrying the provifions, 
flop at the man of war, ftatfoned in 
the mouth of Hudfon's River, where 
the hands are taken on hoard of the 
ihips, and the agent for Amejican 
prifoners in New-York, i s obliged 
to fend hands from thence tp take the 
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floop over to the city, and return har 
again to the man of war ; which not 
only renders it very tedious and ex- 
pensive, but prevents getting floops 
for the purpofe, as very few owners 
choofe to truft their veflels in the 
enemy's hands, and to remain pri- 
soners on board of the man of war 
till the floop returns. 

That provifions, which have been 
ftnt into the city of New-York for 
the fubfiftence of the American pri- 
foners, have been prevented by a 
tublic ordinance from being fold at a 
igher rate than 45s. per cwt. for 
flour, although the current price of 
that artide was 6J. per cwt. and it 
actually fold current at that price be- 
tween individuals, while the flour 
belonging to thefe States was fold at 
the ordinance price. 

That'the American officers in the 
power of the enemy, had not any al- 
lowance made to them for their fub- 
fiftence, although the Britim officers, 
in the power of thefe States, have 
been allowed, by a refolve of Con- 
grefs, two dollars a week for their 
fubfiflence. 

That in confequence of repeated 
remonitrances from General Waih- 
ington to General Howe, concerning 
the injurious treatment of prifoners 
in his power, General Howe, in his 
letter to General Wafhington in No- 
vember laft, promifed, " that a Com- 
miffary mould be permitted to carry 
in afupply ofdoathing, money, and 
other neceflaries for the prifoners in 
Philadelphia, and to vifit the places 
where they were confined." 

That on a conference which pafFed 
between Mr. Fergufon, the Bridfh 
Commiflary of prifoners, and Mr. 
Boudinot, the Commifiary of pri- 
fdners for the States, wjio was ordered 
by General Wafhington to vi fit the 
prifoners, agreeable to General Howe's 
promife, Mr. Fergufon faid, that he 
was defired by General Howe, to let 
Mr. Boudinot know, " that there 
eould be no neceflity for his coming 
Voi,. VI. 



into the city, as he would fee that the 
prifoners were properly dealt by," 
and Mr. Boudinot was not fufFered 
to go in. 

'That on this conference, Mr. Fer- 
gufon, the Britifh CommifTaryof pri* 
ioners, complaining of the inattention 
paid to the fupplying of prifoners in 
their hands with cloaths, faid, " that 
there was plenty of cloathing in Phi- 
ladelphia, which we were at liberty 
to purchafe for provifions, and to ap- 
point agents for that purpofe ;" that 
on Mr. Boudinot's exprefiing his 
doubts on this point, Mr. Fergufon 
fhewed great furprize at his unbelief, 
and affured him repeatedly that full 
liberty to purchafe cloathing would 
be granted. 

That Mr. Fergufon, in his letter 
of the 2d of December fays, " that 
permiffion will be, given to fend in 
cloathing to our prifoners, but that 
General Howe does not think fit to 
allow it to be purchafed in Philadel- 
phia." ' 

Congrefs taking into confideration 
the foregoing fads, and considering 
that during the whole time, in which 
the American prifoners have futfered 
fuch unparalleled rigour and infult, 
and every obftacle has been thrown 
in the way to obftruft their relief, the 
prifoners taken from the enemy have 
been plentifully fuppli^d with provi- 
fions, either at the c\pence of thefe 
States, or by CommLflaries in the 
fervice of the enemy, permitted to 
refide and purchafe without controui, 
within the jurifdi&ion of thefe States ; 
that their officers have been admitted 
on their parole in good quarters, and 
a weekly allowance made them ; that 
few, even of their privates, have been 
for any time confined in gaol, but, 
on the contrary, that they have been 
permitted to work abroad and to re- 
ceive the full price of their labour. 
Thereupon, 

Refolved, That the allowance of 
two dollars a week to officers, who 
are prifoners of war to the United 
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States, do ceafe, unjefs to thofe of- 
ficers who may be entitled thereto by 
any contract made on or before their 
captivity or furrender. 

That neither David Franks, nor 
any other agent orperfon whatfoever, 
"be permitted to ncgoclate bills within 
thefe United States; for the fupply of 
prifoners taken from the enemy, or 
to purchafe provifions or other necef- 
faries for fuch purchafe within the 
jurifdi&ion of thefe States, except in 
the manner herein after provided* 

That every Britifh CommifTary, or 
any other perfon or agents, employed 
to fupply prifoners taken from the 
enemy with provifions, fhall make 
returns of the prifoners under his or 
their refpective care to the Purchafing 
jCommiffary of the diftritt, wherein 
fuch prifoners are confined, who lhall 
deliver a fufficient number of rations 
for their weekly , or monthly fubfift- 
ence, as circumitances ihall render 
neceflary, taking duplicate promif- 
fary receipts for the fame, payable in 
thirty days after date, one of which 
receipts (hall be forthwith tranfmittcd 
to the Comii:iiiar> -general of pur- 
chafes, or the Deputy Commiflary- 
general of the department in which 
the provifionsare fupplied. 

That the provifions fo received, 
/hall be paid for in the manner pre- 
scribed by the reiolution of Congrefs 
of the 19th December Iaft ; and in 
cafe of the fame, fhall be accounted 
for in gold and filver, the Commif- 
fary-general of Deputy CommifTary 
of purchafes receiving the fame, fhall 
remit it without delay to the Board of 
Treafury, in order that the fame may 
be applied as a fund for relieving the 
diilreftes of the prifoners in the power 
of the enemy. 

That in cafe failure fhall be made 
by any perfon figning fuch receipt, in 
difcharging the amount when it fhall 
become due, no further provifions 
fhall be iflued for the maintenance of 
the prifoners under the care of the 
perfon or perfons fo failing. 



) 



m That in return for the permiiUpa 
hereby given to purchafe provifions 
of the American Commiflaries for the 
ufe of the enemy's prifoners, Gene- 
ral Walhington be directed to demand 
of General Howe, liberty to purchafe 
cldathing in fuch places as may be 
under his power, for the ufe of the 
American prifoners. That cloathing 
fo furnifhed, to be paid for in gold 
or filver, or in provifion to be Tent in 
and fold at the' market; price; and 
that in cafe General Howe mould 
choofe to order provifions and other 
neceflaries to be fent out for the fup- 
ply of the prifoners in our power, in-» 
itead of the mode' propofed by the 
former refolutioris, he be permitted 
to fend what fupplies may, from 
time to time, be neceflary, to fuch 
pofts as the American CommifTary of 
prifoners fhalj direcT, which provi- 
fion, 'when fent" out, man be .iflue4 
to the prifoners by perfons appointed 
by General Howe for 'that purpofe ; 
provided that permits be granted by 
General Howe, for trarifporting pro- 
vifions, either by land or water, as 
fhall be moft convenient, from the 
States of New-Jerfey, fehnfylvania; 
Maryland, and Virginia, for the ufe- 
of the American prifoners in the cities 
of New- York and Philadelphia, and 
in the town of Newport in Rhode- 
Ifland, and the provifion fent in, be 
iflued out by Commiflaries, or by- 
other perfons appointed for fuch pur- 
pofe by thefe States, who fhall be 
permitted to refide at the places wher£ 
the prifoners are confined. ■ 

That in return for the permiffiori 
given by the refolution of Congrefs 
of the 21ft of May, 1776/ for a 
commiffioned officer from the Britifh 
army to vifit monthly the prifoners 
in the power of thefe States, ** in 
order to count their numbers and cer- 
tify their rolls," General Wafhing- 
ton be directed to demand perempto- 
rily of General Howe a like permit 
fion, or to agree upon any other 
e^ual mode for afcenaining the fitua- 

tion 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 6; ) 



tiori of the American prifoners which 
fhall be deemed moil expedient ; and 
In cafe, of General Howe's refufal to 
give fatfs'faction on this point, that. 
General Wafhington regulate his 
future conduct bf the conduct of Ge- 
neral Howe. 

And whereas* General Howe, by 
his letter to General Wafhington in 
November laft, affects to make a di- 
stinction in the treatment of prifoners 
taken in arms, and of the faithful 
citizens of thefe States fubjected to his 
powef, iri a manner not only contrary 
to reafbn and the principles of huma- 
nity, but inconfiftent with the fenti- „ 
ments exprefTed by General Howe 
Kimfelf, in his letter to General 
Wafhington , dated S taten - Iflan d, 
Auguft i, 1776. 

Refolved, That General Warning- 
ton be directed to enquire of General 
Howe, an explanation of thofe parts 
6f his letter of November 1777, 
which imply this diftinction, and the 
line of conduct which he means to 
bbferve for the future with refpect to 
fuch of the faithful citizens of thefe 
States, as may be fubjected to his 
power; Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

In Congrefs\ February 14, 1 778. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the Legiflatures of the feveral 
States, to *pafs laws, declaring that 
&ny perfori, his aider or abettor, who 
fhall wilfully or malicioufly burn 'or 
deftroy, or attempt, or confpire to 
burn or deftroy, arty magazine of pro- 
vifions, or military dr naval ftores be- 
longing to the United States ; or if 
any mailer, officer, feaman, marine, 
or other perfon entrufted with the na- 
vigation or cafe of. any Continental 
vefTel, fhall wilfully or malicioufly 
burn or deftroy any fuch vefTel, or 
(hall wilfully betray, or voluntarily 
yield or deliver, or attempt to con- 
fpire and betray, yield, or deliver, 
fuch vefTels to the enemies of the 
United States, fuch perfon, his aider 
or abettor, on legal conviction, fhall 



fuffer death without benefit of cler- 
gy. Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 

In Congrefs, February 20, 1 778. 

Whereas it is represented to Con- 
grefs by his Excellency General 
Wafhington, that the mode adopted 
by many of the United States, of en- 
lifting their quotas of troops only for 
iix or nine months, occafions a con- 
ftant change of men ; by which means 
great part of his army conflantly con- 
Ms of undifciplined troops, and of 
courfe occafions great fatigue and 
trouble to his officers, in rendering 
them fit for any fervice ; and that by 
the time they come to know the duty 
of a foldier, their inliftments expire. 

Refolved, That all the troops now 
compofing the armies of thefe United 
States, and all fuch other troops as 
fhall hereafter inlift or be drafted to 
ferve in their armies, fhall be deemed, 
and they are hereby declared to be 
troops of thefe United States, during 
the continuance of the war between 
thefe United States and Great-Bri- 
tain, and fubject to all the regula- 
tions, pains, and penalties, fpecified 
in the Articles 'of War, heretofore 
made and ordained by thefe United 
States in Congrefs, notwithftanding 
any law of any of thefe United States 
to the contrary. 

Refolved, That his Excellency 
General Wafhington, and all and 
every officer of thefe United States, 
commanding in any garrifon or fort, 
or at any poll, or on any detachment, 
be, and they are hereby authorifed 
and required to apprehend, or detain 
in fafe cuftody, ail fuch perfons as 
fhall quit the fervice of thefe United 
States, during the continuance of the 
war between thefe United States and 
Great-Britain, under pretence of the 
time of their inliihnent being expired, 
in order that they may be brought to 
condign punifhment for defertion. 
By order of Congrefs, 
Henry Laurens, Prefident. 
Atteft. Charles Thompson, Sec. 
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In Congrefs y February 26, 1778. 
Whereas it appears to Congrefs by 
the copy of a letter from General 
Wafhington to General Howe of the 
10th of this month, that he has con- 
Tented to the proportions of General 
Howe to the following effect, " That 
an exchange of all prifoners now in 
our pofTeffion, officer for officer, fol - 
dier for foldier, and citizen for citi- 
zen, fo far as number, and rank will 
apply, be carried into execution as 
expeditioufly as the nature of the cafe 
will admit, and without regard to 
5.ny controverted point, which might 
prove an impediment to,fo defireaole 
an end." 

Whereas by a refolution of Con- 
grefs, of the 19th of December laft, 
a releafe of prifcuers in the power of 
thefe States, cannot take place, be- 
fore the account of all provifions and 
other necefiaries, which have been 
fupplied by the public to fuch prU 
foners, are liquidated and difcharged; 
„ And whereas it is the wifh of Con- 
grefs to accomplifli the defireable 
purpofe of exchanging the prifoners 
without unneceffary delay ; 

Refolved, That an exprefs befent 
to the feveral Legiflatures, or fu- 
preme executive authorities of the re- 
spective States, for fuch accounts of 
money, provifions, and other necef- 
faries, which they have fupplied to 
prifoners taken by the United States 
iince the commencement of the war, 
as have not been already tranfmitted 
to Congrefs ; that they be requeued 
to make up the faid accounts to the 
firft day of March next, and trans- 
mit them as fpeedily as poffible to the 
Commiffioners of claims at the Board 
of Treafury ; that the accounts of 
each State from New Hampfhire to 
Virginia inclufively, be fent to the 
faid Commiffioners, on 'Or before the 
15 th day of April next, and of the 
other States oh or before the firft day 
of June next; and that the refpective 
States fuftain the lofles which may 



arife from detaining, fuch account* 
longer than the time herein allowed 
them for rendering the fame. 

Refolved, That all officers in the 
department of the Quarter-mailer, 
Pay-mafter, and Clothier-general, 
and Commifiaries of provifions and 
prifoners, the Commiffioners of ac- 
counts, and other officers who may 
have accounts or charges of money,, 
provifions, or other necefTaries in their 
respective offices, for fupplies fur- 
niilied the faid prifoners, be directed 
to fend fuch accounts to the Com- 
miffioners of Claims at the Board of 
Treafury, on or before the 1 5 th day of 
April next, and that they refpectively 
fuilain the loffes that may arife from. 
a neglect thereof. 

That the Commiffioners of claims 
he directed to prepare the faid ac- 
counts for. adjultment without delay ; 
and that no exchange of prifoners be 
made until the balance due thereon 
• to the United States is difcharged. 
Ke e wha e ven> January 7. 
The molt Honourable the Conti- 
nental Congrefs have recommended 
to the feveral Legiflatures of the 
United States to call in five millions 
of dollars, by quarterly taxes, within 
the year 1778, in the following pro- 
portion, viz. 

Dollars. 
New^Hampfliire - - 200,000 
Manachufetts-Bay - - 8*0,000 
Rhode-lfland and Provi- 
dence Plantations - 100,000 
.Connecticut -. - 600,000 
New- York - - 200,000 
New-Jerfey ■ - - 270,000 
Pennlylvania - - 620,000 
Delaware - - 60,000 
, Maryland - 520,000 
Virginia - - 8 00,000 
North-Carolina - - 250,000 
South-Carolina . - - 500,000 
Georgia - 60,000 

5,000,000 

Bojlm, 
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Sofioft, January 26, 1 778. 
At a legal meeting of the freeholders 
and other inhabitants of the town 
of Bofion, on Thurfdaj the %\fi in- 
fianty the following refolves faffed 
unanimoufly , viz. , 
The Articles of Confederation and 
perpetual union, between the feveral 
States now reprefented in the Conti- 
nental Congrefs, having been laid 
before this town, were repeatedly 
read, and maturely considered; 
whereupon, 

Refolved, As the opinion of this 
town, that the laid Articles appear to 
be well adapted to cement the union 
of the faid States, to confirm their 
mutual friendship, eftablifh their free- 
dom and independence, and promote 
their general welfare. And the re- 
prefentatives of the town are hereby 
inilru&ed to give their votes in the 
Aflembly, that the Delegates of this 
State may be authorifed to ratify the 
faid Articles of Confederation, in or- 
der that the fame may become con- 
clusive. 

The General Aflembly previous to 
their adjournment, paSTed the fol- 
lowing Addrefs , to accompany the 
Articles of Confederation and Per- 
petual Union between the States of 
New - Hampfhire, MaiTachufetts- 
Bay, Rhode-ISland, and ProvU 
- dence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North - Carolina, South- 
Carolina, and Georgia; published 
by order of CongreSs. 
To the Inhabitants of the State of 
Massachusetts-Bay* 
Friends and Fellow Countrymen ! 
It is with concern and attention 
that the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
find, that an- A£l, intitled, An Act 
for drawing in the Bills of Credit of 
the feveral denominations, &c. paSTed 
the lail feSfion, has given uneafinefs 
to any of the good people of this 
State ; a number of towns have pre- 



fentci their petitions Slating fucfi 
grievances, as they apprehend will 
arife from the execution of that Act, 
and pray relief: 

The knowledge which the good 
people have of the difpofition of their 
reprefentAtives, muft induce them to 
believe (what moSl of the petitions 
exprefs) that the legislative body in 
palling that law, and in all their con- 
duct, have it fincerely in view to pro- 
mote the welfare of this State, by 
thofe meafures which, upon full ad- 
vifement and confideration of all cir- 
cumstances and exigencies, appear 
beSt adapted for that eSTential purpofe; 
in purfuance of that difpofition, the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives have pro- 
ceeded to a confideration of the fnb- 
ftantial parts of the petitions, and to 
explain to their constituents, the rea- 
fons upon which the faid AH wa* 
enatted. 

It is well known that the prefent 
"neceSTary and expenfive war in which 
we are involved, for the preservation 
of every thing valuable, was firSl en- 
kindled in this State, and in lb Hid- 
den a manner, that without maga- 
zines or finances, we were obliged 
initantly to raife, pay, and fupport a 
large army by our own efforts, before 
the American Congrefs could take 
meafures to relieve us; this occafion- 
ed the emiSGon of large and repeated 
quantities of bills of credit in the un- 
fettled State of Government, and the 
difinclination of many of the inhabi- 
tants to call in any of the bills of cre- 
dit, to prevent the emiSIion of more 
by taxation, reduced the legislative , 
body to the alternative, eicher to fuf- 
fer our liberties to be destroyed far 
want of defence, or elfe to continue 
the emiSTion of paper bills, to the de- 
preciation of what was then current ; 
the fame fituation of Government, 
and difinclination of taxation taking 
place alfo in the other States, occa- 
sioned large and repeated emiilions of 
bills of credit from them, which ob- 
tained a general circulation among 



Digitized by 



Google 



ts ; from all this it, is obvious 
Chat the American Congrefs being the 
collected power and will of Che United 
States, could do no otheriyife than 
repeat their emiflions of Continental 
currency, as the general good of the 
whole required, expecting when the 
Governments of the feveral States 
fhould be fo eftablifhed as that tax- 
ation mould relieve us from the great 
evil of repeated emiffions of paper 
currency : it is alfo notorious, that 
numbers of our enemies have coun- 
terfeited large quantities of the paper 
currency of this and the neighbouring 
States, and that by means of all this, 
the quantity of circulating paper me- 
dium, has longfince encreafed vaftly 
beyond all pretentions of ufefulnefs, 
and manifeitly to the enhancing the 
demand of all commodities to an ex- 
travagant price : this alarming fitua- 
tion of our currency and commerce 
induced the General Aflembly of lafl 
year, to meet by their delegates in 
Convention the neighbouring States 
at Providence, and on their report 
the Monopoly Bill (fo called) was 
ena&ed, but being unaccompanied 
with taxation, loaning, or any other 
method of reducing the overgrown 
quantities of paper currency, it failed 



C id ) , 

that the amount of wHofe report was, th& 



only method from which we coulci 1 
reasonably expedl relief was/reducing 
the quantity of currency by loaninjg,, 
taxation, and non-emiffion of bills of 
credit: your reprefenfatives therefore, 
taking into confideration the amount 
of the paper currency of this State,' 
the quantity of it that is counterfeit- 
ed, the difficulties' that arife from the 
numerous forts of it, of knowing the* 
good from the bad ; thic great advan- : 
tages of having but one* fpecies of 
currency, viz. the Continental, the 
exceeding quantities of that fort! 
which will remain, when all the States 
money is deftroyed, found themfelves" 
under a neceflity of flopping the cur- 
rency of the bills of any fingle State; 
and calling in thofe of our own in the 
fpecdieil mamer. Your reprefenta- 
tives being defirous to give full fatis-: 
faction to their conftituents, upon the 
fubjedl of their petition, think it the 
readieit way to ftate the objections 
contained in the whole of them, and 
to obviate the feeming grievances. 

One prevailing obje&ion.againft the 
Aft is, <• that the loaning the States 
money will diftrefs us, by the encreaf- 
ing debt arifing from the interell of 
the fame." That the interell of a 



of anfwering the valuable purpofes fum added to the principal makes a 



for which it was defigned ; the fup 
prefling the prices of commodities at 
a time when the quantity of currency 
was .vaflly too great and Hill increas- 
ing, inevitably threw the bulk of 
money out of circulation and ufe, and 
of courfe inclined the holders of fuch 
nfelefs quantities of money, to give a 
much larger price for commodities 
than the Monopoly Bill allowed ; and 
when the buyer is willing, what can 
reftrain the feller ? This growing evil 
not being redrefled by the Monopoly 
Bill, the pfefent General Court, in 
their firft ieflion, appointed a Com- 
mittee to meet in Convention at 
Springfield, the -Committee of the five 
northern States, to confer upon the 
bc2 methods of redrefiing thefe evils, 



larger fum than the principal is cer- 
tain, but that the debt will be en- 
creafed thereby, in certain cafes, will 
not appear upon explanation ; for by 
loaning thofe bills the circulating 
quantity is lefTened'; this has a natu- 
ral tendency to prevent the high prices 
which arife from the furplufage of 
money, and this in a fhort time wfll 
amount to a faving of more than the 
whole principal ; the reducing the 
quantity of currency is certainly the 
regular method of curing the evifs, 
which arife from fuch undue quan- 
tity ; when, therefore, fuch evils ap- 
pear, the regular remedy fhould be 
applied in 'the fpecdieil manner, i. e. 
the States money being particularly 
inflrumental of producing thofe evils, 

muft 
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jpu-A be funk as fbeedily as poflible ; 
that it fhould be funk by loan rather 
'than by taxation will further appear, 
by confidering that the expences of 
fhe war are ftill prefling us, that they 
are unav<j|dably encreafing by the en- 
creafed price of all neceflaries, and 
therefore that the Treafury muft be 
fupplied with larger fums ; this can 
pniy be done either by emiflion of 
more bills of credit, by taxation, or 
borrowing on loan ; of the fir/l too 
much has been done already ; for a 
calculation between the advanced 
prices of goods, and t^e intereft of 
money, muft iatisfy every unpreju- 
diced perfon, that had we been able 
to hire the money neceflary for our 
expenditures, inftead of making new 
emiifions, ^bOve half tjie expences 
would have been iaved, i. e. eight 
times the intereft, the emiflion of 
more bills will render of lefs value 
what is already current, i. e. will 
raife the price of all neceflary articles, 
and by that means encrea^e our ex- 
pences to a much greater amount than 
the interefl: of fuch a Aim of money, 
as, if borrowed, would have prevent- 
ed the neceflity of fuch emifltons. 

Taxation and Sorrowing on loan, 
only remain as methods to fupply the 
Treafury ; the exigencies of affairs 
forbid die rifquing the flow, uncer- 
' tain method pf Supplying the> Trea- 
fury wholly by borrowing, and made 
it neceffary that all the money that 
Could be raifed by taxation fhould be 
paid into the Treafury in Continental 
rnoney, for the fupport of the war, 
and of courfe no ; other method was 
left of finking the States money than 
that prefcribed in the Aft, of drawing 
it in by loan : had . the States money 
been called in by taxation, it would 
have coll all the, tax that could con- 
veniently' be raifed for the year 1777, 
and then there would have been no 
method left x>f fuppplying the Trea- 
sury, but borrowing Continental bills 
on intereft ; and with regard. to the 
pcreafe of debt, as is objected, there 



is no odds upon the loan of what mo- 
ney the intareft is paid, whether 
Slates bills or Continental: whence 
it appears, that your reprefentatives 
were reduced to tlie t choiceof the fol- 
lowing cafes ; either to call in the 
States money by taxation, and then 
pay it out again for current charges, 
after it was known to be fo counter- 
feited as to deceive the good people ; 
or to call it in by tax and deftroy it f 
and then endeavour to fupply the 
Treafury by borrowing on loan, or 
|by making more emifiions of money, 
or elfe to finlc the State bills by loan, 
as prefcribed in the Acl, and appro- 
priate the tax to^ the fupply of the 
Treafury, the latter was adopted as 
being the moft beneficial of either. 

But'it is faid, u that this method 
will throw the intereft money into the 
hands of evilly-difpofed monopolizers 
who have occafioned the depreciation, 
of our currency." Whether thofe 
perfons called monopolizers have not 
undervalued the money, and whether 
the great furplufage of money has not 
occaftoned the monopolizing of com- 
modities", are queftions eafily deter^ 
mined, and whether the receiving 
intereft for States money will benefit 
fuch perfons more than receiving in- 
tereft for Continental money in the 
Continental ' Loan Office, where 
draughts for filver money in France 
is paid for intereft, and whether it is 
poflibleto carry on this neceflary war, 
without borrowing large fums-Over 
and above all our taxation, and whe- 
ther the taking money of particular 
perfons into our funds will not engage 
the abilities of fuch perfons to the 
American intereft, and whether we 
can pofltbly punifti thefe unworthy 
perfons by fuftering the currency to 
grow uieiefs in their hands, without 
diflrefiing the worthy part of the com- 
munity ; and ' whether 'the taxing 
fuch perfons in proportion to their in- 
tereft, will not reduce their newly ac- 
quired property to public benefit, are 
queftions worthy of conftderation. 

It 
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It is faid, " that the time for exe- 
cuting the Adl is too fhort, and that 
diftreis will be occafioned thereby/* 
but it will be confidered, that the 
circumftancesofour affairs required a 
fpeedy remedy, and the depreciation 
of Cur money was, in fome meafure, 
owing to an apprehenfion that it 
would not be called in by taxation, 
loaning, or otherwife, and much 
greater evils muft have arifen to the 
credit of our State bills, by protract- 
ing the currency of them, than can 
arife by the fuddennefs of the change, 
for an addition to what has been faTd, 
vaft quantities of counterfeited bills 
have been prevented getting into cir- 
culation thereby.: it is alfo objected, 
that the method of taxing prescribed 
in the Act will not anfwer the pur- 
pofe of putting the money out of cir- 
culation, though we pay intereft for 
it; but doth not the experience of 
thofe notes now on intereft prove the 
contrary ; the continual encreafing 
value prevents their pafling as a cur- 
rency, unlefs in cafes of great occa- 
sion, and then bonds, mortgage and 
thips, yea, houfes and lands, may be 
transferred. 

We think ourfelves obliged to take 
notice of an objection, which though 
varioufly exprefled, in fubftance is 
this, "that the faid Act is cruel and 
oppreflive, a violation of public faith, 
and contrary to the promife made on 
the face of the bills." The objectors 
are defired to confider whether, if 
the Act had been, that every man 
who was pofTefled of States money, 
*hou!d bring it to the Treafurer, and 
for it receive the amount in fjlver and 
gold, would this be a violation of 
public fai:h, and contrary to the pro- 
mife made en the face of the Bill? 
Can it be faid, that the money fo re- 
ceived at the Treafury would be re- 
ceived in payment ? If, inflead of 
paying in iilvcr and gold, it fhould 
be in Continental money, or a new 
emitfion of money, would that be a 
violation of public faith, &c. why 



then is redeeming them by large notes 
on intereft efteemed a violation, &c. 
To this may be anfwered, " becaufe 
they will not pafs in common pay* 
ment, nor at the Treafury, a man is 
forced to loan his money viiether he 
will or not:" is not this fhifting the 
objection from the letter to the fpirit ? 
Suppofe the General Aflembly had 
taken no meafures to reduce the quan- 
tity of paper currency, and fecure its 
value, would this be. a violation of 
public faith and public truft ? Sup- 
pofe they had undertaken to reduce 
the quantity by drawing in the State* 
money ky taxes, and then had not 
been able to fupply the Treafury for 
neceflary defence, would this be a 
violation of public faith, cruel, op- 
preflive, &c. Is here not a real de- 
ftructive violation of public faith, and 
public truft, put in oppofition to a 
fuppofed violation of a promife in the 
face of the Bill ? Doth not the whole 
force of this objection arife from the 
objectors not being willing to lend 
their money for public ufe ? If the 
good intention and effect of the A£t 
was duly fupported by a fpirit of pa- 
triotifm, would there be any com- 
plaining of being forced to loan a 
little furplufage money for common 
good. Hath it n$t been the univerfal 
fentiment Jince this <war broke out, that 
this generation muft fight* and the 
next fay 'what <we are not able to ? 
Ho<w can that be done without loaning 
the debt? Do any think we muft con- 
tinue making paper money, and leave 
the next generation to redeem it ? Is 
it not certainly known, that paper 
money cannot be made beyond a cer* 
tain quantity, equal to the articles 
that are ufually bought and fold, and 
beyond that, only the nominal Aim 
is encreafed, and not the value, com- 
pared with things to be bought, and 
that this is the cafe with gold and 
filver, as well as paper currency. 
But it is faid, " that the £veat plenty 
of paper money renders it more eafy 
to redeem the Sta.es money by tax 
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flow, tnari it wiil be hereafter when 
money is fcarce." This is an un- 
doubted reafon why we fhould col- 
lect as much money by tax as ive can 
bear, ind.if the current expences will 
admit that any of the notes on intereft 
fhould be redeemed, it fhould be 
done ; but whoever confiders the un- 
avoidable expences of the prefent war* 
including our fhare qf the Continen- 
tal expence, will hardly fuppofe our 
taxes will be eqkal to it. It is not 
much to he wondered, that the good 
people of this State fhould differ in 
their fentiments refpecting the belt 
methods of remedying the evils which 
all complain of, as the fyflem of mo- 
ney matters and commerce in their, 
nature, are intricate and obftrufe; and 
perhaps not generally underflood. 

It is with pleafure we obferve that 
jealou fy for liberty which has occa- 
fioned thefe objections, yet we fhould 
cautioufly guard against the fubtle 
defigns of our internal enemies, who 
omit fto opportunity of fomenting di- 
visions and jealoufies, by which -only 
they can hope to fubdue us; and we 
fhould well confider, whether there 
are more , evils and inconveniences 
arifing from the Act complained of, 
than always attend thofc great opera- 
lions which are neceffary for public 
fafety. 

Your reprefentatives are equally 
concerned in the matter with your- 
felves, and cannot^offibly lay a bur- 
den on the community in which they 
do not partake in proportion to their 
property as fettled by the Tax Bill: 
the only objection that remains to be 
obviated is, that there unavoidably will 
be fmall fums remaining in the hands 
of poor people, who may not be able 
to change it with their rich neigh- 
bours, and that without fome provi- 
sion, they will be in danger of lofing 
it." 

At the making of the law it was 
thought, that the more fubflantial 
part of the inhabitants would have 
been fo apprehenfive of the neceflity 

Vol. VI, - 



and ufefulnefs of the Act, as to have 
exerted themfelves to carry it into 
execution, and have relieved others 
by exchanging fuch fmall fums for 
them : ana in order to give opportu- 
nity for this, the Court have, by an 
Acl, lengthened the time for collect- 
ing in the money. 

Upon the whole, the good effects 
of this regulation fo much complain- 
ed of, are already obvious in many 
refpects, and nothing feem$ wanting 
but perfeverance to reap the real be- v 
nefit of it.— -It would have been more 
defireable to your reprefentatives to 
have called in the States money by 
taxation, if the circumftances of the 
State would admit; but the necef- 
fity we fhall be under of raifing a fura 
of money to fupply the Continental 
Treafury, in compliance with a re- 
quifition of Congrefs, received fince 
your petitions were under confidera- 
tion (as will appear by the rcfolve of 
Congrefs transmitted you) render it 
quite impracticable, and would give 
as much uneafmefs to fome towns as 
fatisfaction to others ; but that no 
town may think that due attention 
has not been given their petitions, 
the Court have pafTed an Act, en- 
abling fuch towns as think they can 
afford to raife a dill larger tax, to 
raife money and put it on loan *for 
purpofes in the Act mentioned : 
whilfl your reprefentatives are labour- 
ing to conduct your common concerns 
by the fafefl rules and mofl beneficial 
v methods ; they trull their conltituents 
will not embarrafs their meafures, by 
mifapprehenfions and diflruft, but af- 
ford that confidence and fupport, 
without which the bell adminiftration 
mufl fail of fupport. 

State of Majfacbufetts-Bay. 
In the year of our Lord, one thou/and 

fe<ven hundred and fe<venty -eight- 

. An Act for prefcribing and eflablifh- 

ing an oath of fidelity and allegiance. 

Whereas the of 

hath abdicated the Government of 
this and the other United States of 
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America, by putting them out of his 
protection, and unjuftly levying war 
againft them; and the faid United 
States, by their reprefentatives ih 
Conferefs aflembled, by a declaration 
bearing date the fourth day of July, 
A. D* 1776, folemnly declared, that 
the United Colonies of America are, 
and of right ought to be, Free and 
Independent States, that they are 
abfolved from all allegiance to die 
Britifh Crown, and that all political 
union between them and the State of 
Great-Britain is, and ought to be to- 
tally diflblved ; which declaration has 
been folemnly ratified and adopted by 
this State. And whereas in all States 
protection and allegiance are and 
ought to be reciprocal, and thofe who 
will not bear the latter, are not en- 
titled to the beaefit of the former : 

Be it therefore enacted by the 
Council and Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives, in General Court aflembled, 
and by authority of the fame, That 
any JufHce of the peace, in any county 
in this State, {hall have full power 
and authority, and he is hereby re- 
quired upon reprefentation made to 
him in writing, figned by any mem- 
ber of the Council or Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives, civil or military officer 
of any town or county, or of a felect- 
man, or member of any Committee 
of correfpondence, inspection and 
' fafety, or of any two fubtiaritial free- 
holders, within any town or planta- 
tion of this State, that there is, in 
his or their opinion, juftand fufficient 
reafon to fufpect, that any particular 
perfon refiding in any town or plan- 
tation in this State, is inimical to the 
United States, fuch Juftice is hereby 
impowered and required to caufe any 
perfon fb refufing, to be brought be- 
fore him, and to adminifler an oath 
or affirmation to fuch perfon fo repre- 
fented, excepting to fuch perfons as 
were appointed Counfellors within 
the State by mandamus from the King 
of Great-Britain, accepted fuch ap- 
pointment, acted in conference of 



it, and have face joined the enemy, 
and to" fuch other perfons as have left 
the State, fince the nineteenth of 
April, 177c, and hive joined th« 
enemy, fuch as have taken up arms 
againft the United States, unlefsthey 
can make it appear they were com- 
pelled thereto, as have enliiled men 
for the army, or accepted' a warrant 
or commiffion for that purpofe, or 
conveyed intelligence to them, fince 
the declaration of Independence, in 
the form following : 

" I, A. B. do fwear (of affirm, as 
the cafe may be) that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the State of 
Maflachufetts-Bay, and will faith- 

* fully fupport, and maintain and de- 
fend the fame, againft 

of his 

abettors, and other enemies and op- 
pofers whatfoever, and will difcover 
all plots and confpiracies that fhall 
come to my knowledge, againft faid 
State, or any other of the United 
States of America. So help ifce 

* God." 

And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That if any perfon 
or perfons to whom the faid oath fhall 
be tendered, by virtue of this Act, 
fhall refufe to take the fame, the faid 
juftice fhall commit the perfon or per- 
fons fo refufing to the gaol of the 
county where the oath was tendered, 
and certify the fame to the Council 
as foon as'may be, with the cofts that 
have fcrifen on the procefs, which, 
with the gaoler's fees, fhall be paid 
out of the perfonal eftate of the perfon 
fo offending, in all cafes where he is 
of fufficient ability to defray the feme, 
and otherwife at the expenjee of the 
State, and the perfon fo refufing 
/hall, within forty days after fuch re- 
fufal, be fent off by order of the 
Council of this State, to fome part of 
the dominions of the King of Great- 
Britain, at their, own expence, in all 
cafes where, in the judgment of the 
Council, they have eftate fufficient to 
fupport it, and in ail other cafes at 
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die public cxpence : and the Coun- 
cil are hereby impowered to caufe 
paflages to be procured for all fuch 
perfons, to hire a veffel- or vef- 
fels for that purpofe, and all and 
every fuch perfon or perfons fo re- 
futing, fhall be at liberty to fell and 
-difpofe of his perfonal eftate, and af- 
ter fatisfying all juft and equitable 
claims and demands, which mail be 
brought againft him or them, to carry 
the relidue thereof, and alfo to no- 
minate and appoint an attorney or 
attornies, to be approved of by Coun- 
cil, to fell or difpofe of his or their 
perfonal eftate, and in like manner 
as the fubje&s of this State, to de- 
mand, fue for, and recover, in his 
or their name or names, all fuch 
( debts and Aims of money as are or 
fhall be due, owing or payable to him 
cr them refpettivcly, in fuch way or 
manner as they mail think fit, pro- 
vided it fhall not be repugnant to the 
refolution of Congrefs, or the laws of 
this State, 

And be it further ena&ed by the 
authority aforefaid, That if any per- 
fon or perfons fo fent off from this 
State as aforefaid,' fhall voluntarily 
return into the fame again, unlefs 
leave be obtained from the General 
Court, for that purpofe, he or they 
being duly convifted thereof in the 
fuperior Court of judicature, Court 
of afiize and general gaol delivery, 
Jhall fuffer the pains and penalties of 
perjury. 

And be }t further enabled by the 
authority aforefaid, That if any per- 
fons who were appointed Counfellors 
within this State, by mandamus from 
the King of Great-Britain, accepted 
of fuch appointment, a&ed in confe- 
qaence of it, and have fince joined 
the enemy, or any fuch other perfons 
as have left the State fince the nine- 
teenth of April, 1775, and have 
joined the enemy, or any fuch per- 
fons as have taken up arms againft 
the United States, unlefs they "can 
make it appear they were compelled 



thereto, or have enlifted men for the 
enemy, or accepted a warrant or 
commiffion for that purpofe, or con- 
veyed intelligence to them fince the 
declaration of Independency, and 
fuch as have fupplied the enemy with 
provifions, all and every perfon fo 
offending who fhall hereafter volunta- 
rily return to this State, fhall, by or- 
der of Council, be fent off, as if he 
or they had refufed to take the oath 
or affirmation prefcribed in the Aft, 
excepting in fuch cafe, they fhall not 
be entitled to any advantage 'from 
their perfonal eftate ; and if he or 
they fhall voluntarily return to this 
State after being fo fent off, unlefs 
leave be obtained from the General 
Court for that purpofe, he or they 
fhall, upon conviction thereof, in the 
fupreme Court of judicature, Court 
of afuze and general gaol delivery, 
fufrer death without benefit of clergy. 

And be it enafted by the authority 
aforefaid, That all Members of the 
General Aflembly, and all officers 
civil and military, and all attornies at 
law, fhall take the oath or affirmation 
before-mentioned ; and no perfon 
fhall have authority to execute any ' 
of the offices or trufts aforefaid, or 
fhall be admitted to appear and^aft as 
attorney or counfel in any Court of 
juftice in this State, after the twen- 
tieth day of March next, unlefs he 
fhall have taken faid oath or affirma- 
tion ; and all and every perfon or per- 
sons, who fhall be hereatW appointed to 
any of the aforefaid oifices and places 
oftruft or emolument, fhall, before 
he enter upon the execution of fuch 
office or place of truft, take the oath 
or affirmation before prefcribed : and 
the faid oath or affirmation fhall be 
adminiftered to the members of the 
General Court, by any three of th« 
Council, and to all others appointed 
to any of the offices and places of 
truft aforefaid, by any two of the 
Council, or fuch- other, as fhall bjr 
the faid Council, or the major part of 
them thereunto be appointed, 
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And be it further enabled by the 
authority aforefaid, That fuch per- 
fons as are of the denomination of 
Chriftians called Quakers, to whom 
the faid affirmation may be tendered, 
the words (t and defend" mall be 
omitted, and inflead of the words, 
*/ So help me God," fhall be ufed 
the words, " and this I affirm, upon 
the pains and penalties of perjury," 
State of Majfacbufetts-Bay. 
Council-Chamber, Jan. 28, 1 778. 
It having been reprefented to this 
Board, that perfons inimical to the 
United States, who went off from 
this State, when the Britim troops, 
under the command of General 
Howe, abandoned the town of Bof- 
ton, and at other times are meditat- 
ing a return into America ; and 
whereas the return of fuch perfons 
into this State may be highly dange- 
rous to the public fafety, 

It is therefore refolded and ordered, 
That all perfons before defcribed, 
or any of them, be, and they are 
hereby forbidden to enter into any 
part of this State, without fpecial 
leave obtained therefor, from the 
General AfTembly, upon pain of what 
ihall fall thereon : and the good people 
of tji is State are hereby cautioned 
agaiaft receiving or entertaining any 
fuch perfons, who ihall not produce 
an authenticated certificate of their 
having obtained leavp, as aforefaid : 
and all officers of this Government, 
civil and military,, are hereby re T 
quired to make due returns of the 
names of fuch perfons, as they Ihall 
find tranfgreffing this order, or any 
part thereof, to this Board, that fur- 
ther order may be taken thereon. 
A true copy, 
Attefl. Samuel Adams, -Sec, 
Extrafi from an.Aft pajfed the Gene* 
ral Court of the State of Majfachu- 
fetts-Bay. 

And be it enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, That the bills of credit of 
the United States, eftabliflied by the 
American Congrefs, and the bills of 



this Government, fhall be received ia 
all payments within this State ; and 
a tender of the fame may be pleaded 
in bar to any action brought for the 
recovery of any money due by deed 
or fimple. contract. And all Juftices, 
Sheriffs, &c. &c. are hereby ftrictly 
enjoined to bring to juflice all perfons' 
offending againfl this Act. 
Abftraafrom an A8 faffed the id of 
January, ijyS 9t at „ :ajier y By 
the State of Pennjylvania, entitled* 
44 An Act to prevent forecasting, 
and to regulate the mode of buying 
and felling, &c." * 
After the preamble, 'the fecond 
fection provides, " That no perfoi^ 
fhall purchafe, but for their own ufe, 
in their families, any **ine, rum, 
whiiky, molaffes, fugar, tea, coffee, 
fait, leather, deer-fkins, furs, wool^ 
flax, cotton and wool-cards, butter, 
cheefe, iron callings, wire, hail-roes^ 
bar-iron, fleel, hemp, linen, tow or 
woollen cloth, ready made cloaths, 
{lockings, fhoes, wheat, rye, Indian 
com, barley, oats, fpelt, beans, 
peafe, flour, or meal of any kind, 
beef, pork, mutton, cyder, beer, 
tobacco, neat cattle, iheep, hogs, oj 
other live ftock (except to fatten on 
(heir farms) or any goods, wares, or 
merchandize, brought or to be brought 
into this State, until he or they fhall 
obtain a permiflion, figned by one of 
the Commiffioners after-mentioned; 
and have taken the oath of abjuration, 
and allegiance, &c. Whoever mifbe- 
haves, &c. or refufes, to fell at a rea- 
fonable profit, for the bills of credit 
of this State, or the United States,' 
forfeits the permit, with all his goods^ 
wares, &c." 

Third fection declares, that t€ nq 
perfon having goods, warps, &c. al- 
ready bought, or any p.f the things 
above enumerated, ihall fell the fame, 
until permit given, and oaths taken, • 
&c. on pain of forfeiture, and three 
months imprifonment ; and that if 
any perfon already has, or hereafter 
ihall get any of the goods, £c. into 
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lis hands, and foal I negleft or refufe 
to give any inventory of them 'to one 
of the Commiffioners, and apply for 
a permit, as aforefaid, to fell, he, 
flie, or they, fhall forfeit all fuch 
goods, &c. 

The fourth feftion provides, that 
no purchafer for the army fhall buy 
without permit, &c. 

By the fifth feftion, Commitfioners 
are appointed (only the names of 
thofe for Northampton count to 
wit, Robert Levers, Samuel Ray, 
and William M'Nair, were inserted 
in the copy, the others were omitted). 

The fijeth gives an appeal to the 
Executive Council, or Juftices in 
their feffion. 

The feventh declares, that no 
whiflcy, or cloathing of any kind, 
fhall be purchafed for the ufe of the 
army, until the purchafer gives fe- 
curity, that they fhall not be removed 
$mt of the State, Sec. 

Signed by 
James M'Lene, Speaker. 

jlbftraft of an Aft of AJfemhly of the 
State of New-Jerfey, entitled, "A 
fupplementary Ac it to an Aft, en- 
titled, An Aft to explain and amend 
an Aft, entitled, An Aft for the 
better regulating the militia." 
Whereas in feveral townfhips and 
precincts in this State, the conftables 
have neglefted or refufed to perform 
the duties required of them by an Aft, 
entitled, ** An Aft to explain and 
amend an Aft, entitled, An Aft for 
the better regulating the militia,! and 
the fufplemental Aft thereto" 
■ Seft. i . Be it enafted by the Coun- 
cil and General Aflembly of this State, 
and it is hereby enafted by the autho- 
rity of the fame, That in every cafe 
where the conftable or conftables of 
any townfhip or precinft fhall negleft 
or refufe to perform the duties of him 
or them' required by the faid Aft, \% 
fhaU'and may be lawful for any two 
Juftices of the peace of the county in 
which fuch townfhip lies, to ifTue their 



warrant to any non-cornmiffioned pf. 
ficer or private, being a freeholder, 
of any company in which a delin- 
quency may happen, who is herebjr 
empowered and required to execute 
the office of a conftable in fuch cafe : 
and the faid non-commiffioned officer 
or private fhall receive the like £ccm 
and rewards, and be fubjeft to the 
like fines and forfeitures as any con- 
ftable in fuch cafe might and ought 
to receive and be fubjeft to. 

2.. And whereas the average for- 
feitures' incurred by fuch delinquent! 
as do not yield their perfonal fervice 
in the field, nor procure fubftitutes. 
and for whom the field officers of the 
regiment or battalion cannot procure 
fubftitutes, agreeable to the feventh 
feftion of an Aft, entitled, " An A& 
to explain and amend an Aft,, entitled, 
An Aft for the better regulating the 
militia, and the fupplemental A& 
thereto" are not appropriated in the 
faid Aft ; be it enafted Dy the autho- 
rity aforefaid; That the field-officer* 
of the feveral regiments or battalions 
fhall make out, as often as occaiion 
may' require, a lift of the names of 
the feveral perfons in their refpeftivo 
regiments or battalions who do not 
procure fubflitutes, and for whom 
the faid officers cannot procure fubfti- 
tutes and fhall annex to the faid 
names the average fums* in which the 
delinquents are feverally fined ; which, 
lift the faid field-officers fhall deliver 
to any two Juftices of the peace of 
the county in which fuch delinquents 
refide ; and the faid Juftices are here* 
by required to ifTue their warrant to 
any conftable, non-commiffioned of- 
ficer or private, as in the preceding 
feftion of this Aft is direfted, com- 
manding him to levy the fame by di£t 
trefs and fale on the goods and chat- 
tels of the refpeftive delinquents, and 
the money when recovered fhall be 
paid to the collector of the county, to 
be by him paid into the Treafury for 
the ufe of the State." 

Morrit* 
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Merris-toivn, January 16, 1778* 

In Council of Safety. 
Whereas it has been reprefented to 
us, that fome evil-minded perfons, 
enemies to the liberties of America, 
or preferring private lucre to the im- 
portant Interefb of their country, en- 
deavour to perfuade the more igno- 
rant and unwary, that a certain Act 
of the Legiflature, paffed the eleventh 
day of December lall, iutitled, An 
AcJ fot regulating and Untitling the 
price of jundry articles of produce, 
manufatlure and trade > and to prevent 
furejlallingy regrating and engro£ing % 
will not be carried into execution, 
koping by fuch wicked arts to difcou- 
rage a due obedience thereto, and to 
defeat the falutary purpofes thereby 
intended : and whereas the public 
.fefejy indifpeniibly requires, and the 
executive authority of the States is in 
duty bound to have the (aid A3 
punctually carried into eifect, it is 
therefore earneitly recommended to, 
and ftri&ly enjoined upon all JuiHces 
of the peace and other officers whom 
it may concern, on pain of being pro- 
Jecuted for neglect of duty with the 
rigour of law, to execute the {aid Aft 
with all pofUble vigour and diligence ; 
and if need be, to apply to the Board 
for their aid and co-operation in the 
premifes, and to tranfmit the names 
of all fuch delinquents (together with 
thofe of the witnefles) who fhall pre- 
sume to fpeak contemptuoufly of the 
laid Act, or to ad in violation there- 
of, in order that they may be brought 
to fpeedy. and condign punifhment, 
and treated as perfons dangerous and 
difaiFected to the prefent Govern- 
ment. 

Wm. Livingston, Prefident, 



Trenton^ March 4, 1778, 

His Excellency's Mejfagtto the General 

AJfembly, 

Gentlemen, 

Confidering the multiplicity of bu- 

finefs that will require your attention 

at this fitting, and how much was left 



unfinifhed at the laft, I am perfuaded 
that your real for the public intereft 
will not fufFer you to rife till you have 
difpatched every matter of moment 
that (hall require deliberation. 

As the compleating our battalions 
demands your fpeedy confederation, 
I herewith lay before you a ftate of 
the noii-commiffioned officers and fol- 
diers of the four New-Jerfey regi- 
ments according to the weekly return 
of the 5th of January laft. By this 
you will be convinced of the neceffity 
of the moft expeditious and vjgoroua 
meafures for increasing thofe regi- 
ments to the full complement of men, 
of which, according to the eftablifh- 
ment, they onght to confift. I am 
confident I need not ufe any argu- 
ments with you to fhew the import- 
ance of our having a refpectable army 
to open an early campaign before the 
enemy can be Strengthened by rein- 
forcements from Europe. Whatever 
expeditions we may have of a rupture 
between Great-Britain and France, 
which is doubtlefs highly probable, 
it is furely not the part of wife men 
to depend upon uncertain contingen- 
cies. We ought, under God, to rely 
folely upon ourfelves and our own re- 
fources ; and aft as though we had no 
expectations of foreign fuccours, be- 
caufe we may, for any thing that can 
be known to the contrary, be disap- 
pointed, how rational and well- 
founded foever fuch expectations may 
at prefent appear. I£ 9 however, in 
addition to our own preparations, we 
lhould derive any advantage from a 
declaration of war agajnft the enemy 
by the King of France, or any other 
potentate, fuch coadjutant power will 
facilitate the final eflablifhment of pur 
Independence. But in a work fo glo* 
rious, and thus far fo happily at- 
chieved without foreign aid, it will 
neither be confident with our honour 
or fafety, to be in a condition that 
will make fuch affiftance neceflary. 

I am now to requcft your attention 
to a very folemn Act of Congrefs of 
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the 8th of January, for fufpending 
the embarkation of Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Burgoyne, and the troops under 
his command, till a diflinft and .ex- 
plicit ratification of the Convention 
of Saratoga (hall be properly notified 
by the Court of Great-Britain to 
Congrefc. The reafons for adopting 
this meafure are fet forth at large in 
the Aft which I herewith lay before 
you. As the Congrefs, after long 
and mature consideration, judged the 
meafure to be indifpenfibly their du,ty, 
and equally juftifiable and neceflary, 
they are confident their refolutions 
will be confirmed by the approbation 
of all their conftituents in thefe United 
States, who are moft nearly concerned. 
They conceiving it an aft of fuch fo- 
lemnity, as todeferve the concurrence 
of all the States in the Union, though 
they are doubtlefs competent to the 
tufinefs of ratifying or difapproving 
any capitulation made by their Ge- 
nerals, I doubt not it will meet with 
your approbation, 

I am further to acquaint you, Gen- 
tlemen, that Congrefs, conceiving it 
expedient to promote a fpeedy refor- 
mation in the army, as well for the 
purpofe of difcipline as ceconomy, 
and the number of officers being al- 
ready out of all proportion to $hat>of 
the privates, to avoid further embar- 
raffments in this refpeft, they have re- 
commended it to the Governments of 
the feveral States, by a refolution of 
the 31ft of December, to fufpend fill- 
ing up any vacancies in their refpec- 
tive regiments until they (hall hear 
farther from Congrefs on the fubjeft. 

You will alfo be pleafed to turn 
your thoughts to a very important re- 
folution of the 3d of December lalt, 
earneftly recommending it to the le- 
gislative authorities of the refpeftive 
States, forthwith to enaft laws re- 
quiring all perfons within their re- 
fpeftive States, who may be poflefled 
of any bills of credit (buck under the 
fanftion and authority of the King 
of Great-Britain, on or before the 



19th day of April 1775, forthwith tor 
deliver in the fame to a CommiiSoner 
or Commiffionert for that purpofe to 
be appointed in each county of the 
refpeftive States, authorifmg fuch 
Commiffioner or Commiifioners to 
give in exchange for any fum fo Daid, 
in Continental money or bills ot cre- 
dit of their refpeftive States, and to 
declare in the laws fo enafted, that 
all bills of credit under the defcriptioa 
above-mentioned, which (hall not be 
fo delivered in within fnch reafonabie 
time as the refpeftive States /hall for 
fuch purpofe limit, (hall thenceforth 
become utterly irreparable. — A law 
to this purpofe moft be evidently con- 
ducive at once to abolifh the infa- 
mous practice of making a difference 
between what is called the old and 
the new moriey, and to incxeafe the 
value of the Continental currency, 
(under both which views I recom- 
mended it to you before I was ho- 
noured with the laft mentioned refo- 
lution of Congrefs) that I doubt not* 
it will receive your ready approba- 
tion. And mould fuch an aft be ac- 
companied by a tax at leaf* ef 
£.100,000, the effect it will have in 
fupporting the credit of ou,r money, 
and reducing the price of provifioni, 
cannot but ftrike the moft inconfide- 
rate mind. 

Your attention, Gentlemen, is far- 
ther folicited by a refolution of Con- 
grefs of the 15 th of January laft, ac- 
companied with a letter from the 
Board of war of the 19th of the fame 
month. — As good (teel is an article Co 
indifpenfibly neceflary, not only for 
the purpofes of war, but thofe of in- 
ternal hufbandry, and it is fatd that 
the Andover iron is better fuited tt> 
this bafinefs than any other in Ame- 
rica, I doubt not you will readily 
comply with the expectations of Con ♦ 
grefs in this refpeft. 

I cannot upon this occa/ion help 
remarking, that as no articles what- 
foever can with lefs difficulty be dif- 
penfed with in military operations 
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than iron and fteel, you will find 
upon the flighteft recollection, that 
none of- our citizens are more gene- 
rally difaffe&ed than thofe who are 
interefted or 1 employed in manufac- 
turing iron. A ftrong prefumption 
that the enemy has been particularly 
induftrious in corrupting thefe men, 
with a view to diftrefs us in a moft 
eflential point. And as I fuppofe one 
of the firft things that will engage 
your attention will be the confifcation 
of the eftates of our internal enemies, 
recommended to you at the laft fit- 
ting, this requifition may he carried 
into execution by the general bill of 
forfeitures. 

From the difficulty of having re- 
courfe to the number of feparate A£b 
into which our military code is al- 
ready branched, I would recommend 
to you a revifion of all our militia 
laws, and to have them all comprifed 
in one. In forming this digeft, Lhope 
the procuring of fubilitutes, of which 
we have experienced the fatal confe- 
quences, and which muft at lalt in- 
evitably ruin our militia, will be re- 
pealed. 

In lieu of calling out the militia to 
be ftatedly polled in fuch parts of the 
State as are more particularly expofed 
to the incurfions of the enemy, I 
would recommend a 4 pjan both more 
effectual againfthoftile irruptions, and 
attended with much lefs expence to 
the public. 

I would propofe two State regi- 
ments, properly officered, and by the 
beft officers, to be raifed for a year, 
and not liable to be called out of it, 
except by the authority appointed to 
caJl out the militia. As thefe corps 
would be better difciplined than the 
common militia, they would of con- 
fequence be better troops and more 
formidable to the enemy. — The time 
that is at prefent loft by the militia's 
going from and returning home in 
their monthly tours, would be faved. 
The pofts to be occupied by them 
would not be vacant, till there was" 



reafon for wholly quitting them, a* 
it now frequently happens (in great 
meafure) by the monthly reliefs . 
The bounty which is now 'paid 
monthly in addition to the Conti- 
nental pay, would in. all probability 
raife the regiments for a year. Such 
men as could beft be fpared from 
home would be moft likely to enter 
into the fervice, anc} the more in* 
duftrious farmer remain at his huf- 
bandry, except in cafe of an adlual 
invafion. The diforders and depre- 
dations fo often committed by the 
militia on the property of their fel- 
low citizens, which is principally to 
be imputed to the connivance of fuch 
worthlefs* officers by whom they are 
fometimes commanded^ as have not 
the fuirit to maintain a proper fu-* 
, bordjnation , would have been pre- 
vented. The fuperiority of this plan 
to our prefent practice of harrafling 
the hufbandman in a State fubfifting 
by agriculture, needs I think to be 
but mentioned, in order to be ap- 
proved. 

I would moreover recommend to 
you, Gentlemen, the parting a law 
which T recommended to the former 
Aflembly in September laft, to enable 
every obligor or debtor, whofe cre- 
ditor is removed out of the State, or 
cannot be found in it, or who refufes 
to receive the debt when tendered, to 
pay the fame into the Treafury for 
his ufe, and to be thereupon dif* 
charged from the fum fo paid, and all 
the intereft thereafter accruing, or to 
be difcharged from the principal and 
intereft in fuch other manner, with- 
out paying the fum into the Treafury, 
as the Legiflature fhall think moft 
proper. , 

As there is great reafon to appre- 
hend that a confiderable part of many 
of the perfonal eftates which are for- 
feited in confequence of an Aft, en- 
titled, " An Aft of free and general 
pardon, and for other purpofes therein 
mentioned" is fecreted and concealed 
from the Commifuoners by the faid 

' Afl 
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Act appointed, it appears highly ne- 
ceffary For the more effectually attain- 
ing the valuable ends thereby Intend- 
ed, to pafs a law for authorifing the 
CommiffiGners to compel the appear* 
ance of perfons fufpected of conceal- 
ing fuch effects, or. of being indebted 
to the delinquent, and to examine 
them as well as other witneffes upon 
oath, with proper penalties for fuch 
concealment, and adequate rewards 
to induce a difcovery. A law to this 
purpofe will fave the S,tate many 
rhoufand pounds, which will other- 
ivife be loft through the fraudulent 
practices of the friends and agents of 
the offenders,, whofe perfonal elates 
ire by the fajd Aft. declared forfeited* 
The militia pofled along fijch of 
bur frontiers, from which the diiafr 
fected among us carry on a commer- 
cial interconrfe with the enemy, fre- 
quently feize the commodities k> car- 
ried, or tfye merchandize brought 
J)ack in exchange for them,, and ap- 

5ropriate them to theju^ own uie, 
r^us being altogether illegal, cannot. 
^be countenanced by Government, and 
the militia beiag thus judges in their 
jpwn cajfe, and immediately interested 
in condemning as prize the booty 
they take t , are under firong temptar 
tions to plunder, un4er that pretext, 
perfons near the enemy's lines who 
f have no Intention of* conveying into 
them tne'effefts they are transporting. 
If, on the other hand, they are re- 
trained from confiscating the provi- 
£ons or other effects actually deigned 
to be conveyed to the enemy, or the 
return cargo bartered for them, con- 
iidering the additional fervice and ha- 
zard in making ifuch feizures, they 
will not make them at all ; and thus 
the pernicious traffic will be carried 
on withouwnterruptioa,- I would, 
.therefore* recommend^ to, your cpn- 
fiderafipn a law authorifing the mili- 
tia, or any other perfons, to feize all 
*$&)? fftfpefted to pe carrying to, or 
Coming from, the enemy, and to 
have them properly inventoried and 
Vol. VI. 



fecured till the perfon from whom 
. they are taken mall be legally tried ; 
and if convicted of the offence, to be 
appropriated to the perfon who feized 
them as part of the punifhment to be 
inflicted upon the delinquent, but if 
acquitted, to be.reftored to the owner* 
This will be both an encouragement 
to make fuch feizure, and oblige the 
perfon making them to bring the cri- 
minal to'juftice, without whofe con- 
viction he cannpt be entitled to the 
property, at the fame time tha t t it 
will prevent the la wlefs and indiscri- 
minate violation of private property, 
under the fpecious pretence of an il- 
licit correfpondence. 

Considering the fufferings of fuch 
of our militia as have been made pri- 
foners by the enemy, I doubt not you 
will fee the neceffity of appointing 
a State Commifiary to fupply them 
with provifions, and fuch other ne- 
ceflarie6 as they, may waut. 
Gentlemen, 

We are now arrived at a v^xy. im- 
portant crifis of the contelt. The 
next campaign will probably termi- 
nate in fomething Very decifive. Con- 
fidering the natural flrength of Ame- 
rica, and the reafon we have from 
the jufHce of our caufe tA depend 
upon the Divine interpofition in our 
behalf, it will be our own fault, if 
it does not terminate in our favour. 
Our coniti^uents expect our molt ftre- 
nuous efforts— and I truft your pa-* 
triotifm will not fuffer them to be 
disappointed. 

WtLL. LlViNCSTQN- 

Trentan, Feb. i6. 

- ' / ' ■ ■»- ■■ 

Trenton , March 4, 

To *the inhabitants^/ Ne<w-Jer/ej* 

Gentlemen, 

Confidering the nofele ardour which 

this State has uniformly manifested 

in the commqn caufe, I am confident 

that our virtuous farmers will take a 

particular pleasure in complying with 

his Excellency the General's requeft. 

They will difdain, in the clofe of our 

' M ftruggle, 
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ftruggle, to fully the honour which 
New-Jerfey has defervedly acquired, 
by affording all poflible aid during 
the conteft. It is hoped the next 
campaign will make the enemy re- 
pent their execrable purpofe of enflav- 
mg a free people, and teach even 
Britifh ftupidity, wifdom. Fbr li- 
berty's fake, Gentlemen, let not our 
expectations of this campaign be dif- 
appointed for want of the fupplies we 
can fo eafily furnifh. I know you 
will exert yourfelves, and want nei- 
ther arguments to convince, nor ex- 
hortations to roufeyou. Your country 
Calls ; and to the call of your country, 
you were never deaf. 

Will., Livingston, 
Trenton, Feb. 25, 1778. 

¥*tf the inhabitants of Ne<w~*ferfey, 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary- 

land, 'and Virginia, 
" Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow 
Citizens, 

*' After three campaigns, during 
which ' the brave fubjecls of thefe 
States have contended, not unfuc- 
cefsfully, with one of the mofi power- 
ful kingdoms upon earth, we now 
find ourfelves at Ieaft upon a level 
with our opponents ; and there is the 
bed reafon to believe, that, efforts 
adequate to the abilities of this coun- 
try would enable us fpeedily to con- 
clude the war, afld to feeure the in- 
Valuable bleflings of peace, liberty, 
and fafety. With this view, it is m 
contemplation, at the opening of the 
next campaign, to afTemble a force 
fufficient, not barely to cover the 
country from a repetition of thofe de- 
predations which it hath already fuf- 
ffered, but alfo to operate offensively, 
and to ftrike tome decifive blow. 

gf In the pretention of this objeft, 
it is to be feared that fo large an army 
may fufrer for want of provifions. 
The diftance between this and the 
Eaftern States, whence confiderable 
fupplies of flefh have been hitherto 
drawn, will ncceflanly render thofe 



fupplies extremely precarious. And 
unlefs the virtuous yeomanry of New- 
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Ma- 
ryland, and Virginia, will exert 
themfelves to prepare cattle for the 
ufe of the army, during the months 
of May, June, and July next, great 
difficulties may arife in the courie of 
the campaign : it is therefore recom- 
mended to the inhabitants of thofe 
States, to put up and feed imme- 
. diately as many of their flock cattle 
as they can fpare, (b that they may 
be driven to this army within that 
period. A bountiful price will be 
given, and the proprietors may allure 
themfelves that they will render a 
moll efTential fervice to theilluftrious 
caufe of their country, and contribute, 
in a great degree; to fhorten this bloody 
conteft. But mould there be any fo 
infenfible to the common intereft, as 
not to exert themfelves upon thefe 
generous principles, the * private 
intereft of thofe whofe fituation 
makes them liable to become imme- 
diate fubjedb to the enemy's incur- 
fipns, mould prompt them at Ieaft to 
a meafure which is calculated to fave 
their property from plunder, their 
families from infult, and their own 
perfons from abufe, iiopelefs confine- 
ment, or perhaps a violent death. 

George Washington.** 
Head-Quarters, Valley-Forge, 
Feb. 18, 1778. 

North- Carolina . 

An AS for ctnjifcating the property of 
all fuch perfons as are inimical to 

' the United States, and of fuch per* 
fans as jhall not, 'within a certain 
time therein mentioned, appear and 
fubmit to this State, whether they 
Jhall be received as citizens thereof '; 
and of fuch perfons as Jhall fo appear 
and Jhall not be admitted as citr- 
xens\ and for other purpofes therein 
mentioned. 
Whereas divers perfons who have 

heretofore owned and pofTefTed lands, 

tenements and hereditaments, and 
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aMb moveable property , within this 
S tate, have withdrawn themfelves 
From the fame, and attached them- 
felves to the enemies of the United 
-States of America; and alfo divers 
perfons who have withdrawn to places 
4>eyond the bounds of any of the 
United States, in order to avoid 
bearing their proper and equal part 
in defence of the freedom and inde- 
pendence of the fame ; and alfo di- 
vers perfons who having been beyond 
the bounds of the- United States at 
the beginning of the prefent war, 
have failed to return and unite their 
efforts for the common defence of 
American liberty ; and it is expe- 
dient and juft that every perfon for 
whom property is protected in any 
State, (hould be and appear within 
the fame, or join in defence thereof, 
whenever the fame is threatened or 
invaded. And it is alfo juft that a 
reafonable time be given for all fuch 
as have it in their power to alledge 
favourable or mitigating circurh- 
flances to induce this State (ever at- 
tentive to the rights of natural juftice, 
and ever ready and willing to receive 
to grace and favour all who are fm- 
cerely attached to liberty) to receive 
them as citizens, and reftore them to 
the poifeflions which once belonged 
fo them. 

Be it therefore enacted, by the Ge- 
neral Aflembly of the State of North- 
Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of the fame, That all 
the lands, tenements, hereditaments, 
and moveable property within this 
■ State, and all and every right, title, 
and intereft therein, of which any 
perfon was feizecl or poflefled, or to 
which any perfon had title on the 4th 
of July, in the year one thoufand 
(even hundred and feventy-fix, who 
on the faid day was abfent from this 
State, and every part of the United 
States, and who is (till abfent from the 
fame, or who hath at any time during 
the prefent war, attached himfelf to, 
or aided or abetted the enemies of the 



United States, or who has withdrawn 
himfelf from this or any of the United 
States after the day aforefaid, and 
flill refides beyond the limits of the 
United States, (hall and are hereby 
declared to be confifcated to the u(e 
of this State, unlefs fuch perfon (hall, 
at the next General Aflembly, which 
(hall* be held after the firft day of 
October, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-eight, ap- 
pear, and be by the faid Aflembly 
admitted to the privilege of a citizen 
of this State, and reftored to the pof- 
feflions and property whicn to him 
once belonged within the fame. 

Provided that (his (hall not extend 
to fuch perfons as are or have been 
actually employed in the fervice of 
the United States, or any of them, and 
have not deferted to the enemy, or 
traitoroufly violated their truft, or to 
fuch as are imprifoned, of unfeund 
mind, or under the age of twenty-one 
years. 

And provided alfo, that nothing 
herein contained (hall be conftrued to 
give permiflion to fuch perfons as 
have removed themfelves, or have 
been removed under the compulfive 
authority of any law of this State, or 
who have removed themfelves to avoid 
taking the oath of allegiance to this 
State to return thereto, or to avoid 
any fales of lands, tenements, here- 
ditaments, or moveable property by 
fuch perfons, bona fide> made before 
their departure, or purfuant to an 
Aft of Aflembly pafled at the laft 
feflion of this Aflembly, entitled, 
* c An Aft for declaring what crimes 
and practices againft the State (hall 
be treafon, and what (hall be mif- 
prifion of treafon, and providing pu- 
nilhments adequate to crimes, of both 
clafles, and for preventing the dan- 
gers which may arife from perfons 
difaftefted to the State. 

A true copy from the original, 
December 28, 1777* 

J. SlTGREAV£S, AIHiL Cle. H* C. 

Uz * FiJSb- 
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Tijh-Kill, Decemher 1 8. 
The following two letters which 
pafled between General .Parfons 
and General Tryon, mewing- the 
line of conduct the enemy mean to 
purfue, Tome inftruftion may be 
learnt from the fcope^it exhibits 
their determined intention to burn 
and lay wafte our habitations, and 
imprifon our perions. They will 
drive us to retaliate with equal Se- 
verity, if they go on in this way. 
Mqroneck, November 21, 1777. 
Sir, 
Adding to the natural horrors of 
war, the moft wanton deflruftion of 
property, is an aft of cruelty un- 
known to civilized nations, and un- 
accuftomed in war, until the fervants 
of the King of Great-Britain have 
convinced the impartial world, no 
afts'of inhumanity, no fEretch of def- 
pptifm are too great to exercife to- 
wards thofe they may term rebels. 

Had any apparent advantage been 
derived from burning the houfes on 
Phillips's manor, hit Monday, there 
would have been fome reafon tojuftify 
jhe meafure ; but When no benefit 
whatever can be propofed by burning 
thofe buildings, and ftripping the 
'women and children of necefiary ap- 
parel to coyer them from the feVerity 
of a cold night ; and captivating and 
.leading in triumph to your lines, in 
the /nofl ignominious manner, the 
Tieads of tnoTe families, I know not 
what justifiable 'caufe to aflien for 
"thqfe afts of cruelty, nor can I con- 
'ceive a neceflity for your further order 
to deftroy Tarry -town. 

You cannot be infenfible, it is 
_ every day in my power to deftroy the 
Jioufes and buildings of Colonel Phi- 
" lips, at>d thofe belonging to the fa- 
mily of Delahcey, each as near your 
"lines - as thofe buildings were to my 
guards; and notwithstanding your 
ufcmoft vigilance, you cannot- prevent 
the deftruclion of every houfe on this 
, fide of Kingfbridge. " It is not fea$, it 
" is not want of oppbnuaity, has pre- 



ferved thofe buildings ; but a fenfe 
df the injuftice and favagenefs of fuch 
a line of conduft has hitherto faved 
them ; and nothing but neceffity will 
induce me to copy the examples of 
this fort, frequently fet by your troops. 
It is not my inclination, Sir, to 
war in this manner, againft the inha- 
bitants within your lines, who fup- 
pofe themfelves within your King's 
protection. But necefTity will oblige 
me to retaliate in kind upon your 
friends, to procure the exercife of 
that juftice which humanity ufed to 
dictate, unlefs your explicit difavowat 
of the conduct of your two Captains, 
Emmefick ahd Sarns, ihall convince 
me thofe houfes were burned without 
your knowledge, and againft your 
order. I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 
(Copy) Samuel H.'Parsoks. 

General Frjou. 

Khgjbridge Campy JViror. 23, 1777 '• 
Sir, 
Could I pOflibly conceive myfeTf 
accountable to any revolted fbbj eft of 
the King of Great Britain, I might 
anfwer your letter received by the 
flag of truce yefterSay, refpefting the 
conduft of the party under Captain 
Emmerick's command; upon the tak- 
ing of Peter and Cornelius Van Taf- 
* Tel ; I have, however, candour enough ' 
"to aflure you, as much as I abhor 
every principle of inhumanity, 'or 
ungenerous conduft, I fhould. were 
' I in more authority, burn every Com- 
mittee-man's houfe within my reach, 
as I deem thofe agents the wicked in- 
ftruments of the continued calamities 
of this country; and in order the 
fooner to purge this colony of them, 
- I am willing to give twenty filver 
dollars Tor every a'fting Committee- 
, man who mall be delivered up to the 
King's troops. Irguefs before the 
end of the next campaign, they will 
be torn ;o pieces by their own c6un- 
tryfnen, whom they 'have forcibly 
dragged, in o^poiition to their prin- 
- '■ ' ' ci A ,le« 
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,cipl»s and duty, (after fining them 
to the extent of their property) to 
take up arms againft their lawful So- 
vereign, and compelled thera to ex- 
change their happy conftitution for 
paper, rags, anarchy, and diilrefs. 

The rum from the conflagration of 
ftew-York, by the emJflanes of your 
party laft year, remain a memorial of 
their tender regard for their fellow 
beings expofecl to the * * feverity of a 
cold night." 

This is the firft correfpondence I 
have"held with the King's enemies, 
on my own part, in America ; ind 
'as I am immediately under the com- 
mand of Sir Henry Clinton, your 
future letters, dictated with decency, 
\vouId be more properly directed to 
Jiis Excellency. lam, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
♦William Tryon, Mai. Gen. 

(Copy) 
^fo General Parfons. 

New-York, December 27. 

J$y a letter from Eaft-Jerfey, we 
^re informed, there is a fcouting party 
three times a day on New-Barbadoes 
'peck j 100 of the rebels are billetted 
"at Second River. The following new 
law was pafTed in the laft rebel Af- 
'fembly of that Province :— 

" The women that may be caught 
in coming to New-Jerfey from New- 
York/are to be fined 300I. and fuffer 
iix months imprisonment ; and all 
men fo detected, are to be hanged, 
or obliged to enlift into the Conti- 
nental army." 

There is alfo an Aft pafTed for fell- 
ing the lands ofail thofe well affefted 
to Government. 

A perfon arrived in town from the 
North River, informs us, that the 
rebels are building two row-gallies, 
and two floating batteries at Pough- 
keepfie ; and that they are conftrucU 
ing a new fort at New-Windfor, of 
three acres in circumference, and 
that fbme guns arc already mounted 1 
bait, " '•■■•• 



By order of his Excellency Sir Wil* 
1,1 am Howe, K. B. General and 
Commander in Chief, &c. &C &C. 
PROCLAMATION. 
I do hereby give notice to the in- 
habitants of the city of Philadelphia 
and its environs, it is the order of his 
Excellency, that ** No perfon what- 
ever, living within the faid city and 
its environs, fhall appear in the flreeta 
between the beating of the tattoo, at 
half an hour after eight o'clock in the 
evening, and tht reveille in the morn- 
ing, without lanthorns. And all who 
fhall be found abroad within the time 
aforefaid, will be liable to be ex- 
amined by the patroles and confined, 
unlefs they fhall give a fatisfactory 
account of themfelves." And I do 
hereby enjoin and require the inha- 
bitants, and all others refiding in the 
city arid its environs, to pay flricl o- 
bedience to the faid order, and govern 
thcmfelves accordingly. 

Given under my hand at Phila- 
delphia, this 8th day of January, in 
the eighteenth year of his Majefly's 
reign, Jos. Galloway. 

S uperindendent-general. 

By order of bis Excellency Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, K.B.' General* and 
Commander in Chief , &c* &c. &c. 
.PROCLAMATION. 
I do hereby, in concurrence with 
the magiftrates of the police, order and 
direct, that no ferry whatever from the 
city of Philadelphia, or any other place 
with in. the environs thereof, to the 
province of New-Jerfey, be allowed, 
fave thofe called and known by the 
names of the Old and New Ferries, 
in Water-ftreet, near Arch-flreet; 
and that no perfon or perfons what- 
ever prefume to crofs the river to the 
Jerfies, or laud from thence, at any 
other place than t e above-mentioned 
ferries, nor crofs from thofe ferries 
but by virtue of a pafs, under the 
hand of one of thj magiftrates, of 
which the ferrymen and ail others are 
hereby dire ;ted to take notice, and 
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'govern tnemfelves accordingly, on 
pain of imprifonment. 

Given under my hand at Phila-" 
delphia, this 15th day of January, in 
the eighteenth year of his Majefly's 
reign. 

Jos. Galloway. 
Superintendent-general . 
By hit Excellency Sir William 
Howe, K. B. Gtfieral % and Com- 
mander in Chief* &c. &c. 
PROCLAMATION. 
It being necefTary that a plentiful 
fopply of vegetables, frefh provifions, 
hay, and other forage, be provided 
for the ufe of his Majelty's army, 
navy, and the inhabitants of the city 
of Philadelphia, and its environs, I 
Jiave xhought fit, in order to en- 
courage his Majelty's faithful fubjecls 
chearfully to exert themfelves in 
jraifing the faid fupplies, to iflue 
this proclamation, affuring them of 
all poffible protection; and hereby 
firiclly charging and commanding, 
that no perfon or perfons, under 
«ny pretence whatever, prefume to 
commit any trefpafs upon the. lands 
incjofed of any other perfon or per- 
fons, or to break down, deftroy, 
carry away, or in any way injure the 
banfcs, wal^s, hedges, or fences now 
Handing, or hereafter to be erected, 
of any fuch inclofed lands, as they 
will anfwer the fame at their peril. 
And to the end that this Proclama- 
tion may be more ftrictly obeyed, 
and the good purpofes intended car- 
ried into full execution, I do hereby 
charge and command all officers, fol- 
diers, and others, to feize and deli- 
ver over to any officers commanding 
any part of his Majefly's forces, or 
to the Pro voit- Martial, all perfons 
perpetrating any of the trefpafles 
aforefaid, in order that fuch offenders 
may be brought to condign punifh- 
ment ; hereby declaring, that any 
neglect mall be considered and pu- 
nifhed as a breach of orders. And I 
do further charge the commanding 
officers, and Provoli- Martial afore- 



faid, from time to time, to receive 
into their cuftcdy all fuch offenders 
as ihall be brought to them, and duly 
to make report thereof. 

Given under my hand at head- 
quarters, in Philadelphia, the fecond 
day of March, in the year of our 
Lord' one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-eight. 

W. Howe. 
By his Excellency^ command, 

Robert Mackenzie, Sec. 



NEWPORT, Jan. 15. 
To the Right Hon. Lord Vifcount 

Howe, Vice- Admiral of the White, 

Commander in Chief of all his Ma~ 
jejtysjbtpsand*vej)kh> employed and 

to be employed in North America* 

&c. &c. &c. 

May it pleafe your Lord {hip, 

We the fubfenbers, inhabitants of 
the town of Newport, in his Ma- 
jefly's colony of Rhode-Ifland, hunv 
bly beg leave to prefent our fincerc 
congratulations, and to exprefs our 
perfect refpect for your Lordfhip, 
upon your fafe arrival in this harbour. 

Animated by the moil loyal and 
warmefl attachment to his iViajefty's 
perfon and government, and im- 
prefled with the deepefl fenfe of the 
happinefs and profperity we have 
long enjoyed under the mild protec- 
tion of our mother country, we deeply 
deplore the fuccefs of thofe arts, 
which, with the moil unexampled 
malignity and ingratitude, have been 
employed to detach affections founded 
in relation and duty, and to feperate 
interelts which can only be flourifhing 
and permanent, while they are mu- 
tual and united. 

We fhould rejoice, could we now 
congratulate your Lordfhip, that tjte 
veil of faction was removed from the 
eyes of our fellow fubjecls in thefe 
colonies, and that the voice of reafon 
and truth had prevailed over the 
popular tumult and delufion : but 
though we have not this happinefs, 
we feel much conlblation in the mi4^ 
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of our public calamities, that his 
Majefty hath appointed your Lord- 
fhip to the prefent important fervice, 
from whofe well-known benevolence, 
moderation, and abilities, we have a 
right to hope for the moil falutary 
confequences to ourfelves and our 
country. 

Permit us, my Lord, to allure you, 
that it will afford us the higheft fa- 
tisfaelion, when his Majeity's pa- 
ternal defires for the welfare, liberty 
and union of his people, as free 
members of one great and increafmg 
empire, can be brought forward to 
an accomplifhment by your Lordfhip's 
conduct and endeavours; and we 
earneftly hope that our mifguided 
countrymen, though now inflamed to 
the commiffion of the nioft violent 
acts, under pretence of aiTerting their 
civil and religious liberties, will re- 
collect their former profperity, will 
coolly confider their prefent ficuation 
of real oppreffion and bondage, and 
viewing it at once as an object both 
of intereft and duty, will return to 
their allegiance and to the renewal of 
thofe antient ties, by which they be- 
came profperous in their interior cir- 
cumftances and commerce, as well as 
fecure againft their external enemies. 
Thefe ientiments, wonhy (as we 
conceive) of all honeft men and true 
patriots, we cannot but flatter our- 
felves will, and muft have their due 
influence upon the opinions an& dif- 
pofitions of our fellow colonics. 

Zeal for the general good inr- 
prefles us with the moft ardent wifh, 
that, as thefe provinces have long 
gloried in their decent from Britain, 
they will again rejoice in the moil in- 
diffoluble connection with it. 

We beg leave to return our belt 
acknowledgements for the early at- 
tention (hewn us, and we tellify wkh 
particular gratitude our obligations 
to Major-General Pigot, for his 
mild and upright adminiftration, and 
for his conftant regard to the fecurity 
and fatisfaclion of this town. 



) 

Allow us, my Itord, to add*, thit 

we fhall be happy in mewing every 

teitimony of refped to your Lordihip, 

while the welfare of the public fer- 

vices can permit us to enjoy the hon* 

our of your refidence at Rhode-Ifland. 

Jofeph Wanton, jun. John Maivd- 

jlcy, Stephen Ayrault, Augufius 

Johnfton, James Keith ,' Welter 

Chaloner, William Wanton $ 

Francis Mai bone. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of 

the town of Newport this day, it 

was unanimoufly refolved, that the 

foregoing Addrefs be piefented to the 

Right Honourable Lord Vifcount 

Howe ; and that Joicph Wanton, 

jun. John Mawdfley, btephen Ayr- 

ault, Auguitus Johuflon, James 

Keith, Walter Chaloner, William 

Wanton, and Francis Malbone, be, 

appointed to fign and prefent the 

fame, in behalf cf the town. 

Newport, Jan* 12, 1778* 
His Lor-dship's Answer.. 
Gentlemen, 

I have much fatisfaction in this 
'teitimony of your duty to the King, 
and attachment to the constitution of 
the Briufh empire. 

I fhall be extremely happy, if, ia 
the fignification of his Majeity's moft 
gracious intentions, I can promote 
the re-eitablifliment of that peace and 
union between Great Britain and the 
Colonics, -which form the fureft baiis- 
of their mutual intereft and fecurity* 

My grateful thanks are due for 
this obliging, mark of your efleenu 
And it is with particular pleafure £ 
fee, that your protection and tran- 
quility have been entrufled to the 
very refpect able officer pofleffing the 
chief authority in this ifland. 

To Sir Pete-r Parker, Knu 
Rear Admiral of the Blue, tiff. 
♦His Majefty's loyal fubjecls, inha- 
bitants of the town of Newport, can- 
not think, Sir, ot feeing you depart, 
without' bearing their publick and 
ftrongeil teitimonial of the general as 
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well as perJbnal attentions, which, 
during yourrefidence here, you have 
ionftantly extended towards them. 

They would, not, Sir, offend by 
enumerating the caufes of their gra- 
titude, but they muft particularize 
the anxiety and zeal you have ever 
cyinced to remove their diltrefTes, by 
the ready fupply of convoys and other 
neceftary protections. 

* The frefh mark you have received 
of your royal ( Mailer's favour, in l?e- 
ing appointed to command on the 
Jamaica ftation, gives them the fin- 
cereft pleafure ; and, let them allure 
you, Sir, as you have impreffed thera 
with the trueft fentiments of grateful 
e,Jleem, fo you will, in all fitua;ions, 
l?e attended with their warmefl wifhes 
fpt fuccefs and happinefs. - 

Signed at the requeft, and \h be- 
ta]/ of the inhabitants of the town of 
Newport, fpecially convened by per- 
miflion of Major-general Pigot, com- 
manding his Majefly's troops within 
the colony of Rhode-Ifland, the 12th 
of January, 1778. 

Jofeph Wanton, jun. John Maivd- 
Jley, Stephen Ayrault, Augufius 
Johnfion, James Keith, Walter 
Qbaloner^ William Wanton, 
Francis Malbone. 

. The Admiral*/ 'Anfiuer. 
Gentlemen, 

* I am obliged to you for the intereft 
tou take in the honour the King has 
been grackmfly pleafed to confer 
npon me; and I am very happy, that 
in the difcharge of my duty during 
my ftay here, I have had opportunities 
of contributing to your benefit and 
fatisfacliori; 

: Jan. 22. This morning Sir Peter 
Parker failed from this port for the 
Jamaica iUtion. 

fatter from Major-general Robert- 
son to his Excellency Governor 
Livingston. 

Sir, New-York, Jan, 4, 1778* 
I am interrupted in my daily at- 
tempts to foftcn the calamities of pri- 



foner^ and reconcile their cafe witnt 
our fecunty, by a general cry of re- 
fentment, arifing from an mforma- 
tion ■■ 

That officers in the King's fervice,* 
taken on the 27th of November, and 
Mr. John Brown, a Deputy Com- 
mi/Tary, are to be tried in Jerfey for 
high treafon ; and that Mr. Iliff and 
another prifoner have been hanged. 

Though I am neither authorifed to 
threaten or to footh, my wifh to pre- 
vent an increafe of horrors will juitify 
my uiing the liberty of an old ac- 
quaintance, to defire your interpo- 
fition to put an end to, or prevent 
meafures which, if purfued on one 
fide, would tend to prevent every aft 
of humanity on the other, and render 
every perfon who exercifes this to the 
King's enemies odious to his fripnds. 

I need not point put to you,all the 
cruel confequences of fuch a pro- 
cedure. I am hopeful you will pre- 
vent them, and excufe this trouble 
from, Sir, 

Your mofl obedient humble fervant^. 
James Robertsojw. 

N. B'. At the moment that die cry 
of murder reached my ears, I wa^ 
figning orders, that Fell's requeft ta 
have the liberty of the city, and Co- 
lonel Reynold to be fet free'on Tiis 
parole, mould be complied with. % 
have not recalled the order, becaufe 
though the evidence be ftrong, I can- 
not believe it pofiible a meafure fo 
cruel and impolitic could ^e. adopted 
where you bear fway. 
to William Liyingfton,Ef$. $$c* &c* 

Governor Livingston^ jfnfiver. 
Sir, January 7, 1778, 

Having received a letter under your 
Signature, dated the + th inftant, wiich 
I have fome reafon to think, you. ia- 
tended for me, I fit down to aafwer 
your inquiries concerning certain ou 
ficers, in the fervice of your King, 
taken cm Staten-Ifland, . and one 
Browne, who calls himfelfa Deputy 
Corrimiflary ; and alfo refpe&iog one 
Iliff and another prifoner, (I fippofe 

you 
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you mufl mean John Mee, he having 
Shared t^e fate you mention, who 
haye been hanged). 

Bufldrk, Earl, and Hammel, who 
are, Iprefurae, the officers intended, 
with the faid Browne, were fent to 
me by General Dickenfon as. pri- 
soners taken on Staten-Jfland. Find- 
ing them all to be fubjetts of this 
State, and to have committed treafon 
againft it, the Council of Safety 
committed them to Trenton gaol. 
At die fame time I acquainted Ge- 
neral Waihington, that if he chofe to 
treat the three firft, who were Britifti 
officers, as prisoners of war, I doubt- 
ed not the Council of Safety would 
be fatisfied. General Wafhington has 
fince informed me, that he intends to 
coniider them as> fuch ; and they are 
therefore at his fervice whenever the 
CommiiTary of prifoners fhall direct 
concerning them. Browne, I am 
told, committed feveral robberies in 
this State before' he took fancluary 
on Staten-Ifland, and I ihould 
icarcely imagine that he has expiated 
theguilt of his former crimes, by com- 
mitting the greater one of joining the 
enemies of his country. However, 
jf General "Waihington choofes to 
coniider him alfo as a prifoner of war, 
lihall not interpofe in the matter. 

Hiff was executed, after a trial by 
a jury, for enliiling our fubjects, 
himfelf being one, as recruits in the 
Britiih army, and he was apprehended 
on his way with them to JJtaten- 
Ifland. Had he never been fubjeft 
tn this State, he would have forfeited 
Ms life as a fpy. Mee was one of his 
company, and had alfo procured our 
fubjeds 19 enliil in the fervice of the 
enemy. 

It" thefe tranfa&ions, Sir, ihould 
induce .you to countenance greater 
Severities towards our people, whom 
.the fortune of war has thrown into, 
your power, than they have already 
fuffered, you will pardon me £pr 
thiiijcing that you go farther out of 
your way to find palliatives for inhu* 

Vol. VL 



manity than neceffity feems to re* 
quire ; and if this be the cry of mur- 
der, to which. you allude, as having 
reached your ears, I fincerely pity 
your ears for being fo frequently aw 
faulted with cries of murder much 
more audible, becaufe much lefs dis- 
tant ; I mean the- cries of your pri- 
foners, who are conftantly perifliing 
in the gaols of New- York (the 
cooieft and mod deliberate kind of 
murder) from the rigorous manner of 
their treatment. 

I am, with due refpecl, 
Your mod humble fervant, 
William Livingston* 
James Robert/an, Efq. &c. &c. 

P. S. You have diftinguifhed me 
by a title which I have neither au- 
thority nor ambition to aiTume; I 
know of no man, Sir, who bears 
fway in this State. It is our peculiar 
felicity, and our fuperiority over the 
tyrannical fyflem we have difcarded, 
that we are not fwayed by men*— In 
New-Jerfey, Sir, the laws alone bear 
fway. 

The following inflruftions were found 
on board the floop Molly, (belong- 
ing to Virginia) brought into 
New- York by his Majefty's ihip 
Levant ; 
Directions for Captain Thomas 
Chamberlayn, of the Jlo&p Molly, 
May 24, 1777. 
You are, after you have cleared 
out your veflel, to watch for an op- 
portunity of getting out of the Bay 
and Cape, and having done that* 
fteer directly eaft, till you have got fo 
far out of the r.each of the men of 
war upon our Cape; then alter your 
courfe and go to Curacoa, where you 
will enquire for Mr. Gouvemeur, %o 
whom you will give the letter, and 
deliver the tobacco, agreeable to bills 
of lading with the ftaves, &c. taking 
his receipt for the tobacco and other 
things. You are then to load with 
fait, rum, fugar, molaiTes, and cof- 
fee, and with all difpatcfr return here, 
N * or 
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or to North-Carolina, taking all the to either of .the pom hereafter enn 



advice you can bf the fituatton of the 
enemy, and by every means avoiding 
them ; advift me by every opportu- 
nity of your welfare ; ihould you'be 
taken, you are to throw your letters 
overboard, but not unlefs you- are 
fure of being madeprifoners. In your 
return from Curdcoa, take a clearance 
for Newfoundland, and- a ' Dutch 
bottom, and if you are taken by the 
enemy, ihew them that, and it wift 
clear you ; you may alfo bring one 
for thisr State, a* perhaps fome pri- 
vateers may take you, and yen may 
then ufe that ; m order to colour the 
defign, you' may bring five or ' fix 
Dutch failors, who may be told yon 
are' going to Newfoundland, and 
that will deceive thfc enemy, unlefs 
they are uncommonly feVere. Do 
not let thefe orders - fall into their 
hands by any means. When you 
come near to Porto Rico, attend to 
the following 'advice* of Mr/ Gou- 
verneur's; which -is, " Let him come 
through the Porto Rico *nd Monah 
paflage, and- then ftretch over clofe 
by the wind, artd mould he fall in to 
windward; as high as the Iflands of 
Avis Or 4 the Rocoafis, let him ftretch 
to the fouthward; and. make the main, 
tlien fhapehiscourfedire&iy for this 
ifland, avoi4 making Bonairy, where^ 
if any cruizers this way, generally 
are,* the Portland and her tenders are 
there at.prefent; and am fure that 
within this fortnight- or three weeks> 
we have had at leaft i o or 1 2 fail ar- 
rived from America ; but fhould he 
make the north fide of Bonairy, let 
him run down the north fide of this- 
ifland, and come under the weft end, 
where there is a fine bay and fort to 
proteel him all the way up ;. this is 
the' rout Captain Harley took, and 
caff give particular directions to anV 
one coming this way*" • , So far goes 
the* advice which ypa will attend to; 
Should you by any accident in- your 
pafTage to, or from Curacoa, not 
reach the port of deflination, but go 



meratedj r you will apply ib v tike gen- 1 
tleineh at each t>f the places j to aflrft 
you, and 'difppfe of your' cargo; trf 
leave it as I malt now. direct, ■ :} 

If you go to Guadakrupe Qr Mar- 
tinico, apply to Mr. Bift^hato, agent 
forCongreft, anddirect hinj, to retain 
all the tobacco, except what wiH load 
you ; the reft fend tb Amftcrdam, as 
below. "' - : ' : -' - Vi **"■'* ' 
J If toEuftatia, to 

If to 'Cape Francois, to Meflrs. 
Lorg, Plombard 'atad v Co. all of 
whom will •receive the tobacco, and 
you may defire therm after loading the 
veflel with fait, ruin, fngar and- mo- 
lafies, to fjiip the balance to Amfter- 
dam » to ^lefirs- George Clifford and 
Teyfet, or to France, to- Nantz, tb 
Mean, Pliarnc f and Coi taking theif 
receipts for the tobacco— their oblU 
gation to jio fo for Meftrs. Willing; 
jvforris,* ; and Braxton,* there, to bfe 
difpofed of by the houfe to whom con- 
figned; : ahd ■ the money to ky^ unti| 
called for by us; -* -- ' 

If you come to South-Carolina, 
apply to Mr. John Dorfius, merchant, 
in Charles-town. , ■ ^-- 

If to 'North-Carolina, to Mr. 
Hewes and Smith,* merchants at 
Eden-town ; but in either of thefe 
latter cafes you wflhfend me expreflesi 
as you are infured' you will fend me 
proof* of your being taken, if it 
mould be the cafe. : 
t ^ • 1 Carter Braxton, 



C E r B a R ue. — Copy of a letter /ent to 

v Jfoir ^wW$I>PbTBrPaRKERj 

Auguft ic, %pj. life.'. 

Wednefday night being at anchor 
to the weftward of New^Londen in 
Black Point Bay, the Tchooner I had 
taken, at anchor clofe by me a-ftern, 
about eleven o'clock ' at tiight we dis- 
covered a lme towing a*ftcrn that came 
from thebowa ; we immediately .cbn-i 
jeclured that h was fomebody that 
had veered himfelf away by it, and 
began to haul in ; we then foundthe 
r- '•;."■-';•.: ..•.,-'■ fchooner 
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Tchoot*er had got hold of it, (who had 
taken it for a fuming line) gathered 
in near £fteen fathom, which was 
buoyed tip by little bits of -flicks at 
jtated didaacei until he came to the 
end, at which was fattened a machine,, 
which was too heavy for one man to 
haul up j being Upwards of i oo weight ; 

• the other people of the boat ton* ing 
out; afiiited him, got it in Upon deck, 
and were unfortunately examining it 
too curioufly, when it went off like 
the found of a guri, blew the boat 
into piece*; and fet her in a flame, 
killed the three men that were in the 
Jtera ; the fourth; who was Handing 
forward; was blown into the water ; 
J. hoiked out the boat, and picked 
him up much httrti as foori as he 
fcould. recolleft himfclf, he gsve me 
the following defcription, as- near as 
he could remember ; — ^It was two 
veflels, ihaped like a boat, about 
twenty inches long, and a foot broad, - 
iecared to each outer, at the diftance 
of four feet, by two iron bars* one at - 
each- *nd K and an iron tube or gun 
barrel in the centre; which was loofe; * 
(as he had himfelf turned it round 

. with his hand) ; they fwam one over 
die other, the upper one keel up- 
wards/ the- lower iwam properly* but 
was fo under water as juft to keep the 
tipper one a few inches above the fur- * 
. face : to the after iron bar hung a flat 
. ooard, to which Was fixed a wheel 
- about Ax. iriches diameter, and com- 

• tnuaicated itfelf to one on the upper 
fide of the boat, of a letter diameter ; 
oppofite to theft was another wheel, 
oft the flat of the under one or loaded 
veflel* which had lifcewife c6mmuni- 
cation with the wheels of the upper 
boat j it was covered with lead, and 
the Jceel aeavy loaded* in order to 
keep it down in the water. 

The fatal curiofity of the feamen 
(who unfortunately had been* bred in 
working in iron) fet this wheel a- 
going, which it did with great eafe 
backwards and-forwards, and during 
their looking at it, which was about 



), • . 

five minutes from the time of its berng 
iirft put in motion, it buriK Upon 
examining round the fhip after this 
accident, we fonrioV the other part of 
the line oa the larboard fide buoyed 
up in the fame mariner, which I or- 
dered to be cut away immediately, for 
fear of hauling op another machine, 
which I concluded was fail at the 
end, and might burft when near the 
(hip, - 

The mode thefe villains muft have 
taken to have fwifted the fhip, muft 
have been to have rowed off in the 
ftream a considerable diftance a-head 
of the (hip, leaving one of their in- 
fernals in more, and floating the other 
at the diftance of the line, which, 
from the quantity that we have got 
on board (near 70 fathom) and what 
the man tells me they faved in die 
(choorier, which was upwards of 150 
fathom more, mud have been near 
300 fathom; they at the length of 
this line put the other in the water, 
and left it for the tide to float down, 
which in this place runs very ftrong. 
As the ingenuity of thefe people is 
Angular in their fecret modes of mif- 
chief, and as I prefume this is* t^ieir 
firfi effay, I have thought it indifpen- 
fibly my duty to return and give you 
the earlieft information of the cir- 

■ cumftances, to Prevent the like fatal 
accident happening to any of the ad- 
vanced mips that jnay poffibly be 
fwifted irt the fame manner : and to 
forbid all feamen from- attempting 

- hauling, the line, or bringing the 
veffel near the (hip, as h is filled with 
that kind of combuftible that burns 
though in the water. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

J. Svmons. 

To Rear AJmiralSir Pete r Pa r ice r. 

P. S. Having made a model as 

near as I could, from the defcription 

• of the man who was faved, and fend- 

• ing for him to enquire if the model 
reprefented the machine he faw, he 
informed me the large wheel on the 
flat of the upper board was made of 
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wood, with iron fpokes, (harp at the 
end, and proje&ed about an inch 
without the gunwale of the boat, in 
order to ftrike into the fide in hauling 
up, and by that means fet the wheels 
in motion, which in five minutes, after 
it had been moved .by the people, 
burfl ; it is therefore very fortunate 
I ordered the other to be cut away ; 
for had it touched under the hollow 
of the counter, in hauling up, fo as 
to fet the wheels in motion, there is 
no knowing what damage it might 
have done, either to the fhip or 
people. 

The following is the examination 
of John Brown, taken from the£enn- 
fylvania Packet of November 29th, 
viz. he fays, 

That he left the ci'y on the 4th 
Nov. inft. in confequence of the ap- 
plication of Mr. Thomas Willing, 
who fhewed this examinant a note 
from General Howe, requeuing to 
fee him (Mr. Willing) ; that Mr. 
Willing told this examinant, that 
General Howe defired to accommo- 
date the difference, and prevent the 
effufion of human blood : that he and 
his brpther had full power to treat 
with Congrefs, as Congrefs, or any 
men they fhould appoint, provided 
they would refcind Independency : 
that he (General Howe) defired this 
to be made known to fome member 
of Congrefs, and Mr. Willing de- 
fired this examinant to be the meflen- 
ger : that he (General Howe) would 
put them in the fame flate they were 
in in 1763, and give them more pri- 
vileges than they had ever afked: 
that he did not defire us to lay down 
our arms, or ceafe from our prepara- 
tions till matters were accommodated : 
that upon fuch accommodation he 
would withdraw his fleet and. army, 
and no Handing army fhould be kept 
up in this country ; and that the pa* 
per currency fhould be eflablifhed : 
that fome of thefe articles, of which 
the laft was one, were added upon 
Mr, Willing^ returning to General 



Howe, in confequence of this exa- 
minant's hefitating to come out whh 
them ; upon which this examinant 
undertook the bufinefs, and engaged 
not to communicate his bufinefs to 
any perfon, until he fhould have rlrit 
communicated it to fome member of 
Congrefs ; that this examinant paffed 
the Schuylkill in confequence of a 
pa Up or t from, an Aid-de-Camp of 
General Howe ; that he patted Ge- 
neral Potter in the evening without 
communicating his bufinefs to him, 
or obtaining a pafs from him, and 
travelled up to the houfe of Mr. Ro- 
bert Morris, atManheim, and there 
waited from Thurfday evening to Sa- 
■ turday evening following for the ar- 
rival of Mr. Morris ; and when he 
?rrured, communicated the matter 
. Bmvf all to him ; that Mr. Morris 
. then called in Mr. Duar, another 
member of Congrefs, and thefe were 
the firffc perfons to whom he revealed 
the bufinefs ; and frdm Manheim he 
returned to Lancailer, when he was 
nrit called before this Council, and 
bailed by Mr. Morris an4 Mr. Duar 
to go to York, and that he has hi- 
therto communicated his bufinefs 
only to Mr..Morris> Mr. Duar, and 
. now to the members of this Council ; 
but that he underftood the. matter 
had been mentioned by Mr. Morris 
and Mr. Duar, or one of them,* to 
other members of Congrefs* at York, 
and was there freely fpoken of; but 
this examinant was not called before 
/the Congrefs; and that this exami- 
: nant had no writing, flag, or public 
, teflimonial, relative to this bufinefs 
from General Howe, or others in 
Philadelphia, except what pafled by 
word of mouth between him and Mr* 
Willing, as herein before is men- 
tipned and fet forth. And this ex- 
aminant further adds, that he recoj- 
leOs Mr. Willing told him, that. Ge- 
neral Howe aflured him, (Mr. Wil- 
ling) that Great-Britain would never 
give way to the Independence of 
North-America ; that more men 

would 
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would be Tent out in the Spring ; and 
that they would harrafs. our trade To 
that we could not go on. 

John Brown. 
Vaktn before nu y 
Thomas YfHAKTOvt f jHn,Pre/tdent. 
(Copy.) 

The bafe artifice of tyrants are not 
left dangerous than their arms. Of 
this truth, the prefent .conteft is orie 
among a thouiand examples. The 
Britiih leaders have proved themfelves 
alike bloody and deceitful, 

The fa|th of public Proclamations, 
tfnd even the words 6f facred honour 
of their chiefs, in perfon, moft fo- 
lemnly plighted to individuals for the 
protection of their property, have 
been violated : the miierable wretches 
ftarving in the gaols of New- York 
and Philadelphia, were tempted to 
enliil with the enemy, by affurances 
that General Waihington had refufed 
to exchange them, when in truth 
General Howe had broke the cartel 
he had fettled, and had eluded every 
©fier he had afterwards made, as fail 
as they were complied with on our 
part. 

But above all, the repeated at- 
tempts of our enemies to feduce the 
people of this country from their vir- 
tuous efforts, by the falfe ideas of 
peace ami reconciliation, which they 
sever meant, are highly iniidious and 
delu/ive. 

The laft year, General Sullivan, 
then a captive, was fent by Lord and 
General Howe from Long-Ifland to 
Philadelphia, with very plaufible 
terms ; but when a Committee of 
Congrefs waited on the Britiih Com- 
miffioners, they receded from every 
thing they had told him ; the oppor- 
tunity, however, was very diligently 
improved for the double purpofe of 
blafting our negociations in Europe, 
by affurances to foreign Courts that 
the quarrel was fettled, and of fhiving 
to debauch the minds of the Ameri- 
cans, with the pretence that Congrefs 



was averfe to peace. Thus at the? 
very inftant that their emiflaries were 
buzzing about in this country, thac 
Congrefs refufed to Men to the moft 
reafonable terms of accommodation, 
Lord Stormont was very induftrioufly 
pledging his honour to the Court of 
France that the treaty was far ad- 
vanced, if not finally ratified. 

No foonerwas the world undeceiv- 
ed on this head, than the attempt 
was renewed through the means of 
the unfortunate General Lee; but 
ftill the Commiffioners declined to 
pledge themfelves for any things 
nothing appears from them ; nothing 
in writing is fent forward ; but the 
Commiffioners were left at liberty to 
retract and deny every thing, as iboa 
as they had anfwered the end of mis- 
leading the people here, and amuiins; 
foreign nations. 

And now, Io! Mr. John Brown is 
employed to tell a ridiculous tale of 
peace; and at the fame time a large 
number of emiflaries are let Iocfe to 
propagate the flory throughout the 
State ; ftill nothing appears in writ- 

A mere verbal talk of Mr. Willing, 
that he (Mr. Willing) had ztalA with 
General Howe. Were we a tibe of 
favages, this talk would at leaft be 
accompanied with a belt of wampum, 
but to us not even the flighteft token 
'was vouchfafed. The fole word of 
John Brown is again to gull us into a 
iham treaty, which' is again to be 
fpread throughout Europe, to defeat 
our moft promifing hopes from that 
quarter, and again to deceive and 
miflead our own people, while his 
Excellency is again ready to unfty aH 
that he is pretended to have told Mr. 
Willing to tell John Brown, and to 
laugh at the mifchief he has made. 

Friends and countrymen, be not 
deceived ; if General Howe has any 
thing to propofe to Congrefs, the way 
is open to him through the ufual 
channels. He can fend a flag of 
truce; he is under no necefllty of 
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fending out an obfciire perfon, like a . unanimoufly endeavoured to deferve* 



thief or a fpy, to ileal through our 
camp, without paflports, without li- 
cence. 

Does the fettling a treaty of peace 
• require lefs ceremony ? no ; but a 
mefTage in writing, by a flag of truefc, 
is not fo eafdy evaded. General 
Howe might be loth to deny his 
hand- writing, though it ieems he has 
not hefitated to deny his words, 

France and Spain are likely now 
to take a decifive part in our quarrel; 
.a few months perfcverarice will eftab- 
lifh our liberty and independence for 
*ver. 

If we are not falfe to ourfelves j if 
we are not driven to artd fro* arid 
deceived by every idle artifice of our 
.perfidious enemies j trolling in Pro-* 
Vidence, we ihay look forward with 
confidence,* to the hope of being fpe$* 
dily and for ever delivered from the 
perfidy and tyranny of Britain : from 
the bloody and vindictive malice of 
our cruel enemies. 

Publifhed by order of Council, 
Jacob Howell, Sec. pre temp. 



The Charge delivered hy the Hon. 
John Jay, Efq. Chief J ufi ice of 
theftate ofNetv-fori, to. the Grand 
Jury, at the Supreme Court, held in 
Kingfion, in Vlfier county, Sept. 9, 

>777- 
Gentlemen, 

It affords me very fenfible pleafufe 
to congratulate you on the. dawn of 
that free, mild, and equal government, 
which now begins to rife and break 
from amidft thofe clouds of anarchy, 
jconfufion, and Iicentioufnefs* which 
the arbitrary and violent domination 
of Great-Britain had fpread, in greater 
or lefler degrees, throughout this and 
the other American ftates* And it 
gives me particular fatisfaftion to 
remark, that the firft fruits of our 
excellent- constitution appear in a part 
of this ftate, whofe inhabitants have 
diftinguiihed themfelves, by having 



them. 

ThU is one ofthofe figrial inftances, 
iri which Divine Providence, has made 
tjie xytwxf. of princes' jnTlrjjmental'in 
breaking the chains of their fubjecls, 
and rtnderirig the mo'ft inhuman de- 
figns productive of the beft corifequen- 
ces to thole agairift whom they were 
intended, . 5 , 

The irifattiattid . "'"TV- of ' "' "/ ■; 
fbfgettirig that "" : " were the fervants,* 
not the proprietors, and ought to J)* 
the fathers, riot die iriceritfiariea of the 
people; havej by deffroying onr foimer 
confutations, enabled Us to ere& more 
eligible fyftems of government on their 
ruins;, and, by nnwarrahtaWe attempts; 
to hihti us in all cafes whatever i haVe 
reduced us to the happy neeeifity of 
being free from confront in -dyL 

Whoever compares our prderit with 
our former coriftitution* ~ will find 
abundant.. reajbn to rejoice in the ex- 
change, and readily admit, that all the 
calamities inpicjent to this war. will be 
amply compenfatea 1 by the rnariy hlef- 
fings flowing, from this glorious rivoln- 
tion; A revolution which^ ia the 
whole courfe of its rjfo arid proftrels; 
is diftingaifbed by fo many marKB of 
the Divine favour and intetpontiop, 
that .no dou]?t can remain of its being 
finally accomplished. -* . t 

It was be^an^.and has been fup- 
ported in a manner fo angular, and 
I may ftyj miraculous,; that when 
future ages {hall read its hiflory,.th«y 
will be tempted 'to coriiider great part 
of it as fabulous. What*, among 
other things, can appear more, unwor- 
thy of credit, than that in. an enlight- 
ened age, in a civilised and chrilian 
country* in a nation fo celebrated for 
humanity, as well as love of liberty 
and jultice, as the Englifh once juftly 
were, a * mould arife v who by 
the influence of corruption . alone, 
fhould be able to fed ace them into a 
-combination* to. reduce three millions 
of loyal and.affecTtionate fubjeQs»..to 
abfolute flLavery, under pretence of a 

right, 



Digitized by 



Google 



(95 

rigjif, appertaining to God alone, of 
binding * them' * in all cafes whatever, 
noteven excepting cafes of confidence 
and religion b What' T can appear more 
improbable, although true, thin that 
this' 1 and the 'people mould 

'iobAihately'ftrel their hearts and fhut 
their ears agaihft the moft humble 
petitions and aifecYionate remoriftran- 
ccs ; and unjuftly determine by vio- 
lence* and* force, to execute de/ijjn's 
which were reprobated By every prin- 
ciple of humanity, equity, gratitude^ 
and' policy— designs 'which would 
have been execrable,if intended agaJnfl 
favages and enemies, and yet formed 
agaihft men defcerided from' the fame 
cbamoft'ahceflors with* themfelves ; 
men: Who had liberally contributed to 
their >( fappbrt, '-'and' chearfully fbught 
their -battles; in remote and baleful 
climates ? Will it! not appear extra- 
wdinaryi & at thirteen colonies, the 
objedof their wicke<l defigns, divid- 
ed by variety* of governments and 
manners, mould immediately become 
one' people, and though without funds, 
without magazines, without difciplin- 
ed troops, in the face of their Enemies, 
onanimoufly determine to be free; 
and, undaunted by the power of Bri- 
tain, -refer this - caufe to thejuftice of 
the Almighty,* and refolve tp repel 
force by force? thereby preferiting to* 
the 'world an illuftrious. ; example of 
Jnagnariimity and virtue fcarccly to 
fee Jjaralieled. * Will it not be matter 
of doubt and wonder^ that notwith- 
flartfling thefe difficulties, they mould 
nife armies, eftabljlm funds, carry on 
commerce,^ grow rich by theTpoils of 
their enemies, and bid^efiance to the 
armies of Britain, the mercenaries of 
Germany* and the lavages of the 
wildernefs ? But,' however incredible 
thefe things may in future appear, we 
knowthem'to be true, and we mould 
always remember, that the ,many re- 
markable and unexpected means arid 
events by which our wants have been 
fnpplied, and our enemies repelled 
Pr ttftrained, are fuch ftrong* and 



) 

ftriking proofs M the interpofitlon of 
Heaven, that our having been deliver- : 
ed hitherto from the threatened bond- 
age of Britain, ought, like the eman- 
cipation of the Jews from Egyptian 
fervitude, to be for ever afcribed to 
its true eaufe, and inftead of fwelling 
our breafts with arrogant ideas of our, 
prowefs* and importance, kindle in 
jhem a flame of gratitude and piety, 
which may coniume all remains of 
vice and irreligion. 

Blefled be God ! the time will now 
never arrive, when the ■ of a 

country, in another quarter of the 
globe, will command your obedience* ' 
and hold you in vaflalage. — Con- 
fen t has ceafed to be neceiiary to en- 
able you to enact laws eflential to your 5 
Welfare; norwill you, in future, be 
fubjeft to the imperious fway of rulers, 
infbucled to facrifice your happinefs, 
whenever it might be confident witk 
the ambitious views of their 

The Americans are the firft peo- 
ple whom heaven has favoured with 
an opportunity of deliberating upon, 
and choo/ing the forms of government 
under which ' they mould live ; all 
Other conftitutions have derived their 
exigence from violence or accidental 
circumftances,* and are therefore pro- 
bably more diftant from their per- 
fection, which, though beyond our 
reach, may neverthelefs be approach- 
ed, under the guidance of reaibn and 
experience. 

1 How far the people of this ilate have 
improved this opportunity, we are at , 
no Iofs to determine.— Their conftitu- . 
tion has given general fatisfaftion at 
home, and been not only approved, but 
applauded abroad. It would be a 
pleafingtaflt to take a minute view of r 
it, to mveftigate its principles, and . 
remark the connexion and ufe of its 
feveral parts, but that would be a work 
bf too great length to be proper on this 
occafion. i mutt therefore confine my- 
felf to general obfervations: and among , 
thofe which naturally arife from a , 
coniideration of this fubjeel, none are ."' 
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tnore obvious than that" the higheft 
refpe'ct has been paid to thofe great and 
jecjual rights of human nature, which 
/houldforever remain inviolate in every 
fociety— and that fuch care has been 
taken in the difpofition of the legifla- 
tive, executive, and judicial powers of 
government, as to promife perma- 
nence to the conftitution, and give 
energy arid impartiality to the diftri- 
bution of juftice. So that while you 
pofTefs wifdom to difcern, and virtue 
10 appoint, men cf worth and abilities 
to nil the offices of the Hate, you will 
be happy at home, and resectable 
abroad. Your lives, your liberties, 
your property, will be at the difpofal 
<mly of our Creator and yourfelves. 
You win know no power but fuch 
as you will create ; no laws, but fuch 
as acquire "all their obligation from 
yotir confent. 

Adequate fecurity is alf> given to 
the rights of confeience and private 
judgment. They are, by nature, fub - 
jeet to no controul but that of the 
Deity, and in that free fituation they 
are now left. Every man is permit- 
ted to confider, to adore, and to wor- 
Ihip his Creator in the manner moft 
agreeable to his confeience. No opi- 
nions are dictated ; no rules of faith 
prefcribedj no preference given to 
one feci to the prejudice of others. — 
The conftitution, however, has wifely 
declared, that the *' liberty of con- 
feience, thereby granted, mail not be 
fo conftrued as to excufe acts of licen- 
tioufnefs, or juftify practices incon- 
£ftent with the peace and fafety of this 
fkate." * In a word, the convention, 
by whom that conftitution was formed, 
■were of opinion, that the Gofpel of 
Christ, like the ark of Goo. 
would not fall, though unfupportea 
by the arm of flefh ; and happy would 
it be for all mankind, if that opinion 
prevailed more generally. 

But let it be remembered, that 
whatever marks of wifdom, expe- 
rience, and patriotifm, there may be 
in your conititutkm, like the beauti- 



ful fymmetry, the juft proportions, 
and elegant forms of our iirfl parents, 
before their Maker breathed into them 
the breath of life, it is yet to be ani- 
mated, and until then, may indeed 
excite admiration, but will be of no 
ufe— from the people it muft receive 
its fpirit, and by them be quickened. 
Let virtue, honour, the love of liberty, 
and of fcience, be, and remain, the 
foul of this conftitution, and it will 
become the fource of great and ex- 
tenfive happinefs to this and future 
generations. Vice, ignorance, and 
want of vigilance, will be the only 
enemies able to deftroy iL Againft 
■ thefe provide, and of thefe be for 
ever jealous. Every member of the 
ftate oughtdiligently to read and ftudy 
the conftitution of his country, and 
teach the rifing generation to be free. 
By knowing their rights, they will 
fooner perceive when they are violated, 
and be the better prepared to defend 
aiid afTert them. 

This, gentlemen, is the jSrft court 
held under the authority of our con- 
ftitution, and, I hope, its proceed- 
ings will tyt A*ch, as to merit the ap- 
probation of the friends, and avoid 
giving caufe of cenfure to the ene. 
mies of the prefent eftablifhment. 

It is proper to obferve, that no per- 
fon in this ftate, however exalted or 
Jow his rank, however dignified or 
humble his ftarion, but has a right to 
the protection of, and is amenable to, 
the laws of the land ; and that if thofe 
laws be wifely made and duly exe- 
cuted, innocence will be defended, 
oppreflionpunifhed, and vice retrain- 
ed. Hence it becomes the common 
duty, and indeed the common intereft, 
uf every fubjpet of the ftate, and par- 
ticularly of thofe ^ concerned in the 
diftributlon of juftice, to unite in re- 
prefling the licentious, in fupporting 
the laws, and thereby difFuhng'the 
bleflings of peace; fecurity, order, 
and good government, through all 
degrees anU ranks of men among 
us. 

It 
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' I pfefume it will be unneceflary to 
remind you, that neither fear, favour, 
refentment, or other perfonal and par- 
tial confideratioiu, fhould influence 
your conduit* Calm deliberate rea- 
son, candour, moderation, a difpaf- 
fidna'tey and yet a determined resolu- 
tion to do your duty, will, I amper- 
fuaded, be the principles by which 
you will be dire&ed. 

You will be pleafed to obferve, that 
aH offences committed in this coun- 
try, againft the peace of the people 
of this Hate, from treafon to trefpafs, 
ate proper, objects of your attention 
and enquiry. 

Yod will pay' proper attention to 
the practice of counterfeiting the bills 
of cpedit, emitted by the general 
Congrefa, or other of the American 
mites, and of knowingly paffing fuch 
counterfeits. Practices no lefs crimi- 
nal in themielves, than injurious to 
the intereft of that great caufe, on 
the foccefs of which the happinefs of 
America fo effentially depenos. 

Providence, Nov, 10. Thurfday 
night the Syren, Captain Furneaux, 
of 28 guns, a tranfport fhip, and a 
tender,, all bound up the Sound from 
Newport, ran on Point Judith. They 
were difcovered early next morning, 
and all taken. The Syren was bulged, 
but all the arms, &c. &c, were fared. 
<Tke crews were made prifoners, 
amounting to 166. The other two - 
were not damaged. They are valu- 
able prises. 

Bojfon, Nov* 24. Wednesday laft 
arrived here, under an efcort of Ame- 
rican light cjragoons, the Honourable 
John Hancock, Prcfident of Con- 
grefs, and firft Major-general of the 
militia of this State. By coming into 
the town fooner than was expe&ed, 
he avoided fome public marks of rc- 
fpe& which were intended. How* 
ever, his arrival was made known by 
ringing of bells, the difcharge of 
thirteen pieces of cannon on the 
Common, the cannon on the fortrefs 

Vol. VI. 



and Fort-hill, the Shipping in the 
harbour, &c. 

Baltimore , Nov; 1 4. The Quakers 
made friend Howe a free gift of 600I. 
on his entrance into Philadelphia* 
And on the 27th or 28th of October, 
they were, by his pofitive command, 
to pay to,oooh more; His friend* 
will think him tronblefome. 

BoftoHy Nov. 29. Henry Laurens, 
Efq. a member from South-Carolina, 
is appointed President of Congrefs. 

Laft Sunday returned here a flag 
of truce from Halifax* with about 
fixty prifbners, whofe ghaftly counte- 
nances and feeble limbs, prefent a 
ftriking view of the cruelties they have 
endured, and the horrid utuation of 
thofe who are ftill in confinement 
there. 

Hartford, December 9. 
ExtraS of a letter from a gentleman 

in Albany Jo bit friend in this town, 

dated ^December I, 1777* 

" Our tews is not very material ; 
the enemy left Ticonderoga and its 
appendages with great precipitation 
indeed-— burnt all the houfes, bar- 
racksi hofpital, and every thing burn- 
able; left 40 pieces of iron ordnance 
broke and fpiked. A party of ours 
followed their bodts as far as Gille- 
lands, took 49 prifbners, more than 
100 horfes, 1 2 yoke of oxen, 4 cows, 
and 3 boats ; aim wine, rum* brandy, 
&c. Several boats were found near 
Mount Independence funken, in 
which were fome provifton&." 

Fijb-kill, Dec. 4. James DeLwcey* 
kte Sheriff of Wcft-Chcfter, and Co- 
lonel of the enemy's militia, was 
taken laft week by one of our fcouts ; 
the Colonel was found under a bed, 
and for better defence, had himfelf 
furrounded with a bulwark of bafkets. 
He was dragged from his humble re- 
doubt, put under a proper guard, 
and font to a place better feeured. 

Laft week a fmall party of men, 
made an excurfion to Greenwich, 
about three miles from New- York ; 
they arrived there in the evening, ad- 
CD vanced 
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Vafcced to OOverl5ckncey*8, acentry 
was at the door, whom they fecured, 
found a few ladies and gentlemen in 
the houfe ; the ladies were fuffered to 
depart in peace, though in fome hafte ; 
we hear five men were made prifoners. 
They fet the houfe on fire, and hear- 
ing, the alarm guns in New- York, 
thought it was time to decamp, croffed 
the river, burnt their, barge, and got 
fafeoff. 

Nrw-London, Dec.t* By the wef- . 
tern poft, wao arrived nere yefterday, 
we learn> that Fort Independence was * 
taken on Monday laft,- by the troops 
under the command of Major-general 
Putnam, together with all the troops 
and ftores therein, with very little 
lofs on our fide ; and that an attack 
was to be made on New- York the - 
next day* 

Port/mouth, Pec. c. Cm the firft 
infant, arrived in this port, (after a 
moll fatiguing pauagebf fixty*fix days 
from MarfeilTes) the Flamand, a 26 
gun fhip, commanded by Monfieur 
dc Landais, laden with 48 brafs 
cannon, 1 9 mortars, 2 500 bomb 
fhells, 5000 muGjiict, 20,090 pounds 
of gunpowder, and other warlike 
ftores. . . 

Providence, De&mler 20. 
$tatt ofRbude-ljland, and PryvM§k&* 

Plantationsl 
In Council of War? Providence, I>i- 

cem&zr 19, *7?J* 
,\A <very great fleet of the enemy V 
mips of war and. transports being now 
in the river, and there being reafcn 
to apprehend that they wiii foon jnake 
an attempt upon this place,- Refolved, 
That theinhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing country be earneitiy requeued to 
hold themfelves in readinefr to march; 
immediately upon' the firing of the 
Beacon, with the beit accoutrements, 
warlike uanrurnerits, and ftores to this 
tQwtt^ to attack ami repulfe the com* 
moo enemy ; they ace defeed/to take 
notice, that in cafe of aitalanft, when 
the tfeacon is. fired, we hatti given 
orders for the difcharging of cannon, 
that ihev inav be notified to look out 
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for the Beacon ; that a difcharge of 
cannon alone is not to be deemed an 
alarm ; but that the firing of the 
Beacon itfelf, even without the dis- 
charge of cannon, is to be confidered 
as an alarm n 

The owners of the privateer Civil 
Ufage, . of Newbury port, have made 
a present to. the Honourable John 
Hancock, Efq. of an elegant coach, 
which was lately taken in one of their 
prizes, as a token of their refpect for 
that gentleman, who had fo nobry di- . 
ftinguifhed himfelf in the prefeht con- 
teft with Great-Britain, as the friend 
of his country, 

FiJblkHl, Jan. 1. The Britofltfri- 
gate, the Mercury, of 28 guns, a few 
days ago run upon the chevaux-de~ 
facte, m the North River,- and funk 
i» a few minutes after. Many of the 
crew were drowned. 

< Bojfon, Jan. re. Tuefday laft 
about 130 fail of traufportff, and 
three- frigates, arrived at Rhode- 
Ifland ;. on board one of the.:tetter, 
it is faid, came Admiral Howe. 

A perfdh is arrived at Liverpool, 
ftam Bofton, which he left cm the 
iftth of January laft. He fays; that 
the Americans had prepared a nwft 
fhxpendous chevaux-de-fme, whkfa 
was to be funk in the harbour, as foon 
as the ice broke ; and which would 
effectually prevent any fhipsfrom en- 
tering the harbour; Thar they ex- 
pected Lord Howe woukl make an 
attack upon the toWri with his mips, 
but they were preparing for him ; 
and could aftemblem eight and forty 
hours, at lead eighty thoaferid men 
in arms. Proviuons were in great 
plenty ; alfo money, particularly gold. 
General Burgoyne's army were creat- 
ed with great civility, there were fre- 
quent balls, Sec. 

When the Germans, made pri- 
fbners at Bennington, arrived at Bof- 
ton , the Legiflative authority of that 
town deliberated Upon tHe affair, and 
dedafed, that as the United States 
were not at war with the Prince of 
Brunfwick, they ought not to detain 

his 
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bis fubje&s, and ordered them to be let 
at liberty* , They immediately went 
and Settled in the back country. 
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Admiralty-Office, April 20. 
By a letter from Admiral Young, 
dated the 13 th of March laft, it ap- 
pears that the Hampden rebel priva- 
teer, of 12 guns and 64 men, had 
-been taken by the Seafbrd, and car- 
ried into Dominica : that a fchooner 
privateer, of 8 guns and 30 men, had 
been taken by the Ariadne ; which 
fhip had alfo run on fhore and deftroy- 
ed two others, moftly manned with 
Frenchmen : and that the Nancy, a 
rebel brig, of 12 guns and 40 men, 
had been tak^n by the Antigua armed 
veflel, after a fmart action, in which 
the Nancy had 4 men killed and 5 
' wounded, among whom was the 
Commander, whofe thigh was broken 
by a fwivel ihot from the Antigua. 

He gives an account, inhis afore- 
faid letter, that the following cap- 
tures had been made by the fhips of 
his (quadron, fince thofe mentioned 
in the Gazette of the td of Auguft 
laft. viz. 

The York fnow, Ebenezer Brown, 
matter, from Portfmouth to New- 
Hampftiire, with lumber, ftaves, &c. 
—by the Pelican. 

Beggars Benifcn fchooner, Jof. 
Titcumbe, mafter, from North-Ca- 
rolina, with lumber— by the Graft- 
topper. 

The Adventure floop, William 
Ricker, mafter, from Virginia, wish 
tobacco, &c— by the Gralshopper. 

The Induftry brig, Jof. Kennicut, 

* mafter, with fifh and tobacco-rby the 
Greyhound. 

The Fortune brig, William Frefe- 
them, mafter, from Pifcataqua, with 
lumber, &c.-~by the Yarmouth. 

The Alexander brig, Jof. Lane, 
mafter, from Salem, with fifti and 
pilr— b.y the Yarmouth. 

* The Bctfy fchooner, Thomas Timp- 
fon, mafter, from Alexandria, with to- 
iacco, flour and ftaves— by the Ceres, 



The Sally floop, John Lacere, maf- 
ter, from Egg Harbour, with flour, 
mingles, bread and tobacco— by the 
Ceres. 

The Swallow floop, Jofeph David- 
ion, mafter, from America, with 
hories and luinber— by the Portland. 

The Ply floop, Timothy Toby, 
mafter, from North-Carolina, with 
tobacco, tar and turpentine— by the 
Aurora. 

The Sally floop, Pnrgrefs, 

mafter, from Dartmouth, with fi/h 
and oil — by the Phoenix. 

The Free Briton brig, John Dray- 
ton, mafter, from Newfoundland, 
with fifh, by the Seaford. 

The Anthony brig, Jefle Atwell, 
mafter, from America, with horfes— 
by the Snake. 

The Ranger brig, James TUlefto% 
mafter, from Marunico, with mcJaf- 
fes— by the Favourite. 

The Polly brig, John Saunders, 
mafter, from Newbery, with ballait 
— by the Experiment. [Gazette. 

Admiralty-Office* April 2 ( . 

Vice Admiral Gay ton, who arrived 
yefterday^t Spithead from Jamaica, 
gives an account, thatthe number of 
rebel veflels which had been taken by 
the (hips of his fquairon, at the time 
he left the Ifland, amounted to 235. 
He adds, that in his paJTage to Eng- 
land he fell in with, and took a rebel 
fchooner, from B!H>oa, bound to 
Bofton, having on board 9c bales of 
woollens and 18 tons of iron. [Ibid. 

Extras of a Utter /rem Pio 'N»va 

Bay, St. Mary's, in the Ijland of 

Jamaica* Fib* 2!, 1778. 

** Tuefday the 17th injlant arrived 
from the Jfland of New-Providence 
the fchoOner Recovery, Thomas Cof- 
tart, mafter, with difpatches from the 
Lieutenant-governor of that ifland 
to his Excellency the Governor and 
Admiral ; by her we are informed, 
that in the night of the 27th of laft 
month, the Fort of Providence was 
taken hy the crew of an American 

O a . privateer. 
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privateer* who were joined by a 
number of Americans then in the 
place. That they continued two days 
in poffeffion of the fort, during which 
time they alfo pofleffed themfelves of 
the fhip Mary, Henry Johnfon, maf- 
ter, of 1 6 guns, belonging to Kingr 
flon, bound on a voyage to New- 
York, who had been obliged to put 
in there the 25 th of November, to 
unload, and repair damage fuftained 
by running on a reef of rocks at 
Crooked Ifland ; me was refittetf, 
and the laft of her cargo along-fide 
to be taken in ; her powder was Hill 
in the magazine of the fort, where it 
had been lodged when fhe hove down, 
and the mailer fick on fhore $ of all 
which, it appears, the rebels had re- 
ceived full information, previous to 
their landing. 

" They Ukewife poflefffed them- 
felves of five prizes which had been 
fent in there by the letter of marque 
floop Gayton, Captain Chambers. 
On the 28th, the Gayton came in 
over the bar, in expectation of the 
fhip Mary being ready for fea, and 
to haye proceeded with Jier as far 
to the northward as Cape Hatteras, it 
being fufpetted that privateers would 
be in waiting for her. Captain Cham- 
bers had been only out from proyir 
dence on a ftort cruize of feven days. 
The firfl intimation he received of 
the change which had taken place, 
was by a fhot fired at him from the 
fort, the privateer, and the fhip, 
which had by this time been manned, 
&c. by Americans. With much diffi- 
culty he again got out over the bar, 
with his rigging confiderably damag- 
ed, and an 18 pound fhot from the 
fort through his hull. The following 
day he attempted the eaftern channel, 
and got pofTefTion of a fmall fort there 
of four 9 pounders, where he was 
joined by a very few loyal inhabi- 
tants, who, with a confiderable num- 
ber of Negroes, agreed to attack the 
fort that night, whilft the Gayton 
fhould run down along-fide the pri- 
vateer, and board her. At eleven 



o'clock at night they got under way 
for that purpofe, when, by the dark- 
nefs of the night, and the unfkilful- 
nefs of the pilot, the Hoop was run 
a -ground, which retarded their plan. 
Next morning they got under way, 
and proceeded very near the privateer » 
when fhe cut her cables and got away, 
having about half an hour before fent 
away the fhip Mary with three of * 
the prizes, and fet fire to the other 
two." 

The laft fhip arrived from Phila- 
delphia was only thirty days on her 
paliage, having failed from thence 
the 17th of March. At that time 
every thing was quiet in Philadel- 
phia, and the country people conti- 
nued to fupply the King's troops with 
great plenty of frefh provifions, which 
they were paid for in ready money, 
and feemed to think it a very ad van- 

. tageous branch of commerce. Gene- 
ral Wafhington remained at Valley 
Forge, with about 7000 menhutteef, 
and were faid to be very fickly, hav- 

# ing endured great hardfhips during 
the Winter. Nothing of confequence 
had palled between the two armies 
for near three months ; only a few 

t random fhot exchanged between the 
out-pofts. They further add, that the 
news of a Conciliatory Treaty being 
on the carpet between the Congress 
and General Howe, was totally void 
of foundation ; no overtures, of that 
nature having been made on either 
fide ; nor had they received the news 
of any Conciliatory prtpofttions being 
intended on this fide the Atlantic. 

March 14. There is certain advice, 
that General Wafhington has retaken 
Red-Bank, and fortified it. General 
Howe has demolifhed the works on 
Mud-Ifland, and abandoned it. The 
Americans are mafters of the Dela- 
ware River. The main body of Ge- 
neral Wafhington's army are pofte>d 
in the neighbourhood of (jerman- 
. town ; and he has ftrong ports at Brif- 
tol, Red-Bank, and Wilmington ; by 
which General Howe is furrounded. 
Lancaftcrp 
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lancaftef) Nov. 20. We are afTur- 
ed from York-town, where Congrefs 
now fit, that Indian affairs at no time 
were in a more promifing way. 
Through the interpofition of Con- 
grefi, Rattle Trap and Turkey's 
Tail were fent by numerous tribes of 
fouthern Indians to their northern bre- 
thren. The furrender of General ■ 
- Bnrgoyne and his whole army will 
determine all the Indians, who, un- 
der the Britifh influence, were maf- 
facring the frontier inhabitants, to 
fue for pardon and peace. The tribe 
of St. Francis, on the borders of Ca- 
nada, have already denied protec- 
• tk>n. 

Williamjburg, Nov. 28. The Ge- 
neral Affembly of Maryland have 
voted two thoufand additional troops 
for the Continental fervice, and have 
alfo given leave to bring in a bill for 
a general teft, another for confifcating 
the effects of Britifh merchants, to 
be applied to the indemnification of 
perfons who have fuffered by the 
Britifh fleet and army. 

N#wka<ven, Feb. 6. The gentle- 
men who formed the Convention of 
Committees from feveral States, who 
have been fitting in this place, having 
finifhed the bufinefs retom mended to 
them by Congrefs, J aft Monday 
broke up. 

Hartford 9 March 3 . The General 
Affembly of the State of Virginia 
have, in the fulleft manner, approved 
of the Articles of Confederation, and 
directed their delegates in Congrefs to 
ratify the fame. 

The town of Norwich have in- 
ftrufted the reprefentative to comply 
and ratify the Confedration of the 
United States, and recommend a 
fpeedy confifcation of forfeited eftates 
in that State. 

Trenton, March 4. On Wednef- 
day laft the enemy landed about 
3000 men at Billingsfort, and 
marched down the road towards 
Salem, and on intelligence received 
that -anoher body intended to land at 



CooperVferEVj in^ order to flu-prize 
General ^avnjt^vciCihad lately fcmd- 
ed in New*-jerfey" with" 500"* of the 
ConrinentaL*iroopiO:aW*Cftiol>el EU 
lis, who* commanded a* detachment- 
of the Jerfey militia at Haddonfield, 
our troops not being fuffieient to 
make a (land, it was thought mod 
advifeable to move towards Morris- 
town,' to prevent being furrounded, 
which was accordingly done a few 
hours before the enemy landed about 
1500 men, agreeable to the intelli- 
gence received, and marched to Had- 
donfield early in the morning of the 
26th. Upon this our men marched 
to Mount Holly to wait for reinforce- 
ments. The Governor upon receiv- 
ing the abovevintelligence ordered 
out a proper number of the militia to 
join thofe under Colonel Ellis, who 
are now collecting with great alacrity, 
and unlefs the enemy retire before 
they are attacked by the united vi- 
gour of General Wayne's troops and 
our militia, we doubt not they will 
repent their ■ rarti vifit to this State. 
Laft Friday Brigadier-general Count 
Polafki, of the cavalry, left this place 
with a body of horfe in excellent or- 
der, to join the Continental troops 
under General Wayne, and who froxa 
the former exhibitions of his valour 
and alertnefs, will give a good ac- 
count of 'the enemy's horfe, if thej 
do not deprive him of the pleasure bjr 
a precipitate flight. 

About ten days ago a report wan 
fpread in this town, that a party of 
the enemy had penetrated into Bucks 
county, as far as New-town. The 
intelligence reached this place in the 
afternoon, and in the evening are- 
fpeclable number of militia were af- 
fembled at the different ferries. The 
next morning a party was preparing 
to crofs" the river in queft of the ene- 
my, when intelligence was received 
that they were returned to Philadel- 
phia, having plundered many of the 
inhabitants, and carried off with them 
two coach loads of lumber/ from the 
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Efq. Su- 
Philadel- 



houfe of Jofcph Galloway 

ph»:* - ..-:•:•••' 

* . Wj» bearcat an «xc^arigfe of pri- 
;V{qne/$ #• jogi to tajtc .£hce -'between 
General Wafhington and General 



le&ed in a few weeks ; when the ma- 
nagers thought proper to clofe tie 
fubfeription, to the great difappowt- 
ment of many perfons, in every part 
of the kingdom, who wiftied to fliew 
their humanity by adding to this fub- 



Howe, the latter having contented to fcription, and their difaj*prqbation of 
give up the point fo long m difpute thole meafures which bad made this 



about the pnfoners fent out laft win 
ter on their parole. 
$xttaQ of a Utter from Lancafter t 
dated February 12. 
** Laft week a Court-martial was 
field here, to try a fellow which Ge- 
neral Howe had fent to buy horfes 
from the Teries, and to take fuch as 
belonged to the Whigs. He was 
taken upon his return, near the ene- 
my's lines, with a number of horfes 
procured as afptefaid. Two others 
were alfo made brifoners who accom- 
panied a flag from General Howe, 
but broke off from the fame fome 
miles into the country, and were 
taken, up as fpies, and tried with the 
former. It is faid that they are all 
condemned to be hanged, but the 
judgment is not yet made public," 

In the courfe of the war, feveral 
v Americans had been made pnfoners, 
and brought to England, who were 
chiefly confined in gaols at Ports- 
mouth, Plymouth, &c. Thefe were 
moHly failors. A temporary law had 
been made from year to year Append- 
ing the Habeas Corpus Aft, in their 
- particular cafe. The treatment they 
1 met With was in general harfh, and 
in fome inftances exceedingly cruel. 
Their peculiar fituation, and the mi- 
feries they underwent, excited fome 
humane gentlemen, in the city of 
London, to call a public meeting on 
the 24th of December, 1777, of fuch 
perfons as thought the fufferers ob- 
jects of com paflion. They opened a 
public fubfeription for money, to buy 
blankets, ihoes, linen, coats, &c. &c. 
For the pnfoners ; the number of 
whom was between five and fix hun- 
dred. The fum of £.4657 was coj? 



bounty neceflary. 

The following is a copy of a peti- 
tion, fent to certain noble Lords, 
from fome of the prifoaers at Ports- 
mouth : 

We the fuhferibers, natives $f 
America, being at this time priibners 
of war, and clofely confined in his 
Majefty's prifon at Portfmouth, do 
moft earneftly entreat your LprcUhip, 
in behalf of ourfelves and others, o#r 
companions in gaol, who are not able 
to fign with us, to permit us to fla|e 
to your Lordfhip our prefept moll pi- 
tiable cafe and fituation. We beg 
Sardon of your Lordfhip for the great 
berry we are taking, and for the 
mode we have adopted to make our 
fufferings known ; which, though it 
may not be thought ftri&ly regular or 
according to forms, they humbly 
hope will be excufed, when our very 
diitrefled ftate and condition is con- 
fidered, and when we allure your 
Lordfhip, that petitions preien^ed to 
the Admiralty laftyear y in behalf of 
certain fick prifoners then in fevere 
confinement* were utterly disregarded. 
And after having done this, we will 
entertain a hope, through your Lord- 
fhip's merciful interposition, and the 
influence of other companionate rulers 
of the land, that we -fhall not be fuf- 
fered to perifh in a Qhriftian country 
(for the body of which we fill retain 
an affe8ien) and in the midft of 
plenty. More efpecially do we hope 
for relief, on account of thofe of us 
who have left large families at home, 
which muft fink or fwim with us. 

Jn number we are at Portfmouth 
about on ? hundred and forty; all of 
us in want of warm ctoathing, fo ne 7 
ceffary at this fevere feaiba, as well 

as 
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as. of ahnoft every other cbjhfdrt ; and William tVilliams, Matter of the brig 



many are actually without a jboe or 
flocking to their feet. And to add to 
thefe hardships, we have for an over- 
feer, a man, who feeHwto be totally 
void of humanity. He detains every 
charitable fuppry fent us by humane 
neighbours, or fells it, (as lately in 
the cafe of fome wine fent for our re- 
frefhxnent) and retails the money at 
his pleafure, and in fo parfimonious a 
manner, as to render it of little or 
no ufe. He has denied us the com- 
mon fupplles of milk , by prohibiting 
pcribns ordered to our relief with 
that neceffary refreshment, from en- 
tering the pnfon yard. We are not 
allowed candle or fire in this extreme 
feafon, which muil prove fatal to 
many in a cold and expofed pri&n. 
Our allowance is only eight ounces 
of meat each man per day, including 
the bone, (which is fometimes full one 
half) and beer that is very /mall 
indeed. 

Captains and other officers, who 
have ever been ufed to very different 
treatment, and are blefled with edu- 
cation, who have feelings and fenti- 
jnents* which upon this occa-fion they 
fhall fupprefs, are penned up all to- 
gether like < cattle, with the common* 
failors, and with their ownfervants. 
We are at a lofs to conceive the 
reafon of thefe feverities, when we 
know how very different the treat- 
ment of Englifh prifoners is in every 
part of America. We again beg 
your Lerdftiip's pardon and pray for 
tedrefs. 

. Given under our hands in the pri- 
fbn at Portfmouth, the x ft day of De- 
cember, 1777. 

Harmon Courier, Commander of the 
Oliver Cromwell. 

Byrd Chamherlaynei Firft Lieutenant 

- of the.Mufchetto. 

Robert M' Caver, Pri2e-mafter be- 

* longing to Captain Weekes. 

George Chamherlayne, Second Lieu- 
tenant of the Mufchetto, 



General Montgomery. 

John M'Nikal, Surgeon of the Muf- 
chetto* 

John Cochran, Boatfwain of the Yan- 
kee, in prifbn 18 months* 

J'feph Smith, 

Thomas Clark, 

James Gideon Worth, 

James Motry, 



ithj 
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Sailors. 



A fubferiprion was opened in Brif- 
tol for the purpofe of relieving the 
American prifoners, where nearaooh 
was collected in a fhort time. \ Other 
fubferiptions were begun in different 
parts, as Yorkfhire, Norwich, &c. 
but upon the fubfeription being clofed 
in London, thofe in the country were 
clofed Hkewife. 

A few weeks after this fubfeription 
was begun, the friends of the Mi- 
niilry opened a counter- fubfeription, 
which. they faid was *< to fupportthe 
" authority o£ Great-Britain over her 
" rebellious colonies in America ; - 
" and the money arifing therefrom 
" to be applied, under the direction 
" of a Committee of the fubferibers, 
'? in raifing men for his -Majefly's 
" fervice, in fuch manner as his Ma- 
*< jefty, in his wifdom,iha!l think fit." 

Thefe were the words of the ad- 
veniiement ; words, which, in better 
times, would have met with a proper 
reprehenfion. All thofe perfons who 
had an intereil in carrying on the 
war, fubferibed largely. The Aim 
fubfcribed was not exactly known, 
but it is fuppofed to have been about 
ao,cool. The Committee appointed 
to manage this bujinefs, obferving 
that the words of the advertifement 
g^ve offence to the friends of the 
Confutation, altered them; and, in- 
Head of leaving the application of the 
money to the King, direaed the ap- 
plication themfelves, in the giving 
bounties to feamen for the navy, and 
recruits for the army. The effect of 
this meafure was v^ry inconsiderable, 
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v tier was all the money paid that was 
fubfcribed. 

Ori the 16th of December, 1777* 
the London Gazette gave an account 
of General Burgoyne's furrender; An 
extraordinary kindxof phrenzy, in- 
ftantly feized fome people of a par- 
ticular defcription. Notwithftanding 
the conqueft of America was obvi- 
oufly impracticable, notwithftanding 
all experience and prudence militated 
againft going on with the war, the 
towns of Manchefter and Liverpool 
fent offers to the King to raife a re- 
giment in each place, for quelling the 
•American rebellion. This unexpected 
2eal confounded the Cabinet* The 
offers accepted before the propriety- 
was coniidered. General Harvey, 
Lord B^rrington, and even the King 
himfelf, were not favourably difpofed 
to^this fort of new levies. And in a 
Ihort time aften when the like offers 
were made by fome other places, they 
were declined. The offers of new 
levies from Scotland were accepted. 

The friends of the Miniftry finding 
that offers of new corps in England 
were not agreeable, changed this 
ground* and adopted the idea and 
plan of the fubfeription begun in the 
city of London ; which was originally 
formed as a counter fubfeription to 
that for the relief of the American 
prifoners. Meetings were called in 

, different places, for the. purpofe of 
opening fubferiptions to raiie men, 
Sec, for his Majeily's fervice. 

The Earl of Warwick, by public 
advertiiement, called upon the county 
of Warwick to meet him on the 1 4th 
of January, 1778, at Warwick; and 
ient circular letters to feveral gentle- 
men in the county, inviting their at-, 
tendance. One of the gentlemen to 
whom a letter was fent, publifhed 
the following anfwer : 

" I agree with your Lordfhip, that 
" the fituation of public affairs calls 
for the afliffcance of every friend to his 
country," and that " All fhould be 
zealous to preferve its credit and con- 



fHtutional rights;" Excufe-me' i( t 
am of opinion that your Lordfhip too 
precipitately determined (M without 
confnitiirg," as you are pleafe to fay, 

\ " any individual on the propriety of 
fitch requeft,") to aflc a favour of the 

. High Sheriff, which, however as a 
private man he might with readineis 
have granted, he could not comply 

. with in his public capacity, without 
betraying his trull in a very marked 
manner,— fmce he had called upon 
the county for the indifpenfible duties 
of its civil government, at the jQuar- 
ter SefEpns in Warwick, the 14th - 
inibtnt, to which object his fait atten- 
tion, as well as that of the public, 
ought to be engaged ; and it is im- . 
poffible that a fair conclufion can be 
drawn of the fenfe of the county upon 
any, bufinefs foreign to that for which 
it has been exprefsly fummoaed* 

" The glaring impropriety of the 
Day on which your Lordfhip has par- -. 
ticularly fixed, will, . I dare believe, . 
prefent itfelf to your own judgment 
on maturer reflection. Your Lord- 
Ihip muit certainly difapprOve of po- 
litical intrigues intervening at the. 
Quarter Seffions, to impede a re- 
gular and quiet courfe of juftice, 
and which may tend to create at 
leaft a fufpicion of - undue influence 
among judges, jurymen, and wit- 
nenes. Sure I am that your Lord- 
fhip' s zeal arifes from the moil ho- 
nourable of all influence, that of a 
coftfeientious and honeft conviction. 
Yet my objedtions to the meafnres 
your Lordfhip feems thus forward to. 
adopt, are fo various and weighty, 
tnat.if. the reduction of the revolted 
colonies for the purpofe of a revenue 
were not, in my mind, beyond the 
reach of any military force this coun- 
try can fupply* I am far from fure 
that your Lordfhip *s mode, of accom- 
plishing the end would bfe lefs dero* 
gatory to the honour of Great-Bri- 
tain, or lefs mifchievous in its confer 
quences, than thofe fteps by which 
the Adminiitration have already 

brought 
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trough t oh us fuch a heavy load' of 
lnisfortuhes and indelible difgrace. 
Pecuniary contributions for the King's 
ufe, heretofore called Benevolence, 
ire in' thefe times forbidden by the 
pofitiv& law of the land ; and the only 
way to teftify real affettions to the 
Monarch, is through the medium of 
the ConfHtution, which prefcribes a 
competent fervke On all, in their re- 
fpeclive fpheres; arid for a faftion of 
tvrorig-headed parfizans, to fet them- 
felves up as pre-eminent over their 
fellow-citizens^ by fuch a work of 
fupererogaticm as that your Lordfhip 
how propbfes; I can never approve of. 
V A compact between the Crowii 
and any partial body of the fubjecls 
of Great-Britain, to e'ftabliih and to 
maintain an armed force within this 
ifland, independent of the Legisla- 
ture* efpecially at a time that the 
Great Council of the nation is con- 
vened and fitting for the declared in- 
tent of adVifing the Sovereign on 
weighty affairs of State, is, in my 
appreherifion, ' unconfHtutional ahd 
dangerous; and the evil Minifters 
who have abuftd the King's confi- 
dence, and rafhly perfuaded his Ma- 
jefty to fuch a ftretch of prerogative 
on his part> are higly criminal : that 
ioo at a time when their duty mani- 
feftly poirfts out to them to difcoun- 
tenance rather than foment party dif- 
ferences ' and jealoufy, and to take 
fpecial caution how they imprefs their 
Royal Mafter with a belief, that the 
only good fubjefts and loyal perfons 
in his dominions are the men who 
now defperately fly to arms, and 
whbfe phrenzy can ferve but for a 
further efFufion of the blood of his 
people^-to aggravate and prolong 
this fatal quarrel between the Mother 
Country and her colonies, to the ruin 
Of both. 

' t* I by ho means admit, notwith- 
Itanding the perilous (late of the whole 
empire, that there is at prefent a na- 
tional emergency of fuch nature as to 
dictate and juftify thofe extra-coniti- 
Vox.. VI. 
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tutional powers to which the learned 
Judge Blackrtone in his Commentary 
on the Laws of England refers, 
where he warrants, on the foundefl 
principles of Government, the grand 
Revolution of 1688. At that mo- 
mentous asra, and when a Pretender 
to the Crown, in 1746, was within 
the heart of the realm, at the head 
of a formidable band of rebels, ne- 
ceffity might indeed have fuggefted a 
fudden recourfe to martial law in its 
wideft extent, as the only expedient 
likely to fupport the Proteflant fuc- 
ceftion, and fecure the ineftimable 
bleffings of liberty, delivered down 
to us from our anceftors. 

," Myprefence will not be requi- 
fite at the meeting in Warwick, the 
i4thinftant, though not many miles 
diftant ; as your Lord/hip flatters me 
extremely by exprefling a wifti, in 
yonr letter of Saturday lait, to be per- 
mitted to declare my fenuments oa 
the fubjeft to thofe who mall think 
proper to attend; therefore I here 
candidly fubmit them in writing, 
with the humbleft deference to fnpe- 
riof difcernment ; convinced that no- 
thing can make the ideas of a private 
individual like myfelf, on fo impor- 
tant a mattery carry with them any 
degreee of authority, nor excite at- 
tention, but their being • introduced 
to the public through fo refpectable 
and advantageous a channel." 

Another gentleman publiftied an 
account of the Warwickihire meeting, 
In the following words : 

** I think it may not be improper 
to lay before the public an account of 
the manner in which the fubferiptions 
for railing troops are carried on, as 
they will, by this means, be able to 
judge how far they are agreeable to 
.the fentiments, or likely to be pro- 
moted by the body of the people : I 
(hall confine myfelf at prefent to the 
proceedings in the county of Wax- 
wick, the whole tranfa&ion of which 
will appear perhaps the moft extra- 
ordinary that the annals of any coun- 
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try can produce. The Earl of War- 
wick applied to the High Sheriff to 
call a meeting for the above purpbfe, 
which G. Townfjiend, Efq. the High 
Sheriff, with that independent (pint 
that will ever add luftre and honour to 
his name, abfoluteiy refufed. The 
noble Earl then took the whole upon 
Jiimfelf, and, as he expreffed it, 
*' 'without confulting any individual" 
wrote circular letters to the iudepen- 
. dent, as well as the dependent gentle- 
men ; but, unfortunately for his 
Lordfhip, he found fo great ,a majo- 
rity of the former, that Jiad he not 
prudently fixed the time of meeting 
during the Quarter Seflions, it is pro- 
bable his- Lordfhip, and a Lord of the 
Bed-Chamber, and a Lord of Trade, 
would have formed a trio for raifmg 
men to fubdue the rebellious colonies , 
for except Lord Willoughby de 
Broke, the Hon. Charles Greville, 
and the few Juftices who were at-. 
tending the Quarter SefRons, there 
was not one gentleman of property 
that obeyed his Lordfhip's fummons. 
However, his Lordlhip, fatisfied with 
this ajembly, opened it with a pro- 
' pofal of entering into a fubfcription 
to raife a regiment. He was feconded 
by the Hon. Charles Greville-, though 
he did not altogether agree with his 
brother in that plan. But how great 
muir, his Lordfiup's difappointment 
liave been, when Mr. Gregory, Ma- 
jor of the militia, declared from Lord 
Hertford, Lord Lieutenant of the 
County, his Majesty's disappro- 
bation. Thus ended the meeting, 
called by the noble Lord for the pur T 
pofe of reducing the rebellious colo?Jes, 
for firiking terror into France and 
Spain, and for fupporting his Ma- 
jefy's Crown and dignity. Enraged 
with difappointment that his warm 
steal and patriotic Jpirit were now 
'baffled and overthrown by thejealoufy 
of the Lord Lieutenant, he Rew to 
St. James's, and demanded an au- 
dience with the King. What pa/Ted 
in this clofet conference, his Lordfhip 



and the King will probably carry 
with them to their graves. The men 
they can raife, are to be incorporated 
in jhe fixth regiment, the officers of 
which have fortunately furvived the 
dertruction of all their men. But die 
buiinefs has not ended here. The High 
Sheriff has been again applied to, and 
has again refufed to call a meeting. 
The zeal and Jpirit of the county at 
large, will be beft proved by the fum 
that may be raifed. The fubfcription 
may be great ; but when I give you 
the names of the noble placemen who 
hava property in this county, it will 
not require the ingenuity of a Mans- 
field to guefs from whence the money 
will come. The Earl of Warwick'* 
patriotic Jpirit, and a aiftant projpeti 
of the Bed-chamber, may excite his 
Lordfhip's generofity; the Board of 
Trade, that of his brother; Lord 
Hertford is Chamberlain to the King ; 
Lord Vifcount Weymouth, Secretary 
of State ; Lord Vifcount Townfhend, 
Mailer General of the Ordnance; the 
Earl of Aylesford, a Lord of the 
Bed-chamber, &c. 

[But the independent gentlemen of 
the county not giving their countenance 
and fupport, the meafure dropped.] 
Account of the proceedings at the Nor- 
wich Meeting, for the purpofe 
of raifng a Jubjcription* t 

On the 28th of January there was 
a resectable meeting at the Maid's 
tfead, and another at the Swan, in 
Norwich, but not fo numerous at 
either as was expected : as the latter 
was called with a profeffed intention 
to be directed in its meafures by the 
conduct and refolutions that fhould 
be purfued at the former, the gentle- 
men at the Swan immediately deter- 
mined to go down to the Maid's 
Head, where, after Sir John Wode- 
houfe was requeued to take the chair, 
the bufinefs was opened by Lord 
Townfhend, Matter of the Ord- 
nance, who fet forth, that from the 
indifpofition of the Lord Lieutenant 
of the county, and the abfence ef an- 
other 
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cfher noble Peer, higher in rank than 
himfelf, who now filled the mofl emi- 
nent ftation to another kingdom, it 
became incumbent on him to requeft 
a meeting for the purpofe of confult- 
ihg upon the means of affording fuch 
afliftarice as ihould bed enable Go* 
vernment, at this critical juncture, 
to ^xert itfelf for the fupport of the 
conftitutional authority of the Britifh 
Empire ; that the unhappy war in 
which we were engaged with Ame- 
rica was unavoidably attended with 
large expence, had been followed 
with a deftruction of men and wafte 
Of force, which was much to be la- 
mented ; and that our natural ene- 
mies , ' it was to be apprehended, 
vonld avail themfelves of our fitua- 
tion ; and therefore it was become 
neceflary to be provided with a force 
that would enable us to refill any at- 
tack that might be made upon us at 
home: he then fubmitted to the 
company, whether opening a fub- 
fcription for the purpofe of railing 
levies to fill thofe corps which had 
been confiderablyreduced, and might 
be expected to return from America, 
would not, as it appeared to him, be 
fhe leafl exceptionable and moft be- 
neficial mode. His Lordfhip was fe- 
conded by the Hon. Henry Hobart, 
"brother to the pari of Buckingham- 
shire. Upon which Mr. Windham, 
"of Felbrig, addrefled himfelf to the 
'£hair, promising, that ,from the per- 
gonal affe&ion; and hereditary attach- 
ment which he bore to the rioble 
Lord, it gave him concern to differ 
from him' totally, reflecting .the con- 
duct we mould bbferve op the prefect 
momentous and alarming fit.uation of 
public affairs : he begged ■ leave to 
take a retrofpect of the meafures that 
had led to it ; that he mould nof en- 
xer into the wide and beaten field of 
difputation, concerning the right of 
the Britifh Parliament to tax the'Ame- 
ricans, but confine himfelf princi- 
pally to themeans that had been uftd, 
and the arguments advanced to eftab- 



lifh and enforce it; that at the com- 
mencement of the difpute we were 
told by Administration the refinance • 
to the Act for laying a duty there, 
was only from the licentioufnefs of a 
mob, fuch as we had frequently 
known in this country, and might as 
readily be quelled ; that all perfons 
of property acquiefced in our autho- 
rity, and no fooner a military force 
mould appear, than they would gladly 
embrace our protection from a lawlefs 
and tumultuous rabble; that mould 
the rcfifhnce be general, as was pre- 
tended, ten, or perhaps two, regi- 
ments would bring them to fubjection 
without eirufion or blood ; one gentle- 
man afTerted, that he would under- 
take to march through the country 
with joco men unmolefted ;. another, 
more flrongly to exprefs our own im- 
portance and their infignificance, faid 
that a grenadier's cap would awe them 
into oDedience ; compare thefe wild 
and fallacious declamations with many 
other contemptuous and unmerite4 
reproaches cafl upon this much in- 
jured people ; a people, whofe affec- 
tion from their firfl eilablifliment had 
been uniformity, and with filial 
warmth devoted to your intereft, 
whofe fpirit had been ever afTociated, 
whofe courage had been exerted and 
diilinguifhed, and whofe blood had 
been fhed and mingled with your 
own, in fupport of the common caufe 
of the empire; from a monopoly of 
whofe trade you had derived folid, 
extenfive, increafmg, and but for de- 
fpotic and vindictive meafures which 
have been adopted, as permanent as 
they were bei,eficial ; yet thefe people, 
althoiTgh provoked by reiterated act* 
of oppreffion, petitioned and remon- 
ftrated in the mofl refpectful and du- 
tiful manner, without exciting any 
difpofition here to preferve their free- 
dom and tranquility • on the contrary, 
with inveterate and deliberate malig- 
nity on the part of Adminiflration, 
they were puriued, and that fpirit of 
refiilance to arbitar-y rule was roufed 
? z in 
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in America, which had often been 
exerted in tnis country, and to which 
Great-Britain is indebted for its free- 
dom and its fame. Since they were 
driven to take up arms, let us, I fay, 
compare the promifes, the aflurances 
of Minifters from one year to another 
with events, with the effect of their 
fchemes, when the principal, the 
whole force of this country that could 
poffibly be fpared, had been exerted^ 
50,000 land forces, 20,000 feamen, 
more than 100 veffels of different 
force had been employed in the third 
campaign, and what has been done, 
what have we reaped but difappoint- 
ment, fhame and difhonour, fuch as 
never before ftained the Britifh name 
and the Britifh arms : one army of 
1 0,000 difciplined men, under the 
command of officers of experience, 
with a well ferved force of artillery, 
was in the courfe of a few weeks ab-r 
folutely annihilated, and by whom ? 
fey the peafantry.of the country has- 
tily aflembled, who deftroyed an 
army on which the principal expecta- 
tion and dependence was placed in the 
middle of lie kfl fummer, and which 
we thought had nothing to do but 
to drive the rabble before it; I mean 
not to call reflections on the conduct 
iof our officers or' the bravery of the 
private men ; after enduring unpara- 
Jelled hardfhips and fatigues, they 
have every where effected all that was 
■ in the power of men. Let us next 
examine what has been accomplifhed 
by General Howe ; early, or rather 
late in the feafon, he went out to 
feek, and he found General Wafh- 
ington, but in fuch a fituation, that 
he deemed it not prudent to attack 
him; he returned, and was obliged 
to proceed with his troops upon a te- 
dious and perilous voyage ; he ar- 
rived at the place of deiUnation, and 
landed without refiftance ; he march- 
ed forward, attacked, and was at- 
tacked ; he conquere'd, and after 
much lofs has got poffeffion of an 
jopen town, from whence he made 



another forward movement, with in- 
tention again to bring the enemy to 
action, has again returned 'without 
effecting his purpofe-; and has fmce 
been obliged, : at an enormous* ex- 
pence, to.erect redoubts for the fecu- 
rity of his own troops againfl the at- 
tempts of the enemy.' Such difgrace- 
ful and repeated disappointments will 
convince us of the impracticability of" 
conquering the Americans :. if you. 
could not fubjugate them when in a, 
raw undifciplined ftate, is it not the 
extreme of folly and madnefs to ex-^ 
pe£t it now tney have a regular eftabi 
Jifhed force ? I will not contend wlie* 
ther they are as good foldiers as Eu- 
ropean troops, tney are disciplined; 
they are affiled by foreign officers* 
they have artillery, and are yet fur* 
nifhed with every means of continue 
ing the war. After fuch delufions, 
after a wafle of the moil liberal. and 
unreftrained grants from Parliament^ 
what are we now called together for t 
Why, Miniflry has the effrontry to 
apply for voluntary contribution Si 
unconftitutional benevolence, and 
' urge their requeft with an open avowal , 
that this country is in danger of an 
hoflile . attack from , its natural ene- 
mies, who have hitherto availed 
themfelves of thefe advantages, which 
we have thrown into their hands by 
our own folly, oppreffion and cruelty. 
This indeed was obvious, was pre- 
dicted, was warned againft at the be- 
ginning of the difpute, but was ridi- 
culed as an idea which only the 
gloomy brain of patriotifm could con- 
vince or cherifli: but, Sir, if fuch 
really is our condition, why is out 
* fecurity to be relied upon troops raifed 
in the Highlands of Scotland, who 
are to act \n conjunction with thofe 
of the very loyal towns of Manchefter 
and Liverpool ? For % what purpoftf 
was the militia eftabiiihed, to what 
end was an Act patted,' impowering ' 
his Majefty to call it out on the pre-? 
fent emergency ? Why is the fervice 
of that conftitutional body of forces* 
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jthe natural fecurity of this country, 
jiot called at this time ? As a Briton, 
^as an inhabitant of Norfolk, and as 
bearing commiffion in that corps, I 
"feel the indignity, "every member of 
it in the kingdom muft feel it, and 
ought to refent/ I would wiih to 
'difcountertance this and every like 
^atternpt f of the kind, as having a teh- 
tlency to protract, inftead of bringing 
to a fpeedy ifTue this unnatural, fruit*- 
left, and ruinous wkr,' which is now 
acknowledged by the authors of it to 
'have reduced us to a ftate of infecu- 
rity, to the verge of a precipice. It 
as not, Sir, any fum of money "which 
fhall be raifed here will avail, or even 
be auxiliary to "the purpofe avowedj 
it is not' intended, 'or expected it 
Should by the propofers ; rcfpe&ing 
America it will be innocent, it wijl 
be as the fmall duft of the balance ; 
but the countenance, the weight, the 
authority of the county of Norfolk is 
wanted to give a fan&ion to meafurcs 
which we ought to reprobate, and to 
jupport men in places who have given 
the moft glaring proofs of incapacity 
land temerity, and afforded the 
flrongefl prefumption of being ini- 
mical to the ConlHtution of the king- 
dom, and whofe removal will be a 
confiderable ftep to bring about what 
every one ; feems defirous of, and what 
I 'am fure we are all interefted in; 
peace and reconciliation, with Ame- 
rica, I do therefore give my proteft 
again ft the fcheme that has been pro- 
pofed, as I truft will moft gentlemen 
of property, judgment,' and inde- 
pendency. — Mr. Coke, member for 
the county, declared his concurrence 
in thofefentiments, — Lord Towlhend 
replied,, in vindication of the part he 
kad taken, and with an avowal of 
that fincerity in his conduct which 
we may prefume is univerfally allow- 
ed him, he faid he was no Minifter, 
nor acquainted with thefecrets of the 
Cabinet,- he was only a titular coun- 
fellor; but that could he conceive 
there was a fingle member of it, who 



poftefted the malignity of heart itfiicV 
had been imputed to them, no mai* 
would more readily concur to repro- 
bate and procure his difmiffion ; that 
he had the honour to have taken an 
active part in reviving that refpectable 
and conititutional body the militia, 
and would upon any requifite occa- 
-fion relinquim every other engage- 
ment to act as an officer in that corps ; 
but that the calling the men from 
their families, from their looms, and 
other occupations, might at this time 
be attended with confeqnences inju- 
rious to the manufactures and agri- 
culture of the kingdom. He con- 
cluded with a handfome and liberal 
eulogium on the abilities and com* 
prehenfive knowledge, the elegant 
and nervous elocution which the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman had difplayed 
Upon this Occafion, and candidly af- 
fured him he was convinced that he 
fpoke from principle and convi&ion ; 
his Lordfhip prefaged, that the county 
of Norfolk would derive advantage, 
and himfelf honour, from the matu- 
rity of judgment and integrity of 
heart which the Honourable Gentle- 
man had given this fignal and early 
proof of. — Mr. De Grey, a Groom 
of the Bed-chamber, and fon to the 
Lord Chief Juftice, replied to that 
part of Mr, Windham's fpeech, which, 
aflerted, that any mode of furniftring 
the Crown with money not under the 
controul of Parliament was illegal, 
and contended, that neither the letter 
nor fpirit of the 13th of Charles H- 
. would be violated by the fubferiptiou 
propofed. He was fupported by Mr. 
Charles Townftiend, one of the joint 
Vice-treafurers of Ireland, who ex- 
prefTed a concern that national pre- 
judices mould yet be cherifhed, and 
that whilft it was acknowledged that 
the Highlanders were engaged in re- 
- bellion againft the prefent eftablifh- 
ment, it ought alfoio be remembered 
that they were employed, and diftin- 
guilhed themfelves with honour 
againft the common enemies of this 
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«roMry, in the late war. After thefe 
altercations, the gentlemen who did 
not approve or* a fubfcription with- 
drew, and thofe who remained en- 
tered their names with the feveral 
Aims affixed ; the diflentients returned 
to the Swan, where a proteft was 
agreed to and fubfcribed^ and foxne 
other resolutions formed. 



L»ffdo» 9 ^January 17, 177?. 
Yeiterday there was the fulleft af- 
fembly that can be remembered many 
years. The following Aldermen 
were prefent :' Alfop, Harley, Crofby, 
Bull, Sawbildge, Kennett, Plomer, 
Hart, Pugh, Townfend, Plumbe, 
Oliver, Newnham, Hayfey, Kirk- 
man, Thomas, Wright, and the two 
Sheriffs. After the formalities of 
opening the Court were adjufted, 
Mr. Merry entered upon the popular 
"bufmefs of the day, and having made 
many obfervations upon the ftate of 
the unhappy conteft between this 
country and America, the perilous 
Situation in which we flood with our 
natural enemies,' and the abfolute 
obligation the corporation lay under 
to teftify their duty to the Sovereign, 
by affording every afiiftance* in their 
power, to extirpate the feeds of dif- 
loyalty on the other fide the Atlantic, 
Jie made a motion, " That the Court 
do enter upon a fubfcription to raife 
a body of men for three years, or 
during a continuance of the war, and 
that a Committee be appointed to 
receive all thofe who fhould offer 
themfelves to ferre in his Majefty's 
• land or fea-fervice in America, " 

Mr. Alderman Harley, who was 
the only member of the Bench on the 
mimfterial fide that fpoke in favour 
of the queftion, immediately fucceed- 
* ed Mr. Merry, and concluded with 
feconding the motion. 

The debate then became general, 
and very violent. 

It w;is obien*ed, That the Lord 
Mayor had been cUfsted with the 
Juag, in, orde: to e*ert his private 



influence, and that he was actuated 
rather .by motives of felf-intereft, 
than any confideration of 'the public 
ftace of the kingdom ; and that if the 
queftion was carried, it would enfure 
him a very profitable contract in fur- 
niftiing cartouch-boxes, ,&c. for the 
new raifed troops. 

The gentleman who made thefe 
aiTertions was called to order by Mr, 
Merry. 

Mr. Alderman Townfend, who 
came from Norfolk upon an intima- 
tion that a furprize was intended', 
fpokr firmly againft the queftion, as 
did Mr. Sawbridge and Mr. Oliver, 
who pointed out the ridiculous ab- 
furdity of countenancing and fup- 
porting coercive meafures, after the 
conduct that had been purfued by the 
Corporation, who fome time ago ad- 
drefled the Throne for a reconcilia- 
tion ; that the city of London had 
already fuflfered very materially in 
her commercial concerns, and if the 
broils of civil difcord were not quickly 
fmothered, it was horrid to reflect 
upon the melancholy confequences. 
Upon the whole, they condemned 
the queftion in two points of view'; 
firft, as inflaming the embers of a 
war, unjuft and injurious to this 
country; and fecondly, that it was 
untimely, and abfurd upon the facp 
of their former proceedings. 

The queftion f after being agitated 
for, about three hours, was put up, 
when there appeared fo great a ma- 
jority againft it, that it was matter of 
aftonifhment to hear a divifion called 
for ; however, there was fo far from 
being a hearty divifion, that many 
members who were in favour of the 
motion, feemed rather to feek that 
opportunity of withdrawing to their 
dinners, as they declared the mem- 
bers to be at leaft three to one on the 
other fide ; fo that the queftion was 
carried in the negative. 

Mr. Horton then made the follow- 
ing motion, which was feconded, 
and it was 

<< Refblved, 
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" Refblved, 

*' That ic is the opiaion of this 
Court, that to give any countenance 
to, or to be, in any manner, inftru- 
mental in the further continuance of 
the prefent ruinous and deftructive 
war, while offers of juft and honour- 
able jerms were with-held from Ame- 
rica, will reflect di (honour on their 
humanity, and, in no wife advan- 
tage the commercial intereils of this 
great city." 

The Lord Mayor was now mofl fe- 
verely, but moil juftly cenfured, for 
convening the Court at fo fhort no- 
tice. The Sword-bearer was called 
upon to declare, whether he had re- 
ceived any notice of the meeting pre- 
vious to the fummonfes being iiRied, 
He anfwered that he had not, nor did 
he underhand that it was neceftafy'he 
fhould. 

\ The Court was going into a very fe- 
rious fubject, namely, to demand what 
authority the Lord Mayor was guided 
by, when he called a Court upon fo 
extraordinary an occafion ; it was 
ufual to give much longer notice, 
whenever a matter of the leait im- 
portance was to be agitated, in order 
that the members, being apprized, 
might be prepared to enter upon the 
bufinefs without furprize — it was very 
lately the Lord Mayor refufed to call 
a Court upon an intended meafure, 
which did not fuit his political opi- 
nion, although the requifition was 
figned \>y the four reprefentatives of 
the city in Parliament, with feveral 
other refpe&able members of the 
Court; — it was therefore a partial 
favour to gentlemen of a different po- 
litical complexion, to comply with 
" their wifhes in fo fecret a manner. 
Even the members in his Lordfhip's 
.Ward, except the honeil Deputy, 
joined in the reprehenfion, and the 
Court in general were fo much con- 
cerned and alarmed for their own con- 
sequence, that his Lordfhip's moil 
fanguine friends felt for the glaring 
inconfiftency of his conduct. 



The divifiOn upon Mr. Meriy'j 
motion flood thus: 

ALDERMEN, 
For the queftion* Ag&inft it* . 

Lord Mayor, Crofby, 

Alfop, Bull, 

Harley, Sawbridge, 

Kennett, Plomer, 

Hart, Townfend, 

Pugh, Oliver, 

Plurabe, Newnham, 

Thomas, Hayley, 

Wright, Kirkman. 

Peckham, 
Clark. 

The fuppofed number of Com- 
moners for the queftion, were about 
thirty ; the number preient * were 
about 210— Majority i8o. 

Mr. Saxby gave notice; that at the 
Court of jCommon Council to be held 
on Friday next, (by his Lordfhip'a 
promife) he ihould move, " That 
an Addrefc, Petition, and Remqn- 
flrance be prefented by that Court to 
his Majeity, praying that he would 
be pleafed to- offer fuch terms to.ouff 
American brethren, as would put a 
flop to the prefent calamitous war ;" 
and Mr. Saxby defired, that notice 
of this his intention might be inferted 
in the fummons. 

The Court did not break up till 
near four o'clock. 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes, who was at 
Bath, would have attended, purpofely 
to give his vote againft the queftion, 
could there have been timely, notice 
given of the meeting, an exprefs, by 
the Alderman's dire&iqn would have 
been fent to him. 

Mr. Alderman Townfend merits^ 
the warmeft eulogiums for his con- 
duct 

The decifion of yefterday may be 
coniidered to the political overthrow 
of ministerial influence upon the vir- 
tuous minds of independent citizens, 
who prefer the real intereils, of their 
country, to the fawning-, gloffy ar> 
guments raifed to feed the will .of a 
*mif guided Sovereign, and to comply 

with 
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with did intetefted wime^ of a do- 
feted Mayor. 

ESDAILE, MAYOR; 
A Common Council holden in "the 

Chamber of the Guildhall of the city 

tf London; on Friday the 16th day 

cf January', 1778; 

A motion being made,* and quef- 
tion<put,Thata fubfcriptiori be forth- 
with opened under the coriduft of a 
Committee of this Court; for the 
paying bounties to fuch able bodied 
men, who mail pfefent (and enlift) 
themfelves (before the faid Commit- 
tee) to ferve in his Majefty's fea or 
knd fervice for the term of three 
years* or until the end of the prefent 
war ; the fame was refolved in the 
negative. . 

* A motion being made, and quef- 
don pat. That it is the opinion of 
this Court, that to give any counte- 
nance to, or to be in any manner in- 
ftrumental in the farther continuance 
of the prefent ruinous and deftructive 
war, whilft offers of juft and honour- 
able terms are with-held from Ame- 
rica, will refle& difhonour upon their 
humanity, ami in no wife advantage 
the commercial interefts of this great 
city; the fame was refolved in the 
affirmative* 

I Ordered, That the Town-clerk do 
infert the above proceedings in all 
public papers* 

R I X. 



Extraii of a letter from Briftol, dated 

February 5, 1778. 
■ * r I heartily congratulate Admini- 
ftration on the loyalty of the fub* 
feribtrs at this place, though I cannot 
aelp expreffing my aftoniihment that 
thofe who have profefled fuch a warm 
attachment to the meafures of Go- 
vernment, mould, when put to the 
teft, turn out fo cool in their purfes : 
the 20,oool. faid to be actually raifed, 
ftands at prefent at about a fourth 
part of that fum, and no more was 
abfolutely depofited. 
- «* The Collectors are wearied out 
in applications to the underwriters, a 



great part of whohi are po6f bailing 
e&ifemen, and petty alehoufe-keepeVs,' 
who did not uiiderftand (they fayj 
that the< whole was to be advanced,* 
what was fet down by the Clerk at 
the meeting; Some who fubftribeJ 
ten, offered two guineas in hardcafii 
others deny any authority given to" 
the Clerk by them to place fuch _/"«*-' 
mid able figures againft their names j 
and there are others who plead po- 
verty downright, and they cannot 
pay.-" 

'- The 27th of February was, by or- 
der of the King, obferved as a Ge- 
neral Fail, to implore the Divine* 
blciSng upon his arms in America. 



London, March 13, 1 778.' 
. This day the Lord Mayor, attend* 
ed oythe Aldermen' Bull, Wilkes* 
Sawbridge, Oliver; Hayley, and 
Wooldridge, and about o^he hun- 
dred of the Common Council, pre- 
ceded by the two City Marfhals* 
waited upon the King at St. James'* 
with the following Addrefs and Peti-^ 
tion (which had been agreed to at i 
Court of Commoii Council held 4 
few days before) : 

To the King'j Moft Excellent MAi 

JESTY* 

The humble Address and Petition, 
of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen % and 
Commons, of the City of London, in 
Common Council affemblcd. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
We your Majefty's moft dutiful 
and loyal fubje&s, the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commons of the cirV , 
of London, in Common Council af- 
fembled, attached to your Majefty's* 
Royal Houfe by principle, to your 
perfon by the tf ueft affeftion, and to 
the honour and profperity of your 
Government, by every intereft which 
can be dear to the heart of man, in' 
this prefent deplorable ftate of the af- 
fairs of this once great and ftourifh'ing^ 
country, with moft profound humility 
implore leave to lay ourfelves at your 
Majefty's feet, to reprefent to your 

Majefty 
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fefajetty the ftatimtHts and wybes-qf like our£lm) whom we had no fcrr, 

9 faithful and afflicted people. of rea&u to think deficient in the 

When this civil war was fcrft threats iincerity and courage which )uve ever 

«r*£fl, your loyal city ©f London, in diftinguipied that name and race, 

concurrence with the fenfe of many Their inclinations have been mifiret 

9ther refpe&abje public bodies of prefented, their natural faculties der 

your Jci^gdom, and many of the predated, their refources mifcalcu* 



wiieft and beft of your fubje&s, did 
moft humbly deprecate this evil, fore- 
t>odirig buj too truly the charges, ca- 
lajnJties, arid difgrac^s of which it has 
\>cexx hitherto productive, and thf 

f greater to which it is ftill likely to 
ubje& this kingdom. 

Ypujr faithful peopje, on $at pc- 
cation, had the misfortune to receive 
from your Majefty an anfwer more 
fuitabje to the imperfect manner in 
which (they fear) they exprcgod fen* 
tiraents full of duty, than IP you* 
Majefty's own 410ft gracious <fefpo~ 
fition, their inviolable reverence to 
their Sovereign, and their unifcajceft 
zeal for his true glory. They retired 
in a mournful and refpeclful fileuce, 
jwrientfy awaiting the difpofition of 
Providence, and the return of your 
Majefty'i faypur .and countenance, 
whenever experience ftould futfydif- 
clofe, in Ms true light, the w*Jl- 
fpunded nature of their apprehend©**, 
and the fatal tendency ,of tbofe coun- 
sels by which the nation has been 
nuiled. 

For mifled and deceived your Ma* 
jefty* and many of your fubjefts, 
have been, lio pains haye been 
emitted to ljide from both the true 
nature pf the bufinejfc in which we 
we engaged ; no arts have £een left 
untried (o Emulate the paffions of 
your fubje£b in this kingdom; and 
wp ar* confident that infinitely w*t 
ikill and attention haye been pfed to 
engage us in this war,- than t have 
been employed to conduct it to ho- 
nour, or advantage, if honour or ad* 
vantage cftuld be obtained by any 
conduit in fuch a war. We have 
been induftrioufly taught to fufpect 
the profefliQns and to define the re- 
^fiance of our teethren, (&igUJhme« 
Vol. VI. 



Iated, their feelings infulted, unci} 
fury and defpair fuprjjied whatever 
might be deii&ive in force. We, 
have fcen a whole army, the flower 
of the trained military ftrength of 
Great Britain and her allies, famiflw 
W in the wildernels of America, 
laying down their arms, and owing 
their immediate re/cue from death to 
thole very men whom the murders 
and rapines of the lavages (unhappily 
employed) had forced from huQ>ana> 
men info Jbldlen, and who na^ been 
painted in fuch colours 0/ contempt 
as to takp away all confolatiou from, 
our calamity. 

Wehaveieen another army, equally 
brave, and equally well CQininandeOi 
for two years m an almoft continued 
courfe of victory, by which they hkvff 
only waited thcarpwn numbers, with? 
out decreafing the Ibength of the re T 
lifting Jjowxr,, without If ading 19 any 
5»t of Jubmi$on, or bringing to. 
your Majeity^s obedience even th^ 
imallefl a^d weakeft of thh'Jteenjre* 
yolte4 provinces. The union ofthofe 
provinces arnongifc themfelves, and 
their animofity to your Majefty's AdV 
miniAratiqn, have only been incrcafed 
by the iajjjidicfous methods taken to 
^reajc the one/ and to fubdue the 
other. Fleets and armies' are main- 
tained in numbers almoft eqjaal, an£ 
at an >expence comparatively tar fu- 
yerior to whatever has been employe^ 
m the moil glorious and fycceisful 
ftruga;les of this country agalnft a 
combination of tjie.mofi ancient an4 
formidable monarchies of Europe* 
A few inconfide rable detached iflands^ 
and one oeierted town on the conti- 
nent, where your Majefty's combined 
army has a perilous and infecurc 
footing, are the only fruits of an ex- 
Q^ * expeacc 
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expence exceeding twenty millions, 
of ninety-three' mips or war, *artd 
iixty thoufand*' of the beft foldiers 
, which could be 'procured either' at 
home or abroad, and' appointed for 
that fpecial ferVice. Your -Majefty^ 
forces, both by fea and land, 'have 
(we are told) done all 'that could be 
expected from the moft accomplifhed 
discipline, and the moft determined 
courage ; and yet the total defeat of 
fome of thefe forces/- and the ineffec- 
tual viftdries of others, * have 4 almcffl 
equally xonfpired to the '*deftru"£tion 
of your power; and ■ the (Kfeterhber- 
ment *of your empire. "We ftioulU 
be unpardonably. 'negligent" of our 
duty to your Majelry,' l tp ouffelvesj 
and to our country; if we* did not! 
thus folemnly Cxprels our "feelings 
upon thS dreadful and dedfive proof 
of the 1, madnefs ' with >whrch this* at- 
tempt was originally * nrade, arid 
which, faithfully following it through, 
every flep of its 'progrefs, and*every 
meafure for its execution; has com-: 
pleited by uniform ^mifcondutt,* the 
mifthiefs'which were commenced in 
total ignorance. We are convinced 
that nor the deinftons of artful and 
tiefigning men; (which, like every 
tMng ; faife; cannot be permanent) 
but /the general fenfe* of the whole 
American people- is fet and deters 
mined againft the plans of coercion, 
civil anif military, -which have been 
hitherto' employed againft them ; a 
whole united ami -irritated' people 
cannot be conquered.- -If the 1brce 
how employed cannot dcit, ; no force 
withm our abilities will doit. * ' - ; 
V" The wealth of this -nation is great, : 
and our diftofition would be to ; pour. 
it out with the mofl unreferved and 
chearfui liberality, for the Support of 
the 'honour and dignity of your* 
Crown: but domefttc peace and do- 
mefiic cecononiy are the only means 
of firpplying expence for war abroad ; 
in this contcft our refources are ex- 
hausted; whiliHhofe of our rivals are 
(pared, ind we l are, every year of 



the continuance of this war, altering 
the balance of our" public ftrength and 
nchfcs in their favour. •"■" : - ' " . 
• We think eurfelves boun4> mofl: 
dread Sovereign, to expreTs our fears 
and apprehehfibns to y6ur Majefty> 
that at'a*'time when your Majefty's. 
gracious fpeech from the Throne has 
hinted,' ^nd ybur Van: naval prepara* 
tk>ns in a ftyle much more explicit 
announce to us, 'and the worlds thfc 
critical ftate in which we ftand with 
regard to* the great ^neighbouring 
Powers, we haVe not the comfort 
to leatn*; frftm'that fpeech, from any 
ftflurance of ydur Majefty's fervantsj 
bt eVen 'from Common fame, that any 
&?li£hce Whatever has been made'witk 
the other great States ef Europe, in 
brdtr frf cover us front the* compli- 
cated J perils fo manifeftry- imminent 
Over this nation; 'we have -as- little 
feafon tc* be certain that alliances of 
the mod dangerous kind are notfcrm-* 
etl againft us. u , -.> ... .o- » ».-. 

- In this ftate of anxious doubt and 
danger;* we have recourfe to the cle* 
mency and wifdom of your Majefty ; 
the tender parent and vigilant %uari 
dian'of your people*' that -yout will 
graciously take fuch meafkres as may 
reftore internal peace, anU (as far a$ 
the mifcrable drcumftanccsitfto which 
the late deftruttiye courfes-'^hava 
brought us Xvili permit) 're-unite the 
Britiih nation, iA fome happy r k<K 
nourable, •'' and permanent conjunc- 
tion ; left the colonies, exasperated 
by rigours of continued wary Jhould 
become totally alienated from *hri* 
Parent Country ; left every remaining 
fparkof their affeftion ihbuiii fce ex- 
tfnguifhed in habits of mutual (laugh- 
ter and rapine ; and left in* fome evil 
hour, they who have hitherto been 
the great fupport of the, Britiih 
ftren'gth', mould become the *noft for- 
midable and lailing acceflion. to the 
conftant enemies of the power and 
profperity of your kingdoms.. -■-: 

- We humbly hope and truft, that 
your Majefty will give all due efficacy 

-. ' * ......... to 
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to the conceffioris (we wifh thofe con- 
ceffions may not have come too late) 
which. Have been propofed in Parlia- 
ment ; and we hav$ that undoubted 
reliance on the magnanimity of your 
Majefty's enlarged and Kingly af- 
fe&otis, tiha^ we. are tmder.no appre- 
Kenfions of your Majelty being fcia/Ted 
by private partiality to any let of 
men, in a cafe where the good, where 
the very being of your, people is at 
Hake ; and. with an humble confi- 
dence we implore and fuppUcate your 
Majefty, that nothing may Hand in 
the way of thofe arrangements in your 
Councils and executive offices* which 
may beft fonvard the great, necefiaxy^ 
and WesTed work of peace* and 
which may tend to refcue your affairs 
{rom unwife and improvident ma- 
nagement* and which< may obtain, 
improve, and fecure, the returning 
confidence of all your people. In 
fuch meafurcs and fuch arrangements, 
for fuch an end, your citizens of 
London will never fail to give your' 
Majefty their moil affectionate and 
fieadyTupport: . , , • 

Signed by order of Court, 

To which Addrefs and Petition his 
Majefly waspleafed ;to, return the 
following anfwer: 
* f I can never think tha^t the zeal 
of my fubjecls, the resources of my 
kingdom*, and the bravery of my 
fleets and armies, can have been un- 
wifery and improvidently exerted, 
when the objeft was to" maintain th$ 
.Conftitutional fubordinatipn which 
ought to prevail throughithe feveral 
parts of my dominions* and is eflen- 
tial to the profperity of the whole: 
bat I have always lamented the. cala- 
mities infeparable from a ilate of 
war ; and mail moft earnefty give all 
the efficacy in my power to thofe 
meafurcs which the Legiflature has 
adopted for the purpofe of refloring, 
by feme happy, honourable, and 
permanent conciliation, ; the bleffings 
of peace,, commerce, ait'edljon, : and 



confidence between the Mother Coim* 

try and the Colonies." [Gaxette* 

j * ■ * ' i ii ./ 

About this time the following papery 
faid t9 bt written by Mr. Mauduiti 
a frUnd of Jdminiftration, <was cir- 
culated at the doers of the Pwo Houjh 
of Parliament: 

So long as there was any hope of 
preferving the American Empire, we 
could not begin a treaty with acknow- 
ledging the Americans independence 
in the firft article, becauft they might 
have brfcke off the treaty, asfoonai 
they had gained that firft article, and 
made ufe of the conceflion to juftrfy 
other nations in trading with them ; 
and W« could not then have taken fo- 
reign ihips that came upon their 
coafts* * 

. , That precaution is now ufelefs ; 
for France will treat and trade with, 
them:' and if France will do it, we 
can have no interelt in keeping other 
nations from trading with them too ; 
rather let other nations come in for a 
part, than France have the whole. 

The Americans will now be fup- 
plied from France with all military 
ftores, whether we will or not ; and 
(if we go to war) with mips and 
men, and all they v want, for their de- 
fence and our annoyance. 
. All hope of conqueft therefore is 
over. 

America ftands on high ground ; 
France and England muS now court 
her.. , t 

We hane no poffible chance of 
mafcmg ]5eac£ with her, but an im- 
mediate A& of Parliament giving her 
perfect independence. - V . 

If we pretehd to retain any author 
rity over them, we immediately throw 
them into the arms of France, and 
oblige them to look up to France as 
their prete&ors and defenders, by 
whofe aid only they can gain and fe- 
cure what they will call their liberty. 

If this be not done , immediately, 
and an Ad pail'ed and fent over, be- 
fore they hear of the commencement 
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of htlfitfkJw b>tw*tn France and us, 
the Americans will then become aflp- 
ciates with France in a common 
esmfe* end a eon tmon war/ agiinft 
p* I and after that alliance, we mail 
be at the mefty not only of the Ame- 
rican*, but of the Fiench. 

Now we may treat with America 
duly, aid having their independence 
panted them, they have no nwfcfl 
todefixe die continuance of war with 
ns. If we drive them to a dofe al- 
liance with France in a war againft 
as, our future treaty with Americi 
jWk be made by the concerrtrtCt Of 
France, wjio will excite them tft&ak* 
the; moft extravagant claim*, id ofdef 
to delay the peaces and alienate then* 
somen the more from Us. . 

To retain them as fubje&s is no# 
ini)p6ffible> the only hope left is to 
regain them as friends. ' 

Bqtr they never will be friends with 
tfs* 6r long as they hate any thing t0 
fear from us, by our keeping up any 
the leaft claim of authority bveir them* 

I rieed not paint the dreadfdl doii* 
sequence of our going to way with 
both, and how roach they cab atfft 
each other in all refpedb agafofttos t 
bar moft e^ecially in gainiAgartd 
giving intelligence, peculiar tt> Atch 
a war. 

Jdbntfy deefrrt them\ fcckpen- 
dent, and you have no caufe of qUitf* 
rclwitrrFrWe. We have no ftAfon 
to differ with Frioce for havifig de* 
dared them Free States, when W% 
have done it oarfttvet* 

The Americans wiH then hate thtfo 
IU1 liberty to trade with which a*> 
tion they pleafe ; they wfll like beg 
to trade wit* both * and we mail have 
Mr foil ibare. Their manners, *nd 
habits, and cloathfcig, afe sow En- 

Slito * if we taftantfy giee them in* 
opeadence, they wtti ccmthttie &$ 
if we epasfaw a long war with thertr, 
and oHige them t»ite«i*e«U things 
from France, they will In dm* be 
totally Gallicized, and eftranged ftdtt 



us, and prefer French manufa&irer 
of all kinds to ours. 

Their children will be ftnt to 
France for their education, to learn 
the French language, (as Franklin? 
has began already) and to be appren- 
ticed in French houfes, and fet up 
French factories, &c. 

Coald we be fure of prevailing at* 
lift againft them and France, we 
could gain nothing by victory, at thtf 
end of a kwg war, that could com- 
pen&te for that eftrangement of their 
aife&ons and habits teom the Englifh 
manners and manufactures, which 
the Americans would contrad ui that 
period* 

To fay nothing of the heavj* debt 
we stafr hw* incurred/ (even if ouv 
funds Hwrtrtd hold o« fo long} wfeich 
will enhance Ac price of our labour ^ 
and manafa&ures above tbofeofothw 
nations y and all this erfpefic* df t&t 
war incurred trf no pnrpofc. 

Should hoftiiities be eotf*ftHme*d 
between* Frfthc* Ant as, yefihffeaie* 
this Aa of Independent* is ptbi t 
and fent them, the btttefr They 
may n*tt)Wn ta&fy a tm&L 6eaty, 
oTfatlttftte lefs ready to affift the 
l?fietfeh» when having gained wnat 
my wast, they will m&& left in 
need of their help. 
* Frsmct has ftrtt this m8a%4 on 
porpofe to £roVok* us to *o td wa¥; 
Xfid $e*% fteu* all thefe good *£ 
fMtf t* dfcmlWVfesy «a f* Wtej| 
down and per'pdttKtt* *»the*? etfk ft* 
Sdgtend. 

The ttetito* tf -k Is p*a8**& c*K 
ctlktfcd for thUT £ itfpoftO Fblhks 
know nopsfficmsor refenttfedft^ but 
tonfider only what b the nirtionYito- . 
t«r*ft. For that tetyrtafei-,' bctaeft 
it is the iftteireft of Franc* to pAytcAs^ 
ut tea war, it is out kitette* » i^oid 
it, till we have made fip witft Ame^ 
tioa. • ■ • ■ : 

Frihtt may ti« l«nf WlMtite %tt 
ttft makes it fo nec*»t? iMamtrtiS 
Cttfly W s5s»ii an Ac> for Adfoicm h*- 
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Jtfmukntti and to Haften a peace* 
with America, before we precipitate 
eurfelves into a war with France* 
*There can now be no great hurt in 
recalling our craizers, and fu£ering> 
French (hips to pafs. And then 
France has no pretence to go to war 
with us, and me lew that we fhould 
take out of the many that will fail to- 
America, will not compenfate for the 
evils of precipitating the ruptvre. 

So long as you keep the Americans 
in fear, by retaining any, even a la- 
teat claim of authority over them, fo 
long they will unite together againit 
' you* Quit that ckim* they will 
then have each to oonfider of iettlihg 
a government for themfelves. They 
may (ben diifer with one another, and 
feme of them may come, in time. 
No think that they were better off, 
when they were united with England, 
and offer to return, which they never 
will do while we are driving with 
them} & that the only chance we 
have of recovering fome, is to give 
diem up all. 

Itctrma of u letter from Paris > Jan. 3. 

" It is generally believed here, 
that the Commercial Treaty betweeir 
France and the United Colonies is 
finally fettled; but the particulars 
are not publicly known. Every 
tfanfa&oft has the appearance of a 
fpeedy ruftare with England. The 
artiflcers in the Marine Department 
are collected from every part of the 
kingdom to it out, with all poffibltf 
expedition, ibcteeri fail of the line ae 
Breft and Toulon. The forces ar« 
all nlarching CO the frontier toWSft, 
That* i* Hot a ibldi** to be fees 
above Cartbray. The Noblefle do 
Hot fcnrple to fay that a war between 
England and France muft unavoid- 
ably take jnace fcon." 

Lend**, Ftbrnary 20. Some treaty 
is fuppofcd to have been negotiated 
between America and the Court of 
trance. Of What nature that treaty 
may be, let the Mtniflers find out* 



It is not lor their information, fc* 
they are not worthy of a falutary him* 
but it is for the information of the 
deluded people of this country, thao 
the following fad is cummuakated \ 

— — " MeJEeura Roilin and Jio»- 
ret have been deputed by the Farmer* 
General of France, to negociate a 
commercial treaty, with Meffieurs 
Franklin and Deane, the Congrei* 
Agents in Paris. This treaty, whick 
hath been ratified by the Frenck 
King, ftipalatet: v 

" That the State of Virginia* 

fhall annually furriim the Farmers 
General of France with ptoeMty tk*vj 
/and hogmeads of tobacco, at ta* 
rate of fixpence farthing per pouaaV 
Until thefe twenty tjioufaad hogiV 
heads are delivered at the ports of* 
France, the State of Virginia is not 
to furnifh any other European Power 
with a Angle hogfhead of tobacco. 

" This treaty is concluded' 
for (even, fourteen, or twenty-one* 
years. - With the optional power of 
the contracting parties, to annul, or 
to continue it at the expiration of se- 
ven, or of fourteen years. 

— i — " The Congrefs Xgunts have 
agreed ori the part of America, that. 
goods mall be taken in exchange fox 
the tobacco to be thus feht from Vir- 
ginia to France, and the laid goods 
are to be exported to America in. 
French bottoms* which are to bring 
back the tobacco agreed for by the 
treaty. 

— — " The lubfcfibihg witneffe* 
to the execution of this treaty are ; . 

w/r „,, jDr BfcAVMAACHAlS, 

Meffieurs j H ^ DBCffAtJJflox ;,; 

This is the facl. How will it ope- 
rate > Certainly to the increafe of the- 
revenue of Ft ance. The Farmers Ge- 
neral of that country are as much the 
appendages to Government, as the dif- 
ferent officers of the Englifh cuftoms.. 
The larger the fums collected by the> 
Farmers General of France, thehigher 
are the duties which they will be en- 
abled to pay to the King. Au exclu^ 
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five contract with America* to be fur- 
nifhed with tobacco at the firft hand* 
will prove extremely beneficial in a* 
country where the corifumption of 
that article is* fo prodigious, The 
contract, therefore, which is 5 now act- 
ually concluded, will be attended with 
infinite advantages to France, and 
with prodigious detriment to Eng- 
land; The tobacco trade will now 
be engrofled exclufively by that 
nation,, which; of all others, Is the* 
moft powerful rival England has to 
contend againft. Nor is this all. 
As France hath fecured the tobacco* 
trade by the firmeft contract with Ame- 
rica, Spain, may very poffibly negoci- 
ate for an exclufive riee trade. The 
ftate of Virginia is now pledged to 
confign her tobacco to France. Why 
may not the ftate of South-Carolina 
be in the fame manner engaged by 
contract, tofupply Spain, exclusively* 
with rice ? Whilft the act of naviga- 
tion was recognized by the Americans* 
France was fupplied with tobacco only 
through the medium of England. 
She will now, at half the expence^ be 
immediately fupplied from America* 
A trade fo ultimately beneficial to the 
• revenues of France, will furely be 
protected by that court. It would be 
madnefs to fuppofe otherwife. Let 
France be ever fo well inclined to pre- 
fcrve the peace, me cannot be expected 
to facrifice her eflential interefts for 
our benefit. To commence hostilities, 
would be the moll abfurd meafure 
which France could at this moment 
adopt. She mould be very well pre- 
pered for war, becaufe the trade with 
America, of which fhe is now depriving 
this country, m uft eventu ally occafion a 
war. France will protect the Farm- 
ers General in the contract which they 
have made. Such protection is a 
neceffary meafure of Government. 
French cruizers will be ftationed to 
convoy the tobacco mips, from Vir- 
ginia, into th^ ports of France. The 
leaft moleftation on the part of Eng- 
land, will occafion reiilUnce that will 
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become the futfjeci of rem'culftranceV 
Still trance will not cqmmeqce hoft- 
ilities. . She will protect her exclufive 
trade with America fo.openly as to 
compel England; if poffible, to ftrike 
the blow, and then it will become a 
quefttori,* which of the allies of Eng- 
land will aflift her ? PV our .treaties 
are drawn up fo abfurdly* that the 
allies of England only ftipurate to 
aflift her in cafe . (he fhall \xzfirft a£- 
tackect. There is not any flipnlation 
for affiftarice, in cafe t^at Engiancf 
mould- find it neceflfary firft to attack 
her enemies. 



On Friday the 13th of Marc)i^ the" 
French Ambaflador. waited upon Lord 
Weymouth, and delivered tohisLord- 
fhip the following paper : 

L'Ambafladenr- fctffigne de fa Mai 
jefte Ghretiennes, a recu Tordre 
expres de remittre a la Goui de Lon- 
dres la declaration fuivante ; 

Le& Etats Unis de P Araerique Sep- 
tentrionale, qui fbut en pleine poifef- 
fion de PIndependance prononcee par 
leur acte du 4 Juliet, 1776, ayant fait 
propofer au Roi, de confolider pat 
une convention fbrmelle> les liaifona 
qui ont commencee a s'etablir, entra 
les deux nations, les Plenipotentiaires. 
refpectifs ont figne un traitee d'amitie 
et de commerce, deftine a fervir de bafe 
a la bonne correfpondea.ee mutuelle. 

Sa Majefte etant refolue de cultiver 
la bonne intelligence fubfiftante entre 
la France et la Grande Bretagne, par 
tous les moyens compatibles avec ft 
dignite, et avec le bien de ks fujets, 
croit devoir faire.par de c$ttee de- 
marche a la Cour de Londres, et lui 
declarer en meme terns que les parties 
contractantes, ont en Tattention de ne 
flipuler aucun avantage exclufif en 
faveur de la Nation Francoife ; et que 
les Etats Unis ont confcrve la Uberte 
de traiter avec toutes les nations que- 
conques fur le meme pied d'egalitc et 
de reciprote* 

En faifant cette cummunication i 
la Cour de Londres, le Roi eft dans la 
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ferme perfuafion, qu/eUe y trouvera 
4c hotivelle^ preuves dcs difpofitions 
con ft antes et finceres "de fa'Majefte 
four fcipai*;' et qu*d fa Majelte Bri- 
tanique,'animeedes memes fentimenif, 
evitef a - egalemem tout fe que pour- 
Voit alterer la bonne harmnie, et 
qu'elle prendra farticuliertment des 
jnefures 'efficacies; pour empecher que* 
le Commerce des fujets de fa Majefte 
avec Jes Etats Unis de l'Anierique 
SepteffOionale, tie foit trouble, * et 
poor fai*e f obferver a cet egard Jes 
ufages re^us'entre lfes nations com- 
mercaales, et les regies' qui ' peuveht 
etre* ceftfees firbfiftantes entre les 
Couromiey de France et de la Grande 
JJretagne; ' - ' . - ' * 
6 Dans cette jufle confiance, 1'Am- 
baffadeur' fouffgnic pourroit croire' fu- 
perfltf^ lie preveuir le Mini ft ere Bri- 
tannique, * que le Roi'-fon maitfe, 
etaftt determine a proteger efHcace^- 
ment la'libcTte legitime <iu* commerce 
de fes fujets> et de foirtenir I'honneur 
de fon pavilion, fa Majefte a pris, en 
confeqttence, des mefures eventuelles 
de concert avec les Etats Unis d$ 
J'Amerique Septentrionalff. 
-••-. •'•■^••Signe* 

'Le M. Dk Noailj.es. 
£ Lpndres, le 13 Mars, 177s,- * 

TRANSLATION. 

. The tmder*f»gned Ambaflador of 
nisMoftphrifHacn-Majefty, hasreceiv- 
td exprefs orders to- make the fol- 
lowing ^declaration tq> the Court of 
London: .-•..* 

* The/United States of North Ame- 
rica who are in full poffeflkm of in- 
dependencey as pronounced by them 
pn the fourth of July, '1776, having 
propofed « to the King to cdnfolidate 
by a -formal convention, the con- 
nection * began to be eftabjimed be- 
tween the two nations, the refpettive 
Plenipotentiaries havciigned a treaty 
of friendship and commerce, defigned 
to ferveas a foundation *for their mu- 
tual good correfpondence. > 

His -Majefly being determined to 
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cultivate the good underftanding fob* 
filling between France and Great 
Britain, by every means compatible 
with his dignity, and the good of his 
fobjects, thinks it neceflary to make 
this proceeding known to the Court 
of London, and to declare at the fame 
time, that the contracting parties have 
paid great'atteiition, not to ftipulate 
kny exclufive advantages in favour of 
the French nation; and that the 
United States have referved the li- 
berty of treating with any nation 
whatever, upon the fame footing of 
equality andreciprocity. ' 

In making this communication to 
the Court of London, the King is 
firmly perfuaded, (he will find new 
proofs of his Majcfty's conftant and 
fincere difpofitlon for peace ; and 
that his Britannic Majcity, animated 
by the fame fentiments^will equally 
avoid every thing that may alter their 
good harmony ; and that he will par- 
ticularly take effectual meafures, to 
prevent the commerce between his 
Majefty's fubjedls and the United 
States of North America from being 
interrupted 1 , and tocaufeall the ufag- 
es received between ' commercial na- 
tions to be, in this refpett, obferved, 
and. all tho'fc rules which can be faid 
to fubfift between the two Crowns of 
France and Great Britain. 
' In this juft confidence, the under- 
figned Ambaflador thinks it fuper- 
fluous to acquaint the Britifh Minifter, 
that the King his mailer, being deter- 
mined to protect efFe&ually the lawful 
commerce of his fubjecls, and to 
maintain- the dignity of his flag, -his 
Majefty has, ; in confequence, taken 
eventual meafures in concert with the 
United States of North America, 
-■•■■— Signed, 

■ Le M. De Noailles. 
London, March 13, 1778. 

When the' French Ambaflador de- 
livered his refcript to Lord Wey- 
mouth,, his Lordihip faid that he 
could give no anfwer to it till he had * 
- ■' — * laid 
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fa$ k before Ac King* To which 

tfce AmbafTador replied, That his 
jbiftrudions were to make that noti T 
flcation, [meaning of the treaty be- 
tween prance and America] , chat h* 
Jwjd executed his commiffion, and 
that his inibu£tion& wttc not to afk 
fta an anfwer. 

£The preliminary articles of this 
treaty were agreed upon the 24th of 
Pacem^er, 1777. And a copy of 
fhefe preliminaries were fent from 
franco to America, on the 27th of 
the lame month. The treaty was 
finally concluded and figned on the 
&h.of February, 1778, in the even- 
ing. ^ttUicntJc copies of which were 
|snt from France to America by dif- 
fluent #ups ; the laft of which left 
jkurope oi> the 1 7th of February, In 
Mty> 1 ??S> an account was received 
i$ France, that one of thefe copies, 
carried by Mr. Simeon Deane, bro<* 
ifcer to Mr. Silas Dsane, arrived at 
Jpafco gay on the i$th of April. 
The treaty gave univerial fatisfa&ion 
in America ; and the greateft rejoic-r 
ings were made wherever the news 
- ©f it came. On the 1 7th of February, 
I-ord North made known t;o the Houfe 
$f Cojpwnons his conciliatory propo- 
loons. On the a&th of, February 
the Andromeda failed from England 
for America, with a copy of thofe pro-r 
portions. The Commiffioners failed 
en the 22 d of April for New-York.] 

Lett fan y Harch 10. Stocks were 
yefterday in the moft fluctuating ftate 
imaginable. The Omnium, at one 
lime, was at one and three quarters 
dffcoHnt% and the three per cents, 
jvere done at facty-four. This con- 
.lufed flate of public credit, at the 
critical moment of fettling the loan, 
Ibews, either that tljere is no money, 
or that the monied people have great 
doubts. 

March 17. Omnium was yefterday 
at four and one half difcount. The 
three' per cents confol. were yefterday 
at fifty-nine, which is not only Iowa- 
Jhan they were at any time during 



the Jail war, but fvwer than the}* 
have ever been at any period ftnee 
they were funded. 

On the 28th of February, a fleec 
of feven mips of the line, and twenty 
tranfports, failed from Breft for Ame- 
rica. As they were failing out of the 
harbour, an American frigate came 
in exprefs from America ; (he failed 
the French Admiral, and he returned 
the falute. 

Lotfdon, March 20. This morning 
at feven o'clock the French Ambai- 
fador fet out for Paris, in confcquencc 
of orders to quit London, he received 
(fooner than he expected) by a cou- 
rier, .which canaejrom Paris in for ty- 
three hours, the fhorteft time eye* 
known. He has left the Britim Court 
in no frnall degree of di (content; 
having (kid, a little before his depar* 
ture, that no AmbaAador Jrom his 
nation had ever met ,with the treat- 
ment he had. He coiold never gee 
a pofitive anfwer from the Britifh Mi* 
nifters, upon any bufinefs, whether 
trifling, or of the higheft importance j 
owing to the Britifh Counsels being 
& totally undetermined, \ and inde-. 
cifive in every matter, of both pri- 
vate and public concern 

London, Mflrcb 26. Yeflenl^r th« 
Miniitry were furprized with authen- 
tic intelligence, that the French 
Court had kid an embargo upon all 
the Englifh vefiels and fallow in the 
feveral ports of France; and that the 
common pacquet from J>ovcr to Cv 
lais had been flopped. 

L$ndm>Marthz%* Yefterdiay l*>rd 
Stormont arrived. 

Yefterday the Miniftry laid an 
embargo on allthe french veffels i& 
our ports. It is now fovtr days 
fince we Jieard of the embargo 
being laid on all our vef&ls in (h* 
French port; during this time our 
temporizing Miniftry have been der 
liberating, whether they fhouid fol 7 
low the fpirited example fax then) 
by the French, At length they 
huverefolved in the affirmative. But 
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What have, they Ibft, hf not doing it 
immediately ? Why^ moft, if not ally 
the French (hips have -got away. • It 
has been exactly in this manner that 
they have acted with America. 'Every 
one of their refolutions, whether, for 
war or peace, has been taken too late* 

London, April i . It is a fact, that 
on the 1 8 th of March* the French 
Court fent the moft pofitive orders to 
all their fca-ports* not \x>ftop> but to 
seize every EngHfh veflel and failor ; 
not one of which have been fince re* 
leafed. Though this infult is of the 
higheft magnitude that one civilized 
State Can fhew to another, yet fuch itf 
the tamehefs of the Britifh Miniftry, 
they dare not iky a fingle word to it* 
They will fubmit to every indignity 
fooner than quit their places. 

The French Admiral Piquet is re- 
turned to {Jreft, after feeing the Ame- 
rican tmde and ilore-fhipi to- a certain 
latitude. 

ExtraS of a Utter from the Hague, 
March 20, 

" The day before yefterday* Mr* 
Beranger, Charge des Affaires for 
France at this Court during the ab- 
ience of the Ambafiador, in a confe- 
rence with the Prefident of the States- 
General, notified to him, that the 
King his matter, ibr reafons moving 
him thereto, had .determined ;tp de- 
clare and acknowledge the American 
Colonies as an independent and free 
people, which he thought right to 
communicate to their High Miehti- 
nefics. This proceeding has oeen 
fince confirmed by a courier from the 
Ambaflador Berkenrode to the Gref- 
fier Fagel, who adds, that orders 
have been fent to all, the ports of 
France, to acknowledge the Ameri- 
cans as an independent people, and 
to treat their veffels in the lame man* 
ner as thofe of any other nation." 
ExtraB of a letter from Parity dated 
March 23, 1778. 

<f Ob the aift inftant was per- 
formed the ceremony of receiving the 
American Commiffioners as Ambaf* 



fadors at ,th> £ourt.' It .was a fine 
fight to fee the venerable fage, Dr-> 
Franklin^. repeiyed by bis Majefty, 
and afterwards -byjll the MimftersoS 
this country.- J|u>yefterday edipfed, 
^very thingvyou can imagine ; the re* 
ception by the Q^een, accpmpaniedt 
by all the> beauts of her bed-cham-> 
berj but herfelf who can deferibe-j 
lovely to fuch a detfree, that I dai* 
not attemp^the t*Bu She received: 
the 'good man, -and his , friends, witk 
a fweetnefs and dignity ^whioh no 
other woman could exprefs. The 
next vifit was to Monfieur ; next to 
Madame, his lady, who both appear* 
ed highjy t pleafed. Next to Made- 
moifclle Lady Elisabeth, the King's 
fitter, one of (he prettieft little fenfible 
faces I ever beheld; then to the 
King's aunts. From hence we paid, 
a v3rt to the fon of Count d'Arfois, 
an infant of two years and an J*if 
old, a very EtiC child ; he was in the 
arms of -the; moft charming gjrl that 
ever was .made a nurfe. The parents 
of this child would have been vifited 
next after Monfieur had he been at 
Court, but he is at prefent in exile,- 
being baniftied laft week to his coun- 
try refidence, for fighting a duel with 
the Duke de Bourbon, in coniequenoe 
of an affront given by the former to 
the. lady of the latter, at a maique- 
rade. The Duke is ajfo exiled, but 
it upll not be for a long time. After 
ail this, their Excellencies, or Pie-, 
nipotentiaries, with the Americans, 
and many French ladies and gentle- 
men of dlffin&jon, dined very ele- 
gantly at the houfe of Monf, Gerard, 
Secretary to the Count de VergChnes, 
Minifter for Foreign Affairs; and 
after dinner we had, a vifit from the 
famous Chevalier D'Eon." 

Whitehall, Jfril 13, 1778. r.. ; 

The King has, .been pleafed to*r- 
der Letters Patent- to be patted under' 
the Great Seal of Great«rBritain, con* 
fUmting and -appointing Frederick 
Earl of CarliO* . &tfght of tfc* Moft 
Antknt Oidei^thoThi^c^iUcJwd 

K Lord 
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Lord Vifcouat Ho*e of the kingdom 
of Ireland, Sir William Howe, 
JCnight of the Moll Honourable Or* 
der of the Bath, Lieattoant-general 
of his Majefty'i forces* attf General 
of kit Maje^*f6rte5 in North- Artie- 
ilea only, William BdeM, £fi£*ire, ? 
one of the ConsmiffidAe^i for Trade 
and Plantations, and Ge^rfce Jolm-^ 
ftone, E<q. Captain in (he Royal navy, 
to be his MajettY* Cttuimffioners to 
flfeat, confalt, tod -< igree "upon the 
mean* of quieting the ^ifoMers now 
fcbflfHnj in certain of his'Majefly's 
colonies, plantations, and 'provinces 
in Notlh-Amerttti " ^ [Garttte. 

YeJferday afternoon his Majefty's 
ftip the Trident, With the Coinmif- 
fkmers on board, failed from- St. 
Helen's for Norths America. fifty. 

The Ardent, with Adntiral fra'frw 
. bier, failed fo* Attterica on the firft 
of April. 

On die 13th of 'April, a French 
fqoadron, which hftd for feveral 
months been equipping at Toulon; 
Wltfdfrom that port* under the com- 
mand of Count d'Bftaittgi This, 
squadron counted of 1 zihips of the 
line and 6 !Hgites; t >With an extra 
number of maririe*; Wio^fcmetro©£9, : 
amounting "together* it was-faid, to 
aboat 6ooo, aflhs for 6600 -more, 
cloathing, &c ^rfd^her ^military 
ftores. Their dfffifia^erfwte Tuppbf. 
ed to be to North-America. Owing 
to adverfe winds, they did not get 
through the Stretghts of Gibraltar 
till the ijth of May. They had on 
board Mr. Silas Dearie; and Mon-, 
iieur Girard, Who was appointed the 
t reach Minlfter to the Congrefs. 

O* -the 4th of May, authentic 
intelligence Of Count d'Eftainfg's 
failing- frdm Toulon arrived at St. 
}ames"s ; fbme of the Miriifters were 
caiof town wfciett*this^1mp6rtant ad- 
vice oaitte/amt^iio resolution being 
immtMlety'V&bfL *pen % the faft 
was <mefttiom4d in ^e Mcmle^f Cctoi- 
mons,<3rbi» Ix>ld'e^r|iM3erniam 



acknowledged the faft of the Mini- 
iters being out of town, and that there 
was feme delay oecafioned by it. 

Liwiwy May 9, Saturday* It having 
been e&tted, in a certain Aflembly, 
that a delay in fending the English 
fleet to fea has happened through the 
a"bftnte of fome leading members of 
Admmiftrition, after die news of the 
firtling of the Toulon fquatiron ar- 
rived, a ttrrefpondent deiires that the 
following authentic ftate of the fad 
fnay belaid before the public: 

Lord George Germain, having 
been "nine days at Drayton* in the 
county of Northampton, happened 
titkffy to return to town on Monday, 
(the 4th) juft as the intelligent* con- 
cerning fhe Ailing of the Toulon 
ft&adrefe arrived . His Lordfhip wrote 
rmneo^ately to Lord North, *rho was 
At BuflrjrPark, *nd to Lord* Wey- 
mouth at Ealing. The former of 
thefe nobfenwn FeTit^ck an fcniwer, 
that he wouldTbe in town very early 
oh" tttefday (the eth) . He accord- 
ingly came to town very early, had 
a eoh&rence of feveral hours with 
Lord Sandwich, concerted with .his 
Lordship every meafor* ncoeflary for 
dkbatclun^lhe fleet ; arid the Order* 
irtd iriftraaioh* were made ready for 
the 1 Mfifc&ion and approbation of 
the CSbfnet. whkto met at twelve 
O'clock' on Wedeeflay {the 6th)i 
The Orders and Inflru&ioirs were in- 
ftahtly difpatched to Portfmouth, 
wltere they muft have arrived m the 
evening ; and on Thwfilay (the 7 A) 
allhands were employed in preparing 
for the immediate f^iife of- a'power- 
ful tfjuldron. On Friday {the 8th) 
the wind changed to the weft; and 
it" has, aimoft ever fince, blown lb 
frefh, that there was 110 ftoffibilky of 
carrying on* board the beer-imd ^pro- 
ViRohs Meceflary for •atoijj voyige. 
It is, uponthe \Wfole, rj a£parent, that 
ho blfnie" can be juftPy feid^toon the 
ftebkrisofcis^who form the 'Cabinet* 
^Ptetec&im'al airivalof LorH< G»ebrge 
* ^Gihriaia 
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Germain from a d$*nt comity en* meafures wkk the . Firil Lord of the. 



abled his Lordihip to give the earliefl 
intelligence to the Lords North and 
Weytnoath, who were, during the 
whole rccefs, within colli andXord 
Sandwich, was actually on the (pot. 
As for Lord Suffolk, he was confined 
to has houfe in the country by a fevere 
illnefs ; and is, therefore, out of the, 
qucflioa. In ihort, when things are 
properly explained to the public, it 
will appear, that neither, time has 
been loft nor fpuit or vigour wanted, 
in placing the nation in a flate of de* 
fence at home, and in a condition tq 
aft deciiivcJy abroad. 

Am- anfiwer to the preceding* 
The paragraph writer fays, " Lord 
George Germain has not been in 
Northanaptonihire this year*" ■ 
Where was he then, ouring the ninf 
days he was abfent from town ? Was 
he at Stoneland or Eaft-Grinflead? 
Either of thofe places is as far out of 
the nvay of bufinefs as Drayton, Hjs 
Lordftiip's "colleagues in office," 



Admiralty. 

" Lord Sandwich was at Chatham 
on Tuefday." — Lord Sandwich ar- 
rived in town on Monday. 

" No meafures of dtfpatch were 
attempted but by Lord George Ger- 
main*" — Yet the bufinefs was u*t in 
his department. 

f< Hintfelf prepared the orders and 
inftru&iocu.— -He was* ordered to do 
fo, as one of his fellow Secretaries 
was confined to his bed, and the other 
employed in other important affairs. 

" The public did determine on 
whom the blame ought to fall/ * ■ 
Lord G. either through panic, or to 
take an undue advantage of " his 
colleagues in office," contrary to all 
form, blabbed the iecrets of die Ca T 
binet ; and his colleagues wert 
«• JiUnt f " liecaufe they did not chuff 
to follow the indecent example hi 
had fet before them. 

As for the " clearness, candour, 
inAffiriip** c^the noble Lor^ upon 
that c hmawnicauve occafion, it were 
to'bewinSed his Lordfhip had made 



^ in 
did not chufc to go/fq faj^ when the 

affairs of the public feemed to de* uie of them, in more trying and more 
mand their dajly attention and at^ndr important ntuations; and if, as his 
ance. One of them, was at Bufhy^ panegyrift infinuates, he is poflefled 



Park, another at Ealing, both within 
an hour of St. James's. 

The writer proceeds an4,fays, that 
his ^liUnt. patron '* came to town 
on Saturday/' He djd^/come till 
Sunday, . 

•vjge fat pre$ng me%es for 
«Pft4fe>n.«> Lfrd North."— Thefe 
peeing weflages were,, in. fa& r hut 
sftsgagcLj Ui was received onMon* 
day,, and his Lordfhip came to town 
onfueiday. 

•* He dip stAf cone very wljf but 
very Jate*—^-Lor& Sandwich is ap- 
pciied tOj that Lord N. had a con* 
lerence of Several hours with him 
Htrly in the forenoon of Tuefday; 
for his Lordftup, as is well known to 
more than ifty eye-witneiTes, fat at a 
fepard of Treasury at one o'clock on 
the feme, day, after he had concerted 



of thoie virtues, he will probably 
have frequent opportunities for di£ 
playing them, fhould he long remain 
in office. 

The attempts made to vindicate the 
conduct of Minifters, with refpedl to 
the delay of fending a fleet to fea, 
are not {atisfadory to the public. 
The abfence of the noble paragraph- 
writer from, town daring the PortA 
mouth review has probably prevented, 
till now, his endeavouring to prove 
that black is white; for it is difficult 
to account, in any other manner, tor 
the filence which has been observed 
"on the part of Minifters in the public 
papers from the time that their grofs 
unpardonable negligence was men- 
tioned in the Houfe of Commons on 
Tuefday the 5th. Notwithstanding 
the defence now attempted, the quel* 

& 2 lien 
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don is fHH unanfwered, why no 
Council was called till Wednefday 
the 29th, when the intelligence was 
received on Monday/ at a feafon 
when the continuation of the eallerly 
winds was fo uncertain ? Why no or- 
ders were difpatched on Monday 
without calling a Council, directing 
at Ieaft the fhips to prepare for fail- 
ing ? If orders for railing were dif- 
patched on Wednefday, what could 
prevent the fleet fronv failing' oh 
Thurfday, if it had been ready as it 
ought to have been ? If it had failed 
then, it mu ft have cleared the chan- 
nel before Friday at feven of the 
clock in the evening; 'when the wind 
changed : was it fit that, after our 
intelligence long ago received of the 
preparations of a Toulon fqUkdron tc) 
fail, we fhould not have our fhips 
provided with beer and provisions, 
and ready to depart at 'air. hour's no- 
tice? Was it fit, after jfuch intelli- 
gence; to have all our fleiet -cooped 
up at Spithead, frdm. wfieace it can- 
not' depart without a particular wind*, 
infteaa of having a firflicient fbrce at 
Plymouth? And is it to be conceived 
that, after fuch amazing, fums voted 
for the navy ,' this country can endure 
with* patience the 'prefent condition 
of 'oiif' fleet/ which, in fpite of his 
Majefty's' prefence^ -encouragement 
and exapp'e, is not at this hpurready 
to put' to lea? ' 

Another writer faid, It now comes 
out that the drowfy • Premier him- 
felf was the occahon of die late 
delay in the meeting of Council, 
«pon the news arriving of the Tou- 
lon* fleet having failed. Upon that 
important intelhgence r belng brought 
to London on 'a Monday, a mef- 
fenger was immediately difpatched 
to Buihy-Park, where Lord * N— 
was, with the account, and requiring 
his prefence in town. However, the 
fleepy Minifler, inftead of fetting out 
direftly, as his duty mould have 
prompted him, fent word back Jo 



Lord George Gerthaib* that he would 
pe in pwri in a day or two. Tuefday* 
came, 'but rio Prime Minifler, wht> 
{horea alf tjiat' day" likewHe at his 
yillaj and cgnftquentlf the Council 
could ndt be held till Wednefday j 
whereby flie meafures neceflary were 
adopted tbo late td be" carried into 
execution' before* the wind Shifted td 
the fouth-weft,' arid totally prevented 
the failing of the fleet from Spitheadi 

* St. Jdmts's, 27.' AboUf half pall 
nine o'clock in the morning, ori-tfri- 
day' the 24th inftant,- the King fet 
out for Greenwich, and arrived at the 
Royal Hofpital . about ten o'clock; 
was received* by 'the' Edrl of' Sand- 
wich, the Governor, and principal 
6fficers of the Hofpital, and imme- 
diately went in his barge, attended 
by Lord Sandwich, the Marquis of 
Lothian, Gold Stick, Colonel Har- 
court, and Qolonel 6t^John; to the 
Princefs A u £ufla yacht, commanded 
by Sir Richard Bickert&n, ton board 
of which the Royal Standard, Adnri-t 
ralty, and Union fla^s/Were hoifled t 
a't-oift o'clock his Majefty-failed from 
Greenwich, and was faluted in his 
paflage -down the river from Wool* 
wich s Warren, Tilbury Fprt f an4 
Gravefend. ' * . - .^ - ' 
: Early oh Saturday morning the 
JCing arrived at the Nore, and failed 
along-fide of the" men of war lyipg 
there under the. command of Rear 
Admiral Campbell/ from each of 
which he received a royal fajote of 
twen,ty-one gunst the yacht after- 
warcfe-jSrarttded up to Chatham, 
where mtarnved at half paft eight 
o'clock.. In her paflage up the Med* 
way, fhe was faluted %f the garrifon 
of Sheernefs, by the Viftory-of one 
hundred ^uns, lying at Blackftakesj, 
and by Gillingham Fort and* Upnor 
Caftle. His Majefty landed at three 
quarters paft eighto'cleck in the King's 
yard, and was received by Lord Am- 
herfl, the Commiflioners of the navy, 
and the Commiflioners and officers of 

the 
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Jheyard. AsYoon as his Majefty landed, 
the artificers and workmen belonging 
to the yard being all aflembled, gave 
three cheers as_ his Majefty entered, 
and then immediately difptrfed, and 
retained pQ their federal employ^ 
bents.* 1 Hi's Majefty then went into 
the Comiriiffionet's honie, where he 
ibid a fliort time to refreih Krofelf, 
and then proceeded to view the works 
carrying on in* the yard: he went 
Mon board the .London, a ninety 
gun ftyb, under repair; next into 
the SiSblk, of feventy-fbur guns ; 
and afterwards into the Leander, a 
fifty gun (hip, building. After his 
MajeJrycame from on board the Suft 
folk,* he went down' into the dock to 
look at her 'bottom ; viewed feveral 
other ihijps building and repairing ; 
alfo the fmith's fhop, where the men 
were employed in making a large an- 
chor ; then "into the ftore-houfes in 
the eaftern part 'of the yard, iand 
looked at to* maft-pond, maft- 
houfe,- and boat-hdufes, examined the 
flock of timber very attentively ; af- 
terwards went into the rope and hemp - 
ioufes, and returned on board the 
yacht at half paft twelve o'clock. A 
full chorus or ihipwrights, employed 
in repairing the Namur, fung th$ 
fong of God fave great Georgt eur 
Kingy'ts- his' Majefty parted. * His 
Majefty landed again in the yard in 
the afternoon 'about five o'clock, and 
viewed the Alfred, a feventy-four 
gunftup, upon the ftoclcs ; afterwards 
vifited the* feveral ftore-houfes, rig- 
ging-houfes, and anchor-wharf, in 
the weftern part of the yard; from 
thence he proceeded to the gun- 
wharf, ,and viewed minutely the ma- 
gazines, artillery and {lores ; then to 
the Victualling-office at Chatham ; 
and returned at half pail, feven o'clock 
«m board the yacht. 

z6tb April. Sunday, His Majefty 
landed at the yard, and proceeded to 
the army barracks, and to (he lines, 
and reviewed the firft battalion of the 
Royals, or firft regiment of foot ; and 



at ten o'clock had a public levee at 
the Commjnioner's houfe, at whicfy 
a number of the officers of the navy 
and army were prefent : the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Common Council of 
Rochefjer, as alio many gentlemen 
of the county, who on this occafion 
came to pay their duty to his Ma- 
jefty, were received with the utmoft 
gracioufnefs and affability* 

The Recorder of Rochefter ad- 
drefTejl himfelf to the King in the 
following words; 
€i Sire, 

f* The Mayor and Corporation of 
your Majefty's moil loyal city of Ro- 
chefter, ever defiroui of paying their 
duty to your Majefty, and of fhewine 
every mark of refpett to fo good and 
gracious a Sovereign, are-very happy 
in having the honour of waiting on 
your Majefty, to afture you of their 
moil inviolable attachment' to your 
facfed perfon, and of their zeal to 
fupport your Majefty, and your Go- 
vernment, on all occafions.'* 

After which the Mayor, Recorder, 
and the reft of the Corporation, had 
the honour of kiting his Majefty 's 
hand. 

Hk Majefty exprefled much fatis- 
faftion at the excellent condition of 
the arfenals of the navy and ordnance, 
and of the great quantity of ftores 
(particularly of timber) in the dock- 
yard ; and was highly pleafed at the 
great exadlnefs with which the officers 
and men of the royal regiment went 
through their feveral manoeuvres. 

His Majefty was received with the 
higheft demonftrations of joy and af- 
fection from'all clafles of people, who 
teftified their fatisfadlion at the ar- 
rival of their Royal vifttor by the 
loudeft acclamations, and by every 
proof they could give of their zeal 
and loyalty. 

Jpri I z6. At eleven o'clock his 
Majefty went into his barge, preceded 
by Rear Admiral Campbell, and em- 
barked on board the Augufta yacht; 
as it was not high water, the yacht 

was 
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was~warped to UpnorCaftle, and as 
foon as the tide made, fhe turned 
dawn the Medway* the wind being 
e^ilerly ; and after having been fa- 
inted by all the forts, as on his paf* 
page up the rive*, anchored at^Black-r. 
Hakes about four in the afternoon. 

His Majefty foon after went in hi* 
barge on board the Victory ; upon his 
entering the lhip, the Royal Standard 
was hcofted, and his Majefty vifited 
and examined with great attention 
every part of the fhip, and exprefled 
himfelf greatly fatisfied with the or- 
der and regularity in which he found 
every, thing on board ; and, after 
having itaid upwards of . two . hours, 
returned to the yacht about (even 
o'clock, being ialuted, upon his 
leaving the fhip, with a royal folate 
of twenty »oncgnn$. 

April 2.7. Monday. At nine o'clock 
his- Majefty went again on board the 
Victory, where he had. a levee, when 
the. Captains and officers of his. fhips 
at Sheernefs and the Nore were pre- 
sented to him. His Majefty, after 
continuing on board about three 
quarters of an, hour, went into his 
barge, preceded by Rear Admiral 
Campbell as before, rowed down to 
Srheernefs, and landed in the dock- 
yard at ten o'clock, where he was re- 
ceived by Lord Amherft, the Com- 
miffioners of the navy, and officers of 
the yard. Upon his landing, he was 
ialuted by the guns of the garrifon ; 
the artificers and workmen gave his 
Majefty three cheers, and afterwards 
difperied to their refpecHve duties. 
His Majefty then proceeded to view 
the fhips fitting in the docks, and 
went round the Polyphemus, of fixty- 
four guns, ftanding in her frame to 
ieafon ; and from thence to the maft- 
houfe, ; hoat-houfe, and other work- 
ing-houfes: His Majefty then went 
into the garrifon, walked round 
the ramparts, and viewed the bat- 
teries, attended by Lord Amherft, 
and the officers of the garrifon : he 
afterwards went into the naval and 



ordnance ftore-houfes. Ifw Majefty 
then viewed that part of the yard 
which has lately been enlarged fot 
flowing away a greater quantity of 
timber ; and exprefled much fatis&c- 
tion at finding it fb amply ftonexL 
At twelve o'clock his Majefty left tha 
yard, and rowed to the yacht at 
Blaekfl&Ioea ; and as foon as the tide 
was. made, at half paft one o'clock 
weighed and failed, being faluted by 
the Vi&ory, the garrifon of Shcer- 
neft, the fhips at the Nore, ^nd the 
forts, as he pafled* The wiad: being 
fair from the Nore, his Majefty land- 
ed at Greenwich at tweWc at night, 
where bis carriages and efcort were 
ready to receive him ; and arrived in 
about three quarters of an hour, in per- 
fect health, at St. James's. [Gaxtttc, 

REMARKS. 

Aprils 1778* 

The laft Gazette, which, though 
not fo intitled, is in truth^an Extra* 
ordinary Gazette, has filled me with 
pleafuM and aftonifhraent, and will, 
it cannot be doubted, Ibike our ene-* 
mies with terror and difinay. Our 
pfeudo patriots have laboured through 
this whole feffion to iinprefs the 
people with an opinion that we were 
in a very unprepared ftate, for war, 
efpecially that our navy was in a 
wretched condition, and our ftorea 
(of timber particularly) very inade* 
quate to the purpofe of rendering it 
refpeftable. This gave courage to 
our enemies, and cauied great dcj.ee* 
tion amohgft ourfelves ; out, which 
was much worfe, it raifed. fame fcif- 
picions unfavourable to theothcrwift 
immaculate Fir ft Lord of the Admi- 
ralty. 

To the evidence, accounts and ar- 
guments produced on this occauoo, 
that nobie Lord, with the. gjwatdfc 
propriety, oppofed the teffcrnojay of 
the free and uninfluenced votes of the 
majority in both Houfes of Pariia* 
ment, Thefe gave much confbla- 
tion, and were not a little JkisfeAory 
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to«ar own people : but it was thought 
that this teftimony had not equal 
weight with our enemies, owing to 
their not having equally perfect 
knowledge of thole by whom it was 
borne. 

Lord Sandwich, therefore, very 
wifely feraed the opportunity of the 
recefs of Parliament to provide him- 
felf with another witnefs* and this no 
lefs a perfonage than the King him* 
felf, who, with a mixture of conde- 
fcenflon and magnanimity never to 
be enough loved and admired, has 
become, out of affection to the noble 
Lord* an eye witnefs of the itrength 
of his navy, and the abundance of 
his ftores {particularly timber) and 
that through a feries of labours, hard- 
ship and danger, both by fea and 
land, not to be parallelled in the hi- 
ftory of any other Prince in the fame 
fpace of time. 

Of this Royal military expedition 
he has gracioufly permitted the afore- 
faid Earl of Sandwich to give a very 
minute account in the London Ga- 
zette ; and I may venture to affirm, 
without being fufpecled of flattery, 
that the portion of hiftory which will 
be hereafter fupplied by this Gazette, 
will be one of the molt mining pages 
in the annals of George the Third, 
ear prefent illnfbious Sovereign. 
The rapidity of his march in a chaife 
and four from St. James's to Green- 
wich ; his inftant embarkation in a 
barge at the Hofpital flairs; his 
-quitting the barge,- and afcending 
die Augufta yacht; his committing 
his iacred perfon into that yacht to 
the mercy o^the. waves of the furious 
Thames, and, without convoy, to the 
danger-of the enemy, in the voyage 
from Greenwich to the Nore; his 
'bold entrance into the River Med- 
way, and:his perilous but fuccefsful 
pulh all the wayup to Chatham, j the 
patience and confrincy with which he 
endured the fatigues of the fea ; the 
intrepidity and daring, fpirit with 
which he pafled through the fire of fo 



many and fueh great flaps ^aml bat* 
teries ; — thefe exploits, properly-em- 
blazoned by the pen of Scotch hifto* 
riographers, fhall excite as modi re- 
fpect and veneration to his memory, m 
onr pofterity,. as ths faithful, though 
unadorned, narratve given *in the 
Gazette by Lord Sandwich has ratted 
of wonder and appiwufe in its to the 
living Prince. \ *.•-•- . 

Indeed, Sir, this Gazette "has 
charmed me. beyond meafure. I re- 
member to have read-in the fame pa v 
per, the detail of Hawke's and Bof- 
cawen's victories over the French 
fleets ; but thefe fall as fhort of the 
prefent in the importance of the aci 
tion, and the beautiful fimplicity o£ 
the narrative, as Hawke and flof- 
cawen were inferior to the Earl of 
Sandwich and his Majefty in naval 
and military fltill, courage, and con- 
duct. 

I cannot readily quit a fubjed 
which delights me fo highly. Let us 
attend the Royal military expedition 
in imagination ; for imagination 
alone can keep pace with its rapidity. 

See our Sovereign then diAIaining 
the indolent, the balmy blefling of 
fleep, and tearing him'felf from the 
arms of a fond and beauteous confort* 
and the endearing ftruggles of hig 
'much-loved children, and actually 
mounting his chaife about halffa.fi 
nine in the morning. The light* 
horfe fly ; the pofliliions crack their 
whips ; the wheels glow ; the duft 
rifes in clouds ; and the King is at 
Greenwich Hofpital, without repofe 
or refreshment, abvut ten o'clock. 
Amaaing expedition ! Confummate 
temperancet invincible perfeverance ! 
It dors not appear even that his Ma- 
jefty had hreakfafted before he fee 
out. We are juftified in' affirming, 
-that the King had not breakfafted, 
as if is impoflible /that a bufmefs, 
equal, *at leail, 'in its. importance to 
any inane whole expedition, fhould 
have- been "ora. tted 'by ib min,ute-fc 
narrator, and fo jealous of his vera- 
city, 



Digitized by 



Google 



( t 2 8 ) 



city, « to mark the fetting out add 
arrival with the word about— about 
half an hour paft nine, about ten 
o'clock. This is not only a fenfible; 
but a confcientious caution; One 
precedent for it in narration occurs to 
me. Paretics, a boafting profligate 
coward, in the aft of betraying hid 
mailer to the enemy,, has' informed 
thofe who catechife him* that there 
were in his army fix thoufand foot ; 
but recollecting himfelf, adds, pray 
fet down about— fay about fix thou- 
fand ; for I will tell the truth t 
though I were to be hanged for it, 

Excufe this digreflion to the hifto* 
rian from his hero ; to him we now 
return. What repofe or refrefhment 
does labouring Majefty feek at the 
Royal Hofpital at Greenwich?— 
None !— Attended by Gold Stick, 
Sandwich, and other great fea officers, 
the King enters his barge, and, firmly 
Jwrfifting in his great defigns, pro- 
ceeds to the Augufta yacht, without 
cafting one look of regret on the 
fhore which recedes from his view ; 
even to the very middle of the river 
he proceeds, and there— O guard 
him ye protecting angels! — aicends 
the gawdy veflels gikfed fides. He 
waits impatiently for a returning tide, 
and then, at one o'clock, the full- 
fwelled fails force the terrific fhip 
over the roaring waves* But the 
terrors of the ocean are not the only 
ones which afTail him : he partes, 
without even a change of countenance, 
through a fierce and continual hre 
from Woolwich Warren, — and from 
Tilbury Fort, — and from Gravefend. 

Patient to endure and refolute to 
atchieve, the King confronts the con* 
joined horrors of darknefs and of the 
ocean.— All night long he continues 
his voyage ; and early on Saturday 
morning^poflefTesthe Nore, and en- 
counters, nay, courts new dangers. 
He pafles clofe under a whole line of 
men of war, commanded by Admiral 
Campbell, from every one of which 



he received a difch'arge of tw^nty-c*n£ 

funs. Having thus mattered the 
arbour,- he advances to the town of 
Chatham, which he takes at half paft 
eight o'clock; but not. without firfl 
fuftainingarf heavy fire from the gar-, 
rifon at Sfieernefs, from an hundred 
gun fhip lurking at Blackftakes ; 
from GUlingham Fort, and alfo from 
Upnor Cattle. 
O tandem magnis pelagi defunfie pe- 

riclit 
Bed terra gra&iora mane fit* 

At three quarters paft eight, the 
victorious Monarch landed in the 
King's yard ; there the artificers and 
workmen in a body gave him thre« 
cheers ; and then difperiing fepa- 
rately, refumed their employment of 
chipping blocks.*— At length, the 
exhaufted man makes the unwearied 
King fubmit to fome repofe. He re- 
frefhes himfelf for a fhort time only 
at the CommiffioneVs houfe, and 
then refumes. his labours. He views 
the works carrying on in the yard ; 
then takes the London of ninety 
guns ; then the Suffolk of feventy-* 
four; arid, laftly, the Meander of 
fifty* After thefe atchievements, to 
acquire a fundamental knowledge of 
the navy, the King looked at the bou 
torn of the Suffolk, and finding the 
matter there perfectly laudable, he 
viewed fevexal other {hips, and a 
fmith's (hop. 

It would be endlefs, Sir, to dwell 
upon every particular ;-—take them 
then in fhort ; — he viewed the ftore- 
houfe, and he looked at the matt* 
pond, at the maft-houfe and boat* 
houfes. He examined very atten* 
tively the Jhek o£ timbers, and thert 
went into the rope and hemp-houfes* 
Preparing now to embark again, the 
alarm from the danger which his 
Majefty was about to encounter was 
fuch, that an hymn was fung in full 
chorus, praying God to fave him, the 
band being led by Lord Sandwich* 
The piety of Lord Sandwich prevail* 
\- i ed, 
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*£ arid 1 the Kiijg got fafir on board 
the Augufla yacht at half pail twelve 
O'clock* _■.'■ ,., .'./.'. > , - , t . .. 
.* Not fatisfiea with the triumphs of 
the morning^ the , unwearied Mo- 
narch efTe&ed another landing in the 
afternoon; -, The labours we^re of the 
fame kind ; the inlpection of old ropes * 
in the magazines, and damaged bif-, 
£uit and ialt pork in the Victualling t 
Office, equally critical ! and minute, 
The^ni^Ht reftofed him to /hbrt re-! 
pofein the Auguftaryacht. , 
t Next day being Sunday, (no Sab-' 
Bath-day to him)' he forced thp fines,' 
and ic^sed on the barracks of Chat-* 
ham ; reviewed a. battalion, under-, 
went ajpublic levee, and received the 
fubmiffion of . Rgdiefler from the 
Mayor; arid his brethren^ and fup-' 
ported Kimfclf under a panegyric pro-* 
nounced by the Recorder. of that city.* 
Thus ended the firftpirt of the-Ga-. 
zette account (by authority) of this 
Royal expedition, leaving us in the' 
dark as to what Ss become of his Ma-, 
jefty ; this we Jrope Js not owing to 
Lord SahdwicVs negligence, but ra- 
ther to tie fetrecy neceffary to infure 
the fuccefa of his flifajefty's next ope- 
rations r t If fo, we may pardon that 
noble Lord for die omifllon; espe- 
cially as he tells us that all ranks of 
people expreflfed their Satisfaction at 
feeing his Nlajefty'; as his Majeiry did 
his particular iatisfaftion zt feeing tht 
iim&er* 

Log-Book. 



• St. James's, May j, 1/78'. . 

The King and Queen fet out on 
the 2d inftant, at fix in the morning^, 
from t?he Queen's Houfe, and arrived 
at Fortrrhouth about three quarters. 
baft twelve, when they were faluted 
By all the guns rburfd the works, and 
the garrifon. 

Their Majefties got to the Com- 
rniffioner's houfe about one o'clock,^ 
efcbrted by a party of the third bij 
C^jjeen'i regiment of dragoon guards,. 
His Majefty* was attended by the" 
' Vol' VI. - ** ' 



t 
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Marquis, of Lothian, Gold Stick in 
waiting; the Honourable Colonels 
Sjt. John #nd. Hircourt, two of his 
^id-de-carnps * ajnd Lieutenant-ee- 
neral Carpenter ^ his" Equerry in wait- 
ing 3' and her Maje^ by the Marquis 
of Carmarthen," Loia.Cnainierlani of T 
her t Majeffy's houfhold ; and • the 
Couritcfs,of Egremont, put of the 
Ladies of her bed-chamber. The 
ilandard was immediately hoitfe4 in 
the dock-yard* and the workmen af* 
fcmbled, and gave their Majeibes &-> 
yeral ' cheers . as' tKey pajfcL Their 
Majeures Were received at the door of 
the Commiftiorier's houfe by the Earl 
of Sandwichi Lord Amherft,* Heu^ 
tenant-general Monckton, the Com- 
mHBoners of the navy, and the Cqm- 
miflioners and' officers of the yard;- 
His Majefty left tne houfe at half pa* 
five o'clock in, the afternoon, to viiit 
the vard ; walked through the deal- 
yard; viewed the ;Warriour of f«~ 
yentyrfour guns,, building; pafled<' 
the item of the Marlborough, of fe-^ 
venty-four £J*ns, in dock repairing ; 
viewed the^-ion and Vigilant, of 
fixty-four guns, In the bafon, and the 
Centaur, of feventy-four gups, all* 
fitting for 'fea.'- Several of the ani-, 
fleets were aflemUed, and fang \t\ 
fall chorus the Tongs' of God fa<ue the : 
King t Fame let thy trumpet found, 
arid Britons ftrike home ; after which, 
they gave his Majefty three cheers-. 
His Majefty then looked at the Fox,, 
oi twenty-eight guns, preparing to 
be fheathed with copper > paued the 
ftefn of the Burford, of fevertfy-fottjr 
guns,- in the dock renting j viewed 
3ie refervoir; and the vrt>rks in thet 
boat-feoufe channel ; then proceeded 
to the New. Qround, where the 
St. George, of ninety guns, was 
building, a]fo the Leopa^, of fifty 
guns, on a new flip. The company 
of the Refoiution, of feventy-fouV 
guns, which lay opppfite, gave three 
cfieers * as his Majefty pafled. His 
Majesty faw the Crocodile and Suxy- 
ice, of twenty-four guns each, Ijujldj 
S * " * ing; 
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ing i he then, went into the fmith's 
fhop, where the men were employed 
on a large anchor ; then into the 
boat-houfe ; and returned to the ' 
Commiffioner's houfe about . feven 
O'clock. , 

. Sunday, May 3. At ten o'clock 
their Majefties went to the garrifon' 
chapel, where they heard divine fer- 
vice, and a fermon preached by the' 
Reverend Mr. Cuthbert. Afterwhich 
tfieir Majefties had a public levee at 
the Governor's houfe, and .were wait- 
ed on by the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Corporation of Portsmouth; and the 
Recorder firft addreffed his Majefty in 
the following words : , ' 
To the King's Moft Excellent Majefty. 
Moil gracious Sovereign, " 
We, your Majefty's moft faithful 



( »3<5- )y 

corder, Aldermen, and Burgeffes of 
Portfmouth, embrace with great joy 
and fatisfa&ion this happy opportu- 
nity of cxpreffing our zeal and affec- 
tion to your Majefty's jperfon, and our 
gratitude for the honour your Ma- 
jefty has done this place by your pre- 
fence. 

The pleafure, Madam, we fed 

Tn this occafion is' greatly increaf- 
when we reflect that we are pay- 
ing our duty to a'Princefs, whofe 
virtues adorn her fe±, and whofe ex- 
ample, we hope, jni\1 be productive 
of much public and private happinefs- 
in thefe kingdoms. 

It is our fincere prayer, Madam, 
that your Majefty may long continue 
to be the ornament and delight of 
this country ; a.nd that the throne of 



lubjecis, the 'Mayor/ Aldermen, and' Britain may be filled by your Royal 
Bargefles of Porqmoutb, beg leave at progeny to the lateft pbfterity. 



this critical conjuncture to tender our 
fentiments of duty and afteclion to 
your Majefty, and our inviolable at- 
tachment to our free and happy Con- 
futation^ . Anxious for the glory of* 
your Majefty's, reign, and for the 
profperity of every part of your do- 
minions, we obferve with tbe'deepeft 
concern the progrefs of the prefent 
dangerous and alarming troubles in 
America. We therefore moll humbly 
implore your Majefty, gracioufly tp 
permit us to exprefe our moft fervent 
hopes, that Providence will grant fuc- 
cefs to ypur endeavours for effecting a 
fpeedy reftoration of peace and tran- 
quility ; and that you may enjoy a 
long and prosperous reign over a free 
and happy people. 

; This addrefs was very gracioufly 

deceived by his Majefty. 

- They were afterwards introduced 
to the Queen, and addreffed her Ma- 
jefty in the. following words : 

To the Queen's Moft Excellent 
Y ' Majefty. 

The humble Addrefs of the Mayor, 
: 'Recorder, Aldermen, and Bur- 

- geffes of Portfmouth. s 

* -We, your Majefty's moft faithful 
and loyal fubjeto; the Mayor, Jte- 



"er Majefty was pleafed to receive 
this addrefs with the greateft affabi- 
lity and condefcenfion. The Mayor, 
Aldermen, Recorder, and Corpora- 
tion, had then the' honour of kifling 
their Majefties hands. The Admirals 
and Captains of the fleet, and the of- 
ficers of the army, were prefented at 
the levee, were gracioufly received, 
and had the honour to kifs their Ma- 
jefties hands; as were a very great 
number of the nobility and gentry of 
the neighbourhood, and from other 
parts. 

- Men Jay, May 4. The King left 
the yard at feven this morning,' 
and went to the gun-wharf; viewed 
the ordnance ftores, and ftofe-houfcs ; 
and returned to the yard about eight 
o'clock. At a quarter paft nine, the 
Queen went in the barge to the yacht, 
Which* lay half way to Spithead, at- 
tended by the Couhtefs of Egre- 
mont/ the Earl of Sandwich, and the . 
Marquis of Carmarthen. The barge 
was preceded by Admiral Pye with 
his flag flying, and followed by the 
other Admirals and Captains in their 
boats, drawn up in four regular lines, 
amounting to fifty boats. The Sand- 
wich, of ninety guris, Elizabeth, 
Cumberland, 



Digitized by 



Google 



( i3» ) 



Cumberland, and Berwick, of fe- 
venty-four guns each, and Pallas, of 
thirty-fix, in harbour, inanned Hups, 
and gave her Majefty three cheers 
as the barge pafled. On getting 
but of the harbour, the guns' of 
the platform, the block-houfe,, fort, 
and South' Sea Caftle, faluted her 
Majefty as fhe pafled. Her Majefty 
got on board the yacht at half paft 
nine. ■ All" the (hips at Spithead were 
manned, and the fleet faluted her 
Majefty with , twenty-one guns each. 
At a quarter paft ten the barge re- 
turned ;o the dock-yard, and bis 
Majefty embarked on board her, at- 
tended by the Admirals and Captains 
in their boats, in the fame manner as 
her Majefty: the Marquis of Lothian, 
Lord Amherft, the Honourable Co- 
lonel Harcourt and Colonel St. John, 
and Lieutenant-general Carpenter, 
were in the boat with the King ; the 
mips in the harbour gave three cheers 
as his Majefty patted, and he was fa- 
luted, by the platform, block-houfe, 
and South Sea Caftle. 

On the King's" arrival at Spithead, 
all the (hips were manned, and fainted . by fea an4 land*, 
his Majefty. His Majefty was rowed * The King 'went into his barge 
through the fleet, and received three 
cheers as he pafled each fhip. " H}s 
Majefty was alfo faluted by' a great 
number of merchant flaps which lay 
" in Stokes Bay. At half paft eleven 
jthe King went on board the Prince 
George of ninety guns/ (Admiral 
Keppel) where the Standard was im- 
mediately hoifted, the fleet falutkig 
, with twenty-one guns each/, ." J 

The yacht" with her Majefty : on 
board, attended by the Earl of Sand- 
wich, the Marquis of Carmarthen, 
and the Countefs of Egremont, failed 
round the fleet; the fhips were all 



onboard. Hi* Majefty, during hi$ 
ftay on board, faw the men at their 
quarters, when they performed their 
levtral exercifes of the great guns and 
fmall arms ; after which his Majefty 
received allthe Captains of the fleet 
upon the quarter '' deck. At one 
o'clock the &ing left the Prince 
George, and went into his barge, re- 
ceiving three, cheers. The barge was 
preceded by Admiral Pye in hisjbarge, 
and followed by the Admirals and 
Captains in the fleet in their barges, 
and went on board fhe ^yacbv which 
lay at anchor to tfce windward of dip 
fleet, at half paft one,, where their 
Majefties dined, the King under an 
awning on the quarter deck; the Flag x 
Officers, Generate, and thofe of his 
Majefty's fuite, having thp honour 
to dine at his table. ■ 

At half paft four the Queen's 
health was drank, followed by a ge- 
neral falute from the fleet of twenty- 
one guns each. The fame falute wa» 
"repeated a few minutes after," when 
his Majefty drank to the profperity of 
the navy, and to all^his good fubje&s 



fix o'clock^, and rowed round the 

'fleet; each Ihip manned, and gavp 
three cheers as his Majefty paffed by : 

"he then returned* on board the' yacht* 
and came into the harbour, being fa- 
luted by the whole fleet, and'thefe- 
veral forts as before, and by a nanw 

-ber of cannon from the fhores of 
Portfmouth'and Gofport. Their Ma- 
jefties left the yacht at half paft eight* 

' landed at the dockyard, and went to 
the Commiflioner's houfe. 

The day being very fine, an incre- 
dible number of vefTels, p"Ieafure 
yachts and boats attended their Ma- 
manned, and gave three cheers as fye jefties; and on their return in the 



yacht pafled 

At half paft twelve the fleet faluted 
the Queen with twenty-one guns each 
fhip, as her Majefty pafTed by the 
Prince George, where the Royal 
Standard was" flying, the King being 



/ 



evening, all thehoufes of Portsmouth 
and Gofport were illuminated, as 
jtfiey had been the preceding evening. 

Port/mouth, Tuefdan Jtfay 5. IJis 
Majefty came* from the Commiflion- 
er*s houfe at half paft fix o'clock this 

S 2 morning, 
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mornings and walked .to the Bur ford' 
bf feventy guns, and down into the 
iiock to fee the workmen drive the 
treenails and caulk'tfer bottom j- theii 
to the Centacff Of feyenty-four guns ; 
andinto the dock" to fee $e fhip 1 
Wrights put on' the lheathlng/ *' 

At nine o'clock their Majefties lef£ 
the yard, arid went to the Glacis near 
South-Sea Coxnmony Where his Ma- 
jefty reviewed the 25th regiment of 
foot, commanded by Lieutcnant-gei. 
Tieral £ord George LenOx. 'The' re- 
giment went through 'their feveral 
Tmancetivres'with thegrtateft exact- 
ilefs and regularity. * ~ * ,c 
? The Queen afterwards came to the 
^arrifon; alighted at '' the platform 1 , 
And walked along the ramparts to jl 
J^aftion, where a pavilion was erected 
for her accommodation, ftdvri whence 
her Majefty had a full view of the 
fleet at Spithead. ' A prodigious con> 
"courfe of gentry and people aJTembled 
on this occafion. : 

L ' Her Majefty returned to the Com- 
niffioner's houfe about one o'clock. 
' His Majefty went from the review 
to fee the new fortifications erecting 
round the .Common" for the better 
protection of the ifock-yard, and re- 
turned about half t>aft 'one, ainidft 
the acclamations *of many thoufand 
: people who attended him flie whole 
AVay. : " 

At fix o'clock his Majefty faw the 
"rope-houfes; and feveral ' other ftore- 
~houfes j then went' to the academy, 
looked at the model of the' former 
Victory of one. hundred guiis, and 
then pa/Ted ifoto. the fcSbol, and 
( examined the drawings J arid per- 
formances of the young gentlemen, 
Which he honoured with his appro- 
: bation ; frem hence he returned to 
the new rope-houfe, arid vifited the 
Ttmainder of the ftore-houfes ; after- 
wards walked through the yard to 
the new ground, Went into the St. 
George of ninety guns, whofe frame 
is nearly compleated, and returned 



to the Commjffiqner's Jioufij xt a 
/quarter paft eight b^cfock/^ " u * 
l - Wtdnefday^ May 6Y Their Ma r 
1efties;at halfpaft nine Ms morning; 
went into the rope-h6ufe r and favfr 
.every branch of that manufacture! 
Her Majefty returned immediately; 
and the King went in -tile barge to 
the victualling brew^houfe at WeeA 
viU>* viewed 'the' works carrying on 
there, "and returned to the yard at 
half paft twelve; v ' ; L ' : * ; : 
(i His Majefty then vyalked into fchie 
town of P6rtfmouth\tp inject the 
victualling-office "and . ftore-houfes 5 
whiih having been thoroughly ex- 
amined, he proceeded' to the marine 
barracks, and then came 'back to the 
yard, went into the rigging-houfe; 
and returned to fhe Coramtfuoner's 
"htfufe at half paitone o'clock. 
'** About fix in the'evening their Ma- 
jefties walked acrois the jard to the 
fmitlfs fhop, and faw the ; men re- 
"pairing the fhank of a large anchor '; 
"and in their way home l6oked at the 
'ftone docks, and the fhips building 
and repairing, and returned at half 
paft feven. " * : f * ! ' • 

*_ T&urfday, May j. Their Majefties 
intended to have vifitecl the yard 
; again this" morning, but were pre* 
Vented-, the weather proving very 
' windy with* much raiiij ^The dock- 
men aflembled before the ' Commif- 
6oner > s houfe, and Tung' a/ fong in 
horfour of her Majefty, who continued 
* it 'the front window all the time. It 
"was followed by three cheers from 
-the whole body of workmen. 

Their* Majefties fetput at half pall 

.eleven- this morning for the feat of 

"the late Earl of Halifax, at Stanftead, 

' in SuiTex, about twelve miles off, 

and returned at a quarter pad three 

to dinner. 

His Maje"fty went about fix in the 
evening, in his barge up the har- 
bour, on board the Britannia, of one 
hundred guns, and the Royal Wil- 
liam, of eighty-four, looked into 

every 
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|Bv<gy part of thefe ftups^ andreturned Moll Gracious Sovereign, 

to the yard about eight o'clock. We, your Majefty's dutiful an4 

1 Friday,' Msy 8. jrjis Majefty went loyal fubuefts, the Roman Catholic 
'about half paft fix this moaning under Peers ana Commoners of your king* 
t^e bottom of a frigate of twenty- dom of Great Britain, moil humbly 

hope, that it cannot be offenfive t» 
the clemency of your Majefty's na- 
ture, or to the maxims of your juijb 
and wife Government, that any part 
of your fubje&s mould approach your 
Koyal prefence, to allure your Ma- 
jefty of the refpe&ful afte&on which 
they bear to your perfon, and their 
true attachment to the civil ConiU* 
tution of their country; which having 
been perpetuated through all changes 
of religious opinions and eftablim- 
.ments, has been at length perfe&ed 
by that Revolution which has placed 
your Majefty's illuilrious houfe on the 
throne of thefe kingdoms, and inse- 
parably united your title to the Crowp 
with the laws and liberties of your 
people. 

Our exclufion from many of the 
benefits of that Conftitution has not 
diminished our reverence to it. We 
behold with fatisfa&ion the felicity of 
our fellow fubjecls: and we partake 
of the general proiperity which refults 
fr«m an inftitution fo full of wifdora- 
We have patiently fubmitted to fucii 
rcftriftions and difcouragements as 
the Legiflature thought expedient. 
We have thankfully received iuch re- 
laxations of the rigour of the laws, 
as the mildnels of an enlightened 
age, and the benignity of your Ma- 
jefty's Government, have gradually 
produced : and We fubmiflively wait, 
without prefuming to fuggeit either 
time or meafure, for fuch other in- 
dulgence, as thofe happy caufes cap- 
not fail, in their own feafontoefte£. 
We beg leave to allure your Ma- 
jefty, that our diflent from the legal 
eftablifhment, in matters of religion, 
is purely conscientious ; that we hold 
no opinions averfe to your Majefty's 
Government, or repugnant to the du . 
ties of good citizens. And we truft, 
that this has been {hewn more decU 
iively.by pur irreproachable conduel: 

•r 



eight guns, to fee the workmen 
fhe^the l>er with copper, where his 
Majefty ftaid near half an hour* 

At tea o'clock ' their Maiefcies 
went, in tie barge, on board the 
Princefs AuguJta yacht, and failed in 
her through the feet at Spithead to 
St. Helens, and returned toAeM^ther 
Bank, where fhe came to an anchor. 
"About fix in the evening the yacht, 
with their Majefties qn board, failed 
through' the merchant J(hips ip Stokes 
Pay^ and left Spithead abont half paft 
{even to go into die harbour; 'then 
parting with the fleet, they received 
a royal falute from every ihip, of 
twenty-one guns, and the fame from 
South-Sea' Cattle, ^lockhoufc Fort, 
and the" faluting battery of the town, 
as thpy pafied them in their way intd 
the harbo or. T^eir Majefties landed 
at eight tfclock, ana went tp the 
CommiJppner's" houfe, before which 
the workmen were uflembled, who 
gave three cheers; and then difperfed. 
$t* Jam&'s, Majg. 

This morning, about half paft 
eight o'clock, their Majefties got into 
their poA-chaife at Portimouth, and 
arrived at the Qaeep's houfe' at half 
an hour paft four o'clock. 

[London Gazette. 

St. James's, May 2. 

The following addrefs of the Ro- 
man CathoUc fejers and Commoners 
of Great-Britain' has been prefented 
to, his Majefty by the Earl of Surrey 
and the Right honourable the Lords 
Linton and Petre, being introduced 
by the Lord of his Majefty's bed- 
chamber in waiting: which addrefs 
his Majefty was pleafed to receive 
very gracioufly : 

To the King's Moft Excellent Majefty. 
The humble addrefs of the Roman 

Catholic Peers and Commoners of 

Great JJritain. 
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for many years paft, under cjrcum- 
ftances of public difcountrnance and 
<HfpIeafure, than it can be manifefted 
i)y any declaration whatever.-; 

In a time of public dariger; when 
your Majefty's mbjecls can have but 
one intereft, and ought to *have but 
one wifh, and one'fenfimerit, we 
dumbly hope it will not Be deemed 
improper to aflure your 'Majefty of 
our unreferyed affection to your Go- 
vernment, of our unalterable attach- 
ment to the caufe and 'welfare of this 
our common country, and our tetter 
deteftation of jthe defigns and 'view* 
of any foreign power, againftfhe'dig- 
nity of your Majefty's Crown,' and 
fafety and tranquility of your Ma- 
jefty's fubje&s. 
\ ' The delicacy of our fituation is 
ftch, that we do not prefume to point 
out the particular means by which 
We may fee allowed to teftify our zeal 
to your Majefty, and our wim.es to 
Yetve our country; 'but we entreat 
leave faithfully to allure your Ma- 
jefty, that we mall be perfectly ready, 
on every occafion, to eive fuch proofs 
of our fidelity, and the purity of our 
intentions,- as your Majefty's wifdom, 
and the fenfe of" the nation mail at 
any time deem expedient. 
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Treaty ^Friendship, Qua-: 
ranteb, and Commerce, ton- 
. eluded between the. King our Lord 
. and the Mofi FahhfulQgzw, and 
t ratified by his Majtfy, in del Par do,- 
. the z^tho/March'f 1778. 
>D$n Carlos i 6j the .Grace of God, 
King;ofSpainyl$ct&t. •. 
Whereas, .for the tranquility and/ 
common -benefit of^my eflate, and 
thofeof the moft p<fcverful Princefs> 
Uonna Maria,; the-Moft Faithful. 
Queen of ; Portugal,, jfcere has been. 



*35 ) 

* agreed Upon arid f gried at the' rafsi 
. feat -del Padro, on the nth of this 
prefent month of March, 1778, by 
my MiniEer .Plenipotentiary Don 
Jofeph-Monifao, Count de Florida 
Blaaca, .and by. the Mihiftef Plenipo- 
tentiary: of the (aid Moft Faithful 
Queen Dorr Ynocenda de Souzav 
Coutinho, a treaty of . neutrality, 
guarantee^ and commerce, in which 
are revalidated afld.Mplained the for- 
nie'r trefties which iubfift between 
Spain and • Portugal, the tenor of 
which treaty of neutrality* guarantee,- 
and commerce, is word for word as 
follows:- 
- In the name of the Holy Trinity. 
By the firft article of the. preliminary-' 
treaty of limits or boundaries, happily 
concluded between the two Crowns 
of Spain and Portugal, and their re- 
fpecltrve Plenipotenuaries>at St. Ylde- 
fonfc, on the ift of O&ober laft year, 
1 777>.were confirmed and revalidat- 
ed,' the treaties of peace iblemnized 
between the two Crowrif sfore&id, 
in Liibon, the 13th of February, 
i663, in Utrecht, the 6th of Fe- 
bruary,. i7iCr and in. Paris,, on the 
lothof ihe&me month :o£ February, 
1763, as they are found inferted, 
word for word, in the berore-men- 
tioned.treaty of 1777, as far as they 
were not leflened by that. . ;. . . : 
The two treaties of .Lirbonand 
Utrecht which are mentioned, and 
are at prefent renewed, have been, 
and efpeciaily the firft, the bans and 
ground-work ofthe reconciliation and 
j urt&bn . of the two . monarchies, 
Spain and Portugal,, to be brought 
in the ftate in which t^ey are; on this 
day, *refpec~fcng one* the other, and 
thereby were both guarantied by the 
Kings of 'Great-Britain. But as the ' 
already^mentioned treaty of Paris,of 
the 10th of February, *V$3> did, by 
the exprsffion of tbcsift article, and, 
others, raife lome doubts and difficult 
ties, by which ambiguous meaning 
thKbftfisjwas laid for mauy disagree- 
ments; /which occurred in the South 
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$eas/ between the vaflab of the two. 
Crowns. Is the like manner, othej; 
articles and expreffion* . of the two 
former treaties of Lifbon aad Dtrecht, 
and various points which fince .then 
remain depending and are not *x- 
plained to this hour, mighty in rim* 
to come,- be productive of equal of 
greater difputes,' or at leaft fcreetful^ 
nefs, and, in observance of the 
teaty, caufe new difcords: . 

Their Catholic And Moft tf anhfol 
Majefttes, wifhing for ever to prevent;' 
or foreclofe fucK hazards, and kinder 
its consequences, have referred, by 
means of this preferit treaty, reli- 
giouily to comply with: the faid at- 
tide, No. I. of the preliminary 
treaty of 1777* to give the liability 
and explanation which the ancier-t, 
confirmed treaties demand, and; by 
that means, eftablifh the mbft perma- 
nent indiffblubie union and friertd- 
fhtp between the two Gftwrfs* which 
tleir natural iituation, the vicinity 
of their territories, (he ancient ana 
modern connections, and cemfangui*- 
nity of their refpeitive Sovereigns, 
the identity of origin, and the reci- 
procal intereil of the two nations 
claims. 

In order then to effecluate fo lami- 
able, gieat* aad profitable a work, 
the moll high* mbff mighty,, and 
xnonY potent Priace, Don Carlos the 
Third, King of Spain and the Indies, 
aod thie anoft high and moft puhTant 
Princess Donna Maria, Queen of 
Portugal, the Aigarves, &c; agree to 
nominate their refpeSive Elenipoteni 
ttaries* to wit, his Catholic Majeityy 
the Ktog of Spain, his Excellency 
Don Jofeph ^ionnino, Conntde.FJo- 
rida Blanca, Knight of the Royal 
Order of Charles the Third, this 
Counfclfcr of State and difpatches, 
Snperintendant 0/ the land and ma* 
ripe departme'nts, and Poft-mafter- 
general in. Spain and the Indies ; and 
IrerMoft-FaithfulMajefty the Queen 
ot Portugal, his 'Excellency JOott 
Francifco Vnocencio . de Soitza Cou- 
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tino, iirightofthi Order of Chnit/ 
a Member of her Council, and her 
Afltttaflador at the Court of Spain, to' 
aft for thf ir refpeftive Sovereigns* 
fhey die Pienipotentaries having re- 
ceived their inftruftions and power 
in due form,, have agreed,' m the. 
names of both their Monarchs, to 
upon the following articles : 
1. ,A*t. I % Agreeable to the cpmpaf£t 
between the two Crowns, in the faid' 
renewed treity, the 13 th of February, 
j 668, and femaflcabjy in -the articles 3 , 
7, 10, and 11, and for the better ex- 
planation of the firrie, following other 
ancient treaties to which' the; faid! 
articles refer,' which, were adhered to 
in the time of King Don Sebaftian, 
and thofe entered into between Eng- 
land and Spain; on the 15th of^No- 
vembef 1630, and the 23d of May, 
1667^ m which' likewife. extended to 
Portugal, thofe highcotftraclingPow- . 
ers declare, for tftemfelves,' and in 
the names of their heirs and fuccef- 
fors, that the peace and friend/hip;' 
which they have eftablimedf; and 
which fhall be obferved between their 
rerpeftive fubjecls, in the whole ex- 
tent of their vaft dominions in the 
Old and New World, is to be, in 
conformity to the alliance and 
good underftariding between the two 
Crowns, in the qme aforesaid, df. 
the Kings Charles" the Fifft, and Phi- 
lip the Second, of Spin, Don Ma- 
nuel, and Don Sebaftian, of Porta- 
gal,< their Catholic and Moll Faith- 
ful Majefties,* and their vaffals, 7 af % 
fording to each other fuch help aiid 
gooddffices as behove true and faithful 
allies and friends, ittfcmuch that the 
due lhall labour fbr the good and in- 
tereft of the Other, and prevent reci- 
procally, impending damagg, dan- 
ger, ark prejudices; as much as : in^ 
their power lies) ami When and 
wheferoever it threa'tetieth 4 

Art. II. Itf cWifiquence of th#> 
compacTf declared or let forth in the 
preceding article^ and *what the re* 
newed ancient tfta&s fufthe* exprefcr 
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Snd others "which they refer to, that 
they may not be derogated from by 
any of their fucceflbrs, their Catholic 
and Moft Faithful Majefties promife> 
not to enter, one againft the other, 
nor again their pofleflion, in either 
part of the world, in war, alliance, 
treaties, nor agreements, nor grant 
pailes to their ports and territories, 
lend afliftance, direct or indirect, nor 
fubfidies, of what nature or denomi- 
nation foever ; neither permit that 
their refpective vaflals do the fame, 
before firft reciprocally well advifing 
and acquainting the other, what they 
know, underfland, or prefume what 
is transacting againft either of the 
two Sovereigns, their dominions, 
rights, and pofleflions, without and 
within their kingdoms, be it by re- 
bels, or perfons evil-minded and dis- 
contented of their glorious govern- 
ment ; fettling, negociating, and 
aflifting with one accord, to impede, 
or reciprocally to repair the damage 
or prejudice of either of the two 
Crowns ; for which purpofe they will 
communicate and give to their Mini- 
vers in other Courts, as alfo to their 
Viceroys and Governors of their pro- 
vinces, the orders and inftructions 
which they mall think proper on that 
fubject". 

• Art. IIL With the proper objects 
of fulfilling the engagements agreed 
upon in the ancient treaties, and to 
which thofe refer, fubftfting between 
the two Crowns, their Catholic and 
Moft Faithful Majefties have agreed 
to give them more expreflion and vi- 
gour, and oblige themfelves, as they 
do hereby oblige themfelves, a reci- 
procal guarantee of* all their domi- 
nions in Europe, and adjacent iflands, 
royalties, immunities, and rights, 
which they actually poflefs in the 
fame ; as likewife to renew and reva- 
lidate the guarantee, and befides other 
points eftabliihed in article XXV. 
of the treaty of limits, dated the 13th 
of January, 1750, which will be co- 
pied in the fequel of this, it being 
Vol, VI. 



underftood the limits which were 
there eftabliihed in refpect to the 
South Seas, in the terms ftipulated 
and fully explained in the prelimi- 
nary treaty of the ift of October, 
1777, the tenor of the faid article 25 
being as follows: " For the more 
ample fecurity of this treaty, the high 
contracting Powers, reciprocally gua- 
ranty the one to the other, the whole 
frontiers and adjacencies of their do- 
minions, in South America, as before 
exprefled, obliging themfelves, one 
to the other, to protect and fuccour 
each of them, againft any attack or 
invafion, until they (hall be in peace- 
able pofleflion, and free and intire 
propriety of what was pretended to be 
ufurped." And this obligation, as 
far as concerns the fea-coafts, ' and the 
countries bordering upon the fame, 
on the part of her Moft Faithful Ma- 
jefty, is to extend to the borders oa 
each fide of the Oroonoco, and from 
the forts to the Streights of Magel- 
lan ; and on the part of his Catholic 
Majefty, they are to extend to the 
borders on both fides of the river 
Amazon, or the Maranonns, and 
from thence to the Puetre dos Santos. 
But as to what relates to the interior 
part of the South Seas, this obliga- 
tion (hall be undefined. And in cafe 
of an invafion, or infurrection, each 
of the Crowns mall fuccour and aflift 
one the other, until matters are 
peaceable again. 

Art. IV. Ifeitherofthetwohigh 
contracting Powers, without being in 
any danger of being invaded in their . 
territories, pofleflions and rights, 
which are comprehended in the fore- 
going article, to enter into a war 
with any ,other power, they mail be 
obliged, that which has no part in 
that war, to guard, and caufe to be 
o.bferved in their territories, ports, 
coafts, and feas, the moft exact and 
ftricteft neutrality. Referving in cafe 
of an invafion, or any difpofition to- 
wards fqch, in the guarantied domi- 
nions, a reciprocal defence, to which 
T both 
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both Monarch* bin d and oblige them- 
felves, in confequence of their en- 
gagements, which they defire and pro- 
mife religioufly to comply with, 
without default of the treaties which 
fubfift between the high contracting 
Powers and other potentates of Eu- 
rope. 

Art. V. To follow up to the true 
meaning of the two immediate pre- 
ceding articles, although by the 22d 
article of the faid treaty of St. Vide- 
fonfo, dated the ift of October, 
1777, it is agreed, that in the ifland 
and port of Santa Carlina, and its 
ceafts, the admittance of a fquadron 
of foreign (hips of war, or fleets of 
merchantmen, are not permitted, in 
the manner- and form therein fet 
forth, yet as hofpitality, in cafes of 
diftrefs and abfblute neceflhy, fhould 
not be wanting, and fuch hofpitality 
is not abufed by illicit trade or in- 
tended invafion upon a power in 
friendship, fuch permiflion may be 
granted. Spanifti fhips are alfo not 
to be prevented to touch in any port 
on the coafl of Brazil, when neceffity 
obliges them to put in ; nor is proper 
* afliftance or refreshment, fuch as be- 
hoves friends and allies, to Serefufed 
them, they keeping up to the laws 
and enftoms, and avoiding illicit traf- 
fic at the places they touch at. There- 
fore their Catholic and Moft Faithful 
Majefties have thought proper to de- 
clare, that by this declaration it 
fhould be fo undcrilood, and the par- 
ties to regulate themfelves accord- 
ingly. 

Art, VI. That due regard be paid 
to what is ftipulated in article XVIII. 
of the treaty of Utrecht, of the 6th of 
February, 171 5, made between the 
two Crowns, and for the better ex- 
planation of that, and the ancient 
treaties and covenants of the times 
of King Don Sebaftian, the two high 
contracting Powers declare, that De- 
fides the criminality fpecified in the 
faid agreement, are comprehended, 
and are to be comprehended in the 



general expreffion of the fame, as if 
they had abfolutely been named. 
The villainy of uttering falfe coin, 
contrabands in imports and ex- 
ports, of fuch goods as are actually 
prohibited in either of the two king- 
doms ; likewife military and marine 
directions to be underftood, delin- 
quents and deferters to be given up, 
although the punifhments which are 
to be inflicted upon the latter, pain of 
death, is to be excepted, to which 
they are not to be condemned, both 
Monarchs preferring to change fuch 
punifhments to others more lenient, 
and not make them capital. To fa- 
cilitate the immediate apprehenfion, 
and delivery up of the one- and the 
other, the two high contracting Pow- 
ers have refolved, that it be fo done, 
without any further ceremony, at all 
times when they are claimed by a 
Mjnifter, or Secretary of State for 
foreign affairs, to either of the two 
Powers, by means of his office, be it 
direct or by their reffJective Ambaf- 
fadors. Yet when their tribunals fo- 
licit the delivering up of any criminal, 
they are to obferve the formalities of 
fHie in their warrant, eftablifhed fince 
the time the above-mentioned agree- 
ments were made. 

Finally, if their Catholic and Moft 
Faithful Itfajefties fhall think proper 
in time to come, to make any new 
explication upon the particulars of 
which this article treats, particula- 
rizing any other determined cafe, 
they will communicate the fame, and 
fettle it amicably, ordering that what 
they regulate amongft themfelves be 
held in due obfervance, as alfe every 
thing which is here itipulated, and 
for which purpofe they are immedi- 
ately to iflue their proper orders. 

Art. VII. By articje XVIL of the 
already mentioned treaty of Utrecht, 
of the 6th of February, 1715, it waa 
covenanted, that the two nations, the 
Spaniards and the Portuguese, fhould 
enjoy reciprocally in their refpective 
European dominions all the advan-, 
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<ag«s in trade,' tod all the privileges, 
freedom, and exemption which had 
been granted them till then, and 
ihould in future be granted to th« 
mod favoured nation, and the moft 
privileged of all who traffic in them. 
And moreover of what is fet forth in 
the faid article, in order not to leave 
in uncertainty any thing in the cove- 
nant, it was agreed upon by another 
feparate article, That trade being re- 
eftablifhed between the two nations, 
and continuing in die Hate it wae be- 
fore the war which preceded the faid 
treaty, (hall fo fubfift, until it mall 
be declared in what manner and chan- 
nel the faid trade is <o run ; in confe- 
quence then of the faid articles and 
of having been renewed, re-validated 
and ratified in article I. of the pre- 
liminary treaty of limits ; the whole 
treaty of Utrecht, their Catholic and 
Moft Faithful Majefties, have pro- 
mised to keep and preferve in the 
moft exacl manner, and in the form 
fpecified in the contexture of the faid 
article XVII. and feparate as chey li- 
terally are. 

Art. VIIL For making the de- 
claration referved in the faid fepa- 
rate article of the conformity, mode, 
and channel in which the trade fhall 
run and be carried on between the 
two nations, their Catholic and Moft 
Faithful Majefties have agreed, tak- 
ing for rule and direction the articles 
III. and IV. of the treaty entered into 
between the two Crowns, dated the 
13th of February, 1668, guarantied 
by Great Britain, and renewed or ra- 
tified equally in the article I. of the 
preliminary treaty of the limits in as 
much as they could be adaptable; 
which articles are in fubftauce as fol- 
lows :— Article III. The vaflais and 
inhabitants of the territories poflefled 
by the one or other King, (hall all of 
them have a good underftanding, and 
live in friendfhip, without any HI 
blood for offences and damages patt- 
ed, and may communicate with, enter 
and frequent the limits of one or the 



other, and ufe and .exercife theif 
trade with full fafety by land and fea, 
in the form as it ufed to be done in the 
time of King Don Sebaftian. Article 
the IVth. The faid vafTals and inha- 
bitants of the one and the other part, 
fhall reciprocally have the fame fecu- 
rity, liberty and privileges which are 
granted to the fubje&s of the Moft 
Serene King of Great Britain, by the 
treaty of the 23d of May, 1667, and 
another treaty in the year 1630 ; in 
that, that it may not derogate by this 
of the fame form and manner as if all 
thofe articles regarding commerce 
and immunities were here exprefsly 
declared, no one article excepted, al- 
tering only the name in favour of 
Portugal ; and thefe privileges the 
■Portugueze nation mail enjoy in the 
dominions of his Catholic Majefty, in 
the manner as they did in the time of 
King-Don Sebaftian. 

Art. IX. In confequence of the 
treaty in the foregoing article, the 
whole above-mentioned treaty of the 
20th of May, 1667, made in Great 
Britain, fhall be in common to the 
two nations, the Spaniards and Por- 
tuguese, without further modelizings 
or explanations ; but as they have 
been made between the two Crowns 
of Spain and England, the two na- 
tions, the Spaniards and Portugeze, 
referving to themfclves the amplifica- 
tions which by ancient privileges by 
their refpe&ive Monarchs have been 
granted them, and which they en- 
joyed in the reign of King Don Se- 
baftian. 

Art. X« For the completion of 
the foregoing articles and the faid 
treaties, and that there may be the 
greateft exa&nefs and clearnefs injks 
execution, the lifts, papers, and re- 
cords of the 23d of Oftober, 1668, 
and thofe befide, which have been 
made for the recovery of the duties of 
the fruit a merchandize coming in, 
and going out for Portugai, and from 
Portugal to Spain, to their fea-ports 
and by land be looked into, thereby 
T 2 regulated, 
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regulated, enlarged and modelized, 
agreeable to the tenor of the faid 
treaties, always referring the altera- 
tions which the times may have cauf- 
cd in the appellations* and prices of 
the faid fruits and merchandizes, ad- 
ditions and diminutions of their kinds 
and fpecies, and other particulars. 

Art. XL In thofe lifts, papers, 
and records, are likewife fpecjfied 
thofe goods and fruit which are prohi- 
bited by thefe PQwers in their refpec- 
tive dominions ; and fince then .their 
Catholic and Moft Faithful Majefties 
have agreed, That a prohibition is 
to be taken off of all fuch as are not 
immediately or abfolutely necefiary 
for the good Government of interiors, 
of their dominions ; both nations Ant- 
ing themfelves in this point recipro- 
cally as mail be moft convenient to 
them, fetting apart any particular 
animofity or exception ; and they do 
religioufly comply with the articles of 
the faid treaties of 1667, 1668 and 
3715, which is thus articled and gua- 
rantied. 

Art. XII. Even fo will be col- 
lected the privileges which the two 
nations have enjoyed in the time of 
King Don Sebaftian, and the faid 
collection authorized or fupported 
with due folemnity will be efteemed 
and held as a part of the treaty, and 
the lift or record will be an opening 
or door to the rights mentioned in 
the foregoing article. 

Art. XliJ. Their Catholic and 
Moft Faithful Majefties being defirous 
of promoting the advantages of trade 
of. their refpe&ive fubjetfts; which can 
be rendered evident in ihc reciprocal 
purchafe and file of Negroes, without 
tying themieives up to prejudicial 
contracts and aflientos, fuch as were 
made in former times with the Por- 
tugueze, French and Englifh, it 
having been found neceflhry to cut off 
and annu the fame, the two high 
contracting Powers have agreed, in 
order to gain thereby and in fome 
meafure to compenfate, for the cef- 



fions, reflitutlons and renunciations 
made by the Crown of Spain in the 
preliminary treaty of limits, dated 
the 1 ft of October, 1777, her FaithfuJ 
.Majeily fhall cede, as in fact, fhe 
hereby does cede for herfe.lf, and in 
the name of her, heirs and fucceflbrs. 
to his Catholic Majefty and his, fuc- 
ceflbrs to the Crown of Spain, the* 
ifland of Annobon on the, coaft of 
Africa, with all the tights, poflef- 
fions and claims which fhe has or can 
have in the faid ifland, that thus 
from this time it belongs to the Spa- 
nifh dominions, in the fame manner 
as it has hitherto belonged to the 
Crown of Portugal; and moreover; 
all the right and claim which fhe has 
or can have to the ifland of Fernanda 
del Po in the Gulph of Guinea ; fo 
that the fubjetts of the Crown of 
Spain, can eftabHfh themfelves therein, 
and carry on their tfade in the ports . 
and on the coaft oppofite to the faic^ 
ifland ; fuch as 'the ports of Rico Ga« 
baon, the Camarones, Santo Do- 
mingo, Cabo Fermofo, and others iri 
its diftricts, without any difturbanc^ 
or impediment to the' trade of the 
fubjects of Portugal, particularly of 
the Ifland del Principe and Santo 
Tome, who at prefect go and in fu- 
ture mail go to traffic on the fai4 
coaft and ports : tht Spanifh and Por- 
tuguese fubjects comporting them- 
felves with the moft perfect harmony, 
without any motive or pretext preju- 
dicing or difturbing one the other. 

Art. XIV. All the Spanifh vef- 
fcls, be they men of war, or mer- 
chantmen of the faid nation, who fhall 
put into the lllands of Principe and 
Santo Tome belonging to the Crown 
of Portugal, in order to refrefh the 
people, victual, water, and provide 
themfelves with any other neceflaries, 
fhall be received and treated in thofe 
iflands as the moft favoured nation. 
The like indulgence fhall be fhewn 
to the Portugueze men of war and 
merchantmen which fhall come to the 
Ifland of Annobon, or Fernando del 
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\po, belonging to his Catholic Ma- 
jefly. 

Art. XV. Befides. the fuccours 
which the two nations, the Spaniards 
and Portuguese, are to give one the 
other, in the faid Iflands o,f Anno- 
bon and Fernando del Po, and in 
thofe of Santo Tome and del Prin r 
jtipe, their Catholic and Moft faith- 
ful Majefties have agreed, that in 
thofe iflands that there may be be- 
tween the fubjects of both Sovereigns 
a free Negroe trade and commerce ; 
and in cafe the Portuguese nation 
Should bring them to the faid iflands 
of Annobon and Fernando del Po, 
they mal] be immediately and exa&ly 
bought, paid for at the price they 
were bargained for, and in prQportion 
to the quality of the flaves, without 
any exaction upon them who ufed to 
furnifh and do furniih or provide 
other Rations in the like fales and 
places. 

' Art. XVI. In the like manner his 
Catholic Majefly confents, that the 
confuniptipn of leaf tobacco, which 
fhall be occafioned by the faid trade 
in the faid ifland, and the immediate 
coaft of Africa, ihall lafl for the fpace 
of four years for thofe which are the 
growth of Brazil ; at the expiration 
of which, a regular and formal con- 
tract muft be made with the perfon or 
perfons which the Court of Lifbon 
fhall appoint, in which will be fpeci- 
fied the quantity of tobacco, prices, 
and other circumftances which may 
occur upon that, bufinefs ; and thofe 
four years being patted, it will be 
caixer to treat, (having then acquired 
iuperior knowledge) to prolong or 
not to prolong the contract, and to 
amplify, model, or explain the con- 
dition. 

Art. XVII. The article of this 
treaty, or any of them, may be 
adaptable to other Powers than the 
two contracting, they think it con- 
venient to invite them to accede ; 
their Catholic and Moll Faithful Ma- 
jeures referving to thcmfelves to re- 



gulate the fame in every refpe&, fb 
as to tend to thz reciprocal interefU 
of the two Crowns, and to them or 
thofe who will accept and accede to 
f»ch their invitation. 

Art. XVI. Both contracting 
Princes will take care to publifh ia 
their refpeclive dominions, and ac* 
quaint all their vaflals, the covenants* 
and obligations of this treaty, charge 
ing them to obferve the fame with. 
the greatefl exa&nefs and execution | 
and that they will rigoroufly punifh 
thofe who mail counteract the fame. 

Art. XIX. This present treat/ 
fjiall be ratified in the precife limited 
time of fifteen days after it being 
figned, or before, if poflibly it can 
be done. v 

In witnefs whereof, we, the under* 
written Miniflers Plenipotentiary, 
lign with our hands, in the name of 
our augufl Mailers, and in virtue of 
the power with which they have in- 
verted us, this prefent treaty, and 
feal_ the fame with the feal of our 
arms, done in the Royale Refidence 
del Pardo, this nth day of March, 
J778. 

El Conde de Florida Blanca, 
Don Francisco Ynocencio ds 

Souza Coutinho. 

Ratification and approbation of his 
Catholic Majefly, and counter-figned 
by his Secretary of State for the 
Indies. 

Yo el Rey. 
Joseph de Galvez. 

Ratifion, April 13, 1778. 

On the loth.inflant, the Imperial 
AmbafTador delivered an anfwer, in . 
due form, in the aflembly of the Diet, 
to the declaration oT his Pruffcan Ma- 
jelly, delivered in the fame afTembly 
by his AmbafTador on the 1 6th of 
March ; the fubflance of which an- 
fwer is as follows ; , 

" That his Imperial Majefly hav- 
ing laid before his Highnefs the Elec- 
tor Palatine foon after the deceafe of 
the late Ele&or of Bavaria, his claims 

and 
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and pretentions on Lower Bavaria, as 
the patrimony of the late Duke John ' 
of Bavaria, and the different fiefs fitu- 
ated ill the Upper Palatinate, and 
formerly granted by the Crown of 
Bohemia, &c. the faid Elector Pala- 
tine has acknowledged the faid pre- 
tentions to be valid and well-ground- 
ed ; that in confequence thereof, an 
agreement has been -made between 
the two -parties, according to which 
the divifion of Bavaria has been fet- 
tled in the fame manner as it has 
taken place, without affording a third 
power a juft ground for interfering 
in the bufineis which properly re- 
gards only the Emperor and the pre-' 
lent Elector of Bavaria ; and whereas 
this does not bear the leaft fhadow of 
<lifmembering the dominions of a 
Prince of the Empire by force, as 
has been reprefented by the Elector 
of Brandenourgh, but is founded on 
juft pretenfions, and a friendly agree- 
ment : his Imperial Majefty does not 
think himfelf any ways accountable 
to any Elector or Prince of the Em- 
pire for the Heps he has taken in the 
courfe of this difpute ; but tho- 
roughly fatisfied, that in the caufe he 
has embarked he has juftice on his 
fide, he is determined to perfevere in 
the meafures he has adopted, and to 
fupport his pretenfions by force of 
arms." 

After this memorial had been de- 
livered to the members of the Diet, 
the Pruifian Minifter made a reply 
to the following purport : 

* 6 That he would transmit this 
Memorial of his Imperial Majefty to 
his mafter, and wait for further in- 
ilructione how to proceed in the bu- 
iinefs ; but that in the mean time he 
could not avoid repeating to the Diet, 
that he had received exprefs com- 
mands from his Court, toaffure them 
that his mafter had no other object in 
his view than ts fupport the Confti- 
tutionsof the Empire, and to fee the 
different family compacts entered into 
carried into execution according to 



law ; and to-maintain the peace and 
general welfare of the Empire." 

The Diet then refolved, That z 
copy of the treaty between the Em- 
peror and the Elector palatine mould 
be laid before them ; and of which 
the following are the molt efTential 
articles ; 

(t i . That the claims of the Houfe 
of Auftria on Lower Bavaria, having 
been firft laid before the Elector Pa- 
latine, his electoral Highnefs fhall 
duly recognize and acknowledge them,. 

" 2. That it fhall be lawful for 
Auftria to take pofleflion of all thofe 
diftricts which formerly compofed the 
patrimony of Duke John (who lived 
in the fifteenth century.) 

" *. That the Houfe of Auftria 
fhall be at liberty to take pofTeflion of 
thofe diftricts to w^ich 'Duke John 
had a doubtful claim. 

" 4. That if the Eleftor Palatine 
fhall afTert, that any particular dif- 
trictj which his Highnefs may wifh to 
retain, did not belong to Duke John, 
the proof of the negative fhall reft 
upon the Elector.*' 

Though the Imperial Minifter cau- 
tioufly avoided to lay before the Diet 
the particulars of this negotiation, 
yet it is a mod certain fact, that the 
Elector Palatine was told, that if he 
did not accede to thefe articles, 
60,000 Auftrians fhould immediately 
march from the frontiers, and take 
pofTeflion of Upper and Lower Bava*~ 
ria, together with the Upper Pala- 
tinate. 

This menace produced the defired 
effect; for the Elector Palatine, in 
confequence of it, immediately figned 
the treaty, in prefence of Count Sein- 
fheim, and Baron Vieregg. 

On the 1 1 th inftant, the day after 
the Imperial Minifter had communi- 
cated his memorial to the Diet, -vhe 
Elector Palatine laid before that au- 
guf! aflembly his claims to the follow? 
ing diftricts, into which the Emperor 
has already marched his troops. On 
one fide of the Danube, RicdembHFg, 
Altmannfteirij 
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jAitrnannftein, the city of Hof, 
Weachs, Wetterfield, Scowarzach, 
Zwiefel, Weiffenftein, Pegen, Dei- 
fienftein, Bernftein, Bodenmeifs ; on 
the other fide of the Danube, the di- 
flri&s of Abenfperg, Rottenburgh, 
Eeknicht, Teymach, Leonibergh, 
Ofterhofen, Griefbach, &c. 

The will of the late Elector of Ba- 
varia was afterwards laid before the 
Diet; the moil material articles con- 
tained in it are, 

" That after the deceafe of Duke 
Clement (brother to the late Elector 
of Bavaria) the reigning Elector Pa- 
latine mould be declared heir to all 
the allodials, &c. of Bavaria. 

** That the Elector Palatine, when 
he fhould fucceed to the Bavarian do- 
minions, mould deliver up to the 
Electrefs Dowager of Saxony the pld 
family fet of jewels, worth 200,000 
florins. 

** That he mould pay to the Elec- 
trefs Dowager of Bavaria, exclufive 
of her jointure of 460,000 florins, 
fecured by the marriage fettlement, 
the fum of 225,000 florins. 

" That the Elector Palatine, when 
Elector of Bavaria, and his heirs for 
ever, in that electorate, mould eon- 
ftantly maintain an army of 10,000 
effective men. 

" And that thofe who mould be 
actual Minifters of State at the de- 
ceafe of Maximilian, mould, together 
with the Elector Palatine and the 
States, be executors of his will." 



) 



Admiralty-Office^ May 22. The let- 
ters, of which the following are co- 
pies, were this day received from 
Admiral Young, Commander in 
Chief of his Majefty's mips at the 
Leeward Iflands, in his letter to Mr. 
Stephens, dated the 23d of March kit. 
Copy of a letter from Captain Vin- 
cent, of bis Majefly's fiip Yar- 
mouth, to Admiral Young, dated 
Barbadoes, March 17, 1 778. 
I take the opportunity of the Ja- 
nuary packet's failing from hence to- 



morrow morning, directly for St. 
John's, Antigua, of acquainting you 
of my having on the 7th inftant, at 
Jialf paft five, P. M. difcovered fix 
Fail in the S. W. quarter, on a wind 
ftanding to the northward ; two of 
them (hips, three brigs, and a fchoo- 
ner. We were then 50 leagues to 
the eaft of this ifland. We immedi- 
ately bore down upon them, and 
about nine got clofe to the weather 
quarter of the largeft and headmoft 
fhip. They had no colours hoifted ; 
and as ours were then up, I hailed 
her to hoift hers, or I would fire into 
her; on which {he hoifted American, 
and immediately gave us her broad- 
fide, which we returned, and in about 
a quarter of an hour /he blew up. It 
was fortunate for us that we were to 
windward of her ; as it was, our {hip 
was in a manner covered with parts 
of her ; a great piece of a top timber, 
fix feet long, fell on our poop ; an- 
other large piece of timber ftuck in 
our foretop-gallant fail (then upon 
the cap) ; an American enfign rolled 
up, blown in upon the foreca'He, not 
fo much as finged. Immediately on 
her blowing up, the other four dif- 
perfed different ways. We chaced a 
little while two that ftood to the 
fouthward, and afterwards another 
that bore away right before the wind, 
but they were foon out of fight ; our 
fails being torn all to pieces in a mofl 
furprizing manner. We had five 
men killed, and twelve wounded. — 
But what I am now going to mention 
.is fomething very remarkable ; the 
1 2th following, being then in chace 
of a fhip fteenng wetf, we difcovered 
a piece of a wreck, with four men on 
it waving; we hauled up to it, got a 
boat out, and brought them on board; 
they proved to be tour men who had 
been in the ihip which blew up, and 
who had nothing to fubfiil on from 
that time but by fucking the rain- 
water that fell on a piece of blanket, 
which they luckily had picked up. 
They informed us the ihip blowai up 
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Syis called the Randolph, of 36 guns 
and 305 men ; the other fhip was 
the General Moutry, of 20 guns ; 
and the other three armed brigs ; and 
failed from Charles-town, South-Ca- 
rolina, about a month before. — I re- 
fumed the chace, but fhe was too far 
a-head to get up with her ; however, 
I continued it, in order to drive her 
at leafloffthe flation, till eleven that 
night, when we made this ifland, 
having loft fight of her. 
Copy of a letter from Capt* PrIngle, 

of his Majefty*s Jbip Ariadne, to 

Admiral Young, dated Carlijle 

Bay, March 18, 1 778. 

I have the honour to acquaint you> 
that, early in the morning of the 
9th inftant, I faw two fail to the eaft- 
ward, whom I chaced, having his 
Majeily's floop Ceres in company. 
The two Grangers at firft fhewed a 
difpofition to attack us, but, in con- 
fequence of the King's mips having 
brought the fternmoft to clofe action 
about noon, the other made off. The 
(hip in action, after having given to 
and received from the -Ariadne and 
Ceres Tome broadfides, itruck ; and 
proved to be the rebel fhip Alfred, of 
20 nine^pounders and i8c men. Her 
confort was the Raleigh, of 32 guns, 
whom with the utmoit difpatch we 
made fail after, and chaced from that 
time until ten o'clock the next day; 
finding that we did not come up with 
her, and that fhe was throwing every 
thing overboard to lighten, we left 
off chace. 

The two rebel cruizers had been 
at Port L'Orient in France, to fit 
out ; and came here to cruize for the 
Englim and Irifh convoys, having 
taken the coaft of Guinea in their 
way. They had taken no veffeis fince 
their leaving France. 

For the Remembrancer. 

I (aw in the lafl number of your 

Remembrancer, a copy of a letter 

from Governor PownaJl to Mr. Bol- 

lan, in which the fervices of the 



province" of MaffacHufett's-bay wete 
Hated for the purpofeof folici ting the 
reimburfemerit. I mould be glad* 
for the honour of the province, and 
in juftice to the people who have been" 
fo fhamefully traduced, if you will 
infert the following copy of a letter 
on the fame fubject, from the Gover- 
nor to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary 
Pitt, dated Bofton, Feb; 14, 1760: 
(COP Y.) 
Sir, 

It is my happlnefs, as well as duty, 
to lay before you the fervices of his 
Majefly's province of MafTachufett's- 
bay. It has been hitherto their merit 
to obey, with unfeigned efforts of 
their duty, his Majefty's commands 
when called to his fervice ; and, not- 
wkhflanding that their exertions have 
been always proportionate to a fup- 
pofition that each year would be the 
lafl, by which, confequently, they 
have made efforts not eafily to be re- 
peated or continued, yet this laft 
winter, previous to any call, on my 
only mentioning to them, that the 
circumftances of his Majefly's fervice 
required the continuance of the pro-- 
vince troops, in the garrifons of Cape 
Breton and Nova Scotia, they made 
a further and ample provifion for 
their continuance, and by fuch a man- 
ner of encouragement at a very great 
expence, as the people in thofe fervices 
readily complied with, otherwife that 
part of his Majefly's fervice called the 
Regulars, mufl have been greatly 
weakened and diftreffed. 

It has been hitherto their merit 
to ftand foremofl in the King's fer- 
vice : but here they Hand alone. 

Under thefe circumftancesi had they 
meafured their duty by any propor- 
tion of fervice, or of their own abili- 
ties, compared with his Majefty's 
other provinces, it could not have been 
expected that they would do more 
than perfevere in this continued ex- 
ertion ; yet, when I laid before them 
how much his Majefly's fervice, this 
year, more than ever, required not 

only 
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6nly a vigorous bat an early provision, fecurity and defence, 
they with unanimity and chearfulnefs, 
jfre*vious t» any call ft 



previous td any call from the crown* 
previous to any promife of recompence, 
engaged in making fuch proviiion 
With a fpirit that would have been 
meritorious had it been the firft, and 
to be the only one which could ever 
be expected from them : but exhaufl* 
Jed as every fource of money and men 
ftearly is, it is hitherto entirely an 
unexampled effort, but what I hope 
may prove an example to others. 

If thefe fervices have the happinefs 
to recommend them to you, we hope, 
Sir, you will patronize a loyal pro- 
vince in laying theni before his Ma- 

It would be injuflice in me, as Go- 
vernor, to afjume any part of the 
merit of thefe fervices : it requires 
Ao art, no management in a Gover- 
nor, but' what his duty requires to 
lead them to thefe. Their unremitted 
zeal for their fervice ; their unbound- 
ed affection and duty to his Majejly, 
ind their actual confidence iri the 
wifdom and vigour of Adminiftration, 
are the true fources of thefe efforts. 
The fpirit of thefe fervices is really 
the prefent fpirit of the people, and 
their's mould be . the merit : as to 
inyfelf, I fhall think it fufEdent if I 
be found doing my duty amid fo 
zealous and faithful a people ; and if 
his Majefly, by your favourable re- 
prefentation, mall accept the fame. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, &c. 

T, POWNALL. 

*To the Fight Honourable 
Mr. Secretary Pitt* 

Trenton, April 30, 1778. 
Camp, at Falley-Forgc, April 25. 
"The numerous inconveniences 
Of a large baggage muft be apparent 
to every officer of the leaft obferva- 
tion, an army by means of it is ren- 
dered unwieldly, and incapable of 
acting with that eafe and celerity,* ■ 
which are effential either to its own 
* Vol. VI. 



or to vigour 
and enterprize in its offenfive opera- 
tions. The folicitude which thofe 
Who have a large Quantity at flake 
will feel for its fafety, even in the 
moil critical circumftances, is fome- 
times attended with very alarming 
confequences ; and individuals fre- 
quently and unavoidably fuftain no 
inconfiderable loffes from the impru- 
dence of encumbering them with fu- 
perfluous baggage. The public is 
burdened with a fruitlefs expence in 
an additional number of horfes and 
waggons, and the flrength of the ar- 
my is diminifhed by the extraordinary 
number of guards required for their 
protection. Thefe difadvantages, and 
many more that will fuggeft them- 
felves on reflection, notwithstanding 
the pains taken to remedy them, have 
heretofore been feverely felt by this 
army. Many inflances will be re- 
collected in the courfe of the lall 
campaign, and among others the 
great lofs which attended the fending 
the fuperfluous baggage, during the 
more active part of it, to a diflance 
from the army. The Commander in 
Chief hopes thefe confiderations will 
influence officers in the enfuing cam- 
paign, to provide themfelves with 
thofe neceffaries which cannot be 
difpenfed with, and with the means 
of carrying them in the mofl eafy and 
convenient manner; in order to which, 
he flrongly recommends the difufe of 
chefls and boxes, and that portman- 
teaus or valifes, made of duck, may 
be fubftituted inftead of them : this 
will be the more requifite, as it is in 
contemplation to employ as few wag- 
gons as poffible, and to make ufe, of 
pack-horfes as far as may be practi- 
cable. It is expected the General 
and Field Officers will fet the ex- 
ample, and fee that it is flrictly fol- 
lowed by all thofe under their refpec- 
tive commands. 

Extracted from general orders* 

Albx. Scammxl, Adj. Gen. 
U About 
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Ab*ut the middle of April, 18 
pieces of cannon were fent from Bof- 
ton for the new fort, which the Ame- 
ricans are conftrudting at Weft Point, 
in the Highlands, upon Hudfon's 
River. General Putnam is appointed 
Superintendant of the Works carry- 
ing on there, and Mr. Parfons takes 
the command of the Provincial army 
aflembled at and near Marineck, 
which has been lately augmented by 
reinforcements from New-England. 

, New- London, March 26. La ft Sa- 
turday arrived here from Port L'Ori- 
ent, in France, the fhip Lyon, a 
three decker, of about Uco tons, 
commanded by Captain Michael, 
having a defenfivecommiflion, mount- 
ing 40 guns, and hasupwards of 200 
men, deep laden with European and 
India goods to a very large amount. 
She left L'Orient the 31ft of Decem- 
ber, in company with another French 
fhip of 20 guns, and the Continental 
mips Alfred and Raleigh, but parted 
company with the two latter 13 days 
after they came out ; the other fhip 
kept Captain Michael company till 
about three weeks ago, when both 
veflels arrived at the mouth of James's 
River, and the former going into the 
river was taken by a Britiih man of 
war, upon which Captain Mfchael 
Hood to the eaftward. Four days be- 
fore his arrival here, he faw a fleet 
of 13 fail with two men of war under 
Continental colours, but fuppofes 
they were a British fleet. 

By Captain Jofhua Hempftead, 
jun. who came paflenger in Captain 
Fitch from North-Carolina, we learn, 
that about 70 fail of Bermudian vef- 
fels have, within this three months 
pait^ arrived there with fait. — That 
fix mips, one fnow, and two brigs, 
have alfo lately arrived there from 
France ; that another brig from 
France was loft at Hatteras, but the 
freople and cargo were faved ; that 
trade is very briflc in North-Caro- 
lina : and t that that State had drafted 
5000 of their militia to join General 



Walhington'* anny, to be cwnmaniw 
ed by Governor Cafwell. 

Williamjburgh, March 19. Front 
North- Carolina we learn, that Go- 
vernor Cafwell had made up five 
thoufand volunteers, at the head of 
whom he was 1 to march to reinforce 
General Washington- in a few weeks* 

A frigate of thirty guns from 
France, is juft arrived in North-Ca- 
rolina, deeply laden with all forts of 
neoeflaries for the army. 

■1 i» ■ 1 .—ii-.—. .,— ,,„ 

St, James' s y June 15. The Lieu- 
tenant Bailie and States of his Ma- 
jefty's Ifland of Jerfey having waited 
upon the Right Honourable General 
Conway, Governor •£ the faid ifland, 
with the following addrels, the fame 
has been tranfmitted to the Lord VifV- 
count Weymouth, one of his Ma- 
jeuy's principal Secretaries of State ; 
together with the Governor's anfwer: 
Sir, 

The States of his Majefly's Ifland 
of Jerfey, the inhabitants of which 
have ever been diftinguifhed for the 
unfhaken loyalty, come to give you 
their aiTnrances of the true and un- 
feigned joy which they have felt on 
the occafion of your fafe and happy; 
arrival in this your government. 

We are deeply fenfible of the great 
and many blefSngs which we enjoy un- 
der his Majefty's moil gracious reign, 
and cannot but acknowledge his pa- 
ternal care of us, particularly inhavr- 
ing appointed for our Governor * 
perfon of your known and ^diftin- 
guiflied merit, as well in a civil as in 
a military capacity. 

We are confeious of the proofs you 
have already given us of your regard 
to our welfare, and of your attention 
to the fecurity of this ifland, of which 
we have a frrih inftance in fo feafon- 
able a vifit of this your government at 
this critical and threatening juncture. 

We doubt not your prefence here 
will be attended with the moft happy 
confequences : that it will not fail to 
animate everyone of the King's fub- 

ject* 
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may damp thefpirit of an enterprise 
which may have been formed againft 
ns; and we cannot but hope, that in 
confequence of the report which you 
will make on the ftate of this frontier 
illand, (fo. much expofed to an inva- 
sion from a formidable power) the 
neceiTary meafures will be for putting 
it in the beftpofture of defence, and 
to fecure us againft any defigns of an 
ambitious and enterprifing power, 
which has always viewed us with a 
jealous eye, and frequently , medi- 
tated an attack upon this ifland. 

It is with great pleafure that I can 
allure you of the readinefs of the 
States to co-operate with you with 
chearfulnefs and alacrity, in promot- 
ing every meafure which may tend to 
the advancement of the King's fcr- 
vice, and to the fecurity of this his 
illand. 

We beg, that upon your return to 
-England, you will aflure our mod 
gracious Sovereign of our inviolable 
attachment to his perfon, family, and 
Government ; and that we mail not 
ceafe to offer our moft fervent prayers 



its valour and activity in defence of 
its own liberty againft the attacks 
of a potent and dangerous neigh- 
bour, as by its uniform fidelity and 
attachment to the Government of 
-Great-Britain. I mall not fail on 
my return to cxprefs the peculiar fa- 
tisfaction I have had in observing, 
that the prefent magiftrates, as. well 
as the other gentlemen in it, ap- 
pear no lefs animated with the fame 
laudable fptrit, which did fo much 
honour to their progenitors, and to 
make in every refpect a faithful re- 
port of the ftate of it to his Majefty* 

Whitehall* June 13, 177$. 
The following is an extract of a 
letter from the Honourable General 
Sir William Howe to Lord George 
Germain, one of his Majefty's prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, received by 
the Swallow packet, which arrived 
at Falmouth the 10th inftant from 
Philadelphia :— 

Philadelphia, May 1 1 , 1 7 7 g , 
My Lord, 



— — — f . .. I have the honour to inform your 

for the happinefs and profperity of his Lordfhip of Sir Henry Clinton's ar * 
reign, and for the uninterrupted fuc- rival here on the 8th inftant ; and 



Cei 



fsOf his arms. 
IJlanJofJerfcj', 
{he tth of May , 177$. 



Gentlemen, 

I receive, with particular fatisfac- 
tion, the afluxances of your zeal and 
attachment to his Majefty, his family 
and Government. 

I am highly fenfible of the regard 



that, in confequence of his Majefty's 
permiffion to return to England, I 
lhall delay my departure no longer 
than is neccflary to furnifti my fuc- 
ceflbr with the orders and instructions 
with which I have been honoured, 
and with every further information 
that I can conceive may be of advan- 
tage or ufe to the fervice. 

Since the earlieft return of fprjng, '' 



you exprels fox me as Governor of a fucceflion of detachments from 



'this iflano*, and of your readinefs to 
concur in all meafures neceflary for 
its defence and fecurity ; and I allure 
you, that no attention fhall be want- 
ing on my part in cooperating with 
you, as well as towards its immediate 
defence in the prefen;' critical con- 
juncture, as fox the eftablifhnjent of 
its future happinefs and profperity. 
This illand, Gentlemen, has at all 



hence has ranged the country for 
many miles round this city, and in 
the province of Jerfey, to open the 
communication for bringing in fup- 
plies, to relieve the peaceable inha- 
bitants from the perfecution of their 
oppreftbrs, and to coll eel forage for 
the army. Thefe detachments have, 
without exception, fucceeded to my 
expectations, greatly to the credit of 
' U a th* 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 148 

the troop* employed to the annoyance 
of the enemy, and to the advantage of 
his Majefty's fervice. Colonel Maw- 
hood in particular, with three batta- 
lions and a Provincial corps, made a 
defcent on the coaft of Jerfey/near 
Salem, in the month of March ; and', 
after difpernng the force collected in 
that part of the country; returned: with 
a very feafonable fupply of 'forage. " 
To the fkill and activity of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Abercromby, muft be 
attributed afuccefsful furprize, made 
on the 4th inftant,' upfcn a corps of 
the enemy, confifting of 900 men, 
under the command 'of a Brigadier- 
general, pofted/about 17 miles from 
hence, with 40b light infantry, 300 
rangers, and a party of light dra- 
goons ; that officer attacked arid de- 
feated this corps ©f the enemy, kill- 
ing, wounding, and* taking 150 men, 
including officers, with the lofs of 
only 9 wounded. The route would 
have been far more complete, if the' 
long march of the infantry, in effect- 
ing this furprize, had not difabled 
them from a vigorous purfuit. - 

I have equal pleafure in reporting 
to your Lordftrip'the good conduct 
andfuccefsof Major Maitland, who 
was detached the 7th inftant with the 
'id battalion of light infantry in flat 
boats, attended by three gailies and 
other armed boats, under the com- 
mand of Captain Henry of the navy. 
~His orders were to proceed up the 
Delaware, and deftroy all the mips 
and vefTels lying in the river between 
this and Trenton. The inclofed ac- 
count of his expedition will prove 
how effectually this enterprize was 
executed, and the very confiderable 
lofs the enemy have fuftained. 

Two ppfts are taken on the Jerfey 
fide of the Delaware, at Cooper's- 
ferry and at BillingVport ; the firffc 
to cover parties cutting wood for the 
future fupply of the troops, the latter 
to fecure the navigation of the Dela- 
ware in a narrow part of the channel. 
I have the honour to be,' &c. 

W. How*. 
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REPORT. 

On the night of the 7 th inltant, 
at eight o'clock, I embarked witK 
the 2d battalion of light, infantry, 
and proceeded up the jDelaware iti 
the flat boats, commanded by tap- 
tain Henry of the navy," aqd landed 
at about ten next morning at White- 
hill, where the rebels appeared 'in 
force, both horfe and "foot, 'but chiefly 
horfe : "as fobri as our three-pounders 
were landed, I advanced towards 
Borden-town, two miles diftant; The 
rebels flill kept in front, and, at a 
creek, where" 1 was obliged to pafs byr 
a dam, part of which was wood,' they 
made a Hand, having a field-piece; 
with' them, and attempted tO^reaE: 
down the dam to prevent my paf- 
fage ; but the battalion pufhing on 
with their ufual alacrity, they 1 were 
riot able to effect this, and a warm 
fire eVifulhgi' they abandoned their 
field-piece, having only fired it oncel 
We pufhed and" drove them from five 
guns they had in town, which were 
difpofed in fuch manner as to pre-^ 
vent ftripping coming lip the river. 
The rebels left fourteen dead on the 
fpot. In this' town we deflrbyed four 
ftore-houfes, containing provifions of 
all ' fpecies,' a Very large, quantity of 
tobacco, fome military flores, and 
camp equipage ; 'the fire accidentally 
communicating' from the ftorcs to 
Mr. Burden's houfe (a Colonel in the 
rebel fervice) it was confumed, to- 
gether With thefurniture. ^ - 

The rebels alarmed the country, 
and collected a ftrong body at Tren- 
ton, where it appears they apprehend- 
ed I would direct my march ; I was 
willing to confirm them in their opi* 
nion, and therefore moved a little 
that way; then re-embarked and 
crofted to the Pennsylvania more, 
when I took poftfo as to c.over the 
naval force. Early next morning 
we proceeded to Biles Ifland Creek^ 
and burnt fome valuable veflels be- 
longing to the rebels, particularly 
two (hips loaded with tobacco, rum', 
and military ftores. About 'two 

o'clock 
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£\£ock the battalion marched 
Priftol (thirteen miles diftant) where 
they arrived at live in the evening, 
fcurnt what veffels were there belong- 
ing to die enemy, and embarked by 
fun-fet.'* 

Upon the whole, thiff expedition 
has been very fatiguing to the troops, 
but muft in its confequence be ex- 
tremely" diftrefling to the rebels, as 
their magazines and mips upon the 
river are totally deftroyed. The an- 
nexed lift will inform you of tfteir 
number an 4 quality. 
* yhe gallies feeing funk in deep 
jvater could not be injured. 
*- In juftice to Captain Henry and 
the h 'feamen employed on this expedi- 
tion, *and to the battalion' under my 
cqpimand; I muft' fay they behaved 
with fucfc fpirit and c alacrity as can- 
not fail to do them honour, and t 
^flatter myfelf has merited the Gene- 
ral's approbation. * J '* 
- : (Signed)- -- : 'John Maitland, 
Major-comm. L.I. 
Philadelphia* {May \), 1778. 
lift of fiipj, Veffels, &c- burnt on 
. the %tb and qth infiant. 

2 Frigates, one for 32 guns, the 
other for 28. — * 
: 9 Large mips. 

3 frivatecr iloops, /or 16 guns 
each. • *■'--* •■' 
: * 3 Ditto, for 10 guns each. 

23 Brigs, with a number of floops 
and fchooners, 

(Signed) * John Maitland, 
Major-comm. 2 L. I, 
Admiralty-Office, June 1 3, 1778. 

The letter from 7 Lord Vifcount 
Howe, Commander in Chief of his 
Majefty's (hips and veffels in North- 
America, to Mr. Stephens, of which 
the following is a copy, was this day 
received by the Swallow packet-boat 
from Philadelphia: 
Eagle, off Billing-port, May 10, 1778. 
Sir, 

Upon advice received, that the 
enemy had advanced four armed gal- 
lies down the Delaware, . between 
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for Borden-town and Briftol, a detach*, 
ment of the light infantry, under the 
command of Major Maitland of the 
marines, were embarked in the flat- 
boats, and with the gallies and armed 
veffels of the fleet, ander the chief 
command of Captain Henry, fent up 
the river in the night of the 6th in- 
ftant, to intercept the enemy's gallies, 
and bring down or deftroy iuch pi 
their frigates and other veffels as had 
}>ccr\ withdrawn above the /hoaler 
pafiages of the river, when the troop* 
firft took ppffeffion of Philadelphia. 

The inclofed report of Captaia 
Henry's judicious condndt in theexe- 
cution of his orders, contains all the 
particulars I have to communicate m 
the Lords Commiflioners of the Ad- 
miralty, on the fubject of that mate-* 
rial operation. I am, 

With great confidefation, 
Your moil obedient humble iervant. 

Hows* 
Philip Stephens, Efq. 
Secretary of the Admiralty, 

Report from Captain Henrt. 

At ten o'clock oa Thurfday nignt 
the 6th of May, the Huffar, Corn- 
wallis, Ferret and Philadelphia gal- 
lies, with the Viper and Pembroke 
armed fchooners, 4 gun-boats, and 
18 flat boats, in which the fecond 
battalion of light infantry, with twa 
field-pieces, were embarked, pro- 
ceeded from Philadelphia up die Ri- 
ver Delaware. The wind being do w»* 
the river, with much rain, and the 
ebb making, when we had proceeded 
twelve miles we came to an anchor, 
and fo remained till five o'clock the 
next morning; we then got under 
way, and failed up the rivet. At 
noon we were a-breail of White-hill, 
where the gallies, armed veffels, and 
gun-boats, were placed to cover the 
landing of the troops, which was per- 
formed without oppoiition. At this 
place the Wafhington and Effingham 
rebel frigates (the former pierced for 
thirty-two and the latter for twenty- 
eight guns) were fet on Hre and con- 
fumed, ' 
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/toned, together with a brig and 
and Hoop. The troops then marched, 
took pofleflion of Borden-town, and 
dcHroyed^a battery of 3 fix-pounders ; 
whereupon the gal lies, armed vef- 
iels, &c» proceeded to that place, 
where they burnt two ne^w ihips, one 
of which was pierced for 18 guns, 
cne privateer floop for 10 guns, with 
ten fail of brigs, fchooners, and 
Coops ; feveral ftore-houfes, contain- 
in provifions, artillery ftores, camp- 
equipage, and fome tobacco, were 
burnt at the fame time* This fervlce 
being executed, the boats proceeded 
up Croflwell-creek, and fet fat to the 
Sturdy Beggar privateer, pierced 
for 18 guns, and eight fail of brigs, 
jloops and fchooners. The troops 
Were- then embarked, and landed on 
the Pennfylvania fide, where they 
relied that night. 

At five on Saturday morning the 
Huflar and Ferret gallies, gun-boats, 
Jec rowed up to Biles Illand Creek, 
and burnt one new fchooner, pierced 
for 44 guns, one new floop for 16 
guns, one old fchooner for 10 guns, 
one old large floop for 16 guns, and 
two large new (loops. 

The rebel * gallies in WatfonV 
creek, on the Jerfey rtiore; being re- 
connoitred, were found funk and hid 
at low water. 

At noon the troops marched to 
Briftol, firft burning two floops at 
the ferry ; and the gallies,* gun-boats, 
and flat boats, proceeded down the 
river to embark there, which was 
done at fix o'clock in the evening, 
after burning a fhip and brig at that 
place, -The Philadelphia galley, Vi- 
per and Pembroke armed fchooners, 
with two gun-boats, burnt the re- 
maining veflels, confifting of* four 
new Ihips, one new brig, and an old 
fchooner. 

The whole number of veflels' de- 
firoyed was forty-four fail. 

At fix o'clock on Sunday morning 
the troops arrived at Philadelphia, 
without lofing one man. 



During this expedition up the I>e- 
lawtre, lome houfes were unfortu- 
nately burnt, very contrary to the -di- 
rections and fentiments of the officeri 
employed on this fervice. 

(Signed) John Hetjry, 

[London Gazette* 



Copy of a letter from Colonel Maw- 
hood, *vsho commanded the detach- 
ment into the Jtrfees> to Colonel 
Hand, of the American forces in 
the Jerfits. ■ 

** Colonel Mawhood commanding 
a detachment of the Britilh army at 
Salem, induced by motives of huma- 
nity, propofes to the militia of Quin- 
ton-bridge, and the neighbourhood^ 
as well officers as private men, to lay 
down their arms, anddeparteach man 
to his own home : on that condition 
he folemnly promifes to re-embark 
his troops without delay, doing no 
further damage to the country, and 
he will caufehis Commiflaries to pay 
for the cattle, hay, and corn, that 
have been taken, in fterling money.' 
"If, on the contrary r the militia 
fhould be (o far deluded, and blind 
to their own intereft and happinefs, he 
will put the arms which be brought 
with him into the hands of the well- 
afFecled inhabitants, caTed Tories, 
and will attack all fuch of the militia 
as remain in arms, burn and deftroy 
their houfes and other property, and 
reduce them, their unfortunate wives 
and children, to beggary and diilrefs ; 
and to convince them that thofe are 
not vain threats, he has fubjoined a 
lift of the names of fuch as will be 
the firit objects to feel the vengeance 
of the Britim nation. 

Given under my hand at Head- 
quarters at Salem, the twenty-firft 
day of March, 1778. 

C. Mawhood, Colonel. 



Edmund Keefby, 
Tho. Sinnickfon, 
Samuel Dick, 
Whittcn Crips, 
Ebenezer Howell, 



Edward Hall, 
John Bowen, 
Tho.Thompfon, 
Geo. Trenchard, 
Elifha Caftle, 

Andrew 
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William Shute, 
Antony Sharpe, 

and 
Alncr Pcnton. 
Colonel Hand'/ am* 



And, Sinnickfon, 
Nicholfon Keen, 
Jacob Crufty, 
, Benjamin Holms, 
fhe following is 

f<wtr to the a&on/e* 
*« Sir, 
•'I have been favoured with what 
you fay humanity has induced you to 
propofe, Jt would have given me 
much pleafure to have found, that 
humanity had been the line of con- 
duel of your troops fince you came to 
Salem. Not only denying quarter, 
but butchering our men who furren- 
dered themfelves prifoners in the ikir- 
mi(h at Quinton's- bridge lail Thurs- 
day, and bayonetting yefterday morn- 
" ing at Hancock's-bridge, in the moA 
cruel manner, in cold blood, men 
who were taken by furprize, in a fitu- 
axion in which they neither could, or 
did attempt to make any refinance, 
and fome of whom were not fighting 
men, are inflanccs too fhocking for 
me to relate, and, I hope, for you to 
bear— the brave are ever generous 
and humane. After exprefling your 
{entiments of humanity, you proceed 
to make a requeft which I think you 
would defpife us if we complied with. 
Your propofal, that we fhould lay 
down our arms, we abfolutely reject ; 
we , have taken them up to maintain 
rights which are dearer to us than our 
lives, and will not lay them down 
till either fuccefs has crowned our 
caufe with victory, or, like many an- 
cient worthies contending for liberty, 
we meet with anhonourable death. 

* « You mention, that if we reject 
your propofal, you will put arms into 
the hands of the Tories, again it us ; 
we have no objection to the meafure; 
for it would be a very good one, to 
fill our arffcnal with arms. Your 
threats to wantonly burn and deftroy 
our houfes, and other property, and 
reduce our wives and children to beg- 
gary and diftrefs, is a. fentiment 
which my humanity almoft forbids 
me to recite, and induces me to ima- 



gine that I am reading the croel or* 
der of barbarous Atilla, and not a 
gentleman's brave, generous, and 
poiiihed, with a genteel European 
education. To wantonly deftroy, 
will injure your caufe more thah 
ours; it will encreafe your enemies, 
and onr army. To de&ne to deduc- 
tion the property of our molt difHn- 
guilhed men, as you have done in 
your propofals, is* in my opinion, 
unworthy a generous foe, and more 
like a rancourous feud between two 
contending Barons, than a war car- 
ried on between one of the greateil 
powers on earth, againft a people 
nobly ilruggling for liberty— a line 
of honour would mark out, thaj thofe 
men fhould (hare the fate of their 
country. If your arms fhould be 
crowned with fuccefs, which God 
forbid, they and their property wilt 
be entirely at the difpofal of your 
Sovereign. The lefs of their pro- 
perty, while their perfons are out of 
your power, will only make them 
defperate, and, as I faid before, en- 
creafe your foes 'and our army ; and 
retaliation upon Toriesand their pro- 
perty is not entirely out of our power. 
Be affured that thefc are the fenti- 
ments and determined refolutions not 
of myfelf only, but of all officers and 
private men under me. 

" My prayer, Sir, is, that this 
anfwer may reach you in health and 
great happinefs. 

" Given at Head-quarfers at Quin- 
ton's-bridge, the twenty-fecond day 
of March, 1778. 

Elijah Hand, Colonel. 
7#. C. Mawhood, Colonel. 

New-York, May 7. On the receipt 
of the two Conciliatory Bills from 
England, Governor Tryon ordered 
them to be publifhed in the New- 
York papers feveral times, to which 
he added the following : 

" I do hereby certify, that the 
foregoing drafts of bills are true co- 
pies of the enclofures fent me in a dif- 
patch by the Right Honourable Lord 

George 
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Gedrge Germain; one of his Majefty's 
Principal Secretaries of State. 

*' His Majefty having feen with 
great concern the calamitous confer 
quence* of the difpute, with the- Co- 
lonies^ and willing to hope that even 
jhofe who have been molt forward in 
bringing on thofe misfortunes, are 
now convinced of the fatal tendency 
of their conduct, and would gladly 
return to their allegiance* it they 
were not witheld by apprehensions 
that advantage woufd be taken of 
their fubmiflion, to purfue meafures 
dictated by refentment of their paft 
behaviour, and to impofe upon the 
Colonies intolerable burthens and re- 
straints : to remove all grounds of 
fiich apprehenfions, and to prepare 
the way to the return of peace, the 
above bills were read in the Houfe of 
Commons, on the 19th day of Febru* 
ary lalt, in purfuance of an unanimous 
xefolve of that Houfe, of the 7th of 
the fame month ; and I have his Ma- 
jelly's command to caufe them to be 
printed and difperfed, that the people 
at large may be acquainted with their 
contents, and of the favourable dif- 
pofition of Great Britain towards the 
American Colonies. Given under 
my hand at New- York, this 15 th 
day of April, 1778. 

William Tr.yon<" 



) 



In Congrcfs, November 8, 1 777. 
Refolved, That Major-general 
Heath be directed forthwith to caufe 
to be Jtaken down the name and rank 
of every commiftioned officer, and 
the name, former place of abode, oc- 
cupation, fize, age, and defcription 
of every non-commiflioned officer and 
grivate foldier, and all other perfons 
comprehended in the Convention, 
npade between Lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne, and Major-general Gates, 
on the 16th of October, 1777, an( * 
tr-anfrnii an authentic copy thereof to 
the Board of War, in order that if 
any officer, foldier, or any other per- 
fon as above-mentioned, of the laid 
army, ^faall hereafter be found in' 



arms againft thefe States in Nbftfc 
America, during the preferif contend 
he may be convicted of the ofrence j 
and fuffer the pifnifhment in fuch cafe 
infliftcd by the law of nation*. 

That Major-general Heath be di- 
rected to take the parole in writing 
of the officers; according to the Con- 
vention, and tranfmit authenticated 
copies of fuch paroles to the Board of 
War. - 

November 22. The Committee td 
whom were referred the return of 
ordnance, and itores, taken from the 
enemy fince the ,19th day of Sep- 
tember, and the letter from the Coun- 
cil of Safety of New- York, and td 
whom their former report was re- 
committed^ having taken the fame 
into consideration* beg leave to ob- 
serve : 

" That dure is rid mention in the 
faid return of ftandards, military 
cheft, medicines* or tents^ 

** That the quantity of powder is 
very fmall, being only fifteen barrels 
grained, and two barrels mealed, and 
the quantity of fixed ammunition 
very inconfiderable. That the muf- 
kets amount only 10,4647, a number 
not equal to the prisoners who fur- 
rendered agreeable to the Convention 
of Saratoga, and all thefe muikets 1 
are returned " unfit for fervice.'* 
That there are only 638 cartouch 
boxes. That^ the number of bayonets 
is greatly inferior to the mufkets* and 
thefe as well as the cutlafles, are re- 
turned ** without fcabbards" or belts^ 
In fhort, the whole return feemsvery 
inadequate to a well-appointed army, 
and to what might be expected from, 
the anfwers returned by Lieutenant . 
general Burgoyne to the firft propor- 
tions made by Major-general Gates. 

" Your Committee therefore are 
of opinion, that an enquiry ought to 
be made into the caufes of this defi- 
ciency." Whereupon, 

Refolved, tha* the Prefident im- 
mediately fend an exprefs to General 
Gates, and defire anfwers to the fol- 
lowing queftions, viz. 

What 
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, What is become of the ftaridards 
belonging to the refpettive regimentt 
in General Burgoyne's army ? 

Where is the military cheft and 
medicines ? 

What is become of the cartouch 
boxes ? 

: How comes the quantity of powder 
and cartridges to be fo fmall i 

How comes it that the number ef 
mufkets is lefs than that of the pri- 
soners, and that all the tauikcts arc 
unfit for fervice ? 

How comes the number of bayonets 
to be fo greatly inferior to that of 
mufltets ? 

Where are the fcabbards and belts 
of the bayonets and cutlafles ? 
. Was there any deftru&ion, wafte, 
removal or concealment, of the arms, 
tents, colours, treafure, or other mi- 
litary flores belonging to General 
Burgoyne's army, from the time the 
firft propofal was made on ^the 13th 
of October to the time of furrender ? 

What was the Hate and condition 
of the arms and military ftores when 
received by General Gates ? 
. Were the arms piled agreeable to 
the articles of the Convention ? If 
they were not, did any damage ne- 
ceflarily accrue in confequence of the 
failure I 

And that General Gates be di- 
rected tomaketheneceflary inquiries, 
and return his anfwers to Congrefs as 
foon as poflible. 

Refolved, That it is not to be un- 
derflood that the embarkation of the 
troops under Lieutenant-general Bur- 
goyne, is in any wife to be delayed, 
on account of the foregoing queries, 
if transports arrive before the anfwers 
are returned, and the enquiry dire&ed 
is finished. 
Difpatcb from Lieutenant -general 

BuacoYNE to the Prefident of the 
Congrefs. ift and 2d lettef. 
Cambridge, February \\, 1778. 

Sir* 
Having received from Major-ge- 
. *eral Heath, on the 4th inftant, Mi- 
Vol. VL ' 



nutesof the report of a Committee of 
Congrefs, and confiderations and re- 
folves fubfequent thereupon, dated 
January the Sth, 1778, I think my- 
felf called upon by public and private 
honour to offer a reply to fuch parts 
as regard my perfonal conduit, toge- 
ther with other matters arifing from 
the explanation of fa&s. 

My ftate of health, and fhe anx- 
ieties of my fituation, occaiioned by 
feme extraordinary occurrences here, 
render me very unfit for the underr 
taking ; but I chofe rather to hazard 
it in an imperfect ftate, than to pro- 
craftinate in a circumflance that feema 
to me big with the moll important 
confequences ; and I commit the 
fubfequent paper, Sir, to your hand, 
as the channel that I conceive to be 
moll proper to lay it fpecdily before 
the Congrefs* 

The firft article in the proceedings 
referred to Hates, ** That numbers of 
the cartouch-boxes, and feveral ether 
articles of military accoutrements, 
annexed to the perfons of the non- 
commiilioned officers and foldiers in 
General Burgoyne's army, have not 
been delivered up, and that agreeable 
to the fpirit of the Convention, and 
the techuical interpretation of the 
word " arms," they ought to have 
been delivered up ;" and the refolves 
arifing from this article of the report 
exprefles, "That as many of the 
cartouch-boxes, and feveral other ar- 
ticles of military accoutrements, an- 
nexed to the perfons of the non- 
commiffioned officers and foldiers in- 
cluded in the Convention of Sara- 
toga, have not been delivered up, 
the Convention, on the part of the 
Britifti army, has not been ftriclly 
.cpmplied with." I defire to refer in 
t this matter to the recolleftion of Ge- 
neral Gates, and I rely upon his juf- 
tice to vindicate my auertion, that 
■ neither cartouch-boxes, nor any other 
.article of accoutrements, agreeable 
to the fpirit of the Convention, or 
the '.* technhal" QT poilible inter- 
X pretation^ 
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pretation, could came 
word *\arms" were refuted to be 
delivered up, or clandeftinely carried 
away, the cartouch-boxet, viz. tbofe 
that are technically interpreted *r*u y 
or military ftores, becaufe delivered 
from the Tower of London with every 
new fet of firelocks and bayonets, 
were by moil regiments left in Ca- 
nada, aslefs convenient than poaches : 
the cartouch-baxes that remained 
were only thofe of the light infantry 
companies ; fevtral of them were ac- 
tually ilepofited with the arms; and 
the very few others were carried away 
under, the eyes and with the know- 
ledge of General Gates. 

The Congrefs having dwelt parti- 
cularly upon this charge, both in the 
report and the reiblve, I truftl am 
juftifiable in ^preflinjf farther \i|>on 
their attention the report of the of* 
ficer who carried a meflage to the 
troops, in confeqitence of a converia- 
tion between General Gates and Ma- 
jor-general Phillips, No. I. which 
clearly demonftrates the firft fenfe 
General Gates entertained of the 
whole tranfa&ion ; and the report of 
Lieutenant^coloneLKingfton, the De- 
puty Adjntant-geneiai,Slo. II. which 
refers to the time when the troop* 
parted by General Gates on their 
inarch, with all tEek acttmtremeiits 
upon their backs, fome fcours after 
the above meilage, makes the Gene- 
•raTs participation, rorrfent and ap- 
probation, after reflection, equally 
evident. 

The Committee, in the Tiext ar* 

tide, mention, " other circumftances 

attending the delivery of the -arm* 

and military ftores, which excite 

s ilrong fafpicions that the Convention 

ihas not been itri&ly complied with 

\-on the. part of General Burgoyne, 

agreeable to its j true fpirit, and the 

'mcention-of theconrraoing parties. " 

The Congreis will be too juft to 

' lay^any ceufure opon me for not an- 

; {wearing an allegation propounded fci 

*fuch general ;tenns, and the objects 
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under the of which I do not comprehend. JU 
linteis it in my power to conceive 
the objects alluded to by the words 
of the fame paragraph, *' former 
frauds in the conduct of our ene- 
mies," My conftemation in finding 
the Britifh honour in treaties im- 
peached, is the only fentiment I can 
exprefs upon the fubjeft. 

The Committee proceed to ftate as 
a neceffary meafure for fecuring the 
performance of the Convention, "the 
Ycfolutions of Congrefs of the 8th of 
November laft, directing General 
Howe to eaufe to be taken down the 
names and rank of every commiflion-* 
ed officer, and the name, former 
place of abode, occupation, fize, 
age, and description of every non- 
comtniffioned officer, private foldier, 
and all other perfons comprehended 
in the Convention of Saratoga." 

It might be thought improper in 
me to renew the arguments ufed in 
ihy letter to Major-general v Heath, 
dated November the 23d, which has 
been already under the confederation' 
of the Congrefs, and npon which - 
tHey'have decided, refpecling the hn- 
pbfiftg new conditions, by infifting 
npon the defcriptive lift ; but I am 
ttnder the neceffiry of representing; 
that the Committee have not attend- 
ed to the words Of my letter, when 
they obferve, " I am totally mifteken 
in my appeal." I do not mean to 
deny that the prifoners names, conn- 
tries and towns, were taken down in 
Canada. I always knew they were, 
and for this plain reafon, that the^ 
bound themfelves to return to Ca- 
nada upon a demand, and it we* 
therefore neceffary to fcnow dieir 
-abodes. . 

The Committee do not ftate th* 
defcriptive lifts were taken, and 4 
believe them too accurate to have 
omitted a circumftance fo material to 
-make the cafes parallel.; but were it 
otherwife in any inflances to which I 
toave been a Granger in Canada, I 
venture ftill to perfevere in my afler- 
• * aons, 
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,tkms, that m thdfe inftancw w4ere I 
-was prefent, defcriptive lifts were not 
jnade at all, noraay lifts or fignatures 
propofed upon fufpicion of public 
faith, or any other ground than that 
■above fpecified, of afcertaining 'the 
prifoners, and the place where they 
were to be found, in cafe it fhould 
he judged expedient to recall them. 

It will be for the candour and jus- 
tice of the Congrefs to confider, that 
-in my letter to Major-general Heath, 
dated November the 23d, my refufal 
•was founded fblely on this idem, that 
the application was dishonourable and 
unprecedented ; and as a further proof 
that the Committee have placed this 
refufal in a point of view mote alarm- 
•iag than it deferves, I beg leave to 
refer the Congrefs to other letters 
.which panned between General Heath 
and me upon this fubjed (No. HI. and 
IV.) and they will find that when a 
precedent was produced, I only in- 
quired time, to convince myfelf the 
♦parallel held ; and though, from an 
■nhappy affair, to which my time has 
been neceffarily devoted, and die pe- 
riod for the delivery of fuch lifts not 
preffing, I with-held my final anfwer. 
-I am perfuaded General Heath, and 
' thole of his officers with whom I have 
converted upon the fubjecl, plainly 
law I meant to comply upon^tnte pre 
cedent, a« ftated in his letter of the 
21ft of January. 

I confefc, Sir, that feeling for the 
honour pf Sir Guy Carleton, who 
commanded in Canada at the time, 
*& every man does who knows him, I 
nnd it impoffible to leave unnoticed 
-the matter General hfeath has thought 
proper to intermix with his prece- 
dent, in the letter referred to; and 
I take leave, for one moment's di- 
greffion, to obferve, that our own 
officers, of all ranks, in the land fer- 
vice, are allowed no more tljan three 
. quarters of a ration on board any of 
our flaps, nor is any diftin&ion of ra- 
tion made for our officers of any rank, 
it being fuppofed that they fapply 



themfclves, at their private expence, 
with different fare. 

The Committee have thought pro- 
per to blend with their observation 
upon my refufal of defcriptive lifts, 
my former conduct, and more efpe- 
cially the confideration, " that nine 
days previous to this refufal, I had, 
without juft caufe given, declared, in 
a letter to General Gates, that the 
public faith, plighted in the Con- 
vention of Saratoga, was broken on 
the part of the States ;" and great 
Jlreis is laid, that my declaration was 
not dropped in a hafty expreffion, 
dictated by fudden paffon, but is de- 
livered as a deliberate ad of j udgment* 

I am fo unfortunate not to have 
preferved any copy of a letter flated 
to be of fuch ierious confequence ; 
but that very drcumftaoce, joined to 
the cenfcions. rectitude of my own in- 
tentions, is to myfelf a proof that it 
cannot bear the interpretation the 
Committee give it, if taken upon the 
general context. 

I well remember that I meant to 
inform- General Gates, that the 
treaty was not complied with in re- 
fpeft to the ftipulation of quartering 
oncers; and in whatever words I 
may <havc expreffed that idea, though 
J do not retain them in my memory, 
I will venture to pronounce, that 
upon an impartial revifkm, and com- 
pared with attendant circumftances, 
they will be found to amount to no 
more than a call upon General Gates 
to fee the complaint redreffed, 

To prove that fuch a call was war- 
ranted, I tranfmit herewith (No. V,) 
the reports of the Britifh and German 
corps, both refpecling the officers 
aqd the men, and to mark that I did 
not confider the article of the treaty, 
in this refpec>, in a rigorous fenfe, 
as the Committee fuppofe me to have 
done ; but in the latitude they them- 
fclves give it upon the words «' as 
far as circumftances would admit," 
J canoot forbear to rcprefent, that 
notwithftanding the concourfe of 

X 4 Grangers, 
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ftrangers, the late devaluation and de- 
ilrudtion of the neighbourhood, and 
every other circumftance the Com- 
mittee have been informed of, in ex- 
tenuation of the treatment of the 
troops, circumftances did fully admit 
the accommodation of officers. There 
were, at the time of the above com- 
plaints, houfes more than fufficient 
for the purpofe ; fome of them, as I 
have been informed, under fequef- 
tration, and pofleffed only.by tenants 
at will, over which the Council of 
the Maffachufetts had, confequently, 
controul ; others poffefled by perfons 
who would have been willing to re- 
ceive officers, had they not been pre- 
vented by the Committee of Cam- 
bridge; and during this time, after 
being prefled into Cambridge through 
bad weather, inconvenience and fa- 
tigue, without any preparation made 
to receive the foperior officers, I was 
lodged in a miferable public-houfe ; 
and, in ill health, obliged to par- 
take with Major-general Phillips, 
two very fmall dirty rooms for our- 
felves, our Aid-de-camps, and the 
Staff of the army then preient, hav- 
ing been amufed, from day to day, for 
near a fortnight, with the expectation 
of proper accommodations, I was only 
at laft relieved by confenting to pay, 
upon a private bargain, a larger fum 
for an unfurnifhed houfe out of re- 
pair, than would have been required 
for a palace in the deareft metropolis 
of the world. And under thefe cir- 
cumftances I wrote to Genera] Gates* 
Had they been known to the Com- 
mittee at the time they formed their 
report, they would probably have 
fpared a farcafm upon my letter, and 
have fuppofed I might have dropped 
a hafty and unguarded exprpilion. 
Should any further refutation of this 
charge be thougnt neceflary, I refer 
to the circumftances of the officers 
confenting to fign their parole after 
the date of my letter to ; General 
Gates, they having previouily refufed 
f6 to do, upon preemption that the 



ftipuktions in regard to their quarters 
were abufed. Upon the faith of Ge- 
neral Heath, I made myfelf guaran- 
tee for the fulfilling of the 'treaty in 
the only part complained of; and the. 
aft of figning by a : general concur- 
rence, cannot but be looked upon aa 
the fulleft proof of confirmation and 
ratification on our part, and when 
considered, mult obliterate every im- 
preflion relative to our thinking our>- 
ielves abfolved from our former com- 
pact. , '''*.'• 
/The Committee not having pro- 
fefled to lay any ftrefs on the attempt 
(as they think proper to term it) " tQ 
alter the place of embarkation, or on 
the* feemingly inadequate number of 
veflels at Rhode-Ifland, or on the 
improbability of being able to victual 
the fleet and army for a voyage of 
fuch length." And the plan of this 
addrefs being only to anfwer n^atter > 
-relative to myfelf, I might wave 
touching thofe fubjefts, but truft it 
will not be thought mifplaced to re- 
mark, that General Pigot's, letter, 
to which the Committee refer, men- 
tions, that twenty-fix tranfports from 
the Delaware, were off the harbour'* 
mouth, at Rhode-Ifland, but no ex- 
preffion in the letter implies that the 
fleet was not to confift of more from 
New-York, or any other place ; and 
in negard _ to . the victualling, I not 
only pledge my own veracity, but 
that of the moft" highland reputable 
characters at Rhode-Ifland, that the 
fleet was fully victualled for four 
. months, for the. whole of the land 
army and feamen. 

After thefe explanations and an- 
fwers to the feveral charges contained 
in the Report, &c. I truft no words 
. of fo harfh a nature, as to imply a 
diftruft of my pergonal honour, will 
be fuffered to remain in the Journals , 
of Congrefs* 

But mould any doubt (till fubfift, 
that the idea of being releafed from 
the engagements of tie Convention 
has been adopted by any part of the 

troops. 
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troops, I am confident there is not 
an officer who will not join his fig- 
nature to mine, for a further pledge 
of faith, provided the fufpenfion is 
immediately taken off; and animated 
by the rnoft fubftantial principles of 
truth and honour, I propofe to the 
Congrefs this laft expedient within 
my power, to reftore tHe mutual 
confidence of the contracting parties 
in the Convention of Saratoga, and 
to fave at once Great Britain and 
'America from yet more ferious evils 
than we reciprocally endure in the 
profecution of our unhappy conteft. 
$ ■- ■ .',•'•'■ 

Copies of the References. 

u " > No. I. 
Report of Lieutenant Noble, aSling 
v 'Aid- de - camp to Major - general 
"Phillips. '' ' 

In the ,'courfe of converfation at 
Saratoga, Ottober 17, 1777, I heard 
Major-general Gates fay, that he did 
not mean to injure private property ; 
and as" the! Col6nels would fuffer by 
the Iofs 1 of their accoutrements, the 
foldiers might take them. I was the 
'officer fenf to the Commanding Of- 
ficers to tell them, the foldiers were to 
keep their' accoutrements ; they had 
taken them off with a defign to leave 
them behind, and upon my delivering 
the meflage, they put them on again. 
This was before dinner — Major-gene- 
ral Phillip's and Major-general Gates 
lvere together; :I * 
(Signed) 

Wm. Noble, Lieut. 2 if Reg. 

No. II. 
ponverfation between Major-general 
'Gates and Lieutenant - colonel 
Kingston. 

At the converfation of Saratoga, 
Oftober 17, 1777, when the troops 
marched by with their accoutrements, 
General Gates afked me, if it was not. 
. cuftomary for arms and accoutrements 
to go together.-— Replying, that the 
* accoutrements were the Colonels, 
and private property, General Gates 



faid, Very true; they are your's as 
fuch, and becaufe we have not' men- 
tioned them in the Convenion. 
(Signed) 
Robert Kingston, D. A. Q* 

No. III. 
ExtraSt of a letter from General 
Heath, dated January 21, I778. 
You are pleafed to obferve, that ip 
regard to giving the names, viz, 
&c. &c. your opinion not being 
changed, you are under £he necefliMr 
of referring me to your former letter 
upon that fubjeel ; but at the fame 
time afiure me,that if I will point out 
to you the inftances I alluded to, where 
fimilar demands have been made by 
Britifh officers, and complied with; 
you will give the matter further con- 
fideration, and further anfwer, and 
then conclude, "that in Canada I 
know the cafe was directly the re- 
verie." As your Excellency appears 
inclined to appeal to the conducl of 
the officers in Canada, I will give 
you an in fiance, and arecentone too, 
from that quarter, which I think will 
be fully fufficient without mentioning 
others. The American officers ana 
foldiers, taken by the army under your 
command, at and near Ticonderoga, 
and fent down to Canada, are now 
returned home under parole ; their 
treatment "was as follows, which I 
have from a Captain Walcott, of 
Colonel Marshall's regiment: — When 
they got to Quebec, the officer gave 
their paroles, and directly after they 
were all fent on board the man of 
war indifcriminately with the pri- 
vates ; and were told by the officer* 
onboard, that, they knew no diffe- 
rence between them, as they looked 
upon the Government that made 
them to be nothing ; and before they 
were fent home, the following de- 
fcriptionsr were taken of the foldiers, 
viz. their names, the province, coun- 
try, and town, where they belonged 
to, age, iize, and complexion. , Of- 
ficer* and men being intermixed to- 
gether, 
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gethej, had two thirds of a ration per 
cay, without diilin&ion. After men- 
tioning thefe instances, Sir, I hope^ 
you will have no further obje&ion in 
complying with the requifuion fent 
you for talcing the defenptions of the 
jtroops of the Convention. I am. 
Your Excelfeney's 
Moft obedient fervant, 

W. Heath. 
lieutenant-general Burgoyne. 

No. IV. 
Cofy of a Letter from General 'Bur- 
coy n e to Major-general He a t h , 
January 24, 177&. 

Sir, 
T mould Jure anfwered your letter, 
received the day before yefterday, 
fooner, but the bufineis of the Court- 
Martial has taken up my whole time ; 
the officers fufees have been ordered 
in ; they will be fafely kept at my 
.quarters, and I will be refponfrble for 
their not being returned to the officers 
while they remain here. Thefe fufees 
are no part of the public flores ; they 
*re private property ; if you make a 
point of their being given into your 
enftody, I mull beg a Utile time to 
irefled upon it. With regard to the 
other matter, concerning the perfbnal 
descriptions of the troops, I muft give 
it ferious confideration, and I con- 
ceive the delay cannot be attended 
with any difappointment, as any time 
before the embarkation will equally 
anfwer the purpofe for which you re- 
quire it. I am, Sir, 

Your moil humble fervant, 

}. BVJLCOYNK. 

J&ajor-g&ural Heath. 

No. V. 
£ulflanci of the Remonjlrances made to 
the General hy the Commanding Of- 
ficers of the troops cftbe Convention, 
/ton after their arrival at Cam- 
bridge. 
. The dictates of humanity, as well 
*s our duty, prompt us to lay be- 



fore your Excellency our htrmble re*. 
prefentation of the ftate of qurfelyes* 
and of the officers and foldiers under 
our command* We beg of your Exp- 
ediency, to intereft yourfelf for us* 
and, by yourremonitrances, to reme- 
dy the ill treatment which we now 
undergo, and of which we have but 
too much reafbn to complain. 

According to one of the articles of 
the Convention, which your Excel- 
lency made with Major-genera] Gates* 
it was agreed, tharthe officers (hou!4 
be conveniently lodged, according tp 
their diiFerent ranks. Jnftea4.of thk 
article being fulfilled, we are^putinto 
barracks, made of fingle- boards yBve, 
fix, and feven officers in one room, 
without any dillindlion of rank. ■ 

The foldiers barracks., in. general, 
are fo very bad, that the men are not 
iheltered from the cold, orrain, thopgh 
they have offered themfelves to repair 
their barracks, upon materials being 
delivered to them ; they are twenty* 
and twenty-four in a room, three. i& 
a birth, are without candle, And fcarce 
receive wood enough to ccok their 
victuals, much lefs to. warm their 
rooms. 

Thefe, but too well founded, com- 
plaints, occafion an univerfal difcon- 
tent among the troops; defertietn, 
and other iertous con fcquences* for 
which we cannot be anfwerable, are 
much to be feared ; we feel much left 
concerned for our own private con- 
venience, than for that of the troops 
nuder Our command. 

We are too well convinced of your 
Excellency's goodnefs, to doubt a 
moment of this Rempnftratfce being 
taken into confider^uipn. We are 
well aflured, that you will infift upon „ 
and obtain thofe advantages p which 
the Convention entitles the troops;; 
we imagine they ought, in ju£ice, to 
be put upon the fame footing a* in. 
the winter 1775, when the Britifh 
troops were in garrifon in Bofion. 

We put our fete into the hands, 

and 
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and under the protp&ian of your Ex- Great Britain, to great extern, and 6 



cellency, and have the honour to be, 
with the greateft refpetl, &c. Sec, 
Signed- by the Brigadier-generals 9 
and -Officers commanding corps. 

Sir,. 

Should the firft letter, which my 
Aid-de-Camp will have the honour to 
deliver to you, fail in the intended 
effect of reftoring the Convention of 
Saratoga to its original force, and the 
Congrefs adhere to their refolves of 
January Sth, I become mbject to the 
dilemma of facrificing, probably my 
life, . and certainly much nearer in- 
terefb, or to accept a pafsport for Eng- 
land, fhouldthe Congrefs think pro- 
per to grant it as matter of indul- 
gence. 

Principle and duty require me to 
avow that, did I conceive the caufe of 
my JCing and Country to be involved, 
or the great queftion, upon the point 
Of public faith, to oe committed by 
myebneeffion, thefe perfonal Sacrifices 
mould be made. But confeious that 
a requeft, founded upon individual 
and private concerns, cannot be pre- 
judicial to the political interests or 
intentions of Great Britain ; and per- 
fuaded, that a compliance with-them 
can as tittle afifeft the fameconfidera- 
tions in America, I addrefs myfelf 
to- you i Sir; as the channel which I 
conceive to be the moft proper, to lay 
before the Congrefs the following 
reprcfentations and application for 
relief: 

JS/iy health, to which the climate 
of America was always averfe, has 
lately declined by more than ordinary 
degrees* 

The fymptoms ef a complaint I 
<hatfc been fubjed to before, and to 
which the Bath waters have been 
found the only remedy, are daily in- 
Vcreafing ; and it is the opinion of my 
-phyfician, as well as my own, that my 
"life, under God, depends in a great 
meafure upon thatrefource. 

Accounts with tb& Treafwy • 6f 



a very complicated nature, He open 
by reafon of my abfence ; and my 
death before they are fettled, might 
occafion much embarrafsment, and 
great injury tomy relations and friends. 

Thefe circumftances apply to the 
general principles of juftice and hu- 
manity; another yet remains for 
generous confideration . 

By my detention in this country, I 
am deprived of every pofiible means 
to give an account of my actions ; 
and my character ftandsetfpofed, after 
an intricate and unfuccefsful ^cam- 
paign, to all the afperfions and erro- 
neous interpretations, that the male- 
volent, the prejudiced, or the mifin- 
formed, may chufe to call upon it. 

Suchhardihipsoffituation, whether 
confidered feverally or collectively, 
will, 1 truft, carry a weight that no 
ardour of hoftility, or other circum- 
ftance of thefe unhappy times, can 
Oppofe. 

In this confidence, and confeious 
of the favour I have repeatedly fhewn 
to officers of the Continental troops, 
upon far lefs urgent exigencies, I aflt 
of the Congrefs leave for myfeif, the 
officers of my family, whofe names 
and ranks are transmitted herewith, 
and my fervants to return to England, 
by Rhode-Hland, New-York, or any 
other expeditious route the Congreft 
mall appoint. I am ready to renew my 
obligations, if thought neceflary, to aft 
the ftipulatiohs of the Convention of 
Saratoga; and fcorning to withdraw 
myfelf upon lefs reafons than life and 
honour, from any poffible lot of my 
profeffion, I am willing to givp a 
parole, that mould the fufpennon of 
embarkation be by any means pro- 
longed beyondthe time apprehended, 
1 will return to America upondemand 
of the Congrefs; and due notice 
given, re-deliver up my perfon into 
their power, and abide the common 
-fate of my brethren in this army. 

I am, &c. &c. u 

- J. "©URGOY-tftf, 

In 
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RefolveJ, That it be earneftly re- 
commended o the feveral States, as 
foon as may be, to confifcate and 
make fale of all the real and perfonal 
eftate therein of fuch of their inha* 
bitants, and other perfons* who have 
forfeited the fame, and the right to 
the protection of their refpettive 
States, and to inveft the money arifmg 
from the fales in Continental loan- 
office certificates, to be appropriated 
in fuch manner as the refpeftive 
States fhall hereafter diredl. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
Baltimore, February 17* 
.In Congrefs, December 3, 1777. 

Whereas it is the uniform practice 
of oiir enemies, to purfue every 
meafure which may tend to diffract, 
divide, and delude the inhabitants of 
thefe States, to effect which purpofe 
they have, amongft other arts, pro- 
moted a/Tociations for fupporting the 
credit of the public money, ftruck 
under the authority and fandtion of 
the King of Great Britain, which 
a/Tociations are evidently calculated to 
fap tfie confidence of the public, in 
the Continental bills of credit, and 
jn thofe iffued by the authority of the 
refpedtive State*, and to furnifh a 
medium, for carrying on a pernicious 
and traitorous commerce between the 
enemy and the citizens of thefe 
States : 

«• Refolved, That it be earnestly 
recommended to the legiilative au- 
thorities of the refpedive States, 
forthwith to enact laws, requiring all 
perfons within their refpe&ive States, 
who may be poffefled of any bills of 
credit, ftruck under the fan&ion and 
authority of the King of Great Bri- 
tain, or on or before the 19th of 
■April, 1775* forthwith to deliver in 
the fame to a commiffioner or com- 
.mjffioners, for that purpofe to be ap- 
pointed in each county of the refpec- 
tfve States, . authoriiing fach com- 
jniflioner or commiflioners, to give 
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in exchange for any fum fo paid ih,- 
Continental money, or bills of credit 
of their refpedlive State j, and to de- 
clare in the laws fo to be enacted* 
that all bills of credit under the 
defcription above-mentioned, which 
fhall not be fo delivered in, within 
foch reafonable time as the re'fpettive 
States fhall for fuch purpofe limit* 
fhall henceforth become irredeemable* 
Extract from the Minutes* 

Publifhed by order of Congrefs* 

Charles Thomson* Sec* 

In Congrefs, December $s 1777. 

Whereas it is of the greateft im- 
portance that Congrefs fhould, at 
this critical juncture, be well inform-* 
ed of the ftate of affairs in Europe, 
And whereas Congrefs have refolved* 
that the Honourable Silas Deane, 
Efq. be recalled from the Court of 
France, and have appointed another 
Commiffioner to fupply his place 
there. 

Ordered > That the Committee for 
foreign affairs write to the Honourable 
Silas Deane, and diredl him to em- 
brace the firft opportunity of return- 
ing to America, and upon his arrival, 
to repair with all poffible difpatch to 
Congrefs. 

Extract from the Minutes* 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 
(Copy) 

In Congrefs, February 3* 1778* 

Refolved, That every officer, who 
holds or fhall hereafter hold a com- 
miffion or office from Congrefs, fhall 
take and fubferibethe following oath 
or affirmation : 

" I do acknowledge the 

United States of America, to be free, 
independent, and Sovereign States, 
and declare that the peoplf thereof 
owe no allegiance or obedience to 
George the Third, King of Great 
Britain ; and I renounce, refufe, and 
abjure any allegiance or obedience to 
him ; and I do fwear (or affirm) that 
I will to the utmoft of my power 
fupport, maintain, and defend the 
faid United Sta;es, againft the faiil 

King 
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Xing George the Third, his heirs 
and fuccefTors, and his and their abet- 
tors, affiftanrs and adherents, and 
will ferve the faid United States in 
the office of which I now hold, 

with fidelity, according to the beft of 
my fkill and underftanding* So help 
me God." 

That all officers of the army fhall 
take and fubfcribe the foregoing oath 
or affirmation, before the Commander 
in Chief, or any Major-general or 
Brigadier-general. 

That all officers of the navy fhall 
take and fubfcribe the fame before 
one of the Commiffioners of the Navy 
Boards, or before a Judge or Juftice 
cf the Peace of the State, wherein 
they refpedtively refide, or fhall re- 
ceive their commiffions or warrants. 

That all perfons holding any civil 
office of truft or profit, under the 
Congrefs of thefe United States, 
fhall take and fubfcribe the faid oath 
or affirmation before a Judge or Juf- 
tice of the Peace of the State wherein 
they refpedlively refide. 
' That every officer having the dif- 
pofal of public money, or who is or 
ftiall be intrufted with the charge or 
diftribution of public ftores, fhall at 
the time of taking and fubfcribing 
the foregoing oath or affirmation, 
alfo take, an oath or affirmation of 
office in the following words : 

** I do fwear (or affirm) 

that I will faithfully, truly and im- 
partially execute the office of 
to which I am appointed, and render 
a true account, when thereunt* re- 
quired, of all public monies by me 
received or expended, and of all ftores 
or other effects to me intrufted, which 
belong to the United States, and will 
in all refpe&s difcharge the truft re- 
pofed in me with juftice and inte- 
grity, to the beft of my fkill and 
underftanding. 

That every officer, taking the fore- 
going oaths or affirmations, or either 
of them, fhall obtain from the perfon 
adminifteringthe fame, duplicate cer- 
Vol. VI. 



tificatts, (pedfying the rime of his 
taking it of them, and alfo his name, 
and rank or employment. 

That every military officer fhall 
deliver or tranfmit one of the certi- 
ficates fo obtained, to the Commander 
in Chief, or the Commander of a de- 
partment, or to fuch perfon, as by 
general orders fhall be appointed to 
receive the fame ; and the faid Com- 
manding Officers fhall caufe the cer- 
tificates fo received to be fent to the 
Secretary of Congrefs, and fhall keep 
an exact lift of the names of all officers, 
whofe certificates fhall be received 
and forwarded, together with their * 
feveral ranks, and the times of their 
being qualified. 

That every officer In the navy fhall 
deliver or fend one of the certificates 
by him obtained to the Navy Board 
moft convenient, who are required 
to tranfmit the fame, and alfo a cer- 
tificate of their own qualifications, to 
the Marine Committee, as foon as 
conveniently may be. 

That every other perfon employed 
in any civil department or office as 
above-mentioned, fhall fend or deliver 
one of the certificates by him obtained 
to the Secretary of the State to which 
he belongs, or to fuch other pcrfou or 
perfons, as the Governor or Prefident 
of fuch State fhall direct. And the 
Governors or Prefidents of the feve- 
ral States are hereby requeftedto at- 
tend to this matter, and to caufe the 
certificates, when received, to be tranf- 
mitted to the Secretary of Congrefs. 

That each deponent or affirmant 
fhall retain and keep the other certi- 
ficate, by him obtained, as a voucher 
of his having complied with what is 
hereby enjoined him. 

Refolved, That every officer, civil 
or military, now in office, fhall take 
and fubfcribe the qualification above- 
directed, within twenty days after no- 
tice hereof ; and every perfon here- 
after appointed to any office, by or 
under the authority of the Congrefs 
of the United States of America, 
Y fhall 
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ftiall take and fubfcribe the fame, 
previous to his a£ting in fuch office : 
and every officer who fhall continue 
or prefume to exercife any commif- 
fion, civil or military, under the au- 
thority of the Congrefs of the United 
States of America, without taking 
the qualification in time and manner 
above directed, fhall be cafhiered, 
and forfeit two months pay to the 
ufe of the United States of America, 
and be rendered incapable of ferving 
in the artny of the laid States, and 
of executing thereafter any office un- 
der Congrefs. 

And whereas many perfons, em- 
ployed as Deputy or Affiftant Com- 
ririttaries or Quarter-mafters, or in 
other civil departments, are difperfed 
in various parts of the continent, 
aver whom neither Congrefs nor the 
head of their refpective departments 
can have the immediate infpection, 

Refolved, Xhat it be recommended 
to the legiflative and executive au-, 
thority of every State, to take effec- 
tual meafures for preventing any per 7 
fon, within their State, from exer- 
cifing any office in the civil depart- 
ment of the army, or in any other 
civil department under Congrefs, who 
firall not, when thereunto required 
by any magistrate, produce^ a legal 
appointment to that office, and a cer- 
tificate of his hayiug taken jthe fore- 
going oaths or affirmations, or who 
ihall neglect or refufe to take and 
fubfcribe the faid oaths or affirma- 
tions within the time above limited. 
Refolved, That the refolutions 
pafl"ed the z ill day of October, 1776, 
prescribing theform of an oath or af- 
firmation, and directing the fame to 
be.fubfcribed by officers holding com- 
miffions, or offices from Congrefs, be 
and they are hereby repealed. 
Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
In Congrefs, March?, 1778. 
\Vherea3 it is eflential to the ope- 
rations of the arnfiy, during the next 
campaign, that the moil vigorous 



meafures fhould forthwith be adopted 
for forming a body of horfe, upon 
fuch principles as are moft likely to 
advance the public intereft, and the 
honour of the officers and men who 
compofe the fame : and whereas in 
time of public danger, when the 
.lives, liberty and property of a free 
people are threatened by a foreign 
and barbarous enemy, it is the duty 
of thofe, who enjoy, in a peculiar 
degree, the gifts of fortune, and of 
a cultivated underftanding, to Hand 
forth in a difinterefted manner in the 
defence of their country, and by a 
laudable example to roufe and ani- 
mate their countrymen to deeds wor- 
thy of their brave anceftors, and of 
the facred caufe of freedom. 

Refolved, That it be earneftly re- 
commended to the young gentlemen 
of property and fpint in the States of 
New-Hampfhire, MalTaehufetts^Bay, 
Rhode-Iflana 1 , Connecticut, New- 
York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and 
'North- Carolina, forthwith to confti- 
tute within their refpectrve States, a 
troop or troops of light cavalry, to 
fcrve at their own expence (except in 
the article of provifion for themfclves, 
and forage for their horfes) until the 
3 ifl of December next. 

That each troop fo to be raifed 
cbnfift of not lefs than twenty, nor 
more than hxty rank and file ; that 
they have a right to choofe their own 
officers, who fhall receive Continen- 
tal commiffions, and that they ren- 
dezvous at the main army, on the 
firft day of May next, or at an earlier 
period, if*poflible. 

That in order to excite a proper 
{pirit of emulation in thefe troops, 
and to give them an opportunity of 
appropriating that fame, which their 
respective merits may entitle them to, 
during the campaign, each troop 
fhall bear the name of the State ia 
which it is raifed. 

That thefe troops, when raifed, 
fhall not ferve as exprefles, except in 
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time of a&Ion, nor as effcorts to the 
perlbn of any General, except that 
of the Commander of the army with 
whom they {erve, unlefs with their 
own choice. 

That every horfe which fhall be 
killed, and every horfe and all arms 
and accoutrements which fhall be 
taken, by the enemy in a&ion, fhall 
be paid for by the United States ; the 
value to be afcenained under the di- 
rection of the Commander in Chief; 
and all booty taken from the enemy 
/hall belong to the troop by whom it 
fhall be taken. 

Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the Government of the refpettive 
States, to countenance and encourage 
Jthis defign ; and that the Board of 
War tranfmjt to them forthwith co- 
pies of the foregoing refolutions, to- 
gether with a defcriptive lift of the 
accoutrements neceflary for man and 
.horfe. 

Extrad from the Minutes, 
Chakles Thomson, Sec* 
In Congrejs, April 22, 1778. 

The Committee to whom was re- 
ferred the General's letter of the 
1 8th, containing a certain printed 
paper, {ent from Philadelphia, pur- 
porting to be the draft of a Bill for 
declaring the intentions of the Parjja- 
inent of Great-Britain, as to the ex- 
ftrcife of what they are pleafed to term 
their right of impofing taxes within 
thefe United States ; and alfo the 
draught of a Bill to enable the King 
of Great-Britain to appoint Commit 
fionen, with powers to treat, confult, 
and agree upon the means of quiet- 
ing certain diforders within die faid 
States, beg leave to pbferve, 

That the faid paper being induf- 
trioufly circulated by emiflaries of the 
enemy, in a partial and fecret man- 
ner, the fame ought to be forthwith 
printed for the public information. 

The Committee cannot afcertain, 
whether the contents of the faid paper 
Jiave been framed in Philadelphia or 
in Great-Britain, much kfs whether 
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the fame are really and truly intended 
to be brought into the Parliament of 
that kingdom, or whether the faid 
Parliament will confer thereon the 
ufual folemnities of their laws. But 
are inclined to believe this will t hap- 
pen, for the following reafons : 

1 ft. Becaufe their General hath 
made divers feeble efforts to fet on 
foot fome kind of treaty during the 
laft winter, though, cither from a 
miftaken idea of his own dignity and 
importance, the want of information, 
or fome other caufe, he hath not 
made application tothofe who axe in- 
vefted with a proper authority. 

2<lly. Becaufe they fuppofe, that 
the fallacious idea of a ceflation of 
hoftilities will render thefe States re- 
mifs in their preparations for war. 

3<lly. Becaufe, believing the Ame- 
ricans wearied with war, they fuppofe 
we will accede to their terms for the 
fake of peace. 

4thly. Becaufe they fupppfe that 
our negociations may be fubjedl to a 
like corrupt influence with their de- 
bates. 

5thly. Becaufe they expect from 
this ftep the fame effeds they did 
from what one of their Minifters 
thought ^proper to call his conciliatory 
motion, viz. that it will prevent fo- 
reign powers from giving aid to thefe 
States; that it will lead their own 
fubje&s to continue a little longer the 
prefent war ; and that it will detach 
fome weak men in America from the 
caufe of freedom and virtue. 

6thly. Becaufe their King, from his 
Own ftiewing, hath reafon to appre- 
hend that his fleets and armies, in- 
ftead of being employed againft the 
territories of thefe States, will be ne- 
ceflary for the defence of his own do- 
minions. And, 

7thly. Becaufe the impracticability 
of fubjugating this country, being 
every day more and more manifeft, 
it is their intereft to extricate them- 
felves from the war upon any terms. 

The Committee beg leave farther 
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' to obferve, That upon a fuppofition 
the matters contained in the faid 
paper will* really go into the Bri- 
tifh ftatute book, they ferve to 
(hew, in a clear point of view, the 
weaknefs of the enemy. Their. 

WEAKNESS, 

i ft. Becaufe they formerly declared, 
not only that they had a right to bind 
the inhabitants of thefe States in all 
cafes whatfoever, but alfo that the 
•faid inhabitants mould abfolutely and 
unconditionally fubmit to the exercife 
of that right. And this fubmiffion 
they' have endeavoured to exact by 
the fword. Receding from this claim 
therefore, under the prefent circum- 
ftances, fhews their inability to en- 
force it. 

2dly. Becaufe their hath 

heretofore rejected the humbleft peti- 
tkmTof the reprefentatives of Ame- 
rica, praying to be confidered as fub- 
jects, and protected in the enjoyment 
cf peace, liberty, and fafety, and 
hath waged a moft cruel war againft 
them, and employed the favages to 
butcher innocent women and children. 
But now the fame — pretends to 
treat with thofe very reprefentatives, 
and grant to the arms of America, 
what he refufed to her prayers. 

3dly. Becaufe they have uniformly 
laboured to conquer this continent, 
rejecting every idea of accommoda- 
tion propofed to them, from a con- 
fidence in their own ftrength. Where- 
fore it is evident, from the change in 
their mode of attack, that they have 
loft this confidence. And, 

4thly. Becaufe the conflant lan- 
guage, fpoken not only by Mini- 
fters, but by the moft public and au- 
thentic acts of the nation, hath been, 
that it is incompatible with their dig- 
nity to treat with the Americans 
while they have arms in their hands. 
Notwithstanding whiih, an offer is 
now about to be made for treaty. 

The wickednefs and injtncerity cf 
the enemy appear from the following 
confiderations ; 



i ft. Whether the Bills now to fcc 
paused contain a direct or indirect 
ceflion of a part of-*- their former 
claims, or they do not. If they do* 
then it is acknowledged that they 
have facrificed many brave men in aa 
unjuft quarrel. If they do not, therf 
they are calculated to deceive Ame- 
rica into terms, to which neither ar- 
gument before the* war, nor force 
fince, could procure her afTent. 

2dly. Thefirft of thefe Bills ap- 
pears, from the title, to be a decla- 
ration of the intentions of the Britifh: 
Parliament concerning -the exercife of 
the right ofimpofing taxes within thefe 
States ; wherefore, fhould thefe States 
treat under the faid Bill, they would 
indirectly acknowledge that right, to 
obtain which acknowledgment, the' 
•prefent war hath been avowedly un* 
dertaken and profecuted on the part 
of Great-Britain. - 

3<ily. Should fuch pretended right 
be fo acquiefced in, then, of confe- 
quence, the fame might be exercifed 
whenever the Britilh Parliament 
fhould find themfelves in a different 
temper and difpofition ; fince it mufl 
depend upon thofe, and fuch like 
contingencies, how far men will act; 
according to their former intentions, ■ ■ 

4thly. The faid firft Bill, in the 
body thereof, containethno new mat- 
ter, but is precifely the fame with 
the motion before-mentioned, and 
liable to all the objections which lay 
againft the faid motion, excepting 
the following particular, viz. that, 
by the motion, actual taxation was 
to be fufpended as long as America 
fhould give as much as the faid Pac- 
liament might think proper: whereas, 
by the propofed Bill y it is to be fuf-r 
pended as long as future Parliaments 
continue of the fame mind with the 
prefent, 

5thly. From the fecond Bill it ap- 
pears, that the Britifh King may, if 
he pleafes, appoint Commiffioners to 
treat and agree with thofe whom they 
pleafe, about a variety of things 
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fcherein mentioned. But fuch treaties 
and agreements are. to be of no vali- 
dity without the concurrence of the 
iaid Parliament, except fo far as they 
r^Jate to the fufpenfion of hoflilities, 
aiid of certain . of their Acts, the 
.granting o t f pardons, ■ and the ap- 
pointing of Governors to thefe fo- 
.$ereign,free, ,l and independent States : 
.wherefore the faid Parliament have 
referved to themfelves, in exprefs 
hvords, the power of fetting afide any 
fuch treaty, and taking the advan- 
tage of any cijcumflance which may 
arife, to fubject this continent to the^r 
ufurpations. 

6thly. The faid Bill, by holding 
forth a tender of pardon, implies a 
criminality in our juftifiable refin- 
ance; andconfequently to treat under 
It would be an implied acknowledg- 
ment, that the inhabitants of thefe 
States were/ what Britain hath de- 
clared them to be, Rebels. ' 

7thly. The inhabitants of thefe 
States being claimed by them as fub- 
jects, they may infer, from the na- 
ture of the rtegociation now pretend- 
ed to be let on foot, that the faid in- 
habitants would of right be after- 
wards bound by fuch laws as they 
fliould make : wherefore any agree- 
. ment entered into oh fuch negocia- 
tion, might, at any future time, : be 
repealed., And ■''• '■ 

' Sthly. Becaufe the faid Bill pur- 
ports, that the Commiflioners therein 
■mentioned may treat with private in- 
dividuals : a meafure highly deroga- 
tory to the dignity of national cha- 
racter. > ■■■ ■ ■ 

From all which it appears evident 
to your Committee, that the faid 
Bills are intended to operate upon the 
Jiopes and fears of the good people of 
thefe States, fo as to create divifions 
among them, and a defection from 
the common caufe, now, by the blef- 
iing of Divine Providence, drawing 
near to a favourable iflue. That they 
are the feque) of that infidious plan, 
■which, from the days of the Stamp 



Aft down to the prefent time, hath 
involved this country in contention 
and blood (lied. At that, as in other 
cafes fo in this, although circum- 
stances may force them at times to re- 
cede from their unjuftifiable claims^ 
there can be no doubt hut they will- 
as heretofore, upon the firfl favour- 
able occafion, again difplay the lull 
of dominion, which hath rent in 
;wain the mighty empire of Britain. 

Upon the whole matter, the Coni- 
mittee beg leave to report it as their 
opinion, that as.the Americans united 
.in this arduous conteft upon principles 
of common intereit, for the defence 
of common rights and privileges, 
which union hath been cemented by 
common calamities, and by mutual 
good offices and affection, fo the great 
caufe for which they contend, and in 
which all 'mankind are interested, 
muft derive its fuccefs from the con- 
tinuance of that union. Wherefore 
any man or body of men, who mould 
prefume to make any feparate or par- 
tial Convention or agreement with 
Commifiioners under the Crown" of 
Great Britain, or any of them, ought 
to be confidered and treated as open 
and avowed enemies of thefe United 
States. 

And farther, your Committee beg 
leave to report as their opinion, that 
thefe United States cannot with pro-^ 
priety hold any conference or treaty 
with any ComniifTioners on the part 
of Great Britain, unlefs they (hall, 
as a preliminary thereto, either with- 
draw their fleets and armies, or elfe, 
in pofitive and exprefs terms, ac- 
knowledge the independence of the 
faid states. 

And inafmuch as it appears to be 
the defign of the enemies of thefe 
States, to lull them into a fatal fecu- 
rity, to the end that they may act 
with a becoming weight and import- 
ance, it is the opinion of your Com- 
mittee, that the'feveral States be call- 
ed upon to ufe the moft ftrenuous ex- 
ertions to have their refpective quotas 
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pf Continental troops in the ficl4 as 
foon as poffible, and that all the mi- 
litia of the faid States be held in rea- 
'dinefs to aft as occafion may require. 
The report being read, and debated 
Iby paragraphs, refolved unanimoufly, 
that Congrefs approve and confirm 
the faid report. 
*J? ublifhed by order of the Cpngrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec, 
In Congrefs ', April 23, 1778. 
Whereas perfuafion and influence, 
£he example of the deluded or wick- 
ed, the fear of danger, or the cala- 
mities of war, * may have induced 
J fome of the fubjedts of thefe States to 
join, aid, or abet the Britiih forces 
'in America, and who, though now 
defirous of returning to their duty, 
and anxioufly wiflring to be received 
and remitted to their country, may 
be deterred by the fear of punifh- 
ment : and whereas the people of 
thefe States are ever (that is, have 
/been, time immemorial) more ready 
to reclaim than to abandon, te miti- 
gate than to increafe the horrors of war, 
to pardon than to punifh offenders : 

. Refolved, That it be recommended 
to the Legislatures of the feveral 
States to pa fs laws, or to the execu- 
tive authority of each State, if in- 
veiled with fumcient power, to iflue 
proclamations, offering pardon, with 
fuch exceptions, and under fuch li- 
mitations and renrictions as they 
ihall think expedient, to fuch of 
their inhabitants or fubjecls, as have 
•levied war againftany of thefe States, 
or adhered to, aided, or abetted the 
enemy, and fhall fo render themfelves 
to a> y civil or military officer of any 
of thefe States, and fhall return to the 
State to which they may belong, be- 
fore the 10th day of June next. And 
it is recommended to the good and 
faithful citizens of thefe States, to re- 
ceive fuch returning penitents with 
compailion and mercy, and to forgive 
and bury in oblivion their paft failings 
and tranfgrefTions. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 



Fork-town Gazette, May 4, 1778. 

Qn Saturday the 2d inftant Simeon) 
Jpeane, Efq. arrived at Congrefs ex- 
prefs from the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries at Paris, and delivered his 
difpatches to his Excellency the Pre* 
fident: the important contents are 
by a correspondent thus communi- 
cated to us : 

The news of the defeat and capti- 
yity of General Burgoyne, were re- 
ceived in France the beginning of 
December, with as much joy as if a 
yiftory by their own troops had been 
announced. Our Plenipotentiaries 
took this opportunity again to attract 
the attention 0/ the Court of France 
to the qbjecVof their negotiation, - 
On the 16th, Monfieur Girard, Royal 
Syndic ofStralburg, and Secretary of 
Tiis Majefty's Council of State, waited 
upon our Plenipotentiaries, and in- 
formed them, by order of the King, 
** That after long and full confidera- 
tion of our affairs and proportions in 
Council, it was decided, and his Ma* 
jeity was determined "to acknowledge 
our independence, and make a treaty 
with us' of "amjty and commerce. 
That in this treaty no ' advantage 
would be taken of our prefent Situa- 
tion to obtain terms from us, which 
otherwife would not be convenient 
for us to agree to, his 'Majefty defir T 
ihg that the treaty, once made, 
mould be durable, and our amity 
fubfift for ever, which could not be 
expected^ if each nation did not AnU 
its intereft in the continuance, as in 
the commencement of it. It was 
therefore his intention, that the term's 
of the treaty fhould be fuch, as we 
might be willing to agree to, if our 
State had been long eftablimed, and 
in the fulnefs of ftrength and power, 
and fuch as we mould approve ©f 
when that time fhould come.' That 
his Majefty was fixed in his determi- 
nation, not only to acknowledge, but 
to fupport our independence by every 
means in his power. That in doing 
this, he might probablyte foon en- 
gaged in war, wkh all the expences, 
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Kfqae, and damage, ufually attend- 
ing' it ; yet he fhould not expect any 
compenfation from us on that ac- 
count, nor pretend that he acted 
wholly for our fakes, fince, befides 
his real good will to us and our caufe, 
it was manifeftly theintereftof France, 
that the power of England fhould be 
diminifhed by our feparation from it. 
He (hould, moreover, not fo much 
a* infift, that, if he engaged in the 
war with England on our account, we 
fhould not make a feparate peace for 
ourfelves, whenever good and advan- 
tageous terms were offered to us. The 
only condition he fhould require and 
rely on would be this, " That we, 
in no peace to be made with England, 
Ihould give up our independence, 
and return to the obedience of that 
Gove^nment. ,, 

That upon thefe principles, by vir- 
tue of full powers from the King of 
France to Monfieur £irard, Royal 
Syndic of the city of Strafburgh, and 
Secretary to his Majefty's Council of 
State, dated the 30th of January, 
1778, this Miniiter, with our Pleni- 
potentiaries, figned at Paris, on the 
Oth of February, a treaty of alliance 
and commerce, almoft in the very 
terms in which the American Pleni- 
potentiaries had been instructed by 
Congrefs. In the treaty of alliance, 
the following articles are confpicuous : 
** Art. I. If a war fhould break 
out between France and Great Britain, 
during the continuance of the prefent 
war, between the United States and 
England, his Majefty and the United 
States fhall make it a common caufe, 
and aid each other mutually with 
their good offices, their Councils, 
and their forces, according to the 
exigence of conjunctures, as becomes 
good and faithful allies." 

" Art. II. The efTential and 
direct end of the prefent dcfcnfive 
alliance is, to maintain effectually the 
liberty, Sovereignty, and indepen- 
dence, abfolute and unlimited, of the 
faid United States, as well in matters' 
of government as pf commerce." 



" Art. VI. The Moft C'hrirfiatf 
King renounces for ever thepoffeflionr 
of the ifland of Bermuda, as well as 
of any part of the Continent of 
North- America, which before the 
treaty of Paris in 1763, or in virtue? 
of this treaty, were acknowledged to 
belong to the Crown of Great Britain, 
or to the United States,, heretofore 
called Britiih Colonies, or which are 
at this time, or have been lately under 
the power of the King of Great Bri- 
tain." 

The treaty of commerce ftands upon 
the bare bails of equality ; and con-* 
fidering the eitablifhed great power 
of France, and the infancy of the 
United States, is an act without pa- 
rallel. In a word, the fentiments 
delivered on the 16th of December, 
by MonfieurGirard, by order of the 
King of France, are fentiments rarey 
entertained by Princes, and which, 
together with thefe equal treaties, 
muft rank him, not only among the 
greateil monarchs of France, but in 
hiftory. > 

The independence of America is a 
favourite object with all thofe powers 
of Europe, who entertain.rommercial 
views. With refpect to the acknow- 
ledgment of our independence, they 
have waited the example of France, 
and will now be determined in our 
favour by her conduct. The Em- 
per r, Spam, and Pruffia, are deter- 
mined to fupport us. On the 6th of 
November latt, the Pruflian minifter 
wrote in the following terms to one 
of our Plenipotentiaries : " As to the 
reinforcements of troops which Great 
Britain may receive from otner powers 
of Europe for the next campaign, I 
can affur^ you, Sir, that your nation 
has nothing to fear from Ruflia or 
Denmark ; and that Germany will 
not furnifh but fome hundred men # 
which the Duke of Brunfwick, the 
Landgrave of Hefle, and the Mar- 
grave of Anfpach, in conformity to 
their treaties, cannot but fend annual- 
ly to recruit the troops which thole 
Princes hold in America in the pay 

of 
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bf England. It is with fincere fatis- 
faclion that I give you this agreeable 
information." — The King of Pruflia 
would not allow the troops of HefTe 
and Hanau, in Britifh pay, to pafs 
through his dominions; — He has pro- 
mifed to be the fecond power in Eu- 
rope to acknowledge the independence 
of America. 

Our Plenipotentiaries afTure us* 
that Britain, failing in this campaign, 
cannot poflibly make another in Ame- 
rica. So low are her finances redu- 
ced, fo ruined is her credit abroad, 
and fo difficult is it for her to procure 
men at h6me, that the greateft pre- 
parations for war were making in all 
parts of France ; that near, 50,000 
French troops were actually marched 
into Normandy and Brittany; and 
that the navy of France and Spain 
how confifted of 270 fail ready for fea, 

Thefe important advices were 
brought in Le Senfible, M. Marig- 
nie, Commander, a royal frigate of 
France, of 28 twelve-pounders and 
300 men. She left Brett on the 8th 
of March, and after a paiTage of 35 
days, arrived at Cafco-bay, from 
whence ihe failed on her return, after 
two days ftay to tak6 in water. 

Philadelphia, May 9. Yefterday 
General Sir Henry Clinton arrived at 
Silling's-port, in his Majelty's fhip 
the Greyhound. 

By his Excellency Sir William 
Howe, K. B. General and Com- 
mander in Chief, lie. faff. &c . 
PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas complaints have been 
made, That many of the inhabitants, 
in and near Philadelphia, have been 
injured in their property by diforderly 
perfons, and that the depredations 
complained of ', are encouraged by citi- 
zens fiirehaftng from the ioidiers and 
/ others, what is thus unwarrantably 
taken from their neighbours, to the 
prejudice of regularity and go«d dif- 
cipline among the troops, and the 
great diftrefs of the inhabitants, to 



whom the fulleft protection is in* 
tended. 

t do therefore hereby declare, that 
the moft exemplary punijhmtnt fhall be 
inflicled on atl perfons nvhatfoever, 
who fhall be found guilty of taking 
the property of others unwarrantably, 
of expofing the fame to fale, or of 
purchafing what may be fo offered 
by foldiers in particular, or by any 
Other perfons, who are Grangers in 
the city, or of fufpicioUs characters. 

And I do hereby further require all 
inhabitants of the city and its neigh- 
bourhood, to ufe every method within 
their power for detecting fuch offend- 
ers, in order that they may be brought 
to immediate juitice. 

Given under my hand at Head- 
quarters, in Philadelphia, this 7th 
day of November, 1777. 

W. Howe. 
By his Excellency's command, 
Robert Mackenzie, Sec. 
By his Excellency Sir William 

Howe, K. B. General and Com** 

mander in Chief \ Cifr. He, 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas by my Proclamation bear- 
ing date the fourth day of this in- 
flant, " All matter's of merchant 
fhips were ordered and commanded, 
immediately on their arrival, to make 
entry of the veflels, and deliver in 
proper manifefts of their cargoes, on 
oath, at the Superintendant's office ;" 
and it was further ordered, that ** No 
goods or merchandize whatever fhould 
be laden on board any fhip or veflel, 
(fuch as are in his Majeity's fprvice 
excepted) until permiflion in writing* 
fhould firft be obtained from the faid 
Superintendent's office, fpecifying the 
quantity and quality of the goods {o 
intended to be laden, with the vefTel 
and matter's name, anb\ where bound:" 
and, " That no fhip or vefTel (fuch 
as are in his Majetty's fervice ex- 
cepted) fhould leave this port, until 
the matter fhould deliver in, at the 
Superintendent's office, amanifefton 
oath, fpecifying the quantity and 

quality. 
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ffiipped, together with the permiffiou 
granted for the landing the veflels." 
And whereas, the mailers of.tranf- 
ports^ victuallers, and other veflels In 
his Majefty's fervice, may conceive 
themfelves juftlned under the excep- 
tions afOrefaid, in importing into, 
and exporting .gbods and merchan- 
dise from, this port, without com- 
f lying with theregulation sin my faid 
reclamation contained, whereby 
"great frauds may be committed, and 
the trne intent and meaning of the 
faid Proclamation eluded: for pre- 
vention whereof, I do hereby declare 
and order, that the faid exceptions, 
delating tq^Xhips or veflels in his Ma- 
jefty's fervice, mail be void, and that 
all fhipfr and veflels whatever that are 
now in, or may hereafter come in, or 
go out of, tois/port, and the mailers 
thereof, mall be liable to the fame re- 
gulations, pains and penalties, as mer- 
chant ihips are made fubjeS and liable 
to, in and by my faid Proclamation, 
any thing therein contained to the 
contrary notwithftanding : provided 
always, and I do hereby order, that 
no fees (hall be received at the Su- 
perintendent's office, for any tranf- 
port, victualler, or other veflel in 
his Majefty's fervice; in which no 
goods or merchandize (other than 
Inch as lhatt be (hipped for the ufe of 
his. Majefly's army* and navy) fhall be 
brought in or exported. 

Given unokr my hand at Head- 
quarters in Philadelphia, this 18 th 
day of December, 1777. 

W. Howe. 
By his Excellency's command, 
Robert Mackenzie, Sec. 
By order of bis Excellency Sir WiL- 

lia-m Howe, K. B* General and 

Commander in Chief, &c . fafc. fcfr . 

All perfons in the dty of Philadel- 
phia and its environs, having oil in 
their, pofleffion, are hereby requeued 
to make return thereof, into the 
Quarter-matter General's office, on 
or before the nineteenth day of this 

Vol. VI. 



with the names of the real proprietors 
thereof, diftinguiftiing the time of the 
importation, alfo the name of the 
place where manufactured. 

Given under my hand at Philadel- 
phia this 12th day of February, in 
the eighteenth year of his Majefty's 
reign. 

William Erskine, Q^M. G, 
By order of bis Excellency Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, K. B. General and 
Commander in Chiefs He* He. He% 
PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas the cart-ways of the feve- 
ral £aved ftreets, lanes and alleys, 
within the dty of Philadelphia and 
its fuburbs, contrary to former ufage, 
are much incommoded with mud, 
dirt, and other filth, to the great an- 
noyance and inconvenience of the in- 
habitants, as well as endangering 
the health of his Majefty's fubje&s ; 
for remedy whereof, I do, by virtue 
of the «rder aforeiaid, and in con- 
currence with the magiftrates of the 
police, hereby enjoin and require all 
and every of the inhabitants and oc- 
cupiers of the houfes and lots, and 
every porter, fexton, and other keep- 
ers of churches, meeting - houfes, 
academies, fchools, public buildings, 
and burying-grounds, within the faid 
city and fuburbs, to rake, and put 
into heaps, on each fide of the cart- 
way, near the pofts, ready to be takea 
away, all the mud, dirt, foil and 
filth, lying in, or to be found on the 
faid cart-way of the feveral paved 
ftreets, and alleys aforefaid, before 
their refpeclive dwellings, houfes and 
lots, each one half of the faid cart- 
way, or caufe the fame to be done 
immediately after the publication 
hereof, and to repeat the lame in the 
laft week in every month, under the 
penalty of any fum not exceeding 
twenty millings for every neglect or 
refufal, to be recovered in afummary 
way before any one of the magiftrates 
of the police. 

Given under my hand at Philadel- 
Z phia* 
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phia, this 18th day of March, in the 

eighteenth year of his Majefty's reign, 
Joseph Galloway, 
S uperinten dan t-general. 
By order of his Excellency Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, K. B. General and 
Commander in Chief, l$c* l$c. £?V. 
PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas complaint hath been made 
to the police, that divers ill-difpofed 
perfons have, under pretence of bring- 
ing in proviiions, gone up and down 
the river Delaware, landed in divers 
parts of Pennfylvania and the Jerfles, 
and taken by force the property of 
feveral of his Majefty's loyal fubjects. 
To prevent fuch iniquitous practices 
in future, \ do, by virtue of the or- 
der aforefaid, and in concurrence 
with the magiftrates of the police, 
hereby ftrictly forbid all perfons go- 
ing from this city or its environs for 
provifions, or on any other occaiion, 
to take the property of any of his 
Majefty's well-affected fubjects with- 
out their confent, and paying or 
making fatisfaction for the fame, as 
they will anfwer it at their peril. 
And I do farther hereby make known 
to all his Majefty's faid fubjects, who 
have fuffered or may fufFer by fuch 
unwarrantable practices, that on ap- 
plication to the magiflrates for re- 
drefs, and due proof made againft the 
offenders, they lhall be punifhed in 
the moft exemplary manner, and full 
reparation awarded for the injuries 
fuftained. 

Given under my hand at Philadel- 
phia, this 23d day of March, in the 
. eighteenth year of his Majefty's reign. 
Joseph Galloway, 
S uperin tend ant-general. 

Conf derations en the right offucceffion 
in the House o/Bavaria. Now 
circulating in Germany, and faid to 
be written by the King o/Trussia, 
(Tranjlated from the Original.) 
By the death of the Elector Maxi- 
milian Jofeph of Bavaria, which hap- 
jened on the 30th of December, 



1777, the .male William brarich af 
this Houfe became extinct. The fuc- 
ceflion being by this event left open, 
has given rife to many publications ; 
in which, for the moft part, are 
found much more partiality and pro- 
lixity, than connection, certainty, 
and conviction. Both the literary 
and political clafles of men have egre- 
gioufly miftaken this important af- 
fair; becaufe the foundation, on 
which the Imperial Court has laid 
its claim to the Lower Bavaria, was 
kept a fecret between the Courts of 
Vienna and Munich, the contracting 
parties in the Convention of the 3d 
of January, 1778: but this fecret is 
now revealed in a publication en- 
titled, Impartial RefleSiions on the 
many S>ueftions concerning the Succef- 
fion of the Countries vacated by the 
Death of the EleBor Maximilian Jo* 
fepb ; and the author of that piece 
having therein publifhed, though in 
a very mutilated manner, the famous 
Letter of Inveftiture of the Emperor 
Sigifmond, of the 10th of March, 
and the Convention of the 21ft of 
the fame month, ,1426, which was 
to fecure to the Archducal Houfe of 
Auftria the fief of the Lower Bavaria, 
every one converfant in the hiftory 
and public rights of Germany, may 
now judge of the matter in queftion. 
Permit an individual to reduce this 
queftion to feme fundamental prin- 
ciples, which, whoever knows the 
conftitutions of Germany, will not dif- 
pute, and which, if neceflary, might 
be eafily proved. 

The firft queftion undoubtedly is, 
To whom belongs the true and firft 
right to the fucceffion of the ^vwrizxi 
eftates in general, or to whom any 
parts of them in particular ? 

The hiftory of the Palatinate and 
Bavarian Houfes, as well as the ge- 
nealogical table of thofe families, 
here added, will contribute more than 
any thing elfe to determine this quef- 
tion. It appears from thence, that 
the Palatinate and Bavarian Houfes 
defceaded 



Ld by Google 



Digitized 



( '7« ) 



defcended from one common flock ; 
from Otto, Count de Scheyern, and 
the Count Palatine de Wittleibach, 
to whom the Emperor Frederick I. 

fave, in 1 1 80, as a male fief, the 
uchy of Bavaria, which was taken 
from Henry Duke of Saxony and Ba- 
varia", under the ban of the Empire. 
Lewis, his fon, and Otto II. his 
grandfon, added thereto the Palati- 
nate of the Rhine ; Lewis the Severe, 
the eleft fon of Otto II; founded the 
line of the Upper Bavaria and the 
Palatinate; and Henry, his fecond 
Ion, that of the Lower Bavaria, ex- 
tinct in 1340, The two fons of 
Lewis the Severe, Rodolph Count 
Palatine, and Lewis Duke of Bava- 
ria, afterwards Emperor, were the 
founders ; the firfl of the Palatinate 
Houfe, ftill fiourifhing in the line of 
'Rodolph ; and the fecond, in the 
male branch of Bavaria, which is 
lately become extinct, and to which 
they .have given the name of the line 
pi William* 

\ Thefe two Princes divided the 
,eftates of their father in the years 
1310 and 1313 ; and this divifion 
was renewed in 1329, by the treaty 
concluded at Pavia, between the Em- 
peror Lewis, and the Tons of his bro- 
ther Rodolph ; fo that Lewis obtained 
the Upper Bavaria, and his nephews 
the Upper and Lower Palatinate. 
Thefe two contracting parties reci- 
procally engaged, that when either of 
thefe lines Jhould fail of heirs, and be- 
come extintf, his efiates and electoral 
dignity Jhould fall to the other ; and 
that neither of them Jhould fell, mort- 
gage, or alienate any part of their 
tfates. It is indifputable, that, by 
this agreement, the Palatine and Ba- 
varian Houfes are indivifibly bound 
by an agreement of mutual fucceffion, 
and confequently by a perpetual Fi- 
deicommisy notwithstanding that term 
may not be therein exprefledj The 
line of the Lower Bavaria, which 
became extinct in 1340, had, Indeed^ 
no part in the conclufion of the treaty ; 



but the obligations which arofe from 
it was not the lefs binding, on that 
territory : firft, becaufe that it in- 
cluded all the pofTeffions and rights of 
the Palatinate and Bavarian Houfes, 
and that the Palatinate Houfe had, 
from the time of its conclufion, the 
right of fucceffion to thr Lower Ba- 
varia, as being the common de- 
fendants : fecondly, and more efpe- 
cially, becaufe the treaty of Pavia, 
after the re-union of the two parties 
of Bavaria, in 134$, was fully con- 
firmed, and confidered as the foun- 
dation of the fucceffive treaties of the 
Houfe of Bavaria, in the years 1524, 
1724, 1746, 1766, and 1771, From 
hence this immediate confequence 
follows, that the treaty of Pavia,' 
concluded by an Emperor, and con- 
firmed by all the Electors, by the con- 
curring act, then received and known 
under the name of Bey iff Will- 
Briefe, i* really and effectually a 
fundamental law, and a pragmatic 
fanfiion of the Palatinate and Bava- 
rian Houfes, which no branch of 
thofe Houfes, without the confent of 
all the heirs, nor even the Emperor 
himfelf, could arbitarily abolifh. 
Some unforefeen alterations or over- 
fights, which may have infringed on 
fome parts of this treaty, efpecially 
with refpect to the reversion of ths 
electoral dignity from, one line to an- 
other, cannot leflen its power, which 
mull be always in force, and efpe- 
cially that part whkh concerns the 
fucceffion ; on the contrary, it has 
acquired additional force by the con- 
firmations fo often made in the trea- 
ties of the Houfe above-mentioned. 

Thefe conclufions being proved, 
overturn every thing which the Court 
of Vienna, and the Impartial Rt- 
jleftionsj have advanced, viz. That 
the treaty of Pavia is but a temporary j 
Convention, and annulled by inat- { 
tention thereto ; that it extends not f 
to the Lower Bavaria ; that the Pa- J, 
latine Houfe, being put under the l < 
ban by the Emperor Lewis, and re- fJ 
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eftablifhed by the treaty of Payia, ha« 
the right of fucceffion only by that 
treaty, and not from the commoai. 
defendants of one and the fame 
Hock. But no fuch limitation is 
found in that treaty, or elfewhere, 
the right of fucceffion in the Palatine 
Houfe being in no part thus retrain- 
ed : on the contrary, all the agree- 
ments of the Houfe place the common 
descendants of the Palatine and Bava- 
rian Houfes as the foundation of the 
reciprocal fucceffion. 

The treaty of Weftphalia even con- 
firms the right of fucceffion from the 
Palatine Houfe to all of the Bavarian. 
The Palatine line being obliged (by 
Art. III. § 3.) to cede to Maximilian 
of Bavaria, the Upper Palatinate, 
and the electoral dignity, which the 
Emperor Ferdinand II. had wrefted 
from him, obtained in return ($ 5^} 
that in failure of the William male 
branch, theEleftorate and the Upper 
Palitinate fhould entirely revert to 
him ; which could not follow, but in 
the right of fucceffion from the Pala- 
tinate to the Bavarian Houfe. If no 
mention is made of the fucceffion 
to the other countries of Bavaria, it 
is only becaufe that fucceffion was fup- 
pofed to follow in coUrfe, it not, being 
ueceflary, in the treaty of Weftphalia, 
to regulate all the rights of the eftate* 
of the Empire, but only to remedy 
thofe great irregularities, which a thir- 
ty years war had dragged in its train, 
and to reilore thofe to their poflef- 
fions who had been deprived of them. 
It is fuffieient that the treaty of Weft- 
phalia has mentioned nothing in op- 
pofition to the right already eftab- 
limed ; on the contrary, it has for- 
mally reierved to the Palatine line the 
fucceffion to all the countries of Ba- 
varia, by tha following words, (Art. 
IV. § 10.) Tortus linex Rudulfhin* 
jura, quatenus buic diffojiiioni con- 
traria non funt, Jai t va rataque md~ 
neant. — The rights of the whole line 
of Kodulph, as far as they arc not re- 



pugnant to this difpoiition, to remain 
fecure and confirme'd.- ' ' * '*' r '- v '"* 

Nothing then is m'ore certain than 
thefe principles : the fucceffion to 
every part 01 Bavaria belonged to the! 
Palauno Houfe from the treaty of Pa~ 
via, from the agreements of the 
Houfe, and from the peace of Weft* 
phaHa. It niturally reverts to that 
Houfe by an immediate confluence 
of the feudal and general conlhtudoii 
of Germany, according t© which^ 
the fitfo acquired by their common 
anceftors are devolved to all thofe 
who are defcended from them, pair- 
ing from one line which is become 
extinfi to that which' furvives, and 
cannot go out of die 'Houfe fo long 
as a branch of the male ftock exifts.' 
Itisalfoupon thefe principles, that 
the different branches o£ Bavaria and 
the Palatinate have facceededi and 
divided the country among them. 
Thefe divifions being constantly made 
in die Dime family, .and between the 
different branches of the fame Houfe; 
have nothing in *the#i ^rogatory to 
the indwifibilitj which is eftabliftied 
among; them; with regard toforeiga 
Houfes. It is, therefore, wrjong for 
any one to attempt to draw an infe- 
rence contrary to the principles above 
demonitrated. : .' .-,... 

The defect of coinveftrture cannot 
prevent the right of fucceffion. 'Thi* 
coinveftiture is requiuxeonly, accord- 
ing to the ordinance of the Aulic 
Council (T. 3. § 1 2.) in thofe Houfes 
where it is received, which it never 
has been in thofe of the Palatine and 
bavarian ; and it was in thefe the left 
neceflary, as die • fucceffion has been 
already determined by fo many agree- 
ments among the family, and which 
were in general confirmed by the Im- 
perial capituladon, (Art. I. § 9.) 

The fucceffion to the eftates of Ba- 
varia alfc, in general, belong to the 
Paladne Houfe; but this fucceffion 
moreover includes many important 
alkdial farts, which return to the al- 
lodial 
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Jodial fucceflbrs of the William male die allodial 

branch of Bavaria". " This allodial 

facceflion belongs folely (according 

to the conftant cuftom'of tKe Empire, 

and the agreements of the Houfe of 

Bavaria) ; to*ta jlle&oral Dowager of 

Saxony, as only "fitter, and fole heirefi 

bf the fete Eleclor of Bavaria ; and, 

in her default to his Serene Highne.fs 

the Ele&or of Saxony, her foh, to 

whom that Prirtcefs has ceded her 

rights. It is with the Palatine Houfe, 

as univerfal heir, that the Saxon 

Heufe ought' to fettje this allodial 

fucceflion; but as that mull be le- 
gally done, and to the full fatisfac- 

tion of the parties concerned, the 

fucceffion of Bavaria mult remain in 

its ancient ftate, and sot be altered or 
diminifhed, as it is riow more than 
half fjj, in their abforbing a great 
fart of the fame allodial inheritance, 
i Her Imperial Majefty cannot per- 
fill in her pretended right of regre- 
diance to the allodial fucceflion pf 
Bavaria,- as defcendant of - Maria- 
Anne, daughter of William V. of 
Bavaria, and Corifort of the Empe- 
ror Ferdinand II. without Supporting 
a pretention ' Contrary to the con- 
ftant caftom of the Empire, to the 
agreements of the Houfe of Bavaria, 
and to the principles by which her 
Imperial Majefty herfelf has exclud- 
ed from the fucceflion of Auftria, the 
Houfes of Bavaria and Saxony, who 
defcehded from the daughters of the 
Emperor JofephL eldeft brotherof the 
late Emperor Charles VJ. nor without 
acknowledging a like right of regre- 
diance to the Houfes of Brandenburg, 
Bourbon, -Wurtemburg r and others; 
into which the Bavarian P/incefles 
have married. ' / 

The fecond* principal queftion is, 
Has the Emprefs Queen any ancient 
right of fucceflion to a part of the 
Bavarian Efta*es ? 

This queftion muft fall of itfelf, if 
it be determined, as we have feen 
above, that the fucceflion in general 
belongs to the Palatine Houfe, and 



fucceflion in parttculaf 
lblely to that of Saxony, If the Em? 
prefs Queen believed me had ajuffc 
tlaim to the country of Bavaria, fhe 
would have a&ed regularly, if flic 
Jiad* been pleafed to make known, 
hot only to the Elector Palatine, but 
alfo to the other Palatine Counts, and 
to all the States of the Empire, who 
are fo efTen daily interefled in that af- 
fair, and to endeavour to convince 
them of her rights in a manner con- 
formable to the conftitutions of the 
Empire, inftead of beginning with 
taking aclual pofleflion of a country 
ftill in difpute. Every thing that has 
hitherto been publifhed by authority 
of thefe pretenfions, confifts only of 9 
note, diftributed at Vienna on the 
20th of January, among the foreign 
Ambafladors; and Letters Patent, 
publifhed at Bavaria after having 
taken attual pofleflion. It is there 
faid, in a fummary manner, that the 
Emprefs Queen forms .three preten- 
tions : 

" lit. The one a pretended effz3i*vt 
inwftiture, which the Emperor Sigif- 
mond gave, in 1426, to Duke Al- 
bert of Auflria, of thofe diftri&s. 
which the line of Straubirigen (be- 
come extindl by the death of Duke 
John of Bavaria) had poflefled. 
. '1 he very document, by which the 
Emperor Sigifmond conferred the fief 
of the Lower Bavaria on Duke Albert 
of Auflria, was a long time concealed* 
It was not even produced to the 
Elector Palatine, neither at the fign- 
ing of the Convention of the jd of 
January, 1778, nor on the zid 
of March, whfen the Bavarian Mi- 
nifler found himfelf obliged to de- 
mand, by a note of that date, which 
appeared in all the public papers, * 
fight of the a& in queftion. What is 
more, even the writers in favour of 
the Houfe of Auflria* who are {b 
careful to produce all their rights and 
pretenfions, have made no mention 
of this. Every thing which we hitherto 
know of it, is reduced to what 

Straw, 
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fitruws, the German hiftorian, has 
faid of it. He relates, but without 
giving any proof in fupport of it, 
f* That the Dulles of Bayaria-Ingol- 
Jladt, of Munich, and of Landfljut, 
at the death of John of Straubingen, 
having contended for thofe dominions 
py hoftile means, tlie Emperor Sigif- 
mond committed to Duke Albert, 
iiephew, on his mother's fide, to die 
Jaft Duke of Straubingen, the go- 
vernment of the Lower Bavaria, as a 
Aef devolved to the Emperor by the 
wars and arbitrary divifions of the 
faid Dukes ; but this upon condition, 
that, after his death, this country 
Ihould devolve to Sigifmond and his 
male heirs ; and in default of fuch 
affile, to his daughter Elizabeth, and, 
after her death, to Duke Albert and 
his heirs.'* Laflly, the piece lately 
jmblifhed at Vienna, under the title 
of Impartial Reflection} concerning fe- 
deral Queftions relative, to the Suc- 
cejpon of Bavaria, at laft prefents to 
the public this Letter of Inveiliture, 
which, as we are told, was found in 
the Imperial library at Vienna, and 
is dated March 10, 1426 j as alfo a 
Convention, which, it is faicj, the 
Emperor Sigifmond concluded with 
the Duke Albert on the 25th of 
March, 1426. 

It is alfo as Angular as fufpkious, 
that the author of the faid publica- 
tion, after giving the whole of the 
Letter of Inveiliture, has not been as 
particular with refpecl: to the treaty 
which followed it. This was the 
more neceflary, as it would have 
enabled the public more properly to 
judge of the ci re urn (lances, as there is 
an eflential difference between thofe 
two instruments. In the Letter of 
Invefliture, the Emperor gives up 
bis right to Lower Bavaria to Duke 
Albert, and in the Convention, he 
fonfefs it on him as a vacant, fief of 
the Empire ; thefe are differences which 
raife many doubts againflthe authen- 
ticity of thefe documents, which have 



never appeared in an original or com. 
plete manner. Whatever may be 
the authenticity and purport of thofe 
documents, the feudal collation, drawn 
from thence in favour of the Houfe of 
4uftria, can e^cift in no other manner-. 
The Emperor Sigifmon4 confers on 
Duke Albert in his Letfer of InviitiT 
ture, dated March 10, 1426, hif 
right to the Lower Bavaria. It can- 
not be from thence underfloed, that 
the proper right, which the Duke 
Albert pretended to have to the Lower 
Bavaria, could be either as a female 
fief, or with refpecl to the allodial por r 
tion, to which he became heir, in 
right of his mother, the filler of the 
laft Duke of Bavaria Straubingen ; 
but fuch y indeed, has been the idea 
of the Emperor, as appears by his 
letter, now in the archieves of Ba- 
varia, addreffed to the Dukes of Ba- 
varia and Auftria. |t is there intir 
mated to thofe Princes, to take care 
of the right they pretend to have to 
the Lower Bavaria. This alfo appears 
even from the letter (alluded'to by 
the author of the Impartial Reflexi- 
ons) which the Emperor Sigifmond 
wrote in July, 1426, to the Arch- 
bifhop of Mentz, by which he enjoins 
that prelate to convoke the eleftors 
to confirm the rights which the Em- 
peror, the Princes of Bavaria, and 
the Duke Albert of Auftria, pretended 
to have to the Lower Bavaria. It 
follows from thefe letters and por- 
tions, put in oppofition to the rights 
of the empire and of Duke Albert, a* 
well as from the Letter of Inveiliture 
itfeJf, that the Emperor did not con- 
fer the rights of the Empire on the 
Duke Albert, but the Duke's own 
proper right to the Lower Bavaria. 
But, that Albert had no right io 
himfelf to that province as heir to his 
mother, and that the Emperor could 
not give it him, will clearly appear, 
if we conftder, that the <Lower Ba- 
varia has never been a female fief, 
but awftan^y a s male one, The pre* 
< tended 
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>ended , Letter of Inveftiture, of the 
loth of March, 1426, mull therefore 
be null and void. 

The Emperor Sigifmond himfelfalfo 
acknowledged the null ity of that Letter 
of Inveftiture, fince, eleven days after 
lie had granted it, he conferred on 
Duke Albert the Lower Bavaria, by 
the Convention of the 21ft of March, 
I426, not, in virtue of his own proper 
right, but as a fief devolved to the 
Empire. But this collation was no lefs 
illegal, - in every refpeft, than the 
former : it is there aflerted, that the 
Lower Bavaria is devolved to the Em- 
pire ; but no reafon is given for it. 
The only reafon is* according to the 
Impartial Reflexions , and the fentence 
of Sigifmond in 1429, that the Dukes 
of Bavaria have, at various times, 
divided the country in queltion among 
them, without the confent of the Em- 
peror. Surely nothing can be more 
arbitrary and frivolous. There is no 
law exifting in the Empire, which de- 
prives Princes of thofe fiefs they 
may divide among themfelves without 
the confent of the Emperor, if thofe 
fiefs devolved to them as a legal In- 
heritance. On the contrary, thefe 
divifions are conftantly thus made, 
and the Emperors are obliged, as 
well by the cuftoms of the Empire, 
as by the new capitulations, to con- 
firm thefe divifions of the Princes 
and their family Conventions. Si- 
gifmond, therefore, without the leafl 
foundation, declared the fief of 
Lower Bavaria vacant ; and it was as 
contrary to the conftitutions of the 
Empire, as to the feudal conftitutions 
in general, to confifcate, under fuch 
frivolous pretences, and without the 
confent of the Empire, a male fief, 
which belonged to all the male 
branches of the Palatine and Bava- 
rian Houfes, fecured by a perpetual 
Fideicommis, and to confer them af- 
terwards by an aft equally illegal, 
either on himfelf or a Princefs, or on 
a Prince who was a ftranger to the 
Jioufe of Bavaria. 
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One proof that the Empetor WmM 
felf faw the inconiiftency of thefe ir-r 
regular preceedmgs, in the letter he 
wrote to the Elector of Mentz, of 
which we have before fpokeir, and 
by which he is directed to convoke 
the Electors, to confirm the preten- 
fions of the Empire v and of the Dukes? 
of Bavaria and Aujtria, tothe' Lower 
Bavaria, which would have been un- 
necefTary, had the afts of the iotK- 
and 21ft of March, 1426, been* re- 
gular and legal. That convocation 
of the Eieftors never taking place, 
the Emperor, in 1429, held an Af- 
fembly of the Princes and Peers at 
Prefburgb, in Hungary, and there 
pronounced a very remarkable fen- 
tence, by which the Dukes of Bava- 
ria were pardoned for their pretended 
crimes, and it was decreed in what 
manner they mould divide the Lower 
Bavaria. By that fentence, indeed, 
each party preferved his own right 3 
but that form of proceeding could 
not give to the Archduke Albert an/ 
greater right than he before poAefledl 
If his right had been founded on the 
pretended forfeiture of the fief, that 
forfeiture was annulled by the pardon 
of the pretended crimes which the 
Emperor granted, and could not re- 
fufe, to the Dukes of Bavaria; be- 
fides, no mention was made in the 
fentence of any hereditary right in 
the Houfe of Auftria. Upon the 
whole, the pretended right of the* ■ 
Houfe of Auftria to the fief or inhe- 
ritance was not at all taken into con* 
fideration, which, howeverj would 
have been neceffary, if the Emperor, 
or the Doke Albert, had thought 
they could have fupported their claim 
either at that time or in future. 

When we confider the whole of thia 
matter in its true light, affifted by 
the little we can collect from fuch re- 
mote periods, it appears, that the 
Emperor Sigifmond endeavoured, at 
any rate, hy the extinction of the 
line of Straubingen, and the diflen- 
tion of the Duke of Bavaria, to pro- 
cure 
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Auto to that province, either be* 
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Albert, as well on the pretended 
Hght of being heir of his, mother as 
<pn the pretended forfeiture of the fief;. 
but he was at laft, however, obliged 
to defifl from fo unjuft an entefprizfci 
and leave the fiefs to the true heirs,, 
the Dukes of Bavaria. This unfuc- 
cefsful attempt to gain an invefture 
in favour of the Houfe of Auftria, is 
but one of thofe too frequent irregu- 
larities, by which tlie Emperors ill 
thofe days fometimes endeavoured to, 
advance the intereft of their Houfe* 
without being able to fucceedi Be- 
fore the Houfe of Auftria can, in 
thefe time's; derive any advantage 
from the alledged inveititure, it will 
be neceflary for them to proves 
that the Emperor Sigifmond gave 
them a permanent expectancy of the 
Lower Bavaria, in cafe the male 
branch of Bavaria became extinft; 
but totally the contrary is the cafe* 
The letter of the ioth of March, 
1426, contains a real inveltiture, 
and the pretended Convention of the 
21ft of March, 1426, the. collation 
cf a fief then faid to be vacant*.' It 
was then, and on the extinction of 
the line of Straubingen, that they, 
mould have, attempted to fupport. 
their claim* arid not three hundred 
and fifty years after, as the Lower 
Bavaria has again p^fled by inheri- 
tance to other Dukes of Bavaria, 
without the Houfe of Auftrja, during. 
fo many ages, making the leaf* oppo- 
Jition to the fucceflion, npr did it, 
make any ftruggle againft the fen- 
tenceof 1429., It mull alfo be re- 
marked, that the male branch of that 
Houfe has been twice extinct during, 
that interval, in the perfon of La- 
diflas, fon of Albart, and in that of 
the Kmperor Charles VL and, con- 
fequently, the collateral female branch 
of Auftria can have no title to fuc- 
ceed to a male iief, fuch as that of 
Bavaria indifputably is. 

If it is deterniirjed a t a Jl events to. 
make the Lower Bavaria a female 
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fcaufe that the mother of Albert V; 
was a Princefe of Bavaria, or that 
the Emperor Sigifmond* in the Con- 
vention of March 21 \ 1426, fecured 
it for ever to his daughter Elizabeth; 
or to the Duke of Albert arid his 
pofterity, it will from thence incon- 
tefubly follow, that the Houfe of 
Brandenburg would have a nearer 
right to it, fmce, the male line of 
Albert expired with Ladiflas, his 
fon ; but that the Houfe of Branden- 
burg, on the contrary, is defcended 
in a right line from Attni^ eldelb' 
daughter pf Albert of Auftria, who 
married a Margrave of Mifnia, whofe 
only daughter, was the corifort of the. 
Elector John of Brandenburg s fux-^ 
named Cicero; whereas the prefent 
Houfe of Auftria is defcended, id 
the female line, only froni the feconct 
daughter of Albert, named Eliza- 
beth^ and from a collateral branch 
only in the male line j When the 
author of the Impartial Reflexions 
pretends,- that the Emperor Sigif-* 
mond meant, by the heirs of Albert^ 
the collateral male heirs of the Houfe 
of Auflria, in exclusion of the chiU 
dren of Albert and- their male ifTue # 
he advances a very unnatural opU 
nion, as that Prince hefitated not to 
confer the fief of Lower Bavaria 01^ 
his daughter Elizabeth. If fuch had 
been his intention, he would have 
declared it ; though fuch a difpofition 
could not have fubfifted. His Pruf-, 
nan Majefty, however, fubtra&s not 
any right of defcendance from the 
eldeft daughter of Albert, nor does? 
he avail himfelf of the right of pre-, 
ference, which his Houfe mud have 
over that of Auilria to the fucceflion 
in queflion; that Monarch, on thei 
contrary, firmly fupports the rights 
of the Bavarian and Palatine Houfe. 
There is therefore room to believe,, 
that, .when the Emprefs Queen mall 
be informed of the true circumftances, 
and mail have reafon to believe, that 
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thofe pretentions, which they have 
reprefented to her in a falfe light, 
have no foundation, neither in the 
extin&ion of the line of Straubingen, 
• nor in the prefent cafe, her Majefty, 
inclining only to her natural love of 
juftice and equity, will follow the 
example of his Pruffian Majefty, and 
no longer difpute with the Palatine 
Houfe the inconteftible right it has 
lo the entire fucceflion of Bavaria. 

2. It is, fecondly, advanced, in 
the name of the Emprefs Queen, that 
by the extinction of the male line of 
Bavaria, feme diftriSk , of the Upper 
. Palatinate % held in fee from Bohemia, 
Are reverted to that Crown. The 
Impartial Reflexions found this pre- 
tenfion on jhe following baiis: "Thofe 
fiefs of Bohemia, which are ftfuate in 
the Upper Palatinate, are, as it is 
faid, the property of the Crown of 
Bohemia, purchafed with hard mo- 
ney, in 1353, of the Counts Palatine, 
and which that Crown conferred on 
them again as fiefs in 146$. Thefe 
fiefs, it is added, do not belong to 
the Upper Palatinate, but to Bohe- 
mia: the peace of Weftphalia neither" 
could nor would take them from that 
Crown. The Emperor Ferdinand II. 
did not reftore them with the Upper 
Palatinate in 1628, but conferred 
them on the Duke of Bavaria in 
l6 3 x » by a particular inveftiture ; and 
the fame Emperor Jofeph did not in- 
'eft the Palatine Houfe with thefe ' 
fiefs in 1706, during the banifhment 
©f the Elector of Bavaria, but after- 
wards, and by a pofterior and fepa- 
rateacV' 

But all thefe aflertions fall to no- 
thing, when we conflder the follow- 
ing circumftances. The fiefs of the 
Upper Palatinate, held from Bohe- 
mia, are inconteltibly the ancient do- 
mains of the Houfe of Wittlefbach. 
We find part of them named in the 
treaty of Pavia, where they are charg- 
. ed with a perpetual Fideicommis to. 
the Palatine Houfe, long before the 
Golden Bull, or the pretended pur- 
Vol. VI. 



chafe in 1353. Being re-united by 
the treaty of Pavia to the Elector Pa- 
latine, with the Upper Palat nate, 
they held them by the indwifibility 
fecured to that Electorate by the 25 th 
chapter of the Golden Bull. If the 
Crown of Bohemia afterwards ac- 
quired any right over thefe diftricts, 
by treaties of the Emperor Charles ' 
IV. made with fome of the Palatine 
Counts, which we (hall forbear en- 
quiring into, it cannot be confident/ 
with the feudality or dirt 8 domain* 
Even the fuhftance of the fief and the 
territory has constantly belonged to 
the Palatine Houfe ; and by the Let- * 
ters of Inveftiture, the Crown of Bo- 
hemia is obliged to confer thefe fiefs 
to all the heirs of the Palatine Houfe 
and Bavaria, fo long as one of them 
mall exift. The banifhment of the 
Elector Palatine Frederic V. and the 
fale of the Upper Palatinate to Ba- 
varia, as well as* the invefliture, 
which the Crown of Bohemia gave in 
163 1 and 1708, partake of the par- 
ticular circumftances of times, and 
have loft, by thofe and fubiequent - 
treaties, all their force and effect. 
No change has refulted from hence in 
the nature of thefe fiefs, nor any al- 
teration in the rights of the Palatine 
Houfe. It has only loft the poileftion 
of thefe' fiefs, by the treaty of Weft- 
phalia, until the extinction of the line 
of Bavaria. That treaty having fixed, 
by the fourth article, that in cafe of 
extinction, the Upper Palatinate fhall 
revert to the branch of Rodolph, 
without the Emperor Ferdinand III. 
King of Bohemia, one of the con- 
tracting parties of the faid treaty, 
having made any objection thereto, 
it neceiTarily and of courfe follows, 
that the Upper Palatinate fhould 
now fall to the branch of.Rodolph, 
fuch as it was pofl'efled by the line of 
Bavaria, and formerly by the Pala- 
tine Houfe, and curifequently the 
fiefs held of Bohemia, which, with 
what has been above proved, make 
an integral part of the Upper Paia- 
A a tinatc, 
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jinate, of die Palatine Ele&orate, and 
of the ancient patrimony of the Pa- 
latine Houfe, to whom the co-invef- 
thure has been already fecured by the 
exprefs terms of the peace of Weft- 
phalia. The Emprefs Queen cannot, 
'therefore, break the* engagements 
contracted by her predecefTor, the 
Emperor Ferdinand III. nor deprive 
the Palatine Houfe of the above- 
mentioned fiefs, nor re-unite them to 
the diredt domain. ' 

Mention is made of a pretenfion of 
the Emprefs Queen to' the princi- 
pality of Minielbeim, in Suabia, 
from an expectancy granted in 1614, 
by the Emperor Matthias, to the 
Houfe of Auftria. We cannot judge 
pf this without feeing it ; but what 
feems oppofite to that pretenfion is, 
that when the Duke Maximilian, in 
1618, bought the Lordfhip of Min- 
delheim'as an allodium, the Empe- 
ror Matthias conferred it on him as 
an hereditary fief, by which the ex- 
pectancy in queftion appears to have 
been annulled. 

3. After having thus proved, that 
the Emprefs Queen had no original 
and ancient right to the fucceffion of 
Savaria, the third principal que/Hon 
prefents itfelf : If that Sovereign has 
acquired it by the Convention, con- 
cluded the 3d of January, 1778, with 
the Eie&or Palatine ? 

This Queftion feems to be anfwered 
by the very terms of the Conventibn. 
*fhe Elector there acknowledges the 
pretenficns of the Emprefs Queen to 
the diftridts of Bavaria, with which 
Sigifmond inverted Albert of Auftria, 
to the Lordfhip of Mildenhcim, and 
the fiefs of the Upper Palatinate held 
from Bohemia, and engages himfelf 
to endeavour to procure the pofleffion 
Of them to the Houfe. of Auftria'; he 
impofes on himfelf th,e tafk of juftify- 
ing the limits of the part of Bavaria 
which remains to him ; he hopes to 
receive the fiefs ex nova gratia from 
the Crown of Bohemia, and the two 
con trailing parties referve to them- 



felves the power of exchanging aay 
particular diftricls, or even the whofe 
of Bavaria. 

It appears fmgular and unaccount- 
able, that the Eleclor Palatine fhould 
have thus acknowledged all the pre- 
tenfions of the Houfe of Auftria, the 
invalidity of which ftrikes every eye ; 
that he fhould even engage to furnifh 
proof againft his ancient rights, and 
that he fhould referve the reft of the 
inheritance of his anceftors only by 
way of favour ! 

Has the acknowledgment of the 
rights of Auftria beeri preceded by a 
flriil enquiry into the titles on which 
they are founded ? To judge of this, 
we have only to confider, that the 
Eleclor of Bavaria died on the 30th 
of December, that on the 3d of Ja- 
nuary the Convention was figned, and 
on the 22d of March, as hath been 
before proved, the Eleclor had not 
feen the Emperor Sigifmond's Letter 
of Inveftiture, upon which all the 
pretended right of Auftria refted. 

It is more than probable that the 
Convention, fo far from being fre*e 
on the part of the Eleclor, was pre- 
mature, and wrefled from him through 
fear. This will evidently appear, 
when we confider, that the Eleclor at 
firft took pofTeffion of all Bavaria 
without exception ; but that, as foon 
as the Auftrian troops entered the 
Duchy, he changed his Letters Pa- 
tent ; and the Court of Vienna de- 
clared in her Circular Letter of the 
20th of January, the Eleclor Palatine 
having at firft taken pofTeffion of all 
the eftates belonging to the fucceffion 
of Bavaria without diftinilion, fhe 
had judged it neceftary to march a 
body of trcops into that electorate ; 
but, as that mifunderftanding was 
foon rectified, me had withdrawn a, 
great part of her forces. 
1 It has 'been already fufficiently 
proved, that the whole of the eftates 
of Bavaria and the Palatinate is 
charged with a family, perpetual, 
and inalienable Fideicommis, by the 
■.•*'■ ^efcendants 
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descendants of a common ftock, by 
the treaty of Pavia, and by the agree- 
ments fo often renewed of the Pala- 
tine Houfe, infomuch that the whole 
belongs to every branch in the Pala- 
tine Houfe, as an inheritance to be 
transmitted to them entire and with- 
out being the leaft difmembered. 
We have feen in particular, that the 
Upper Palatinate belongs to the Elec- 

■ tor Palatine, and cannot be feparated 
from him by the Golden Bull; and 

4 that that country ought f by virtue of 
the fourth article of the treaty of 
Weftphalia, to fall, with all its ap- 
purtenances, into the line of Rodolph, 
if that of William mould become ex- 
tinct. We further know, that the 
Elector Palatine in 1746, (71*6, and 
in 177 1, folemnly renewed the treaty 

- of Pavia, and the other agreement 
of his Houfe, which include all the 
countries fince acquired ; and that by 

• a particular act, made in 1774, with 
the late Elector of Bavaria, it is ftipu- 
lated, not only for himfelf, but alfo 
for his heirs, the civil compvj/ejjion, 
and the conftitutum pojfejjorium ; by 
which the heirs have acquired a 
right, of which no one can deprive 
them. It is then certain, that the 
Elector cannot derogate from thefe 
agreements and fundamental laws of 
his Houfe, and ftill lefs treat by him- 
felf, without the concurrence of the 
Empire, without the confent of the 
feudal and allodial heirs, and even in 
oppofition to the declaration of the 
, Duke of Deux Pbnts and the Elector 
pf Saxony, to whom he could not dp a 
' 'more material injury, than by thus 
giving the greater part of the Bava- 
rian inheritance to a foreign Houfe, 
which has not the leaf* right thereto. 
This tran faction is therefore illegal 
and totally void of effect : it does 
*ftot, arid cannot give to the Emprefs 
Queen any mere right to the countries 
|he Elector has ceded to her, than 
{he before poflefled. Thus the Con- 
vention of the 3d of January b^ing 
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founded on the arbitrary acknowledg- 
ment of an old pretenfion, and that 
pretenfion, as hath been already 
fhewn, being erroneous and destitute 
of the leail glimps of title, it is an 
act null and void ; and it is to be 
hoped, tli at the high contracting par- 
ties, feeing the error of this proceed- 
ing, will of themfelves annul an ar- 
rangement fo hurtful to the interelb 
of others. This arrangement could 
not fubfift, even though it mould be 
confined to the life of the prefent 
Elector Palatine, It would lefl'en too 
much the actual rights of the allodial 
inheritances; and, though it may be 
true, that the heirs cannot exercife 
their right of fucceflion till the death, 
of the Elector, yet it is no lefs cer- 
tain, that it would be very difficult, 
if not impoflible, to perfuade the Em- 
prefs Queen to reflore to the Palatine 
Houfe, at the death of the Elector, 
what he had ceded to her in his life- 
time. 

The Emprefs Queen not having 
fubmitted this affair to the legal de- 
cifion of the Empire, and having 
fettled it with the Elector Palatine 
alone, who could have no right to 
transfer it, and not with the other 
parties principally intercfted therein, 
the feudal and allodial heirs, and the 
Empire ; and having feized by force 
the better half cf all Bavaria, and 
confiderably more than belonged to 
the ancient portion of Straubingen, 
it is impoflible to confider thefe mea- 
fures in any other light, than as il- 
legal and inconfiflent. 

It from hence f^Iows, that every 
State, in the Empire, and particularly 
every Elector, as contracting party 
and guarantee of the Golden Bull, of 
the peace of Weftphalia, ^and of all 
the conllitutions of the Empire, have 
an indifputable right to oppofe the 
dmnembrin? the inheritance of Ba- 
varia, fo unjuft, and fo deJlructive of 
the liberties, the fecurity, and ba- > 
lance cf the Empire, and to employ 

A a 2 every 
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every method, conformable to the 
conilitutions of the Empire, to pre- 
vent it; 

The exercife of this right is the 
more indifpenfible, as the Emperor 
has not thought proper to interfere in 
this matter as cnief of the Empire, 
to prevent Bavaria being illegally dis- 
membered ; but, on the contrary, as 
well by his filence, as by his co- 
operation, as co-regent of the eilates 
of the Emprefs Queen, has approved 
and authorifed thofe illegal meafures, 

It alfo appears very little confiftent 
with the conilitutions of the Empire 
and the Imperial Capitulation, that 
the Emperor, in his Letters Patent, 
of the 19th of January, of his own 
authority declares, that the Land- 
graviate of Luchtenburg, the counties 
of ' Wolfflein, Haag, Schwabeck, 
Halfs, and other diilricls, making 
part of the fucceflion of Bavaria, are 
male fiefs devolved to the Empire ; 
and that the Emperor, having put. his 
iioufhold troops in pofTeflion or them, 
had received homage for them as 
fuch. As it is ftill* undecided whe- 
ther thcfe diilri&s are really mal^ fiefs 
of the Empire, or, which is much 
more probable, that they belong 
either to the whole of the male fief of 
Bavaria, or to the allodial fucceflion, 
it might have been reafonably ex- 
pected, that the Emperor would have 
left the Elector Palatine, as univerfal 
heir, in pofleflion of thofe countries ; 
and that he would have afterwards 
examined and decided the matter in a 
manner conformable to the conftitu- 
tions of the Empire, whether the 
iiftricts in queftion belonged to the 
male Bavarian fief, or to the allodial, 
or whether, in reality, they had de- 
volved to the Empire as vacant fiefs. 
Should this lail point be confirmed, 
the only remaining queftion then 
would be, whether theie fiefs are to 



become a domain of the Empire ? or 
whether they are to be conferred on 
others? This lail arrangement cannot 
take place, (according to Art. II. § 2. 
of the Imperial Capitulation) but by 
the confent of the Electors and the 
Princes of the Empire. 

It is alfo necefTary to obferve, that 
the prefent cafe is exactly iimilar with 
that of Art. III. § 3. and with Art, 
XI. § 23. of the Imperial Capitula- 
tion, that in all affairs of importance 
concerning the Empire, and fucb as 
may be of great prejudice ', or attended 
with great confequences , he will take 
the council of the Eleclors, and, nvhen 
occafion requires f of the Princes and 
States of the Empire, and that be will 
undertake nothing (without them. But 
if ever there was in the Empire an 
important affair of fingular prejudice, 
and extcnfive confequences, it un- 
doubtedly is the fucceflion of Bavaria- 
It is of no lefs importance than the 
prefervation or definition of an 
Electorate and two confiderable Du- 
chies of the Empire; and by its con- 
fequences muft maintain or deftroy 
the whole Conftitution of the Empire. 
It is alfo neceiTary to obferve, that 
the Emperor mould have done nothing 
in this important affair without the 
concurrence of the Empire, and not 
till it had been laid before the Diet* 
However, nothing of that kind was 
done on the death of the Elector of 
Bavaria, nor has been done during 
the five months which have fince 
parted. It is to be hoped, that this 
affair, which has been fo long ob- 
fcured by ridiculous and illufive pre- 
tenfions, being now ftated in a clear 
light, will be the means of promoting 
a right and proper understanding, and 
pave the way to accommodations 
iui table to the juftice and conftitutions 
of die Empire. 
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* Otto I. Duke of Bavaria, © 

Lewis I. Duke of Bavaria, ancf: 

Otto IT. the illifftrious Duke of all Bavar] 

t ; ~ — 

Lewis the Severe, Duke of Bavaria, and Count ^ 
Palatine of the Rhine, died 1294. 



Rodolph, EleSor 
Palatine, Auceltor of 
the Palatine Houfe, 
4ied 1319. 



Lewis, Duke of Upper Bavaria in 1314, Emperor 
1340, Duke of Lower Bavaria alfo 1340, died 
1347* Married, 1. Beatrice of Glogan, died 
1323. 2. Margaret of Holland, died 1356. 



Adolphus, 
died 1327. 
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Rupe&tII. 
died 1393* 



t — 



Stephen L 

died 1377- 



Rupert III. 
died t^io- 



SjEPHEN, 

died 1459, 



The prefent 
Palatine 
Houfe, 



Stephen 
II. of Ingol- 
ftadt, died 
1413. 



L,£wis, died 
1441. 



Lewis, died 
i 4 4V, with- 
out Lflue. 



Frederick, 

of Landfhut, 
died 1393. 



Ernest, 
died 1438. 



Lewis, died 
«479* 

w 

<z * 
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Rich, died 
1503, The 
laft of thi* 

Line, 



— ^ 

John of 

Munich, 

died 

J397- 



Albert, died 1404 
branch of the line 
Straubingen. 



John, Bifhop of Jan 

Liege, 1390, Duke Sophi 

of Lower Bavaria ried 

I4.t8, died 1425, - Albe 

The laft pofleflbr of Duke 

the Lower Bavaria, fli 

after the 2d divifion. j 



Wjlliam, 
died 1435. 



AlbertIII. 
died 1 460. 



Albert V. Duke < 
1418, under the na 
died 1439. Marrie< 
ter of the Emperor S 



Anne, died 1462, xnarrl 
, William IIL Marquis 
Mifnia 1446; he died 14$ 
without male iflue. 



Margaret, died 1511 
married John Cicero^ E3< 
Cor of Brandenburg. 



Male Line of 
Bavaria, ex- 

tin&ini777. 



The Houfe of Pruf- 
fia and Branden- 
burg. 
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Fir the Rembmshancir. 
I beg you would pubfifh the follow- 
ing extract of a letter written by a 
merchant of Quebec* of good fenfe 
and very fa^r character, to his 
friend in London : it contains an 
account of the prefent political 
iituation of that province under 
the authority of the late Quebep 
Act, which it is fit that your 
readers ftiould be made acquainted 
with : it is dated at Quebec 'on the 
14th of June lad, and is as follows ; 

Sir, 
Having wrote to you already, by 
this and former conveyances, what I 
Had to fay on bufinefs, I now fend 
you, for your own and your friends 
perufal, the ordinances lately patted 
here by the Governor and Council 
for regulating the Government of 
tiiis province, on which I fhall not 
lofe time in making remarks, but 
leave the reader to make his own ob- 
fervations on them, and fhall con- 
tent myfelf with pointing out to you 
the mode in which they were paffed, 
and the contrariety of the effects- that 
have been produced by them to thofe 
which were expected and intended by 
the perfons who made them. 

By the Quebec Aft, a man would 
be led to iinderftand, that no leis 
than a majority of twenty-three, or 
at leaft of feventeen, members cf the 
legiflative Council of this province, 
were deemed fufficient to make the 
laws. But the fact is, that there 
were only thirteen Counfellors in the 
province laft winter j and that Mr. 
St. Ours, of Montreal, who was one 
of them, being an infirm man, did 
not attend ; and Mr. Cuthbert and 
Mr* Gugy, two more of them, left 
town the 9th of March; £b that there 
were only ten members remaining on 
the fpot to do bufinefs. That num* 
ber were not unanimous in paffing 
the ordinances that have been pub* 
Jifhed j but it is well known that 
three, if not four of them, difTented 
from the reft, though they do not 
Vol. VI, 



declare it publicly. Whether they 
had refolution enough to pro t eft 
againfl any part of the ordinances, or 
not, I do not know But k h cer- 
tain, that the Government of the Pro* 
nrince at that time was entirely in 
the hands of fix or fe<pen tpen, mS 
placemen or fenjiontrs. 

The Council met the latter end cf 
January laft. The nrft bufinefs done wa» 
to fwear the members to fecrecy, that 
none of their proceedings might get 
to the ears of the public. However, 
it was impoffible to keep things (6 
clofe, but that fome hints were drop* 
ped of what was going on ; in eonfo* 
tjuenee of which* he Errglifli part of 
the people in trade here, finding that 
French laws only were to take place, 
and that the benefit of the trial by 
jury was not likely to be allowed in 
any but 'criminal cafes, determined 
to make an application to- the Qover-* 
nor, and pray that the laws of Eng- 
land, relating to commercial matterr, 
might be introduced in the province 
in their fullefl txtent, inftead of the; 
French laws on thefe fubje&t. Ac-. 
cordingly Mr. Charles Grant, Mr. 

{ames johnfton, and Mr. Robert 
,eftcr, were deputed by the other 
merchants to wait on the Governor 
for that purpofe, in behalf of them- 
felves and their fellow citizens. They 
accordingly (fid fo on, or about, the 
25th of February ; and they explain* 
ed to his Excellency the advantages 
that refulted from paving Engfifh 
laws in all countries belonging to 
Great Britain ; and that long expe- 
rience had proved them to be better 
calculated to promote trade and agri- 
culture than French laws ; and I be- 
lieve the Governor himfelf was dif- 
pofed to' grant the Englifb laws; but, 
unluckily for the province, Mr. Cra- 
*mahe, the Lieutenant-governor, got 
notice of the intended application be- 
fore it was made, and waited on the 
Governor that fame morning, and 
prepared him againfl the people's re- 
queft; which the Governor, of courfe, 
£ b refufed. 
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tefafed. Being denied that part of 
the rights of Britifh fubjefts, the three 
(deputies propofed to the Governor 
the eftablifhment of a Chamber of 
Commerce in Quebec, which, they 
thought would, in fome meafure, com- 
penfate the want of juries, in cafes of 
civil rights. The Governor approved 
of the motion, inforruch, that he 
y/ent himfelf to Council the next 
day, and appointed a Committee 
thereof to meet a Committee of the 
Englifh and French merchants irx 
town, to frame a plan for that pur- 
pofe. On notice of this given to the 
jnercantile people here, they met and 
named their Committee, who, with 
that of the .Council, prepared a plan, 
cf which I herewith fend you a copy. 
jAfter a good many delays, copies of 
this plan were made by the Clerk of 
the Council, and each of the Coun- 
fellors was furnifhed with one for his 
confideraticn ; and in that undeter- 
mined Hate the affair continued till 
towards the end of April. The mer- 
chants then began to grow anxious to 
know the reiult of their application, 
and the Governor was waited on to* 
know his fir.al anfwer, which was, 
*' Th*t he thought more power was 
afked for than he had authority to 
gr.nt, or would chufe to veft in the 
£i& Court in the province." He 
theierbrc declined giving a charter 
for that efubliihment himfelf, but 
pronv-'vrd he would recommend it to 
the Mintilry ; fo the Chamber of 
Commerce fell to the ground for the 
preieot. 

1 bt'Ieve General Carleton himfelf 
Js well difpoieti to adopt any meafure 
he thinks «on\: promote the mutual 
inter- t cf u.e Mother Country and 
his own Government; but, unfortu- 
nate, v f)r both, he is an entire fa-an- 
ger to civil matters, -find of courfe 
fuiVrs him/c'f to be abiclu;ely di- 
ieflzv by a ;ew prieits am] Mr. Cra- 
n;,.ac, *:he I >eu tenant- governor, who, 
I thr k, wii;, in the end, work his 
ruin and the deltriution of this pro- 



vince, if their ambitious, cifcum* 
venting, and arbitrary measures d* 
not meet with a check. Mr. Cramhe 
(being our Lieutenant - governor) 
takes the lead, and, I may fay, di- 
rects and manages all civil affairs, in 
the province that officially clepend on 
the Governor, which renders his 
* power very formidable, and enables 
mm to aft as he pleafes. I have been. 
long in this country, and confe- 
quently an eye-witnefs to his general 
conduft ; and am forry that, to this 
day, I cannot with truth fay one good 
word in favour pf it. His conltant 
iludy has been to contrive plans thar. 
have proved very expenfive on your 
fide the water, and very deflruftive 
to the peace and welfare of this go- 
vernment : and hehasaiidrefs enough 
to make the Governor and a few of 
his dependants put them in execution, 
without making his appearance him- 
felf, except on occafions that require 
an extraordinary exertion of his 
po.ver. 

His advice to the Governor (as 
well as to the Governor's predecefTor) 
has, in general, been to thwart the 
wifhes of the public, and always 
keep the old and new fubjefts of the 
Crown, that is, the Englijh and Qa~ 
nadians as difunited as p&jfible. By 
that means he, with the help of a 
few of his creatures in Council, re- 
tains the whole power of Government 
in his own hands ; and this enables 
him to keep up difTentions even 
amongft the'Englith inhabitants, and 
furnimes him With a party of them, 
who aft under his direftion, fo that 
no propofal can be made of any eflab- 
lifhment for the good of fociety that 
he does not like, but that he can 
contrive to overfet. He has been 
heard to declare, " that he wifhed 
there was not an Englifhman left in, 
the province ; that they were an un- 
ruly fet of people, and that, had if 
not been for them, the Canadians 
might have been governed at difcre- 
tion," — That has been, his language 
- ,-' ■ • • ^ 
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to General Carleton. " For, fays 
he, the Englim merchants are the 
Only men in this country that can 
oppofe your meafures ; and, if ever 
you give them any power to eftabiifh 
any rules or regulations, even in 
trade, or invert them with any fort 
of civil authority or privilege what- 
ever, the effect of fuch an indul- 
gence will foon be felt ; for the Ca-> 
nadians will fall in with them of 
eourfe, and both together will, in the 
end, form a body too powerful to be 
reflfted, who will make reprefenta- 
tions at home, which will be attended 
to, and you will, in confequence, 
loTe part of your influence." Such a 
man is Mr. Cramahe, our Lieute- 
nant-governor. But it is to be hoped 
his conduct will not always efcape 
the notice of men of fenfe and power 
on your fide the Atlantic; 

I do not know who were the firft 
propofers of the Quebec Bill; but I 
believe it was ftrongly recommended 
from Canada, and that the Miniftry 
Were aflbred that great advantages 
would refult from it : but experience 
has fhewn on what, weak grounds 
thefe aflurances were made ; fince the 
reverfe of what was promifed by them, 
has been the confequence of it. On 
the'publication of that Bill in this 
province, in the fpring of the year 
1775, it roufed the fears and jea- 
loufies of all the pcafantry in the 
country, and exafperated them fo 
much againft public meafures, and 
againft their own Seigniors and gen- 
try (whom they juftly fuppofcd to 
have promoted, it) that they could 
hardly be governed. In the fall of 
that year th# rebels came into the 
province, and pofiefled" it during the 
winter, even to the walls of Quebec ; 
and during all that time they omitted 
no opportunity of infufing into the 
minds of the Canadians a ftrong ap- 
prehenfion of the ill effects of that 
Act of Parliament; and what the re- 
bels then foretold them upon that 
fubject, has, unfortunately, fince 



proved to be too true ; for no fooner 
had the army arrived here laft year, 
but the inhabitants of the country 
were worked and driven about pretty 
feverely without diflinction, though 
there we're fome amongft them who 
were' well attached to the intereft of 
Government; infomuch, that with 
bad ufage, hard labour of both men 
and hones, and no pay for it, the 
few good fubjects became as much 
diflatisfied as the bad ones. As 3 
a proof of this I muft inform you, 
that in the month of Auguft laft fuch 
numbers of them were commanded 
on public fervice, that I myfeiffaw 
fields of corn Handing ripe on the 
ground, and periming for want of 
hands to cut it down ; and yet at the. 
fame time the troops were doin£ no- 
thing but harraffng the country 
wherever they went : and in January 
laft the Governor and his advifers 
thought fit to franfport from hence 
to Sorel and St. John's, by land, 
what could be fent of the provifions 
and ftores then at this place. For 
that purpofe the peafants were order- 
ed to bring into town fifty fleas (or 
winter carts) per day, at the rate of 
eighteen -pence Halifax currency (or 
about fixteen-pence fterling) per day 
for each man and his horfe, which, 
from the high price of provender at 
that time, was not more than fuffi- 
cient to maintain the horfe, without 
the man. 

In this manner the greateft part of 
the inhabitants of the province were 
employed in February, and for fome 
time in March, till the roads broke 
up, receiving only the fmall confide* 
ration of eighteen-pence* Halifax 
currency, per day ; and that was only 
paid from the time of taking up the 
load till it was discharged at the place 
appointed ; for there was no pay al- 
lowed them during the time which 
they muft neceflarily employ in com- 
ing to town from the molt diftant 
parifhes below, and in returning to 
their homes after the load was dif- 

B b a charged ; 
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charged ; fc.tnat many of the inhabi- form themfelves into companies, dnd 



tants, who live at a diftance from 
Quebec, were upwards often days in 
performing a fervice for which they 
received only feven millings and fix- 
v pence, Halifax currency, for each man 
and his horfe fo employed. — As to the 
fervices exadted from the.country peo- 
ple of this province before this bufinefs 
of carrying the provifions, they were 
performedwithoutanypaya/all,what-, 
ever the charge on that account may ' 
appear to be on your fide of the water. 
It may be truly faid that the Ca- 
nadians were generally diflatisfied 
everfmce General Carleton proclaim- 
ed the revival of the French mode of 
Government in the fpring of the year 
177c. But the late ordinance, that 
has been palled here for regulating 

S" e militia of this province, has given 
e finiming flroke to their difcon- 
tentmerit. 1 really believe there is 
not a man of them now but would 
reDel> if it was in his power, except 
a few of their gentry m places of 
profit, and fuch as have pennons, or 
hope to get them. On the publica- 
tion of that ordinance, a vail number 
cf the Canadians difappeared, for 
fear of being enrolled in the militia, 
arid forced to march with the army 
Out of the province : fome of them 
went into the upper country ; fome 
of them have withdrawn to the fifhing- 

fofts below, and others have retired 
ack into the woods j fo that hardly 
a man can be got to work or bring 
forage to town : one confequence of 
which is, that fire wood, which ufed 
to be bought in this feafon of the year 
for a dollar per cord, is now fold at 
/our times thatprite. The Governor, 
ieeing the bad* coniequences of that 
/ordinance, and finding it likely to be 
of very little fervice, thought fit to 
©rder only a fmall number of the Ca- 
nadians to take arms; and thefe he 

ordered in from the country to the 

towns of Quebec and Montreal. 

They accordingly appeared there; 

but when they received orders to 



hold themfelves in readinefs to join 
the regular troops, under whofe com- 
mand they were to ferve, they began ^ 
to defert in dozens and fcores, till at 
laft there were very few left to march 
with the army.i — At Montreal, I am 
tpld, they filled the Recollet's church, 
with thefe people, in order to prevent 
their defertion. However, that was 
not fufficient to hold them ; for they 
broke through the windows in the 
night-time, and made their efcape. 
I do not know how many of them 
they have been able to mufter in the 
end j but, I believe, very few j and 
the fervices of thefe are very little to 
be depended upon. 

Notwithflanding all the proofs the 
Canadians have given of their difguft 
at public meafures, and the little in- 
fluence their clergy, and thofe called 
theirgentry, had, or have, over them, 
(even the refusal of confeflion and 
abfolution has proved ineffe&ual to 
accompliih the plans of men in power 
here :■) the French clergy and gentry 
ftill hold more'than their lhare of the 
favour and countenance of Govern- 
ment ; and, I believe, will continue 
to do fo in the reign of our prefent 
Governor and Lieutenant-governor. 
As to the peafantry, they are all quite 
in difgrace, and called nothing but a 
parcel of ungrateful dogs and rafcals, 
, for turning out in the manner they 
do after the uncommon pains that has 
been taken with them, and the many 
indigencies fhewn them. And it i* 
indeed true, that they always bad a 
preference ihewn them above .thte 
King's ancient, ©r Britifh, fubjedh 
in every refpeft ; and great ex£ences 
were incurred two years ago *o keep 
them in good temper, but without 
fuccefsj'rbr it did not induce them 
to take arms in defence of the Go- 
vernment in time of need. * 

I do not find that it has been yet - 
talked of, on your fide the water, and 
therefore 1 will mention the follow- 
ing inftance of what I muft needs 

think 
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think the meft partial and ill-timed 
preference that ever was {hewn to 
any one fet of men above another. 
In the winter 1775* during the liege 
of this place, all the lower clafs of ' 
inhabitants, both French and Eng- 
lifh, had an allowance of pay and 
provifions from the v Government. 
But the French had fourteen -pence, 
Halifax currency, per day, allowed 
them, and the Englifh only twelve- 
pence. This difhn&ion, when it 
came to be known, had well nigh 
bred a mutiny in the garrifon ; upon 
which the Governor was applied to, 
and requeued to remove the caufe of 
it, by putting the pay of both people 
upon the fame footing, in order to 
prevent jealoufies and mifunderftand- 
lngs between them. But this requeft 
was not complied with ; and, had it 
not been for the influence of the bell 
fort of Englifh inhabitants over the 
others, the confequence might have 
proved fatal to the Governor, who 
blamed Mr. Cramahe for that mea- 
fure, but yet, imprudently as we all 
thought, refufed to fet it right. 
ExtraS of a letter from the frt<vinee 
of Quebec* dated the qtb of laft 
September, 1777* 

*< This unfortunate province has 
undergone the moil extraordinary and 
pernicious change in jts political con- 
dition, by the Quebec Aft, that can 
poflibly be conceived ; and arbitrary 
power now prevails in it without the 
leaft controul. The people now fpeak 
of former times with regret, lament 
the miferks of the prefeht, and con- 
fider the future as a fepulchre that 
fwallows up all their hopes ©f liberty 
and happinefs in this life. And it is 
their general opinion, that genera- 
tions after generations of thofe who 
are to come after them, willcurfe the 
memory of thofe perfons who were 
the promoters of that Aft which has 
made this alteration in their Govern- 
ment. God grant that it may foon 
be foftened or amended, or, indeed, 
repealed! Theft arc the unanimous 



fentiments of both the old and the 
new fubjefts of his Majefty in this ' 
province; I fay, of both the EngUlh 
and Canadian inhabitants of it. And 
there arc only the few French gentle- 
men who had obtained the honour of 
being Knights of the Order of St. 
Lewis for their fervice to their former 
fovereign, who, by a falfe fyftem of 
prudential policy, outwardly pretend 
to approve this deftruftive revolution 
in the Government of the province. 

"The execution of this Aft, for 
altering the form of Government in 
this province, has had fo itrong.and fo 
difagreeable an effeft on tbe minds of 
all the people of this province, down 
to the very lowed order of them, that 
it is difficult to find words to defcribe 
it properly. The common peafants 
in the country are more and more 
angry at it every day, and feem never 
to lofe fight of it for a moment. And 
they daily beftow curfes on thofe per- 
fons in the province who petitioned 
for it, and who have been the- meant 
of its being pafled, through a mean 
principle of felf-intereft, and theJiope 
of obtaining places of dignity and 
power for themfelves in confequence 
of it. For that was the view of thofe 
perfons who petitioned for this Act. 
But the great body of the freeholders 
of the province, who had ever fince 
the conqueft of the province enjoyed 
and relifhed the mildnefs of the juil 
and wife laws which their new fove- 
reign had given them, in purfuance 
of his promife of fo doing, contained 
in his Royal Proclamation of Octo- 
ber, 1763, when they faw themfelves 
in a moment deprived and ftripped of 
the ineitimable benefits of thole lawi 
which every good and faithful fubjefl 
tffthe Crown of England cannot fail 
to be attached to, were flruck with 
the deepeft fenfe of the miiery of the 
change, and have continued in the 
fame fentiments ever fince." 



As his Majeuy'a Mimfters have at 
laft thought it expedient to endeavour 

to 
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to recover the loft affections of the 
Americans by methods of condefcen- 
fion and concenlon, it feems to be 
die duty of every good fubjeft and 
lover of peace to co-operate as far as 
he is able, with thofe prudent and 
equitable meafures, in order to render 
the fuccefs of them more probable* 
With this view, I ihall mention two 
things which appear to me riecefTary 
to bt* done, in addition to the Bills 
already paft, in order to complete the 
jrefent plan of pacification, and with- 
out which there is reafon to appre- 
hend that the Americans will not ac- 
cept it. The one is to repeal, or 
greatly amend, the Aft for the Go- 
vernment of the province of Quebec, 
which theCongrefs have declared (in 
their petitions to the King, and other 
public declarations, before their vote 
of Independency) to be one of thofe 
Acts which it was abfolutely necefTary 
to repeal before they could think their 
liberties out of danger. And the 
other is, to pafs a promifTory Aft of 
Parliament, (fimilar to the Non-Tax- 
ation Aft, which has juft received the 
Royal afTent) to afTure them that no 
Bifhop mail ever be efhblifhed, either 
by Royal or Parliamentary authority, 
unlefs the aflerably of the province in 
vhich it Ihall be propofed to eftablifh 
one, ftmll have made a petition for 
that purpofe. 

Thefe meafures I take to be fo ef- 
lentially necefTary for the fatisfaftion 
of the American^, that I Could wifh 
to fee them fettled here immediately 
by Parliament, before the Commif* 
fioners, that are to treat with the 
Americans, leave England ; for it is 
evidently beft to do as much as pojfihle 
of that which is neceflary to be done 
for the fatisfaftion of the Americans, 
by the direel and immediate authority 
cf Parliament y and to leave as little 
as pofiible to the Commiffioners. 

The following is an authentic copy of 
a petition prefented on the 9th of 
April to Lord George Germain, 



figned by all the merchants of Ca- 
nada, now in London ; to whiclt 
his Lordmip was pleafed to anfwer,- 
that he would give the fame all the? 
attention the importance of the 
fubjeft required, and have it laid 
before the King's fervarits : 
To the Right Hon, Lord Georcb 
Gfe RMAiN, one of his Majefty*t 
Principal Secretaries of State , &c. 

The petition of the merchant*, and 
fuch inhabitants of the' province of 
Quebec, as are at prefent in LoA-t 
don, 

Sheweth; - 
^ That his Majefty's Britifti fubjefts 
in that extenfive colony, apprehend- 
ing the inconveniences which have 
fince really arifen from the operation 
Of an Aft of Parliament pafled in the" 
yearj774, for eftablifhing the Go- 
vernment of the province of Quebec/ 
did in the fame year petition his Ma- 
jefty, and both Houfes of Parliament, 
that it might be repealed, or at leaft 
amended. 

We beg leave to inform your Lord - 
ihip, that from the reduction of Ca- 
nada to lyiay, 1775, when die above- 
mentioned Aft took place, the inha- 
bitants, as well Canadians as Englifh, 
lived with great fatisfaftion in the 
enjoyment of their liberty and pro- 
perty, under the protection of the 
Englifh Government, and that they 
received the new regulations contain- 
ed in the Aft with furprize and re- 
luctance ; for they faw themfelves at 
once deprived of that ineftimable pri-. 
vilege of the Englifh Conftitution, 
that grand bulwark againft injuftice 
and oppreflion, the trial by juries, 
and of the benefit of the commercial 
laws of England, fo wifely calculated 
to promote a fpirit of trade and iri- 
duitry, and fo generally known and 
underftood ; initead of which the^ 
found themfelves obliged to have re- 
courfe to the laws of Canada, fcarcely, 
if at all, underflood by any perfon in 
the province, and eonfifting chiefly 
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mandates ifTued from of his journey in the proper feafon. 



jt>f occafional 

time to time by the French Gover- 
nor. In confequence of this fubjec- 
tion tp the arbitrary command of 
their fuperiors, many of the Cana- 
4ians have been ordered out upon the 
public fervice, without any pay or 
emolument whatever, and upon re- 
fufal have been thrown into prifon 
under a military guard. 

It cannot be wqndered a,t, if, under 
fuck circumltances, difcontents, and 
even diiTatisfa&ion to bis Majeily's 
^Government, ijiould have crept in. 

The ordinances lately made by the 
Governor and Council, in aid of the 
French law, have contributed to in- 
creafethe general diflatisfaction. This 
.Council, when only twelve members 
were prefent, and each of t&em bound 
l>y an oath of fecrecy, proceeded to 
make laws without requiring the leail 
information, and with the moil total 
difregard of an application from the 
merchants, who petitioned upon 
grounds of general utility, that they 
might not be deprived of the mercan- 
tile laws of England. 

The , ordinances furnifh further 
matter of complaint, becaufe of the 
ambiguous terms in which they are 
exprefled, of the indefinite powers 
which they give to the Judges, and 
of the prejudice which prevails in 
them without exception, in favour of 
the laws of panada, whofe forms are 
tedious, expenfive, and unneceifery. 
In particular, the ordinance regulat- 
ing the Indian trade, fubjecls the 
trade to infuperable difficulties ; for 
the pafs he obtains is upon conditions 
frequently out of his power to comply 
with, and his whole property is, in 
confequence liable to confiscation by 
the civil, or feizure by the military 
power, upon an information laid 
againfl: him by any perfon tempted 
by a profpeft of the reward. Nor, 
though the information be falie, is 
there any provifion to redrefs the 
frade, though he may be equally 
rtfined by the expence^ and the delay 



Thefe difficulties are 16 alarming, 
that though this trade is by' far the 
moil considerable in the province, 
fince the commencement of the pre- 
fent unhappy difputes, whenever the 
communication from Albany ihall be 
open, a great part of it will be car- 
ried on from the province of New- 
York, notwithstanding the iituation 
of Canada is in all refpects more con- 
venient. 

We beg leave to aiTure your Lord T 
fliip, that thefe caufeo, originating 
jchiefly from the Quebec Aft, have 
concurred to fpread a general difconr 
tent throughout the province, without 
any advantage to the prefent State, 
and fo far to alienate the affections of 
his Majeily's fubjedb, as to give great 
xeafon to apprehend a -difpoiition in 
them to change their parent form of 
Government, ihould inch an oppor- 
tunity unhappily pffer. 

We therefore humbly intreat your 
I-ordfliip, to take into your confide- 
ration the dangerous and confuted 
iituation of this colony, and grant us 
your patronage and affiflance in en- * 
deavouring to c btain a repeal of the 
Quebec AcT, the fource of theie 
grievances arid an eilablifhmentinits 
lead of a free Government^ by an 
aiTembly or reprefentation of the 
people, agreeable to his Majefty'i 
Royal promife, contained in his Pro- 
clamation made in the year 1763. 
This meafure alone, which we are 
firmly perfuaded is founded equally 
on the principles of j uflice and good 
policy, is adapted to conciliate the 
minds of a diifatisiied people, to con- 
firm their wavering difpofition, and 
to reftore that mutual confidence be- 
tween the Governors and the govern- 
ed, which is eflentially necellary to 
the happinefs of both. 

London, id of April ', 1778. 
Signed, 
Charles Grant, James Finlay, 
Alex. Davifon, Alex. Henry, 
Thomas Alylwin, Alien Pateribn, 

John 
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John Salmon, 
John Paterfon, 
J. A.D. Hemair, 
R. M'Williams, 
William Lindfay, 
John Shannon, 
Edward Watts, 
Dan. Sutherland, 
Charles Paterfon, 



A let. Frazer, 
William Smith, 
Jofiah Blaikley, 
John Macdonald, 
"William Aird, 
Ifaac Todd, 
Ad. Lymburner, 
John Pagan, 
Handle Meredith. 



The following pieces, I think, 
ought to be expofed to the view of 
the public, The firft piece is a letter 
written by a Gentleman ef Detroit to 
his friend in Quebec ; the fecond is 
the trial of a Jonas Schindler, of Pe- 
troit ; and the third, and laft piece is 
JJeutenant-governor Hamilton's ad*, 
vertifement concerning faid Schind- 
ler. By thefe papers the reader may 
judge how far the peribns and pro- 
perty of his Majefty's fubjects are 
iafe, when too much power is veiled 
in the hands of individuals, which is 
certainly the cafe under the Quebec 
Bill regulating the Government of 
that province. 

Quebec, Seftember 2 1, 1777- 
Sir, 

Yefterday his Excellency Sir Guy 
was pleafed to fign my pafs a few 
hours before he fet out for Montreal, 
notwithftanding any oppofuion that 
might have been made by our De- 
troit Nero, Lieutenant-governor Ha- 
milton, who you know is now in 
town here. From what you have 
heard of his cruel and tyrannical dif- 
pofition, you muft be well convinced 
how unhappy we are under his Go-* 
vernment; you know what feverity 
he ufed againft me unjuftly, how he 
has treated Mr. Bentley, and con- 
fefled to him in prefence of feveral 
witnefles, that he knew very well his 
proceedings againft Mr. Bentley were 
illegal, but that he was above* the 
law ; and added, " You may fuc me 
% if you pleafe, but you'll get nothing, 
Government is obliged to fupport ii.e 
in what I do ;" a very fineconfeflion 
for a Lieuieiunt-gomnor fet pver a 



free peonle. Yon know how he Wanted 
to hurt Mr. Ifaac Williams, and the 
cruel manner in which he treated Mr, 
Jonas Schindler, filverfmith, wh©, 
after being honourably acquitted by 
a very refpectable jury, he ordered to. 
be drummed out of the town ; Cap- 
tain Lord of the iSth regiment, late 
Commandant at the Illinois, and at 
that time commanding the garrifon 
at Detroit, ftlenced the drum when 
it entered into the citadel, in order 
to pafs out at the weft gate with the 
prifoner, and faid Lieutenant-gover- 
nor Hamilton might exercife what 
axis of cruelty and oppreffion he 
pleafed in the town, but that he 
would fujFer none in the citadel, and 
would take care to make fuch pro- 
ceedings known to fome of the firft 
men in England : all thefe things art 
very cruel, but nothing like hanging 
men .-^Lieutenant-governor Ham i U 
ton, to whom a commiffion for a 
Juftice of the Peace was fent op only 
two or three months ago, which is 
the iirft that ever was given by proper 
authority to any one in Detroit, took 
upon him in the fall, 1775, to no- 
minate and appoint a certain Philip 
Dejean (who run away from hence 
fome years ago, and fled to Detroit 
to fcreen himfelf from his creditors) 
to aft as Judge on the trial of Jo- 
feph Hecker (formerly a furrier in 
this town) f»r having kitled his bro- 
ther-in-law, Monfieur Moran, in a 
quarrel ; he was found guilty, and 
Judge Dejean pa/Ted fentence of death 
upon him, which was approve*} of by 
Governor Hamilton, andpiitinexe* 
cution a few days after under a guar4 
of foldlers, who furrounded the gal- 
lows whilft he was hanged.— Jn the 
fpring, 1776, they condemned and 
hanged alfo, Jean Contancinau, 4 
Canadian, for having ftolen fome 
money, Sec. from his mafter, and 
being concerned with a Negro wench 
in attempting to fet fire to his ma- 
iler's houle. — You'll readily allow 
that thefe criminal* dtferved death ; 

but 
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James Sterlings 
Med. Gamelin,- 
Alex. Macomb, 
Adh. St. Martin, 
Grig. M'Grigor, 



but how dared Lieutenant-governor 

Hamilton, and an infamous Judge of 
-his own making, take upon them to 
try them, and execute them without 
authority? I mentioned all the above 
circumflances to Judge Livuis, and 
to Mr. Monk (the Attorney-general ;) 
they were much furprized at fuch rafh 
and unwarranted proceedings, and 
faid Lieutenant-governor Hamilton 
and his judge, Philip Dejean* were Jacq. Campeau, 
both liable to be proiecuted for* mur- 
der — I beg you may make thofe things 
known in England, that we may be 
freed from Ufurpation, tyranny, and 
oppreffion. 

I return you my moft hearty and 
fincere thanks for your very polite 
and obliging behaviour to me fince I 
fir ft came to this town, and your in* 
terefling yourfelf in fuch a friendly 
manner in my behalf with his Excel- 
lency Sir Guy Carleton, whereof I 
beg you may be afTured I {hall always 
retain the moft grateful fenfe; and 
am, with much truth and fincerity, 
Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
moft humble fervant* 



Mr. James Rankin and Mr. John 
Shipboy being called upon to be ready 
to give in their evidence, the Jury 
were then called by their names, and 
fwof n : 



Proceedings of a Court held at De- 
troit the 8th of Auguft, 1777, by 
Philip Dejean, one of his Majefly's 
Juftices of the Peace, acting as Judge 
by commifiion from Henry Hamil- 
ton, Efq. Lieutenant-governor and 
Superintendant of Detroit, &c. to try 
an action of felony between our So- 
vereign Lord the King and Jonas 
Schindler, filverfmith, for uttering 
bafe metal mixed with filver, con- 
trary to the Act made and provided 
to prevent frauds of the like nature. 

The prifoner was fet to the bar, 
and commanded to hold up his hand 



Geo; Mcldrum, 
GuihSt.Bernardj 
James Abbott, 
MarraUrf Godettej 
Colin Andrews, 
Pierre Reaume, 
You good men of the jury are to 
underftand that the prifoner at the 
bar ftands indicted for felony, in hav- 
ing made, fold, and offered for fale, 
bafe metal mixed with filver; to 
which indi&ment he pleads-^-Not 
guilty >-*And now hear your evi- 
dence. 

James Rankin being called upon 
as an evidence for Our Lord the King, 
declares, upon oath, that he has 
bought fome India filver work of the 
prifoner at the bar for Mr. Edgar, at* 
the River Huron, and in particular 
fome boxes, which being returned by 
the Indians, who faid they were the 
fame they bought of faid Edgar, faid 
Mr. Edgar returned them to faid evi- 
dence, who then applied to the pri- 
foner at the bar concerning faid 
boxes, who faid he had not made 
them himfelf, but had bought them 
of one Mr. Beaubien, and that if they 
proved to be bafe metal, he would 
make him new ones, take them back 
again, or elfe deduft them out of the 
account; faid prifoner told faid evi- 
dence that the boxes cofl him five 
livres ten fols each, and faid evidence 
agreed to pay him fix livres each. 
John Shipboy being alfo called upon, 
as an evidence aforefaid, produced 
feveral pieces of filver work, called 
mounting for fpoon-boxes ; fuch as 



Judge. — Jonas Schindler, you fland handles, efcutcheons, &c. upon which 
Indicted of felony, in having made, Meflrs. John Vifgar, filverfmith, and 



fold, and offered to fale, bafe metal 
mixed with filver ; are you guilty of 
the crime of which you Hand indicted, 
or not guilty ? 
Prifoner. — Not guilty* 
Vol. VI, 



Mofes Henry, gunfmith, who alfo 
works in filver, being called upon, 
and fworn whether faid filver work 
were good filver or not, Mr. Vifgar 
fays, he thinks there is fome alloy in 
C c the 
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the aforefaid filver work ; and being 
afked by the Court whether there was 
more alloy in faid filver work than 
there ought to be, he replied, he did 
not know there was. Mr. Henry be- 
ing called upon declare*, that he does 
npt think there is ipore alloy in faid 
filver work than there ought to be, 
arid further fays they would pafs for 
good filver work in any part of Ame- 
rica; • ■ 

< The prifoner being put on his de- 
fence, fays, that he bought a quantity 
of Indian filver work at Michilimac- 
kinac, of one Mr. Beaubien, which 
he did not examine, as they feemed 
to Took like good filver ; that he fold 
fome boxes to Mr. Rankin, which he 
had bought of faid Beaubien, and at 
the- fame time told Mr. Rankin that 
he had not made theni himfelf, but 
that if they proved not fo good as he 
expected, he would change him no- 
thing for them. v 

Mr. Macomb declares, upon the 
tenor of his oath, that the prifoner 
at the bar told him, that if any filver 
work he had from him mould happen 
to be bad, he would take them back 
again. 

Mr. Andrew declares* upon the 
tenor aforefaid, that about three weeks 
ago he bought two hundred broache* 
of- the prifoner at the bar, faying, at 
the fame time, he hoped they^ were 
good filver. Said prifoner replied, if 
they were not good, he would charge- 
nothing, for them. 

Mr. Abbotts declared; (as afore- 
feid) that Mr. Ifaac Williams having* 



livres each ; faid evidence told hint 
they were very dear, and that he did 
not think they were good fihrer ; faid 
prifoner replied, he did not know, 
for he had bought them of Mr. Beau- 
bien, and further faid he took them 
at the aforefaid price, and has not 
fince heard they have been found 
fault with. 

The prifoner further fays, that 
Captain Grant's work required fix- 
reen dollars to make it ; that having 
but twelve, he was obliged to make 
ufe of a filver gorget, Which he looked 
upon as good filver, to compleat the 
aforefaid work ; that he founded faid 
filver work himfelf, and did not per- 
ceive any alloy amongft it, and thar 
his apprentice finifhed it.* He far- 
ther declares, he is not a good judge* 
of the quality of filver, having never 
fayed an apprenticeftrip to the filver* 
ftnith, or any other bufinefs. 

Michael Fortoft, apprentice to the* 
aforefaid prifoner, declares, upon 
oath, that in working of faid filver, 
he perceived there was fome alloy in 
it \ that every one knows there is 
foroe alloy even in dollars, but he does 
not know whether there wa* more in 
the aforefaid filver work than there 
ought to be : he further fays, that his 
faid m after, after M& arrival from 
Mechilimackinac fhewed him fome 
filver work, amon£# which were 
fome boxes, fuch as tnofe produced in 
the Court, which his faid mailer told 
him he had bought of Mr. Beaubien. 
We the jurors appointed fo exa- 
mine a caule between. our Sovereign 



purchafed certain filver work of faid Lord the King and Jonas Schindler, 
prifpner, he promifed faid^Mr. Wil- indi&ed for felony, having duly ex- 



liams to take them again, if they did* 
Hot prove good ; and further declares, 
that faid prifoner told himfelf, that 
upon any filver, work he furnifhed 
him with, not proving good, he- would 
»ake reafonable fatisfa&ion, 

Antoine Lacplle being called upon, 
declares, upon oath, that having aflted 
the price of fome filver works at Mr. 
Schindler's, faid prifoner aflted fvi 



amined faid caufe according to the 
evidence brought before lis, find him 
Net Guilty. 

Given under oat hands at Detroit 
this 8th day of Auguft, I7J7. 
Signed, 

Marfau.Godette, 



James Sterling, 
Med. Gameiin, 
Adh. St. Martin, 
Pierre Reautae, 



Jacq. Campeau, 
Colin Andrew;, J 
James, Abbott, 

Alexander 
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Mtx. Macomb, J Grig.M'Grigor, 
Guil. St. Bernard, | G. Mcldrum. 

After the acquittal of Jonas Schind* 
ler, Governor Hamilton publilhed 
the following advertifement, and had 
the faid Schindler drummed out of 
town : 

Advertisement* 

As Jonas Schindler, at prefent a 
prifoner in the guard, evidently im- 

eofes on the public by exercifing the 
ufinefs of a filverfmith, to which he 
never ferved an apprenticeihip, this 
is to give notice to the public, that 
the fold Schindler ought to be drove 
out of the garrifon with infamy, and 
ient to the country below by the firft 
occalion after he fettles his aiFairs ; 
of which the interefted are to take 
notice, and bring their accounts to 
Philip Dejean, Eft], after the fame 
fhall be attefted before Yabrail Le- 
grand, one of his MajeJly's Juftices 
of the Peace for the diftricl of Detroit. 
Signed, Henry Hamilton, 

JLieutenant-governor, 
(True copy.) 
Signed, Philip Jean, 

yothAuguft, 1777. 

Bofion, Afrilzo. 
.The following articles of intellK 
gence, up to the 8th of March, were 
received by the frigate La Senfible, 
of 36 guns (belonging to his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty) commanded by 
- the Chevalier Marigny, who arrived 
at Falmouth, Cafco Bay, on Monday 
laft, in 35 days from prance, with 
difpatches for Congrefc, and came 
to hand laft evening, viz. t 

That after the news of General 
£urgoync's defeat, aiFairs toojc a new 
and very favourable turn, efpecially 
in France : and foon after, the Court 
difpatched Mr. Simeon Deane in the 
frigate Belleponte, of 36 guns, in 
the moft private manner, with the 
preliminaries of a treaty with the 
United States of America ; but the 
frigate meeting with violent contrary 
winds, and fpringing her foremaft, 



was obliged, after being cot A* 
weeks, to put back to Breft; from 
whence Mr. Deane immediately re- 
paired to the Court of Verfailles and 
received orders for another frigate/ 
which left Breil, March 8th, and ar* 
rived in Cafco Bay on Monday laft. 

Bofion % April 23 „ We have the 
moft authentic advices from France, 
That by the treaties lately compleat ■• 
ed and figned there, his Mofl Chrif- 
tian Majefty guarantees the indepen- 
dence, fovereignty, liberties, and all 
thepofleffionsof the Thirteen United 
States of America; and they, on. 
their part, guarantee all the domw 
nions of that Prince in the Weft-In- 
dies. The part he afted upon this 
occaiion, was truly noble and mag* 
nanimpus. No monoply of our trade 
was cleared ; it is left open to all we 
choofe to trade with. This is wife, 
as it is generous ; it being undoubt* 
edly the intereft of France that this 
treaty fhould be durable, which 
wourd not have been fo likely, had 
hard terms been exacted of us. W* 
are moreover liberally aflifted there 
with all kinds of fupplies. The 
treaties were figned on the 6th of Fe» 
bruary. 

The Englifh Minifter, to defeat, 
if poffible, this union, and recover 
the dependence of the Colonies, has 
brought in two Bills, which he calls 
conciliatory, but which are a com- 
pofition of artifice and uncertainty* 
Thi right, as-they are pleafed to call 
it, of laying taxes on us, is not given 
up, the Parliament only declares, 
that in confujeration of fome'incon-r 
veniences found in the exercife of this 
right, they intend not to exercife it 
hereafter, except for regulating trade ; 
but the next Parliament may find 
this declaration inconvenient, and 
may repeal it, and refume the right, 
Commifiioners are appointed to treat 
with any body of men ^in America, 
on the means of quieting the diforders 
there, but can do nothing definitive, 
except granting pardons, declaring 
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and revoking reflation of arms, &c. 
On this a gentleman of character 
fays, in one of his letters, " I hope 
no American will be meun enough to 
accept their pardons ; and 1 arm fure 
we mall not be fo weak as to difband 
or difarm, in the fmalleft degree', on 
the faith of their declaring a ceffation 
of arms." He adds, "Believe me, 
the malice of the Britifh Court is as 
great againll us as ever, but they are 
at prefent in a great conflemaiion, 
unable to go on, afhamed to give up, 
and fearing a war with France and 
Spain, which they fee mufl ruin them. 
If they can divide and Weaken us, or 
deceive us into a fubmifllon, they will 
funijh us at their leijure" France has 
this fame year, renewed her fifty years 
alliance with the Thirteen United 
States of Switzerland, which me has 
faithfully kept for 200 years— A good 
omen for us.— The acceptation of 
Spain to the treaties was not doubted. 
1 heie events are moil important in 
favour of America ; they give us a 
{lability that muA fupport and extend 
our credit in Europe, while that of 
Britain is finking.' The good-will 
to our caufe in Europe is univerfal ; 
all nations wifh, and are ready to 
concur, in the humiliation of Eng- 
land, as foon as they dare ; — by re- 
turning to their Government, we 
fhould have them and all Europe 
againffc us ; we are now with all Eu- 
rope, againft them. There is no he- 
fitating a moment which to choofe of 
thefe two iituations. The public 
may rely on the authenticity of the 
above accounts, which, if improved 
with wifdom and fpirit here, muft, 
by the favour of Heaven, prove de r 
Cifive fpr America. 

Bojlon, May 4. We hear from Pro- 
vidence, thut on Tuefday lafl Gene- 
ral Sullivan, Commander of our 
troops there, received an imperious 
dictatorial letter from Brigadier-ge- 
neral Pigot, Commander of the Bri- 
tifh t t's forces at Newport, 

(inclpfing the draft of two Bills 



which had been only once read in th« 
Britifh Heufe of Commons) wherein 1 '' 
he faid, that the terms offered the rc-r 
bels were more gracious than they 
could, or had reafon to expect, from 
the hands of his moft merciful mailer ; 
which fentence fo exafperated the po- 
pulace there, that they ordered the 
Bills tp be burnt by the hands of the 
common hangman, which was im- 
mediately executed. * General Sulli- 
van, we hear, anfwered General Pi- 
lot's letter, in a very genteel but fe* 
vere manner. 

On Thurfday Iaft, the Lovely Late, 
the firft fpring fhip, bound from 
London for New- York, (miffing 'her 
port) was fafely cond acted hither by 
part of the crews of the privateers 
American Revenue and the Revenge, 
both belonging to Connecticut, who 
fell in with her 1 2 days after they 
failed. He cargo confifts of the foI T 
lowing articles, 255 bales dry goods, 
300 barrels flour, 300 cafk» porter 
and wine, 66 cheftstea, and 65 pun-* 
cheons rum. 

• Laft Wednefday morning the Hon. 
Samuel Adams, Efq one of the De- 
legates of the Continental Congrefs 
for this State, fet out on his journey 
to join that honourable body ; a num- 
ber of gentlemen of this town, ac- 
companied him as far as Little Cam- 
bridge, where they had a genteel en^ 
tertainment: after dinner the follow- 
ing toafts were drank, viz. 

1. The United Independent 
States of America. 

2. The Congrefs. 

3. Lewis the Xyith, King of 
France. 

4. The American AmbafTadors at 
Verfailles and other Courts in Europe, 

5/ General Wafhington, the army 
and navy. 

* 6. The town of Bofion. 

7. Our worthy friend and patriot, 
Mr. S. Adams. 

8. In memory of the firft Com- 
mittee of Correfpondence in Ame- 
rica, and allthofe whq dared to fup- 
port 



Digitized by 



Google 



C *93 ) 



port pur glorious caufe in times of 
danger. 

9. Firmnefs to America againft 
the infidious arts of Britain. 

10. May the Independency of Ame- 
rica be as lafting as time. 

1 1 . Agriculture, arts, and com- 
merce. 

12 Peace with all men. on the prin- 
ciples of honour and juftice. 

13, May the watchmen of Ame- 
rica ever be upon their guard. 

After which, Mr. Adams taking 
an affectionate leave of the company, 
proceeded on his journey. 

Same day Colonel Ward fet out 
for Head- quarters. 

We are informed by a perfon juft 
come in from Philadelphia, that 
when ths gills and Lord North's 
fpeech were pofted at coffee houfe 
and other public places, the officers 
of the army, particularly the Scotch, 
were highly incenfed, and pulled 
them down, which obliged General 
Howe to interpofe his authority for 
/upprefling the diforder,' 

To the Feople of America, 
Friends and brethren, 
On comparing Lord North's fpeech 
in Parliament, and the two iubfe- 
quent Bills for compofmg the difor- 
ders in America, with the general 
conduct of Great Britain towards us, 
I cannot help forming the idea of a 
public infult being offered to the un- 
derftandings of mankind. The pre- 
vailing idea in the fpeech, and in the 
Bills, is to make peace with us on 
the fame terms which we offered to 
prevent the commencement of hofii- 
Hties. For this purpofe Commiflion- 
crs are to be fent over with jxwer to 
declare a ceiTation of hpftilities, and 
to revoke it. They are im powered 
t° Jufpend tjbe retraining Aft either 
partially or totally, during a limited 
time, and all other Acts paned fince 
the 10th of February, 1 7 63 • Thefe 
were the Acts we objected to before 
fhe war commenced, Jt is litewife 



propofed to referve to Great Britain 
the appointment of fuch officers as 
they appointed heretofore. Let us 
now cenfider the difference of cir- 
cumftances, fince we propofed thofe. 
terms. Then we were without go- 
vernment, without men, without 
public funds, without military ftores. 
Under all thefe difadvantages wc 
carried on the war for one campaign 
fuccefsfully. At the end of that 
pampaigrt, on comparing the 4ifpo-- 
fition and ilrength of both parties, 
the people of all America inftru&ed 
their delegates, in Congrefs, to de-i 
clare that they would no longer abide 
by thofe terms. Accordingly the de- 
claration of Independence was pub-* 
limed, in which we pledged *every 
thing dear to us, that we would effect 
a total feparation between thefe States 
and Great Britain. In fupport of 
this declaration, we have continued 
the war through a fecond and a third 
campaign ; and notwithftanding the 
expence of blood and treafure, with 
which it has been attended, our re- 
fources both of men and money, are 
infinitely fuperior to what they were 
at the beginning of the war. Our 
Government is vigorous; the admi- 
niftration of juflice is regular and im- 
partial ; our ports are filled with the 
wealth' of Britain. We have well re- 
gulated finances. The enemy's force, 
amounting to fixty thoufand men, 
has been foiled, and one of their ar- 
mies obliged to furrender. The wif- 
dom of our Councils, and the bra- 
very of our troops, have gained u* 
the admiration of Europe. France 
has already recognized our indepen- 
dence and fovereignty ; and a treat/ 
has been figned by Plenipotentiaries* 
on- both fides. At this time Great 
Britain infolently declares, that if 
nve will recede from our declaration* 
they do not intnd to exercije the right 
of taxation, any further than f? all be 
for the regulation of trade* Cannot 
the States of America, with all theij: 
prefent advantages, protect their own 

tr*k» 
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trade, or have they not wifdom to re- 
gulate it? Suffer not the moft unge- 
nerous minds to entertain an idea Co 
unworthy of your former exertions. 

^The fpeech propofes to raife W*«- 
tary contributions > inftead of taxes ; 
and that we fhall be put out of the 
Kings protection, unlefs we will con- 
tribute. Both parties hare already 
agreed in this point. The Parlia- 
ment declared our property theobjeel 
of general plunder, without any dis- 
crimination 6f perfons. Can any adfc 
put us more eJFe&ually out of the 
King y s protection ? After this we de- 
clared, that we would not again ac- 
cept of his proyttion. 

It is alfo faid, that " they (the 
Commiffioners) would confiderably 
^id the operation of war." Hpw 
was this poffible, but by delaying our 
operations, under pretence of a fham 
treaty, till their force fhoul4 be ready 
to aft ? Nothing further is necefTary 
%o convince us, that the present pro- 
fejititm is infidious* 

Are we then to receive terms from 
the defeated party ? Are we to give 
up our prefent real and fubftantial 
advantages, in order to obtain a pre- 
carious protection, which we have al- 
ready declared that we will not re- 
ceive ; forbid it, Heaven ! that fuch 
an unworthy idea mould difgrace the 
patrons of liberty, and the protectors 
pf virtue. Wc have already under- 
gone the utmoft feverities of war ; 
we have had our towns burnt, and 
pur coafls ravaged ; and fhall we now, 
when we have rifen Superior to our 
difficulties, eondefcend to accept 
terms diftated by a nation who are 
on the point of aflting our protection? 
We have been Angularly profpered 
by Heaven. We are now better able 
.%o continue the war, , than we, were 
during the firfl campaign. Our prizes 
amount to more than our public 
debt. We have it in our power, by 
one vigorous exertion, to free our 
country from the enemy for ever. 
^e; us then do our duty, and rein- 



force our army. It Is already con^ 
fefTed, that General Wafhington ap- 
pears with fame fuperhrity in the 
field. By a fpeedy exertion we fhall 
drive thi enemy from our coafls. 
Then we Hall be ready to treat, an4 
not before. The fentiment expreffed 
by Congrefs is, " We are determined 
to live tree, or not to live at, all.** 
It is our buftnefs to dictate the termi 
of peace, agreeable to the old re- 
publican maxim, " Never agree to a 
peace but after a victory." Never 
let it be faid, that the States of Ame- 
rica, after ftruggling through a 
bloody and expenfive war, after de- 
feating their enemies, after afiuminy 
their proper rank among the power* 
of the earth, and performing all thofe 
atta which belong to fovereignty, 
were bate enough to relinquifh their 
Independence, and to return to a ftate) 
of fervile fubmiflion. 

If any other arguments are necef- 
fary, confider, that by fupporting 
our Independence, we fhall enjoy a 
free trade with all nations, and center 
the wealth of the world in the bofont 
of America, as heretofore it centered 
in Britain. Our extenfive fea-coafU 
entitle us to a greater fhare of trad« 
than any other power* Our variou* 
climates, and cpnfeq^uently variou* 
produce, together with our naval 
ftores, will fecure us an extenfive 
commerce. Our immenfe territory 
will render us the greateft power in 
the world. Our trade will then be 
fubjeel to no duties, but fuch as wilj 
tend folely to the benefit ©four coun- 
try : and our power will fecure us 
from invafion. We have nothing td 
fear from perfeverancc, and every 
thing from fubmiflion. 

In our relation to foreign powers, 
we mall be at fuch a diftance, as wilj 
prevent our being under a neceffity 
of engagingin war ; and if we mould 
engage, it will belong to us, mor$ 
than to any other empire, to turri 
the fcala. H we fubmit, we fhall 
become fubfervient to the intereft of 

' Great; 
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6reat Britain. 

to engage in war, whether #e chufe 
it or not ; and at the option of that 
Crown, may be furrendered to an- 
other nation. Thefe evils we have it 
now in our power to avoid. Let us 
exert curfelves in feafon. We may 
enjoy peace, and all the advantages of 
trade, if we reinforce our army im- 
mediately. It is therefore our duty 
to make this effort. It is not our 
bufinefs at prefent to coniider what 
terms of peace are to be treated of, 
but how we (hall expel the armies of 
i nation, that has done us injuries 
never to be forgiven. Let anyone 
read the declaration of Independence, 
stnd compare it with the conduct of 
Great Britain, he will find every 
article of the declaration juftified. 
We have therefore all the fame rea- 
sons which we then had, .and many 
additional ones, for refuting thefe 
terms. Great Britain has made 
rapid advance in the road to de- 
ftru&ion. She will fhortly arrive 
it the end of her career. Surely 
then it would derogate from ^the 
dignity of thefe States, to make 
peace with her on any other terms 
than we fhall propofe. We have 
this eflenrial advantage, that while 
the efforts of Great Britain are only 
the expiring agonies of a great na- 
tion, the efforts of thefe States are 
f rfl exertions of a people in the full 
vigour of manhood. Let us implore 
the God of armies to continue his 
protection, and to blefs us in our la- 
bours for the defence of our country. 
He has hitherto fucceeded us beyond 
our moil fanguine expectation. His 
language to us appears to be «* Come 
out of her my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her fins, and that ye rs- 
cei've not her pfagucs. For her fins 
have reached into Heaven, and God 
hath remembered her iniquities." 

. Marcus Brutus. 
Majfaebufetts-Bay, May 2. 177S. 

Bofton, May 4. Laft Friday the 
Dean frigate, Samuel Nicholftm, 



She had nine weeks 
paffage, and has brought a valuable 
cargo, confifting of 12,060 fuits of 
cloaths for the army, complete, a 
large quantity of copper, tin, aad 
lead, befides many other valuable- 
articles. 

Bofton, May 1 1 . General Lee, Co- 
lonel Ethan Allen, and feven Field- 
officers, are entirely and fully ex- 
changed. General Lee is to joia 
the main army immediately. 

B often, May 14. Yefterday being 
the annual meeting for the choice of 
reprefentatives for this town the en- 
fuing year, the following gentlemen 
were chofen, viz. Hon. John Han- 
cock, Efq. Hon. William Phillips, 
Efq. Hon. John Pitts, Efq. Oliver 
Wendell and Caleb Davis, v Efqrs. 
Mr.'JEllis Gray and John Lowell, Efq. 
ExtraSl of a letter from a gentleman 

in Narttz, to another in this town, 

dated z$th March , 1778. 

** It mull undoubtedly give yoa 

freat pleafure, my dear friend, to 
ear that our Independency is ac- 
knowledged in form by the Court of 
France. On the 20th inflant, the 
Commiffioners were received as Mi- 
nifters Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America, and the next day 
the Englifh Ambaffador -went off 
without taking leave. * Orders are 
given to feize all Englifh veffels that 
are found in any French port, an4 
an open declaration of war is daily 
expected. At the reception of our 
Miniflers, the King (addrefling him- 
felf to Dr. Frankiift) faid, he was 
happy in acknowledging the Inde- 
pendence of America, and that the 
condition of the treaty, on the part 
of France, fhould be faithfully ob- 
ferved. The Dodlor anfwered toahe 
fame effect on the part of Congrefs. 
In England they are in the molt hu- 
miliating confufion ; they are driven 
to the laft refource, and want to 
make peace with us at any rate ; 
peace, peace, is the cry of the na- 
tion; 
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tion ; but as the weal; Minifters have 
fiill the foolifh hope of perfuading iis 
i» renounce our Independence, I 
imagine their plan will only be an- 
other public proof of their foolifh ob*- 
flinacy." 

Mead Quarters 1 Camp, Valley Forge, 

May 5. 

ExtraS from General Orders* 

ft It having pleafed the Almighty 
ltuler of the Univerfe propitioufly to 
defend the caufe of the United Ame- 
rican States, and finally, by railing 
11s up a powerful friend among the 
Princes of the earth, to eftablifh our 
liberty and independence upon a laft- 
ing faundation, it becomes us to fet 
apart a day for gratefully acknow- 
ledging the Divine goodnefs, and 
celebrating the important event which 
we owe to his Divine interposition. 

** The feveral brigades are to af- 
femble for this purpofe at nine o'clock 
to-morrow, when their Chaplains will 
communicate the intelligence con- 
tained in the poftfeript of the Pennfyl- 
vania Gazette of the 2dinftant (which 
gave an account of the treaty be- 
tween France and the United States 
brought by Silas Deane, Efq. in Le 
Senfible, a French friga;e of 28 guns) 
and offer up a thanfgiving, and de- 
liver a difcourfe fuitable to the 00 
cafion. 

** At half paft ten o'clock a can- 
non will be fired, which is to be the 
fignal for the men to be under arms ; 
the brigade* infpector will then infpett 
their drefs and arms, form the batta- 
lions according to the inflru&ions 
given them, and announce to the 
Commanding OfEcers, that the bat- 
talions are formed ; the Brigadiers 
and Commandants will, then appoint 
the Field Officers to command bat- 
talions ; after which each battalion 
will be ordered to load and ground 
their arms. At half paft eleven 
another canncta will be fired, as 
a fignal for the march, upon which 
the ieveral brigades will begin their 
march by wheeling to the right 
by platoons, and proceed by the 



neareft way to the left of theil 
ground, in the new poiltion that will 
be pointed out by the brigade ih- 
fpeclors. A third fignal will be a 
mfcharge of thirteen cannon, when 
the thirteenth has fired, a running 
fire of infantry will begin on the " 
right of Woodford's, and continue 
throughout the whole front line, it 
will be then taken up On the left of" 
the fecorid line, arid continue to the 
right ; upon a fignal, the whole army 
will huzza, " Long live the Iting of 
France." 

" The artillery then begin again, 
and fire 1 3 rounds ; this will be fuc- 
ceeded by a fecond general difcharge 
•f all the mufquetryin a running fire, 
huzza, ** Long live the friendly Eu- 
ropean powers." When the laft dif- 
charge of 1 \ pieces of artillery will 
be given, followed by a general run- 
ning fire, huzza " for the American 
States." 

Agreeably to the above orders, hii 
Excellency General Washington, his 
amiable Lady and fuite, Lord Ster- 
ling, the Countefs of Sterlirtg, with 
other General Officers and ladies, 
attended at nine o'clock at the Jerfey 
brigade, when the poftfeript, men- 
tioned above, was read, and after 
prayer a fuitable difcourfe was deli- 
vered to Lord Sterling's diviiion, by 
the Rev. Mr. Hunter. 

Upon the fignal at half paft eleven, 
the whole army repaired to their 
alarm-pofis, upon which General 
Wafhington, and the General Of- 
ficers' reviewed the whole army at 
their refpedtive pofts, and after firing 
the cannon and mufquetry, and the 
huzzas were given, agreeable to or- 
ders, the army returned to their re- 
fpeAive brigade parades, and were 
difmifled. 

All the officers of the army then 
aflembled, and partook of a collation 
provided by the General, at which 
feveral patriotic toafts were, drank, 
accompanied w;th three cheers. His 
Excellency took leave of the officers 
at five ©'clock, upon which there was 

an 
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an univerfal huzzaing, " Long live 
Geaeral Wafhington," and clapping 
hands until the General rode fome 
diftance, the non-commmiffioned of- 
ficers and private men followed the 
example of their officers, as the Ge- 
neral pafled their brigades. Appro- 
bation, indeed, was confpicuous in 
every countenance, and univerfal joy 
reigned throughout the camp."' 
InCongrefsy May 6, 1 77 8. 
Whereas Congrefs have received 
from their CommifTioners at the Court 
of France, copies of a treaty of amity 
and commerce, and of a treaty of al- 
liance, between the Crown of France 
and thefe United States, duly entered 
Into and executed at Paris on the 6th. 
of February laft, "by a Minifter pro- 
perly authorized by his Moft Chris- 
tian Majefty on the one part, and the 
faid CommifTioners on the other part: 
and whereas the faid treaties have been 
maturely confidered and unanimoufhr 
ratified and confirmed by Congrefs, 
In which faid treaty of amity and 
commerce are the articles following, 
Jto wit: 

Art. VI. The Moft Chriflian 
King fhall endeavour, by all the 
means in his power, to protect and 
defend all veflels and the effects be- 
longing to the fubjetts, people, or, 
inhabitants of the United Stares, or 
any of them, being in his ports, ha- 
vens, roads, or on the feas near to 
his countries, iflands, cities, or towns ; 
and fo recover an4 reftore to the right 
owners, their agents or attornies, all 
fuch vefTels ai}d effects which fhall be 
taken within his jurifdiction; aed 
the fhips of war of his Moft Chriflian 
Majefty, or any convoy failing under 
his authority, fhall upon all occafions 
take under' their protection all vef- 
fels belonging to the fubjects, people, 
or inhabitants of the faid United 
States, or any of them, and holding 
the fame curfe, or going the fame 
way, and fhall defend fuch vefTels, fo 
long as they hold the fame courfe, or 
go the fame way, aginft all attacks, 
* Vo*.VI.. ' 



force, and violence, in the fame man* 
ner as they ought to protect and de- 
fend. the vefTels belonging to the fub- 
jects of the Moft Chriftian King. 

Art. VII. In like manner the 
faid United States, and their fhips of 
war failing under their authority, 
fhall protect and defend, conformably 
to the tenor of the preceding article, 
"all the vefTels and effects belonging 
to the fubjects of the Moft Chriftian 
King, and ufe all their endeavours 
to recover, and caufe to be reftored, 
the faid vefTels and effects that fhall 
have been taken within the jurifdic- 
tion of the faid United States, or any 
of them 

Art. XTV. The merchant fhips 
of either of the parties which fhall be 
making into a port belonging to the 
enemy of the other ally, and con- 
cerning whofe voyage and the fpecies 
of goods on board her, there fhall be 
juft grounds of fufpicion, fhall be 
obliged to exhibit, as well upon the 
high feas, as in the ports and havens, 
not only her pafTports, but likewife 
certificates, exprefsly fhewing that 
her goods are not of the number of 
thofe which have been prohibited as 
contraband. 

Art. XV. If, by the exhibiting 
of the abovefaid certificates, the other 
party difcover there are any of thofe 
forts of goods which, are prohibited 
and declared contraband, and con- ' 
figned for a port under the obedience 
of his enemy, it fhall not be lawful 
to break up the hatches of fuch fhip, 
or to open any cheft, coffers, packs, 
cafks, or any other veflels found 
therein, or to rfcmove the fmalleft 
parcels of her goods, whether fuch 
fhip belongs to the fubjects of France, 
or the inhabitants of the faid, United 
Spates, unlefs the lading be brought 
on fhore, in the preience of the of- 
ficers of the Court of Admiralty, and 
an inventory thereof made, but there 
fhall be no allowance to fell, ex- 
change, or alienate the fame in any 
manner, until after due and lawful 
D 4 prccefs 
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.procefs mall have been had againft 
iuch prohibited goods, and the Court 
of Admiralty mall, by a fentence 
pronounced, have Coniifcated the 
lame ; faving always, as well the 
fhip nfelf, as any other goods found 
therein, which by this treaty are to 
be efteemed free ; neither may they 
be detained on pretence of their be- 
ing as it were infected by the prohi- 
bited goods, much lefs fhall they be 
coniifcated as lawful prize; but ii not 
the whole cargo, but only part there- 
of, fhall confift of prohibited or con- 
traband goods, and the commander 
cf the fhip fhall be ready and willing 
to deliver them to the captor who 
has difcovered them, in fuch cafe, the 
captor, having received thofe g»ods, 
ihall forthwith difcharge the fhip, and 
not hinder her by any means freely 
to profecute the voyage on which fhe 
was bound ;* but in cafe the Contra- 
band merchandize cannot be all re- 
ceived on board the vefTel of the cap- 
tor, then the captor may, notwith- 
ftanding the offer of delivering the 
contraband goods, carry the veflel 
into the neareft port, agreeable to 
what is above directed. 

Art. XVT. On the contrary, it 
is agreed, That whatever fhall be 
found to be laden by the fubjects and 
inhabitants of either party, or any 
fhip belonging to the enemies of each 
other, or to their fubjects, the whole, 
although it be not of the fort of pro- 
hibited goods, may be confifcated, 
in the fame manner as if it belonged 
to the enemy, except fuch goods and 
merchandize as were put on board 



the knowledge of ij:, fhall ao ways be 
liable to confiscation, but fhall well 
and truly be* reftored without delay- 
to the proprietors demanding the 
fame ; but fo as that, if the faid 
merchandize be contraband, it fhall 
not be any ways lawful to carry then* 
afterwards to any port belonging ta 
the enemy ; the two contracting par- 
ties agreeing, that the term of two 
months being paft after the declara- 
tion of war, their refpectiye fubjects, 
from whatever part pf $he world thejr 
come, fhall not plead the ignorance} 
mentioned in this article. 

Art. XVII. And that more effec- 
tual care may be taken for the fecu- 
nty of the fubjects and inhabitants 
of both parties, that they fuffer no 
injury by the men of war or priva- 
teers of the other party, all the com- 
manders pf the ihips of his Mofl 
phriftian Majefty and of the United 
States, and all their fubjects and in- 
habitants fhall be forbid doing any 
injury or damage to the other fide; 
and if any act to the contrary, they 
fhall be punifhed, and fhall moreover 
be bound to make fatisfaction for all 
matter of damage, and the intereft 
thereof, by ' reparation r under the 
pain and obligation of their perfon 
and goods. 

Art. XX. If any fhip belonging 
to either of the parties', their people 
or fubjects, within the coafts or do- 
minions of the other, flick upon the 
fands, or be wrecked, or fuffer any- 
other damages,, all friendly afliftance 
and relief fhall be given to the per- 
fons fhipwrecked, or fuch as fhall be - 



fuch fhip before the ■ declaration of in danger thereof, and letters of fafp 

conduS fhall likewife be given them* 
for their fw and quiet pafiage from! 
thence, and the return of every onq 
to his own country. 

Art. XXI. In cafe the fubjects 
and inhabitants of either party, with 
their fhipping, whether public and of 
war, or private and^of merchants, be 
forced through flrefs of weather, pur- 
fuit of pirates or enemies, or any ur- 
gent 



war, or were after fuch declaration, 
if fo be it were done withouuknow- 
ledge of fuch declaration ; fo that the 
goods of the fubjects and people of 
either party, whether they be of the 
nature of fuch as are prohibited or 
Otherwife, which, as is aforeiaid, were 
put on board any fhip belonging to 
the enemy before the . war, or after 
the declaration of the fame, without 
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■$enfc necefcty of feeking for fhelter or 
harbour, tojretreat and enter irKo any 
of the rivers, bays, roads, or ports 
belonging to the other party, they 
ihall be received, and treated with 
all humanity and kindnefs, and en- 
joy all friendly protection and help ; 
and they mall be permitted to refirem. 
and provide themfelves at reafbnable 
rates, with victuals, apd all things 
needful for the fuftenahce of their 
perfons, or reparation of their mips* 
and convenience of their voyage ; and 
they ihall no ways be detained, or 
hindered from returning out of thd 
faid ports or roads j but may remove 
and depart, wh«n and whither they 
pleafe, without any let or hindrance. 
Art. XXV. It ihall be lawful for 
all and Angular the fubjefts of the 
]Woft Chriftian King, a«d the citi- 
zens, people, and inhabitants of the 
faid United States, to fori with their 
jfhips with all manner of liberty and 
fecurity, no diftinftion being made 
who arc the proprietors ef the mer- 
chandize laden thereon, from any 
port, to the places of thofe who now 
are, or hereafter fhall be at enmity 
with the Moll Chriftian King or the 
United States. It fhall likewife be 
lawful for the fubjecls and inhabi- 
tants aforefaid, to fail with the fhips 
and merchandize afore-mentioned, 
and to trade with the fame liberty 
and fecurrty from the places, ports, 
and hayens of thofe who are the ene- 
mies of both or either party, without 
any. oppofition or difturbance what- 



although the whole laden, or any part 
thereof, mould appertain to the ene ■ 
mies of either, contraband goods be- 
ing ^always excepted : it is' alfo 
agreed, in like manner, that the 
fame liberty be .extended to perfons 
who are on board a free fhip, with 
this efFe&, that, although they he 
enemies to both or either party, they 
are not to be taken out*of that free 
mip, unlefs they are foldiers, and in* 
the a&ual fervice of the enemy. 

Art. XXVI. This liberty 6f na- 
vigation and commerce fhall extend 
to all kinds of merchandizes, ex- 
cepting thofe only which are diftin- 
guifhed by the name of contraband, 
and under this name of contraband 
or prohibited goods fhall be compre- 
hended, arms, great guns, bombs 
with their fufees, and other things 
belonging to them, cannon-ball, gun* 
powder, match, pikes, fwords, lances, 
fpears, halberts, mortars, petards,' 
grenadoes, falt-petre, mufkets, muf- 
ket-ball, bucklers, helmets, breaft- 
plates, coats of mail, .and the like 
kind of arms, proper for arming the 
foldiers, muflcet-refts, belts, horfes 
with their furniture, and all other 
warlike inftruments whatever. Thefc 
merchandizes which follow fhall not 
be reckoned among contraband or 
prohibited goods, that is to fay, all 
forts of cloths, and all other manu- 
factures woven of any wool, flax, filk, 
cotton, or any other materials what- 
ever ; all kinds of ♦wearing apparel, 
together with the fpecies whereof they 



foever, not only from the places of are ufed to be made, gold and filver, 



the enemy aforementioned, to neutral 
places, but alfo from oae place be- 
longing to an enemy to another place 
belonging to an enemy, whether they 
be under the jurifdiftion of the fame 
Prince, or under feveral : and' it is 
hereby ftipulated, that free fhips fhall 
alfo give a freedom to goods, and 
that every thing fhall be deemed 'to 
' be free and exempt which fhall be 
found on board the fhips belonging 
to the fubje&s of the confederates, 



as well coined as uncoined, tin> iron, 
latten, copper, brafs, coals, as alfo 
wheat and barley, and any other kind 
of corn and pulfe, tobacco, arid like- 
wife all manner of fpices, falted and 
fmoaked flefh, falted fifh, cheefe, and 
butter, beer, oils, wines, fugars, and 
all forts of falts, and in general all 
forts of provifions which {cxvc t for the 
nourifhment of mankind and the fuf- 
tenance of life ; furthermore, all 
kinds of cotton, hemp, flax, tar, 
Dd; pitch, 
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pitch, ropes, cables, fails, fail-cloths, 
anchors, and any parts of anchors, 
alio fhips mafb, plank boards and 
beams, of what trees foever, and all 
other things proper either for building 
and repairing /fhips, and all other 
goods whatfoever, which have not 
been worked into the form of any 
inftrument or thing prepared for war 
by land or fea, fhall not be reputed 
contraband, much lefs fuch as have 
been already wrought and made up 
for any overture ; all which mall be 
wholly reckoned among free goods, 
as likewife all other merchandize and 
things, which are not comprehended 
and particulary mentioned in the 
foregoing enumeration of contraband 
goods, fo that they may be tranf- 
ported and carried in the freeil man- 
ner, by the fubjecls of both confe- 
deracies, even to places belonging to 
an enemy, fuch towns or places being 
only excepted as are at that time be- 
fieged, blocked up, or invefted. 

Art. XXVII. To the end that all 
manner of diflentions and quarrels 
may be avoided and prevented, on 
one fide and the other, it is agreed, 
that in cafe either of the parties hereto 
fhould be engaged in war, the mips 
and veflels belonging to the fubje&s 
or people of the other ally muft be 
furniihed with fea letters or paflports, 
exprefling the name, property and 
bulk of the fhip, as alio the name 
and place of the habitation ef the 
ma iter, or commander of the faid 
fhip, that it may appear thereby that 
the fhip really and truly belongs to 
the fubjefts of one of the parties ; 
which pafTports fhalLbemadeout and 
granted according to the form an- 
nexed to this treaty. They fhall like- 
wife be recalled every year, that is, 
if the fhip happens to return home 
within the fpace-of a year, it is like- 
wife agreed, that fuch mips. being 
laden, are to be provided not only 
with paflports as above-mentioned, 
but alfo with certificates, containing 
the feveral particulars of the cargo, 



the place whence the fhip failed, and. 
whither fhe is bound, that fo it may 
be known whether any forbidden or 
contraband goods be on board of the 
fame ; which certificates fhall be made 
out by the officers of the place whence, 
the fhip fet fail, in the accuftomed 
forms ; and if any one fhall think it 
fit or advifeahle to exprefs in the faid 
certificates the perfon, to whom the 
goods on board belong, he may freely 
do fo. 

Art. XXIX. If the fhiDS of the 
faid fubjecls, people or inhabitants of 
either of the parties fhall be met with, 
either failing along the coafts, or on 
the high feas, by any fhips of war of 
the other, or by any privateers, the 
faid fhips, of var, or privateers, for 
the avoiding of any diforder, fhall re* 
main out of cannon fhot, and may 
fend their boats on board the mer- 
chant fhip which they fhall fo meet 
with, and may enter her to the num- 
ber of two or three only, to whom 
the mailer or commander of fuch fhip 
or vefTel fhall exhibit his paflport 
concerning the property of the fhip, 
made out according to the form in- 
ferted in this prefent treaty; and the 
fhip when fhe fhall have (hewed fuch 
paflport, fhall be free and at liberty 
to purfue her voyage, fo as it fhall 
not be lawful to moleft or fearch her 
in any manner, or to give her chace, 
or force her to quit her intended 
courfe. 
Form of the faffporu and lettert f 

which are to be given to the jbips 

and barques^ according to the zytb 

article of this treaty. 
. To All who fhall fee thefe Prefents, 
Greeting. 

It is hereby made known, that 
leave and permiulon has been given 
matter and commander of 
the fhip called of the town 

of burthen tons, or 

thereabout, lying at prefent in the 
ports and haven of and bound 

for .and laden with 

after that this fhip has been viiited, 

and 
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?xd before foiling he {hall make oath 
before the officers who hath the ju- 
rifdiclion of maritime affairs, that 
the faid fhip belongs to one or more 
of the fubje&s of the aft 

whereof (hall be put at the end of 
thefe prefents,. as likewife that he will 
keep, and caufe to be kept by his 
crew on board, the marine ordinance 
and regulations, and enter into the 
proper office a lift, figned and wit- 
netted, containing the names and 
firnames, the places of birth and 
abode of the crew of his fhip, and 
of all who fhall embark on board 
her, whom he (hall not take on 
board without the knowledge and , 
permiflion of the officers of the ma- 
rine; and in every port or haven 
where he fhall enter with his fhip, 
he fhall fhew this prefent leave to the 
officers and Judges of the marine, and 
fhall give a faithful account to them 
of what patted and was done 3uring 
his voyage; and he fhall carry the 
colours, armsandeufignsof the King, 
or United States, during his voyage. 
In witnefs whereof, we have figned 
thefe prefents, and put the feal of 
our arms thereunto, and caufed the 
fame to be counterfigned by at 

die day of Anno 

Domini 

Now therefore, to the end that the 
faid treaty may be well and faithfully 
performed and kept on the part and 
behalf of the United States, 

Refolved, That all Captains, Com- 
manders and other officers and fea- 
men belonging to any of the vcfTels 
of war of thefe United States, or 
any of them, or of any private armed 
veflel commiflioned by Congrefs, and 
all other the fubjecls of theft United 
States, do govern themfelves fir idly 
in all things according to the above 
recited articles, and that they do af- 
ford the fame aid and protection to 
the perfons, commerce and property 
of the fubjecls of his Moft Chriitian 
Majefty, as is due to the perfons, 



commerce and ^property of the inha- 
bitants of thefe United States. 

And further, It is recommend«£ 
to all the inhabitants of thefe 'States* 
to confider the fubjefts of his Mod 
Chriftian Majefly as their brethren 
and allies, and that they behave to- 
wards them with the friendfhip and 
attention due to the fubjecls of a 
great prince, who with the higheH 
magnanimity and wifdom, hath treat* 
ed with thefe United States on terms 
of perfect equality and mutual ad- 
vantages, thereby rendering himfelf 
the Protector, of the rights 
of mankind. . 

Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 



Copy of a letter fent by William 
Tryon to bis Excellency Governor 
Trumbull. 

New-York, April I j. 
Sir, ' 

Having been honoured with the 
King's commands to circulate the in- 
clofures to the people at large, I take 
the liberty to offer them to you for 
your candid confideration, and to 
recommend that through your means, 
the inhabitants within your province 
may be acquainted with the fame, as 
alfo the other provinces to the Eafl- 
ward. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient, 

William Tryon* 
Gov. Trumbull. 

His Excellency's Anfwer. 

Lebanon, April 23. 
Sir, 
Your letter of the 17th inftant, 
from New-York, is received with its 
inclofures, and the feveral fimilar 
packets of various addrefTes with 
which it was accompanied^ 

Proportions of peace are ufually 
made from the fupreme authority of 
one contending power to the fimilar 
authority of the other ; and tfie pre- 
fent is the firfl inilance within my re- 
collection 
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ttfleftion whea a vague*, half-blank, and real advantage than the m6ft /kit** - 

guine can expect from conquefh - 
I am, Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 

Jon. Trumbull* 
WillTryon, Efq. 

Friday laft 6 American Colonels, 
4 Majors, 1 5 Captains, 50 Subalterns, 
and 5 i private men, went from hence 
in two boats for Elizabeth-town Point* 
in order to be exchanged for the like 
number of Britim or Hefliaa foldiers 
now prifoners among the Americans. 
New-York, May 9. The following 
is a lift of the General Officers now 1 
ferving in the American army, with 
the order in which they rank, and 
the provinces to which they belong. / 
George Was h i ngtow, Com- 
mander in Chief, Virginia, 
His commiflion dated June 15, 177$* 
Major-generals. Charles Lee, his 
commiffion dated June 17, 1775 ; 
Philip Schuyler, New- York, June 19, 
1775 ; Ifrael Putnam, Connecticut ; 
William Heath, MafTachufetts ; Adam 
Stephens, Virginia, broke ; Benj. 
Lincoln, Maflachufetts-Bay ; Jofeph * 
Spencer, Connecticut ; John Sulli- 
van, New-Hampfhire; Nath. Green* 
Rhode-lfland; William Earl Stir- 
ling, New-Jerfey ; Thomas Mifflin, 
Pennfylvania ; Arthur Sinclair, Penn- 
fylvania; Horatio Gates, Virginia j 
Benedict Arnold, Connecticut ; Mar- 
quis le Fayette, France; Robert 
Howe, North-Carolina; Alexander 
M'Dougal, New-York; Baron de 
Call, Germany; Thomas Conway* 
France. 

Brigadiers. William Thompfon, 
Pennfylvania; John Nixon, MafTa- 
chufetts ; Samuel Parfons, Connec- 
ticut; James Clinton, New-York; 
Chriftopher Gadfden, South-Caro- 
lina ; William Manyfhell, ditto ; 
Laughlin M'Intofh, Georgia; Wil- 
liam Maxwell, New-Jerfey; Matthew 
Alexis, France; De Roctie Fernoy, 
ditto ; P. Home de Bou, ditto ; 
Henry Knox, artillery, Maffachufetts ; 

Francis 



and very indefinite draught of a Bill, 
once only read before one of the three 
bodies of the Legiflature of the na- 
tion, has ever been addreffed to the 
people at large of the oppofite power* 
as an overture of reconciliation. 

There w^s -a day when even this 
fiep, from our then acknowledged 
parent State, might have been ac- 
cepted with joy and gratitude ; but 
that day, Sir, is pail irrevocably. 
The repeated rejection of our fincere 
and fuffickntly humble petitions; the 
commencement of hoflilities, the in- 
humanity which has marked the pro- 
vocation of the war on your part, in 
its feveral flages, the infolence which 
difplays itfelf on every petty advan- 
tage, the cruelties which have been 
cxercifed en thofe unhappy men, 
whom the fortune of war has thrown 
into your hands. All thefe arc in- 
, fuperable bars to the very idea of 
concluding a peace with Great Bri- 
tain, on any other conditions, than 
the' moil abfolute perfect Indepen- 
dence. To the Congrefs of the 
United States of America, therefore, 
all propofals of this kind are to be 
addrefTed ; and you will give mc 
leave, Sir, to fay, that the prefent 
inode bears too much the marks of 
'an infidious defign, to disunite the 
people, and to lull us into a ftate of 
{juietude, and negligence of the ne- 
cefTary preparations for the approach- 
ing campaign. If this be the real 
4efign, it is fruitlefs. If peace be 
Really the object, let your propofals 
be addrefTed properly to the. proper 
power, and your negociations be ho- 
nourably conducted; we flull then 
have fome profpedt of (what is the 
imoft ardent wifh of every honeft 
American) a- lairing and honourable 
peace. , The Britifh nation may then, 
Jerhaps, find us as affectionate and 
Valuable friends as we now are de- 
termined and fatal enemies, and will 
derive from that friendfhip more folid 
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Fraacis.M'Nafh, ditto ; Enoch Poor, 
pfew-Hampfhire ; John Gloyer, Maf- 
^achufetts ; John Paterfon, ditto ; 
Anthony Wayne,. Pennfylvania ; 

iames Vernon, Rhode-Tfland ; Peter 
flulenberg, Virginia; George Wee- 
3on, ditto ; William Woodford, ditto ; 
Edward Hand, Pennfylvania ; Ebe- 
hezer ^earned, MafTachufetts ; Jedi- 
diah Huntington, Connecticut ; 
Pount Pulaflu, Poland ; r — r- §tark, 
New-Hamplhire. 



The following is a genuine extract 
of a letter from North-America to a 
perfon of fome confequence in Lon- 
don. After fpeaking in very bold 
terms of the K ... . . , the writer thus 
proceeds : —« « , ; r " This was all 
the duty we owed him, and all he 
had a rigty Jp require. Our own 
mutual obligations, as his fubjecls* 
were to live jn brotherly affe&ion, 
and in all our proceedings to main- 
tain an unDlemilhed reputation for 
fntegrity and public virtue. This 
aiFeSion wp happily enjoyed, and this 
reputation we immutably preferved, 
jtill your pompous legiflative autho- 
rity, miftaking caprice for law, de- 
prived us of our felicity, and entailed 
everlafting ignominy on yourfelves. 
This capricioufsnefs of conduct pro- 
ceeded from a jealoufy ©f power, 
that meanly envied our happinefs. 

"I tola yo\§, from the very be- 
ginning of this unhappy difpute, 
that we would never fuffer ourselves 
to be enflaved. Had your laws ceafed 
to have been oppreflive, we fhould 
have ceafed to oppofe them : but no : 
If thefe haughty people, faid your 
much haughtier Minifter, have too 
much indulgence, they will become, 
in procefs of years, ungovernable 
and rebellious. This was the lan- 
guage of a petty tyrant, whom all 
Europe mult defpife. 

*' To whom, tell me, fhould a 
ft-ee-born fubjeft crouch? There is 
lip prerogative in nature, except that 
<if chartered right, to which an in- 



dividual owes refpecl. Can tyranny 
enfure obedience like that mild, 
pure mode of governing, which eftab- 
lifhes in the heart its dominion, by ' 
noble and generous afts. 

" The free natives of America are 
not what they have been ignorantly 
pronounced. If they have been di£ 
affected, their difaffedtion was the rc- 
fult of the molt barbarous oppreffiottp 
cxercifed by a fet of men, whofe ex- 
ceffivewickednefsand ignorance every 
honefl: man mult execrate." 

London, June 2C. The Atalanta 
Jloop of war. is arrived exprefs front 
Penfacola.. She was difpatched oa 
the 12th of April, by Mr. Chefter, 
Governor of Weft-Florida, with the 
following very difagreeable intelli- 
gence :— ThatBrigadier-general Mor-, 
gan, with an army of three thoufand 
men, had been fent by Congrefs from 
Fort Pitt, on the Ohio river, early 
in the fpring, down that river to the 
Mifllfippi, upon an expedition againft 
the colony of Weft-Florida ; that he 
had detached an advanced party, un- 
der Lieutenant-colonel Willing, to 
the Britifh fettlement at the Natches; 
(the-moft confiderable fettlement_ in 
the province of Well-Florida) and he 
had feized the negroes, deflroyed 
the plantations, and made prifoner* 
of all the fettlers, who refufed to take 
an oath of allegiance to the United 
States of North-America ; that above 
two hundred of thefe negroes were 
fent to, and fold at New Orleans ; 
that the Spanifh Governor, and in- 
habitants of that colony, had afforded v 
the Americans every degree of facili- 
tation and afliftance in their power, 
in batteaus, provifions, &c. and great 
numbers of the inhabitants had joined 
the American army. 

The whole of the Britifh force at 
Penfacola, did not exceed 560 men^ 
rank and file. Lieutenant-colonel 
Steel, who commanded there, whea 
the Atalanta failed, was conftru&ing 
a redoubt before the faliant angle of 
thefcrt; (which was only a ftockad- 

cd» 
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c<J, or picketed fortification) but there 
was not tlje fmalleft hope of his mak- 
ing a long, or fuccefsful defence, as 
General Morgan had an excellent 
train of brafs fix and twelve-poun- 
ders, mortars, howitzers, &c. 

London* June 26. In March laft a 
Spanifh regifter fhip from the Havan- 
xtah, arrived at Charles-town, in 
South-Carolina, with nine hundred 
jhoufand dollars ; for which flie took 
Congrefs bills. There are two Spa- 
in Ih agents refident at Charles-town ; 
who ad alfo as merchants. On the 
fecond of April, there were two hun- 
dred and fourteen veflels at Charles- 
town ; and from five to ten {ail, ar- 
rive and fail as often as winds per- 
mit. 



Extracl of a letter from Brefi y May j $ , 
4( The 22 men of war, and the 14 
frigates of 32 guns, fitted out in this 
port, are almoft all in the road. Moft 
of the mips are of 'jx guns, and three 
are of 80. We are befides equipping 
three more {hips of the line, of 74 
'guns, to join thofe already in the 
road. What we can learn for certain 
concerning this fleet is, that it will 
he commanded by Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Count d'Orviljiers, who is to have 
under him the Duke de Chartres and 
the Count DuchafFauIt, both Lieu- 
tenants-general." 

Linden, June 2. A few days ago 
the Alert cutter was ordered to look 
into Breft. But flic had not £ot be- 
yond the Black Rocks, before a 
French man of war came out, and 
fired no lefs than fourteen Jhot into 
her.; but the Alert being 'a moft ex- 
ceeding fwift failer, got off, and ar- 
rived at Plymouth lalt Saturday with 
this intelligence. 

A correfpondent at Portfmonth 
writes, that the navy of Great Bri- 
tain were never in fo rotten, foul, 
and weak condition ; the flaps in 
commiflion not half manned, &c f as 
at prefent. He fays, no nation w» 



ever fo impofed upon as this is. Im- 
menfe fums have been expended, and 
nobody knows how ; {jtores of all 
forts are wanting; mails, fails, 
cordage, &c. there is an equal want 
of fmall {lores of every kind. 
Extraft of a Utter from Portfmoutfr, 
May 30. 
" The Cumberland, Elizabeth, 
and Berwick, of 74 guns each, not 
having men, and not being ready or 
fit for fea, remain at Spithead. 

" What is become of the great 
fleet Lord Sandwich boafted of? when 
after fix months preparation, he can- 
not produce more than 30 fail of the 
line, Inftead of the 42 he pretended 
were ready for fea above fix months 
ago." 
Ex/ra3 of a letter from Portfrnoutb, 

June l • 
1 " On Saturday Admiral Keppel, 
with his divifion, fell down to St. 
Helen's, where he remains. Yefter- 
day an embargo was laid on all fliip- 
ping, fo Uriel, that they do not even 
-let the fmall market boats pafs be- 
tween this and the ifland." 

This embargo was general upon 
a!l the ports. The reafon of it was 
to get failors to man the fleet. No 
fuch circumftance happened during 
the whole of the laft war. Admiral 
Kcppel's fleet had been {tripped of 
both ilores and men to equip another 
fleet, the command of which was 
given to Admiral Byron, and deflined 
to North- America. The embargo 
lafted almoft a fortnight. 

On the zoth of May Admiral By- 
ron and Admiral Hyde Parker failed 
from'Portfmouth with the following 
fhips ; 



90 Princefs Royal, 
74 Royal (^ak, 

Invincible, 

Bedford, 

Cornwall, 

Conqueror, 



74 Culloden, 
Fame, 
Grafton, 
Ruffel, 
Sultan, 
Albion. 



But the Minifters not knowing 
whether Count d'Ellaing's fquadron 



was 
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<fras deftitici to the Baft-Indies, the 74 Courageux, 
"Weft-Indies, or North-America, fent ~ 

an eiprefs to ftop his final failing till 
. .further orders. 

London* June 6. Yefterda? morn- 
ing Captain Sutton; of the Proffer- 
pine, arrived at the Admiralty, ex- 
prefs with an account, that the French 
•fleet from Toulon were not only got 
-out of the Mediterranean, but that 
he had (ailed ninety leagues with 
them in the Atlantic,. and that he left 
them in lat. 34. and long. 7. 

The Minifters were relieved from 
their doubts by this information. 
They determined to fend Admiral 
Byron to North America; at the 
fame time to give him the command 
, on that ftation, by fending with him 
that leave to return home which Lotfd 
- Howe had deftred: 

Plymouth > June 9. This morning 
. failed Admiral Byron with his fqua- 
dron,- for North- America. A I fo Ad- 
miral Montagu in the Europa; with 
the trade for Newfoundland. 

London, June 1 1 J Admiral JCeppel 
continues at St. Helen's. It is given 
cut that he is flopped, failing by or- 
ders ; but the fact is, he cannot fail 
for want of ftores, 

Portfmoutb, June 12. After drain- 
ing every nerve to equip the fleet, 
Admiral fceppel failed this day. His 
Orders are to cruize off Ufhant, and 
ivhen he returns to come to St. He- 
len's. We are informed the French 



I 64 Stirling Cattle, 
.Ramillies, | Bienfaifant. 

The Shrewfbury (of 74) went with 
the fleet from Portsmouth, but the 
crew being very fickly, fhe was left 
at Plymouth. . 

A fleet of trartfports, With the 
ftores, /. e. gunpowder, artillery, 
mottars, &c. the Manchefter regi- 
mcrit, Governor Boyd, arid the young 
Earl of Chatham, &c. failed at the 
fame time for Gibraltar. Admiral 
Keppel will fee them fafe paft Breft. 

Extras of a letter from Port/mouth, 
May 24. 

" Yefterday the Ruby irian of war, 
C&ptain Dean, and the Boyne ditto, 
Captain Sawyer, of 74 guns each r 
with about 80 fail of Weft-Indiamen, 
under their conVoy, dropped down 
to St. Helen's, and will fail to- 
morrow." 

Lond$n 9 May 27; Nothirig can be 
equal to the mifmariagement and 
fhameful negleft which, at prefent; 
prevails in the feveral departments of 
State, but particularly in all naval 
matters, a ftriking inftance of which. 

is the following:- »A confider- 

able part of the Weft-India fleet, 
loaded with ftores and provifions of 
various kinds, abfolutely neceffary to 
the prefervation of our fugar iflands, 
have been at Portfmouth Waiting for 
convoy for upwards of three months, 



we nave at preient no 
other. The following is a lift 6f Ad- 
miral Keppel's fleet : 



*nd the whole of that fleet, confifting 
fleet at Breft are twenty-^one fail of of eighty fail of (hips, have a&ually 
the line, and no more; it is the in- been ready and waiting at P'ortfmouth 
formation from the Board of Admi* thefe five weeks paft, and yet, al- 
ralty, and we have at prefent no % though the winds have been perfectly 
" "" * " --■---* f a i r fuicc the 19th, they did not fall 

till yefterday, owing to the Ruby 
and Boyne men of war, their convoy, 
not being ready. 
To the Right HonourahU the Lords 

efthe Admiralty. 
An Address from the Merchants 
and Masters of Ships , <who are 
waiting for a convoy at Portfmouth. 

My Lords, 
We the merchants and mailers of 
£ e fhips, 



Gs. 

100 Victory* 


Gs. 

74 tTeftOr, 


90 Queen, 


Monarch, 


Ocean, 


Berwick, 


Sandwich, 


Elizabeth, 


Prin \ George, 


Cumberland, 


So Foudroyant, 


Rvbuft, 


74 Egmont, 
Valiant, 


64 Exeter, 


America, 
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fhips, whofe names are hereunto fub- 
fenbed, take this public method of 
informing your Lordfhips, that pur- 
fuant to your Lordfhips Orders, there 
was a convoy appointed to fail with 
the Weft-India fleet the 10th of laft 
April, which was advertifed for a 
confiderable time before in the news- 
papers ; in confequence of which we 
freighted our mips, and fent them to 
Portfmouth, and were in readinefs to 
fail the day appointed ; moft of us 
have been waiting here fince laft Fe- 
bruary, which has been attended 
with a great lofs and vaft expence, 
and notwithftanding our repeated re- 
xnonftrances to your Lordfhips, you 
Have fuffered us to remain here ever 
fince, and have been deaf to our en- 
treaties ; and though this is now the 
1 8th of May, we cannot yet learn or 
underftand when the convoy will fail ; 
is not this mameful ufage, my Lordi, 
thus to deceive the public in general? 
There are 200 mips loaded with pro- 
vifions, and other commodities, for 
the Weft-Indies, waiting at Spithead 
thefe three months pall ; the expence 
©f thofe mips, from the neareft cal- 
culation we have made, upon an ave- 
rage, amounts to 150I. monthly, fo 
that the expence of the whole Weft-In- 
dia fleet fince laft February, amounts 
to the enormous fum of 90,0001, 

How can the nation thrive, when 
the principal fupporters thereof are 
daily opprefled and imp^verifhing? 
We cannot but exprefs our indigna- 
tion at the conduct of thofe wicked 
men, who have reduced us to- this 
grievous and lamentable fituation, 
who have involved us into labyrinths 
of difficulties, plunged the nation 
into a moft unnatural and fatal war 
of thickeft foes ; who have imbrued 
their hands, in the effufion of their 
country's blood, and thereby ex- 
haufted fo much treafure, and have 
caufed fuch crouds of numerous and 
powerful enemies to traverfe the feas, 
ready and prepared to attack and in- 
tercept uj, whofe refeuuneiu *nd 
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ftrength we have faJly experienced 

thefe few years paft, by the lofs of 
lives and property ; and what is ftill 
more lamentable and aggravating, 
that we are not ' at this time allowed 
a protection from thofe juftjy enraged 
enemies they have rifen up againft us, 
but are forced to remain at Spithead* 
with our cargoes wafting and decay- 
ing, and the expences thereof fwal- 
lowing up the principal; fuch di- 
ftrefles will occafion men of credit 
and property to turn bankrupts, and 
may be the inevitable ruin of them 
and their families ever after. " Sure 
there is fome chofen curfe, fome hid- - 
den thunder in the ftores of Heaven, 
red with uncommon wrath, to blaft 
„ thofe men, who owe their greatneft 
to their country's ruin S" who have 
tarnifhed the ( luftre of his Majefty's 
crown by their evil councils, have 
depopulated his empire, wafted the 
public treafures, funk the public cre- 
dit, have ftagnated trade, and greatly 
impaired the commerce ,of his king* 
doms, difgraced his Majefty's arms, 
weakened his naval power, the pride 
of the nation, and have fufFered an 
. union to take place between their for- 
mer fubjecls and the ancient rivals of 

- Great-Britain. — England, we fear, 
. will (hortly fhare the fate of Rome. 

My Lords, you are fenfible of the 
calamitous and defperate fituation we 
are in ; how the enormouily growing 
expences of our fhips and cargoes 
will be our inevitable ruin, if we re- 
main here much longer; or mould 
we fail without a convoy, we may be- 
come preys to our ravenous enemies, 

- and then our miferies will indeed be 
compleated. Our diftreffes are truly 
grievous ; we therefore repofe our ul- 
timate hopes and confidence in your 
Lordfhips, that you will order a con- 
voy to fail immediately. 

We are, my Lords, with due re- 
.fpeft, your Lordfhips dutiful, and 
moft humble fervants, 
Jofeph Wall, I George Forbes, 
Abr. Crofthwait, J George Smith, 

Michael 
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Mich. Plunkett, 
Robert Gorden, 
Banks Moreton, 
Henry Gore, 
William White, 
Mich. Murphy, 
Marlbo. Grace, 
'Nath. Clements, 
Bern. Crawford, 
John Cannon, 
Thomas Smith, 
Thomas Reilly, 
Richard Lee, 
Henry Ennis, 
Matth, Howard, 
Will. Williams, 
'John Reilly, 
-Francis Hill, 
Henry Martin, 
Thomas Watfon, 
Thomas Brown, 
Port/mouth, May 18, 1 778 



Extra 8 of a letter from Port/mouth, 
May 13. 
" Arrived juft now the Grampus 
man of war, from Rhode-Ifland, hav- 
ing brought home General Burgoyne, 
who is juft landed. His army is ftill 
detained by the Americans." 

* London, May 1 4* Laft night while 

■his Majefty was at the Theatre-royal 
in Drury-lane, advice was brought 
him of the arrival of General Bur- 

: goyne that day at Portfmouth. Ge- 
neral Burgoyne left Rhode-Ifland the 
20th ult. 

The purpofe of the General's ar- 
rival is faid to be to eftabliftv his cha- 
racter. General Burgoyne wrote a 
letter to t the Congrefs, and another 
to General Wafhington, defiling per- 
miflion to go to England on his pa- 
role, as he feared his character might 
fatter by mifreprefentation, if he was 
not prefent to juftify his conduct, 
which requeft was immediately com- 

- plied with. 

Lindon, May 1 5 . Yefterday morn- 
ing General Burgoyne immediately 
waite4 on Lord George Qexmajti, at 
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William Jones, his houfe in Pall-mall, with whom he 
Farrell White, had a long conference, 
Henry Right, London, May 1 6. The King has 

Nath. Watfon, not feen General Burgoyne ; and it 
G. Lovefport, has been fignified to him, his -pre- 
William Flinn, fence at Court would be difpenfed 
Robert White, with. 

George Gorden, London, July 2. This day Sir Wil- 

Marks Gore, liam Howe arrived in town from Phi- 

Robert Neill, ladelphia. He came in the Andro- 

Andrew Molloy, meda. He waited upon Lord George 
Will. Thomas, Germain next day, and the day fol- 
Nich. Brangan, lowing upon the King. 
Tho. Sheridan, The packet that failed for Ame- 

Will. Hawthorn, rica in February laft, carried General 
John Mafon, Howe's leave to come home. That 

Will. Carr, packet arrived at New-York about 

Walt. Goodman, the beginning of April, 
Henry Graham, His prefence here will, no doubt, 

Nath. Keightley, put a ftop to the infamous abufe, 
which the hirelings of Adminiftration 
have, t for two years and upwards, 
been unceafingly circulating againfl 
him. There never was an inftance 
in the Englifh hiftory, in which of- 
ficers, in their abfence, have been fo 
villainoufly traduced, flandered, and 
falfiiied, by the writers for Govern- 
ment, as the two Howes, General 
Burgoyne, and General Carleton, 
Thefe brave officers, whofe characters 
were unimpeached, till a, took 

the lead, were called upon by an ad- 
miniftration, whofe ignorance and 
imbecility is without parallel; to per- 
form impojjibilities. Without any ge- 
neral plan or pervading fyftem in the 
outline of their orders, each officer 
was left to himfelf ; there was no per- 
fec"tion in any feparate defign, no 
connexion between the component 
parts, no information^ no ideas found- 
ed in truth ; no general plan of ope* 
ration ;— how could fuch a conduct 
produce fuccefs ? If fuccefs, as a mi- 
racle, ihould happen, then, it was to 
be afcribed to the merit and wifdom 
of the Minifter ; but if defeat mould 
happen, . then the difgrace' and cen- 
fure were to be the lot of the officers. 
If any man of reflection were to afk 
this queftion, Why has the Minifter 
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«&ed in this manner ? he might be an- 
fwered by another question, which ia, 
If all the Britifh Ministers had been ill 
the pay of France, during the laft two 
years, could they have ferved that, 
power more effectually than they have 
done ? Yet, to the utter aftonifhment of 
all men of common fenfe, to the abfo- 
lute incomprehension of this country, 
his MajeSty, who affects to know and 
understand his own, and the nation's 
affairs, continues either blindly, or 
obstinately, attached to thefe very 
Ministers, who have loft America, and 
fiirnifh but too good reafon for fuf- 
picion, that they will loSe England or 
Ireland. Such are the miferable ef- 
fects of governing, or imagining to 
govern, by an Administration who are 
all obedience in the clofet ; and who, 
being only third and fourth rate men, 
are, for the emoluments of office, 
content to be the tools of a fecret, 
confidential junto, conSiSting of cer- 
tain low men, as despicable in under- 
Handing as depraved in principle ; 
and who, by not being refponfible for 
the meafures they direct, are de{- 
perate, abandoned, and indifferent 
to all confequences. Thefe creaturts, 
or rather upftarts> are the authors of 
the public misfortunes. Nor is there 
fafety or juftice for any man, while 
the Spies and emiSTaries of Lord Bute 
and Lord Mansfield are fuffered to be 
about the King. 

London j July 1 6. Notwithstanding 
the paragraphs repeatedly inferted in 
the papers, abufing Sir William 
Howe, and aflertihg that he was re- 
called from the command of the army 
for not acting with more vigour againft 
the enemy, we can aSTure the public, 
that Sir William Howe came home in 
confequence of leave obtained from 
his MajeSty ; that the reafon why he 
chofe to give up the command, was 
his not being fupplied with proper 
force, 

£xtra& of * letter from Philadelphia, 
dpril 5, 1778. 

« From the Sentiments con- 
tained in your letter of what we have 
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been doing here, I can Cfuefs at thp$ 
of others at home; but, depend 
upon it, every reflection againSfc Sir 
William Howe's conduct, as well 
as General Burgoyne's, this laft 
campaign is unjuft and undeferved. 
They did as much as could be done. 
people at home take upon them to 
judge and give their opinions, with- 
out considering the many disadvan- 
tages that muft attend an army acting 
iri this country, where ev^ry perfoft. 
is our enemy. Had we been acting ifc 
a neutral country, where the inhabi- 
tants would have affifted either party, 
I would have pawned my life if the 
conteft had not been fettled long ago 
in our favour ; but here, even at Phi- 
ladelphia, the difficulty we find ifc 
getting carriages and horfes prevents 
our advancing quickly, as we are o- 
bliged to carry every thing from our 
Shipping, no kind of aSEStance being 
to be had in the country. The vatt 
distance that any reinforcement muft 
come, and that always very fmall, 
muft undoubtedly prevent any Com- 
mander in Chief, who acts with pru- 
dence, and confults the good of thofe 
under his command, from acting with 
that vigour which fanguine people 
expect, who do not forefee the dan- 
gerous confequences that would at- 
tend fuch meafures. 

«« _ Every perfon in this army 
is, I believe, fully fenfible of the 
propriety of Sir William Howe's con- 
duct, and that is the Strongest proof 
of it, as it is only people who are on 
the fpot, and know every circum- 
stance, that can be judges of it. — As 
to aiiy blame being thrown upon him 
with regard to General Burgoyne, it 
is undeferved, as both of them had 
orders from home for their line of 
conduct, from which they could not 
deviate." 

Philadelphia % - May 23. On Mon- 
day laft, tie army, anxious to give 
Sir William Howe the moft public 
and fplendid testimony of the high 
cSteeaa they entertain of him as a 
General, 
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^General, and of the affeclion and at- liam. 
tachment which his popular cenduft 
had fecured to him from all ranks, 
both of officers and men, prepared a 
magnificent entertainment to grace 
Jiis departure ; it confided of a va- 
riety of para, and was therefore call- 
ed the Mischianza. The admif- 
fion tickets vtfere decorated with a fun 
juft verging towards the horizon, 
with this intcriptaon, L*cee defcendens 
eu3o fflendere refurgam. On the 
lower part of the ihield was the fea, 
at top the General's crert, with the 
words wive vale ; and at the bottom 
and a>I round different military tro- 
phies. The Fete began at four 



Two fcphasy in form pf aair 
phi theatres, formed the advanced 
wings of one of thefe arches : on thefe 
the ladies took their places, advanc- 
ing to them through the center of the 
fqaare. On the lowed Heat of each 
were feven young ladies drefle d in the 
Afiatic habits, and wearing the dif r 
ferent colours of the knights, who> 
chofe them for their damfels; here 
the touraament commenced, whea 
the elegance and richnefs of the dif r 
ferent drefles of the Knights and 
Efquires, their horfes trappings and 
caparifons, thetafte difplayedin their 
mottos and devices, the various evo- 
lutions and feats of arms they per- 



o'clock in the afternoon, by a grand formed, exhibited altogether a ipec- 
proceffion on the river, confining of tacle as new, as it furpailed the moft 



three divifionsr— a galley and ten fiat 
boats in each divifion : in the center 
divifion was the Huflar galley, with 
the General, the. Admiral, General 
Sir Henry Clinton, and the Ladies 
of their party : three flat boats, with 
bands of muiic in each, led the pro- 
ceffion. 

They fet out from Knight's wharf, 
at a fignal from the Vigilant, and 



fanguine expectations of the behold- 
ers. As foon as the tournament end- 
ed, the Knights and Efquires, two 
and two, moved through the firfl: 
triumphal arch, which was decorated 
with naval ornaments— At the top 
was the itatue of Neptune with hi* 
trident— in the interior were the at- 
tributes of that God— ^and in a niche 
on each fide flood a failor with his 



proceeded till they arrived off the fword drawn ; on the two wings were 

market* place, where the Fanny arm- plumes of feathers with this lnfcrip- 

ed fhip was drawn off into the ftream, tion on the entablature— Laus Mi de- 

and beautifully decorated with a va- petur, et a me gratia major. An ave- 

riety of Colours. Here they lay on nue of 300 yards in length and 35 in 

their oars while the mufic played breadth, lined with troops, and de- 

f* God fave the King." They then corated with the colours of the difre- 

proceededto the Old Fort, where a rent regiments, planted at proper 

landing place was prepared, and as diftances, led to the fecond triumphal 

foon as the General landed, he was arch : between thefe colours the 



fainted with 19 guns from the Roe- 
buck, and the'fame number from the 
Vigilant. The company as they 
quitted the boats, formed themfelyes 
into a line of proceffion, and advanced 
between two files of grenadiers till 
they came to a fquare of 400 yards 
on every fide, railed inland prepared 
for the tournament. In front of the 
fquare was Sir Harry Colder'* houfe 
appearing through two triumphal 
arches, erected, one in honour of 
Lard Howe, the other of Sir Wil- 



Knights.with their attendants, ranged 
themfelves, and the company, pre- 
ceded by all the muiic of the army, 
advanced in proceffion. They were 
led into the houfe through the fecond 
arch, ere&ed in honour of the Ge- 
neral ; this arch was of the Tuican 
order^-on the pediment was Fame 
with her trumpet — in the interior 
was* a plume of feathers, and military 
trophies, and on the entablature — / 
bone,, quote virtus vecat tua, I pede, 
faufto. The houfe within fide was 

painted 
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painted b a light elegant ftile with 
fcftoons and feveral emblematical 
figures; mirrors, girandoles and chan- 
deliers, decorated with wreaths of dif- 
ferent coloured gauze, adorned the 
walls. The company were enter- 
tained with tea and refrefhments, 
and then danced till ■ half after ten 
o'clock, the windows being then fud- 
denjy thrown open, a grand and 
beautiful difplay of fire-works was 
exhibited. 

Towards the conclusion the tri- 
umphal arch next the houfe appeared 
magnificently illuminated, and Fame 
blew from her trumpet, in letters of 
light, «' Thy laurels Jball never 
fadeJ* - 

After the fire-works the company 
fat down to a fupper confifting of a 
thoufand and twenty-four dimes, in 
a magnificent apartment built for the 
cccafion, decorated in the fame -ftile 
and elegance as the rooms in the 
houfe ; the herald of the blended ro/e, 
in his robes of ceremony, announced 
by found of tram pet the King's 
lieal th; the Queen and Royal Fa- 
mily ; the army and navy, and their 
refpeftive Commanders ; the ladies. 
A falute of mufic and three cheers 
graced each of thefe toafts. After 
fupper the company returned to the 
balL-room, and at four o'clock they 
all withdrew. 



fiy order of his Excellency Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, K. B. General and 
Commander in Chief, &c. &c . &c. 
PROCLAMATION. 
"Whereas many inconveniences have 
arifen, and great injuilice done to the 
inhabitants of this city, &c. by dray- 
men and porters in declining their 
fervices when required, and the exor- 
bitant prices they demand for their 
fervices : for preventing fuch abufe» 
for the future, I do, by virtue of the 
. order aforefaid, in concurrence with 
the magiftrates of the police, hereby 
ordain and declare, That no perfon 
or perfons, from and aft#r the publi- 



cation hereof, mail follow the employ 
or bufinefs of a drayman or porter 
within the city of Philadelphia, with- 
out firft making application to the 
magiftrates of the police, and having 
-his or their name or names regiftered, 
-and.caufed his or their carriage or 
dray* intended to be ufedin faid bu- 
finefs to be numbered, and obtaining 
a licence from the' faid police, under 
the penalty of five millings for every 
day he mail fo follow faid bufinefs. 
And it h hereby further ordained. 
That every drayman or porter, fol- 
lowing the bufinefs aforefaid, within 
the faid city and its fuburbs, mall 
number or caufe to be numbered 
their refpeclive carriages, on the out* 
fide of one of the fhafts, with the 
figure or number as fhall be mention- 
ed in his or their licence, in large 
figures not lefs than two inches in 
length, of durable tin or copper, and 
every drayman or porter who {hall 
follow the faid bufinefs with any dray 
or carriage not numbered as afore- 
faid, or when numbered, fhall no- 
gleft to keep them plain and vifible ? 
fhall forfeit and pay five millings for 
every day he fhall ufe or employ fucji 
carriage riot marked and numbered 
as aforefaid : and if any porter or 
drayman, not in actual fervice, fhall 
refufe or negleft to work when-called 
on at feafonable hours, by any mer- 
chant or other perfon whatfbever, he 
fhall forfeit and pay the fum of five 
millings for every fjich offence. 

And I do farther, by the order and 
in concurrence with the magiftrates 
aforefaid, ordain and declare, that 
the rates of porterage of goods, ware» 
and merchandize within the faid city, 
&c. fhall be as follows : 
For loading, hauling/ unloading, 
and ftoring — 

One pipe of wine, feven millings 
and fixpence; and fix (hillings per 
pipe for any larger quantity. 

One quarter cafe of wine, two 
millings and fixpence ; and eighteen- 
pence per calk for any larger quantity* 
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One MJgfliead of mm or molafles 
five (hillings; and four fhillings per 
hogfhead for any larger quantity. 

Sugar and tobacco in hogfheads, 
weighing from eight to ten hundred 
weight, four fhillings per hogfhead ; 
and- if weighing more than ten hun- 
dred, fix fhillings per hogfhead. 

Barrels of beef, pork, gammons, 
beer, cyder, pitch, tar, turpentine, 
oil, fngar, coffee, bread, flour, or 
any other barrels, weighing from one 
hundred three quarters to two hun- 
dred two quarters, one barrel fifteen- 
pence ; and one fhilling per barrel 
for any larger quantity. 

Tierces of rice, flax-feed, &c, one 
tierce two fhillings ; and eighteen - 
pence per tierce for any larger quan- 
tity. 

Boxes of foap, candles, chocolate, 
bags of coffee, piemento, ginger, 
cocoa, or any other boxes, bags or 
packages, not more than one hundred 
weight each, one box or bag, nine- 
pence ; and fixpence per bag or box 
for any larger quantity. 

Pig and bar iron, feven fhillings 
-and ftxpence per ton. 

Tea, three fhillings and nine pence 
a fingle cheft ; and three ''fhillings 
per cheft for any larger quantity. 

Anchors, from four to eight hun- 
dred weight, five fhillings each ; and 
from eight to twelve hundred weight 
each, ten fhillings. 

Cordage, at the rate of fixpence 
per hundred weight. 

Mill-flones, ten fhillings each, 

European and all other, goods not 
before rated, five fhillings per load, 
which fhall be as much as can be 
conveniently put on a dray, not ex- 
■ ceeding ten hundred weight ; 'and 
when there is not a whole load, the 
porterage as near as may be to the 
rates of other goods. 

And if any drayman or porter fhall 
demand mere for his fervice or la- 
bour than is fixed in the rates afore- 
fai<3, he 0iall forfeit and pay Eve 
Shillings for every fuch offence. 



And the feveral fines, herein be- 
fore* mentioned, fhall be recovered in 
a fummary way, before any one of 
the magiftrate* of the police, and ap- 
plied towards the fuppdrt of the poor 
of faid city. 

Given under my hand at Phila- 
delphia, this 13th day of February, 
in the eighteenth year of his^Ma- 
jefly's reign. 

Jos. Galloway, 
Superintendant-general. 

Pennjylvania, fs. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

By the Supreme Executive Council of 
the Commonwealth of Ptnnfyl<uania. 
Whereas the following named per- 
fons, late and heretofore inhabitants 
of this States — That is to fay — Enoch 
Story, late merchant; Samuel Gar- 
rigues, the elder, late Clerk of the 
market and trader; James Stevenfon, 
late baker; Abraham Carlilt, houfe- 
carpenter ; Peter Defhong, miller ; 
Alexander Banram, trader ; Chris- 
tian Hook, attorney at law; Peter 
Miller, fcrivener ; Lodowick Kerker, 
butcher ; Philip Marchinton, trader j 
Edward Hanlon, cooper and vintner; 
Alfred Clifton, gent, and Arthur 
Thomas, breeches-maker; all now, 
or late of the city of Philadelphia : 
and/ Thomas Livezley, late of the 
townfhip of Roxboroueh, miller; 
John Roberts, late of the townfhip 
of Lower Merion, miller; Robert 
Iredale, the younger, and Thomas 
Iredale, both late of the townfhip of 
Horfham, labourers ; Jofhua Knight, 
late of the townfhip of Abingdon, 
blackfmith; John Knight, tannery 
Ifaac Knight, hufbandman ; Albin- 
fon Walton, lat$ of tihe townfhip of 
Biberry, hufbandman ; John Smith, 
late guager of the port of Philadel* 
phia; and H. Hugh Fergufon, Com* 
miffary of prifoners for General 
Howe, all late of the county of Phi* 
ladelphia: and Samuel Biles, Efquirc, 
late Sheriff of the county of Bucks j 
Walter Willet, late of the townfhip 

of 
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*f Southampton, tuibandman ; Ri- and fbrvtftinff tik&r eftatts in this* 

chard Hovenden, late of the -fawn- Commonwealth; and for more ef- 

ihip of Newtown, trader; and Wil* feclually difcovering the fame, and 

liam Moland, late of the townihipof i«r ascertaining and fatisfying the 

Warminfter, hufbandman ; all late of lawful debts and claims thereupon,*" 



the county Bucks} and Henry Skyles, 
Thomas Bulla, and David Dawfon, 
hufbandmen; Jacob James, late 6f 
the townfhip of Gofhen, innkeeper ; 
Jofeph Thomas, (heretofore Sub- 
flrtriff) yeoman ; Nathaniel Vernon, 
junior, labourer; and John Swhan- 
wick, late of the cuftom-houfe, Phi- 
ladelphia ; all late of the county of 
Chefter ; and John Rankin, and Evan 
Griffith, hufbandmen ; William Love, 
late of the townihip of York ; John 
Wilfon, late of the townmip of Hun- 
tingdon ; and James Brakin, late of 
the townihip of Tyrone ; all late of 
-the county of York: and William 
Thomas, James Pugh, Samuel Ko- 
iter, John Kofter, Jofhua Thomas, 
Hugh Pugh, and Jofeph Sutton, huf- 
bandmen ; John Holder, miller ; 
Henry Ofwalt* houfe-carpenter ; Ja- 
cob Holder and George Holder, la- 
bourers; and Owen Roberts &w- 

* mill-man ; all late of the county of 
Northampton : and Michael Witman, 
innkeeper; Matthew M'Hugh, of 
Lebannon, innkeeper ; George Retne, 
of Earle townfhip, miller ; John 
Reine, and InricholtfHoltzinger, huf- 
bandmen ; all late of the county of 
Lancafter: and Francis Sanderibn, 
heretofore of die borough of Lancaf- 
ter, and late of Baltimore, in the State 
of Maryland, copper-fmith, have feve- 
rally adhered to, and knowingly and 
willingly aided and affifted the ene- 
mies of this State, and of the United 
States of America, by having joined 
their armies at Philadelphia, in the 
county of Philadelphia, within this 

- State ; we the fupreme Executive 
Council aforefaid, by virtue of cer- 
tain powers and authorities to us 

* given by an A&. of General Aflem- 
bly, entitled, «* An Act for the at- 

* tainder of divers traitors, if they ren- 
der not thcmfelves by a- certain day, 



do hereby ftrictly charge and require 
the raid perfbns to render themselves 
refpeftively to fome or one of the 
JuAices of t the Supreme Court, or of 
the Juftices of the peace of one of the 
counties within this State, on or be- 
fore Thurfday the i£th day of June 
-next enfuing, and alfoto abide their 
Jegal trial for fuch their t&eaftms, on 
.pain that every of them the faid per- 
sons, not rendering themfeives as 
-aforefaid, and abiding the tidal as 
aforefaid, mail, from and after the laid 
25 th day of June next. Hand and be 
attainted of high treafon to all intents 
and pufpofcs, and fhall fuirer fuch 
.pains and penalties, and undergo all 
fuch forfeitures as perfons .attainted of 
high treafon ought to do. And all 
the faithful fubjefb of this State are 
to take notice of this Proclamation, 
and govern themfelves, accordingly. 

Given, by order of the Council, 
under the hand of his Excellency the 
Prefident and the feal of the State, at 
Lancafter, this eighth day of May, 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
feyen hundred and feventy-eight. 

By order of the Council, 

Thomas Wharton, jun. Prefident* 

God fave the .Commonwealth, 

.Attefted by order of the Council, 

T. Mat-lack, Sec* 

State of Majfachufetti-Bay. 
In the year of our Lord, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feveaty- 
eight. 
An A3 for enquiring into the Rauablt 
Property of this State. 
Whereas the rateable eftates of die 
feveral towns in this State are much 
'altered fince the laft valuation : 

Be it enacted by the Council lud 
Houfe of RejprefentatHres, in General 
Court aflembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the fame, That the Affeflan 

of 
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for the year one thbiifand feven huh- 
dred and feventy-eight, (hall on oath 
take, and lodge in the Secretary** 
office, by, the twentieth day of juue 
next, a true and perfeci lift, accord- 
ing to their beft flcill and judgment, 
agreeable to a lift fettled by the Ge- 
neral Court, and recorded in the Se- 
cretary's office; a printed copy of 
which lift -flaall be by the Treafurer of 
this State fent to the clerk of each 
town, therein containing an account 
of all male polls of fixteeh years old 
and upwards, whether at home or 
abroad, negroes and molattoes not 
excepted, dlftinguiftilng fuch as are 
by law exempt from rates, and of all 
j^al eftaces, improved or not im- 
proved* and the juft value of the 
fame, lying within their refpe&iye 
towns, by whom occupied or pof- 
fefled, whether in his own right, or 
in the right of others ; and of ail 
perfonal eftate, including money on 
intereft more than they pay intereft 
for ; debts due to them not on inte- 
reft more than they are indebted, all 
monies in hand, and alfo a true lift 
f)f all goods, wares and merchandize, 
ftock in trade, veflels of all forts, 
with their ftcres, appurtenances and 
appendages, plate, horfes, oxen and 
<cattle of all forts and ages, fheep, 

foats and fwine, grain of all forts, 
nd all kinds of produce of the land, 
and of all other property whatfoever 
(excepting houfhold furniture, exclur 
five of plate, wearing apparel, farm- 
. jng utenfils, arid the todls of rrtecha- ' 
nicies) more than what they are ini- 
debted, oft the firft day of May, one 
fhoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
eight, according to the price of fuch 
real and perfonal eftate on the faid 
Jirft day of May, and on the amount 
of their income from any profeffion ? 
faculty, handicraft, trade or employ* 
xnent, and alfo on the amount of all 
incomes and profits gained by trading 
by fea or on fhore, and by means of 
advantages ariftng from the war and 
Vou. VI. 



which real arid perfonal eftate, the 
•Afleflbrs of each town are hereby rer- 
tftured to eftimate according to the 
true worth of fuch eftate on the faid 
'firft day of May, one thou&nd feven 
hundred and feventy-eight : Provided 
Beverthelefs, that the following-.per- 
fons, viz. the prefident, fellows, 
profcftbrs, tutors, librarian and ftu- 
dents of Havard College, who have 
their ufual refidence there, and ftttled 
mihifters of the gofpel, and gram- 
mar fchebl matters, Jhall be exempt- 
ed oat of this A&, fo far as relates to 
their polk and their real and fierfonal 
eftate under their own actual im- 
provement, and lying withm the 
town whereof they are inhabitants-; 
Provided alfo, That fuch officers arid 
foldiers as are engaged in the Conti- 
nent a! army for three years, *or dur- 
ing the war, are exempted from this 
aft, fo far' as relates to their polls : 
Provided further/ That all the eftate 
of Havard College, and lands be- 
" longing t? the Indians, are excluded 
from this acY And the faid Aflfeftbrs 
fhall caufe all the columns of the fe- 
veral articles contained in their fevt- 
ral lifts to be carefully caft up and 
footed ; and before thejfc eater on tie 
buftnefs aligned them by this aft, 
(hall take the following oath, vis, > 

< r You A* B. beihg chofen an Af* 
feflbr for the town of C, for the year 
one thoufend feven hundred and fe- 
venty-eight, do fwear that- you will 
faithfully arid impartially* according 
to your beft ikill and judgment* do 
and perform the whole duty of tn 
Aflefler, as directed and enjoined by 
ah a& of this State, made in thepre- 
fent year, entitled, an Adt for en- 
quiring into the Rateable Property 
of this State, without favour or pre T 
judice. So help you G Ol?." 

Wljich oath in fuch town where 
no Juftice of the peace dwells, fhall 
be adminiftered by the Town-Clerk, 
who is hereby empowered and di- 
rected to adminifter the fame on pe- 
F f nalty 
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nalty of ten pounds; and every Af- 
feflbr who fhail have been cboien by 
any town in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-eigbt, and 
accepted fuch office, that fhall rtfufe 
to take fuch oath, fhall forfeit and 
pay the fum of forty pounda ; and 
every perfon not neceiTarily out of 
the State, viz. on and from the firft 
day of May next, to the tenth day of 

iune next, (in which cafe* they ihall 
e doomed by the AflefTors as nere- 
after expreiTed) refufing or negleding 
to give fuch AilefTor or AuefTors in 
writing, and on oath if required, 
(which the Afleffojs are refpe&ively 
directed to adminifter, if they have 
any . fufpicion ef fraud in giving) a 
true account of his rateable eftate and 
improvements agreeable to the true 
intent of this Aft, ihall be doomed 
by the Afleffors according to their 
beft (kill and judgment, and fhall for 
each offence forfeit and pay the fum 
of fifty pounds; which oath ihall be 
in* the following form, viz. 

f* You CD. do fwear, that the 
account now exhibited by you is, to 
- the beft of your knowledge and judg- 
ment, a full account of all your rate- 
ables, agreeable to the lift now exhi- 
bited to you. So help you GOD/' 
And every AfTeiTor ihall be allowed 
out of the treasury of his refpe&iye 
town, the fum of ten millings for 
every day he ihall be neceiTarily em- 
ployed in doing the du;y enjoined by 
this a&. And * 

Be it further enacted, That the 
AfleiTors of each town in this State 
for the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy-feven, ihall, by the 
v afc*e1ai9^twenticth day of June, 
tranfmit toihe Secretary's office, a 
true and perfect copy, on oath, of 
. the valuation and ftate-bill hy which 
they made the taxes in their particu- 
lar tiwns fox that year, alfo a true 



copy of the ftate tax made by fuch K$ 
and valuation, on penalty that each 
AfTeflbr neglecting his duty therein^ 
ihall forfeit and pay twenty pounds^ 
^nd 

. Be it further enacted. That if in 
any of the tpvtfns aforefaid, it mall fp 
happen that any of thp AflefTors for 
the year 1777 or 1778, be dead of 
removed, in that cafe the remaining 
part of faid AffefTors ihall be, and arp 
hereby empowered to a£t in all cafe^ 
touching the valuation and ftate bill 
and copy of the ftate tax aforefaid, as 
fully as if there jiad been ho fuch 
death or rempval. And a|l fines anji 
forfeitures arifing by this aft, may bp 
tecoyered by a&ion of debt, prefent- 
rnent or indictment, at any Court qf 
Judicature within this State, proper 
to try the fame ; and fhall be applied 
one moiety thereof tp Mm or them, 
who fhall fue for the fame, and th* 
other moiety to the ui(e of the State. 
And whereas it may happen that 
fpme rateable eftate, by ihifting 
hands, may &e liable to be given in 
twice to the Afc^ 01 " 3 * 9 r not giv^n 
in at all': * 

Be it further enacted, That every 
perfon in each town within this State, 
ftiall give into the Affeflbrs a lift of 
fuck rateable eftate, agreeable to this 
acl, as he is ponefled of, on the firft 
day of May, one thoufand feveji 
hundred and feventy-eight. A n <l 

Whereas the people called Qua- 
kers, profefs to be in their confeiences 
fcrupulous of taking an bath in the 
form of law required ; 

Be it therefore enacted, That all 
fuch people' who call' and profefs 
. themfelves Quakers, ftiall, inftcad of 
taking either of the baths in for^n 
aforefaid, if required, be permitted 
to make his or her folemn affirmation 
or declaration, under the pains and 
penalties of perj ury. " -' 

foils 
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Pells rateable; 






Polls not rateable, 

* 




jStsi 


Dwelling- haute*, barns, arid other buildings not here- 
after fpecially mentioned, with all yards, gardens, and 
paflage-ways to the fame belonging. 






The jufi value of the fame, 


: • 


No 


A^res, or parrs of an acre of upland, mowing, orchard- 
ing, and tillage land. 


5* 




The juft value of the fame. 




No. 


Acres of fait and freih meadow , 
The juft value of the fame. 








JNO. 


Acres of pa ft are land. 






Tne juft value of the fame* 




No. 


Acres of wood land and unimproved land. 






The juil value of the fame. 






Wharfs of ail forts, and the jail value of the fame. 






| Sull-hflUei, lurnaLe*, milk 0t ail lOTO, and iwhv 
| works* 






The juil value of the fame* 






Money at intetelfc and on hand, more than they are in 
debted. 


F 
*» 

*. 




Debts due not on intereft more than they arc indebted, 


— Su 




The amount of all goods, wares, merchandizes, an> 
dock in trade. 
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Veflels of all forts, with their ftores, and the true value 
thereof, whether at home or abroad. 



Ounces of plate. 



No. 



Horfes of all ages. 
The juft value. 



No. 



Oxen, four years old and^ upwards. 
The juft value. 



Mo. 



CawV three, years old a&d. upvvarilv 
The juft value. 



6 Lean three years old, ana all other horaeu catde under 
' that age. 

The value. 



IN. 



1NO. 



Sheep anji.goat&oi all ages^ 



Their value. 



No. 



Saiae.oXail^ge.i,. 



Their value. 



Grain of all iorts and kinds, and-all other produce of 
the land whatfoever on hand, the jifiV value of the 
fame 



Coaches, chaiies, and all carriages of that kindjt and aii 
other property whatfoever, not before en wncja te d j 
except - houihold furniture, wearing apparel, farming 
utenfils, and the tools of m«chantcs. 

The jtifV vahte «f -the 4fiWr 



The amount of all the eftau, both-real and perioral, of 
. thofe perfons that fliall be doomed by the affitffors. 
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,_- . i n- ; 1 iMilTV 

Tons of Englifli hay, one year with another. 






Tons of fait and frefh meadow hay, one year with 
another. 


Ft 


- 


Bumeis of corn and grain of all forts, one year with 
another. . 


S 


' 


Number of cows the pafture wlli keep, one year with 
another, 


3 


.! 


Barrels of cyder, one year with another. 


' "" 




. Amount of all other annual produce. 


1- 




The annual income ariiing trom any prote&on, faculty, 
handicraft, trade or employment, and by trading by 
fea and on more, and by means of advantages ariiing 
from the war, and the neceffities of the community. 



Tcth-Torway December 13. 
Gepy o£ a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Samuel Kirkland, Miffionary and 
Interpreter for* the Six - Nations : 
together with a meflage from the 
Six Nations Chiefs to Major-ge- 
neral Gates, commanding the ar- 
• my of the United States, in the 
Northern department, dated at 
Oneida, Oct, 31* 1777. 
To the*. Honourable ■ Major-general 
Gates, Commander in Chief of th* 
Northern department of the United 
States. 

SIR, 
I delivered your menage, to- the 
Oneida Sachems, informing them of 
the capture of Gen. JJnrgoyne* an4 
bis wholeormy ; and I prefentedc'the 
Warriors your requeft, that a number 
of their * beft men, not exceeding 
thirty or forty, fheuid immediately 
repair, tt* Albany, where they would 
receive further directions. I .alio lent 
their head Warriors with the Belt of 
Information*, to the Onafldagoes* 
four days ago. To each oi theabov* 
you havetha following replitee;. 



From the Sachems of Oneida. 
Brother Chief Warrior of Aaa-- 

HOCTEA. . 

This is good news yau have fentr 
us.— It is great news; You have 
taken the General and his army, who 
thought to march through ail Ame-i 
rica with his army, making a wide 
road.—This is the fortune of war. 
Thofe who are too proud, are feme- 
times humbled.— It has proved true 
in this inftance— and it is perfectly 
right. - We thank God for what ha* 
taken place. 

Brother, .we Sachems have nothingf 
to , fay to the Warriors. We have 
given them up for the field*— -Thejl 
muft ad as they think wife. 

Brother, We thank you for In- 
forming, us fo fpeediry of your con- 
queft. — We wifiv yo* a-keceflion of 
good fortune. 

Suchnagearat* - White Skins^ 
Ojeftatare. Grafshopper. 

From the WARRIORS. 
Brother, 

We rejoice greatly in your fuccefc* 
It revives our mind* Two of our- 

head 
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fcead Warriors are abroad, upon 
their return you mall immediately 
kear from as — A few only at prefent 
accompany your meflenger down to 
Albany* 

Quidelefs, Peter. 

Thagncghtoris. 
trm tbi OnondACo Sachem's and 
Warriors. 
Brother Araholtea, 

We have heard your voice^-Your 
belt has come in good time, and 
brings good news. 

Brother, we congratulate you upon 
the extraordinary iuccefs of your ar- 
my. Your enemy, once very flrong 
in that quarter, are now fubdued— 
This is matter of great rejoicing. 
Indeed we have long expefted it 
would be His fate, as he talked very 
"proudly among all the Indians, and 
told what he would do to the Ameri- 
cans—He defpifed them. The army 
he fent againft Fort Schuyler fpake 
very infolently— quite too proud— 
v That they would trample all down 
before them, and at firft fight of them 
the fort Would vanifli"< — but now the 
proud are brought low I this is right. 

Brother, we fend your belt of in- 
telligence forward to the Cayugas 
and Senecas — We hope its influence 
will be very extenfive — We expect it 
will foon reach Niagara. 

Brother, the Great God has 
brought about this happy revolution, 
as you obferved in your fpeech to us. 
We muft all afcribe the honour, the 
wifdom, and victory to HIM. 

Brother, we wifh you a continua- 
tion of fuccefs.— Farewell. 

Tehurgweahten. 

Published by order of Congrefs. 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

An Address of the Congress 
To the Inhabitants of the United States 
of America* 
Friends and Countrymen, 
Three years have now parted away, 
firice the commencement of the pre- 
fent war. A war without parallel in 



.a ) 

the annals of mankind. It hath oj£ 
played a fpectacle, the mot folemri 
that can poflibly be exhibited.^ Or* 
•ne fide, we behold fraud and vi-, 
olence labouring in the fervice of 
defpotifm ; on the other, virtue and 
fortitude fupporting a^d eftablifSing 
the rights of human nature. 

You carioot but remember how 
relunftantly we were dragged into 
this arduous coined j and how re- 
peatedly, with the earneftnefc of 
humble entreaty, we fupplicated a 
redrefs of our grievances from him 
Who ought to ha've been the father of 
his people. In vain did we implore 
his protection : in vain appeal to the 
juitice, the generality, of Engliih- 
men— of men, who had been .the* 
guardians, the aflertors and vindica- 
tors of liberty through a fuoceffion of 
ages: men, who, with their fwords; 
had eftabliihed the firm barrier of 
freedom, and cemented it with the 
blood of heroes. Every tfiort was 
vain. For, even whilft we were ptcA 
trated at the foot of the throne, that 
fatal blow was ftruck, which hath 
feperated us for ever. Thus fpurned, 
contemned, and infuhed— thus driven 
by our enemies into meafures, which 
our fouls abhorred — we made a fo- 
lemn appeal to' the tribunal of un- 
erring Wifdom and Juftice. To that 
Almighty Ruler of Princes, whof« 
kingdom is over all. 

We were then quite defenceleis. 
Without arms, without ammunition, 
without cloathing, without flups,with- 
out money, without officers Bulled in 
war ; with no other reliance but tha 
bravery of our people, and the juftice 
of our caufe. We had to contend 
with a nation great in arts and in 
arms, whofe fleets covered the ocean, 
whofe banners have waved in eiumph 
through every" quarter of the globe. 
However unequal this conteft, our 
weaknefs was Hall farther increafed 
by the enemies which America had 
nourifhedin her bofom. Thus ex- 
pofed, on the one hand, to external 

force 
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.force and internal divlfions ; on the 

other, to be compelled to drink of the 

bitter cup of flavery, and to go for- 

rowing all our lives long ; in this fad 

alternative, we chofe the former. 

To this alternative we were reduced 

by men, who had they been anima r 

ted by one ipark of generofity, would 

Jiave difdained to take fuch mean ad- 
vantage of our fitnation ; or, had 

jhey paid the leaft regard tp (he rules 

of juftice, woul4 have confidered with 

awprrance- a proppfition tp injure 

thofe, whp had faithfully fought 

jheir battles, and induftrioufly con- 
tributed tp fear t}ie edifice of their 

glory. 

fiut Jpweyer great the in juftice of 

cur foes in commencing this war. it 

is by no means equal to the cruelty 

with which they have conduced it. 

,The courfe of their armies is marked 

-by rapine and aevaftatipn. Thou- 
sands, without diftincYion of age or 

fex, have ^been driven from their 

peaceful abodes, to encounter the ri- 
gours of inclement feafons ; and the 

face of Heaven hath been infulted 

,by the wanton conflagration of de- 
fencelefs towns. Their victories have 

. l>een followed f>y the cool murder of 

men no longer able to refill ; and friends with folly. But 
thofe whp efpaped from the firftac* dance was not upon 
of carnage, have been expofed, by 
cold, hunger, and nakecineis, to wear 
out a mifcrable exiftence in the te- 
dious hours of confinement, or to be- 
come the deftroyers of their eoun r 
trymen, of their friends, perhaps, 
dreadful idea ! of tfceir parents or 
children. Nor was this the outra- 
geous barbarity of an individual, but 
a fyftem of deliberate malice, ftamped 
with the concurrence of the Britifh 
legiflature, and fan&ipned with all 
the formalities of law. Nay, de- 



b^pther, of unoffending brother, thej 
have excited the Indians againft us 3 
and a General, who calls himfelf* 
Chriftian, a follower of the merciful 
jefus, hath dared to proclaim to all 
the world his intention of letting loofe 
againft us, whole hofts of favages, 
whofe rule of warfare is pronufcuou* 
carnage, who rejoice to murder the 
infant fmiling in its mother's arms, 
to inflict on their prifoners the moft 
excruciating torments, and exhibit 
fcenes of horror from which nature 
recoils. 

Were it poffible, they would have 
added to this terrible fyftera, for thejr 
have offered the inhabitants of thefie 
ftates to be exported by their mer? 
chants to the ftckly, baneful climes 
pf India, there 10 perifh. An offer 
not accepted of, merely from the im* 
practicability pf carrying it into ex- 
ecution* 

Nqtwithftanding thefe great pro- 
vocations, we have treated fiicft of 
them as fell into our hands with ten*- 
4ernef$ f and ftudioufly endeavoured 
to alleviate the afflictions of their 
captivity. This conduct we have 
purfued fo far, as to be by them ftig- 
matized with cowardice, and by our 
~ at our depen- 
man. It was 
upon Him, who* hath commanded 
us to love our enemies, and to ren- 
der good for evil. And what can 
be more wonderful than the manner * 
of our delivrances ? How often have 
we beeji reduced to diftrefs, and yet 
been raifed up ? When the means to 
profecute the war have been wanting 
to us, have not our foes themfelves 
been rendered inftrumental in pro- 
viding them ? This hath been done 
in fuch a variety of inftances, fo pe- 
culiarly marked almoft by the dirett 



termined to difTolve the clofeft bonds interpolation of Providence, that not 
pf fociety, they have ftimuiated fer- to feel and acknowledge his protec- 



vants to flay their mailers in the peace- 
ful hour of domeftic fecurity. And 
as if air this were infufficient to flake 
fheir thkft pf Wood, tl\c Wood pf 



tions, would be the heighth of im- 
pious ingratitude. 

At length that God of battles, in 
whom was our truft, hath conducted 



us 
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V through the pjrfhs of danger and 
dtftrefi to the thresholds of fecurity. 
/ It hath now become morally certain, 
that, if we itave courage to perfevere, 
we mall eftablifh Our liberties and in- 
dependence.— The haughty Prince, 
who fpuraed us from hie feet with 
contumely and difdain, — and the 
Parliament, which proscribed us, now 
defoend to offer terms of accommo- 
dation. Wkilft in the full career of 
victory, they polled oifthe mafic, and 
•vowed •■ their intended defpotifm. 
But having lavifhedin vain, the blood 
and treafure of their fubje&s'in pur- 
fuit of this execrable purpofe, they 
»ow endeavour to enfnare us with the 
infidious offers of peace. They would 
leduce you into a dependence, which 
neceflarily,- inevitably leads to the 
moft humiliating' flavery. And do 
they believp that you will accept 
thefe fatal terms ? Becaufe you have 
fufFered the diftrefles of war, do they 
fuppofe that you will bafely lick the 
dull before the feet of your deftroyers ? 
Can there be an American fo loft to 
the feelings which adorn human na- 
ture ? To the generous pride, the 
elevation, the dignity of freedom ! 
is there a man who would not ab- 
hor a dependence upon thofe, who 
have deluged this country in the 
blood of its inhabitants ? We cannot 
fuppofe this; neither is it poffible 
that they themfelves can expect to 
make in any converts. What then is 
their intentions ? Is it not to lull you 
with the fallacious hopes of peace, 
until they can affenvble new armies 
to profecute their nefarious defigns. 
If this is not the cafe, Why do they 
fhrain every nerve to levy men through • 
cut theifland ? Why do they meanly 
court each little tyrant of Europe to 
fell them his unhappy flaves ? Why 
do they continue to embitter the 
inirfds of the favages againft you? 
Surely this is not the way to conci- 
liate the affections of America. Be 
hot, therefore, deceived. You have 
ftiil to expe& one fevere conflict. 



Your foreign alliances, though ' ftejr 
Secure your independence, cannot fe- 
cure your country from defoIatiOn, 
•your habitations from plunder, your 
wives from infult or violation, ..tlor 
your children from butchery. Foiled 
in their' principal defign, you mull 
expect to feel the rage of difappolnted 
ambition, Arrfe* then ! to yottr 
tents I and gird you for the battle. 
It is time to turn the headlong cur- 
rent of vengeance upon the heid of 
the defrroyer." They have filled up 
the meafure of their abominations, 
and like ripe fruit,"muft foon drop 
from the tree. - Aitturagfr* mfccli is 
done, yet much remains, to do.* TJxi- 
peft not peace, whilfl any, corner pf 
America is iri poflefffcm of your fogs. 
You mrtft drive them away from thra 
land of premlfe, a land flowing in- 
deed with milk ano honey. Your 
brethren* at the extremities of *he 
continent, already implore - your 
frieudfhjp and protection. It is your 
doty to grant their requeft. They 
hunger and thirft after liberty. Ife 
it your's to difpenfe tb them the hea- 
venly gift. And what is there npvr 
to prevent it ? 

After the unremitted efforts of our 
enemies, we are ftronger than before. 
Nor can the wicked emifTaries, who 
fo afTiduoufly labour to promote their 
cauie, point out any One reafon tt> 
fuppofe that we fhall hot receive daily 
acceflions of flrength. They tell 
you, it is true, that your money Is 
of no value ; and your debts fo enor- 
mous, they can never be paid. Bvtt 
we tell you, that if Britain profecuttfs 
the war another campaign, that flngle 
campaign will coil her more than we 
have hitherto expended. And yet 
• thefe men would prevail upon you to 
take up that immenfe load, and for 
it to iacrifke your deareft rights. 
For, furely, there is no man fo ab- 
furd as to fuppofe, that the leaft Sha- 
dow of liberty can be preferred in a 
dependent? connection with Great- 
Britain* From the nature - of the 
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iJiihg it is evident, that' tKe only fe- 
curity you could obtain, would be, 
the ju (lice and moderation of a par- 
liament, who have fold the rights. of 
their own conftituents. And this 
flender fecurity is flill farther weak- 
ened, by the confideration that it was 
pledged to rebels^ (as' they unjuftly 
call the good people of thefe States) 
with whom they think they are not 
bound to keep faith by any law 
whatfoeveh Thus would you be caft 
bound among men, whofe minds (by 
your virtuous reiiftance) have been 
Sharpened to the keeneft.edge of re- 
venge. Thus would your children, 
and your children's children, be by 
you forced to a. participation in all 
their debts, their wars, their luxu- 
ries, and their crimes. And. this 
mad, this impious fyftem, they would 
lead you to adopt* becaufe of the de- 
rangement of your finances. 

It becomes you deeply to reflect on 
this fueject. Is there a country on 
*arth which hath fuch . refources for 
. the payment of her debts as Ameri- 
ca ? Such an extenfive territory ? Se 
fertile, fo blefTed in its climate and 
productions ? Surely there is. none: 
Neither is there 'any to which the 
wife Europeans will fooner confide 
their property.- What then are the 
xeafcns that youf money hat!l been 
depreciated? Becaufe no taxes have 
teen impofed to carry oft the w#r. 
Becaufe' your commerce hath been 
interrupted by 'your enemy's fleets. 
Becaufe their armies have ravaged 
and defolated a part of your country, 
Becaufe their agents have villainoufly 
counterfeited your bills; Becaufe ex* 
tortioners among you, inflamed with 
the lull of gain, have added to the 
price of every article of life. And 
becaufe weak men have been artfully 
led to believe, that it is of no value; 
How is this dangerous difeafe to be 
remedied? Let.thofe among you, 
who have leifure and opportunity, 
collect the monies which individuals 
in their neighbourhood are defirous 
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of placing In the public funds. Let 
the feveral legiflatures fink their re- > 
fpe&ive emiBions, that ; fo, there be- 
ing but one kind of bills,' there* may 
be lefs danger of counterfeits. Re- 
frain a, little While from purchafrflg 
thofe .things which are not absolutely* 
neceflary, that fo thofejwho have en- 
grafted commodities may fuffer (as 
they defervedly will) the lofs of their 
ill-gotten hoards, by re'afon of the 
commerce with foreign nations j 
which their fleets will protect. Above 
all, bring forward your armies. into 
the\field. Trull not to appearances" 
of peace or fafety. Be aflured that, 
unlefs you perfevere, you will be ex- 
posed to -every fpecies of barbarity • 
But if yon exert the means of de- 
fence, which God and Nature hath 
given you, the time will foon arrive, 
when every man frtall fit under his 
own vine, and under his own fig- 
tree, and there {hall be none to make 
him afraid. 

The fweets of a free commerce 
with every part of the earth will foon 
reimburfe you for all: the loflesyou 
have fuftained. The full tide of 
wealtji will flow in upon ypur mores, 
free from the arbitrary impofitions of 
thoie, whofe intereft, and whofe de- 
clared policy, it was, to check your 
growth. Your intereft will be fofter- 
ed and nourifhed by governments, 
that derive their power from your 
grant* and will therefore be obliged, 
by the influence of cogent neceflity, 
to exert it in your favour. 

It js to obtain thefe things that we 
call for your ftrehuous, unremitted 
exertions. Yet do not believe that 
you have been, or can be faved, 
merely ,by your own ftrength. No ; 
it is by the affiftance of Heaven, and 
this you muft -affiduoufty cultivate, 
by acls which Heaven approves. 
Thus fhall the power and the happi- 
nefs of thefe Sovereign, Free,, and 
Independent States, founded on the 
virtue of their citizens, encreafe, ex- 
tend, and, endttre, until the Al- 
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mighty mall blot out til tfie empires 
of the earth. 

By order of Congrefs, 
Henry Laurens, President. 
InCengre/s, May 9, 1778. 
Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to Minivers of the Gofpel, of all 
denominations, to read, or caufe to 
be read, immediately after divine 
fervice, the above Addrefs to the in- 
habitants of the United States of 
America, in their refpecuVe churches 
and chapels, and other places of reli- 
gions worftup. 

Publiihed by order of Congtefi, 
. Charles Thomson, Sec. 1 
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A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas Congrefs have received 
information and complaints, •* That 
violences have been done by Ame- 
rican armed veffels to neutral na- 
tions, in feizing mips belonging to 
their fubje&s and under their colours, 
and in making captures of thofe of 
the enemy whilft under the protec- 
tion of neutral coafts, contrary to the 
ufage and cuftom of nations: 1 * To 
the end that Arch unjuftifiable and 
piratical a&$, which reflect difhonour 
upon the national character of thefe 
States, may be in future effectually 
prevented, the faid Congrefs hath 
thought proper to direct, enjoin and 
command, all Captains, Comman- 
ders, and other officers and feamen 
belonging to any American armed 
Veffels, to govern themfelves ftrictly 
in all things, agreeably to the tenor 
of their commiffions, and the inftruc- 
tions and refolutions of Congrefs; 
particularly that they pay a facred 
regard to the rights of neutral powers, 
and the ufage and cuftom of civilized 
nations, and on no pretence whatever 
prefume to take or feize any fliips or 
veffels belonging to the fubjecls of 
Princes or powers in alliance with 
thefe United States, except they are 
employed in carrying contraband 
goods, or foldiers to our enemies; 
and in fuch cafe that they conform 



to the flipnUtioni contained in treatte* 
fubfiiling between fuch Princes or 
powers and v thefe States; and that 
they do not capture, ieize or plunder 
anv fhips or veflels of our enemies 
being under the protection of neu- 
tral coafts, nations or Princes, under 
the penalty of being condignly pu- 
nifhed therefore, and alio of being 
bound to make fatisfaction for alt 
matters of damage, and the intereft 
thereof, by reparation, under the pain 
and obligation of their perfons and 
goods. And further, the laid Con* 
grefs doth hereby refolve and declare, 
that perfons wilfully offending in 
any of the foregoing inftances, If 
taken by any foreign powers in con- 
sequence thereof, fhali not be con- 
fidered as having a right to claim 
protection from thefe States, but mall 
AiJFer fuch puni foment as by the ufage 
and cuftom of nations may be in* 
flitted upon fuch offenders. 

Given in Congrefs at York, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, this ninth day 
of May,- anno Domini, one thoufand ' 
feven hundred and feventy-eight. 

Henry Laurens, Prefiderit- 
Atteit Charles Thomson, Sec. 



New Jersey. 
His Excellency Grverntr Living*, 
ston's mtjfmgt u the General 
■ 4fftmfy 9/ the Statt cf New 

Gentlemen, , 

I heartily congratulate you npon 
the agreeable news we have received 
from France, nnce I had the plea Aire 
of meeting you laft in this place. 
The treaties of alliajKe, and of amity 
and commerce, between his Moft 
Chrilttan Majefty and the United 
States of America, by which our 
freedom, fovereignty and indepen- 
dence, are fully recognized, ratified 
and guarantied, and our trade left 
-free and unembarnuTed, are (6 ad- 
vantageous on our part,, and difplay 
fuch generofity and magnanimity on 
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hat of qurilluftrious ally, as cannot 
but excite in our breafts the xnoft cor?- 
dial refpect for that powerful mo- 
narchy and the devouteft acknow- 
ledgment <>f that propitious p Pro- 
vidence which hath influenced the 
Jieart of a foreign prince to interpofe 
his afliftance for delivering us from 
jfc*>e bloody profecution of one fo 
lately our own As we were at firft 
compelled into a declaration of in- 
dependence, it was the higheft wis- 
dom to folicit a faitable alliance for 
for its fecurity and fupport. To 
botlj thefe meafures we may appeal to 
the whole world, that we were dri- 
ven by a tyrannical , a venal 
Parliament, and a flagitious mifii- 
ftry. Indeed the condact of our op- 
preflbrs hat, through the whole courfe 
of the war, been fo infatuate and re- 
jnorfelefs, as if Heaven had deprived 
them of common fenfe, as well as 
Hell infpired them with all its ma- 
lice. But their day of national cor- 
rection is fwiftly approaching. Their 
pnparalled cruelties both in the eaft- 
ern and weftern world have at laft 
enkindled the Divine; vengeance $ 
and the judgments ©f God are now 
overtaking a nation which has filled 
pp the meafure ofjts iniquity ; and 
Jong been the moll impious and ir- 
religious of any in Chriftendom, To 
, chaftife her infolcnce, the force of 
France and America is now united in 
an indoifoluble league. How muft 
Jiaughry Britain be confounded at the 
dreadful news, and curfe the fatal 
cqnfequences of her moon-ftruck pt>r 
licy i Mct^inks I fee power and gran- 
deur crumbling into ruin, and all 
her towering honors levelled with the 
jduft. Thit decuive influence which 
/he has lonjj maintained in the fcale 
•f Europe, is now rapidly verging to 
.fallen impotence; and the miftrefs 
-of the ocean become tjae contempt of 
thofe very pot^ntajjps, wjip lately re- 
vered her councils, and trembled at 
her arms. But how fpcedily foever 
Ac may be doomed to final ocrditjon, 



4t is our duty to guard againft the 
vindictive effects of her expiring ' 
ftrugglcs. When all the horrors of 
defperation feize her ; and, utterly 
hopelefs ofconqueft, fhe determines 
to raife even above herfelf, by fome 
fignal ftapend'uous aft of barbarity,^?- 
*Owg like the devil in the Apocalypfe, 
great wrath, htcaufe Jhe knfrweth thai 
jhe bath but jhort time ; fhe may at-' 
tempt to defolate what ,fhe finds it 
impofttble to fubdue. Againft fuch 
ravage and deftruction, to which, we 
know, fey experience, it is not be- 
neath her dignity to condefcend, it 
is our intereft to oppoJe the moll ftre * 
nuous exertions. We want only the 
one fpirited and general effort to ex- 
pel her remnant of banditti from the 
continent, and for ever to emancipate 
durfelves into complete and uninter- 
rupted liberty, pne campaign more* 
will, in all probability, decide the 
important conteft : and in whole fa- 
vour it is likely to terminate, is 
written by the hand of Providence 
in characters too legible to be mi£ 
understood. 

* The alacrity of our men to entex 
into the fervice, and the great dik 
patch with which our battalions are 
completing, muft alfo affect every 
lover of his country with Angular 
pleafure. • 

The refolution of Congrefs of the 
nineteenth of March, respecting the 
raifing the quota* of men, and the 
providing their accoutrements, is 
herewith laid before you, together 
with that of the. feventeenth of April, 
purfuant to which this ftate is only 
to complete* three regiments of in* 
fantry in the manner recommended 
by therefolutions of .the 26^ day of 
February, laft. 
Gentlemen, 

Asjou rofe at the Iaft fitting of 
the affemby without rafifying the ar- 
ticles of confederation and perpetual 
union between the States,! hope they 
will engage youf early attention at 
the prefent 
• Ogz The 
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• The Congrefs, by their fefolution 

of the tenth of March, haying ear- 

neftly requefted the governors and pre- 

fidents of the refpeftive ftates to tranfmit 

to them, as foon as poffible, attefted 

copies of the acts paffed by their re- 

fpective legiflatures in purfuance of 

recommendations of Congrefs which 

they may have received fince the firfl 

day of November laft, and of all adls 

they may hereafter , pafs in confe- 

quence of future recommendations, 

you will be pleafed to furnifh me, 

for that purpofe, with attefted copies 

of thf acts * firfl defcribed, with all 

convenientfpeed.' 

I embrace th?s opportunity further 
to communicate toypu arefoiution of 
Congrefs, of the hrft inftant, re- 
commending it to the feveral ftates, 
to empower the executive authority 
of fuch ftates, from time to time, to 
grarit exemptions from duty in the 
militia to fuch pen'ons as may, from 
time to time, be employed in manu- 
facturing military llores and other 
articles, for the ufe of the United 
States \ 

. Theprefent condition of our pub- 
lic accounts renders it indifpenfably 
necefTary'to appoint fome perfon in 
the character of auditor, with a fuffi- 
cient falary to induce a gendeman of 
adequate fkill and abilities to accept 
cf the management. 

I hope, gentlemen, it will engage 
your feafonabje confideration what 
meafures ought to be adopted re- 
Ipecting thole amphibious inmates 
{ever willing citizens to all the pur- 
.pofes pf deriving from the State every 
illegal benefit and protection, but 
to none of returning reciprocal duty 
and allegiance) who feem refolved 
to the very end of the quarrel, to 
maintain a kind of fhameful and moft 
difingenuous neutrality j hoped by 
not -avowedly efpoufing either fide, 
put occasionally and indirectly abet- 
ting both, to iecure to themielves : a 
favourable reception .with the pre- 
vaiiing party; let that party eventually 
prove to l?e the oppreflive or op- 



prefTed. Such political hyppejf tej ' 
ought, by a general teft, to tie drag- 
ged from their lurking holes, fer- 
retted out of their duplicity and re- 
fuge of lies, and be taught by an act 
for the purpofe, that however willing 
the legiflature may be to imitate the; 
example of the generous houfholder, 
who made no difference in his pay- 
ments between thofe who went to la- 
bour in his vineyard at the firfl: or 
eleventh hour ; they are determined 
not to fet the firft example in the 
world, or . allowing wages p tfcofe who 
never would enter the vineyard at all, 
'till the grapes were fully ripe, by 
the cultivation of others ; and tame 
then only with * the view ■• of fneak- 
ingly fpqnging upon, and regaling 
themfelyes with, the wine of other, 
peoples e^prefling. ' 

There are in this ftate many va-, 
luable and corifcientious citizens, who 
are fcrupulous of taking an oath in 
the prefentform, and with ah Engliih . 
form of kifftng the book ; which 
they confider as fuperftitious,. and a - 
remnant of *Popery. Amidft the li- 
berality of fentiment, and utter ab- 
horrence of infringing upon the rights, 
of .confeience, which feems to mark 
the prefent sera with peculiar lullre, 
can. it be confiftent with found por 
licy, or the generous fpirit of our 
conftitution,no debar an honed man , 
for a religious fcruple from* the pri- 
vileges of fociety, which the, moft 
profligate and abandoned are permit- 
ted to enjoy in the fulled latitude ? 
I therefore flatter myfelf that our le- 
giflature will be fo indulgent to this 
icrupulofity, which is at * leaft in- 
nocent, as to authorife the magiftrate 
in the adminiftration of an oath, to 
difpenfe with; fuch part of it as may 
embarrafs the confeience, and is 
. beyond queftion altogether formal, 
and in no refpect efiential to its na- 
.ture or folemnity. 

I have further to lay before you, 
gentlemen, a refolutjon, of Congrefs, 
of the twenty-third of April, reconj- 
mending it to the * legiflatures of the 
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jevera! Hates to pais laws, or to the 
Executive authority of each ftate, if 
inverted with fufficient power, to iflue 
proclamations, offering pardon, with 
fuch exceptions, and under fuch -li- 
mitations and' reftriclions as they lhall 
thipk expedient, to fuch of their in- 
habitants or fubjedts as have levied 
war againft ^ny of the States, or ad- 
hered to, aided or abetted the ene- 
my, and fliall furrender themfelves 
to any civil or military officer of any 
of thefe -States, vand mail return to 
the State to which they may belong, 
before the tenth day of June next, 
and recommending it to the good 
and faithful citizens of thofe States 
to receive fuch 'returning penitents 
with companion and mercy, and to 
forgive and bury in oblivion their 
pail failings and tranfgreflions. 

Though I think it my duty 'to fub- 
jnit this refolution to your ferious 
confederation, becaufe it is recom- 
jnendecl by Congrefs, I do not think 
Jt my duty to recommend it to. your 
-approbation, becaufe it appears to 
xne both unequal and impolitic. It 
jmay, confidently with the profoundeft 
veneration for that auguit aiTembly, 
.be prefumed, that they are lefs ac- 
quainted with the particular circum- 
itances and internal police of fome of 
the States, than thofe who have had 
more favourable opportunities for 
that purpofe. There feems, it is 
true, fomething fo noble and magna- 
nimous }n proclaiming an unmerited 
amneity to a number of difappointed 
criminals, Submitting. theniieives to 
the mercy of their country; and 
there is in reality fomething fo divine 
and chriftian in the forgivenefs of in- 
juries, that it may appear rather in- 
.vidious to offer any thing in obftruc- 
-tion of the intended clemency. But 
as . to the * benevolent religion, to 
whifch we are undfcr the higheit obli- 
gations to conform our conduct, 
. though it forbids at all times, and in 
. all cafes, the indulgence of perfonal 
■ hatred and malevolence, it prohibits 



not any treatment of national cn^ 
mies of municipal offenders, nece& 
fary to felf prefervation, and the ge- 
neral weal of fociery. And as to 
humanity, I could never perfuade 
myfelf that it confifted in fuch lenity 
towards our adverfaries, either Bri-r 
tifh or domeftic, as was evidently 
productive of tenfold barbarity on 
their part ; when fuch " barbarity 
would probably have been prevented 
by our retaliating upon them the firifc 
perpetration ; and confequently our 
apparent inhumanity, in particular 
inAances, have certainly been hu- 
mane in the final refuk. Alas ! how 
many lives had been faved, and what 
a fcene of inexpreffible mifery pre- 
vented, had we, from the beginning, 
treated our bofom traitors with pro- 
per feverity, and inflicted the law of 
retaliation upon an enemy top favagc 
to be humanized by any other argu- 
ment ! as both political pardon and 
puniftiment ought to be regulated by- 
political conftderations, and mufl de^» 
rive their expedience or impropriety 
from their falutary or pernicious in- 
fluence upon the community, I can- 
not conceive what advantages are 
propofed by inviting to the embraces 
of their country a fet of beings, from 
which any country, I mould ima- 
gine, would eileem it a Capital part 
of its felicity to remain for ever at the 
remoteft diftance. It is not probable 
that thofe who deferted us, to aid 
the mofl matchlefs connoiffeurs in the 
refinements of cruelty (who have ex- 
haufted human ingenuity in their en- 
gines of torture) in introducing arbi- 
trary power and all the horrors of 
flavery, and will only return from . 
difappointment, not from remorfe, 
will ever make good fubje&s to a 
ftate founded in liberty, and inflex- 
ibly determined againit every inroad 
of unlawful dominion. The thirty- 
one criminals lately convicted of the 
moft flagrant, treafon, and who, by 
the gracious interpofirion of govern- 
ment, were., upon very hopeful figns 
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«f pt*itente> fceneroufly pardoned, 
and then, with hypocritical chearful- 
aefi, inlifted in oiir fervice, have all 
to a man deferted to the enemy, and 
are again in arms again ft their native 
country, with the accumulated guilt 
ef its being now not only the country 
that firft gave them life, but which 
bath, after they had moft notorioufiy 
forfeited it,» mercifully refcued them 
from death. Whence it is probable, 
that a real Tory is by any human 
means abfolutely inconvertible, hav- 
ing fo entirely, extinguimecl all the 
primitive virtue and patriotifm na- 
tural ta a man, as not to leave a 
fingle fpark to rekindle the original 
flame. — It is indeed againft all pro- 
bability that men, arrived at tho 
bigheft poffible pitch of degeneracy, 
the preferring of tyranny to a free go- 
vernment, fhould, except by a mi- 
racle of omnipotence, be very capa- 
ble of one lingle virtuous impreffion* 
They have, by a kind of gigantic ef- 
fort of villainy, aftonifhed the whole 
world, even that of transcending, in 
the enormities of defolatioh and 
bioodfhed, a race of murderers be- 
fore unequalled, And without compe- 
titor. Were it not for thefc mifcre- 
ants, we fhould have thought, that 
Jbr cool, deliberate cruelty, and un- 
availing, andeci&ve havock, the ions 
of Britain were without parallel. But 
considering the education of the lat- 
ter, which has familiarized them to 
the ftiedding of innocent Wood, from 
the mere thlrft of lucre, they have 
been excelled in their own peculiar 
and' diftinguifhiag excellence, by this 
Monftrous birth and onvfeouring of 
America, who, in defiance of Nature 
and nurture, have not only, by a re- 
verft ambition,- chofen bondage be- 
fore freedom, but waged an infernal 
war againft their deareft connections, 
for not making the like abhorred and 
abominable election. By them have 
numbers of our moft ufeful and meri- 
torious citizens been ambufhed, 
hunted down, pillaged, unhouied, 



ftolen, or butchered; by them ha*> 
the prefent conteft, on the part of 
Britain, been encouraged, aided and- 
protracted. They are, therefore, ren 
iponfible for all the additional blood 
that has been fpent by the addition 
of their weight in the feale of ufce 
enemy. Multitudes of them have 
fuperadded perjury to treafon* At 
the commencement of our opposition 
they: appeared more fangume than 
others, and, like tht crackling of 
thorns under a pot, exceeded in blaze 
and noife the calm and durable 
flames of the fteaidy and perfevering# 
They have aflbciated, fubferibed, 
and fworn to aflift in repelling the 
haftile attempts of onr bowelefs op* 
preflbrs. They have, with awettd 
(blemnity, plighted their faith and 
honour to ftand, with their lives and 
fortunes, by the Congrefs and their 
General, in fupport of that very ljw 
berty v/hich, upon the . firft opportu* 
nity, they pdrfidioufly armed to op* 
pofe, and- have fince facrilegioufly 
#fworn utterly to exterminate. Tkh 
worthy citizen has left a venerable 
father ; that one a beloved brother ; 
and a third a darling fon, either im- 
mediately by their hands, or by their 
betraying him to the enemy, who, 
from a momentary, unintentional re- 
lapfe into humanity, were, fometimes 
inclined to foare, when thefe pitileft 
wretches infifted upon- daughter,, tsk 
threatened to complain of a relenting 
officer, merely becaufe he was not di- ' 
abolically crueL ^ 

Nor will rush an act of grace prow 
eventual of reflating to their injured 
country the moft proper objects of 
pardon. The more ignorant and de- 
luded (if fuch ignorance and delofioji. 
there can be] will not be able to ob- 
tain leave from their vigilant tafk- 
mafters to return to their duty. The 
v moft dangerous and influencial will 
, be indulged with this privilege, and 
that only to fave their eftates, with- 
out the lea ft compunction of consci- 
ence, alteration of fentisaent, or 
melioration 
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amelioration of heart, 
already been fworn and forfworn, 
will, without ceremony, repeat their 
perjury whenever it appears condu- 
cive to the introdu&ion of tyranny. 
To fcreen fach characters from po- 
pular reientment and perfonal infult, 
I prefume no prudent man would 
diufe to become furety. Thofe of 
#ur citizens who have, from the very 
beginning of the iUuftrious conflict, 
hafcarded their perfens and property, 
will think it inequitable to receive 



r 227 } 

Thefe, having ration from thofe, whofc interconrfir 
with us mult conftantly revive the 
moft painful ideas, and whofe very 
preface among the genuine fans of 
freedom would . feem as unnatural a* 
that of Satan amcm? the fans of Gwt? 
The difgrace they have brought upoa 
their native country can never be ex- 
punged, but by expunging them. L«t 
them, therefore, rather go isto vo* 
runtary banishment, and fettle in 
fbme uninhabited illand, rocky, if 
they pleafe, as their hearts, an& 



fiich malignants into a full participa- feared at tbtir conftiences, where, not 
Hon of all the blcflings refulting from having one honeft man among them. 



that independence which, with the 
fmiles of Providence, has by their 
co-operation been fo glorioufly con- 
tefted, and at fo great expence and 



but being all involved in tfee fame 
atrocious and infuperable crime of 
parricide, no one traitor can upbraid 
a brother traitor with his treason ; 



peril battled out of the very jaws ©f nor any individual of the whole cul* 
rr^i 1 :._ /•__- _r _.„ « t ^xernX^f point at a greater fce- 

ferat than himielf— There let them 
eftablim a fyftem of vaualage moft 
faitable to their own flavifh difpofi- 
tions ; and erect an infamous monu- 
ment in putrid memorial of thofe 
apoftates from reafoa, and converts to 
defpotifra, who fled from jufHce ibr 
an attempted affaffinauon of liberty. 
Or let them take fancluary in a ccr- ; 
tain alueady fettled hland, (probably 
their favourite fpot, becaufe conta-. 
minated with every fpecies of infamy) 
where it is no bar to the Royal fa- 
vour to have embrued one's hands in 
a brother's blood ; where the maflacre 
and f ami thing of thoufands has been 
rewarded with a peerage ; and where 
no man need to defpair of promotion 
for being a rafcah 

Wrt. Livingston. 
Princeton, May 29, 1778. 



tyranny. There is, in fome of our 

counties in particular, who have 

more eminently fuffered by their 

wanton ravages, fo rooted an averfion 

againft this kind of gentry, that the 

more confpicuou* Whigs (generally 

the greateft fufterers) would think it 

extremely hard to proffer them all 

the immunities of that happy confti- 

tutien which they, at infinite rifque, 

have been inftrumenwl in eftabfifh- 

ing, wHile thofe non-naturals were 

meditating our deftruftion, fpilling 

our blood, and ardently wUhing for 

bur final inthralment. And can they 

*ver expect to regain the confidence 

of their late : fellow fubje&s, whofe 

very looks methinks muft confound 

and abanVthcavf Surely their mean 

fpiritednefs in brooking to return to 

their country, circumfUnced as they 

are, is only to be equalled by their 

guilt in deferring it. S*juld we not 

•be much happier, together with the 

abolition of regal mifrule, to purge 

the Continent alfo of this political 

pollution, which muft neceiFarily 

tarnim the luftre, and may gradually 

infect fome of the flill incorrupted fons 

of America? Will it not be better 

policy to iniift upon a perpetual fepa- 



Pennsylvania. 

In Central Affemhly of Ptnnfylvan}^ 

'Mayz$ 9 1778. 

The Houfc refumed'the confkleration 

of the refolves refpec~Hng the 

draughts of the two bills propofed 

in the Britiih Parliament, and, 

after 
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after cotffiderable debate thereupon, 

they were unanimoufly adopted as 

follows, viz. 

The Houfe having taken into con- 
federation the fpeech of Lord North, 
in the Britifli Houfe of Commons* 
cm the 19th day of February laft, and 
the two bills ordered to be brought 
in by him, &c. ki confequence there- 
of, the one intitled, " A bill for de- 
claring the intentions of the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, concerning 
the exercife of the right of impofing 
tixes within his Majefty's Colonies, 
Provinces, and Plantations in North 
America ;" the other entitled, " A 
hill to enable his Majelly to appoint 
Comroiflioners* with fuificient powers 
to treat, confult, and agree upon the 
means of quieting the diforders now 
fubfiftingin certain of the Colonies, 
Plantations, and Provinces in North 
America ;" together with the pro- 
ceedings of Congrefs thereupon on 
the 2 2d day of April laft, as pub- 
lifted in the Pennfylvania Gazette 
of the 24th day of the fame month ; 
and having maturely confidered the 
fame, came to the following refolu- 
tions ; , to wit, 

1. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
the Delegates or Deputies of the 
United States of America, in Con- 
grefs affembled, are inverted with no 
exclufive authority to treat with the 
King of Great Britain, or Commif- 
fioners by him duly appointed, re- 
fpetting a peace between the two 
countries. ■ ' 

2. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
^ny man, or body of men, who fhall 
prefume to make any feparate or par- 
tial convention or agreement with 
the KingofGreatBritain/orwithany 
Commiffioners or Commiflioner un- 
der the crown of Great Britain, ought 
to be confidered and treated v as open 
and avowed enemies of the United 
States of America. 

3. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
this Houfe highly approve of the, de- 
claration of CongreG, * ' that thefe 
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United States cannot, With propriety*, 
liold any conference or treaty with any 
Commiffioners on the part of Great- 
Britain, unlefs they fhall* as a preli- 
minary thereto, either withdraw their 
fleets and armies, or elfe in pofitive 
and eirprefs terms acknowledge the - 
independence of the faid States." 

4. Refolved unanimoufly, That the? 
Congrefs have no power j authority, 
or right, to do any aclv matter, or * 
thing whatfoever, that may have at 
tendency to yield up or abridge the 
fovereignty and independence of this 
State, without its confent previoufly 
obtained* 

5. Refolved unanirrfoufry,That this 
Houfe will maintain, fupport, and 
defend the fovereignty and indepen- 
dence of this State" with their lives and 
fortunes^ 

6. Refolved unanimoufly, That 
it be recommended to the Supreme 
Executive Council of this State, 
forthwith to order the militia to hold 
themfelves in readinefs to act as occa- 
iion may require. 

Extract from the minutes, 

John Morris, jun* 
Clerk of the General AfTembly^ 

Admiralty -Office y June t^i 1778. 

The three letters from the Ho- 
nourable Admiral Keppel to Mr. 
Stephens, of which the following are 
copies and extract, were received this 
afternoon at this office : 
(Copy.) 
Viaory, at fea, June 18, 177ft. 
Sir, 

A little before twelve o'clock yef- 
terday, the fleet being in a line of 
battle, fleering S. S. W. the wind at 
weft, and the Lizard bearing N. 44. 
00 W. diflant 25 miles, we observed 
two fhips feemingJy reconnoitring th# 
fleet, with two tenders accompanying 
them; I immediately directed th5 
whole fleet to chace, and between 
five and fix in the evening the Mil ford 
had got clofe along-fide the leeward- 
moft fhip, a large French frigate ; *I 

made 
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Jhade the fignal for tie /hips chacing 
ID bring down their chace to me, 
which Sir William Burnaby could 
not, by civil words, get the French 
officer to aHow him to do j but upon 
the Hector's drawing near upon her, 
-andiiring a gun (hotted, fee flood vo 
her, and the Hector then made fail 
with her towards the fleet. The other 
French lhip was clofely purfued by 
the Arethufa, and Alert cutter, and, 
at fome diftance a-ftern of tfeem, thje 
Valiant and Monarch. 

I am not able to inform their LordV 
Jhips in this letter, relative to tfeat 
chace, more than that an officer got 
%o me this morning, from the Valiant, 
who had been in the boat the whole 
night; his Captain directed Jura to 
inform me, that he fljoold have re- 
turned agreeable fo the fignal to leave 
joJF chace, but that he had obferved 
the French frigate had given battle to 
the Arethufa. 

At nine o'clock laft night, I fent 
Sir Charles Douglas to leeward to 
the Hector and America, to let their 
Captains know, it was my orders 
they brought the French frigate unr 
fler the Victory's ftera; and Sir 
Charles Douglas was charged from 
me, to exprefs every civility to the 
French Captain, and to inform him 
fhat I fhottld fee him when the mips 
and frigates got up to the fleet in the 
morning ; \h the mean time he was 
alfo to attend the frigate, unmoleftpd, 
up to me ; but, to my afltonifhment, 
fhis morning, about nine o'clock, I 



people; the French Captain then 
ftruck his colours ; his behaviour me* 
rited the fire of the America, but 
Lord Longford's humanity and pru- 
dence prevailed, much to his credit, 
oyer his refentment. 

I hope I have nor done improperly 
in fending the frigate into Plymouth ; 
the circurnilance of her behaviour, 
and tKe other French frigate giving 
battle to the Arethufa, has been'a 
ju$fipation to myfelf for feizing her 
an*d fending her into pqru 
I am, Sir ? 
your moft obedient, 

and very humble Servant, 

A* KfiPFBL. 

P. .S. The French frigate is called 
the Licornc of 3,2 guns and 430 men, 
Philip Stevens, Efo Secretary 
to the Admiralty. 

(Extraa.) 
Vitory* at /ea, June xo, 177$, at 

*mn, the Lizard, ^ 37 : 00 £• 

10, leagues 
Sir 

Before noon of yefterday we fatv 
the Valiant and Monarch, who had 
fhacpl from tl>e fleet on tlje 17th, 
coming down; the Valiant with a 
crippled it}ip in tow, which w$ foon 
perceived was the Arethufa, yn*h her 
main maft gone, and much Shattered 
Jn other relpects. 

The Arethufa had come up with 
her chace On the evening of the 17th; 
(he proved a large French frigate 
with heavy metal (the Belle Poule ;) 



observed the French ihip feemjnglv Captain Marihal rejjuefted of tlje 
——- up0n thp other tack; one of French Captain to bring to, and in 



Qie ihipf that was attending her fired 
a mot aerofs her, wljich was imme- 
diately followed by the French fri- 
Ste's discharging her ^yhole broadr 
e and mofquetry info jhe America, 
at the very moment Jxird LongfonJ 
was upon the gunwale talking to the 
French Captain in the moil civil 
grain ; feveral of the (hot ftruck the 
America, arid wounded fp*r -of fcer 



formed him, he had orders fpcpnduct 
kirn to 1*U Admiral, who wi&ed to 
fpeak to him ; both which requeiU 



the Frcnqb officer peremptorily re- 
fufed to cpmply with ; Qaptain IVIar- 
ihal then fired a mot acrofs the fri- 
gate, upon which the French Qspr 
tain injtantaneoufly Bred his whole 
broadfide into the Atethufa, who 
was at that time very clofe alpng-fide ? 
fl h >nich 
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which brought on an aeT5bn ; bn both 
fides, which continued for upwards 
of two hours ; the Arethufa being 
much fluttered in her malts, fails 
and rigging, and' there being very 
little wind to. govern her, ihe was 
thrown in fuch a fituation, as nqt 
-to be able to get her head towards 
the French fhip, notwithstanding 
Captain Marflial's utmoft Endeavours 
fo to do ; the French fhip's head be- 
ing in with the land, and getting her 
forefail fet, fhe flood into a fmail 
bay, where the boats* at day-light 
came out, 1 and towed her into fafety. 

Captain Marfhal appears to have 
conducted himfelf in the whole of 
this matter with the greateft fpirit 
and gallantry, and fpeaks with great 
fatisfattion of the behaviour of his 
officers and fhip's company. The 
Arethufa had eight men killed, and 
thirty-fix wounded; the lofs of \he 
French mu ft !>e confideraWe. . \ 
* I muft no;x>mit in this relation to 
acquaint their Lorclfhips, 'that Cap.- 
tain Fairfax, 'i T ? the Aiert cutter,. has 
had his {hare in the bufmefs 5 he got 
along-fide of a fchocner of 10 car- 
riage guns and 10'fwivHs, that at- 
tended the frigate that engaged the 
Arethufa; upon his requeuing tHe 
Commander of her to'ftand to the 
fleet, he made him anfwer, thac he 
Ihpuld do as the frigate die ; and, 
upon the frigate's firing- upyn* i.fye 
Arethufa, iired his guns i;ito t* 4 e 
Alert; Captain Fairfsrx immediately 
run on board of him, "end they con- 
tinued in that fituatiori iiVJbie fo ht, 
upwards of ari hour, whavthc French 
veiTel furrendered. Captain Fairfax • 
killed him five men, <.nd mortally* 
wounded feven ; the Akrt ha if four 
men wounded, two of them, it is 
apprehended, 'mortally; '* 

Several French merchant fhips - 
palled ;hrong ; > the fljet yciier.lay un- 
.moteited : 1 did net i : »nL proper in 
any wife to Interrupt them in their 
commerce; Ufliain was- then in fight 
from the mall-head, a ■ - 
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v- - - (Co Py ;)- 

Vi&ory, at fea, June 20, 1778. 

" Sir, '.."■' 

1 Early in the morning of the i&th ? 
a fhip in the N. W. quarter was feen 
•Handing into the fleet, but foon 
Hauled away : the'Foudroyant, Cou r 
j rageux,-and Rebuft, were fent in 
"purTuit ef her ; arid having repaired, 
as well as time' would permit, the 
•Milfqrd's damages, which ihe receiv- 
ed by the French frigate's having, 
while in converfatiort, fheered 6ri 
- board" 1 heiy fhe was likewife fent in 
-chace.' 'Iti-tne*m6rning of the i9tfi, 
-theYroferpine had' joined, whom I 
'alfcT directed to chace; very light 
kinds'- and eafterly ; before twelve, 
the frigates and other fhips were dr^wn 
-#Tofe up with the chace/ a French fri- 
"gftfe, and the iignal being -made to 
-the* fhips'tCM bring the chace into the 
-fieet, fhe wa$. brought in accordingly, 
the French officer having no means 
: Whatever.to avoid what has happened 
to him.' -From the behaviour of tKe 
French fng*te, the Licorne, on the 
i%t)$ in "the morning, I judged it my 
duty to deiain this ;ihip likewife. I 
diryfted Captain Hood, of the Ro- 
buft, to take the oiacers out Of the 
fh^S' 1 uhi Jiftribute the crew among 
the ihips- with him ; inflrucling him 
1 t* ■ .''g'rkfy 10 the French Captain, 
tiut-1 *vas -under a nece,fnty of -taking 
this ftcp t*om the extraordinary-con- 
duct 6f the Captain of the Licorne ; 
at the fame time recommended to) 
Captain Hood to take> care, that no- 
thing" but the civilkfl treatment 
ihouid pafs towards the French offi- 
cers and their people, and every thing 
taken Care of on board the frigate : 
fhe is called- the Pallas, of 32 guns 
and 220 men ; and, as well as could 
be learnt, had been eight days fron^ 
Breit On a cruize. Jam; Sir, - ' 
Your moft obedient, f 
and very humble fervant, 

A. Keppel* 
Philip Stevens, Efq. Secretary 
to the Admiralty* 

^Londw Gazette* 
" Fro*} 
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frgm thi -Supplement Utht Gazette 

*/* France, June 26. \ 
Particulars of the engagement between 
the French frigate- La BelLE- 
Po u L E , and an Englijb frigate* 
: The 17th of this month, at ten 
o'clock in the morning, Lieutenant,, 
Chadeau de la Clocheterie, l com- 
manding the King's frigate laJBelle 
Poule, of 26 guns, twelve poujiders, 4 
difcovered from the top of the mafh- 
feveral (hips ; a^ half pall ten, he be- 
gan to fufpedt they, might beanJEng- 
fifh fquadron ; a few minutes after," 
he reckoned twenty men of war, 
fourteen of which at leaft; appeared to 
liim to be ihips of the ljne ; the' 
fquadron was then at four leagues 
difbince from the French frigate. 
The Sieur de la Clocheterie foofT 
perceived that, a frigate and a floop t 
gained upoa them. The latter, car- 
rying ten fix pounders,, came .up with 
the, Belle. Poule, and hailed her in 
Englifh. The Sieur de la Cloche-' 
terie anfwered, bidding him fpeak 
French; then the floojp joined her 
frigate. 

At half pad fix, the Englifh fri- 
gate came up within mufket; mot of 
the Belle Poule, to leeward, the, 
iquadron being 1 Hill at the fame dif. 
tance. 

The Sieur de la Clocheterie ma- 
noeuvered to avoid thedifadvantage-, 
©us pofition he was in. His ma-,; 
nceuvre, executed with precifion and 
celerity, foon put the two frigates 
acrofs each other, and within piftol 
fliot. In this pofition, the Englifh 
frigate hailed her in Englifh ; he an- 
fwered he did not underfland ; ihe 
then hailed him in French, and faid' 
he muft come to her Admiral j the 
Sieur de la Clocheterie anfwered, 
that his minion did not permit him 
to take that route. The Englifh 
irigate infilled, and repeated that he 
mnft come to the Admir$l; the 
French Captain aflured him he would 
do t no fuch thing : , then the Englifh 
frigate-poured a broadiide imo him. 
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t and the engagement began at a time 
when there was fcarce any wind to' 
govern the fhip. The action lafted 
from half pa'fl fix in the evening, till 
Half pafi eleven, ftill within piftol 
fliot. It" is* to be prefumed that the 
Englifh frigate, which is of 28 fix 
pounders, was fpent, fince at that 
e J?°cha fhe availed herfelf of a breeze 
that fprung up, and returned to her 
fquadron: in that pofition lhe re- 
ceived upwards of fifty cannon fhot 
from the French frigate, without re- 
turning one. ' 

It was impoflible for the French 
frigate to purfue her ; that route 
would have carried her amidft the 
Englifh fleet. * The Sieur de la Clo- 
Cheterie refolved * to run a-ground, 
and at half* pdft twelve at night he 
anchored among the rocks, near 
Plouafcat, where, the ]8th, the fri~ 
gate was obferved, and watched by 
two Englifh lhips ; But the rocks 
which furrounded him, feemed to 
fhelter him from any infult. 

The aclion has been moft bloody. 
On the 1 8th the exacl number of the 
dead was not yet known ; but was 
eftimated at 40 at leaft. The Sieur 
Green de Saint Marfault, Lieute- 
nant, and fccorid in command, was 
killed. The Sieur de la Roche de 
Kerandraon, Erifign, having had his 
arm broke, after fighting two hours, 
had it fet, and returned to his poft, 
which he kept during the three re- 
maining hours that the action lafled. 
The next day he was obliged to fuf- 
fer an amputation. The Sieur Bou- 
yet, an auxiliary officer, was gricv- 
oufly wounded, but would not leave 
the deck to be drefled. The Sieur 
de la Clocheterie had two violent 
bruifes, one in the thigh, and the 
other in the head. The number of 
the wounded amounts in all to 57. 

The action was kept up with equal 
fire, and with the fame fpirit, till the 
moment when the 'Englifh frigate 
abandoned the combat. The Che- 
valier de Capellis commanded the 
Hhz ' "' - battery, 
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battery, and was feconded by the Louis, 
Sieurs Damard and Sbirre, auxiliary 
officers, and the' Sieur dc Bailerot, 
and Chevalier d« la Gakmerie, ma- 
rine guards. The crew, animated 
by the example of the officers, gave 
the greateft proofs of bravery and 
prefence of mind. 

The Sieur de Sartine, Minifler 
and Secretary of State for the marine 
department, having given the JSLin^ 
an account of the engagement pf the 
frigate la Belle Poule, his Majefty 
has granted to the Sieur de la Clo- 
cheterie, who commanded her/ a 
brevet of Captain ; to the Sieur de 
la Roche &eran<fracm> Enfign, the 
Croft of St, Loub, and a penfion ; 
to the Sieur Bouvet, a brevet of 
Lieutenant of frigate ; and has given 
marks of his fatislaelion to all the of- 
ficers and marine guards. 

His Majefiy has likewife granted a 
penfion on the funds of the invalids 
of the marine, to Mademoifelle 
Green de Saint Marfault, filler to 
the officer of that name, who was 
killed' in the engagement. He has 
moreover provided for the widows 
and children of the marine officers 
killed in the a&on ; and has granted 
to the wounded men, gratuities pro- 
portioned to their wounds, as 'a lib a 
general bencfa&km to all the crew, 
which the widows of the killed will 
be admitted to partake of. 

London, July 6. A correfpondent 
fays, that the Freneh King feems de^ 
termined to endavour to recover the 
honour of his flag, and to difpute with 
us the foyereignty of the fea. After 
a particular account of the engage-' 
ment between the Arethufa and Belle 
Poule, the French Gazette goes into 
the detail of the honours and rewards 
conferred on the feveral officers and 
the crew of the French frigate, '" 5a 
Majeile a accorde au Sieur de la 
Clocheterie, gui la cqmmandoit, le 
JJrever de Capitaine de Vaifleau ; au 
Sieur de la Koche-Kerandraon, En- 
feignede ValiTcau, la Croix, de Saint 



ft une penfion $ atr Sieirf 
Bouvet, le Brevet de Lieutenant d$ . 
fregate en pied, Ac elle a donne de* 
temoignages de fatisfaftion & totta 
les officiers & gardes de la marine. 

" SaMajefte a pareiHement accorde 
une penfion far les tbnds d^s tnvalides 
de la marine a la Demoifelle Green 
de Saint-Marfimlt, Soemr de l'officier 
de ce Horn qui a etc tue dans le com- 
bat. Elle a poorvu d'ailleurs au fort 
des veuves & 6e$ enfans des officiers* 
mariniers & Matelots tues dans Tac- 
tion, & elle a accorde aux blefles des 
gratifications proportionnees a leura 
bleflures, ainfi qu'une gratification 
gencrale 1 tout Tequipage, au partage 
de laquelle les veuves des morts feront 
admifcs." 

Thefe noWe afts of public grati- 
tude to diftmguifh naval valouiv 
the London Gazette does not an* 
nounce to die nation to have been 
imitated by the King of England, at 
the commencement of a war, to at 
leait equal Engliih valour, No ho- 
nours are conferred on the brave 
Captain Marfhal, the commander of 
theArethufa, nor on any of his officers. 
No gratifications of any kind are 
given to the furviving valiant crew ; 
no pennons fettled on their widows or 
orphans. No mark of the private 
fatisfaclion of the fovereign to a me- 
ritofious officer from a prince* who- 
has a penfion of 900,0001. a year 
from the nation, and an income of 
above a million, on the eve of a war 
with the ancient enemy of this king* 
dom, to encourage and animate ft 
fleet, on which our domeftic tran- 
quility and fecurity entirely de* 
pend. 

It is obferved by a correfpondent, 
that France and England have in the 
compafs of a century had two So- 
vereigns, who were rfieir awn mini- 
ders. After the death of Cardinal 
Mazariif, Louis XIV. gbverned with- 
out any Prime Miniften George Hf; 
has beea his oWn minifter. The 
event way proiperoa* to France*, moll 
difgraccfttt 
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difgracerui to England Louis XIV, 
increafed his dominions with the im- 
portant acquisitions of Alface, Franche 
Comte, the three considerable Bimo* 
pricks of Mentz, Verddn, and Toul, 
French Flanders, the remainder of 
ArtoiSy the Nivernois, Ace. &c. &c. 
George III. hai already loft the Co- 
lonies of New Hampshire, Mafla- 
chufettt Bay, Rhode Ifland, and Pro- 
vidence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylva- 
ma, the Counties of New-Caitle, 
Kent, and Suflex on Delaware, Ma- 
ryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
and Georgia, but the fame Minifier 
fiill continues in England*- 
ExtraS of a Utter from Port/mouth, 

" Arrived at St Helen's, where 
they came to an anchor on the 27 th 
in the morning, Admiral Keppel, 
with his whole fleet, except the Fox, 
Pfoferpine, and Milford, which were 
left cruizing ; and this morning two 
prizes, taken by the Fox, arrived 
nere, viz. the PAmiable Vitfoire, 
Vincent, from Martiiuco, with fugar, 
coffee, and cotton, for Havre de 
Grace ; and the St. Martha, De- 
taUe, from Havre lor Breft, with 
flour. 

t *« Laft night Lord Sandwich ar- 
rived at this place, and early this 
morning, with Sir Thomas Pye, 
went off to Admiral Keppel at St. 
Helen's." 

Admiral Keppel brought with 
him the two French frigates. The 
Arethufa was fo much mattered in 
the engagement, that me is obliged 
to go into port to refit. The fleet 
received certain information, that the 
Breft fqudron confifted of 28 fail of 
the Kne ready for fea, befides five 
fitting out. Admiral Keppel thought 
it not prudent to rifle an engagement 
with to unequal a force, and has de- 
manded a reinforcement. Thus in 
the beginning of a* war with France, 
through the bad management of mi- 
Hitters, our fleet, 'hat iu the laft war. 



blocked up the French in their poVfey ' 
is not equal in ftrength to meet the 
Bred fquadron. In the laft war, there 
were no lei s than twenty- five thoufaad 
American feameh, on board the royal 
navy, We nowVant their aiftftancc ; * 
and inltead of having it, they arc * 
again ft us. 

The Captain of the fchooner 
which engaged the Alert, threw his 
commiffion over-board, before he 
ftnick. She was not manned with 
French, but with all nations, many . 
Dutch, fome Trim, Sec, 
Bxtr&8 of a letter from Go/part* 

4€ Yefterday came into the harbour 
the two French frigates, the one of 
32 guns, the other of 36, taken by 
Admiral KeppePs fleet ; and in the 
evening the prifoners were guarded 
by the militia to Forton prtfbn, Sec*** 
Extratf of a letter from Port/mouth % 
July 12. 

" The l'Aimable ViSoire, with 
rum and fugar, for Havre; and the Le 
St. Martha, with flour for Brcil, 
failed out of harbour yellerday on 
their refpeclive voyages : they were 
fent in here by the 'Fox man of war, 
but flncereleaied." 



For /^REMfiMBRANC£t. 

The beft and braved: Admiral in 
England, is returned to St, Helen's, 
after having commenced hostilities 
againft the French. Ideas may pofl- 
fi-bly occur, even to the docile peo- 
ple of England, and pertinent quef-< 
tions may hereafter be aflted of the 
men now in power, how it happens 
that, after fo long a preparatipn for 
war, and- fuoh extraordinary exer- 
tions for equipment, we have been 
able to produce 20 fail of the line,. 
four frigates, and a flre-fhip only?' 
With thus force Mr. Keppel under- 
took to meet the French fleet of 24 
fail of the line, as many frigates, and 
fjme fire-fhips. The undertakings 
correspondent with the character of 
the - man, and the officer* and men of. 

the 
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tie ffeet were folicito'us to give the 
odds, and fight the nation's battle ; 
the firft blood was drawn by Captain 
Marftal; that gentleman has ad* 
ded another proof of the fuperiority 
of Englifh valour. Truth herfelf will 
call him courageous, but candour 
muft allow the Frenchman, was not 
backward. Indeed, if an inference 
of the conduct of the whole fleet 
can be drawn by a fmgle frigate, Mr. 
Keppel will, with all his feill and va- 
lour, find ample employment. Cap- 
tain Fairfax, of the Alert, acled alio 
^kh great fpirit, and took his op- 
ponent. Two more frigates were 
taken by other mips. This is a plain 
unequivocal language, and was likely 
to produce fuch an anfwer from the 
French as the Englifh Admiral, of- 
ficers, and men have long wiihed for ; 
but mark the fequel, two days af- 
terwards authentic accounts are 
broughtto the Englifh, that the French 
fleet in Breft coniifts of 28 fail of the 
line, and the Fox frigate in her paf- 
fage to the Englifti fleet met, and 
was chaced by five more oiF Uftiant. 
Mr. Keppel is not to be difgraced by 
lys Majefty's Minifters, but too great 
a fuperiority obliges him to retire to 
collect more force. It is now time 
to advert to the promifes of Admi- 
wftration, and the firft Lord of the 
Admiralty, as delivered in the Houfe 
of Lords. The Earl of Sandwich 
faid he ftiould think it a matter of 
impeachment againft any firft Lord 
of the Admiralty, who could not 
turn out a maritime force fuperior to 
the French and Spaniards united. 
Thefe pofitions were advanced within 
doors, and pretty generally delivered 
without. A few difcontented pa- 
triots fuggefted their doubts, but they 
were immediately explained away as 
fa&jous. There is fomething like 
patriotifm in the navy t«o; fome 
plain fpcken men, whofe names are 
to be found in the line of battle, 
begin to fay there is fomething wrong 
about the ruling power. It is the 



practice of fhefe gentlemen 1 , whert- 
ever they are at a lofs for reafons, to 
have recdurfe to ancient cuftom ; it 
is in fome inflances recommended to 
them by the ^nicies of war. They 
have been turning over the Naval 
Hiftory, page by page, and cannot 
find a precedent for the tvbdle Eng- 
lifh navy (except the detachments 
which were preceded by fimilar ones 
from France) leaving the French 
coaft, b^caufe they thought the French 
were preparing to come out. If the 
Spaniards will be kind enough to for- 
bear, men of fanguine minds think * 
Mr. Keppel will be able to meet the 
French in a few weeks ; if they 
unite, the good people of England* 
headed by their gracious Sovereign, 
muft repair to the tented field. * • 

His Majefty is now in a fair way * 
of gratifying his military ardour, not 
in a mock battle upon Blackheath, 
but in a bufinefs that will require all ' 
his courage and ability. He will 
very foon have an opportunity of' 
knowing the value of his troops, and 
how far he has been juftified, during 
his whole reign, in his contumelious* 
manner of treating- Naval Officers. 
They have gallantly ftept forth, in* 
the hour of danger, with an offer of. 
their lives, not in profeffion* or ad- 
drefles to the beft of Sovereigns, but 
for the good of their country, and- 
their profeflional honour. His Ma- 
jefty's Minifters and friends ftiould 
not over- match them. Let them be 
fairly pitted, they will (land cutting' 
very well. The beft breed of his fca. 
fowl is in Admiral KeppeFs fleet ; if - 
that is deftroyed, the race will be ex* 
tincl. r 

To Mr. James .Twitchsr. . 
I do not know which to admire 
moil, the abandoned impudence you 
ftill continue to make ufe of> or the- 
folly of thofe who fuiFer you to im» 
pofe on the public. But the affairs - 
of this once great nation are now fo, 
truly alarming, that to be filent is a 

crime. 
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crhne f It can never be too often re- office, 
peated, that when, for the comple- 
♦tion of minifterial folly, you was ap- 
pointed to the naval adminiftration in 
,1771, there was then reported, by 
.the furveyor of the navy, 8 (hips of 
the4ine fit for fervice, 24. more in 
■want of repair, and 16 building. 
jSince that period, there has been 

f ranted more money than ever was 
nown in former times, and more 
.than fufficient to have built 100 (hips 
.of the line, and a proportional num- 
ber of frigates. What is now the 
ftate of the navy h — Worfe, confider- 
ably worfe, than you found it. Re- 



and liable Co the fevereft ro» 
prehenfion for his neglect. Strange, 
that a man mould be fo loit u> all 
fenfe cf fhame ! What is nu»v the 
Aate of facls ? With draining every 
nerve, diitrtiiiug even your coafling 
trade and fiihermen by an embargo 
as the.laft great effort, you force out 
twenty iaii of the line, which, to ufc 
a vulgar phrafe, (language beft fuited 
to you) were fitted out by theparifh; 
they were, to look into Breft, and, 
as formerly, to bid defiance to the 
fleet of France; but, miferable re- 
verie, they were obliged to retreat 
before they got half way, to avoid a 



duced in numbers, and in its ftate .very fupeiior force. It then appeared 
and condition of (hips, rotten and the French had 28 (hips of the line at 



crippled. As to Aores, your maga- 
zines, at home are emptied ; abroad, 
there is a total want. But that bare 
aflertions between you and me may 
not ferve, I fhall fupport them by 
facls, uncontrovertible fads. Whtn 
every effort was made to equip Ad- 



fea, and fix more ready to join them. 
You thought to have truited to the 
fupenor abilities of the Commander 
Oi our fleefi, and, in cafe of acci- 
dents, to have thrown the blame on 
him; you would have rifqued the 
fate of this country on a battle with 



miral Byron's fleet, were tuey not .fuch an evident fuperiority. Luckily 



< forced to take the fails, and even the 
running rigging, from thofe (hips 

• ithat remained at Spithead in a pre - 
. tended ftate of readinefs? Have not 

the commanding officers on the dir- 
- ferent ftations applied for fupplies of 
-ftores, and told you, that without 

fuch fupplies their cruizers could not 

* keep.the fea ? And what is this owe- 
ing to, neither fails nor cordage ever 
came from America, and money has 
been, molt profufedly granted? You 
have repeatedly boafled pablicly of 
the ftate of the navy, and with an 

■ impudence peculiarly your own, you 
'declared, that whenever there was 
iDCcafioni the fuperiority, in point of 
pnmbers, of bur fleets, would be 
manifeft to the world, and that you 
would gain the applaufe, and not 
merit the cenfure, of your country. 
With a confidential, afiurance that 
impofed on many, you declared, that 
whoever iufrered the fleets of the 
Houfe of Bourbon to be fuperjor to 

.pur* own, was totally unfit ibr his 



the fuperior abilities of the Com- 
mander in Chief faved this country 
from your infidious treachery. It 
was not from want of information 
you acted in this manner; you knew, 
and 1 fpeak pofitiveiy, more than a 
twelvemonth fmce, that the fleet at 
Breit was to be compofed of thirty 
fail of the line ; you knew on the re- 
turn of Lord Stormont, . that there 
were 27 fail 6f the line ready for fea. 
Are you then in any way to be jufti- 
fied for fending only 20 fail of the 
line off Breft, particularly when yon 
knew you could not refit one (hip, if 
me was di fabled? Your prefent prac- 
tice will not ferve you long ; the 
many falfe accounts you have al- 
ready given, make even truths from 
you Aiipedled. But your endeavour- 
ing to depreciate the Commander in 
Chief, only raifes him higher ; when- 
ever you make people compare . his 
character with your own, you fink 
below contempt. The falfe reports 
you have propagated of the numbers 

of 
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#f (he P/wiek fleet will not do ; an 
infnlted country Will call for informa- 
tion* yon will not dare to withhold ; 
*when yoar convoys are intercepted, 
And your merchants ruined, they will 
enquire into the caUfe of their pri- 
vate misfortunes, though they have 
ftut their eye» to thofe of their 
Country. 



) 



tendon, July 12. The fituatfcm ©f 
£bis country at this time, is truly cri- 
tical. Every thing is left to the 
tkaptcr of accidents* The Minifters 
fcave no flan. They confefs it ; and 
add, they know not how to form any 
plan* The King, they fay, is fo en- 
tirely his o*wn minijler, they prefume 
.nor to offer any thing to him ; except 
the temporary and imntediaU buftnefs 
*>f the day. 

July iS. His Majefty, with the 
mofl unwearied affiduity, continaes 
to be his own Minifter. Every thing 
is done according to his direction, 
*4nd every thing feems to profper ac- 
cordingly. Not an Enfign's com- 
miflion does he fign, till he has en- 
quired into, and fettled every thing 
relative to him. Lord Amherft is 
only nmin&L In fhort, this great' 
Kingishisown Commander in Chief, 
his own Lord High Admiral,, and his 
'Cwn Prime Miniiler. 



Port/mouth, July 14. After ex- 
. erring ourfelves to the utmoft, ran- 
facking every place, and leaving no 
means untried, Admiral Keppel- is 
'fct length failed again with a rein- 
forcement. He is gone to Plymouth, 
where he will take all that has been 
collected there. The fortunate ar- 
rival of the Levant, the firit Jamaica 
and Leeward Ifland fleets, was very 
feafonable. All the feamen were 
.jpreffed. Admiral'Keppel could not 
have had a reinforcement of above 
four fhips, if thefe fleets had not ar- 
rived, for want of men. The Wor- 
cefler, which convoyed the Levant 
fleet has joined Admiral Keppel. 



Plymuth, J*fy r8. Admferf 
Keppel has had all the affiftance we 
could give him, and he is goat* 
The reinforcement confifts of tbe< 
Duke, of 90; Formidable, 90; 
Centaur, Shrewfbury, Thunderer, 
Terrible, Vengeance, 74; Worces- 
ter and Defiance, 64 ; making in all 
29 fail of the line and 5 frigates. 
The Yarmouth, which came from 
the Weft-Indies, was to have mads 
die 30th fhip of the line, but fhe was 
found to be fo foul {he could not go. 
The Vengeance and Defiance were 
not completely manned ; the crew of 
the Thunderer had the fmall-pcoc j 
the Shrewsbury and Terrible the 
jail diftemper. Admiral KtppePt 
former, fleet, fee p. 205* 

Bufty July%. In con&quence of 
the hoftilities committed by the Eng- 
lish, our fleet has been reinforced, 
and has gone to &a. [None of the 
French accounts iay / exactly what 
force the French fleet is ; but it is 
generally fuppofed to cemfsft of ja or 
3 3 (hips 6f the line, 17 or 1 3 frigates, 
and 4 prames.] 

Paris, July zo. On the 3th inft t 
the King's naval armament failed 
from the Road of Breft. 

The Count d'Orvillicn, Lieute- 
nant-general, commands in chief the 
armament, which is divided into 
three fquadrons. The white fquadron 
carries the General's flag ; the white 
and blue that of Count Duchaffauk, 
Lieutenant-general; the blue fqua- 
dron is commanded by the Duke de 
Chartres, Lieutenant«general, 

The Commanders of the fecarid 
and third divifions of each fquadron ? 
are, of the white, the Count de Gui- 
chen, Admiral^ and the Sieur Hec- 
tor, Captain of the fhip ; of the white 
and blue, the Count de ftoche- 
chouart, Admiral, and the Chevalier 
de Bauflet, Captain ; and of the blue 
the Count de Grafle, Admiral, and 
the Chevalier de Mbnteil, Captain. 

The Captains of the flags of the 
three Commands* of <he fquadroo, 

are 
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ar* as Jbjlow, _v» jfcftjof- the : Gene- rions, ofjnyfajrate la Lkorae> and 



■nfl, the Sieurj?uplinls Faribault ; .of 
Ac Cojint J>uchan r auk , $, the Bieur 
Huon dc Karmadec ; and of the 
Duke ,d,e Chartres's flag, the'Sieur 
de la Matte Piquet, Admiral, and 
under him the Sieur de Monperoux, 

, On the $th infWfa^.the above arma- 
ment 'being oifUflia.nt, the Curieufe 
gutter often guns, four pounders, 
commanded by the Chevalier .duRu- 
main, ,jgaxe .chace to a Utilp which he 
faw at a diflance, and being arrived 
wkhia hearing, ordered her to lie to : 
tab Ihipf whofe tag declared her to 
he Engliih, would not comply with 
0l£ prder. The frigate Ipnigenle, 
coffunanded by the Sieur 4e Kerfcint, 
joined the other fhip at this inflant, 
nailed ber, and bid Ae Captain come 
and fpeak to the General ; on a for- 
ma] refii&I made by the Captain, the 
Sieur de JLexiaiut gave .orders for £r- 
ing r and on the fc& ihot the ihip 
Jkruclc Jier colours. J 
* This ihip is tlie King of England *» 
frigate t^e Lively, ofki guns nine- 
jpoundjws, and 1 20 men^ commanded 
to Captain Biggs. Tjhe Iphigenie 
Jaaviug brought the fhip. to the Gene- 
ral, the Count d'OrvBliers ordered 
pit Ip&genie to conduct her to Breft, 
^rhere ihe arrived on .the roth inftant. 
betters received here from Madrid, 
-pf the jr$th jniiant, announce the ar* 
fxv%\ of the galloons at Cadiz on the 
^ojh njt«,whjcl> intereitiAg news has 
Occasioned great joy. 
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Xwij/tatioft of she King e/FxAVCt's 
Letter t*tbe Admirml ^"Frakcs, 
#vtbori/me 9 rnnd empowering him tp 
ijfue out letters of reprifal againft 
-thejbifs 0/ $fa f*&j$8s of Great? 
Sri tain, 

.UyCouftn, ' Jn?yiQ, 1 77 J. 
The lmuu oitered to my flag by a 



la Pallas, and of my flopp le Courcur ; 
the feizuire at fea, and the coniifca- 
tion of the ihips belonging to my 
fubjecls, committed by England 
ajgainii the faith of treaties ; the con- 
tinued diiiurhanoe and damage which 
that power has brought upon the 
maritime commerce of raj .kingdom*, 
and of my Colonies in America, a* 
well by their fhips of war, as by their 
privateera, whom The has authorized 
and excited to commit *hefe depre- 
dations ; all thefe injurious pro- 
ceedings together, but molt particu- 
larly the iniult offered to ray Hag, 
have forced me to iet hounds to t;h« 
moderation I had.proppied to myfelf, 
and do not permit ine any longer, to 
fufpend theefrcelsof *my itfentment; 
the dignity of my crown, and that 
prote&ioa which 1 owe to my fubjetts, 
demand that I Ihould atlength -mak* 
reprifals, andaft hofUlely agatnfl: £ng- 
land, and that my veffels ihall attach 
and endeavour to take or deitroy alf 
the veflels, or other /hips belonging to 
the King of England ; and that thef 
ftop and feize alike all the Engliih 
merchant (hips they may have an op- 
portunity of taking. I therefore 
write you this letter to inform you, 
ihat having in confequence given or- 
ders to die Commandants of ray fqua- 
drons, and of my fea ports, to dared 
all my Captains of mips to fall upoa 
thofe of the King of England, alfo 
upon all ihips belonging to any of 
Jbis fubje&s, to feize ^pon and carry 
them iijto the ports of my kingdom* 
my intention is, by way of reprifals 
for the captures made upon my fub- 
je£h, by the Engliih parivatecre and 
armed veflels, that you will caufe fc> 
be made put letters of marque and 
reprifals $0 thofe of my faid fubjeflts 
who ihall fue for the faine, and who 
are qualifted to obtain them* by pror- 



frigate of the King of England, to r pofing to fit out (hips of war t with 
wards my frigate la Belle foule ; Tufficicnt force to propeci the_ crews 



and tl^e feizure by an Engliih fqua- 
dron^ In vblation of the -jiaw of nar 

yot.yi, 



employed on board the faid (hips, I 
reft aflured, that I fliall find in the 
H jwdice^ 
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juftice of my caufe, in the valour of. 
my officers, and the equipment of my 
fhips, and in the low of all my fub- 
jeSis, the refources which I have al- 
ways experienced from them j and 
my chief confidence is in the protec- 
tion of the God of Battles $ and j!he 
prefent having no other aim, I pray 
God to take yon, my Coufin, into 
his holy keeping.* Written at Ver- 
failles the 10th of July, 1778. 
< Signed, L O \J I S. 

And underneath, DE §ARTINE, 

TranJIation of a letter from M. DE 

■ SartinE, Minifter and Secretary 
of the Marine Department of France, 

• to the Oncers .of the Admiralty of 

■ Rouen* 

Fer/ailles, July 11, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 
1 The King has written a letter to 
the Admiral, in which his Majefty 
acquaints Him, that it is his inten- 
tion, that the Commanders of his 
(hips and other veffels may have li- 
berty to cruize againft lhbie of the 
King of England, as well as againft 
the fhips belonging to- his fubjetls, 
and to take the fame, and bring 
them into the ports of this kingdom, 
I here add Copies of .the Ordinance, 
which the King has publifhed con- 
cerning the prizes that (hall be made 
at fea by his fhips, frigates*, ' and 
other veffels ; but, by' the next poft, 
I (hall fend you a confideraWe num- 
ber of thefe copies, to be diftributed 
among the officers of the different 
departments, among whom I charge 
•you with difperfing. them, that all 
fea-faring people may know what 
they* owe to. the beneficence of the 
'King, and the new obligations which 
this acl of his munificence impofes on 
'their bravery and gratitude. 

You will do your beft encieaveurs 
to pviblifh them throughout the ex- 
tent of your jurisdiction, and con- 
form yourfelves, in every refpe£t, to 
his MajeftyV intentions on this fub- 
jeft. I-...:.... 
. You will, therefore, forthwith re- 
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ceive the Ifing's Declaration concern- 
ing thefe armaments, and the encou r 
ragement his Majefty grants to navaj 
adventures. I am, Gentlemen, 

. Your affectionate fervant, 
De Sartine, 



TranJIation of, the Ordinance of the 

King of France, concerning the 

Prizes made by hit Majefty* s Jhips, 

frigates, and other *vej/eis 9 date J 

'March' 28, $778. : ^ 

r B y the r K 1 n c 's A utharity ; T 

His Majefty haying caufed : the or- 
dinances and regulations made by 
the Kings, his predeceflbrs, concern- 
ing prizes taken it fea by their ftrips^ 
frigates, and other veffels, to be 
taken into confideration, it thereby 
appears," that the moft favourable ©r-j 
dinances had confined the advantages 
refulting from the capture of prizes. 
to bounties for fhips of war,' and tq 
one third only of the produce of the) 
fale of- merchant mips*'. v Deftrous, 
therefore., .in cafe of a war, to give 
frefh motives of emulation and en- 
couragement to failors ancl foldier* 
compofing the crews of fuch fhips, ii 
is rcfolved, entirely to give up all 
fhips of war and privateers, taken 
from the enemy, to the Commanders, 
officers, and crews of fuch fhips aj 
fhall take them ; and* to referve only 
one third of the value of merchant 
■fhips and their cargoes, for the ufe bF 
the invalid-marine cheft. In thui 
giving up to captors the entire value 
of fhips of w^r, and two thirds oF 
the produce of merchant (hips, hjs 
Majefty is defirous, that the advarfe 
tnges that will refult from thefe new 
diipofuions, which his Majefty's be-. 
neficerce has dictated, fhould influx 
encethe conduct of the. officers, fea- 
men, and .foldlers, employed in his 
mips and other veffels. With this 
view, and affured of the difinterefted 
zeal of the officers of' his marine, he 
•' has not helitated to adopt a divifion 
io much in favour of the feamen ancj 
crews, whofe families will hereby 
partake of the fruits derived front the 

labour 
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labour and valour of tfceir fathers* In 
confequence whereof, his Majefty has 
ordered, and does order, as follows : 

Art. I. All the fhips, frigates, 
and other veflels of war, and all pri- 
vateers belonging to the enemy, 
which fhall be taken by the fhips. 
Frigates, and other vefTels' belonging 
to his Majefty, together with the 
cannon, arms, ammunition, tackling, 



In the prices here fpecified are in* 
eluded the artillery, ammunition, 
tackling, and other appurtenance* 
belonging to fuch fhips and frigates 
of war taken from the enemy ; but 
gold and filver trinkets, jewels, and 
other merchandizes, making part of 
the cargoes, which fhall be found on 
board the faid mips, fhall folely. be- 
long to the officers and crew of the 



provifions> and other appurtenances captors, independently of the price 
belonging to foch prizes, as well as paid by the King for fuch fhips. 
jewels, gold and filver trinkets, mer- Art. IV. His Majefty wifl like- 



chandize, and other effects* making 
part of the cargoes which fhall be 
found in the laid fhips, frigates, 
floops, or privateers, fhall folely be- 
long to the officers and crew of fuch 
fhip as fhall take them, his Majefty 
giving up all pretenfions thereto, 

Art. II. All merchant fhips be- 
longing to the enemy, including 
thofe that have letters of marque, 
taken by the fhips, frigates, and 
fcther veffels belonging to his Majefty, 
fhall be thus difpofed of, viz. the 
value of two. thirds to the officers and 
crew of the captors> and the value of 
the remaining third to the invalid- 
marine cheft, to which his Majefty 
has given his faid thirds, agreeably 
to the prefent ordinance. 

Art. III. When his Majefty fhall 
judge it proper to retain fhips and 
frigates of war (including thofe of 20 
guns) taken from the enemy, which 
fhall be judged proper for his fervice, 
then the price of them fhall be paid 
to the officers and crews of fuch cap- 
tors, out of the invalid cheft, within 
two months at fartheft, in the follow* 
ing manner : 

Five thoufand livres for each gun 
mounted on a carriage, in fhips of 
go guns and upwards. 

Four thoufand livres for thofe of 
fhips of 80, 74, 70, and 6$ guns. 

Three thoufand five hundred livres 
for thofe of. fhips of 64, 60, and 50 
guns. 

And three thoufand livres for thofe 
*ffrigat«s. 



Wife retain in his fervice all other 
fhips of war, privateers, and mer- 
chant fhips of the enemy, taken by 
his veflels, as well as the cannon, 
arms, tackling, provifions, ammu- 
nition, or merchandize, the whole of 
them, or in part, which fhall be 
found on board the faid veflels, and 
Which may be found neceflary for the 
fupply of his arfenali.. The value of 
theie to be paid within the term of 
two months out of the marine fund, 
according to the eftimation that fhall 
be made thereof by the CommhTion- 
ers appointed by the Marine Council, 
eftablifhed by the ordinance of the 
27th of September, 1776, if taken 
and brought into either of the three 
ports of Breft, Toulon, or Rochfort ; 
and by the officers of the ports, and 
other able judges, if carried into any 
other port of this kingdom, or of the 
Colonies. 

Art*. V. Every thing, which fhall 
not be retained for the ufe of his Ma- 
jefty, fhall be fold in the ufual man- 
ner, even without waiting for judg- 
ment Of confifcation of fuch prizes, 
as fhall appear free from every plea of 
litigation; and all the expencejs of 
every proceeding, warehoufe-room, 
guards, &c. as well as the fix deniers 
per livre, allowed to the invalid-ma- 
rine cheft, fhall be paid out of the 
produce arifing from fuch eftimations, 
valuations, and fales. 

Art. " VI. With' refpecT: to the 
fhips, frigates, and other veflels of 
war, as well as privateers, belonging 

I i z to, 
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to the encmv, which (hall be funk, 
burnt, u* otherwife destroyed, by the 
mips, frigates, or other veifcls of his 
IVIajefty, the crews of which fhall be 
brought into any part of the king- 
dom, or thofc of the Colonies belong* 
ing to his Majefty, upon authentic 
proof thereof, the officers and crews 
of fuch (hips and veflels (hall receive, 
out of the invalid cheft, as follows : 

Eight hundred Jivres for efcch gun 
mounted on a carriage, and belong- 
ing to (hips of the enemy's line of 
battle. 

Six hundred Iivres - for each gun 
belonging to frigates or other (hips of 
war. 

And fbur hundred' livres fot each 
gun belonging to a privateer. 

Art. VII. The produce ofpfizes 
and bounties belongings to whole 
fleets, or divifions of fleets, or any 
(ingle (hip or other velTel of his Mar 
jelly, being on- any particular x deftL- 
nation, (hall be thus divided : 

One third among the General Of- 
ficers, Commanders, and inferior of- 
ficers of (hips,, frigates, and other 
veflels. 

And the other two thirds among 
the crews. 

Art. VIIIV The third part allot*- 
ted to the General Officers, Com- 
manders, and inferior officers, fhall 
be considered as brie common fund, 
in which all iheofficer*iof"a flee,t, or 
divifion, of a fleet, , or ,any firiglerftip 
or other yeflel, being, on any particu- 
lar deftination, (hall have theif;equal 
(hares, without any regard being; had 
to the force of fuch veflels : thus, the 
Vice-admiral; to have thirty parts $ 
the Lieutenant-general, twenty ; the 
Captain, of a man of war, five.; and 
©fa frigate, three and a half;, the 
Lieutenant of a man. of war, t two J; 
and of a frigate, one, &c. &c. 

Art. IX. This article regulates 
the manner in which the remaining 
two thirds are to be divided among 
the crews, and! of; which the failvrs 
have one'part. *' ** > 



Ant, X: The officers of Tartl 
forces, embarked- on boiard any of 
his MajeltyVfhipsor otherveflelsy or 
on board * arme<r tf anfports, oil ac- 
count of the'King, (hall divicit their 
pri zes -according ttf their degrees , cor*- 
refpemding with thofe of the marine* 
anlthe-fubalterns*and foldien of the 
faid troops (hall be* treated as' th* 
Royal corps of marine. 

Akt. XL The crews' of rflerchaiA 
(hips employed to attend tJrc-fleets, 
ana freighted'" and' an»ed on account 
of his Majefty, and of which thfc 
Captains' (hall be provided, fbr thfc 
voyage, with a commiffcoft* in thfc 
navy, (hall partake of prizes <itt thfc 
following, manner :, 

The Captain to have one haffpart; 
oujMof : the third belonging; to thfc o£ 
freer*. 

Out of the two*thlrds teloigitig tc* 
the crews; the fetond captaiiVitohavtr 
four, parts ; each lieatetiakt, thre* 
parts ; each naval* officer, two parts'; 
each Tailor, one part^each ordinary 
feaman, three fourths of a part j and 
each cabin-boy, half a part; 

Art. XII. When- any fleet' ofr 
fquadron v (hall be. at : anchor m'any 
pott; and 'any part of; thent (hairb* 
fent on a. cruize, and make prize?, 
the third of ' the value of iach *prtles, 
given up by the King to ihfc officers 
and crews; as weli as the' bounties^ 
(hdl belong to fuch 1 crufzefi, wkhbtit 
dividingany part with the refr'ofthfe 
fteet Of fo;uadrOn it 'anchor; and thfc 
two other thirds (hall be added to thfc 
general (lock of the produce - of 
prizes,' to* be 4 divided, afwellbfe- 
tween fuch .(hips as . were "fent on thfc 
cruize, as tho(e m which remained at 
anchor V but the produce" of ptlitt, 
which.fhali be taken by any fhrpaddi 
tached* ffom f the * fteet " of - (quadraa 
while out at fea^whether by chace cfr 
otherwife, (hall belong in common 
td the faid fleet or^qnadron:, agree- 
ably to the firft, fecond, and feVetftk 
articles, without* any * deducHoH* in 
favour of the captors. 

Art*, 
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Art. XITI. \theh privateers or 
artried veffels fhall be ordered by the 
Commanders of fleets, fhips, or fri- 
gates of his Majeity, to fail out of 
port with" them, or to join them at 
feai in fuch cafe only, the faid pri- 
vateers- mall* partake of the produce 
of prizes ana bounties, during the* 
time they mall accompany fuch fleet, 
and their marts determined according 
to the number of their carriage guns, 
without any regard to their weight of 
metal, or numbers of their crews; 
and in proportion to the number of 
guns of the-othcr mips and veffels of 
his Majefty, in whofe company fuch 
prizes mail be made. Thus* for ex- 
ample : if a privateer mounts cwenty 
guns, and the King's fleet cbnfifls of 
a feventy-four and a fixty-four gun 
flap, and a frigate of thirty guns, 
they fhall then divide the whole into 
orie'hundred and eighty-eight parts, 
of which one "hundred* and fixty-eight 
mall belong", to the fleet, and the re 
iriaining' twenty to the privateer. 

In cafe his Majefty's faid fhips or 
refTels mall' be detached from a fleet 
or fqyadrbn at anchor in a port; the 
part-belonglng. to the faid privateers 
(hall be regulated as if the detached 
(hips formed a particular fquadron of 
themfelves, without any regard to 
thbfe mips, which, being at anchor, 
amid not contribute to the capture; 
and the part which mall belong to 
hi* Majeiry's mips, mall be divided 
among them agreeably to the twelfth 
article. 

Art. XIV, In all cafes where the 
laid privateers, :i not having been re- 
quired to join, his Majefty's mips, 
mall' make prizes "in fight of the faid 
mips, fuch'prizes fhall folely belong 
to the faid privateers, who, on their 
£de, mall have no'claim on the prizes 
made by his Majefty's mips in their 
fight. 

Art. XV. His Majefly, defirous 
of afiifting thofe who may be wouhdr 
jed,' as welf'as theVidows and chil- 
dren of luck feamen, as may be 



killed in engagements, dire'&fc tha£ 
at the end of each voyage, the Ma~ 
rine Council, eftabliihed in fudk 
ports, fhall determine what boafttf 
fhall be necefTary for* fuck perfoni 
wounded in' battle, as" well as to th£ 
"widows and children of thofe wi* 
fhall be killed,- or afterwards die of 
their wounds; independently of the 
penfions which' ihall be granted to 
fuch wounded men, who, in confe- 
quence of their wounds, are incapable 
of ferving"; as well as 'to fuch widow 
•whofe fituation fhall require affi&anog, 

Art. XVI. ?he treafurer of t3* 
invalids of the marine fhall giVe * 
parttcular account of the third c£ tim 
produce of merchant fhips taken from 
the enemy, which his MajeUy has 
given up to the faid cheft of invalids j 
and alfo an account of the particular 
fums, which the' faid cheft fhall have 
bccafion to pay, as well for the eftt- 
mations and bounties laid thereon bjr 
the third, fixth, and fifteenth ar- 
ticles, as for fuch extraordinary 
bounties as his Majefty fhall pleafe to- 
beftow on dLftinguiihed merit. 

Art. XVII. His Majefty furthe* 
enjoins all Commanders of ihips, and i 
other pfficers of his marine, exa&lv 
to conform to every thing prefcribed 
'in the different ordinances refpecling 
the capture of prizes, and particu- 
larly the ordinance of the 3d' ©^Ja- 
nuary, 1760, which orders them, as 
well as thofe- wire are detached to 
bring in prizes, to .deliver, within 
twenty-four hours, to the Regiilex» 
of the Admiralty at the ports to 
which fuch prizes lhall be carried, a 
formal and circuraftantial declaration 
of what ihips or veflels were in com- 
pany, when fuch prizes were taken, 
under pain of being deprived of their 
ihares of fuch prizes. 

His Majefty orders and commands 
the Duke de Penthievre, Admiral of 
France, the Vice-admirals, Lieute- 
nants-general, Commodores, Cap- 
tains and other officers' of (hips, 
Commanders of fhips, frigates, and 

other 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 24* ) 

CVther veflels, Cpmmanders of ports, Manifesto, »r bectarttun of.ibi 



Comptrollers of tne navy, Commit 
faries-general of ports and arfenalsj 
the Officers of the Admiralty, and all 
others whom it may concern* to pay 
due attention, in their different de- 
partments, to the execution of tills 
ordinance. 

Given at Verfailles, the twenty- 
eighth of March, one thoufartd fevea 
Hundred and feventy eight. 

Signed, LOUIS. 

Counterfigned, DE SARTINE. 

Tbe Duke de Penthievre, Admiral 
of France t Governor and Lieutenant- 
general for the King in bis Pfo- 
*uince of Bretagne. 
In obedience to the above ' ordi- 
nance of the Kingi addreffed to us, 
we command all thofe over whom 
our power extends, to execute, and 
caufe it to be executed, each in their 
different departments, according to 
the form and tenor of the fame ; we 
order the Officers of the Admiralty to 
conform thereto, as far as it concerns 
them, and to caufe , it to be entered 
in their regiflers. 

Given at Anet, the fourth of May, 
one thoufand feven hundred and (e- 
venty-eight. 

Signed, L. I. M. de Bourbon. 

Counterfigned. 
By order of his Serene Highnefs, 
Signed, De Grandbourg. 



Berlin, July 10, 1778. 
The following Manifefto was remit- 
ted yefterday to the different fo- 
reign Minifters rending at this 
Court, and was publifhed here this 
day ; ia confquence of which his 
Excellency Count Cobentzel, the 
Imperial AmbafTador here, quitted 
this capital foon in the morning, 
and letters of recall were immedi- 
ately difpatched to Baron de Rei- 
defel, his Pruffian Majefty's Mini- 
,. iter at the Court of Vienna, 



Motives <whicb engaged bis Majefy 
the King of Prussia to make iuai( 
againft the Emperor ^German*". 
His Majefty the King of Pruffia 
was in hopes, ever fince the treaty of 
peace of Hubertfbtfrgh, to live in 
con ft ant harmony with the Court of 
Vienna, and with that view, his Ma- 
jefty has employed all poffible means 
to cultivate the friend/nip and affec- 
tion of their Imperial and Royal Ma-i 
jefties the Emperor and the Empreft 
Queen of Hungary. If is, therefore, 
with the gfeateft grief and concern, 
that his Majefty finds this good har* 
mony difturbed by the unexpected 
difmembering of the Electorate of 
Bavaria, undertaken by the Court of 
Vienna, after the death of the late 
Eleftor of that Country. His Majefty 
could not help immediately con- 
flderifig thefe proceedings as directly 
oppofite to all juftice, and the knowd 
rights of the neareft heirs to the do-* 
minions and allodials of Bavaria % 
but alfo contrary to the fafety, liberty; 
laws, and confutation of the German 
Empire ; and therefore caufed feveral 
well-grounded, friendly, and repeat- 
ed reprefentations to be made to their 
Imperial Majefties, in order to en^ . 
gage them to defifl from their under- 
taking. From hence have refulted 
explications, difcuffions, and nego- 
ciations of long duration, which at 
laft have produced nothing but a ge- 
neral armament throughout ail the 
Auftrian dominions ; and things be- 
ing thus carried to the utraofl extre- 
mity, without any plaufible reafon 
offered by the Court of Vienna for 
its proceedings in this affair, hit 
Pruffian Majefty cannot defift any 
longer from offering to the different 
powers of Europe, to the refpe&ive 
States of the German Empire, as well 
as to the public in general, the jufl 
motives, which have induced him to 
oppofe the difmembering of the Elec- 
torate of Bavaria, and toaffift, witlk 
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^ffl pofliMe zeal, the parties thereby 
ppprefled. To this his Majefty finds 
Jfimfelf in duty bound, as aguarantee 
of the treaty of Weflphalia, as an 
Elector and Prince of the Empire, 
whofe affiilance has been claimed and 
required by his friends and allies, the 
aggrieved Princes, and only legiti- 
mate heirs to the Bavarian dominions 
and allodials ; and laftly as a Mo- 
narch eflentially interefted in the 
confervation of the rights and privi- 
leges, as well as the undifturbed pof- 
feflion of the refpective dominions 
of each member of the German Em- 
pire; and confequently obliged to 
oppofe the difmembering of one of 
the moliconfiderable Electorates, the 
Kghts and titles to which, in virtue 
whereof the Court of Vienna has 
taken poffeffion of the greateft part of 
the faid Electorate, have in the courfe 
of this long negociation been amply 
and forcibly proved to be groundlcfs, 
and founded only on the following 
frivolous pretences, viz. 

1. Uptfn a pretended invefliture 
granted the loth of March, 1426, to 
Albert Duke of Auftria, by the Em- 
peror Sigifmond, who, according to 
iht conllitution of the Empire, had 

-neither right aor power to grant it, 
fcnd who For thefe very reafons, and 
With full' knowledge of the caufe, 

' was obliged to revoke it in the moll 
jolemh manner, in an aflembly of 
the Princes and Ambafladors from the 
different Hate* of the Empire, holden 
for that purpofe, at Prefburg in Hun- 
gary, on tl*e 26th of April, 1429. 

2. Upon an agreement made be- 
tween the faid Emperor Sigifmond 
and the faid Duke Albert of Auftria, 
*}iis fon-in-Iaw, on the 21ft of March, 

1426, which was alfo rendered void 
by the revocation of the above-men- 
tioned invefliture, upon the validity 
of which only it was grounded. 

3. Upon a reverfion of thefe Ba- 
varian dominions, granted to the 

' Houfe of Auftria, in the year 1614, 
fey the Emperor Matthias, who, af- 



ter the example of the Emperor Si- 
gifmond, was obliged to revoke an! 
annihilate the famo in the year 1618, 
4. Upon a Convention of the third 
of January, 1778, extorted by force 
from his Serene Highnefs the prefent 
Elector Palatine ; which, though it 
had been made with his free confent, 
would be of no validity notwithftand^ 
ing, fince that Prince has neither the 
right to violate the laws of the Gerv 
man „ Conllitution, nor the family 
compacts of his Houfe, nor that of 
difpofing of his hereditary dominion! 
to the prejudice of his heirs and fuc- 
ceflbrs. In fhort, a Convention which. 
is directly contrary to the capitula-. 
tion of his prefent Imperial Majefty; 
to the guarantee of his own Houfe 
to the treaty of Munfter ; to the 
Golden Bull ; to the treaties of Pa^ 
via in 1329 and 1529; to that of 
Ofnabruck in 1620 ; and to the treaty 
of Weftphalia in 1648 ; as alfo to the 
different family compacts between the 
Houfes of Bavaria and Palatine made 
in the years 1425, 1524, 1724, 
1746, 1766, 1771, and 1774, all 
of which were founded upon the 
treaty of Pavia, and approved anA 
confirmed by the different Emperors 
and Electors, agreebable to the laws 
and conltitution of the Ecipire. 

It is confequently in confideratioa 
of thefe manifeil contraventions of 
the Court of Vienna, that his Pruffitft 
Majelly has done all that lay in his 
power to engage his Imperial Ma- 
jefty peaceably to evacuate the Ba- 
varian dominions, and to fubmit hit 
claims and pretenfions, conformably 
to the laws and conftitution, to a le- 

fal docifion of the Princes and Mem- 
ers of the Empire. But all his ef- 
forts and reafonablepropofitions, far 
from making any impreflion upon 
the minds of their Imperial Majefties, 
have had no other effect than an 
offer made by the Court of Vienna, 
that in cafe his Pruffian, Majelly 
would not oppofe tfieir difmemberine; 
the Electorate of Bavaria, the Houie 
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ef -Austria, from 

tmit> vvoulJ make no pppofition to 
tne remitting of the Margraviate of 
Anfpach-Bareith to the Electorate of 
^rander*b»rgh, after the deceafe of 
t|ie prefent reigning Margrave. This 
gpopofttion leads to three different 
important obfervations : i. It clearly 
demonftrates that ihe Cpart of Vi- 
enna is fenfible of the illegality of its 
taking ppfleffion of the Bavarian ter- 
fcuones, as.otherwife it would not of- 
fer a prctertded indemnification to 
the King of Pruflia, who, as their 
Imperial Majcfties pretend, Jias no 
tight to controul them in their pro- 
jects, 2. It intimates an intention 
\d the Court of Vienna, to qo^ftion 
(he natural rights, univerf^Ily ac- 
knowledged as inconteitible, .of the 
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a fenfc of grati- to undertake, js k has^foeeji fiiffici- 



ently proved that t^e Court of Vi- 
enna has began the aggreffcon, by in- 
vading the Bavarian dominions with- ' 
out any right or title, and wreftjnjj , 
from the Palatine Houfe tfcejuft re- 
verfion of its patrimony. Jlis Jjfiir 
jefty therefore hereby declares, that 
his fole objeel in this meafure t> to 
fupport the laws and cpnftitutipn of 
the German Empire, which have 
been injured in jthe moil arbitrary 
manner by the very Prince,, who from 
his quality as Chief of *he Empire, 
ought to have been thejr m,o5 Jptrenv- 
ous protestor ; to ajftft thofip Frince$ # 
bis friend; and allies, who are thercy 
\>y injured and ppprefled ; and tjaaf 
}>e has no other particular view* 
therein, than Jiis own (ecjiiity awi 



legitimate fucceffion of the Howie of -the confcryation of the fyjtfm of the 
|bandenbnrgh to the Margraviate of Empire, having, £qr tjus purpoje, 
^nfpach-Bareith ; a dpuSt, whic^ given many repeated and cofiviocieg 



yexfonified injustice itfelf would hard- 
ly .dare to exprefi. 3. That if eveo. 
jthc reverfion of Anfpach-Bareith to 
tjie Houfe of Brandenburgh was ma- 
^ifeftly unjufl, their Imperiaf Majef- 
jies woul.4 t» c » notwitljilanding, ready 



proofs of his difintercjlednefs, &nr? 
ing the whole courfepf tfeis jopg ne- 
gotiation . His Pr ufli an Maje^y SPj&t 
Jequcntly- flatters himjelf, t^at .not- 
only the ^J&fcnt fate* of tfc$ f&m? 
pire, but alfo all (he rffpeaive 



{0 acknowledge and fupport the fame j>pwers of Europe, and efpeeially 
>y force, to the prejudice of the par- /thofe which are. guarantee^ tp th£ 
lies that might be interefled therein!, treaty of Weftphaha, or whicJj ptherr 

wife are intereifed in thcAntegnal corir 
fervation pf the great an4 retpecfcbte 
Crmanic Body, on which, i* agreaj 
meafure, depends^he happineG of *U 
Europe ; that thefe powers an4 ft»W 
will acknowledge the jvftice nf the 
*war <vhich tbt K in g fi n 4* fywffJf 
obliged hereby U derfqrf egfljnh ttt$ 
fftiife ef'Mpia-, and, that f»r rrott 
opppfing him in his undertaking, 
the faid powers and (l^tcs wijl jabber 
join and aflift him by fuch means a* 
thc-Jr wifdom (hall fugged,- tp oblige 
the Court of Vienna tp dejift from its 
usurpation of the Bavarian domini- 
ons, tp maintain the treaty of Weft-* 
pfcajia,, and to reftpre an*! prefcrve 
the original fyflem and fundamental 
constitution, of tjie German gmpira. 
Berlin, July 7, 1778. 
Publlfhed 6y order of the KfNO. 
Translation 



provided they were left uncontroulcd 
^n their prefent ufurpation of Bavaria. 
Blft this ofTer, being unju/t, coul^ 
tot be admitted by' the lying c^f 
Fruflia, and therefore their Imperial 
lMajefli.es declared, as the;r finA re- 
jfokltiop ; That tbty ivculJ i;oi ahfo- 
.Liftly t%'&cuatt any fart of the Bavq,- 
sUp territories ; ihat his Prujfi&x 
plajefiy jkculd ackntnxLdgt their rights 
y;ttbbui any farther examination, but 
tf j'atisfied t w$th the manner in *which 
.they ,ba*ve txpeftd the fame, Tke 
king "has thereupon thought proper, 
after the example of the Court of 
■Vienna, to break off all fartfief ne- 
gotiation upon this afoir. 

It would therefore be agamfl all 

reafbn to fuppofehis Pruflian iVIajefty 

to be the aggrefTor in the war, which 

^ie finds hiuftfelf under the necelTny 
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TranJUticjt tftht King of Prussia'/ 
Manifesto, containing bis Majef- 
ty*$ Rem/onsfcr oppofing tbe Emperor 
in tbe uifptemberment of Bavaria. 
The King ever fince the peace of 
Hubertfbo.urg hath flattered himfelf, 
that he fhould live in conflant har- 
jnony with the Court of Vienna, To 
jpreferve that harmony, the King 
lath daily ftudied how to cultivate 
the friendfhip of his Imperial Ma- 
jefly, the Emperor of the Romans, 
and of her, Imperial Majefly, the 
Emprefs- Queen of Hungary and Bo- 
hemia* After having ufed the ne- 
ceflary means, and after having tried 
the moil effectual meafures, it is with 
infinite pain that his Majefly now 
perceives an interruption or this har- 
mony, and that it is difturbed by the 
intended difmemberment of Bavaria, 
which the Court of Vienna hath un- 
dertaken, ever fmce the death of the 
Jate Elector. \ The King cannot con- 
ilder the fcheme now adopted in any 
other light, than as being diametri- 
cally oppoiite to jutlice; contrary to 
-the long eftablifhed allodial free te- 
nures of Bavaria, as well as repugnant 
to the fafety, and deilruclive of the 
liberty of the conftltution of the Ger- 
fstan Empire. 

His Pruffian Majefly hath continu- 
ally reiterated his reprefentations in a 
manner the mod mild and amicable 
to their Imperial Majefties, in order 
to induce them to defift from their 
jdefigns., The refult of thefe, his re- 
^ presentations, were explications, dif- 
cuffions, and tedious negotiations, 
put all his Majefty's proportions and 
endeavours of accommodation have 
not produced any other effect than 
ti^at of a. general armament. Mat- 
ters being driven to the laft extremi- 
ty, his Pruffian Majefly cannot any 
Jpnger difpenfe with giying t® fhe 
differenjt powers of Europe, to the 
' bates of the Empire, and to the world 
at large, the j,uft and real motives, 
whkh engaged him to oppofe the 
views and defigns of their Imperial 
Yot.VI." 



Majeflies'in the difmenrbermetit n£ 
Bavaria, and to engage himfelf in the 
caufe of the opprefTed. His Majefly 
will alfo accompany thofe motives 
with a faithful recital of what hath 
pafled from the commencement of the 
difpute down to the prefent period, 
in this very important and iqtereiling 
affair, and his Majefly will fubjoin 
his j unifications for his oppoiitions £0 
their Imperial Majefties. 

Maximilian Jofeph, Elector and 
Duke of Bavaria, dying on the $cth 
of December, 1777, without leaving 
any defendants, and the Wilhelmir 
nian or Ludovician line of the Houfe 
of Bavaria becoming extinct by that 
demife, the Elector Palatine, as the 
male iflue of the fame father in a di- 
rect line, took pofTeffion the fame day 
of all the country which Jofeph held, 
by virtue of letters patent, puolifhed 
in his name ; and no perfpn whatever 
could doubt, but after this indifpen- 
fible title, the Elector Palatine fhould 
have enjoyed the whole of the Elec- 
torate, except what the allodia! inhe- 
ritors' of the free tenures held. But 
in the middle of January, 1778, it 
was known from all quarters, that 
her Majefly, the Emprds Queen, 
had marched a fcody of her troops 
into Bavaria, and had taken pofjef- 
iion of a confiderable part ©f the 
Electorate, and had made a conven- 
tion wjth the Elector Palatine. On 
the 20th of January, 1778, Prhue 
KaunitzReittJerg, 1 the chancellor of 
the Imperial Court, delivered to tfp r 
ron Reidefel (his Pruflian Majefty's 
envoy at the Court of Vienna) 4s 
well as to all the foreign minifiers at 
the Imperial Court, a refcript, pur- 
porting, " That her Majefly, the 
Emprefs Queen, had her claims on 
the Bavarian fucceflion, which (he 
claimed by a reverfion from the heads 
or chiefs of the fiefs of Bohemia, by 
furvivwihip, on the didncYof Min- 
dlehe^m in Swabia, and by a real 
and bona fide inveftiture given by the 
Emperor Sigifmuad to the Houfe of 

K k Auftria f 
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Auftria. That the Elector Palatine 
had acknowledged thofe claims, and 
that her Imperial Majefty had actu- 
ally marched a fufficient number of 
troops towards' Bavaria, becaufe' the 
Elector Palatine had ta'ken pofleflipn 
of all the Bavarian eftates, but that 
in a fhort time afterwards, all mifuri- 
derftanding being adjufted, me had 
recalled the greateft part of her army 
from Bavaria, and had only left U 
fufficient number of her troops to 
maintain pofleffion." 

His Majefty certainly received this 
intelligence with all due acknowledg- 
ements, but from the general opinion 
. his Majefty entertained of the nature 
of the Bavarian fucceffion^ he held 
himfelf bound to tranfmit to the 
Court of Vienna, by the hands of 
his envoy, Baron Reidefel, delivered 
on the 7th of February," 1778, a re- 
fcript, communicating in very ami- 
cable terms, the following detail of 
his Majesty's doubts and pbferVa- 
tions: 

" " What part of the diftricts in the 
Upper Palatinate,' the Crown of Bo 
hernia would confideras fiefs granted, 
without any exception whatever, by 
the peace of Weftphalia to. the Pala- 
tinate, in default of the Bavarian 
iflue? . ' 

**' How an Imperial claim, confer- 
*d without theconfent of the Empire, 
Could operate to the difmemberment 
of a Grand Duchy and Electorate, 
belonging to all the branches of the 
Palatine Houfe, by virtue of the 
treaty of Pavia, the Golen Bull, a*nd 
the peace of Weftphalia ? 
J " How, alfo, the Elector Palatine 
could he fo impofed on, as to cede 
io f a foreign line, fe important and 
antient a patrimony, to the great 
prejudice of the collateral Palatine 
branches, as well as all the allodial 
heirs ? : * '' ' '' 

" That as his Imperial Majefty had 
feized feveral' of the Bavarian dif- 
tricts, which he feemed to confider as 
vacant fiefs of the Empire, it was 



hoped' that it was not his Imperial 
Majefty's intentions to continue hi$ 
troops in pcuTeffion of thqjfe diftricts, 
or otherwife to difpofe of thefe fiefs, 
than by the unitecf concurrence of all 
the Imperial Powers, conformable to 
the 11 th article of the Germanic ca- 
pitulation "?'**' 

* "' That his Pruffian Majefty, as 9 
Prince of the Empire, could not be- 
hold with an eye of indifference fuch 
fingular arrangements, fo highly in- 
jurious to the conftitution of the Em- 
pire? ; 

'" That his Pruffian Majefty expects 
it not only from the juftice, but froni 
thofe exalted fentiments which cha- 
racterize their Imperial Majefties, that 
they would liften to his friendly re- 
monftrances, in order to adjiift every 
claim on the Bavarian fucceffion, in 
a manner moft conformable to the 
rights of the different parties inte- 
Tefted, and to the conftitution of the^ 
German Empire." 

To the' preceding reprefentations, 
Prince Kaunitz returned an anfwer to 
Baron Reidefel oh 'the 16th' of Fe- 
bruary, which only {erved to raife 
the doubts, diftrufts, and objections, 
of his Pruffian- Majefty ftill higher. 

His Majefty found himfelf by the 
reafons contained in the above an<- 
fwer fb little convinced, that he was 
obliged to tranfmit to the Court of 
Vienna, on the 9 th of March) anew 
memorial, in* which' iy'as precifely, 
clearly, and in the moft convincing 
manner ftiewn, the "infufliciency of 
her Imperial Majefty's pretentions on 
Bavaria, and which memorial re- 
quired her Imperial Majefty inftantly: 
" To put all things in the fituation 
they were in- at the death cJf the late 
Elector of Bavaria—to attend to the 
tneans of conciliation, by which the 
fucceffion to Bavaria* might be ar- 
ranged in a proper manner; fo as to 
prefervc the balance of 'the Empire, 
as well as the ; conftitution and the 
peace of Weftphalia, to infure the 
rights and interefts of the Elector of 
' ■ ' • Saxony ? 
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the Dukes of Meckienburgh." 

All the Princes of the Empire hav- 
ing, during this interval, called o'er 
his PruffianMajefty for his interven- 
tion, this was one of his Majefty's 
Urongeft motives for preffing his re- 
prefentations. 

The Imperial Court judged it 
proper to reply to this requeft, made, 
on the $th of April, as follows: 

" That they would no longer, 
continue difcuffing their own rights? — 
that they would not defift from keep-'- 
ing pofTeflion of territories legally ac- 
quired—i-that juftice fhould be ren- 
dered to thofe who had the leaft pre^ 
tenfions to it, but that her Imperial 
Majefty would never admit that a 



\vet6 defired by their Imperial Ma- 
jefties ; but that they ought to know, 
that the CotirtoT Vienna* which had 
taken care to poffefs it/elf of litigious 
objects, fhould explain what was 
meant by admiffible means to regulate 
the Bavarian fucceffion." 

On the 7th of May, Prince Kaunitz 
replied to this by a memorial, to 
which there was fubjoined, " an 
analysis , or refutation, of the two me- 
morials from the Court of Berlin of 
the 9th of March,- and of the 22d of 
ApriL" In the memorial of the 7th 
of May, the Court of Vienna had 
attempted to enforce the following 
po/itions : 

That his Imperial Majefty had 



Prince of the Empire fhould arrogate net violated any principle of law in. 
to himfelf the authority of JUDGE the Bavarian procedure :■— that the 



or TUTOK in his co-principaliries, 
or to conteft about their rights—' 
that the Court of Vienna knew how 
to DEFEND, and even to AT- 
TACK, him <w&o durft prefume to do 
it ;■— that, notwithstanding, they 
ihould adopt every admij/ible means 
which could be judged proper, to 
maintain the general tranquility;" 
. Although this anfwer-was as .extra- 
ordinary as it was ill-founded, and 
»earlyrefembled a declaration of war* 
yet his Prufliaoi Majefty, wilHng and 
Sudious of obferving all poflible mo* 
deration, tranfmitted to the Court of 
Vienna, on the aoth of April, a 
frelh memorial, which declared and 
proved, 

" ,That his Majefly did not merit 
thofe reproaches^-that he neither 
pretended to erect himfelf into the 
office of JUt>GE or a TUTOR of 
his co-princes ; but that he thought 
himfelf authorifed and obliged to 
protefl againfl the open, unjuft, and 
arbitrary difmemberment of the Ba- 
varian fucceffion ; that the mainte- 
nance of the general tranquility, and 
a good underftanding and harmony 
between the two Courts, were. not, 



Elector Palatine did not complain of 
that court : — that her Imperial Ma- 
jefty did not oppofe the pretenftons, 
even of the Eleetor of Saxony, or the 
Dukes of Mecklenbourgh :— that the 
Duke de Deux Fonts had not any 
right to interfere, until the Sulzback * 
line fhould be extinct;" neverthelefs, 
the Court of Vienna chofe to produce 
their complaints, in order that their 
rights might be examined conjointly 
with the pretenfions of the Emprefs 
Queen, and that a legal decifion 
might put an -end to a conteftation, 
which the Court of Berlin had 
thought proper to excite." 

The impartial public will eafily re- 
coiled that thefe general arguments, 
and the apparent invitation to. a legal: 
decifion, prove nothing in favour of 
the Court of Vienna* fo long as.it 
maintains pofleflion of the object of > 
contention, which it is half ufurped> 
by its own authority, and as long as 
it is not regulated in a legal manner- 
by fonie competent and impartial tri- 
bunal, the conteftation between the 
Court 0/ Vienna and the Duke of 
Deux Ponts, as well as the Elector of 
Saxony, aught alfo to be difcufled and 
L&.k* *.;.; ■. *-..„ decided, 
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decided, his Imperial Majefty cannot 
be deemed a proper judge in his own 
cadfe. 

* His' Pruffian Majefty having alfo 
required the different ftatea of the 
Empire, by Barna Schwartzenati, 
his Majefty's Minifter at the Diet, to 
join his Majefly in his reprefentations 
to their Imperial Majefties on the 
peculiar crifit of Bavarian affairs, in 
order to regulate them in a manner 
conformable to juftice, the Au (Irian 
minifter took occaiion to reply on the 
foth of April by a verbal declaration, ; 
but at the fame time printed, and in 
which, inftead* of fpeaking to any* 
material matter in diipute, or j uni- 
fying the pretenfions of his Court, 
hfe only launched into aggravating 
farcafms, and attempted to eftablifh 
tile following axioms by general 
principles : 

" That every part of the Empire 
^ad a right to efteem and value her 
own pretenfiens, 

" That thofe pretended rights could 
not be eftablifhed but by a legal de- 
cifion, or by an agreement with the 
interested parties, 

* ««. That the Emprefs Queen had 
thought proper to adopt the latter in 
managing with the Elector Palatine. 

" That the Duke de Deux Pont* 
and the Eleftor of Saxony fhould 
have juftice done them ; but that fhe 
would .not acknowledge the tribunal 
and decifions of the King of Fruflku 
nor permit any third ftate of the Em- 
pire to interfere and meddle in a 
matter in which that third Hate was 
no ways concerned." 

It is but too apparent that thcfe a*© 
only fubterfuges and falie reafonings, 
calculated only to obfcure and em- 
broil—When their conclufion? are 
examined they deaionftrate, that the 
Emprefs hath not chofcn a legal me- 
thod, that fhe hath not negotiated 
with all the principal interefted par- 
ties, and that his Pruffian Majefty is 
as much, and more iatefejtai in^the* 
juft and honourable regulation of-Ae 



Bavarian fucceffion as her f&td Impe- 
rial and Royal Majefty * - 

Any particular anfwer to the Court 
of Vienna's memorial and analyfis of* 
the 7th, hath been deferred even un- 
til this moment, as well as to the> 
verbal and printed declaration of the 
Auftrian Minifter at Ratifbon, be-, 
caufe it was hoped that all litigation 
might ceafe by an amicable negotia- 
tion, which was opened in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

The public are acquainted with 
the rumours in the month of Febru- 
ary, occasioned by the armament* 
made on all fides, without deciding 
on the queftion, which power armed 
flrft? This is certain: that in the 
month of March the Court of Vienna 
aftembled her principal forces in Bo- 
hemia and In Moravia. His Pruffian 
Majefly was obliged by this to ad- 
vance by degrees his troops in the 
diftant provinces. In the Beginning 
of April, his Majefty went in perfott 
into Silefia.— The Emperor, who, at " 
the fame time arrived in Bohemia, 
writ a letter on the 13 th of April t» 
the King, in which he propofed a 
project of convention for accohimo^- 
dation. A correfpondenee was -car- 
ried on between the two moriarchs, 
and three letters parted down to the 
2ift of April, and at laft they agreed 
to open a negotiation at Berlin, be- 
tween the Imperial Minifter, Count , 
Cobenzel, and the King's mimfters 
for foreign affairs. The CoHnt Co- 
benzel, in the firft conference, pro^ ' 
pofed a very laconic convention, the 
fame that the Emperor propofed to 
the King, and according* to which: 
" His Majefty was fimply to recog- 
nize the validity of the convention of 
the 3d of January, between the Em- 
prefs Queen and the Ele&or Palatine, 
as well as the legal poffeffion of the 
diftricts of Bavana occupied, in con- 
fequence, by her Imperial Majefty 
and his Pruffian Majefty was aJfo re- 
quired to leave eve'ry thing elft to be 
fettled between the Emprefs Queen 

and 
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and the* Elector Palatine, refpefting 
the whole of the dominion of Bava- 
ria, or of any particular diftri&s. 
The Emprefs Queen in return,, was 
to confider the countries of Anfpach 
and Bareuth as corporate appendages 
appertaining, by the right of primo- 
geniture, to the Houfe of Branden- 
burgh ; and the Emprefs Queen was 
alfo to relinquifh all exchanges and 
partitions of thofe countries, in fa- 
vour of the convenience and pleafure 
of his Pruffian Majefty." 

To render thefe proportions of 
ftronger efficacy, the Court of Vienna 
laid down fome genera/ principles, as 
things of great moment, of a pre- 
tended equity and conciliation, viz, 
** That one Court mould put itfelf 
in the other's place; that they mould 
demand nothing contrary to the 
Other's dignity ; nor any thing which 
her own Court would not in that fitua- 
tion infift on," 

Thefe principles were applied in 
this manner: that as his Pruffian Ma- 
jefty oppofed the aggrandifement of 
the Houfe of Auftria in Bavaria on a 
principle of political convenience, 
the latter, on the fame principle, 
mould not oppofe the aggrandifement 
of the Brandenbourgh Houfe, when, 
one time or other, Ihe would re- 
unite the countries of Anfpach and 
Bareuth to her line, and that in order 
to fettle the matter clear and indif- 
putably, thofe reafons and coalitions 
of interefts mould be the bails of the 
prefent Convention. • 

The Pruffian Minifter acquainted 
the Minifter from Vienna, that the 
King oppofed the difmemberment of 
Bavaria, only becaufe he looked on it 
as totally unjuft and deftru&ive of all 
liberty and fafety in*Gcrmany. 

That his Majefty was not averfe 
to the aggrandifement of the Houfe 
of Auftria in juft acquifitions. 

That it was wrong to blend the 
prefent difmemberment, which the 
Houfe of Auftria had no right to do, 
with a diftaAt, but inconteftible ac- 



quifition, belonging to the Houfe of 
Brandenburgh. 

That his Majefly could not accept 
of a treaty, which would overthrow 
the very butt of his oppofition, and 
which ftated nothing upon the juft re- 
eftablifhment of the Palatine Houfe 
in Bavaria, nor to the fatisfaciion of 
the Elector of Saxony. 

The Court of Vienna aofolutely 
refufed to propofe any condition, 
more precife than thofe it had laid 
down already, when the Pruffian Mi* 
nifter remitted to the Count Cobeh- 
zel, on the 26th of May, a plan for 
a general arrangement of the Bava- 
rian fucceffion, in fubftance as fol- 
lows : 

" That, for the fake of peace, en- 
deavours mould be made to engage 
the Palatine Houfe to cede to the 
Court of Vienna two diftricls belong- 
ing to Bavaria, fituated on the Da- 
nube and on the Inn, contiguous to 
Bohemia and Auftria. 

44 That the Emprefs Queen mould 
reftore to the Elector Palatine what 
her troops occupied in Bavaia, as 
alfo what Ihe holds in lieu thereof in 
Swabia, either by the Dutchies of 
Limbourgh and Gilders, and by thofe 
means enable that Prince to fatisfy 
the Elector of Saxony on his allodial 
pretenfions. 

" That to facilitatevthis general 
arrangement, the Emptror mould 
confer on the Elector Palatine the 
fiefs of the Empire vacant in Bavaria, 
and the Emprefs Queen renounce her 
feudal rights, as Queen of Bohemia, 
to fome diftricts in the Upper Palati- 
nate, in Saxony, and Bareuth, and 
not oppofe the future re-union of the 
Margravates of Traconia to the pri- 
mogeniture of the Electorate of Bran- 
denburgh, or .ihe exchanges it might 
make with her neighbours." 



It is fubmitted to the judgment of 
the impartial world, if this- was not a 
proper plan to conciliate the interefts 
of the different parties on the Bava- 
rian iucccflionV - n d that, if in ob- 
serving 
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ftrvingthe rules of equity and mode- 
ration, any thing propofed could be 
more advantageous for the Court of 
Vienna. That Court having nothing 
to infill on as a matter of right, the 
legal and tranquil ceflion of thofe two 
great diftricts which have fo often 
caufed divifions and feuds in Bohemia 
and Auflria, by terminating its li- 
mits by rivers, and only demanding, 
as equivalents, fmall inadequate par-, 
eels of territories detached from the 
body of the Auftrian monarchy, and 
of iome feudal rights which are not 
of the lead importance, and only 
ferving to promote altercation with its 
neighbouring Princes, the above pro- 
portions ought to have been received 
with that gratitude and confideration 
which the defign of them fo juftly 
merited. 

In defiance of all thefe confidera- 
tions, the Court of Vienna would 
neither make nor liften to any other 
plan, or proportions which were 
clear and exprefs. Count Cobenezil, 
on the 6th of June, in a conference, 
read to the PrmTian Minifter a dif- 
patch from Prince Kaunitz, in which, 
though (till adhering to the general 
principles of pretended and reciprocal 
equity, he propofed for frefh preli- 
minaries for a plan of conciliation, 

" That the Court of Benin fhould 
renounce all oppofition to any acqui- 
fition the Court of Vienna might make 
or were actually fvjjejjid of in Ba- 
varia* 

" That the Court of Vienna mould 
renounce on her part, all oppofition 
againll the future re-union of the 
countries of Anfpach and Barenth, 

«* That each Court fhould accede 
to any free exchange of land or terri- 
tories which either might make with 
its neighbours. 

<f That they fhould jointly employ 
their good offices to bring about a 
reafonable accommodation between 
the Elector Palatine and the Elector 
of Saxony, on the allodial pretcnfions 
of the latter. 



** That her Imperial Majefty would 
contribute thereto, in agreeing ttf 
give the Elector of Saxony certain ad- 
vantages, meaning a remiffion of the 
feodahties of Bohemia, and in fhort, 

" That the Palatine Houfe Jbould 
be fatisfed by a voluntary exchange* 
upon agreeable and convenient condi- 
tions.* 9 

The PrufGart Minifter, on the 
1 3th of June, delivered into the 
hands of Count Cobenzel a Memo- 
rial, in which, after having demon- 
ftrated how much the laft overtures 
from the Court of Vienna were 
vague, obfeure, and unfatisfa&ory, 
it demanded a clear- explanation on 
four certain points : 

" What the Court of Vienna 
would keep, and what reflore belong- 
ing t ) Bavaria ? 

" What equivalents and what ad- 
vantages it would give to the Palatine 
and the Elector of Saxony ? 

f€ Whether it would confent to ar- 
range all the Bavarian fucceflion re* 
lative to the rights of the Elector Pa- 
latine, the Elector of Saxony, the 
Duke of Deux Pontz* and the Dukes 
of Mecklenburg, with his Pruffian 
Majcfly, as the friend arid ally of 
thofe Princes, as a member of the 
Empire, and by his other titles i hav- 
ing a great right and material intereft 
in taking part in the jufl regulation 
of this fucceflion. ** 

Baron Reidefel delivered the above 
Memorial to Prince Kaunitz, and by 
order of his Pruffian Majefty, foli- 
cited a clear and fatisfactory anfwer. 
With this memorial the Baron made 
every reprefentation that he thought 
the moit effectual to bring about a 
friendly arrangement. To this me- 
- morial Prince Kaunitz delivered to 
Baron Reidefel, and difpatched to* 
Berlin by Count Cobenzel, on the 
24th of June, a memorial under the 
title of a verbal anfwer, in which 
the Court of Vienna aftumed fo far 
as to cenfure the Pruffian proporti- 
ons, and to make their own of ex- 
ceeding 
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Ceeduig great eftfmation, which ver- 
bal ^anfwer concluded with declaring, 
" That if the Vienna proportions 
for a plan of a preliminary treaty 
ivere not adopted, all friendly arrange- 
ments would become impoj/ible, and all 
further eclair ciffement fuperfiuous." 

Ratifbopy July 1 4, 1778. 
pis Excellency the Pruflian Ambaf- 
1 fador to the Diet here, has laid 
before that auguft Aflembly, a full 
, and- fubAantial account of the mo- 
tives nvhicfa ^ave engaged his Pruf- 
fian Majefty to oppofe the difmem- 
berment of the Electorate of jpava- 
ria 9 by the Court of Vienna ; as 
alfo a narrative of the whole pro- 
ceedings and negotiations between 
the Courts of Berlin and of Vienna. 
together with his Prufiian Majefty 's 
Manifefto, Copies of the whole of 
the faid tranfactions have alfo been 
fent to the refpeetiye Courts and 
refidencies of all the* Electors, 
Princes, and States of the German 
Empire, accompanied with the 
following particular declaration ; 
which the faid Arnbaflador alfo 
delivered to the A|feinbly of die 
Diet here : 
fhe King of Prussia'/ Declara- 
tion to their High Mightinejfes 
and Mof Serene Highneffes, the 
Electors, Princes, and States of the 
German Empire, 

His Majefty the King of Pruflia 
has thought it incumbent on him to 
Jay before their High Mightine/Tes 
and Moft Serene Highnefles the re- 
fpective Electors, Princes, and States 
of the German Empire, a circum- 
ftantial and* faithful account of the 
whole proceedings and negotiations 
Between him and the Court of Vi- 
enna, on the fubjeft of the Bavarian 
fucceflioh, together with the different 
memorials, afifwers,' queftions, and 
difcuflions, that have patted between 
the two Courts, as alfo all other au- 
thentic pieces and documents which 
£>ear any relation to that affair, in 
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order that the faid High States may 
be enabled to form a competent judg* 
ment upon the whole, and regulars 
their conduct accordingly. His 
Majefty hopes that the faid HigJj 
States will be thereby convinced that 
he, in his fituation as King of Pruflia 
and Elector of Brandenburgh, and 
confequently as a Monarch eflentially 
interefted in the integral prefervatioa 
of the laws, liberties, and conftitu T 
tion of the German Empire, could 
not have acted otherwife than he has 
done ; that he hath proceeded in this 
affair with equity, 'moderation, and 
difintereftednef?; and that after his 
afliftance and interpofition had beeq. 
duly and repeatedly claimed and re- 
quired, it became his duty, as a gua- 
rantee of the treaty of Weftphalia, to 
fupport and defend the natural and 
much-injured rights of fo many emi- 
nent and illuffxious Princes, againft 
the all-afpiring power of the Hoiifeof 
Auftria ? whichVif fuffered to go un- 
controuled, would eafily fet up claims 
to other dominions, and foon proceed 
to the total overthrow of the whole 
fyftem of the German Empire ; his 
Majefty therefore flatters himfelf, that 
in this he will not only meet with 
the approbation, but alio the moil 
ilrenuous fupport of all patriotic , 
Princes and States of the faid Em- 
pire. To this, end his Pruflian Ma- 
jefty intreats the faid High States to 
take this matter, which io eflentially 
concerns the intereft and fafety of all 
and every one of them, into their 
moft ferious confideration, and to 
make their refpective declarations 
thereupon, as foon as poflible, in the 
General ^A'embly c f the Empire at 
Ratilbon. His Majefty farther in- 
treats the faid High States, if in, 
their wifdorn they mall think it fit, 
to make the moft earneft reprefenta- 
tions to their Imperial and Royal 
Majefties, the Emperor, and the 
Emprefs Queen of Hungary, &e. ia 
order to engage them to evacuate the 
Bavarian dominions, tq, let the fuc- 

cefiioa 
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^eflkm thereto take its regular courfe, 
as the laws dirett, and to prevent 
thereby the effufion of blood and all " 
other unavoidable calamities of war. 
But, according to the final declara- 
tion of the Court of Vienna, there is 
but little hope of their Imperial and 
Royal Majefties complying with the 
faid reafonable requeft; his Pruflian 
Majefty flatters, himfelf that, in cafe 
of fuch refufal, all the High States 
of the Empire will join and unite 
with him in one common caufe, not 
only in adopting fuch coercive and 
effectual meaiures as are juflifiable by 
the laws of nature and the conftitu- 
tron of the Empire, to prevent the 
arbitrary difmembermeat of the 
Elettorate of Bavaria, to reinftate 
the natural and legitime heirs to tjie 
&id dominions and allodials, in xhcit 
' property, right, and title, andtofe- 
cure thereby the general liberty, 
lafety, and constitution ©f the Em- 
pire, againft the encroachments ^ of* 
the menacing atuT "pverwhelming 
power of the Jrloufe of Auftria; as 
a-lfo in claiming and requiring, in 
due form! the affiftance of the two 
fclonarchs whp are the guarantees of 
the treaty of Weftphalia, and the 
whole German conftitutiori, together 
with the aid of all other powersthat 
are any way* interelted in the inte- 
gral prefervacion.of the whole fyftem 
of the German Empire. 
' Berlin, July 10, 1 77 8. 

By order of the KING, 

Berlin, July 17. 
On the 14th inftant our Court 
published a fupplement to the decla- 
ration of the motives which engaged 
tisBrujfian Majefty to opp^fe the dif 
wmherment of Bavarito, fcfr. which 
contains- one of the moft important 
tiifcoveries that could bp made at this 
critical junfturc, as it not only gives 
the greatefl ftrength to all the argu- 
ments and repeated proofs which the 
King of Prufiia has employed, to en- 
gage their Imperial and Rqyal .Ma- 



jellies to-defift from tieir pretenfiona 
to the Bavarian dominions, but alf© 
deftroys even the very (hadow of any 
juft claims of the Court of Vienna 49 
thefe dominions.— This difcovery if 
nothing left than an authentic copy, 
founded on an ancient record in the 
Bavarian Archives, (where the ftri£teft 
fearch is now making after the ori- 
ginal document) of a public and fo* 
lemn Ac*l of renunciation to all claimi 
and pretenfions on I^pwer Bavaria, 
made and publifhed by the very fame 
Duke Albrecht of Auftria, upon 
whofe right and title to the faid coun- 
try, the Court of Vienna has, in the 
prefent difpute, founded and built all 
its pretenfions/ 

This important piece is in fubftance 
as follows : 

An AB % made at Ratifbon % jn they em* 
1429, by Albrecht Duke of Auftria, 
&c* hy which he renounces and 
gives up all claims and pretenfions 
en Lower Bavaria? 
" We Albrecht, by the grace of 
God, Duke of Auftria, Margrave of 
Moravia, &c. acknowledge and make 
known by thefe prefents to all who 
fhall fee it, or hear it read : That on 
account of *he long differences that 
have fubfifted between us and our 
dear beloved Coufias and Lords, 
Lewis, and Emeft, and William, and 
Henry, all of them Counts Palatine 
on the Rhine, and Dukes of Bavaria, 
We have met at Ratifbon, and ami- 
cably fettled and ended all the faid 
conteftations and differences; where 
it was ftipulated, that we fhould di r 
veft ourfelves of all claims and pre- 
tenfions to the whole country of 
Lower Bavaria, which we had % or 
would have, either by our own right M 
or by virtue of an inveftiture, granted 
unto us by our dear beloved father^ 
Sigifmund, by the grace of God, 
King of the Romans, &c. We there- 
fore, by thefe prefents, do diveft our- 
felves, renounce aud give up all claims 
and pretenfions whatever to the faid 
country of Lower Bayaria> as well 

for 
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fcr da is fpr ofir heirs and fuqceflbrs only ^prevent InjufUce being done 

to the natural and legitimate heirs to 
the Bavarian dominions ; but alfo to 
hinder the increase of the all-afpiring 
and overwhelming power of the Houfe 
of Auflria. 



to the country, of Auflria ; in conG- 
deration whertof ti , we have received, a 
film, of jnoney, which was fixed and 
ilipulated, at our humble requeft, by 
the faid our. dear beloved Lord and 
King Sigifmiind ; and the,faid Dukes 
$f Bavaria have ceded unto us all 
their boridfme* and^vaflalsi which 
the^ had in our country of Auflria, 
fo that; the fame mall Henceforth* be 
fcur own. and our property ; _and the 
£id Dukes of Bavaria have farther 
jivenup the mortgage which they 
^ad on Milberftadti And we have 
ilfo advifed ar|d held Council with 
fcur, dear* beloved -Lords And coufins 
Frederick told Albrecht* alfo Dukes 
6f Auflria; $Kat all what is here ili- 
pulated {hall alfo be valuable and 
binding for them, their heirs, and 
fuccefTors, and (hall be kept truly and 
faithfully for ever, to which they 
have agreed; and teflifiedthe/amein 
a public Aft, by themfelyes and their 
tutors and curators, and Which we 
alio hereby, teftify, and promiie to 
tfeep truly and faithfully for ever. 
And thereupon we have took and re- 
ceived the holy facrament: Given at 
IjLatifbon in the year, of our Lord, one 
thoufand, four hundred and twenty- 
nine, en the day of St. Andrew the 
Apoftle. L. S. 

" Copied from* and verified with 
the original, by me Marcus Lorrey, 
Doctor of Laws, Privy Counfellor to 
ihe Duke of Bavarian and Neearius 
Immatriculat. in the year 1569." 

On the fame record mention is 
made of a like authentic copy of the 
fame Aci having been made, and af- 
terwards deposited in the Archives of 
Vienna; but that Court has cauti- 
Oufly aftefted a total ignorance of that 
Aft, though it has never denied, and 
will certainly not dare to deny now^ 
its exiflence j which is a further proof 
of that Court having afted, with full 
knowledge of the caufe, in direft op- 
pofition to all equity and jufticej and 
fully juftifies the forcible meafures 
adopted by the King of Pruflia, not 

Voi.VL 



: London, July $0. At a Conrt at 
St* James's, the 29th of July, 1778. 

.PRESENT. 
The King's Mod Excellent Majefly 

in Council. 

4 Whereas many injuries and afts of 

hoftility have been committed, and 

many unjuft feizures made* by the 

French King and his fubjefts, unto 

. and upon the fhips and goods of his 
M^jeify's fubjefts; contrary to the 
faith of treaties ; and whereas his 
Majefly has lately received advice, 
that fuch afts of hoftility are now 
publicly encouraged and authorized 
by the French King's orders : his 
Majefly has taken into confideration 
thefe injurious proceedings of the 
French Court ; and his Majefly, be- 
ing determined to take fuch meafures 
as are neceffary for vindicating 
the honour of his Crown, and for 
procuring reparation and fatisfaftioa 
for his injured fubjefts, ispleafed, by 
and with the advice of his Privy 
Council, to order, and it is hereby 
ordered, that general reprifals be 
granted again ft the ihips, goods, and 
fubjefts of the French King, fo that ' 
as well as his Majefly's fleet and 
mips, as alfo all other lhips and vef- 

- fels that fhall be commifiioned by let- 
ters of . marque, or general reprifals, 
or otherwife by his Majefly's Com- 
miffioners for executing the office of 
Lord High Admiral of Great-Bri- 
tain, fhall and may lawfully feize all 
fhips, vefTels, and goods belonging 
to the French King or his fubjefts, 
or others inhabiting within any the 
territories of the French King, and 
bring the fame to judgment in any 
of the Courts of Admiralty within 
his Majefly's dominions ; and to that 
end his Majefly's Advocate-general, 
with the Advocate of the Admiralty, 
LI r arc 
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are forthwith to prepare the draught 
of a commiffion, and prcfcnt the 
fame to hi* Majefty at this Board, 
authoriiing the Commiflioners for 
executing the office of Lord High 
Admiral, or any perfon or perfone by 
them empowered and appointed, to 
lime forth and grant letters of marque 
and reprifal to any of his Majeflir's 
fubjefts, or others whom the faid 
Commiffioners mail deem fitly quali- 
fied in that behalf, for the appre- 
hending, feizing, and taking die 
mips, veffels, and goods belonging 
to the French King, and the vatfab 
and fuhje&s of the French King, or 
any inhabiting within his countries, 
territories, or dominions.; and that 
fuch powers and claufes be inserted 
in the faid commiffion as have been 
ufual, and are according to former 
precedents: and- his Majefty's faid 
Advocate-general, with the Advocate 
of the Admiralty, are alfo forthwith 
to prepare the draught of a commif- 
fion, and prefent the fame to his Ma- 
jefty at this Board, authoring the 
faid Commiflioners for executing the 
office of Lord High Admiral, to will 
and require the High Court of Ad- 
miralty of Great-Britain, and the 
Lieutenant and Judge of the faid 
Court, his Surrogate or Surrogates, 
as alfo the feveral Courts of Admi- 
ralty within his MajeftyVdominions, 
to take cognizance of, and judicially 
proceed upon, all and all manner of 
captures, feizures, prizes and re- 
prizals of all mips ana goods that are 
or /hall be taken, and to hear and 
determine the fame ; and according 
to the courfe of Admiralty, and the 
laws of nations, to adjudge and con- 
demn all fuch ihips, veiTels, and 
foods, as mail belong to the French 
ling, er the vaflals and fubjetts of 
the French King, or to any other* 
inhabiting within any of his couir^ 
tries, territories,*and dominions ; and 
that fuch powers and claufes be in- 
ferted in the faid commiffion as have 
been ufual, and according to former 
precedents ; and they are likewife to 
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to prepare and lav before his Majefty 
at this Board, a draft of fuchinftruc~ 
dons as may be propter- to be fent to 
the Courts of Admiralty in his Ma- 
jefty's foreign governments, and plan* 
tations, for their guidance herein ; as 
alfo another draft of inftruftions for 
fuch ihips as mall be commiflioned 
for the purpofes aforementioned. 

[Gaxettt. 
Admit alty-Qjfit*) Augnft 14, 1778. 

The Lords Commimoners of the 
Admiralty do hereby give notice, 
That, in pursuance of his Majefty's 
commiffion under the Great Seal, 
letters of marque and reprifals againft 
the ihips, goods, and fubjecls of the 
French King, will be ifTued to any 
ftf his Majefty's fubjefts, or others, 
who are willing to fit out any fhip or 
veflel ajainfl France, and whom their 
Lord(hips fhall deem fitly qualified 
for the> fame, upon their giving the 
ufual fccurity not to take, or any- 
ways mokft, the ihips, goods, or ef- 
fects of the fubje&s of his Majefty, 
or of his allies. Ph. Stevens. 

[Gazette* 



London Gazette Extraordinmry. 

Admirally-Offit9 % Auguji 2, 1778, 

Captain Faulknor, of his Majefty's 
fhip the Victory, arrived at this office 
yefterday in the afternoon, with a let- 
ter from die Honourable Auguftus 
Keppel, Admiral of the Blue, and 
Commander 4n Chief of his Majefty's 
ihips employed to the weftward, to> 
Mr. Stephens, of which the follow- 
ing is a copy t 
, FiSorj, at fea, Jvfy 30, 1778. 
Sir, 

My letters of the 23d and 24th 
inftant, by the Peggyand Union cut* 
ters, acquainted you, for their Lord* 
ihips information, that I was in pur- 
fait, with the King's fleet under my 
command, of a numerous fleet of- 
Frertch mips of war. 

From that time, till the 27th, the 
winds conftantly in the S. W. and 
N. W. quarters, fometimes blowings 
ftrong, and the French fleet always to 

i> .. windward 
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v^ndward gelng off, I made ufe of 
every method to clofe in with them 
that was poftible, keeping the King's 
flaps at the fame tine collected, a« 
jnnch a$ the nature of a purfuit would 
admit of, and which became nece& 
fary from the cautioui manner the 
French proceeded in, and the difin- 
clination that appeared in them to al- 
low of my bringing the King's /hips 
clofe up to a regular engagement: 
this left but Iktle other chqnce of 
getting in with them, than by feizing 
the opportunity that offered, the 
morning of the 27th, by the wind's 
admitting of the van of the King's 
fleet under my command leading up 
with, and dofing with, their center 
and rear. 

-The French began firing upon the 
headmoft of Vice-admiral Sir Robert 
Harland'sdivifion, and the ihips with 
him, as they led up ; which can* 
nonade the leading ihips and the 
Vice-admiral icon returned, as did 
every fhip as they could clofe up.: 
the chace had occasioned their being 
extended, neverthelefs they were all 
foon in battle. 

The ,fleets, being upon different 
tacks, pafled each other very * clofe: 
the object of the French feemed to be 
. the difabling of the King's ihips in 
. their mafts and fails, in which they 
(o far fucceeded as to prevent many 
of the ihips of my fleet being able to 
follow me when I wore to ftand after 
the French fleet j this obliged me to 
wear again to join thofe ihipl, and 
thereby allowed of th« French fornix 
ing their fleet again, and range it in 
a line to leeward of the King's fleet 
towards the clofe of the day ; which I 
did not difcourage, but allowed pf 
their doing it without firing «pon. 
them, thinking they meant hand- - 
•foniely to try their force with us the 
next morning ; but they had been fa 
beaten in the day^ that they took the 
advantage of the night to gi> off. 

The wind and wgather tieing fucb 
that they could reach their own fhores 
before there was any chance of the 



King's fleet getting ep with ih*m, 
in the ftate the ihips were in, in their 
mails, yards, and fails, left me no 
choice of what was proper and advis- 
able to do. 

The fpirited conduct of Vice T ad- 
miral Sir Robert Harjand, Vice-ad- 
miral Sir Hugh Fallifer, and the 
. Captains of the fleet, fupported by 
their officers and men, deferves much 
commendation. 

A lift of the killed and wounded is 
herewith inclofed. 

I fend Captain Faulknor, Captain 
of the Victory, with this (Ccouht to 
their Lordihips, and am, Sir, 
Your moil obedient, 
and very humble {jbrvant, 

A- KsFPit. 
P«tf ip Stephens, Efp 
Secretary to the Admiralty* 

lift if men killed and wounded, in the 
aft ion with the French fleet, the 
Zfth 0/ July, 1778. 

Ships Names. . Killed. W •undid. 

Monarch 2 9 

Exeter 4 6 

Queen 1 2 

Shrewsbury 3 $ 

Berwick 10 it 

Stirling Caftle 2 1 1 

Courageux 6 ,13 

Thunderer Z $ 

Vigilant 2 3 

Sandwich 2 20 

Valiant . <6 t 26 

Vi&ary 11 *+ 

Foudroyant 5 18 

Prince George 5 15 

Vengeance 4 J ? 

Worcester. 3 5 

EJistabeth . <r- 7 

Defiance £ 17 

Robuft 5 17 

Formidably 16 49 

Ocean 2 18 

America 1 17 

Terrible 9 2* 

Egmojlt *2 19 

Ramilie* iz 16 



LI z 



Total 133 



■ 373 
Officers 
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Ofiters wound* J. 
Lieutenant Nicholas Clifford, 2d 
of the Formidable. 

Lieutenant William Samwell, 3d 
of the Shrew/bury. 

Lieutenant John M'Donald, of the 
marines — Prince George, 
Surgeon of the Elizabeth. 

A. Keppel, 



Supplement to' the Cazette 0/ 
France* 

Extre&fftn tbejeurnmlofthe King*s 
'■ Fleet. • '' '. ■' 

* On the 23d of July the fleet were 
on a cruize 1 W. N. W. from the 

ifland Ufhant, at th$ diftance of 
about thirty leagues, Stilly then bore 
of them N. E. at thirty leagues dis- 
tance; hazy r weather $ wind at W. 
N. W. blowing fo frelh as to caufe 
the fleet to lye too under a mainfail. 
At one If. M. the weather cleared 
up, and Admiral Count d'Orvilliers 
defcried a great number of fhips, 
beariri^from S. W. to S. W. by W. 
of the French fleet ; he then made a 
fignal for his fleet to make fail upon 
the ftarboard tack, in aline of battls 
a-head, the blue and white fquadron, 
commanded by the Duke de Chaf- 
fault, to lead the van ; the white (on 
board of which the Admiral's flag 
Was) formed^the centre ; and the blue 
fquadron, commanded by the Duke 
de* phattres, the- fear guard. At 
four-o'clock it blew freih at weft; 
the Admiral made" 'the iigfral for the 
fleet to tack, and form the' line upon 
the larboard tack to the -fame manner 
it had been before upon the "ftarboard 
tack. At-this time the Admiral per* 
ceived that the mips they .had before 
difcovered, were alfo drawing up in 
a' line. The wind then Shifting to 
the S. W. thefe mips -we had difco- 
vered then tacked in fome diforder, 
doubtlefs with a view of gaming the 
wind of the French fleet, which put 
us upon ufing 1 our efforts to keep the 
wind of them. The Admiral made 
the -fignal for all the fleet to tack to- 
gether, and: go under their courfes, 



and topfails elofc reefed; and he 
Ih'ewed his intention that this (houli 
be the fail he would carry during the 

night. 

A On the 24th, at one P, M. it be- 
ing very ftormy, the Admiral made 
the fignal for the fleet's carrying their 
courfes only ; and when day appear- 
ed, he difcovered, with infinite con- 
cern, 'that the Due de Burgoyne of. 
£0, and the Alexander of 64 guns, 
Were ieparatett from* the fleet, and 
potiM riot be r feen. As" the weather 
cleared up; we 4gain perceived the 
mips w* had feen the "day before. 
The Admiral then tore down upon 
them, as well to reconnoitre, as to> 
enable the fleet to fdrfci the line 
more perfe&ry, the blowing weather 
in the night having deranged their 
order of battle. The Admiral theii 
ordered the Chevalier de Marigny; 
of the La Seniible frigate, to make 
fail a-head, and endeavour a clofer 
examination of the mips We had de- 
fcried; From the report of the Che - 
Valier; the Admiral judged they were 
the Englifh fleet under Admiral Kep- 
pel. At this time both fleets were 
repairing fuch damage as they had 
fuftained in the nightv The Admiral 
then made 'the Agnal of tacking to 
fiarboard 1 , and forming the line in 
the fame manner it had been npoa 
the larboard tack ; at noon it blew 
frefh, and became ftormy weather; 
the wind from W. N. W, to W. S. 
W. At feven P. M. the* fleet took 
in all -their reefs, and the Admiral 
{hewed his intention of carrying his 
two topfails and two courfes during 
the night. 

- On the 25th, at four A. M. the 
Englifli fleet bore E, S.E. i-half E. 
of us/ at the diftance of three leagues, 
the wind remaining at W. S, W» 
The fleet were employed all the day 
in pl/ing to windward, and to keep 
the advantage of being to windward. 1 
Qn the 26th; at four A- M. the 
Englifh fleet bore 5/ by S.i-half Ev 
at the diftance of about two leagues 
from us* The weather then cleared 
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wp, an 4 a profpefl: of fair weather, fhould be reverfed, the blue fqaadroa 



it eight the Admiral made the fig- 
Tial to prepare for an engagement. 
At half pail ten he xiade the* fignal 
for the fleet to tacic/with all their 
fails out,' and to form the line upon 
the larboard, in the fame manner it 
had been upon the llarboard tack, 
With intention of jfireferving the ad- 
vantage of being to windward to re- 
ceive and attack the enemy. Tshc 
weather foon became haiy ; the wind 
from S. W. t6 S. S. W. blowing 
frefti, with the appearance of foul 
weather, the .'Admiral' £ave up all 
thoughts of coming to action on this 
day. * ' 

1 On the 27th, at four A. M. or in 
the morning, the wind veered to" weft, 
; which announced fair weather* The 
Engliih fleet being E. N. E. i-half 
E. tw6 leagues and an halfdiftatit, 
Admiral d*Orvi!lier$ made the fignal 
for the fleet's forming t}ie line of 
battle a-head. The Engli/h fleet 
Jiad then "their larboard tacks on 
fx>ard, as well as the French fleet y 
but at nine the Admiraf obferved the 
Englifh Admiral came up with the 
tear of the French, and fetched or 
lay to windward of them ; and wil- 
ling to make fure of his fcheme, at 
the fame* time drew nearer 'to the 
* enemy, made the figrtal for the, fjeet^ 
veering, and to form the line upon 
the llarboard tack. No fooner wa« 
the line formed, than Admiral d'Or- 
villiers" plainly' perceived the inten- 
tion of the Englifh Admiral was to 
fall upon the rear of the French fleet, 
and to extend liis line alohg-ftde of 
it: to prevent which, he caUfed the 
whole fleet to tack together,' and 
that the former order of the line 



to compofe the van, the white the 
centre, and the blue and white the 
rearguard. By this bold manoeuvre*, 
which was extremely well executed; 
he was enabled t6 counteract the de- 
flgns of the Englifh' Admiral, to affiffc 
the blue fqtiaarori and take of the 
enemy the fame advantage they in- 
tended taking of the French fleet ; 
which was' now drawn up in the belt 
order on that line, at ten points from 
that 'the wind t blew at, we ftiould 
fay, fodr points from the wind ; when 
the van of the Engliih fleet came up, 
(or rather fetched the rear of the bli^ 
fquadron) they found it upon the 
other tack in order of battle; as in 
referve for the moment, the whiter 
and blue fquadrons bore away four 
points from the wind, and the ftiip* 
kept too clofe together on the oppo-^ 
ihe tack, to have any 'apprehenfio^ 
of the enemy's lirje of battle daring 
to break through them. TheEnglifli 
Admiral Was then forced to extent! 
his' line with that of the French, atfd 
to fight clofe ; the firing was Com- 
menced by the blue fquadron, ivhidi 
now compofed the van, and was con- 
tinued fucceflively through the whole l 
of our line in fuch manner, that each 
French fhip gave broadfldes to, and 
received thofe of the enemy. The 
fire was very hot on both fides for 
about three hours, during which it 
was evident that the fire from the 
French (hips was quicker than that of 
the Engliih, The pofition of the 
Englifh to leeward, gave them the 
advantage of ufing their lower deck 
guns, which Admiral d'Orvilliers 
was anxious to deprive them of; he 
therefore made a fignal for the blue 



* At this time the French flood to the northward upon tfce larboard tacks, the wind being 
at wefl, it Ihould feem the Englifh flee: continued to ftahd u> the fouthward. The tacking 
altogether denote? good fcamanttup; to (hew which feem* the ible intention of this piece of 
difcipline. , I . 

' f Thin is fo an intelligible, that it is very difficult to find any meaning in it, although de- 
signed to convey an exalted idea of] Generalship $ the whole of which is no more than inftcad 
Of waiting upon theftarboard tacks to receive the attack from the van of the Englifh, this 
fjeat General tacked- to iport, and attacked their van; It ia very evident that he might have 
commenced the action at five in the morning, if he was tfiippfed for action ; his being to wind- 
ward gave him thi^ advantage. - f ' 

fquadron 
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Iqttadron to veer by afucceflive move* 

■wnt, and another iignal for the j*eft 
of the fleet to follow, and range ia 
order of battle upon the ftarboard 
tack ; that movement wa< afterward* 
well executed, but neverthelef* was 
too m«ch delayed to be enabled to 
follow clofe, and extend toe line 
ironvrear to van of the Englifh fleet, 
as the Admiral intended. It is not 
lurprifing that a movement which op- 
portunity gave birth to, and was in- 
fbntaneoiis, was not perfectly laid 
hold of at that moment, but the Duke 
de Chartres having paiTed under the 
General's ftern to afe. his intention, 
Admiral d'Orvilliers aniwered, that 
ids intention was to form the line in 
the reverie of what it was upon the 
larboard tack, by going to leeward 
*f the Englifh fleet, and depriving 
them of the advantage they then pot- 
lefled, which was fpeedily executed. 
This evolution flopped Admiral Kep- 
pel, who had already wore with' his 
fleet, with an intention of attacking 
live rear of the French, by bearing 
way ipur points from the wind ; but 
Btectipg with the French fleet op- 
fofed to his roBte, drawn up in 
border of battle, he was then com, 
petted to fteer back again upon the 
former tack ; being then to windward 
with his whole fleet, he arranged 
them in a line of battle a-head upon 
the ftarboard tack, an advantage his 
pew pofition now gave him. 

The French Admiral purfucd the 
EngUih % t and repeatedly offered 
them battle, being formed in the beil 
order, from two in the afternoon, 
flntiJ ten at morning, then to leeward 
©f them ; but Admiral Keppel did 
bot think fit to accept of it, and took 
the advantage of the darknefs of the 
ipight to effett his retreat, during 
which he took care not to fhew any 
lighta . During the night the French 
fleet carried the dual diftirigni&ing 



and other lights, in order to (hey 
the enemy their fituation. 

On the 28th, at night, the Frencfc 
were much furprized upon their dif* 
covering the Ifle of Ufhant, froij* 
which they judged, by their reckon* 
ing they were at the diftance of 25 pr 
30 leagues ; but this error in longi- 
tude is nothing new to fliips a cruiz-r 
ing in the entrance of the channel, 
which have made many evolutions £> 
quick as to render it impoffible to 
keep an exact account of; tips error 
may be afcribed to the currenjts only §. 
The French Admiral facing him- 
felf off the harbour of Brei^? 4?w 
mined to go in with his fleet, land 
the wounded, and repair the ragging 
of fuch of the* fleet as had been Ja- 
ma^ed, to enable him $0 continue hit 
crux»#v 

We have not had a return of t^e 
killed and wounded, and only know 
that Admiral De Qhaffault is wouad- 
ed in the &oul4er, and that the Che- 
valier, his fon, on board the fiMH? 
fhip, had his jeg broke* 

mm , 
Mctnfi$HflX^ Sahtinb's letttr U t$4 
Admiral of Franc f* 
« Sir, 

ff We have gained an advantage 
Over Admiral Keppel in an engage*, 
ment our fleet has had with him, 
whicn we may con fider rather as a fe- 
vere check than a victory '; in which 
engagement M* d'Orvilliers has given 
indubitable proofs of his excellent 
frill and dexterity, and the Duke de 
Chartres of great preience of mind, 
tranquility, and aftonifhing courage. 
For five days the two fleets were in 
view*rf each other, which Monfieur 
d'OryilUers preserved with a view to 
bring Admiral Keppe] to an engage- 
ment. The fea, however, was rough 
and dangerous, that he cpuld no; 
execute his defign, as in that Situation, 
he could not make ufe tf W* lowei 



J Purfatd the Englifh. He forgets that he before ftwJ he was formed in a Hne to leeward of 
the Engltfh ; that id this pofition he could only wait the attack of the <ettemy. 

§ Here he brings the rooft comrrnclDg -proof of his having ran away, fef he Kknowtedges 
that be iv tfrmy leagues from Ufhant when the engagement ccsnmcRced, " * ■ 

gUM* 
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guar.— On Mdnday tne 47th^ fcow- fattened'; tire French tfctod fr oft us^ 

cver> he thought proper to get to the 

leeward ; which manoeuvre he executed 

within a league and a half of the 

enemy. The Duke de Chartres, who 

then found himielf commanding the tattle, 

divifion attacked, prepared for a molt night. 



vigorous defence, when Monfieur 
d'Orvilliers with his divifion, by on 
entire new manoeuvre, tacked to his 
relief. — The Englifti particularly an- 
noyed the St. Efprit. Seven large 
faips of theirs fucceffively attacked 
the Duke deChartrea> who, notwith- 
standing being deprived of the ufe 
ef his lower artilleryi anfwered them 
with great fpirit and vivacity.— A 
fhip of ours came to the relief of the 
St. Efprit when in very brifk en- 
gagement, and threw fuch a fire on 
the enemy as obliged them to retire 
with great lofs and damage. — The 
En glim fleet patted in review of our 
whole fleet, the combat having lafted 
two hours, when Monf. d'Orvilliers 
gave a fignal to form an order of 
battle, which was executed in an 
inftant,— Our fleet was then to the 
leeward, and could make ufe of their 
lower batteries, which they did with 
fmall fires from half paft two in the 
afternoon to nine in the evening.— 
The Englifh Admiral had constantly 
the wind, and ftill refufed coming to 
an engagement. In the evening 
they hoifted their fails, put out their 
fires, and fled with nine of their 
largeft /hips exceedingly damaged. 
Our fleet has fuflfered but little, ex- 
cepting five mips, which have fome 
need of repairing to ftand a battle. 
Moflf. d'Orvilliers finding himfelf, 
in the morning, mailer of the ocean, 
re-entered Breft. 



but having got into order, they 
tacked towards us in the evening, 
and oanie on regularly. As we 
concluded they meant to give us 
we lay too all Thurfday 
blowing* ftrong, but the 



Letter frvm an Officer on board the 
Englijb Fleet. 
■ We fell in with the French fleet 
of 42. fail, 32 of which we fuppofed 
to be of the line, on Thurfday the 
23d of July, about! o'clock in the 
afternoon, both fleets *hen a little 



French availing themfelves of a 
change of wind imtheir favour, made 
fail, and on Friday, morning they 
were in good order to windward; 
They evidently avoided coming to 
action, and kept to windward in 
excellent order till Monday the 27th. 

It is impoifible with an equal force 
to bring an enemy's fleet to action, 
-who have the advantage of the wind 
without great rilque and danger: 
but Sir Robert Harland leading the 
van of our fleet, patting near fome of 
the enemies ihips, was fired upon, 
and the van of the fleet began to 
engage about 12 minutes after it. 
The enemy leading large on the 
other tack, the Victory began to fire 
about 40 minutes after u, receiving 
the fire of the French fleet as they 
patted; the firing continued till 15 
minutes paft 1, when the two fleets 
were patted each other* 

As the French fired high with latt- 
grage and other mot, the fails, mafb 
and yards of our fleet were fo much 
damaged,* as to make it neceffary to 
repair and replace them j however, 
the Admiral tacked and ftood to the 
enemy for about two hoars ; but 
finding the ihips much damaged, he 
wore and made the fignal to form the 
line. The French then flood towards - 
our fleet in regular order; but as 
our damaged fhips formed but 
rtowly* the fleet was not in a line 
till near dark, the van of the French 
fleet being then to leeward in a line 
with our centre. In the night they- 
put their lights out and bore away* 
It is impofiible to do juflice to the 
cool intrepidity of Admiral Keppel, 
who gave his directions with the 
fame precifion and good humour 
which fo confpicuoufly marks his cha- 
racter. 



Digitized by 



Google 



( tfe } 



jacter. Much praife is due to Sir 
Robert Harland, who behaved with 
great fpirit, and brought up his divi- 
fion in a very mafterly manner. 

The French , fleet , were i& high 
order* .two beautifuj three-deck mips, 
the reft finely fet off, well rigged and 
well managed. Their line was exact 
and regular, and their manoeuvres fa- 
periorly excellent* The.lofspf the fleet 
is about ioo killed, and 400 wounded. 

The treat object of the French was 
to make us engage them to a difad- 
vantage ; and the great fa tit with us 
Wat an inferior number of ihips. 

. Another Letter* 
Sir Hugh Pallifer was perfuaded, 
that if the wind and the fituatipn of 
the fhips would have admitted of his 
being along fide of the Bretagne for 
ten minutes, ihe muft have {truck* 
as her decks were cleared of men, 
and fhe returned only about 25 guns; 
very flowly> in return for near three 
broadfides which he fired at her. The 
drcumftances of the engagement are 
very eafy to be underftood. The 
French were Handing off againft the 
wind ; Admiral Keppel was following 
them : on one of the tacks, While the 
French were {landing one way, and 
he another, he managed by means of 
good feamanfhip, and a litt!«: fhifting 
Of the wind, to bring up a great part 
o£the mips of his Jine fo near to the 
centre and rear of theirs, that they 
were enabled vet carry on a firiart 
engagement as they paffed. Mr v 
Keppel's bringing up his fhips in 
this manner, without regard to re- 
gularity, againft a fleej: of fuperior 
force, drawn up in perfect line, and 
to windward of him, is confidered as 
a mod daring manoeuvre, and fuch 
as could proceed only from a deter- 
mination to bring the enemy to action 
en any terms, and a thorough con- 
fcioufnefs of naval fuperiority. When 
the two lines had completely parted, 
Mr, Keppel gave the fignal to wear, 
that is, turn round, and purfue the 



enemy, at theTame time* matf ceuvrmg 
to get, the wind of them; his ow^ 
fliip and .a few others of his divifion, 
were the firft that gpt.. down. And 
were very near the .French ; but be-, 
fore the others could .get into their, 
places> and form the line, (the timer, 
neceflary t for which may partly be 
conceived, by cotffidering that.,Mr.^ 
Keppel's line was at one time ten 
miles in extent) the day was begin- r 
ning to clofe. 1$ would haye.beenL 
the higheft degree of. abfurdity tof 
begin the action ,then i f6r theV 
French made every fhetf of intending; 
to come to a general engagement. 
next day: and by attacking them 
then, he could at the utmofl have* 
hoped but for an imperfect victory ;, 
he would have committed tl>e iiTue of 
the : combat to chance* rather than to/ 
fltill or courage ; and fo far from 
being able, to prevent the, French 
from efcapirig, he could then Lefs 
hope it, as his fhips had had no time 
to repair their rigging. The two 
fleets lay too as near to one another 
as was poflible, without danger of 
running foul ? the Britifh fleet ex- 
pecting nothing but that with the 
morning the engagement would, 
cpmmence: but towards the end of 
the night it was fufpected, from the 
fignals of rockets thrown up, that 
the French were going off, and upon 
its becoming lighter, the whole of 
their fleet was nearly out of fight, 
except three fhips, that were left at 
equal diitances, and during the night 
had carried lights, representing the 
three leading fhips of their divifions. 
The Prince George* the Robuft, and 
another fhip, were at firft ordered in; 
purfuit of thefe, but upon its being, 
found that they had little chance of 
overtaking them, and the Captains 
as they paffed having reprefented that 
their mips, with refpect to their rig- 
gUg, were not in chafing condition, . 
the fignal was given for recalling 
them- However, the victory on th© 
fide of the Englilh is indisputable* 

An . 
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:/' SOtjTk CAROLINA. 

Jf» Acl for the regulation of the Mi* 

litia of this State, and for repealing 
•'" y«^ /a<u/> as hd<ve hitherto heen 

enaSitd for the government of the 

Militia, 

Pajed March 29 y 1778. 

Whereas the eftablifhment of a 
well regulated militia in a free State 
will greatly conduce to its happinefs 
and "profperity, and is abfolutelyef- 
fential to the prefervation of its* free- 
dom : and whereas it is neceflary 
that the laws hitherto enacted for the 
regulation* of the militia of this State 
be amended, and reduced into one 
body, fcf the fatisfaction and better 
information of individuals', and for 
the intereft and fafetyof the commu- 
nity: Be it therefore enacted, by his 
Excellency Rawlins Lowndes, Efqft ire, 
Prefident and Commanderin Chief 
in and over the State of South-Caro- 
lina, by the Honourable the Legifla* 
live Council and the General Aflem- 
bly of thefaid State, and by authority 
of the fame; That';' . a$ Toori as conve 



) 



and liable to be fufp6nded by tne 
fame authority, who mail be entitled 
to* a daily pay of three founds, and 
mall be obliged to attend and inftruft 
the feveral companies in the faid re- 
giments, bo'th feparately and in bat- 
talion', arid to examine the arms, ac^ 
coutrements, and ftate of the regi*. 
ments, and report the fame every 
three months to the Commanding 
Officer : and to each company of fuch 
regiments, a Captain and two Su- 
balterns, if the fame confifts of not 
more than fixty men, and three Su^ 
balterns ; if above that number, three 
Serjeants, three Corporals, a Clerk, 
(whofe duty fhall be to keep always 
dft exact, circumftantial and fair lift 
of the company he- belongs to, cx- 
preffing where the feveral perfons be- 
longing to fuch company do refpec- 
tively refide, to attend Militia Courts; 
and to do all fuch other bufmefs as 
relates to the office of a Clerk in the 
faid company) nor more than two 
drummers and one fifer : all and 
every of which officer and officers, 



niently may be after the paffing of refpeftivelyj (hall refide in the di 



this Act, the whole militia of this 
t State fhall be divided into three bri- 
gades ; and there fhal! be a Brigadier- 
general and a Major of Brigade ap- 
jpointed to each : and the feveral re- 
giments of HuKtia in this State, con- 
fifting of more than orie thbufarid two 
hundred men, fhall be divided into 
regiments of Hot lefs than Hx hundred 
men each, by the majority of the 
Field Officers of the regiment to to be 
divided, and thofe appointed to fuch 
new regiments I and who are hereby 
Empowered and directed To ascertain 
the boundaries and diftricts of fuch 
regiments, and the diftricts of the fe- 
veral companies of their refpective re- 
giments : to each of which regiments 
there (hall be one Colonel, a Lieute- 
naut-colotiel and Major; an Adju- 
tant, to be nominated by a majority 
ef the Field Officers, and comimi- 
fioned by the Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief for the time being, 
< Vol. VI. 



fhict to Which theirtegimentor com*- 
party belongs. 

I. And beit farther enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That there fhall 
not be formed any volunteer com- 
panies in this State, after the paffing 
of this Act ; and all Colonels of the 
regiments of militia, wherein there 
are any volunteer companies of foot 
or troops of horfe, are hereby en- 
joined and required to break and dif- 
folve fuch companies of foot, when- 
ever they refpectiVely fail to have on 
the mufter-roll of fuch company fifty 
good and effective men ; and alfo 
fuch troops of horfe, whenever they 
in like manner fall ihort of twenty. 
£ve good and effective men on the 
mufter-roll of fuch troop : the officers 
and privates of which companies and 
troops fhall be then liable to militia 
duty, as if fuch companies and troops 
* had not been formed ; and fhall not 
be permitted to eawr into any other 

M m volunteer 
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volunteer company then exiftmg. 

And no pcrfon belonging to a vo- 
lunteer company (hall quit the fame, 
without giving three months notice 
thereof ; after the expiration of which 
time he (hall be obliged to do duty in 
the company of militia for the di£ 
trift wherein he refides. 

III. And be it further -eaa&ed by 
the authority aforefaid, That every 
perfon rending in this State, out of 
the diftricl of a mibtia company, 
fhall be obliged to do duty as a mi- 
litia man in the company, whofe 
diftrift is nearelr. his refidence; an4 
that every Colonel and Field Officer 
of a militia regiment of this State, 
fhall, once in every fix months, turn 
out, train and exercifc the whole of 
their refpeclive regiments within their 
proper diftridh, by no lefs than three 
companies at a time,' at fuch places 
refpe&ively, as by the majority of 
the Field Officers fhall be chofen as 
convenient for the people ; excepting 
any regiment of Charleftown, which 
fhall be f© turned out and exercifed in 
battalion, once in every two months ; 
xm pain, that every. Field Officer, 
who, not being prevented from . fo 
doing by ficknefs or unavoidable ne- 
ceflity, . fhall negleft the doing there- 
of, (hall thereby forfeit and pay the 
fum of two hundred pounds for every 
fuch offence. And every Captain, 
Subaltern, Adjutant, Clerk, Serjeant, 
Corporal, drummer, fifer and pri- 
vate, who, not being prevented by 
ficlcnefs or other unavoidable necef- 
fity, (hall neglect or refufe to march 
to, or attend fuch ntufter, after pro- 
per notice thereof, according to the 
orders of the officer commanding him, 
in a proper manner armed and ac- 
coutred, as directed in this Aft, at 
the time and place appointed for 
fuch mufter ;, or fhall not, at fuch 
mufter, obey all the lawful commands 
of the officers fo commanding him : 
every fuch Captain, Subaltern, Ad- 
jutant, Clerk, Serjeant, Corporal, 
tirummer, fifer or private, fhall, for 
xvery fiich offence, forfeit and pay a 



fum not exceeding the feibwing ; 
that is to fay, every £bcn Csrptan*, 
one hundred pounds ; every fuch 
Subaltern, fifty pounds ; every fuch 
Adjutant, fifty pounds ; every frich 
Serjeant, fifteen pounds ; every fuch 
CJerk, fifteen pounds ; and every 
inch Corporal, drummer, fifer or 
private, ten pounds. Provided ne- 
verthclefs, That no perfon fhall be 
obliged to remain at any fuch mufter 
above one day at a time, except in 
time of alarm, invafkm, infurreclion 
or rebellion againft this State. 

IV. And be it further enacted^ by 
the authority aforefaid, That every 
Captain and Subaltern of every regi- 
ment in this State (hall, once in every 
month, turn out, train and exercifc 
the company under his command, 
within its proper diftri& ; excepting 
the Captains and Subalterns of the 
regiments of Charleftown, who (hall, 
for fix months after tht paffing of this 
Ail, turn out, train and exercifc their 
refpedtive companies, once in every 
fortnight; after which they fhall be 
turned out, trained and exercifed, 
once in every month. And every 
fuch Captain or Subaltern, who, not 
being prevented by ficknefs or una- 
voidable neceffity, fhall refufe or 
neglect fo to do, fhall, for every fuch 
offence, forfeit and pay the following 
fines ; that is to fay, every fuch Cap- 
tain, fifty pounds, and every fuch 
Subaltern, twenty-five pounds. And 
each Serjeant, Corporal, drummer, 
fifer, Clerk and private, who, on 
having proper notice of fuch mufter, 
by beat of drum or otherwife, and 
not being prevented by ficknefs or 
any unavoidable necefEty, fhall neg- 
lect or refufe to repair to the place 
and at the time appointed for fuch 
mufter of the company to which he 
belongs, properly armed and ac- 
coutred, according to the direction* 
of this Act; or fhall not obey, at 
fuch mufter, the lawful commands of 
the officer commanding fuch com- 
pany : every fuch Serjeant, Corporal, 
drummer, 
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drummer, Jifer, Clerk or _. private, 
mall, for « very fuch offence, forfeit 
and pay in manner following ; that 
js yo fay, fuch Clerk or Serjeant, fix 
pounds, and fuch Corporal, drum- 
mer, fifer or private, five pounds. 

V. And be it further enacted, by 
the authority afonefaid, That any 
perfcn, on being appointed to the of» 
See of Serjeant or Corporal of the 
company to which he belongs, by a 
majority of the Commiflioned Officers 
thereof, who (hall refufe to undertake 
and execute the duties of fuch ap- 
pointment, lhall, for fuch refufal of 
die office of Serjeant, forfeit and pay 
the fum of twenty-five pounds ; and 
■for fuch refufel of the appointment of 
Corporal, forfeit and pay the fum of 
fifteen pounds : Provided never- 
thelefs, That no perfon fhall be 
obliged to ferve as Serjeant or Cor- 
poral, longer than a year at one time 
in feven years. And all and every 
process which matt be hTued by the 
Captain and officers of any company 
againft any perfon, for any offence 
againft this Aft, fhall be ferved or 
executed by the Serjeant of fuch com - 
pany, in which fuch perfon is, againft 
whom the procefs iffues; who is fully 
authorized hereby fb to do : Provided 
peverthelefs, if fuch Serjeant cannot 
J>e found in convenient time, that 
any lawful conftable mail be autho- 
rized hereby to execute fuch procefs ; 
which Serjeants and conftabje, re- 
fpeetively, fhall be entitled, for fo 
doing, to the fees allowed to con- 
ilabks by law, for ferving procefs, 

VI. And bejt further enacted, by 
the authprity aforefaid, ^^at the 
Captains and Commiflioned Officers 
of" |Jie different regiments of militia 
in this State fhall, an4 are hereby au- 
thorized and fequired to hold an or? 
dinary militia <:ourt once in every 
month, for the trial of offenders 
againft this Act within their refpec T 
tive companies ; a majority of the of- 
ficers of which companies, rtfpec r 
tively, fhall have full ppwer and' au- 



thority to hear and determine fuch 
offences, to adminifler the neceflary * 
oaths to witnefles, or perfons having 
legal excuies without other evidence 
thereof, and to rffue the necoflary 
procefles for inflicting and enforcing 
the payment of fuch fines and penal- 
ties as fhall be incurred by this Aft, 
in manner as hereafter directed : 
Provided neverthelefs, That if at any 
time the number of officers to any 
fych company be not fufficient to 
fona* a majority, that then the re- 
maining officers or officer fhall have 
like power to hold fuch court for trial 
•of 'fuch offenders, and to inflict and 
enforce the payment of fuch fines and 
penalties. , 

VII. And be it further enacted, 
by the authority aforefaid, That the 
Commanding Officer and Field Of- 
ficers of every regiment of the State 
aforefaid fhall, and are hereby en- 
joined to, hold a regimental militia 
<»urt in their refpective regiments, 
at leaft once in every fix months, for 
enquiring into the conduct of the in- 
ferior Commiflioned Officers of fuch 
regiment, and the punifhment of 
fuch of them as fhall offend againft 
this Act ; and to adiuinifter the ne- 
cefTary oaths to evidences at fuch 
court, and to enforce the payment of 
fuch penalties as fhall be inpurred 
un^er this Aft, within the jurifdic- 
tion of fach court, in manner as di- 
rected by this Aft? at which court 
every Qaptain of fuch regiment fhall, 
once in every fix months, make a re- 
turn on oath to the Commanding 
Officer thereof^ of all fines inflicted 
and levied by him on any defaulter 
or offender, together with an account 
in what manner fuch fines have been 
difpofed of or applied, and of the ba- 
lance or remaining fum thereof in his 
hands. Brovided neverthelefs, That 
no regimental militia court, held in 
time of peace, mail be held out of 
the diftrict of fuch regiment, and 
fhall not confift of a lefs number than 
feven ; of whom there fhall be at leait 
M m 2 ouo 
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erne Field Officer of foch regiment, 
and three Captains : and that every 
regimental militia court, held for the 
trial of any officer, for any offence 
committed by him in time of alarm, 
or while upon actual fervice, fhall 
confift of at leafl feven members, 
whereof a Field Officer of the regit 
ment to which fuch offender belongp 
{or, in cafe', of the abfence of fuck 
Field Officer, one to be appointed by 
the Commander of the expedition), 
fhall be one, and not lefs than three 
Captains ; which court mail be or- 
dered by the Commander of fuch ex- 
pedition, when he fhall think neceC- 
fary. 

VIH. And be it further enafteo^, 
by the authority aforefaid, That 
every offence committed by a Briga- 
dier-general at any time, or by a 
Field Officer, againft this Aft, in 
time of peace, and while not on fer- 
vice, fhall be hear4 and determined 
fry his Excellency fhe Prefident, or 
Governor ar*d Commander in Chief, 
as the cafe may be, and the 
Prjvy .Council for the time being, 
upon complaint made to the Presi- 
dent, or Governor and Commander 
in Chief, as the cafe may be,' of 
this State ; who are hereby empow- 
ered to inflict and enforce fuch pe- 
nalties as fhall be incurred by fuch 
offender, under this Aft; and either 
to fufpend, or break and degrade 
fuch Brigadier-general or Field Of- 
ficer, from the degree and appoint- 
ment of a Brigadier-general or Field 
Officer. And every offence com- 
mitted by a Field Officer againft this 
Aft, in time of alarm, or while on 
aftual fervice, fhall be tried and de- 
termined by a militia court, confin- 
ing of feven members belonging to 
the regiment or detachment of fuch 
Field Officer; of which number one 
at leafl fhall tie a Field Officer, and 
the reft Captains ; which court fhall 
be appointed by : the Commander of 
the" body or detachment, in which 
the faid offender fhall be, and by 



whom he is commanded; and mail 
have power to .fufpend fuch * offender 
until, on a report of fuch trial to the 
Prefident or Governor iand Com- 
mander in Chief, as the cafe may be, 
and Privy Council, for the time bei 
ing, they fhall either acq uJt fuch .of- 
fender, or inflict fuch penalties as are 
inflided by this Aft for the offence 
whereof he fhall be found guilty, oj 
caufe him to be: degraded as afore- 
faid. ' . ' * 
. IX. And be it further enacjed, by 
the authority aforefaid, That 'all o£ 
ficers neglefting to attend. -any court 
for trying offences againft this Aft, 
after being duly fu'romoned, fhall; 
for every fuch offence, forfeit the 
fum q£ twenty-five pounds ; and that, 
at every regimental militia court, of 
any other militia court, held by thp 
officers of any of the regiments of 
militia of tjiis State,, for the'punifh- 
ment of any offenders againft ithi's 
Aft; every member of every fuch 
court fhall, previous to the hearing 
or trying any fuch offenders pubr- 
licly in fuch court, take the follow- 
ing oath, to be adminiftered by OQe 
of fuch members to the Prefident or 
el deft officer ar fuch court, who fhafl 
afterwards adminifter the fame to the 
reft of fuch members, viz. * 

' " I [the per/on to fa /worn] cjo 
.fwear, that J will impartially/ with 
out fear, favour or prejudice, hear 
and determine .upon every matter or 
thing, brought or to be brought be- 
fore me, in this mili^a court, to be 
tried and determined, according to 
the beft of my fkill and ability, and 
the militia laws now in force in the 
State of South-Carolina. 

So help me GOD." 
And that no offence fhall be tried 
or determined, whereby any perfort 
fhall be punilhed or. fined under this 
Aft, in any fuch court, before t}ie 
. perfon fuppofed to commit fuch of- 
fence hath been previoufly fummoned- 
by a majority of the members of fuch 
court, by notice to attend the fame, 
mentioning 
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jnpntigni&g for what cau&, by feu 
iing> forth the offence charged, and 
fhe time and place of hojding fuch 
jcourt, for at- leaf); fen days tnereto- 
fore* in manner as, herein is pre r 
icribed; t and until fuch perfon, fo 
iummpned, ftiall thereafter wilfully 
jnake default, and not appear, ac- 
cording to fuch notice; or appear- 
ing, nc$ offer fuch defence qx excufc 
as, in t^e opinion of the majority of 
.the court, on evidence by one or 
jnore witnefs or witnefTes, or the oath 
of the party having no fuch witnefs, 
lhall appear fufficient. under this Aft ; 
which, fummons or rvotice f^jall be 
written. i'n the following form, viz. '" 
** Mr. [the name of. the offender .] 

SIR,, 
You are hereby fummoned to be 
jind appear at [the place inhere the 
court <fyilijit\ on the 'day of 

next, [or inltant] at a mi- 
litia [ordinary or regimentaj, a s thp 
ca/e may be~\ court, then and there to 
Tbe held, Recording to law ; in order 
that you may fhew caufe,*' jf any you 
Jiave, why you fhpuld not : be fined 
for , [here infer t the offence, charged*] 
Of which fail not at your ( periL 

$*?&)■• ■ £*y 

To Mr. E.' F.' 

P. H." 

And after any determination foall be 
made in any militia court as afore- 
faid, for the fining and punifjiment 
pf any offender under this Aty, no 
execution ftiall iffue againft the goods 
, or perfon of fuch offender, for tlje 
- levying of fuch fine or penalty, until 
the expiration of ten days after fucH 
* determination, and until fuch of- 
. fender (hall have had at leaft five 
' days previous notice of fuch determi- 
nation, by a fhort minute of court 
fjgnifying fuch determination, under 
the hands of the members of fuch 
court, in manner following, ferved 
on fuch offender or left at his ufual 
. abode: 

«« At a milifia [regimental or or- 
dinary] court, held tHe ' ' 



day of 177 , at 

v by officers 

of the regiment under the com,* 

mand of Cod. 

Mr. was finetj 

in the fum of for [hen fay 

for -what offence.} A.-j Memberj 

g \ of the 



(Signed) 



jy 1 court. 



Nor lhall any execution be ferved on 
the body of fuch offender! unlefs fuf- 
ficient goods and chattels of fuch of- 
fender cannot be found, whereon to 
levy fuch fine or penally. Provided 
neverthelefs, That any goods or pro- 
perty feized under this A£t fhaflbe; 
/old at public fale to the higheft bid* 
der* by ;he perfon fo feizing them, 
after five days public notice thereof; 
who, affer paying, out of the money 
arifing from fuch fale, the fum levied, 
fhall return the overplus, if any there 
J>e, to the perfon from whom fuch 
gopds w^re jfeized : on pain, that 
every Serjeant or conftat)]e, who fhaty 
neglect the fame, mail forfeit Rouble, 
the value of fuch overplus t,o the per- 
fon injured by detaining the fame^ 
And all which executions againii the 
goods and body of any offender under 
this Aft, fhall oe in the foJldwing 
form, viz. ■■'■'/" 

Execution againft goods, &c f 
Sou;h-Carolina, \ fl . 

.. Difcia. f tt ; 

By Commttfidned Officer* 

• of the regiment of [foot or horfe] 
militia, commanded fry- Col- 
in 
<p> the Serjeants of the company 
commanded by Capt. 
of the faid regiment : or in cafe 
no Serjeant at hand, to any law- 
ful con/? a £>Ie of the diftrid of 

Whereas at a militia [regimental 
or ordinary] court, held on the 
.day of * 177 at 

by Commiffioned Officers in, 

ths regiment aforefaid, according to 
law, A. B. [the offender's name] a 
perfon liable to bear arms in the com- 
; ■ pany 
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©any commanded by Capt. 
m the regiment aforefaid, hath been 
fined in the fum of for 

[/£* ^hrr^ ] which he hath not paid 
ftnce the expiration of ten days after 
the adjudication: THESE ARE 
THEREFORE to command yen or 
any of you, to levy and caufe to be 
jnade of the goods aad chattels of the 
faid A. B. the Aim of j 

and the fai4 goods expofe to public 
cutcry for falc, after fire days public 
notice : and after fuch fale dedu& the 
laid Aim of from the 

money arifing thereon, and all rea- 
sonable charges ; paying the over- 
plus, if any there be, to the faid 
1 A. B. And in cafe the goods and 
chattels of the faid A. 8. cannot be 
found or fo taken, thefe are further 
Jo command and require you to take 
the body of the faid A. fi. and him 
fafely convey to the common gaol of 
the diftridt of , and 

that you in fuch cafe alfo deliver him 
to the keeper of the faid gaol, toge- 
ther with this warrant ; hereby com- 
manding you, the faid keeper, to re- 
ceive the body of the faid A. B. a*d 
detain him in your cuftody, without 
bail or mainprize, until he fhall pay 
the faid Aim of , to- 

gether with all legal charges. And 
lor your fo doing, this fhall be your 
fufficient warrant. 

1 GIVEN, &c. A. *. (L. S.) 
C. D, (L.S.) 
E. F. (L.S.) 
X. And -be it further rnacled, by 
|he authority aforefaid, That all fines 
which are inflifted under this Aft, 
for any Aim not exceeding ten 
pounds, fhall be applied by the ma- 
jority of the officers of the company 
in which theperfons paying them are, 
towards purchaAng drums, fifes, 
ftandards and other neceflaries for the 
faid company ; and the purchasing of 
arms, ammunition and accoutre- 
ments, for fuch perfons belonging to 
fuch companies refpe&ively, as (hall, 
on oath, make it appear they cannot 



purchafe the fane, without diibefs- 
ing their families : Provided never* 
thelefs, That fuch perfons & fur- 
hifhed fhall return the fame, on re- 
moving out of the beat of fuch cent* 
pany ; on pain of forfeiting, for neg* 
left thereof, ievwty-five pounds cur* 
rency, to be recovered as all imes un- 
der fix pounds are recoverable by t&k 
A£t And that all fines recovered in 
any regiment in the country above 
ten pounds, fhall be paid by the 
Commanding Officer, once a year, 
into the treahny of this State, for the 
ufe thereof; and thofe above ten 
pounds recovered in any regiment of 
Charleftown, fhall, by the Con*- 
manding Officer, be paid at the end 
of every Ax months, into the trea- 
sury, for the ufe aforefaid : Provided 
neverthelefs, That the Major of each 
regiment fhall receive and pay in like 
manner, all fines and forfeitures in- 
curred by his Commanding Officer. 

XI. And be it further enacted, by 
the authority aforefaid, That every 
Captain of every regiment of militia 
in this State, fhall {in Charleftown 
immediately, and in the country 
within two months) after the paffiag 
of this A&, and once in e\ery fix 
months thereafter, take and enroll the 
names of all male free inhabitants, 
within the diftri&s of their refpeclive 
companies, from the age of fixteen to 
fixty years, and fhall inform them of 
the companies to which they belong ; 
who are hereby obliged to turn out 
and do the duty of fuch companies, 
whenever their refpedtive companies 
are by law obliged to be muftered or 
trained, or to perform any duty or 
lervi'%6 whatever : the publifhing of 
the times and places df any fuch mufr 
teriqg, training or performance of 
any duty or fervice,' by beat of drum, 
or any other expeditions and proper 
fanner, mall b? deemed a legal no- 
tice thereof, to oblige fuch perfons to 
appear in their refpettive companies* 
in a proper and legal manner for fuch 
purpofei, and in no other. And 

every 
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every Captain of &4ty regiment 
fhafl, immediately after taking foch 
lift (which he is hereby enjoined to 
do twice in every year, and as often 
after as required by the Commanding 
Officer) make and return an exact 
copy thereof, on oath, to the Adju- 
tant of the regiment to which he be- 
longs ; who (hall therefrom make an 
exact roll of the officers and privates 
of fuch regiments, and certify tile 
fame immediately to the Colonel of 
loch regiment, who wall return an 
exact copy thereof to the Brigadier- 
general of the brigade to which fuch 
regiment belongs, who mall retnrm 
the fame to the President or Governor^ 
and Commander in Chief, as the 
cafe may be, for the time being, 
within fixty days thereafter ; on pain 
that every fuch Captain, Adjutant, 
Colonel or Brigadier, neglecting or 
refuting fo to do, fhall, for every 
fuch oifence, forfeit the Arm of one 
hundred pounds. 

XII. And be it further enacted, 
by the authority aforefaid, That all 
perfons under the age of fix teen, and 
above the age of fixty years, arc 
hereby exenfed from bearing arms, 
in time of peace of alarm, on making 
fuch age appear on oath. And all 
perfons liable to bear arms by this 
Act, mall conftantly keep in good 
repair at his place of abode, ana ap- 
pear with at every mufter of the com- 
pany to which he belongs, and do 
duty in the faid company on all oc- 
cafions with, one good muflcet and 
bayonet, or a good fubftantial fmooth- 
bore gun and bayonet, a crofs-belt, 
and cartouch-box capable of con- 
taining thirty-fix rounds, with at 
leaft twelve rounds of good car- 
tridges filled with gunpowder and a 
leaden bullet each, fit for fuch muf- 
ket or fmooth-bore gun, and half a 
pound of fpare powder and twenty- 
four fpare rounds of leaden bullets or 
buck-lhot; or one good rifle-gun and 
tomahawk or cutlafs, with three- 
quarter* of a pound of powder and 



net led than thirty-fix leaden outlets 
proper for fuch rijfle, with an equal 
number of patches for fuch bullets ; 
together with a cover for the lock of 
fuch mufltet or gun* one ball of wax, 
one worm and picker, -fix fpare flints, 
and one fcrew-driver or fubftantial 
knife : of the fitnefs and fufficiency 
of which arms, -ammunition and ac- 
coutrements, r.he Captain or Com- 
manding Officer of each company 
mall determine. 

XIII. And be it further enacted, 
by the authority aforefaid, That every 
perfon liable to bear arms by this Act, 
whofe arms, ammunition or accou- 
trements mall be found, at any^mufter, 
deficient, and not as required by this 
Act, fhall forfeit and pay for every 
fuch part of his arms, ammunition 
or accoutrements, which mail be fo 
deficient, a fum not exceeding three 
pounds. And every Commiffioned 
Officer of any company in any of the 
regiments of militia of this State, 
may, once in every two months, and 
not oftener, with one or more Ser- 
jeants of the company under his com- 
mand, repair to the abode of every 
fuch perfon enrolled in fuch com- 
pany, and demand a fight of his'arms, 
ammunition and accoutrements; and 
every fuch perfon refuting to produce 
fuch arms, ammunition and accou- 
trements to be viewed, and who 
fhall be found dcfe&ive in any of 
them, or not to have kept them in 
good order, fhall, for every fuch re- 
fufal, or part of fuch arms, ammu- 
nition or accoutrements, fo deficient 
or out of order, forfeit and pay a 
fum not exceeding fix pounds : Pro- 
vided neverthclefs, That no fuch 
perfon fhall be fined for fuch den> 
ciency of. arms, ammunition or ac^ 

4 coutrements, if he can make it ere* 
dibly appear to the Captain of hit 
company, that fuch deficiency of fuch, 
arms, ammunition and accoutre* 
ments, is not from wilful neglect. 

XIV. (And be it further enacted, 
by the authority aforefaid^ That thje 

following 
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fbflowiilg perfbns are excufei from 
general and ordinary mutters \ that 
is to fay, the Lieutenant-governor 
for the time" being, and all fach per- 
sons as have held the offices of Pre- 
sident or Governor and Commander 
in Chief, or Vice-prefident or Lieu- 
tenant-governor ; all Members of 
the Privy Council for the time being; 
with their Clerk and Door-keepers ; 
the Judges of the feveral Courts of 
Juftice, and Clerks of fuch Courts ; 
the Matters in Chancery, Serjeant at 
Arms, Sheriffs with one Deputy 
each, Collectors of the Cuftoms, 
Comptrollers, Powder - receiver, 
CommifTary, Surveyor-general* Au- 
ditor-general, Secretary and one 
Deputy, Waiters and Searchers, Com- 
miflioners of the Treafury; all non- 
commiffioned Colonels, Lieutenant* 
colonels, Majors and Captains, in 
the feveral regiments who have borne 
fuch commiffions, or any or all of 
them refpeclively, for the fpace of 
ten years in the whole ; all Officers 
in the Continental regiments in the 
fervice of this State, who mail have 
borne commiflions for ten years fuc- 
ceflively, or who continue in the faid 
fervke until fuch regiments be dif r 
banded by public authority; the 
Members of the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, and their refpeclive 
Officers ; all Officers of the Courts t>f 
Juftice not before-mentioned, while 
attending the fame; all Juftices of 
the Peace who actually qualify and 
■aft, and no other ; all licenfed Cler- 
gymen belonging to any eftablifhed 
Church in this State ; the Poft-mafter, 
Iris Deputy and Poft-riders; theFire- 
mafters and Managers of the Fire- 
engines in Charleftown; the Pilots 
and their crews; one white man to 
each ferry, and one to each grift mill : 
but all fuch perfons (excepting the 
Lieutenant-governor and the Mem- 
bers of the Privy Council for the rime 
being; the Members of the Senate 
-and Houfe of Reprefentatives, with 
their Officers, if itting or called to 



fit, with their Clerk ana* Dooft 
keeper ; the Fire-mafters and . Ma- 
nagers of the.Fire-engines in Charles- 
town, and their afliftants whilft at* 
tending their" duty with the engines ; 
the Poft-mafter arid Poft-riders ; the 
Pilots, and their crews; one white 
man to each ferry, one to each grift- 
mill $ the CommifTary,* Powder- 
receiver, and Commiffidners of the 
Treafury) fhall, in time of alarm', 
infurrediion, invafion, or rebellion 1 , 
againft this State, appear properly 
armed and accoutred in the com- 
panies, in the diftrids of which they 
refide. And cvtry perfon, who fhall 
wilfully neglect to communicate any 
alarm, or notice of the approach of 
an enemy, fhall, for every fuch of- 
fence, forfeit and pay the fum of five 
hundred pounds. And every perfon 
who* having any notice of any alarm 
or approach of -an enemy, who, not 
being prevented, by ficknefs or any 
other unavoidable neceffity, fhall 
negledt to repair with all convenient 
fpeed, to the place and at the time 
appointed for the rendezvous of the 
company to which he belongs, to 
join fuch company properly armed 
and accoutred, as directed by this AcV 
or fuffer the faid company to be 
actually engaged before he fhall join 
the fame ; every fuch perfon fo of- 
fending, mail, for every fuch offence^ 
forfeit and pay a fum not exceeding 
one hundred' pounds, with twice the 
amount of the tax paid by fuch of- 
fender next before fuch offence, or 
which he fhall be liable to in the next 
afTefTment. And any perfon who, oa 
any alarm being ^given, or in any 
manner communicated to him,, mail 
wilfully defert from the regiment, 
troop or company, or diftrict of fuch 
company, to ^vhich he belorfg?, aftet 
having joined the fame, fhall; for 
every fuch offence, forfeit and pay 
the fum of five hundred pounds, and 
treble the amount of the tax paid by 
fuch offender next before fuch offenc* r 
or which he fhall be liable t? in the 

next 
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text augment; arid on non-pay- 
ment of the fine laft abetfe^mentkmed, 
the faid offender fhail, upon con- 
viction thereof by a Regimental 
Militia Courts be committed by or- 
der of the. faid Court to the common 
gaol of the dtftric* wherein* herefides, 
there to remain for a fpace of time 
not exceeding twelvemonths; without 
bail or mainprise. 

•XV. And be it farther enacted; 
by the authority aforefaid, That all 
draughts 1 which fhall be made by 
order of the Prefident or Governor 
and Commander in Chief, as the 
cafe may be, of and from any regi- 
ment, or any of the companies of 
any regiment in this State, in time 
of alarm, invafion, infurreftion or 
rebellion, fhall be made in the man- 
ner following; that is to fay, the 
Captain or Commanding Officer of 
every company fo to be draughted, 
Ihall, at the time and place appointed, 
caufe the names of the feveral peribns 
inlifled in fuch his refpettive com- 
pany (Officers excepted), to be writ- 
ten down, each name on a fmall fcroll 
of paper, which fhall be folded up 
and put into a hat and fhaken toge- 
ther, and the Clerk or Serjeant of 
fuch company Ihall draw out the 
number of names to be draughted ;• 
and the perfons, whofe names are fo 
drawn, mall be obliged to march 
according to fuch orders as Ihall be 
given by. the Prefident or Governor 
and Commander in Chief, as the 
cafe may be, and to perform fuch 
fervice as he Ihall judge neceflary for 
the defence of this State: And the 
reft of the perfons belonging to fuch 
company, whofe names fhall be left 
in the hat, and not be draughted, 
fhall remain together, with at leaft 
one Commiffioned Officer and Ser- 
jeant of the company, in the diftrift 
of fuch company, and (hall perform 
the duty of patrole, in manner as 
hereinafter directed. Provided ne- 
verthelefs, That there fhall not be 
draughted from any regiment or com- 
. Vol. V{. 



pany at one time, more than three* 
fourths of ftich regiment or company, 
to march out of the diftrift or divifion 
of fuch regim'eriror company.* 

XVI. And be it further enafted, 
by the authority aforefaid, That 
When any draught (hall be made from 
any company in this State, in time of 
alarm, invafion, infurredtion or re- 
bellion, the part remaining of fuch 
company;, and not (a draughted,- 
fhall, by the Officer of fuch company 
left to command fuch remaining part, 
be formed into patroles of at leaii fix 
men each, each of which patroles 
fhall be under the command of "a 
Captain of Patrole, to be appointed 
by the Officer of fuch company, and 
fhall do conftant duty, and ride pa- 
trole in the diitrid of the company to 
which fuch patrole belongs", to guard 
the plantations, and keep the flaves 
in fuch diftrifl in peace and good or- 
der, and fhall place proper guards, 
watches- and fentinels, at fie and con- 
venient places, to give notice of 
danger, and the more fpeedy advice 
of the fame to the Prefident or Go- 
vernor and Commander in Chief, as 
the cafe may be, of any army of this 
State. And every Commanding Of- 
ficer of a part of any company re- 
maining after a draught as aforefaid, 
who fhall negledt to appoint fuch 
patroles, fhall, for every fuch negleft, 
forfeit and pay the fum of one hundred 
pounds. And every otfter perfon le- 
gally .appointed to, or obliged to 
ferve in fuch patrole, who fhall re- 
fufe or neglecl the duties thereof, no^ 
being prevented by ficknefs, or any 
other unavoidable necefiity, fhall, 
for every fuch refufal or neglect, 
forfeit and pay one hundred pounds. 

XVII. And be it further enacted, 
by the authority aforefaid, That a 
Brigadier-general or a Field Officer 
negleding or refufing to do his duty, 
or obey the lawful commands of his 
foperior Officer, in -time of alarm, 
invafion, infurreftion or rebellion, 
fhal], for every fuch offence, forfeit 

N 9 , and. 
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pounds, and a fum equal to three 
times the amount of die public tax 
aflefTed on or paid by him, lafl pre-r 
xreeding fuch offence : That any 
Comrriiffioned Officer, under the dc- 
gree of a Field Officer, in the like 
cafe offending, fhall, for everv fuch 
offence, forfeit and pay the (urn of 
three hundred pounds, and a fum 



State, fhall, at his cods and charges, 
(and not of fuch fervant or appren- 
tice) within two jnonths after fuch 
apprentice or fervant fhall enter into 
Jlis fervgee, furnj4h and provide fucji 
apprentice or fervant, and during his 
fervitude-with fuch mafter, with the 
arms, ammunition and accoutre- 
ments, required by this Aft, and 



equal to three times the amount of (hAl keep the fame for fuch appren- 



the public tax aflefled 6n or paid by 
him laft before fuch offence: And 
that any Non-commiffioned Officer 
or private in the, like cafe offending, 
4hali, for every fuch offence, forfeit 
and pay the fum of one hundred and 
fifty pounds, and a fum equal to 
three times the amount of the public 
tax afTefled on or paid by him lafl 
before fuch offence. 

XVIII. And be it further* enafted, 
by the authority aforefaid, That 
every perfon who fhall be guilty of 
any infult or contempt of the autho- 
rity of any Militia Court held by 
virtue of this Acl, or who fhal] refufe 
to obey any legal order or procefs 
iflued therefrom, fhall,- forevery fuch 
Offence, forfeit and pay a fum not 
exceeding one hundred pounds, at 
the difcretion of the majority of fuch. 
Court ; and on non-payment of the 
fame, fhall be committed by the faid 
majority of fuch Court, to the com- 
mon gaol of the diftricl* wherein fuch 
offence is committed, to remain for a 
fpace of time not longer than a 
month. 

XTX. And be it further enafled, 
by the authority aforefaid, That in 
every. detachment fronyany regiment 
or company in this State, there fhall 
not be iefs than ten privates arid one 
Serjeant and Corporal, and one 
drummer, to each Commiflioned s 
Officer. 

■ XX. And be it further enacled, 
by the authority aforefaid, That 
every mafter or perfon having power 
over, or government of any frec-b.*rn 



tice or fervant in good order; and 
mall caufe fuch apprentice or fervaut 
to repair, completdy armed and 
accoutred therewith, to all tnaftei*, - 
trainings and other fervices of the 
company in which fuch apprentice or 
fervant h enrolled ; And in. cafe (nch 
apprentice or fervant iltail ncglccl or 
refufe to appear at any fuch mullcr, 
training or other duty of fuch com- 
pany, or his arm*! ammunition Of 
accoutrements iliaJI be found deficient 
thereat j every fuch mailer or perfpn 
hiiviug the government of fuch ap- 
pi entice or fervant, ihall forfeit and 
p r uy the forfeitures and penalties un- 
j.r this Act for the fame, as if fuch 
often ce was committed only by fuch 
matier or perfon governing fuch ap- 
prenctce or fctv&nt \ Provided never - 
thelef*, That every apprentice or 
fervant* who, being furiuflied as di- 
rected by thii Act, mail wilfully nnd 
of his own accord, againft theexprefs 
direction* of the mailer or perfon go* 
Vcrniog him, commit any oifence 
againft this Aft, fuch pufot Or per- 
ion governing fuch appr entice r*r fer- 
yan:, mall be liable to the penalties 
inflicted for the iame ; and every 
fuch apprentice or lcrv+m AJj, f r 
every juai often pounds ib palJ,icr\e 
inch periou fo paying the ftrne a^ a 
fejvant, for the ipace of one month* 
and io in a greater or k& proportion ; 
And all fervanu or apprentice* fluJl 
be allowed the icon fcf itx ninths 
after being ditc harmed na',n l>nu(«dc, 
to provide themfclvc* afuu, ammu- 
nition aad accoutrements ^ diretkJ 
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by this Aft ; during; which time they 
{hall be exempted from the penalties 
thereof for non-compliance. 

XXL And be it further enacted, 
by the - authority aforefaid, That no 
procefs for any matter or caufe what- 
ever (except (edition, felony or breach 
of the. peace) mall be ferved on any 
perfon at any mufter in purfuance of 
this Act, or in going to or returning 
from the fame, or within twenty-four 
hours after fuch return home: Nor 
ihall any arms, ammunition or ac- 
coutrements of any perfons be liable 
to be feized or diftrained for rent in 
arrear, or taken by any procefs for 
any debt or damages whatsoever ; on 
pain, that every procefs fo ferved, . or 
/♦izure fo made, /hall be void and 
null in law, and the perfon ferving 
the fame fhali forfeit the Aim of 
twenty pounds, to be recovered be- 
fore any Juftice of the Peace of this 
State, in the diflrict -where fuch of- 
fence is committed. 

XXII. And: be it further enabled, 
by the authority aforefaid, That any 
perfon raifmg or attempting to raile 
any mutiny or fedition in any regir 
ment, troop- or company, under arms 
or in array, mall forfeit and pay a 
(urn not exceeding fifty pounds; And 
the Commanding Officer of fuch 
regiment, troop or company, fhaii 
have power, and is hereby author 
rized, to imprifon and confine fuch 
offender during the time fuch regi- 
ment, troop or company ihall be fo 
under arms or arrayed, ; as aforefaid : 
Provided, That if fuch perfon fo o& 
fending be a fervant, and ihall not 
forthwith pay fuch fine, fo to be in 
flitted as aforefaid, the faid Com- 
mander of fuch regiment, troop or 
company, may caufe him to fye whipt 
pn the bare back, with a number of 
ilripes not exceeding twenty* 

XXIII. And be it further enacted, 
by the authority aforefaid, fhat any 



in this State, raife or attempt to ra!fe\ 
any fedition or mutiny in aay regi- 
ment or company in this State, fhall,: 
for every fuch offence, forfeit and 
pay a fum not exceeding fix hundred . 
pounds, and a. Aim equal to three 
times the amount of the tax affeffed on 
or paid by him next before fuch of- 
ftnce: And every Commiflioncd Of- 
ficer inferior to a Field Officer, in 
the like cafe offending, fhall, for' 
every fuch offence, forfeit and pay a, 
fum not exceeding three hundred" 
pounds, and a fum equal to three* 
times the amount of tax affeffed on or 
paid by fuch offender next before fach 
offence: And that every Non-com- 
miffioned Officer or private, in the 
like cafe offending, mall, for every 
fuch offence, forfeit and pay a fum of 
money not exceeding two hundred 
pounds, and a fum equal to three 
times the tax affeffed on or paid by 
fuch offender, next before fuch of- 
fence. And on non-payment of any 
pf the faid fines above fpecified, the 
faid offenders, upon conviction there- 
of, by fuch perfons or court as they 
are by th^s Act liable to be tried re^ 
fpe&ively, Ihall be committed, by 
the order of fuch perfons or court 
respectively, to the common' gaol of 
the diflrict wherein the offence may 
be committed, there to remain for a 
fpacc of time not exceeding twelve 
months, without bail or mainprize. 
Provided, That if any Private fo of- 
fending be a fervant, and incapable 
pf paying fuch fine, he ihall fuffer 
the puniibmentof thirty-nine ilripes 
on his bare back. 

XXIV. And be it further enacted, 
by the authority aforefaid, That if 
any perfon Ihall remove from the 
diflrict pf the company fo which he 
belongs, and ihall reijde in the 
diflrict of ajiother company, fudi 
perfon fo removing, ihall be liable t;o> 
the duties pf the company of the 



Brigadier-general or field Officer, . diftrict -from which he fo removes, and 
who fhall, during any alarm, inva- all the penalties of this Act for not 
fion, iuforrt&ion or rebellion of Of [performing the fame, as if fuch per- 
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fon had not Co removed, until he fhall 
produce from the Captain of the 
diftrift to which he hath fb removed, 
a certificate to the Captain of the 
diftrid from which Tuch jperfon is 
removed, certifying that he is en- 
rolled and erilifted in the company of 
that diftricT: in which he then refides : 
Provided, that no perfon removing or 
abfeonding from Charleftown in time 
©f danger or alarm, fhall be entitled 
to fuch certificate. 

XXV. And belt further enabled, 
by the authority aroreiaid, That the 
Prefident or Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief for the time being, 
as the cafe may be, by and with the 
advice and confeht of the Privy 
Council, mail have full power, and 
h hereby authorize'!, on receiving 
a*ry crea:ble information of any i*n- 
va:ic V iaiurreclion or rebellion, in- 
tended- again ft this 'State, to 6rder 
fu-h ; arts of any of the regiments or 
companies of this State (not exuding 
three-fourth parts of iuch regiments 
or companies) as he fhall think ne- 
ccflary, to be draughted at a certain 
time and place, and to be aflembled 
and n. arched in proper order by a 
certain* time, and to fuch place, as he 
Ihall think^moft proper to repel or 
fupprefs any'fdch invafion, infur- 
rcction or rebellion ; 'there to remain 
and to perform fuch fervice' as he 
fhall judge re'quifite and neceflary for 
the fafety and defence of this State. 
"' XXVI. And be it -further ejiacled, 
by the 1 authority aforefaid,* That the 
Prefiderit'or Governor and 'Com- 
mander in Chief of this State, as the 
cafe may be;' for the' time beingi is 
hereby authorized, empowered 5 ami 
required, en receiving any credible 
information of anyinfurredlion, in- 
vafion* of" rebellion' being actually 
commenced or intended again ft this- 
State, to caufe an alarm to be made 
and' publimed thrpughout the fame, 
bycau'fmg fix cannon to be fired, two 
at a time", at three minutes di fiance, 
and by* fending orders and exprefTes 



to the feveral Brigadiers and Field 
Officers of the different regiments of 
militia of this State, to raife and? 
aftemble fuch parts of their refpective 
brigades, regiments, troops or com- 
panies, and to march them at fuch 
time and to fuch place, as the- Prefi- 
dent or Governor and Commander in 
Chief, as the cafe may be, fhall 
think neceflary ; which alarm fhall 
be carried throughout the whole State 
by the feveral Commiffionedl Officers 
of the militia, by firing three fmall 
arms at convenient intervals and 
places, and by the fpeedy raifing of 
their feveral companies, and giving 
notice of the approach of the enemy. 

XXVII. And be it further enaaed, 
by the authority aforefaid, That any 
CommifTioned Militia Officer, on 
fight, knowledge, or credible in- 
formation; of any infurre&ion, in- 
vafion bjr rebellion againft this State* 
fhall have full power and authority to 
publifh an alarm by fomg three fmall 
arm's, and fhall raife the company to 
which he belongs, by beat of drum, 
or the moft expeditious manner pof- 
fible } and fhall, with all convenient 
fpeed, difpatch two exprefle?, one to 
the Prefident or Governor and Com* 
mander in Chief, aa 'the <#fe may 
be, and the other to the nearjsft Bri- 
gadier or Jleld Officer of the brigade 
or regiment to which the faift com- 
pany belongs, with an account of the 
caufe of fucK alarm $ which Briga- 
dier. or Field Officer of thewbrigade 
or regiment is hereby, enjoined and 
•required imraediatelyto march*, part 
:of his brigade or regiment {not ex- 
ceeding three-fonrths) to the affiftauce 
of any of the inhabitants of thk State 
"who are in danger :: And, all feribns 
having knowledge of fuch;,-ajarnv 
fhall continue and extend'jj&e fajpeby 
ftriag three fmall armsaiaibre/aidt 
■ XXVULAjidbeitfurdietenaelted, 
by the authority.aforefatd^ That every 
Captainor Commanding Officer «f a 
company of militia of .the State afore- 
faid, is. hereby authorized, empow- 
ered 
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$red and required, on difcovering any 

§ irate, Indian, fea rover, runaway 
ave, or other enemy, who fhall, in 
a hoftile manner, hurt or attempt to 
hurt the inhabitants of this State, or 
any of them, in their perfons or pro- 
perty, to aflemble and raife any num- 
ber of* men belonging to their refpect- 
ive companies, and to give notice \o 
and call to their aid the officers and 
men of any adjacent company, and. 
to take, kill, deftroy or difperfe fuch 
pirate, Indian, fea rover, runaway 
flave, or other enemy : And every 
perfon belonging to any company 
iummoned for ttye purpofe aforefaid, 
who, not being prevented by ficknefs, 
or other unavoidable neceflity,, fhall 
peglect or refufe to turn out according 
to orders, prpperly armed and ac- 
coutred, on being fo fummoned, 
fhall, for every fuch offence, forfeit 
and pay a fum not exceeding one 
hundred pounds, with a fum equal 
to twice the tnx paid or aflefled on 
fuch perfon next before fuch offence. 

XXIX. And be \i further ena&ed, 
by the authority aforefaid, That in 
time of alarm,- invafton, infurrecYion 
or rebellion, every Brigadier and 
'Field Officer of any brigade or regi- 
ment, or Captain of any cpmpany, 
may, and is hereby authorized and 
empowered, when called out on 
a£fcua] /ervice* to imprefs by warrant, 
under hand and feal, directed to any 
Serjeant or Corporal, any provifions, 
horfes, waggons, boats or neceflaries, 
which they may fland in 'need of in 
the fervice op which they are fo cal- 
led, and for tfjfe brigade, regiment, 
troop or company fo called out on 
► fuch? fervice : And all and every of 
fuch^articles (hall, before difpofed of 
to the public ufe as aforefaid, be ap- 
praifed and; valued; % three free- 
. holders bt*indfflferent perfons onoath, 
to be adminifiered 'by any Com- 
mrflioned Officer prefentV provided 
no magiilme be at hand," who fhall 
fix the value thereof, together with 
fuchlofs as fhall be fuftajnecj by the 



owner or owners of fiich things fb 
imprefled, by imprefTmg the fame; 
a copy of which appraisement, on 
oath as aforefaid, under the hands of 
fuch appraifers, together with a re- 
ceipt for the faid articles foappraifed, 
fhall be given by the Officer by whofe 
command the faid goods are fo im- 
prefled, to the owner of fuch goods ; 
who, on delivering fuch copy of ap? 
praifement and receipt into the pub* 
He treafury of this State, fhall be pai4 
the amount of fuch appraifement : 
Provided neverthelefs, That every 
Officer who fhall caufe any goods or 
effects to be imprefled as aforefaid, 
during an alarm and while on fervke, 
fhall, immediately after the ceafing 
of fuch alarm, and of fuch fervice 
whereon fuch eflefts were fo im- 
prefled, caufe the fame to be fold at 
public fale to the higheft bidder, 
after ten days notice of fuch fale f 
and return within three months there- 
after, into the public treafury of 
this State, an exack account on oath 
of fuch fale, together with the mo* 
nics arifing therefrom; and alfo an 
exact account on oath of all fuch am- 
munition and provifipni furnifned by 
the public, which'fhall ;hen remain 
unexpended by any brigade, regi- 
ment, troop or company, under the 
command of fuch Officer, on any 
expedition or fervice in time of alarm, 
as aforefaid. 

XXX. And be it further enafteJ, 
by the authority aforefaid, That 
every perfon in this State, who hath 
any property, power or comman4 
over any male flave or flaves in this 
State, as owner of fuch flaves, or as 
manager, attorney or truilee for the 
owner of any fuch flaves, fhall, on 
the firfl day,, of January in every, year, 
return to the Captain or Command- 
ing Officer of the company of the 
diftricl wherein fuch perfon, being 
owner, manager, attorney or truilee, 
of fuch flayes, fliallrende, a faithful 
and true "lift of all male flaves from 
the age of iixleen to fixty years. 
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rending in fuch diftrift, and whereof 
fucli perfon is owner, or hath command 
and controul, as aforefaid; in which 
lift the names of fuch flaves lhall be 
fpecified on oath by the perfon re- 
turning the fame, to the Captain of 
the diitrict wherein he or fhe refides, 
tvho fhall return the fame to the 
Commanding Officer of the regiment 
to which fuch Captain belongs, which 
Commanding Officer of fuch regi- 
ment mall caufe the fame,, within 
two months thereafter, to be laid be- 
fore the Prcfident or Governor and 
Commander in Chief, as the cafe 7 
may be, and Privy Council for the 
pme being. 

XXXL And be it further enacted, 
by the authority aforefaid, That the 
President or Governor and Com* 
mandcr in Chief, as the cafe may be, 
and Privy Council of the State afore- 
faid for the time being, are hereby 
authorized and required, when they 
lhall think it neceftary; to order the 
Captains of the militia of this State 
to enlifl in their refpective companies 
any number of fuch flaves fo returned 
po them as aforefaid, not exceeding 
one third of fuch companies, and 
jTuch as the faid Captains fhall ap- 
prove of as faithful and fit for fervice, 
to be employed as hatchet-men or 
pioneers in fuch companies, and 
doing the fatigue duties thereof. 
.The owners of every fuch flave fo en- 
lifted, ihall be allowed out of the 
treafury of this State, the fum often 
lhillings for every day fuch flave fhall 
be employed or retained in fuch fer- 
vice : and in cafe any fuch flave fhall 
be killed, maimed or wounded in, 
JTuch fervice, the owner or owners 
thereof fhall be allowed and paid out 
of 'the public treafury of this State, 
fuch a fum of money as fhall, by two 
indifferent freeholders on oath, the 
One to be chofen by the owner of fuch 
flave, the' other by the Captain un- 
der whom he was enliiled, or an um- 
pire alfo. on oath, chofen by fuch 
freeholders, be deemed (equivalent to 



tha lofs fuftained by fuch owner of 
the flave fo killed, maimed or 
wounded as aforefaid ; which valua- 
tion fhall be made under tfie hand 
and feal of the perfon or perfon* 
making the fame, and fhall be lodged 
in the public treafury on payment 
thereof. 

XXXII, And be it further enacted, 
by the authority aforefaid, That 
every perfon having any property, 
command or power over any male 
flave, as owner, manager, attorney 
cfr truftee, who fhall refufeor neglect 
to make out and give in fuch lift in 
manner as, and at the times, directed 
by this Act, fhall, for every fuch of- 
fence, forfeit and pay the fum of 
twenty pounds current money : And 
every fuch perfon, who fhall neglect 
or refufe to fend and' order any fuch 
flaves, in times of alarm, to join the 
company, in which the flave mall be 
enlifted as a pioneer or hatchet-man 
as aforefaid, after notice of fuch en- 
liftment, fhall, for* every fuch of- 
fence, forfeit and pay the fum of 
fifty pound* current money: Which 
fines fhall be recovered by the majo- 
rity of the officers of fuch company, 
in which fuch flave is enlifted, from 
the owner or perfon having command 
of fuch flave, 'in manner as other 
fines are recoverable by this Act, and 
fhall be paid into tlje public treafury 
for the ufe of this State. 

XXXIIL And be it further enact- 
ed, by the authority aforefaid^ That 
every poor freeman or white fervant, 
who fhall, during any engagement or 
action, boldly fight any of the ene- 
mies of this State, and in fuch fight 
be maimed or difabled from kbour, 
fhall, upon obtaining a certificate 
thereof under' the hajids and feals of 
a majority of the Field Officers of 
the regiment or troop to which he be- 
longs 1 , be thenceforth entitled to, and 
mall yearly receive out of the public 
treafury of this State, during his life 
and abode in this State, the fum of 
one. hundred pounds current money. 
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And if fuch poor freeman or white 
fervant fo maimed or difabled mall 
j>e a married man, ihall in fuch cafe, 
on receiving fuch certificate, be en- 
titled to, and receive out of the trea- 
fury of this State, during life and 
abode in this State as aforefaid, the 
yearly fum of one hundred and fifty 
pounds current money. And in cafe 
any poor freeman or white fervant, 
being a married man, and having to 
the number of two children under the 
age of twelve years, {hall Iofe his life 
in any engagement, action Or fight, 
in the fervice of this State againft 
the enemies thereof, then and in 
fuch cafe the widow of every fuch 
' poor freeman or white fervant mall 
be from thenceforth entitled to and 
yearly receive, during her widow- 
hood, the fum of two hundred 
pounds current money. And in cafe 
fuch poor freeman or white fervant, 
who ihall fo lofe his life, Jhall Iea\e 
no widow, but more than one child, 
every of fuch children being uader 
(he age of fourteen years, ihall be 
entitled to, and yearly receive from 
the public treafury of this State, the 
fum of fifty pounds current money, 
until he or Ihe ihall refpectively at- 
tain the faid age of fourteen years. 

XXXIV. And whereas it is necef- 
fary for the fervice and defence of 
this State, that the prefent artillery 
company in Charleftown, eftablifhed 
bylaw, be augmented to a battalion, 
to confift of three companies in man- 
ner as hereinafter mentioned ; be it 
therefore enacted, by the authority 
aforefaid, That immediately after the 
pafling of this Act, there (hall be 
three companies of artillery in 
ipharleilown, to be raifed out of the 
militia of the faid town ; .which three 
companies, ftwll conftirute a, battalion 
pf artillery : To which battalion of 
artillery there Ihall be one Major 
Commandant, three Captains, three 
Captain-lieutenants, three Firft Lieu- 
tenants, three Second Lieutenants, 
one Adjutant, one Surgeon and Af- 



fiftant, one Quarter-mafteri twelve 
Serjeants, fix drummers., fix fifers, 
and two hundred andf twenty-five 
• rank and file? and which battalion; 
fo conflicted, ihall be under the 
fame rules and regulations as are 
eftablifhed byany Act or Acts of the 
General Aflembly,. pafTed for efta- 
bliming the prefent artillery company, 
in all refpe&s whatever; and fuch 
further regulations eilablifhed for the 
government of the militia of this 
State by this Act, fo far as the fame 
relates to the artillery of Charlef- 
town. 

XXXV. And whereas it may be 
expedient for the fafety of Charlef- 
town, that the Prefident or Com- 
mander in Chief, as the cafe may be, 
for the time baing, Ihould have pow- 
er to .order out the regiment of the 
Charleftown militia and the Charlef- 
town battalion of artillery, to guard 
the faid town when it may not be ne- 
cefTary to declare the State to be in 
alarm; be it therefore enacted, bv 
the authority aforefaid, That it mal'l 
and may be lawful for the Prefident 
or Governor and Commander iri 
Chief, as the cafe may be, with the 
advice^ and confent of the Privy 
Council, when the good order, 'peace 
and fafety of Charleftown Ihall make 
it abfolutely neceiftry, to order fuch 
regiment or battalion, or fo many 
.companies thereof as he (hall think 
neceiTary to perform the duty of a 
town-guard, any thing herein con* 
tained to the contrary thereof in any 
wife notwithstanding' ; which town- 
guard, when on fluty,, mail be veiled 
with all fuch powers, privileges and 
authorities, as have been heretofore 
given to any watch company or town- 
guard^ by any law of this State, 
Andif'zny perfon oxperfons, who, 
Tby this Act, is or are made liable to 
perform the duty of a town-j^Mrd, 
ihall neglect or refufe to perform the 
fanie, when thereto legally required, 
all and every fuch perfon or perfon9 
ihall be fubjeft to fuch pains and per 
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naltles as he is orthey^are made li- 
able toby this Aft, for not appear- 
ing at general mufters. 

XXXVI. And be it further enacted* 
by the authority aforefaid, That im- 
mediately after the paffing of th s Aft, 
and once in every fix months there- 
after, every Colonel or Commanding 
Officer oV every regiment or troop, 
ftull caufe every Captain of every 
fuch regiment or troop to have this 
Aft publicly read at the head of their 
refpeftive companies, to the officers 
and privates thereof, by the Clerk of 
fuch refpeftive companies ; on pain, 
that every fuch Colonel or Com- 
manding Officer, Captains and Clerks 
of fuch regiments, troops and com- 
panies, refpeftively, who fhall ne- 
glect or refufe fo to do, mail forfeit 
and pay the fum of fifty pounds cur- 
rent money, to be recovered by any 
perfon who will give information of 
the fame to any two Juftices of the 
peace, ty warrant under ths hands 
and feals of fuch two Juftices. 

XXXVII. And be it further enaft- 
ed by the authority aforefaid, That 
all other Acts and claufes of Acts, 
heretofore made and enacted, and all 
the Refolves of the .late Provincial 
Congrefs of this State, refpecting the 
militia, are hereby repealed and an- 
nulled, and fhall henceforth be deem- 
ed and taken to be of no force or 
effect, excepting fuch Aft and claufes 
of Acts as have been made and enact- 
ed for eftablifhing and regulating the 
artillery company, formed out of the 
militia of Charleftown ; whiqh faid 
Acts and claufes of Acts refpecting 
the faid artillery company, hereby 
formed into a battalion, are hereby 
continued and enforced: Provided 
neverthelcfs, That all fines and pe- 
nalties hereby declared and incurred, 
under and by virtue of this Act, for 
any' defaults or offences therein men- 
tioned, fhall be held and confirmed to 
extend equally to the faid battalion of 
artillery, for any fuch defaults or of- 
fences made and committed by the 



officers and privates thereof; wnicfe 
faid offences fhall be heard, tried and 
determined by the officers of the faid 
* battalion of artillery only. 

XXXVIII. And be it further 
enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
That any perfon or perfons whatso- 
ever, who fhall be fued, impleaded, 
molefted or profecuted, for any mat- 
ter, caufe or thing done or executed, 
or to be done or executed, by virtue 
of or in purfuance of this Act ; and 
all and every perfon or perfons', who 
fhall or may, by the command or in 
aid and affiftance of any perfon or 
perfons, who fhall do or execute, or 
caufe to be done or executed, any 
matter or thing, by virtue of or in 
purfuance of the directions of this 
Act, fhall and may plead the general 
iflue, and give this Act and the fpe- 
cialmatter in evidence : and in cafe 
the plaintiff fhall fuffer a difcontinu- 
ance, enter a noli profiqui, fufter a 
nonfuit, or if a verdict or judgment 
fhall pafs againflhim, he fhall pay to 
every defendant that fhall be acquit- 
ted, and for whom judgment fhall 
pafs, his full treble cofts,of fuit. 

XXXIX. And be it further enaft- 
ed by the authority aforefaid, That 
this Aft and every matter and thing 
.therein contained, fhall be and re- 
main in full force for feveii years, 
and from thence to the then next {cf- 
fions of the General AfTcmbly of this 
State, and no longer. 

Hugh Rutledge, Speaker of 
the Legiflative Council. 
In the Council Chamber the zBth day 
of March, 1778. 
AfTented to 

RawLins LoWtfDES. 

Thomas Bee, Speaker of the 

General Aflembly. ; 

An Aci for eftablijhing the Coiiftitu* 
tion of the State of South-Carolina. 
Whereas the Conftitution or Form 
of Government agreed to and refolved 
upon by the freemen of this country, 
met in Congrefs xhp Zcrth day of 
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March, 1^76, was temporary Only;, 
and fuited to the fituation of their 
public affairs at that period, looking 
forward to ah accommodation with 
Great-Britain; an event then defired : 
And whereas the United Colonies of 
America have been fince cohftituted 
Independent States j and the political 
connexion heretofore fubfifting be- 
tween them and Great-Britain en- 
tirely diflblved by the declaration of 
the Honourable the Continental Con- 
grefs, dated the 4th day of July, 
1 776, for the many great and weighty 
reafons therein particularly^ fet forth ; 
it therefore becomes abfolutely necef- 
fary to frame a Conftitution fuitable 
to that great event : Be it therefore 
conftituted and enacted, by his Ex- 
cellency Rawlins Lowndes, Efq. 
Prefident and Commander in Chief 
in and over the State of South Caro- 
lina, by the Honourable the Legifla- 
tive Council and General Aflembly, 
and' by the authority of the fame, 
That the following articles agreed 
upon by the freemen of this State, 
now inet in General Aftembly, be 
deemed and "held,, the Conftitution 
•and Form of Government of the faid 
State, unlefs altered by the Legisla- 
tive authority thereof;- which Confti- 
tution or Form of Government fhall 
immediately take place and be of 
forcfc from the pacing of this Aft, ex- 
cepting fuch parts as are hereafter 
•mentioned and fpecified. 

I. That the ftile of this country be 
hereafter The State of South-Caro- 
lina. 

H. That the Legiflative authority 
Be yefted in a General Aflembly, to 
conM of two diftinct bodies, a Senate 
and Houfe of Reprefentatives ; but, 
that the Legiflature of this State, as 
eftabliftied by the Conftitution or 
Form of Government, pafled the 
'26th of March, 1776^ (hall continue 
and be in full force, until the 29th 
-day of November next enfuing. 

III. "That as foon as may be after 
the firft meeting of the Senate and 
** Vol, VI 



Houfe of Reprefentatives, and al 
every Orb meeting of the Senate and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives thereafter, 
to be ele&edJby virtue of this Confti- 
tution, they fhall, jointly, in the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, choofe by * 
ballot, from among themfelves or 
from the people at large, a Governor 
and Commander in Chief, a Lieute- 
nant-governor, both to continue for 
two years, and a Privy Council, all 
of the Proteftant religion, and till 
fuch choice fhall be made, the former 
Prefident, or Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief, and Vice-prefident, 
or Lieutenant-governor, as the cafe 
may be, and Privy Council; fhall 
continue to act as fuch. - 
• IV. That a member of the Senate 
or Houfe of Reprefentatives, being 
chofen and acting as Governor and 
Commander in Chief, or Lieute- 
nant-governor, fhall vacate his feat, 
and another perfon fhall be elected in 
his room. 

V. That every perfon who (hall be 
elected Governor and Commander in 
Chief of the State, or Lieutenant- 
governor, or a member of the Privy 
Couucil, fhall be qualified as follow- 
eth, that is to fay, the Governor and 
Lieutenant-governor fhall have been 
refidents in this State for ten years, 
and the members of the Privy Coun- 
cil five years, preceding their faid 
election, and fhall have in this State 
a fettled plantation or freehold, in 
their and each of their own right, of 
the value of at leaft ten thoufand 
pounds currency, clear of debt; and, 
on being elected, they lhall refpecV 
tivelv take an oath of qualification in 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

VI. ^hat no future Governor ami 
Commander in Chjef who lhall ferve 
for. two years, (hall be eligible to 
ferve in the faid Office after the ex* 
piration of the faid term, until the 
full end and term of four years. 

VII. That no perfon in this State 
fhall 1 hold the office of, Governor 
thereof, or Lieutenant-'gavernor, and 
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any other office or commiffion, (civil 
or military, except in the militia) 
either in , this or any other State, or 
under the authority of the Continen- 
tal Congrefs, at one and the fame 
time. 

VIII. That in cafe of the impeach- 
ment of the Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief, or his removal from 
office, death, refignation, or abfence 
from the State, the Lieutenant-go- 
vernor mall fucceed to his office, and 
the Privy Council mall choofe, out 
.of their own body a Lieutenant-go- 
vernor of the State. And in cafe of 
the impeachment of the Lieutenant- 
governor, or his removal from office, 
death, refignation, or abfence from 



) 

fon, or brother to the Governor for 
the time being, be elected in the 
Privy Council during his adminiftra- 
tion.— A member of the Senate or 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, being cho- 
fen of the Privy Council, (hall not 
thereby lofe his feat in the Senate 
or Houfe of Reprefentatives, unlefs 
he be elected Lieutenant-governor, 
in which' cafe he (hall, and another 
perfon (hall be chofen in his (lead. 
The Privy Council is to advife the 
Governor and Commander in Chief, 
when required, but he (hall not be 
bound to confult them unlefs directed 
by law.— If a member of the Privy 
Council (hall die or depart this State, 
during the recefs of the General Af- 



the State,, one of the Privy Council, fembly, the Privy Council (hall choofe 



to be chofen by themfelves, (hall fuc- 
ceed to his office, until a nomination 
.to thofe offices refpectively, by the 
Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
for the remainder of the time for 
which the officer fo impeached, re- 
moved from office, dying, refigning, 
©r being abfent, was appointed. 

IX. That the Privy Council (hall 
eonfift of the Lieutenant-governor for 
the time being, and eight other mem- 
bers, five of whom (hall be a Quorum, 
to be chofen as before directed, four 
^wr&rve for two years/ and four for 
one year, and at the expiration of 
one year, four others (hall be chofen, 
in the room of the laft four, to ferve 
for two years, and aH future mem- 
bers of the Privy Council (hall 
thenceforward be elected to ferve for 
fcvo years, whereby there will be a 
.new election every year for half of the 
Privy Council, and a conilant rota- 
tion eftabliflied; but no member of 
the Privy Council, who (hall ferve 
for two years (hail be eligible to ferve 
^herein after the expiration of the faid 
.terra, until the full end and term of 
four years: Provided always, that no 
officer of the army or navy, in the 
iervtce of the Continent or this State, 
•nor Judge of any of the courts of law, 
.fhaljf be eligible ; nor (hall the father, 



another to aft in his room, mntil a 
nomination by the Senate and Houfe 
of Reprefentatives (hall take place. — 
The Clerk of the Privy Council (hall 
keep a regular journal of all their 
proceedings, in which (hall be enter- 
ed the yeas and nays on every qjief- 
tion, and the opinion, with the rea- 
fons at large, of any member who de- 
(i es it; which journal (hall be lail 
before the Legiflature when required 
by either Houfe. 

)C. That in cafe cf the abfence 
from the feat of Goverment, or (ick- 
nefs of the Governor and the Lieute- 
nant-governor, any one o( the Privy 
Council may be impowered by the 
Governor, under Jrisr hand and feai, 
to act in his room ; but fuch appoint- 
ment (hall not vacate his feat in the 
Senate, Houfe of Reprefentatives, or 
Privy Council. 

XL That the executive authority 
be veiled in the Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief, in ' manner herein 
mentioned. 

XII. That each pari(h and diftrict 
throughout this State, (hall on the 
lad Monday in November next, and 
the day following, and on the fame 
days of every fecond year thereafter, 
elect, by ballot, one member of tne 
Senate; except the diftrict of St. Phi- 
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lip and St. Michael's parifhes, 
Charleftown, which fhall elect two 
members, and except alfo the diftrift 
between Broad and Saludy Rivers, in 
three divifions, viz. the Lower dif- 
trict, Little River diftrict, and Upper 
or Spartan diftrict ; each of which faid 
divifions fhall elect one member ; and 
except the parifhes of 1 St. Matthew 
and Orange, which fkall elect one 
mrmber ; and alfo except the parifhes 
iof Pnnce George and AH Saints,which 
fhall elect one member. And the 
election of Senators for fuch parifhes 
refpectively, (hall, until otherwife al- 
tered by the Legiflature, be at the 
parifh of Prince George, for the faid 
parifh and the parifh of All Saints, 
and at the parim of St. Matthew for 
that parifh and the parim of Orange; 
to meet on the firft Monday in Ja- 
nuary then next, at the feat of Go- 
vernment, unlefs the cafualties of 
war or contagious diforders fhould 
render it unffcfe to meet there; in 
which cafe the Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief for the time being, 
may, by proclamation, with the ad- 
vice and canfent of the Privy Council, 
appoint a more fecure and convenient 
place of meeting; and to continue 
-for two years, from the faid laft Mon- 
day in November ; and that no per- 
fon fhall be eligible to a feat in the 
faid Senate, unlefs he be of the Pro- 
feftant religion, and hath attained the 
age of thirty years, and hath been a 
refident in this State at leaft five 
-years. Not left than thirteen mem- 
bers fhall be a Quorum to dp bufinefs, 
but the Prefident or any three mem- 
bers mav adjourn from day to day. 
No perfon who refides in the parim 
or diftrict for which he is elected, flwtt 
take his feat in the Senate, unlefs he 
poffefTes a fettled eftate and freehold, 
in his own right, in the faid parifh or 
diftrict, of the value of two thoufand 
pounds currency at leaft, clear of 
debt; and no non-refident fhall be 
eligible to a feat in the faid Senate, 
fcnjeft he *s owner #f a fettled eftate 



and freehold, in hh own right, in 
the parifh or diftrict where he is elect-' 
ed, of the value of (even, thoufand 
pounds currency at leaft, alfo clear of 
debt. 

XIII. That on the laft Monday in 
November next and the day follow- 
ing, and on the fame days of every 
fecond year thereafter, members of 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be 
ehofen, to meet On the firft Monday 
in January then next, at the feat of 
Government, unlefs the cafualties of 
war or contagious diforders fhould 
render it unfafe to meet there, in 
which cafe the Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief for the rime being, 
may, bv proclamation, with the ad- 
vice and confent of the Privy Coun- 
cil, appoint a more fecure and con- 
venient place of meeting; and to 
continue for two years from the faid 
laft Monday in November. Each 
parifh and dSftrict within this State, 
fhall fend members to the General 
AfTembly in the following proporr 
tiqhs, that is to fay, 

The parifh of St. Philip and St. 
Michael, Charleftown, thirty mem- 
bers. 

The parifh of Chrift Church, fix 
members. 

The pari/h of St. John, in Berkley 
county, fix members. 

The pariih of St r Andrew, fix 
members. 

The parifh qf St. George, Dor- 
chefter, fix members. 

The parifh of St. japes, Goofe • 
creek, fix members. 

The parifh of St. Thomas *nd St; 
Dennis, fix members. 

The parifh of St. Paul, fix mem* 
bers. 

The parifh of St. Bartholomew, 
fix members. 

The parifh 0? St. Hakna, fa 
members. 

The parifh of St. James, Santee, 
fix members. . 

The parifh of Prince George, Wi- 
nyah, four members. 
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The parifli of All Saint*, two 
©embers. 

The papfh of Prince Frederick, 
fix members. 

The parifli of St. John, in Colle r 
ton county* fix members, 

The parifli of St. Peter, fix mem- 
ben. 

The parifli of Prince William, fpc 
members. 

The parifli of St. Stephen, fix 
members. 

The diftrict to the eaftward of Wa ? 
teree River, ten members. 

The diftrict of Ninety : fix, tea 
members. 

The diftrid of Saxe-Qotha, fix 
members. 

The diflrid between Broad and 

Saludy Rivers, in three divifions, viz. 

The lower diftrid, four members. 

The Little River <fiftrict, four 

members. 

The upper or Spartan diftrict, four 
members. 

The diftrict between Broad and 
Catawha rivers, ten members. 

The diftrict called the New Ac- 
quiiiuon, ten members. 

The parifh of St. Matthew, three 
members. 

The parifli of Orange, three mem- 
bers. 

The parifli of St. David, fix mem- 
bers. 

The diftrict between Savannah Ri- 
ver and the North Fork of Ediilo, 
fix members. 

And the election of the faid mem- 
bers 'fhall be conducted, as near as 
»ay be, agreeable to the directions 
of the prefent or any^future Election 
After Acts." And where iherc are 
no churches or church-wardens in a 
, diftrict or parifli; the Houfe of Re- 
preferitativea, at ' jbmc convenient 
time before * their, expiration, fhall 
appoint places of election, and per- 
sons to receive votes and make re- 
* turns. The qualification of electors 
jfhall be, that every free white man* 
and no other perion, who acknow- 



ledges the being* of * God, and be r ' 
lieves in a future ftate of rewards an4 
punifhments, and who has attained 
to the age of on<: and twenty yean, 
and hath been a refident and an in- 
habitant in this State for the fpace of 
one whole year, before the day ap- 
pointed for the election he pffers iq 
give his vote at, and hath a freehold 
at of leaft fifty acres of land, or a 
town lot, and hath been legally, feiz- 
ed and poflefled of the fame, at leaft 
fix months previous to fuch election, 
or hath paid a tax the preceding year, 
or was taxable the prefent year, at 
leaft fix months previous to the faid 
election, if a Aim equal to the tax on 
fifty acres of land, to the fupport of 
this government, ihall be deemed a 
Derfon dualized to vote for, and flull 
be capable of electing, a reprefenta- 
tive or reprefentatives, to ferve as a 
member or members in the Senate, 
and Houfe of Reprefentatives, for 
the parifh or diftrict where he actually 
is a refident, or in any other parifli 
or diftrict, in this State, where he 
hath the like freehold. Electors fhall 
take an oath or affirmation of quali. 
fication, if required by the returning 
officer. No perfon fhall be eligible 
tp fit in the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
unlefg he be of the Proteftant reli- 
gion, and hath been a refident in this 
State for three years, previous to his 
election. ^ The qualification of the 
elected, if refidents in the parifh or 
diftrict for which they fhall be re- 
turned, fhall be the fame as menti- 
oned in the Election Act, and con*, 
(trued to mean clear of debt. But 
no non-refident fhall be eligible to a 
feat in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, - 
unlefs he is owner of a fettled efbue 
and freehold, in his own right, of 
the value of three thoufand and five 
hundred pounds currency at leaft, 
clear of debt, in the parifh or diflrict 
for which he is elected. 

XIV. That if any parifli or diC 

trict neglects or refutes to elect mei»» 

. bers i pr, if the mejAbers,chofen do 
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mot meet in General Aflembly ; thofe 
who do meet (hall have the powers of 
the Qeneral AfTembly, Not left 
than fixty-nine members (hall make a 
Houfe of Reprefentatives to do bufi r 
nefs ; but the Speaker, ox any feyen, 
members, may adjourn from day to 
day. 

XV., That at tfce expiration of 
feven years after the patting of this 
Conftitution, and at the end of every 
fourteen years thereafter, thereprc™. 
fentation of the whole State (ball be 
proportioned in the moft equal and 
juft manner, according to the parti- 
cular and comparative flrength, and 
taxable property, of the different 
parts of the fame ; regard being al- 
ways had to the number ef white in- 
' habitants and fuch taxable property, 
XVI. That all money bills for the 
fupport of government, (hall origi- 
nate in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
and fhall not be altered or amended ' 
by the Senate, but may be rejected 
by them ; an<J that np money be 
drawn out of the public treafury, but 
by the Iegiflative authority of the 
State* All other bills and ordinances 
may take rife in the Senate or Houfe 
of Reprefentatives, and be altered, 
amended, or rejected by either, A&s 
and ordinances having patted the 
General AfTembly, mall have the 
great feal affixed to them, by a joint 
committee of both houfes, who fhall 
wait .upon the Governor, to receive 
and return the feal-; and fhall then be 
figned by the Prefident of the Senate, 
and Speaker of the Houfe of Repre- 
fcntatives, in the Senate Houfe, and 
(hall thenceforth have the force and 
validity of a law, and be lodged in 
the Secretary's Office. And the Se- 
nate and Houfe of Reprefentatives 
refpe&ively, fhall enjoy all other pri- 
vileges which have at any time been 
claimed or exercifed, by the Com- 
mens Houfe of AfTembly. 

XVII. That neither the Senate 
tior Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall 
vf oower tp adjourn. ., themfelvcs, 



for any longer time than three days* 
without the mutual confent of both T 
The Governor and Commander in 
Chief fhall have no power to adjourn, 
prorogue, or diflblve them; but 
may, if neceffary, by sai with the 
advice and confent «f the Privy 
Council, convene them, before the 
time to which they fhall fland ad- 
journed. A nc ^ where a bill hath been 
rejected by either Houfe, it fhall not 
be brought in again that feffion, 
without leave q£ the Houfe, and a 
notice of fix days being previouily 
given, 

XVIII. That the Senate and Houfe 
of Reprefentatives fhall each cheofe 
thejr refpective officers, by ballot, 
without controul. And that, during 
a recefs, the Prefident of the Senate 
and Speaker of the Houfe of Repre^ 
fentanves, fhall ifTue writs for filling 
up vacancies, occafioned by death, 
in their refpe&ive Houfes* giving at 
leaft three weeks, and not more than 

, thirty- five ^3ays previous notice, of* 
fke time appointed for the election. • 

XIX. That if anyparifh or diftrid 
/hall negletf to elect a member or 
members, on the day of election ; or, 
in cafe any perfon chofen a member 
of either Houfe, fhall rcfufe to qua- 
lify and take his feat as fuch, or die, 
or depart the State; the Senate or 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, as the cafe 
may be, fhall appoint proper day* 
for electing a member or members, 
in fuch cafes refpettively. 

XX. That if any member of the 
Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
fhajl accept any place of emolument^ 
or any commiffion (except in the mu 
Iitia or commiffion of the peace) and 
except as it is excepted in the tenth 
article, be fhall vacate his feat/ and 
there fhall thereupon be a new elec- 
tion; bat he fhall not be difquaMed 
from ferving, upon being re-elefted, 
unlefs he is appointed Secretary of 
the State, a Commillioner of the^ 
Treafury, an Officei of the Cuftoms, 
I^egifter of Mefne Conveyances, a 
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Clerk of cither of the Courts of Juf- 
tice, Sheriff, Powder- receiver, Clerk 
of the Senate, Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives, or Privy Council, Surveyor- 
feieral, or CommifTary of Military 
tores ; which officers are hereby de- 
clared difqualified from being mem- 
bers either of the Senate or Houfe of 
Reprefentatives. 

XXI. And whereas the Mimfters 
of the Gofpel are, by their profeflion, 
dedicated to the fervice of God; and 
the cure of fouls, and ought not to 
be diverted from the great duties •£ 
their function ; therefore, no Minif- 
tcr of the Gofpel, or public Preacher, 
of any religious perfuafion, while he 
continues in the exercife of his pafto- 
ral function, and for two years after, 
ihall be eligible either as a Governor; 
Lieutenant-governor, a Member of 
the Senate, Houfe of Representa- 
tives, or Privy Council in this State. 

XXII. That the delegates to re- 
prefent this State in the Congrefs of 
the United States, be chofen annu- 
ally, by the Senate and Houfe of Re- 
presentatives, jointly, by ballot, in 
the Houfe of Representatives. And 
nothing contained in this ConftitUw 
tion fhall be conftrued to extend, to 
vacate the feat of any member, who 
is or may be a delegate from this 
State to Congrefs, as fuch. 

JCXIII. That the form of impeach- 
ing all officers of the State, for mal 
and corrupt conduft in their refpec- 
tive offices, not amenable to any 
other jurifdiifion, be veiled in the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives : But, that 
it mail always be neceflary, that two- 
third parts of the members prefent do 
confent to, and agree in,fuch impeach- 
ment. That the Senators and fuch 
of the Judges of this State, as are not 
Members of the Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives, be a court for the trial of 
impeachments, under fuch regula- 
tions as the legiflature fhall eftablifh : 
And that, previous to the trial of 
every impeachment, the members of 
;hs i:ud court iliall reflectively be 



fwora, truly and impartially to try 
and determine the charge in que/Hon, 
according to evidence. And no 
judgment of the faid court, except 
judgment of acquittal, fhall be valid, 
unlefs it fhall be affented to by two- 
third parts of the members then pre- 
fent. And on every trial, as well on 
impeachments as others, the party ac* 
cufed fhall be allowed counfeL 

XXIV. That the Lieutenant-go- 
vernor of the §tate, and a Majority 
of the Privy Council for the time be*, 
ing, fhall, until otherwife altered by 
the Legiflature, exercife the powers of 
a Court of Chancery. And there 
fhall be ordinaries appointed in the 
feveral diftri&s ift tkis State, to be 
chofen by the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, jointly, by ballot, . 
in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, who 
fhall, within their refpe£live diftri&s, 
exercife the powers heretofore exer- 
cifed by the Ordinary ; and until fuch 
appointment is made, the prefent 
Ordinary in Charleftown, ihall 
continue to exercife that office, as 
heretofore, 

XXV. Thatthejurifdiftionofthe 
Court of Admiralty be confined to 
maritime caufes. 

XXVI. That Juftices of the Peace 
fhall be nominated by the Senate and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, jointly, 
and commiffioned by the Governor 
and Commander in Chief, during 
pleafure. They mail be intitled tQ 
receive the fees heretofore eftablifhed 
by law ; and not acling in the ma* 
gifbacy» they mail not be intitled to 
the privileges allowed to them by law. 

XXVII. That all other judicial 
officers fhall be chofen by ballot, 
jointly, by the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, and, except the 
Judges of the Court of Chancery, 
commiffioned by the Governor and 
Commander in Chief, during good 
behaviour; but fhall be removed on 
addrefs of the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives. 

• XX.V1IL Tliat the Sheriffs, qua- 
lified 
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lified as by law directed, fhall be 
chofen in like manner, by the Senate 
and Houfe of Reprefentatives, when 
the Governor, Lieutenant-governor, 
and Privy Council are chofen* and 
eommiffioned by the Governor and 
Commander in Chief for two years, 
and fhall give fecurity, as required 
by law, before they enter on the exe- 
cution of their office. No Sheriff who 
fhall have ferved for two years, fhall be 
eligible to ferve in the faid office, after 
the expiration of the faid term, until 
the full end and term of four years, 
but fhall continue in office until fuch 
choice be made : Nor fhall any perfon 
be eligible as Sheriff, in any dirtrict, 
unlefs he fhall have refided therein, 
for two years, previous to the election, 

XXIX. That two Commiffioners 
of the Treafury, the Secretary of the 
State, the Regiflers of Mefne Con- 
veyances in each diftrict, Attorney- 
general, Surveyor-general, Powder- 
receiver, Collectors, and Comp- 
trollers of the Cuftoms, and Waiters, 
be chofen in like manner, by t£e 
Senate, and Houfe of Representa- 
tives, jointly, by ballot, in the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives, and eommiffioned 
by the Governor and Commander in 
Chief, for two years. That none of 
the faid officers refpectively, who fhall 
have ferved for four years, fhall be 
eligible to ferve in the faid offices, 
after the expiration of the faid term, 
until the full end and term of four 
years, but fhall continue in office 
until a new choice be made : Pro- 
vided, that nothing herein contained, 
(hall extend to the feveral perfons 
appointed to the above offices re- 
fpectively, under the late conftiitution. 
And that fhe prefent, and all future 
Commiffioners of the Treafury, and 
Powder-receivers, fhall each give 
bond, with approved fecurity, agree- 
able to law. 

XXX. That all tne Officers in the 
Army and Navy of this State, of and 
above the rank of Captain, fhall be 
chofea by the Senate and Houfe of 
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Reprefentatives, jointly, by ballot* 
in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, and 
eommiffioned by the Governor and 
Commander in Chief; and that all 
otherOfficers in the Army and Navy 
of this State, fhall be eommiffioned 
by the Governor and Commander in 
Chief. 

XXXI. That in cafe of vacancy, 
in any of the offices above directed to 
be filled by the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, the Governor and 
Commander in Chief, with the ad- 
vice and con fen t of the Privy Council, 
may appoint others in their ftead, 
until there fhall be an election by the 
Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives 
to fill thofe vacancies refpectively. 

XXXII. That the Governor and 
Commander in Chief, with the ad- 
vice and confent of the Privy Coun- 
cil, may appoint, during pleafure, 
until otherwife directed by law, all 
other neceAary officers, except fuch 
as are now by law directed to be other- 
wife chofen. 

XXXIII. That the Governor and 
Commander in Chief fhall have no 
power to commence war, or conclude 
peace, or enter into any final treaty, 
without the confent of the Senate and 
Houfe of Reprefentadves. 

XXXIV. That the resolutions of 
the late CongrefTes of this State, and 
all laws now of force here (and not 
hereby altered) fhall fo continue* 
until altered or repealed by the le- 
gislature of this State, unlefs where 
they are temporary, in which cafe 
they fhall expire, at the times re- 
fpectively limited for their duration. 

XXXV. That the Governor and 
Commander in Chief for the time 
being, by and with the advice and 
confent of the Privy Council, may 
lay embargoes, or prohibit the ex- 
portation of any commodity, for any 
time, not exceeding thirty days, in 
the recefs of the General AfFembly. 

XXXVI. That all perfons who 
fhall be chofen and appointed to any 
office, or to any place of truft,- civil 

or 
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fcr military, befort entering upon the 
execution of office, fhall take the fol- 
lowing oath : 

" I A. B, do acknowledge the 
State of South Carolina to be a free, 
independent, and fbvereign State, and . 
that the people thereof owe no alle- 
giance or obedience to 

And 
I do renounce, refufe, and abjure, 
any allegiance or obedience to him : 
And I do fwear, of a&rm (as the cafe 
nay be) that I will, to the utmoft of 
my power, fupport, maintain and 
defend the faid State, againft the faid 

and his 
heirs and fucceflbrs, and his or their 
abettors, aifi&ants, and adherents, 
and will ferve the faid State in the 
office of with fidelity 

and honour, and according to the 
belt of my &ill and underftanding. 
So help me God. 

XXXVIL That adequate yearly 
Salaries be allowed to the public 
officers of this State, and be fixed 
by law. 

XXXVITI. That all perfons-'jmd 
religious focietics, who acknowledge 
^hat there is one God, and a future 
flate of rewards and punifhments, 
and that God is publicly to be-war- 
fhipped, mall be freely tolerated. 
The Chriftian Proteftant religion 
fhall be deemed, and is hereby con- 
ftituted and declared to be, the eftab- 
Ijfhed religion of this State. That all 
denominations of Chriftian Pro- 
tectants in this State, demeaning 
themfelves peaceably and faithfully, 
ihall enjoy equal religious and civil 
privileges.— To accomplish this de- 
irablc purpofe, without injur}' to the 
religious property of thofe focieties of 
Chriftiaas, which are by law already 
incorporated, for the purpofe of reli- 
gious worftiipj and to put it fully 
into the power of every other fociety 
of Chriftian Proteftants,. either al- 
ready formed, or hereafter to be 
formed, to obtain the like Incorpo T 
ration, It it hereby conftituted, ap- 



pointed, and declared, That the re* 
fpeetive focieties of the Church of 
England; that are already formed in 
this State, for the purpofes of reli- 
gious worfhip, (hall ftill continue In- 
corporate, and hold the religious pro- 
perty now in their poffeffion. And 
that, whenever fifteen or more male 
perfons, not under twenty-one years 
of age, profefling the Chriftian Pro- 
teftant religion, arid agreeing to unite 
themfelves in a fociety* for the pur- 
pofes of a religious -worfhip, they 
fhall (on complying with the terms 
herein after mentioned) be, and be 
conftituted, a church, and be efteemed 
and regarded in law as of the eftab- 
lifhed religion of the State, and on a 
petition to the Legiftature-, (hall b« 
wtitled to be incorporated*, and to 
enjoy equal privileges. That every 
fociety of Chriftians, fo Formed, fhall 
give themfelves a name or deno- 
mination, by which they fhall be 
called and known in law; and all 
that afTociate with them for the pur- 
pefes of worlhip, fhall be efteemed 
as belonging to the fociety fo called : 
But that, previous to rhe eftablifh- 
ment and incorporation of the re- 
ipeftive focieties of every denomi- 
nation as a fore faid, and in order to ■ 
intitle them thereto, each fociety fo 
petitioning, fhall have agreed xo> and 
fubferibed^ in a book, the following 
Ave articles, without which* no agree- 
ment or union of men, upon pfetence 
of religion, fhall rntitle* them to be 
incorporated, and efteemed as a 
Church of the eftabrHhed religion of 
this Sute : 

Firft, That there is one eternal 
God, and a future ftate of rewards 
and punifhments. 

Second, That God* is publicly to 
Be worfhipped. 

Third, That the ChrifHatt rail. 
gion is the true religion. ;; ■- 

1 Fourth, ThartHe Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and"Nef# Teftainent arc 
of Divine In^ffiraticm, antt-we the 
rule of faith arf£ptt&ie& <. : - : - 

Fifth. 
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Fifth, That it is lawful, and the 
duty of every man, being thereunto 
called by thofe that govern, to bear 
witnefs to truth. • 

That every inhabitant of this State, 
when called to make an appeal to 
God, ai a witnefs to truth, fhall be 
permitted to do it in that way which 
is molt agreeable to the dictates of 
his own confeience'. And, that the 
people of this State may for ever enjoy 
the right of electing their own pallors, 
or clergy; and, at the fame time, 
that the State may have fufficient fe- 
curity, for the due difcharge of the 
paitoral office, by thofe who fhall be 
admitted to be clergymen ; no perfon 
mall officiate as miniiter of any eftab- 
lifhed church, who fhall not have been 
chofen by a majority of the fociety to 
which he fhall minifter, or by perfon s 
appointed by the faid majority t» 
chufe and procure a minifter for them, 
nor until the miniiter fo chofen and 
appointed, fhall have made and fub- 
fenbed to the following declaration, 
over and above the afbrefaid five 
articles, vie. 

That he is determined, by God's 
grace, out of the Holy Scriptures, to 
fnitruft the people committed to his 
charge, and to teach nothing, (as 
required of neceffity to eternal fal- 
vation) but that which he fhall be 
perfuaded may be concluded and 
proved from the Scriptures ; that he 
will ufe both public and private ad- 
monitions, as well to the fick as to 
the whole, within his cure, as need 
ihall require and occafion fhall be 
jriven ; and that he will be diligent 
in prayers, and in reading of the 
Holy Scriptures, and in fuch itudies 
as help to the knowledge of the fame ; 
that he will be diligent to frame and 
fafhion his own felf, and his family, 
according to the doftrine of Chrift, 
and to make both himfelf . and them, 
as much as in him lieth, wholefome 
examples and patterns to the flock of 
Chrift; that he will maintain and fet 
forwards, as much as he can, quiet* 
Vol. VI. 



nefs, peace, and love, among all 
people ; and efpecially among thofe 
that are or fhall be committed to his 
charge. 

No perfon fhall difturb or moleft 
any religious afTembly, nor fhall ufe 
any reproachful, reviling, or abufive 
language, againft any church ; that 
being the certain way of difturbing 
the peace, and of hindering the con* 
verfion of any to the truth, by en- 
gaging them in quarrels and animo- 
fities, to the hatred of the profefTors, 
and that profeflion which otherwife 
they might be brought to aifent to. 
No perfon whatfoever fhall /peak any 
thing, in their religious afTembly, 
irreverently, or feditioufly, of the 
government of this State. No perfon 
mall, by law, be obliged to pay to- 
wards the maintenance and fupport 
of a religious worfhip that he does not 
freely join in, or has not voluntarily 
engaged to fupport : but, the 
churches, chapels, parfonages, glebes, 
and all other property, now belong- 
ing to any focieties of the Church of 
England, or any other religious fo- 
cieties, fhall remain, and be fecured, 
to them for ever. The poor fhall be 
fupported, and elections managed, 
in the accuftomed manner, until laws 
fhall be provided, to adjuft thofe 
matters in the mod equitable way* 

XXXIX. That the whole State 
fhall, as foon as proper laws can be 
parted for thofe purpofes, be divided 
int«diftrifts and counties, and county 
courts eftablifhed. 

XL. That the penal laws, as here- 
tofore ufed, fhall be reformed, and 
punifhments made, in feme cafes, 
lefs fanguinary, and, in general, 
;more proportionate to the crime. 

XLI. That no freeman of this 
State be taken, or imprifoned, op, 
difTeizedof his freehold, liberties or 
privileges, or out-lawed, or exiled, 
or in any manner deftroyed, or de- 
prived of his life, liberty, or pro- 
perty, but by the judgment of his 
peers, or by the law of the ^and* 

Pp XLILThat 
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XLII. That the military be rub- 
ordinate to the civil power of the 
State. 

.XLIII. That the liberty of the 
prefs be inviolably prefcrved. 

XLI V, That no part of this Con- 
fHtution fhall be altered without a 
notice of ninety days being pievioufly 
given ; nor fhall any part of the fame 
be changed without the confent of a 
majority of the members of the Se- 
nate and Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

XLV. That the Senate and Houfe 
of Reprefentatives (hall not proceed 
to the election of. a Governor or 
Lieutenant-governor, until there be a 
majority of both Houies prefent. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

An A3 to ohlige every free Male In- 
habitant ef this State, above a 
certain Age, to give AJfarance cf 
Fidelity and Allegiance to the fame t 
and for other Ptfrpofes therein men- 
tionedi 

WHEREAS : the eftabtiihed and 
fundamental principle of all feciedes, 
where mankind jmite for common 
fafety and happinefc, has rendered 
the bleffingof prottclionand the duty 
of allegiance neceftarily reciprocal and 
infeparable, whereby thofe who will 
not conform, to the latter, forfeit 
every right or claim to the former. 
Be it therefore enacted^ by his Excel- 
lency Rawliks Lownpbs, Efq. 
Prcfident and Commander in Chief 
in and over th» State of South Ca- 
rolina, and by the Honourable the 
Legislative Council and General 
Aflembly of the faid State, and by 
the authority of the fame, that every 
free -male perfon withm this State, 
above the age of fixteen years, (hall 
take and fabfcribe the following oath 
or affirmation ^before the perfcm- or 
perfons, and within the time herein- 
after appointed* and luaitcd : 
Tbatistoiay, 

' «< I A. B* do iwear (or affirm, as 
the cafe may be) That 1 will bear 



true faith and allegiance to the Stattf 
of South Carolina, and will faithfully 
fupport, .maintain, and defend the 
fame againfl 

his fuccefTors, abettors, 
and all other enemies and oppofers 
whatfoevcr ; and will, without delay, 
difcoyer to the executive authority, 
or fome one Juftice of the Peace in 
this State, all plots and confpiracies 
that (hall come to my knowledge 
Hgainlt the faid State, or any other 
of the United States of America. 
So help me God." 
And be it further ena&ed, by the 
authority aforefaid, That the Co- 
lonel of the regiment of militia, and 
Captain of the company of artillery 
in Charleftown, within one month, 
and the Colonels or Commanding 
Officers of the feveral other regiments 
or companies of militia throughout 
this State, within three months after 
the pafling of this Aft, fhall caufe 
their tcfye&foe r regiments.and com-: 
panies to be a {Tern bled at fome con- 
venient place ; and the faid Colonels 
or Commanding Officers, at the head 
of their Taid regiments refpectively, 
fhall take the oath above prefcribed, 
and then adminifler tke fame to all 
the other Commiffioned Officers of 
the faid regiments; and the Captaius 
and other CommifTioned Officers of 
companies, after taking the oath, 
fhall tender and adminifler the fame 
to theNon-commiffionedOfficetsand 
privates of their refpeclire companies ; 
And if any Commiffioned Officer, 
Non-commiffioned Officer, or private, 
fhall refufe to take the faid oath* 
every fuch perfon fo refufing fhall be 
immediately difarrac.d. Provided air- 
ways, -That every pirfon fp di&r nu4 
fhall neverthelefs be obliged to attend, 
all mnfters, but be exempted -,$ro$pt 
fines for appearing tnexea^witb^u? 
arms, ammunition, or accoutrement. 
And be it further enia#e4»«b}sifr» 
authoriry aforefaid,. Tfiat ifatWfipw* 
fon or perfons, by reafon cu^ficfoie&p 
•r other unavoidable, accidenas, ^all 
... .'.-., not 
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not repair to the place fixed upon by 
his or their Colonel or Commanding 
Officer for the aflembline of the re- 
giment or company at the time ap- 
pointed, and take the faid oath, that 
then every fuch perfon or perfons 
fhall, within one niontk thereafter, 
go before the Captain of tiie.corn> 
pany to which he or they belong, and 
take the oath aforefaid; which being 
done, the faid Captain fhall certify 
the fame in manner as is hereinafter 
directed ; and in default thereof, fuch 
-peribn or perfons fhall be disarmed, 
^y orders of the Captain aforefaid. 

And be it further enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid, That, from and 
immediately after the paflihg of this 
Act, the members of the prefent 
Legiflative Council and General Af- 
fembly, in their refpective houfes, 
and all jjerfons holding any office or 
place of truit or emolument in this 
State; alfo all ferrymen, pilots, and 
all other perfons not fubjedt to militia 
duty, except in times of alarm, mall, 
within one month thereafter, before 
any one Juftice of the Peace, take 
and fubferibe the oath above-men- 
tioned : Nor fhall any perfon or per- 
fons hereafter be capable of being 
chofen of appointed to any office, 
place of truft, Or emolument in this 
State, "or be qaalified to vote at any 
public election whatever, or to ferve 
■as a Juror in any Court within this 
State, or be at liberty to commence 
any action or fuit either in law or 
equity, or to hold or poflefs any 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments 
in this State, by gift, devife or pur- 
chafe, unlefs fuch perfon or perfons, 
previous to his or their appointment 
to fucH office, place of truft, or emo- 
lument, ' voting 'at 1 fuch election, 
ferving on any Jury, commencing 
any action or fuit, or purchafirig 6r 
poflefling any lands, tenements or 
hereditaments, fhall have taken the 
oath above prefcrioed, before fpme 

Juftice of the Peace, or other perfon 
ereia before appointed to adminifter 



the fame ; any law, ufage, of euftom 
to the contrary thereof in any wife 
notwithftanding. 

And be it further enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid, That all and 
every perfon and peHbns coming 
hereafter , into this State, either by 
land or water, fhall, and he or they 
is, and are, directed and required 
immediately to go to the neareft - 
Juftice of the Peace in the parifh or 
diftrict into which he or they fhall fo 
arrive or come, and take the oath 
before prefcribed ; whereupon he or 
they fhall obtain a certificate or cer- 
tificates thereof from the faid Juftice-: 
And if any perfon or perfons fhall 
neglect to comply with the directions 
of this Act, any one Juftice of the 
Peace, within his proper parifh or 
diftrict, (hall, and he is hereby au- 
thorised, enjoined, and required, im- 
mediately to caufe fuch perfon or 
perfons to be apprehended and 
brought before him, and to tender 
him or them the oath above-men- 
tioned; and on refufal to' take it, he 
or they, fhall be committed, by the 
faid Juftice, to - the neareft gaoJ, 
where fuch perfon or perfofts is, or 
are, there to remain; without bail or 
mainprize, untii he or they fhall 
give bond, with good ; ftcurity, in 
thefum of io,oool. currency imme- 
diately to depart the Seate, nevef to 
return, unleis permitted by the le- 
giuative authority' of fhe State ; 
which bond fhall be made payable to 
the Preftdent or Commander in 
Chief for the time being, for the 
ufe of the State. Provided always, 
TThat if bond and fecurity be not 
given within thirty days after com- 
mitment^ as aforefaid, that then the 
Prefident or Commander in Chief 
fhall caufe fach perfon or perfons to 
be fent pff in the firft veffel or vefleb 
that fhall thereafter fail for Europe 2 
And further provided, That nothing 
herein contained fhall extend, or be 
conftrued to extend, to any prifoners 
of war, officers in the army aa<\ Aawy 
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of the United States; or of -this State* 
or matter* or marineis actually be- 
longing to any (hip or other veflel 
trading to the State* and not citizens 
of the fame, or merchants trading 
here from ports under the dominion 
of foreign powers in amity with, the 
United States. 

And be it further enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid. That all perfbns 
-authorized by this Aft, to tender and 
adminifter the oath therein contained, 
fhall, immediately after administering 
fuch oath, give to the perfcn or per- 
fons who mail take the fame, the fal- 
lowing certificate (that is to fay) - 

" I do hereby certify, That ■;,_ 

hath taken and fubferibed 
the oath (or affirmation, as the cafe 
may be) of allegiance and fidelity, 
as directed by an Act of the General 
AfTembly of die State of South Caro- 
lina, entitled, " An Act to oblige 
every free., male inhabitant of this 
State, above a certain age, to give 
ailurance of fidelity and allegiance to 
the fame, and for ether purpofeV* 

And be it further enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid, That every per- 
son who is authorized by this Act to 
adminifter the oath above prefcribe^, 
fhall keep a fair regiiter of the names . 
of all and every perfojv or .perfons, to 
whom the faid oath fhall; be admi- 
niftered, and-alfo of fuch as fhall re- 
fufe to take the fame, and tranfmit 
authentic copies of fuch registers; 
.under their hands and feals re- 
flectively, on every 4th day of July 
'yearly; to the. Sheriff of the diflrict 
whereinfuch. perfon, or perfons refi4e, 
who have taken or oref ufed to take the 
faid oath. 

And be it further enacted, by the 
authority afonefeid. That; all and 
/every perfon andperfons, neglecting 
-or refufing to tike the faid oath* 
within the time 7 ppefcribed by this 
Act, and remsjiufig in the State 
more than &xxy days thereafter, fhall 
be thenceforth incabable of cxercifing 
any profeflion, traac, art or myftery 



in this State ; or buying or felling* 
or acquiring or conveying, any pro* 
perty whatever ; and all property 4b 
bought pr fold, acquired or conveyed, 
fualf be forfeited and difpofed of, 
one half to the informer, and the 
other half £0 thii State: And die 
perfon or perfons fb buying, felling, 
acquiring or conveying aforefaid, 
fhall likewjife forfeit the fum of one 
hundred pounds current money tp 
'the State, for every act and thing that 
he or they fhall d%, which he or they 
is or are hereby diffcualified from 



And be it further enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid, -^hat if. any 
perfon or perfons required by this 
Act to take the oadi hereby prefcri bed, 
fhall refufe or neglkit to 'take the 
fame, and fhall depart . this State 
within fixty days tixereaftcr. all and 
every fuch perion and perfons may 
appoint an attorney or ^ariornies, to 
be approved of by the Cpmtfunder 
in Chief for the time being ; which 
attorney or attornies fhall fell or dif- 
pofe of all and Angular the eftate, 
real or perfonal, of fuch perfon or 
.perfons by whom he or they fhall be 
appointed^ and all fuch ftm an<J 
fums of money as fhall arife froni 
the faid fale, as wel] as all and every 
other fum and fums of money which 
fhall be due and owing to the fa|d 
perfon or perfons, '/fhall, after fatis, 
fying all juft and eqiutable^claims. 
and demands which fhall be broughf 
againft fuch perfon or perfon*, be 
remitted by the (aid attorney or 
attornies, to his or their principal, 
within twelve months after the perfon 
or perfons who fhall fo refufe or 
'neglect "to take the faid Oath fhall 
have" withdrawn him Or themfelves 
from this State: And /ir* the faid 
perfon or perfons ib refriBnjf and 
neglecting, and wfthfoawing,; fhall 
not appoint an attorney or attornies, 
in fuch cafe, flte Commander in 
Chief for the time being fhall, with 
the advice of the Privy Council, ap- 
point 
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poipt proper perfons to take charge 
bf the' eftate of the faid perfon or 
perfons, To leaving this State; and 
the perfons fo to be appointed fhall, 
within three months from the day of 
their appointment, fell and jifpofe of 
fuch eftate as fhall' be committed to 
them by virtue* of this Aft, and pay 
the money which fhall arife from the 
faid fale, into the ' public treafury of 
this State : And in cafe tjie attorney 
Or attornies to be appointed by the 
perfon or perfons leaving this State, 
ihall not remit to/hira or them the 
money to arife from the frid fales, as 
well as a^ other money that fhall be 
Hue or owing to the faid perfon pr 
perfons, within twelve months after 
fuch perfon or perfons fhall have 
withdraw^ from this State ;' then the 
faid attorney or attornies fhall, with- 
in one month' after the expiration of 
the time limited for remitting the faicj 
money,' pay the fame into the public 
treafury of this State. '• J 

And be it further enafted, by the 
autlu>rity'*aforefaid, That * the attor- 
ney or attornies of all fuch perfon Or 
perfons 'as have' been ' feht off this 
State, in *confequence of having re- 
.fufed to tak< the oath prefcribed by 
an ordinance, entitled, r * An Ordi- 
nance .Tor eftablilhing an Oath of 
Abjuration and Allegiance," parted 
. the.^th day of February, 1777, 
"fhall, ivithin "eighteen months after 
.tjie pa#ng-of this Aft, fell and dif- 
. pofc of all andfingular 'the eftatei 
realand.perfonal,of fuch perfon or 
jwrfons W whom they were appointed 
attorney or attornies, and to remit 
to him or .them, within twelve months 
therca/ter, all fuch fum : or fums of lots' and lands now -belonging to any 



the Commander In Chief for the 
time being, fhall, with the^ advice 
of the Privy Council, appoint fome 
perfon or perfons in the place of the 
attorney or attornies fo neglefting or 
refufing to aft or remit: which per- 
Ton or 4 perfons fo to be appointed, 
ihall, within three months after his 
or their appointment, fell or difpofe 
of the eftate. or eftates to to be com- 
mitted to his or their charge, and pay 
the money to arife from inch fale ox 
fales into the public treafury of this 
*6tate. 

And be it further enafted, by the 
authority aforefaid. That if any per- 
fon refufing or neglefting to take the 
oath prefcribed by this Aft, and who* 
drawing from this State, fhall return 
to the fame, then he fhall be ad- 
judged guilty of treafon againft this 
State, and fhall, «pon conviction 
thereof, fuffer death as a traitor. 

And be it further enafted,- by the 
authority aforefaid, That the firft 
claufe in an Ordinance, entitled, 
y An Ordinance for eftaWifhing am " 
Oath of Abjuration and Allegiance/* 
parted the 13 th day* of February, 
1777V be, and the fame is hereby 
repealed, and made void to all in- 
tents and purpofes waatfotver* 

Abstract ef an Act faffed March 
2$, 1778, entitled, " AnA&ftr 
P*yi*£ int» the Treafury of this 
State j the Tax therein mentioned, 9 * 
IT is eHafted, That fire pounds 

per head be paid on all negroes and 

other flaves. 

Five pounds per 100 acres, o& all 

lands throughout the State, towii 



•money., as fhall arife from the fales 
- thewC 'after fatisfying all juft and 
Equitable claims or demands which 
fk*U be .brought againft fuch perfon 
or perlbns, and all other fums of mo- 
ney which fhall be due or owing to 
fuch perfon or perfons' : Arid if the 
■faid attorney or attornies fhall negleft 
pr rcfufc to do then, and in that cafe, 



free Indians in America, ia amity 
With this State, excepted. 

Twenty millings for every tool, in 
the value of every town-lot, wharf 
and building, and other lands within 
the' limits of arty town, village or 
burgh in this State; the bounds of 
Charleftown to extend from Afhley 
river to Cooper river, oa a dircft line 
■-•■*.*'•■■••■■■ wita 
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with the north fide of Boundary. 
ftreet. 

Twenty {hillings per 100L on all 
monies at intsreft. 

Five pounds upon each wheel of 
every four wheeled carriage, wag- 
gons, excepted. 

Five pounds per head on all free 
negroes, Mulattoes and Mcftizoes, 
from !0 to 60 years of age, who pay 
no other part of the taxes impofed by 
this Aft. 

Twenty (hillings per cent, on every 
perfon's. ftock in trade. 

Twenty (hillings per cent, on the 
profits of all faculties and profefTions, 
{the clergy excepted) factorage, em- 
ployments, and handicraft trades* 

Nothing herein contaiaed to ex- 
tend to' oblige fuch fettlers as have 
not refided ten years in this State, to 
pay any part of the tax for the lands 
granted to them by bounty ; they to 
jnake oath of the fame before the 
Collector of the tax in their refpectue 
parifh or diftriet. 

All perfons abfent from the United 
8tates / holding eftates in this State, 
to be double taxed ; except minors, 
and thofe not yet twenty-two years of 
age, who mail be allowed one year, 
after coming of age, to return to this 
State-r-thofe who are abfent on the 
public fervice— thefe who are abfent 
'with leave, for any time. not exceed- 
ing one year: — and thofe who may 
have been captured or detained by the 
enemy. ' 

• "J^o perfon, whether abfentee or 
,not, who have lent, or (hall lend 

inOney to this State, to" pay more 
than ten ihillings for every 100L fo 
lent. 

• • No lands, flaves, or monies at in- 
tercft, belonging to any church, or 
charitable inftitution, to pay any tax. 

The inhabitants of Charleftown to 
'pay their taxes on or before the £rft 
Tuefday in July. 

The Inquirers and Collectors for 
town and country, to clofe their ac- 
compli, and pay the monies received 



by them Into the 'hands of the Com- 
miflioners of the Treafury, on or be- 
fore the laft Tuefday in Angaft ; the 
country Collectors retaining two 
pounds, and the town Collectors one 
pound per cent* on all monies fo re~ 
ceived by them. 

Perfons neglecting to make returns 
on or before the laft , Tuefday in 
May, in their refpective parifhes or 
diftricts, to be double taxed ; except- 
ing officers and foldiers in the Conti- 
nental or State fervice, who may give 
in returns in the parifh or diftrift 
they may be in on duty ; alfo any of- 
ficer or foldier abfent from the State 
on duty. 

The Charleftown Inquirers, or any 
three or more of them, to go once to 
the feveraJ houfes in town, of which 
previous notice mull be given in the 
Gazette, on or before the laft Tuef- 
day in April, and to enquire into ancj 
take account of the real eftates, fitu- 
ation of lots of land, flaves, monies 
at intereft. Sec. of the inhabitants, 
which they are pofTefTed of in their 
own right, or in the right of others. 

Four of the Charleftown AfTeffors 
to be a quorum, to meet the lajl 
Tuefday in April, and to have the 
calculation of the value of the eftates 
in faid town finifhed, on or before 
the third Tuefday in June next, a 
duplicate thereof to be pofteo) at the 
Exchange. " 

* The Commiffioners of the treafury 
■ may receive payments in advance of 
taxes, and give receipts for the fame, 
which fhall be difcounted by the Cok 
lectors, 



Admiralty-Office, July 25, 1778. 
Extraa of a letter from Lord Vif- 
fWfl/HoWB, Commander in Chief 
of hit Majejty's Jhifs in North 
America, to Mr. Stephens, dated on 
hoard the Eagle in the Delaware, 
the 19/J tf June, 1778, received 
the zid inftant. * 

I am informed by Captain Grif- 
fith, that a detachment of the garri- 

fon 
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fdn of Rkode Iftand* under command 
of Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, of 
the 2*d regiment, was embarked the 
2.5th of lafl month, in the fiat boats 
conducted by Captain Clayton j and, 
by a well-concerted operation, de- 
stroyed 125 boats, colletted by the 
rebels in Hickaxnanet river, together 
with a galley under repair, meant to 
be employed, in conjun&ion with the 
boats, for a purpofed invafion of 
Rhode Iiland. A large quantity of 
pitch, tar, plank, and other mate- 
rials, for fhip-building, was burnt 
with them. 

Another diviflon of boats from the 
ftiips of war, fupported by the Pigot 
Galley, (lately armed, and com- 
manded by Lieutenant Stanhope of 
the Nonfuch) under the diredtion of 
Captain Reeve, were at the fame, 
time ordered againft, and fucceeded 
to fuprize and take a galley of force, 
which die rebels had placed in War- 
ren Creek. On the 30th of the fame 
month, a fecond detachment of the 
troops were fent in the boats of the 
fquadron condudlcd by Liautenant 
Chriftian, Commander of the King's 
Fifher, to deftroy the faw mills on a 
creek near Taunton river, then in 
ufe for preparing materials to build 
boats and other fuitable craft for the 
purpofe as before- mentioned. ( This 
fervice was performed with equal 
good c*fe&* 

The behaviour of Captain Reeve, 
and of Lieutenants Kempthorne, 
Stanhope and Chriftian, is. greatly 
commended by Captain Griffith. I 
am at the fame time to obferve, that 
the good difpofition made for thefe 
undertakings, as well as the vigorous 
execution, appears, to l^ave contri- 
buted much to their fuccefs. . 

[Gazette. 

Extract sf a: letter fiom an Officer in 
Gen* ClUttotfy Array x t*> Mi jriend 
in Humpfiire\> dated Billing/part^ 
in the Delaware, June 20, 1778. 
"My letter by thf laft packet 

will inform you of "tnc tranfa&ions of 



this place down to the 15th inlh 
Our whole fleet is ftill in the Dela- 
ware, and we expedt the final evacu- 
ation of Philadelphia will take place 
this day. This letter will go by the 
Porcupine man of war, which bears 
the government difpatches. I vifited 
the Commiflioners twice or thrice on. 
board the Trident, after they had 
forwarded their mefTage to Congrefs, 
an anfwer to which is not yet re- 
ceived. I faw Governor Johnftone 
in Philadelphia a few days before I 
left it, and had fome converfation 
with him. Through the means of 
the Commander in Chief and Mr, 
Galloway, he fent feveral private in- 
troductory letters of himfelf to fome 
American gentlemen in power, one 
to Mr. Morris, a leading member of 
the Congrefs, from a Quaker houfe 
in the city of London, and alfo three 
others to General Warning ton, Mr. 
Johnfon, the Governor of Maryland, 
and to a Mr. Carmichael, late Se- 
cretary to the Commiflioners at Paris , 
thefe laft were given to him by a 
Maryland gentleman, who lives a^ 
B , and vifited the Commiflion- 
ers on board the Trident, before fhe 
left Spithead. Thefe letters were laid 
before General Clinton, and he ap- 
pointed Mr, Brown, with a fla£ of 
truce, to carry them. I understand 
they were merely introduftory to Go- 
vernor Johnftone, and conveyed the 
hopes and wifhes of their writers, 
that fuch introduction might lead to 
perfonal converfation, and tend to 
produce an accommodation on ho- 
nourable terms to both countries. 
Wafliington's anfwer was received 
the next day, and is not looked upon 
by us as a favourable omen to peace. 
\ herewith annex you a copy of it, 
and refer you to the government ac- 
counts, by the Porcupine, for further 
particulars. .The Commiflioners are 
to go with the fleet to New-Yorl^, 
and there wait for the Congrefs an- 
fwer. I am, &c 

w r yi:> 

Camp 
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Camp at Valley Forge, June\%, 1778. 
** I take the earlieft opportunity 
to acknowledge the receipt of your 
obliging letter by Mr. Brown, whieh 
covered the introductory one of your- 
felf to me. I have alfo received and 
forwarded the other letters to the dif - 
ft rent gentlemen they are directed to. 
I am thankful to you, Sir, for your 
very indulging opinion of me, and 
much obliged to my friend for his 
intention to bring us acquainted. I 
am forry thatpleafure muft be denied 
me until the termination of your in- 
tended negotiation with Congrefs, 
for, fauated as I am, were it ever fo 
much my wifh to fee you, my occu- 
pations, and duty to the caufe I am 
engaged in, are eflential barriers for 
the prefent. 

" You will find, Sir, when you 
become more acquainted with this 
country, that the voice of the Con- 
grefs is the general voice of the peo- 
ple, and that they are defervedly 
held up as the guardians of the 
Unifed States. I fhall always be 
happy to render you any fervices, 
and for the prefent I have the honour 
to be, Sir, 

Your very obedient fervant, 

G. Washington/ 1 
Jf * his Excellency Geo. John- 
Jfone, Efc Philadelphia. 

Anecdote.} When the Trident 
Was in the Delaware, Governor 
Johhflone reafonably expefted, that 
the intended operations of the army 
would be communicated to the Com* 
miflioners. But the intended evacua- 
tion of Philadelphia was not known 
to Governor johnftone. It came out, 
that Mr. Eden carried fecret orders 
for the army to evacuate that city, 
dated exaftly three weeks before the 
Commiffioners failed from England. 
Governor Johnftone charged Mr. 
Eden with duplicity. Mr. Eden de- 
clared, upon his honour, he knew 
nothing of the contents of the packet 
he had delivered. The orders being 



dated Co' long before they failed, lii 
Mr. Eden being a confidential man, 
and an Under Secretary of State, 
Governor Johnftone thought his ig-t 
norance of them almoft impoffible; 
and infilled upon his figning a paper, 
ftating his entire ignorance of thofe 
orders. Thefe extraordinary orders 
were to evacuate Philadelphia in five 
days after the arrival of the Trident. 
Governor Johnftone was highly of- 
fended at this underhand game* 

In Congrefs, June n, 1778. 

A letter of the oth from General 
Wafhington, inclofinga letter of the 
9th to him from General Sir Henry 
Clinton, informing that the Earl of 
Carlifle, William Eden and Gover- 
nor Johnftone, three of the Com- 
miffioners for reftoring peace between 
Great Britain and America, are ar- 
rived at Philadelphia, and requeuing 
a paiTport for Doctor Ferguftm, their 
Secretary, with a letter from them to 
Congrefs, and a copy of General 
Washington's anfwer, declining to 
grant a paiTport till the pleafure of 
Congrefs is known, was read* 

Ordered, That the fame be referred 
to a Committee of three. 

June 12. The Committee to whom 
was referred the letter 'of the 9tk 
from General Wafhington, with the 
papers inclofed, brought in a report, 
which was taken into coniideration, 
and, after debate, 

Refolved, That die farther consi- 
deration thereof be poftponed. 

Saturday, June 13. Congrefs re- 
fumed the confederation of the report 
of the Committee on the letter of the 
9th from General Wafhington, with 
fiie papers enclofed. 

During the debate an exprefs ar- 
rived with a letter of the 1 ith from 
General Wafhington, which was 
read, and a packet, in which wai 
indofed, together with other papers, 
a letter figned, « Carlifle, William 
Eden, George Jthnftone," dated 
■" Philadelphia, June 9, 1778," and 

directed 
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directed, " To his Excellency Henry 
Laurens, the Prefident, and other the 
members of Congrefs." Which letter 
was read to the words ** infidious in- 
terpolation of a power, which has, from 
the firft fettlement of thefe Colonies, 
been actuated with enmity to us both; 
And notwithftanding the pretended 
date or prefent form of the French 
offers," inclufive; whereupon the 
reading. was interrupted, and a mo-, 
tion was made not to proceed farther, 
becaufe of the offenfive language 
againft his Moil ChrLftian Majelly. 

Debates arifing thereon, 

Ordered, That the confederation 
of the morion be poftponed. And 
Congrefs adjourned to 10 o'clock on 
Monday. 

Juttt 15. P. M, Congreis re- 
(umed . the consideration of the mo- 
tion refpefting the letter from the 
Commiflioners of the King of Great 
Britain : after dehate, adjourned to 
10 o'clock to-morrow, 

June \ 6. Congrefs refumed the* 
confideration of the motion refpefting 
theJetter from the Commiflioners of 
the King of Great Britain, which 
being poSponed, 

A motion was made, " That the 
letter from the Commiflioners of the 
King of Great Britain Jie on the 
table." Paired in the negative. 
* On motion, refolved, That the 
letter, and the papers accompanying 
it, be read. Whereupon the letter 
of the 9th, and one dated June 1778, 
both figned " Carlifle, William 
Eden, George Johnflone, and a pa- 
per endorfed " Copy of the Com* 
miifioB for reftoring Peace, &c. To 
the Earl of Carlifle, Lord Vifcount 
Howe, Sir William Howe, or, in his 
abfence, Sir Henry Clinton, William 
Eden and George Johnflone," were 
read, and alfo three acts of the Bri- 
tiih 1 Parliainent r on9«ntituled > «' An 
Aft for repealing an Aft pafled in 
the fourteenth. Year of his prefent 
Majefty's reign, entituled, An Aft 
for the better regulating the Govern* 
, Vow VI 



ment of the Province of the Ma/Ta- 
chufetts-Bay in New-England." The 
other two the fame as the bills al- 
ready publifhed. — The letters are as 
follow : 

To his Excellency Hekry Laurkns, 

the Prefident, and other the Mem* 

hers of Congrefs, 
Gentlemen* 

With • an earneft defire to flop the 
further effufion of blood and the ca- 
lamities of war, we communicate to 
you, with the Uaft poffible delay af- 
ter our arrival in, this city, a copy of 
the Commiffion with which his Ma- 
jefty is pleafed to honour us, as alfo 
the Afts of Parliament on which it is 
founded. And, at the fame time 
that we aflure you of our moft earneft 
defire to re-eftablifh, on the bafis of 
equal freedom and mutual fafety, the 
tranquility of this once happy em- 
pire, you will obferve, that we are 
veAed with powers equal to the pur- 
pofe, and fuch as are even unprece- 
dented in the annals of our hiftory. 

In the prefent Hate 0/ our affairs, 
though fraught with fubjefts of mu- 
tual regret, all parties may draw 
fome degree of confolation, and even 
aufpicious hope, from the recollec- 
tion that cordial reconciliation and 
affection have, in our own and others 
empires, fucceeded to contentions 
and temporary divifions not lefs vio- 
lent than thofe we now experience. 

We wifh not to recall fubjefts 
which are now no longer in contrb. 
verfy, and will referve to a proper 
time of difcuflion, both the hopes of 
mutual benefit, and the confideration 
of evils, that may naturally contri- 
bute to determine your refolutions, 
as well as our own, on this impor- 
tant occanon* 

The Afts of Parliament which we 
tranfrait to you, having pafled with 
Angular unanimity,, will fufficiently 
evince the difjpoJStiQn of Great Bri- 
tain* and mew, that the terms of 
agreement in contemplation with his 

Q^q Majefty 
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Majefty and with Parliament, are 
fuch as come up to every wilh that 
North-America, either in the hour 
of temperate deliberation or of the 
utmoft apprehenfion of danger to li- 
berty, has exprefled. 

More efte&ually to deroonftrate our 
good intensions, we think proper to 
declare, even in this our firft com- 
munication, that we are difpofed to 
concur in every fatisfa&ory and juft 
arrangement towards the following, 
among other purpofes :' 

" To content to a ceffation of hof- 
tilities both vy fea and land. 

" To reftore fr*e intercourfe, to 
revive mutual affection, and renew 
the common benefits of naturalization 
through the feveral parts of this em- 
pire. 

" To extend every freedom to 
trade that our refpe&ivc interefts can 
require. 

■** To agree that no military forces 
fhall be kept up in the different States 
erf North- Am erica, without the con- 
tent of the General Congrefs, or par- 
ticular affemblies* 

" To concur in meafures calcu- 
lated to difcharge the debts of Ame- 
rica, and to raife the credit and value 
of the paper circulation . 

*« To perpetuate our Union, by a 
reciprocal deputation of an agent or 
agents, from the different States, who 
fhall have the privilege of a feat and 
voice in the Parliament of Great 
Britain ; or, if fent from Britain, in 
that cafe to have a feat and voice in 
the Aflemblies of the different States 
to which they may be deputed re- 
fpe&ively, in order to attend to the 
feveral interefts of thofe by Whom they 
are deputed. 

«* In fhort, toeftablifh the power 
tif the refpettive legiflatures in each 
particular State, to fettle its revenue, 
its civil and military eit&bli foment, 
and to exercife a perfect freedom of 
legislation and internal government, 
fo that the Britifh States throughout 
North-America, afting with us in 



294 ) 

peace and war, under one common 
Sovereign, may have the irrevocable 
enjoyment of every privilege, that is 
fhort of a total feparation of intereft, 
or confident with that union of force, 
on which the fafcty of our common 
religion and liberty depends." 

In our anxiety for preferving thofe 
facred and eftential interefts, we can- 
not help taking notice of the infidi- 
ous interpofition of a power, which 
has, from the firft fettlement of thefe 
Colonies been actuated with enmity 
to • us both. And notwithstanding 
the pretended date, or prefent form 
of die French offers to North-Ame- 
rica, yet it is notorious, that thefe 
were made in confluence of the 
plans of accommodation previoufly 
ooncerted in Great Britain, and' with 
a view to prevent our reconciliation, 
and to prolong this deftru&ive war. 

But we truft that the inhabitants of 
North- America, connected with us 
by the neareft ties of confanguinity, 
fpeaking the fame language, lntereft- 
ed in the prefervation of fimilar in* 
ftitutions, remembering the /former 
happy intercourfe of good offices, and 
forgetting recent, animofities, will 
fhrink from the thought of becoming 
an accemon of force to our late mu- 
tual enemy, and will prefer a firm, a 
free, and perpetual coalition with the 
parent State, to an inlincere and un- 
natural foreign alliance. 

This difpatch will be delivered to 
you by Dr. Fergufon, the Secretary 
to his Majefty's Commiffion ; and 
for further explanation and difcuffion 
of every fubjedl of difference, we de- 
iire to meet with you, either collec- 
tively, or by deputation, at New- 
York, Philadelphia, York-Town, or 
fuch other place as you may propofe. 
We think it right, however, to ap- 
prize you, that his Majefty's inflec- 
tions, as well as our own defire, to 
remove from the immediate feat of 
.war, in the attive operations of 
which we cannot take any part, may 
induce us fwedily to remove to New- 

. York;, 
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York; but the Commander in Chief GEORGE the Third, 



of his Majefty's Jand forces, who is 
joined with us in this CoHimiffion,* 
will, if it mould become eligible, 
either concur with us in a ftfpenfioh 
of hoftilities, or will furnifh all ne- 
ceflary pafTports and fafe'conduc"t, to 
facilitate our meeting, and we fhall 
of courfe expect the fame of you. 

If, after the time that may be ne*- 
cefTary to confider this communica- 
tion, and tranfmit your anfwer, the 
horrors and devaftations of war mould 
continue, we call God and the world' 
to witriefs, that the evils which mult 
follow are not to be imputed to Great 
Britain ; and We cannot, without the 
moft real forrow, anticipate the pro- 
fpecl of calamities, which we feel the 
moft ardent defire to prevent. 
We are, with perfect refpett, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient, 

and moft humble fervants, 
Carlisle, 
William Eden, 
George Johnstone, 
Philadelphia, gth June, 1778, 
fo his Excellency Henry Laurens, 
Prejtdenty and other the Members of 
Congrefs* 

Gentlemen, 
The difpatch inclofed with this, 
was carried this morning to the near- 
eft poft of General Wafhington's ar- 
my, by Dr. Fergufon, Secretary to 
his Majefty's Commiflion for reftoring 
peace, &c. but he, not finding a paff- 
port, has returned to this place. In 
order to avoid every unneceiTary de-> 
lay, we now again fend it by the or- 
dinary conveyance of your military 
pofts. As foon as the paflbprt arrives, 
Dr. Jergufon mail wait upon you, 
according to our firfl arrangement. 
We are, with perfeft refpedl, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient, 

and moft humble fervants, - 
Carlisle, 
William Eden, 
George Johnstone. 
Philadelphia y j#ne, 1778,, 



by the Grace 
of God, of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, &c. 
TO our right trufty and right ivell- 
beloved Couftn and Counfellor Fre- 
derick Earl of CarHfle, Knight of 
the moft ancient Order of the Thiftle ; 
otif right trufty and nvel J- beloved 
Coufin and Counfellor Richard Lord 
Fif count Howe, of our Kingdom 
of Ireland; our trufty !tnd well- 
beloved Sir William Howe, Knight- 
of the moft Honourable Order of the 
Bath, Lieutenant-general of our 
Forces, General and Commander in 
Chief of all and fingular our Forces 
employed, or to he employed, nvithiir 
our Colonies in North-America, 
lying upon the Atlantic Ocean, 
from Nova-Scotia on the North tai 
Weft Florida on the South, both in- 
clujive ; William Eden, Efj. one 
of our Commijponers for Trade and 
plantations ; and George Johnftoce, 
Efi* Captain in our Royal flavyy 
Greeting! s 

WHEREAS, in and by our 
Commiflion and letters patent under* 
our Great Seal of Great-Britain, 
bearing date on or about the 6th 
day of May, in the 16th year of 
our reign, we did, out of our ear- 
neft defire to deliver all our fubje&af 
and every part of the dominions be- 
longing to our Crown from the*ca- 
lamities of war, and to reftore then* 
to our protection and peace, nominate 
and- appoint our right trufty and ^ell- 
beloved Coufin and Counfellor 
Richard Lord Vifcountllowe, of 
our kingdom of Ireland, and our 
trufty and well-beloved William 
Howe, Efq. now Sir William Howe, 
Knight of the Bath, Major-general 
of our forces, and General of pur 
forces in North America only, and 
each of them, jointly and feyerally, 
to be our Commiflioner and Com- 
mifiioners in that behalf, to io per- 
form and execute all the powers and 
authorities in and by the faid conv- 
ey q % miffioM 
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miflion and letters patent entrufted 
and committed to them, and each of 
them, according to the tenor of fuch 
letters patent, and of fuch further 
inftruttions as they fhould from time 
to time receive undej: our fignet pr 
fio-n manual, to have, hold, execute 
and enjoy the faid office and place, 
offices and places, of our Com- 
nuffioner and Commiffioncrs, as 
therein mentioned, with all rights, 
ji>embersr*iftid appurtenances there; 
unto belonging, together with all 
and fm^ular the power.s and autho- 
rities thereby granted unto them, the 
faid Lord Vifcount Howe and General 
William, Howe, and each of them, 
for and during our will and pleafure, 
and no longer, in fuch manner and 
form, as in and by our faid recited 
Commifljon and letters patent, re 
lation being thereunto had, may, 
among divers other things therein 



enatted, that it flnll and m^y be 
lawful forliis Majefty, from time to 
time, by ' letters patent under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain, to au> 
thorife and empower five able and, 
fuflicient perfons,. or any tljree. of 
them, to dp and perform fuch a£b 
and things, and to.ufe and execute 
fuch authorities and powers as in the 
faid Aft are for that purpofe men- 
tioned, provided and created. And 
whereas we are earneftly defiroiis to 
carry into full and perfeft execution 
* the feveral juft an4 gracious purpofes 
abovementipned; Now, know ye, 
That we have revoked and deter-; 
mined, and by thefe prefents dp 
revoke and determine our faid recited 
commiffioiv and letters patent, andi. 
all and every power, authority, claufe,. 
article and thing therein contained. 
And further know ye, That we, re- 
pofing efpecial truft and confidence; 



contained, more fully and at large v in your wifdom, loyalty, diligence 
appear. And whereas, for the qui- jind circumfpeclion in the manage- 



eting and extinguifhing of divers 
jealouftes and apprehenfions of danger 
to 'their liberties and rights, which 
have alarmeel many of our fubjetts in 
the Colonies, provinces and planta- 
tions of New-Hampfhire, Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay, Rhode - Ifland, Con- 
necticut, New -York, New-Jerfey, 
Penfyfcania, with the Three Lower 
Counties on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North - Carolina, South- 
Carolina, and Georgia, and for a 
fuller manifestation of our juft and 
gracious purpufes, and thofe of our 
parliament, to maintain and fecurfe 
all our fubjefts in the clear and per- 
fect enjoyment of their liberties and 
rights, it is, in and by a certain Aft 
made and parted in this prefent fef. 
fiohs of parliament, intituled, «« An 
A& to enable his Majefty to appoint 
ComraifTioners, with fufficient pow- 
ers,'' to treau corifult and agree upon 
the means of quieting the diforders 
now fubfifting in certain of the colo- 
nies, 'plantations and provinces of 
North America,", among other things 



ment of the affairs to be hereby- 
committed to your charge, *have no- 
minated and appointed, conftituted 
and affigned, and by thefe presents 
we do nominate, appoint, conftitute 
and affign you, the faid Frederick 
Earl of Carlifle, Richard Vifcount r 
Howe, Sir William Howe, William' 
Eden, and George Johnftone, or any:- 
three of you, to be our Commiflipners 
in that behalf, to ufe and exercife all 
and every the powers and authorities 
hereby entrusted and committed to 
you, the faid Frederick Earl of Car- 
lifle, Richard Vifcount Howe, Sir 
William Howe, William Eden, 
George Johnftone, or any three of 
you, and to fo perform and execute 
all other matters and things hereby 
enjoined and committed to your care^ 
during our will and pleafure, and no 
longer, according to the tenor of thefe 
our letters patent, and of fuch fur- 
ther inftru&ions as you ihall from time 
to time receive under our fignet or 
fign manual. And it is our royal 
vyill and pleafure, and we do hereby 
authorife. 
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amhorife, empower and require you, 
the faid Frederick Earl of Carlifle, 
Richard Vifcount Howe* Sir William 
Howe, William Eden, George John- 
ftone, or any three of you, to treat, 
confult and agree with fuch body or 
bodies politic and corporate, or with 
fuch aflembly or aflemblies of men, 
or with fuch perfon or perfons as you, 
the faid. Frederick Earl of Carlifle, 
Richard Vifcount Howe, Sir William 
Howe, William Eden, George John- 
fione, or any three of you, fhalj 
think meet and fufficient fqr thatpur- 
pofe, of and concerning any griev- 
ances, or complaints of grievances,, 
exifiing, or fuppofed to exift, in the 
government of any t of the colonies, 
provinces or plantations above- men r 
tioned refpeftively, or in the laws 
and ftatues of this realm, refpetting 
tjiem or any of them, or of and con- 
cerning any aid? or contributions to 
"be furnifhed by any of the faicj colo- 
nies, provinces, or plantations re- 
fpeciively, for the cqmmon defence of 
jhis realm, and the dominions there- 
unto belonging ; and of and con- 
cerning any other regulations, pro- 
visions, matters and things, neceifary 
or convenient for tlie honour of us 
and our Parliament, and for the 
common good of "all our fubjecW 
And it is our further will and plea- 
fure, That eyery regulation, provi- 
fion, matter, er thing, which fhall 
have been agreed upon between you, 
the faid Frederick Earl of Carlifle, 
Richard Vifcount Howe, Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, William Eden, George 
Johnftone, or any three of you, and 
fuch perfons or bodies politic as 
aforefaid, whom you or any three of 
you fhall have judged meet and fuf- 
ficient to enter* into fuch agreement, 
frail be fully and diftin&ly fet forth 
in writing, and authenticated by the 
hands and feals of you or any three 
of you on one fide, and by fuch feals 
and other fignature on the other as 
the occafion may require, and as may 
be. fuitab^e t» the character t and au- 



thority of the body politic or oxher. 
perfon fo agreeing ; and fuch inllru- 
ments fo authenticated fhall be by 
you or any three of you tranfmitted 
to one of our Principal Secretaries 
of State, in order to be laid before 
our Parliament, for the further and 
more perfect ratification thereof; 
* and until fuch ratification, no fuch 
regulation, provifion, matter or 
thing, ih.all Ijave any other force or 
effect, or be carried further into 
execution than is hereafter mentioned. 
And we do hereby further authorise 
and empower you, the faid Frederick 
Earl of Carlifle, ' Richard Vifcount 
Howe, Sir William Howe, William 
EJden, and George Johnftpne, or an/ 
three of you, from time to time, as 
you or any three of you fhall judge 
convenient, to order and proclaim a 
ceflktion of hostilities on the part of 
Qur forces by fea or land, for fuch. 
time, and under fuch conditions, 
reftricVions or other qualifications,, 
4s in your difcretions ihall be 
thought requifite, and fuch order and 
proclamation to revoke ana annul 
in tha fame manner and form. And 
it is our further will and pleafure, and 
we do hereby require and command 
alFour officers and miniflers, civil and 
military, and all other -our loving 
fubjetts whatsoever, to obferve and 
obey^ all fuch proclamations ■ re- 
fpeclively. And we do hereby, in 
further purfqance of the faid Aft of 
Parliament, and of the provifions 
therein contained," authorife and em- 
power you, the faid Frederick Earl " 
of Carlifle, Richard Vifcount Howe, 
Sir William Howe, William Eden, 
and George Johnftone, or any three 
of you, by proclamation under your 
refpeclive hands and feals,. from time 
to time, as you Ihall fee convenient, 
to fufpend the operation and eiFeci 
of a certain Aft of Parliament, made 
and pafled in the 1 6th year of our 
reign, for prohibiting all trade and 
intercourfe with certain Colonies and 
Plantations therein named, and for 
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the other purpofes therein alfo men- 
tioned, or any of the provifions or 
Ttftrictions therein contained, and 
therein to fpecify at what time and 
places refpe&ively, and with what 
exceptions and reftri&ions, and under 
what partes and clearances, in lieu of 
thofe heretofore directed by any Act 
or Ae"b of Parliament for regulating 
the trade of the colonies and plan- 
tations, the faid fufpenfion dull take 
dFect, and the faid fufpenfion and 
proclamation in the fame manner and 
form to tnnnl and revoke. And we 
do hereby further authorife and em- 
power you, the faid Frederick Earl 
ofCarlifle, Richard Vifcount Hbwe, 
Sir William Howe, William Eden 
and George Johnftone, or any three 
of you, from time to time, as you 
fhall judge convenient, to fufpend in 
any places, and for any time during 
tfae continuance of the faid firft re- 
cited Act, the operation and effect of 
any Act or Afts of Parliament which 
iave paffed fince the i oth day of Fe- 
bruary* 1763, and which" relate to 
any of our colonies, provinces, or 
plantations above-mentioned in North 
America*, fo far as the fame relate to 
them, or any of them, or the opera- 
tion and effect of any claufe, or any 
provision or other matter in fuch Aft? 
contained, fo far as fuch claufes, pro- 
▼ifions or matters, relate to any of 
"the faid colonies, provinces or plan- 
tations. And we do hereby further 
authorize and im power you, the faid 
Frederick Earl of Carliflc, Richard 
Vifcount Howe, Sir William Howe, 
William Eden, and George John- 
ftone, or any three of you, to grant 
a pardon or pardons to any number 
or defcription of perfons within the 
faid colonies, provinces or planta- 
tions. And we do hereby further 
authorize and empower you, the faid 
Frederick Earl of Carliflc, Richard 
Vifcoimt Howe, Sir William Howe, 
William Eden, and George John- 
ftone, or any three of you, in any of 
Our colonics, provinces and planta * 



tions aforefaid reflectively, wherein' 
we have ufually heretofore nominated 
an4 appointed a Governor, to nomi- 
nate and appoint, from time to time, 
by any inftrument under your hands 
and feals, or the hands and feals of 
any three of you, a proper perfon, 
to be the Governor and Commander 
in Chief in and for fuch colo- 
ny, province or plantation refpec* 
tively, to have, hold and exercife 
the faid office of Governor and Com- 
mander i* Chief in and for fuch 
colony, province or plantation re- 
fpeftively, with all fuch powers and - 
authorities any Governor of fuch pro- 
vince, heretofore appointed by us, 
might or could have exercifed, in as 
full and ample manner and form as 
if fuch Governor and Commander 
in Chief had been nominated and 
appointed by our letters patent or 
commiflion ; and for that purpofe, 
if need be, to revoke, annul and 
make void any commiffion or letters 
patent heretofore granted, for ap- 
pointing any fuch Governor and 
Commander in Chief. Whereas, by 
certain letters patent under our great 
feal, bearing date on the 29th day 
of April, in the 16th year of our 
reign, we have conflituted and ap- 
. pointed you, the faid Sit William 
Howe, to be General and Com- 
mander in Chief of all and Angular 
our forces employed, or to be employ - 
ed, within our colonies in North 
America, lying upon the Atlantic 
ocean, from Nova-Scotia on the 
north to Weft-Florida on the fouth, 
both inclufive, to have, hold, exercife. 
and enjoy the faid office during our 
will and pleafure; and in cafe you, 
the faid Sir William Howe, fhould, 
by death or any other manner, be 
difabled from exercjfmg the faid com- 
mand, it was our will and pleafure, 
therein exprefTed, that the fame, with 
all authorities^ rights and privileges, 
contained in that our faid Commif- 
fion, mould devolve on fuch officer, 
bearing our com mi ifi on, "as fhould bs 
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licit in rank to you, the faid* Sir 
William Howe. And whereas our 
trufty and well-beloved Sir Henry 
Clinton, Knight of the moft honour- 
able Order of the Bath, Lieutenant- 
general of our forces, and General of 
our forces in our army in America 
only, now actually bears our commif- 
fion, and is next in rank to you* the 
faid Sir William Howe : Know it is 
our further will and pleafure, and we 
do hereby ordain and appoint, that 
whenever the faid command in the 
faid letters patent mentioned fhall, 
in purfuance thereof, devolve upon 
the faid Sir Henry Clinton, all and 
every the powers and authorities here- 
by entrufted and committed to.ypu 
. the faid Sir William Howe, fhall. 
forthwith ceafe and determine, and 
the faid powers and authorities, and 
every of them, fhall from thenceforth 
he entrufled and committed, and are 
hereby entrufted and committed, to 
the faid Sir Henry Clinton, to ufe 
and exercife the fame powers and au- 
thorities, and to perform and execuje 
all other the matters and things as 
aforefaid, in as full and ample extent 
and form, and no other, as you, the 
faid . Sir William Howe, are hereby 
authorifed to ufe and exercife^ do, 
perform, and execute the fame. And 
we do hereby require and command 
ail the officers, civil and military, and 
all other our loving fubjects whatfo- 
ever, to be aiding .and afiifling unto 
you, the faid Frederick Earl of Car- 
lifle, Richard Vifcount Howe, Sir 
William Howe, William Eden, and 
George Johnftone, in the execution 
of tills our commiffion, and of the 
powers and authorities herein con- 
tained. Provided always, and we do 
hereby declare and ordain, that the 
feveral offices, powers and authorities 
hereby granted fhall ceafe, determine, 
and become utterly null and void on. 
the ift day of June, which fhall be 
in the year of our Lord 1779, *** 
(hough we fhall not otherwife in the 



mean time have revoked and deter- 
mined the fame. In Witnefs whereof, 
we have caused thefe our letters to 
be made patent. Witnefs ourfelf at 
Weftajinfter, the 1 3th day of April, 
in the 18th year of our reign. 

By the KING bimfilf, 

Yo&kb. 
A true Copy y 

Adam Ferguson, Secretary* 

Ordered;, That they be referred to 

a Committee of five. 

Modem Die, P. Af. 
. The Committee to whom were re- 
ferred the letters and papers from the 
Earl pf. Carljfle, &c. Commiffionera. 
from the King of Great-Britain, re-; 
ported the draught of a letter,, which- 
was read. 

Refolded, That the confideration 
thereof be pqflponed till to-morrow. 
June 17, 1778* Congrefs refumed 
the confideration of the draught, of 
the letter, in anfwer to the letter and; 
papers received from the Earl of Car- 
lifle, &-c. Connniifioners from th'©_ 
King of Great-Britain, which was 
unanimoufly agreed to, and is as fol* 
lows : 

To their Excellencies the Right Hi*u 
the Earlo/CA^-LisLE, Wi-l^mm 
EoEN.i^. Georgje Johnstone, 
Efq. CommiJjiGners frambis Britan- 
nic Majefty % Philadelphia* .. 
ie I have received the letter from 
your Excellencies of the 9th iniant, 
with the inclofuirs, and laid thfcm 
before Congrefs. Nothing but an 
earneft defire to fpare the efrufion of 
human blood could have induced 
them to read a paper, containing ex- 
prefiions fo diffefpeclful to his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty,- the great and good 
ally of thefe States ; or to qoniidec 
proportions fo derogatory to the ho- 
nour of an independent nation. 

" The Ads of the Britifh Parlia- 
ment, the Commiffion from your So- 
vereign, and your letter, fuppofe the 
people of thefe States to be fubjeets 
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fcf the Crown of* Great-Britain, and 
are founded on the idea of depend- 
ence, which is utterly inadmiffible. 
■ " I am further directed to inform 
your Excellencies, that Congrefs are 
inclined to peace, notwithitanding 
the unjuft claims from which the war 
originated, and the favage manner 
in wMch it has been conducted. They 
will therefore be ready to enter upon 
the confideration of a treaty of peace 
and commerce, not inconfiftent with 
treaties already fubfifting, when the^ 
King of Great-Britain mall demon - 
ftrate a ftneere difpofition for that 
purpofe. The only folid proof of 
this difpofition will be, an explicit 
acknowledgment of the Independence 
of thefe States, or the withdrawing 
his fleets and armies. 

I have the honour to be, 

your Excellencies moft obedient 
and humble fervant, 

Signed, by order of the unanimous' 
Voice of Congrefs, 

H*nry Laurens, Prefident." 
Tork-town, June 17, 177%* 

Refolved imanimoufly, That Con- 
grefs approve the conduct of General 
Wafhingtort in refuting a paflport to 
Doctcfr Fefgu'fon. 

Publifhed by Order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 



To the Earl yf Carlisle, Lord Fif- 

'xtunt Howe, Sir William 

fiowi, *(pr i* his a&fence Sif 

HknrV Clinton) William 

EDEN,'tf«^GEORCE JOHHSTONE. 

'Tmfty andweiUbeloved' fervants of 
your facred Mafter, in whom he is 
well pleafed. 
; - As you are fent to America for the 
txprck purpofe of treating with any- 
body ana any thing, you will pardon 
an a-ddrefs from one, who difdains to 
flatterthofewhomheloves. Should you 
thtfrerore deign to read this addrefs, 
your chafteeats will not be often ded" 
with the, language of adulation, a 
language yod defpife. 
I have fcen your moft elegant and 



moft tfxcellennefttt- "'ttf'Ms Excel- 
lency Henry Laurens, the Prefident, 
and other the members of Congrefs." 
As that body hath thought your pro- 
portions' unworthy their particular 
regard, it may be fome fatisfa&ion 
to your curiofity, and tend to appeafe 
the offended fpirit of rregociation, if 
one out of the many individuals on 
this great continent mould fpfcak to 
you the fentiments of America* Sen- 
timents which your own good fenfe 
hath doubtlcfs fuggefted, and which 
are repeated only to convince you 
that, notwithitanding the narrow 
ground of private information on 
which we ftand in this diftant region, 
(till a knowledge of our own rights, 
an attention, to oar own interefts, and 
a facred refpect for the dignity of hu- 
man nature, have given us to under- 
ftand the jtrue principles which ought, 
and which therefore mall, fway our 
conduct. 

You begin with the amiable ex- 
preflions of humanity, the earneft de- 
fife of tranquility and peace. A bet- 
ter introduction to Americans could 
not be devifed* For the fake of the 
latter, we oncfe laid our liberties at 
the feet of your Prince, and even 
your armies have not eradicated the 
former from our bofoms. 

You tell us you have powers un- 
precedented ia the annals of your 
hiftory. And* England* unhappy 
England, will- remember with; deep 
contrition, that thefe powers have 
been rendered of *io avail by a con- 
duct unprecedented in the annals of 
mankind. Had your Royal Mafter 
condefcended to liften - to the prayer 
of millions, he had not thus have 
fent you* Had moderation fwayed 
what we were proud to call our Af*- 
ther Crintry, "her full-blown dig- 
nity would not: have broken under 
her." 

" You teii ns .that- - * all parties 
maydra^ fome degree of confblation, 
and even aufpioicms 4iope, from re- 
co^ect^ba.' , Wcwiih this moft fin* 
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cerdy for the fake of all parties 
America, eve* in the moment of 
ftbjugatioa, would have been con- 
foled by confcious virtue, and her 
hope was and is in the julUce of her 
caufe, and the juftice of the AIt 
mighty. Thefe are fonrcet of hope 
and of confblation, which neither 
time nor chance can alter ox take 
away. 

You mention, " the mutual be- 
nefit* and consideration of evils, that 
*nay naturally contribute to determine 
our reflations.*" As to the former, 
you know too well that we could do* 
rive no benefit from an union with 
you, nor will I, by deducing the rea* 
ions to evince this, caft an infult 
upon your wider ftandings* At to the 
latter* it were to be wiihcd you had 
preserved a line of conduct equal to 
the delicacy of your feelings* You 
could not bat know that men, who 
fiactrely love freedom, difdain the 
toafideration of all evils -neceffary to 
attain it. Had net your own hearts 
home teflimony to this truth, you 
anight have learned it from the «n*al$ 
•/your kiftory. For in thofe annals, 
nftancei of this kind, at leaft, are 
not #n£r*c$dtnted* But ihould thqie 
inibmces be mfuiicient, we pray you 
to read' the uncontjueicd mind of 
America. . 

That the A$s of Parliament you 
tranfmitted were paled with fingula* 
unanimity we pretend not to doubt, 
Yoa will pardon me, Gentlemen, 
forobfervingy that the reafoni of that 
unanimity are iboagly marked in the 
report of a Committee of Coogr efs, 
agreed to on the 2 ad of April laft, 
and referred tp in a late letter from 
Cengiwft »o>Lord : Vifoount Howe and 
Sir Henry Clinton. 

You te)l ua you are willing " to 
content to a ceffhtion of hoitiluie», 
both bv fea and land." It is difficult 
for rude American? to determine 
whether yoi* are ftrious in this proper 
iition, or whether you mean to ytk 
with their fimpticity. Upon a {up? 



. pofition, however, that you have too 
much magnanimity to divert your- 
felves on an occafion of fuch import- 
ance to America, and perhaps not 
" very trivial in the eyes of thofe who 
fent you, permit me to allure you, 
on the facred word of a gentleman, 
that if you Ihall tranfport your troops 
to England, where before long your 
Prince will certainly want their af- 
fillance, we fliaJJ never follow them 
thither. We are not fo romantically 
fon4 of fighting, neither have we fuch 
regard for jJbc city of London, as to 
commence a crufade for the poueffion 
gf that holy land. Thus vou may be 
Certain that hoiiilities will ceafe by 
land, It would be doing* lingular in- 
jullice to your national character, to 
fuppofe you are defirpus of a iik* 
ceffation by fea* The courfe of the 
war, and the very flouriihiAg Hat* of 
your commerce, notwithstanding our 
wf ak efforts to interrupt jr., clearly 
(hew that you can exclude us fron* 
the £ea. Tbefeayo#r kingdom. 

You offer *-' to reflore free inter- 
courfe, to revive mutual affeclion, 
and renew the commpn benefit* of 
naturalization." Whenever your 
countrymen ihall bo taught wifdom 
fay experience, an4 leari* from paft 
misfortunes to purfue their true in- 
ferefb in future, we mail readily ad* 
mit every intercourfc which is necef* 
fyxy for the purpofes of commerce^ 
and ufual between different nations, 
Torfviye.awwW ajfeftion it utterly 
impoflible. We freely fcpgiye you, 
but it is not in nature that you. ihould 
forgive us. Vou ■ have injure^ us. too 
much. We might, pn this pecafion, 
give you\ feme late in^ances of ftn$*- 
lar barbarity, committed as wa}} by 
the forces of his Britannic H$aieily, 
as by thojp of his generous an4 foitj|. 
ful allies, the S^necat, bnandagas 
and Tufcaroras, But wc wi| not 
offend a, courtly ear hy the rwial of 
thofa difgufting icene> r ..ftefjaes this, 
it might give pain to that humanity 
which ham, a* you'oWcrve, prompt- 
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cd your overtures to dwell upon the 
fplendid victories obtained by a li- 
centious foldiery over unarmed men 
in defencelefs villages, their wanton 
devaluations, their deliberate mur- 
ders, or toinfpect th*fe fcenes of car- 
nage, painted by the wild excefles of 
favage rage. Thefe amiable tracts of 
national conduct cannot but revive in 
our bofoms that partial affection we 
once felt for every thing which bore 
the name of Englifhman. As to the 
common benefits of naturalization, it 
is a matter we conceive to be of the 
moli fovereign indifference. A few 
of our wealthy citizens may hereafter 
vifit England and Rome, to fee tke 
ruins of thofe auguft temples, in 
which the Goddefs of Liberty was 
once adored. Thefe will hardly claim 
naturalization in either of thofe places 
as a benefit. On the other hand, 
fuch of your fubjects as mall be driven 
by the iron hand of Oppreflion to feek 
for refuge among thofe whom they 
now perfecute, will certainly be ad- 
mitted tothe benefits of naturalisation. 
We labour to rear an afylum for man- 
kind, and regret that circumftances 
will not permit you, Gentlemen, to 
contribute to a defign fo very agree- 
ab e to your feveral tempers and dif- 
pofitions. 

But further, your Excellencies fay, 
" we will concur to extend every 
freedom to trade that our refpe&ive 
intereits can require." ^ Unfortu- 
nately ther> is a little difference in 
thefe intfreits, which, you might not 
have found it v^ty cz(y to reconcile, 
had the Congrefs been ditpofed to 
rifque their heads by liftening to 
terms, Which I have the honour to 
affure you are treated *with ineffable 
contempt b^ every honeit Whig in 
America. The difference I allude to 
is, that it is your intcreft to mono- 
polize our commerce, and it is our 
intereit to trade 1 with all the world. 
There is irideed a method of cutting 
this gordian kriot,* which perhaps no 
ftatefman is acute enough tp untie* 



By referving to the Parliament of 
Great Britain,the right of determin- 
ing what our refpe&ive interefb re ? 
quire, they might extend the free- 
dom of trade, or circumfcribe it, at 
their pleafure, for what they might 
call our refpedivt intertjlt. But I 
truft it -would not be to our mutual 
fatisfaftion. Your " earneft defire 
to flop the fajiher effufion of blood,. 
and the calamities of war," will 
therefore lead you, on matarer re- 
flection, to reprobate a plan teeming 
with difcord, and which, in the 
fpace of twenty years, would produce 
another wild expedition acr^fs the 
Atlantic, and in a few years more 
fome fuch commiulpn as that " with 
which his Majefty hath been pleafc^ 
to honour you." 

We cannot but admire the genero* 
fityoffoul, which prompts you "to 
agree that no military force ihall be 
kept up in the different States of 
North- America, without the confent 
of the General Congrefs or particular 
Affemblies^' The only grateful re 7 
turn we can make for this exemplary . 
condefcenfion is to affure your Excel-- 
lencies, and, on behalf of my coun- 
trymen, I do moft folemnly prprnKe 
and aflbre you, that no military force 
{hall be. kept up in the different 
States of North America, without 
the confent of the General Congrefs; 
and that of the Legislatures of tfeofe 
States. You will therefore caufe the 
forces of your Royal Matter to be re^ 
moved ; for I can venture tp affure 
you; that the Congrefs have not coiw 
fented, and probably will hot cont 
fent, that they be kept up. 

You have alfo made the unfolicited 
offer of concurring " in meafure* 
calculated to difcharge the debts of 
America, and to raife the credit and 
value of the paper circulation." If 
your Excellencies niean by this to ap- 
ply for offices in the department of 
our finance, I am to affure you 
(which I do with " perfect refpecY') 
that it wijl be, neceffary to procure 

vcr / 
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"very ample recommendations. For 
as the Englifh have not yet purfued 
ineafures to difcharge their own 
debts, and raife the credit atid value 
of their own papef circulation,' but, 
on the contrary, are in a fair way to 
incrcafe the one and abfoluteiy de- 
ilroy the other, y6u will inflantly 
ferceive, that financiers from that 
nation would prefent themfelves with 
the mdft aukward grace Imaginable.' 

You propofe to us a device ** to 
perpetuate our union.' It might 
not be amifs previoufly to eftabTifli 
this union, Which may be done bf 
your acceptance of* the treaty of peace 
and commerce tendered to y6u by 
Congrefs; And fiich treaty, * I can 
venture to fay, would continue as 
long as £our minifters could prevail 
upon themfelves riot to violate the 
faith Of nations.' 

You offer, to tiffe your* own lan- 
guage*; the inaccuracy of which, 
Conjiderin£ the importance of the 
fubject, is riot t6 be wondered at, or 
at lead may be tfxcufed; " in fhort, 
to eftablifh the power of the refpec- 
tive Legiflatures in each particular 
State, to fettle its 1 revenue, its civil 
"and military eftablifhment, and to 
exercife a perfect freedom of legifla- 
tion and internal government; fb 
that the Britifh States throughout 
North-America acting with us, in 
peace and war, under one common 
fovereign, may have the irrevocable 
enjoyment of every privilege that is 
ftort of a total feparation of interefts, 
or confifterit with that union of force 
on which the fafety of bur common 
religion and liberty depends." Let 
jtne aflure you; Gentlemen, that the 
power of the refpeetrve Legiflatures 
. in each particular State is already 
jtnoft fully eftabJHhed; and on the 
moft fplid foundations. It is efta- 
blifhed on the perfect freedom of 1£- 
giflation, and a Vigorous ad miniftra- 
tion of internal government. As to 
the fettlement of the revenue, arid 
the civil and military eftablifhmeat, 



thefe are the woYlc" of the day, for 
which the' feveral legiflatures are fully 
competent." I have alfo the pleafure 
to congratulate your Excellencies, 
Chat the corfntry; for the fettlement 
Of whofe government, reverfue, ad- 
miniftration, and the like, you have 
expofed yourfelves to the fatigue* 
and hazards of a difagreeable voyage, 
and more difagreeable negotiation, 
hath abundant refources wherewith tm 
to defend her liberties now; and pour 
forth the rich ftream of revenue here- 
after. As thfe States of North- Ame- 
rica mean to poilefs the irrevocable 
enjoyment of their privileges, it is 
abfoluteiy neceflary for them fo de- 
cline all connection with a Parlia- 
ment, who, even in the laws- under 
which you act, refcrve in exprefs 
terms the power of revoking every 
proportion which you may agree to. 
We have a due fenfe of the kind of- 
fer you make, to grant us a fhare in 
your Sovereign, but really, Gentle- 
men, we have not the leaft: inclina- 
tion to accept of it. He may fuit you 
extremely well; but he is not to our 
tafte; You are folicitous to prevent 
a total feparation of interefts, and 
this, after all, ieems to be the gift 
of* the bafinefs. To make you as 
eafy aspoflible on this fabject, I have 
to obferve, that it may, and proba- 
bly will, iri fome inftances, be our 
intereft to affift you, and then we cer- 
tainly mail. Where this is 'not the 
cafe, your Excellencies have doubt- 
lefs too much good fenfe as well as 
good-nature to require it. We can- 
not perceive that our liberty does in 
the leaft depend upon any union of 
force with you ; for we find that, af- 
ter you have exerted your force 
agarnft us for upwards of three years, 
we are now upon the point of v efta- 
bliftring our liberties in direct oppo- 
fiftion to it. Neither can we conceive 
that, after the experiment yon have 
made, any nati6n in Europe will em- 
kark in fo unpromifing a fcheme as 
-tjie fubjugation of America. It is 
Rrl 'not 
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not nee^ffary that every body fhould you did not commence this, 
play the Quixotte. Qne is enough 

leaft. 



to entertain a generation at 
Your Excellencies will, I hope, ex- 
cufe me, when I differ from you, as 
to our having a religion in common 
with you : the religion of America is 
the religion of all mankind. Any per- 
fon may worfhip in the manner he 
thinks moft agreeable to the Deity ; 
and if he behaves as a good citizen, 
no one concerns himfelf as to his 
faith or adorations, neither have we 
the leaft folicitude to exalt any one 
feet Or profeffion above another. 

I am extremely forry to find in 
your letter feme fentences, which re- 
flect upon the character of his Moft 
Ghriftian Majefty. It certainly is 
not kind, or confident with the prin- 
ciples of philanthropy you profefs, to 
traduce a gentleman's character with 



__ .„„..„ „.„, I fry, 

becaufeof any connection between us 
and our prefent ally; but, on the 
contrary, as foon as you perceived 
that the treaty was in agitation, pro- 
pofed terms of peace to us in confe- 
quence of what you have been pleafed 
to denominate an infidions interpofi- 
tion. How then docs the account 
ftand between us ? America, being 
at peace with all the world, was for- 
merly drawn into* a war with France, 
in confequence of her union with 
Great Britain. At prefent America, 
being engaged in a war with Great 
Britain, will probably obtain the moft 
honourable terms of peace, in confe- 
quence «f her friendly connection 
with France. For the truth of thefe 
poiitions I appeal, Gentlemen, to 
your own knowledge. I know it is 
very hard f6r you to part with what 



out affording him an opportunity of you have accuftomedyourfelves, from 
defending himfelf; and that too a your earlieft infancy ,v to call your 



near neighbour, and not long fince 
an intimate brother, who befides 
hath lately given you the moft folid 
additional proofs of his pacific difpo- 
fition, and with an unparalellcd fm- 
cerity, which would do honour to 
other Princes, declared to your Courts 
nnaflced, the nature and effect of a 
treaty he had juft entered into with 
thefe States. Neither is it quite ac- 
cording to the rules of politenefs to 
ufe fuch terms in addrefling yourfelyes 
to Congrefs, when you well knew 
that he was their good and faithful 
ally. It is indeed true, as you juftly 
obferve, that he hath at times been 
at enmity with his Britannic Majefly, 
by which we fuffered fome inconve- 
niencies : but thefe flowed rather 
from our connection with you than 
any ill-will towards us : at the fame 
time it is a folemn truth, worthy of 
your feriOMs attention, that you did 
not commence the prefent war, a war 
in which we have fufrered infinitely 
more than by any former conteft, a 
fierce, a bloody, I am forry to add, 
an unprovoked and cruel war. That 



Colonies. I pity your fituation/and 
therefore I excufe the little abbera- 
tions from truth which your letter 
contains. At the fame time it is 
poffible that you may have been mif- 
informed. For I will nor fuppofe 
that your letter was intended to de- 
lude the people of thefe States. Such 
unmanly, difingenuous artifices, have 
of late been exerted with fo little ef- 
fect, that prudence, if not probity, 
would prevent a repetition. To un- 
deceive vou, therefore, I take the li- 
berty of affuring your Excellencies, 
from the very beft intelligence, that 
what you call " the prefent form of 
the French oters to North- America," 
in other words, the treaties of alli- 
ance and commerce between his 
Moft Chriftian Majefty and thefe 
States, were not made in confequence 
of any plans of accommodation con- 
certed in Great Britain, nor with a 
view to prolong this deftructive war. 
If you confider that thefe treaties 
were actually concluded before the 
draught of the bills under which you 
act was fent for America, and that 

much 
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much t time muft ncwffarily have been font bufinefi men! Can be engagrf 

confumed in adjufting compa&s of 

fuch intricacy and importance ; and 

further,, if you conlider the early 

Bonification of this treaty by the 

court of France, and the aflurance 

given that America had referved a 

right of admitting even you to * 



For your ufe I fubjoin the follow- 
ing creed of every good American* 
I believe that in every kingdom* 
ftate or empire, there muft be, from 
the neceffity of the thing, one fu- 
preme legislative power, with aiitho- 



Jfimilar treaty, you muft be convinced < rity to bind every part in all cafes* 
~ * ™* the proper object of human laws* 

I believe that to be bound by Jaws* 
to which/ he does not confent by hinv- 
felf orhisreprefentative, is the dire& 
definition of a Have. I do therefore 
believe, that a dependence on Great- 
Britain, howfoever the fame mef 
be limited or qualified, is utterly 
inconfiftent with every idea of liberty, 
for the defence of which I have So- 
lemnly pledged my life and fortune 
to my countrymen ; and this en- 
gagement I will facredly adhere to £> 
long as I wall live. Amen. 

Now if you will take the poor 
advice of one, who is really a friend 
to England and Englifhmen, and 
who hath even fome Scotch blood i* 
his veins, away with your fleets and 
your armies, acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of America, and as Am- 
bafladors, and not Commiflionert, 
fblicit a treaty of peace, amity, Com- 
merce and alliance with the rifing 
liars of this weftern world. Your 
nation totters on the brink of a £*- 
pendous precipice, and even delay 
will ruin her. 

You have told the Congrefs, " If, 
after the time that may be neceflary 
to confider this communication, and 
tranfmit your anfwer, the horrors 
and devaftations of war would con- 
tinue, we call God and the world^to 
witnefs, that the evils which ma& 
follow, are not to be imputed to 
Great- Britain. " I wi&. you had 
fpared your proteftation. Matters of 
this kind may appear to yott ia a 
trivial lighr, as meer ornamental 
flowers of rhetoric, but they a*e fe- 
things regiftered in the high 



of the truth of my aflertions. The 
fact is r that when the Britifh Mini- 
flier perceived that we were in treaty 
with the greateft Prince in Europe, 
he applied himfelf immediately to 
counteract the effect of thefe nego- 
tiations. And this leads me with 
infinite regret to make fome obfer- 
vations, which may poffibly be by you 
considered in an oiFenfive point of 
View. 

It feems to me, Gentlemen t there 
is fomething (excufe the word) difin- 
gtmmus in your procedure. I put 
the fuppofition that Congrefs had 
acceded to your proportions, and 
then I afc two queftions. Had you 
full power from your commiflion to 
make thefe proportions? Poflibly 
you did not think it worth while to 
confider your commiffion, but we 
Americans are apt to compare things 
together, and to reafon. The fe- 
cond queftion I aflt is, What fecurity 
could you give that thp Britifh Par- 
liament would ratify your compacts ? 
You can give no fuch fecurity, and 
therefore we mould, after forfeiting 
our reputation as a people,- after you 
had filched from us our good name, 
and perfuaded us to give to the com- 
mon enemy of man the precious 
jewel of our liberties ; after all this, 
I fay, we would have been at the 
mercy of a Parliament, which, to fay 
no more of it, has not treated us 
■with too great tendernefs. ft is quite 
.needlefs to add, that even if that Par- 
liament had ratified the conditions 
.you propofed, ftill poor America was 
to lie at the mercy of any future Par- 
liament, or appeal to the fword, 



which ccruimy is not the moft plea- * chancery of Heaven 
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the 
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\\i awful aDufc of words like thefe 
by General Burgayne, and remembe* 
his fate. There is one above us, 
who will take exemplary vengeance 
for every infult upon his Majefty. 
You know that the caufe of America 
is juft. You know that fhe coritends 
for that freedom, to which all men 
are entitled ; that fhe contends 
againft oppreflion, rapine; and more 
than favage barbarity : the blood of 
the innocent is upoft yaur hands, and 
all the waters of the ocean will not 
warn it away. We again make Our 
iblemn appeal to the God of Heaven, 
to decide between you and us* Arid 
we pray that \n the doubtful fcale of 
battle- we may. be fuccefsful, as we 
have juftice on our fide, and that the 
merciful §avioar of the world may 
forgive our oppreflbrs; I am, my 
Lords and Gentlemen, 

The friend of human nature, 
And one who glories in the title of 
An American*. 



To the Printer} of the Pennsyl- 
vania Gazette. 
Gentlemen, 

While I regret that Governor 
Johnftone has thought it proper to 
write private letters into thefe States, 
tapon the fubjeft of his public corn- 
million, and highly refpeft the deter- 
mination of Congrefs to prevent a 
private correipondehce with the 
enemy; I think I render a fatis- 
fattory fervice to the public in laying 
the following letters before them. 
The anfwer was written immediately 
after the receipt of Governor Jolm- 
ftone's letter, but was not fent as 
was intended. However, thinking 
it too valuable to be loft, I prevailed 
upon my friend the Prefident to allow 
it to be publifhed, with the letter 
which gave occafion to it. I now 
fend them for publication, and am, 
Gentlemen, your moll humble fervant, 
Vork-To<w n , W* H. Drayton. 
7«wi7,i 77 8. 



[ Private. ] 
Philadelphia, June 10, 177ft 
Dear Sir, 
I beg to transfer to my friend 
Dr. Fergufon, the private civilities' 
which my friends Mr. Manning and* 
Mr. Ofwald requeft in my behalf. 
He is 4 man of the utmoft probity, 
and of the higheft efteera in' the re* 
public af letters. 

If you mould fotfow' the' example 

of Britain, in tha hour of her info- 

lence, and fend us back without a 

hearing, I mall hope, from private 

friendship, tfiat I ma)r fee permitted 

to fee the country, and the worthy 

characters Ihe has exhibited to the 

world, upon making the requeft in' 

any way you may poinf out. I am/ 

with great regard, dear Sir; 

your moil obedient and nroft 

h amble fervant, 

Geo. Johnstone; 
His £xceL Henry Lauren Si 
CongreJ}. 

York-fvkn, June 1 4, 177^. 
Dear Sir, 

Yefterday I was honoured witfi 
your favour of the 10th, and thank 
you for the tranfmiflion of thofe from 
my dear and worthy friends Mr. Of- 
wald and Mr. Manning.— Had Dr*. 
Fergufon been the bearer of theft 
papers, I mould have ihewn that 
gentleman every degree of refped 
and attention, that times and cir- 
curaftaaces admit of. 

It is, Sir, for Great-Britain to 
determine whether her Commiffioners 
fhall return unheard by the Repre- 
fentatives of thefe United States, or 
revive a friendfilip with' the citizens 
at large, and remain amang us as 
long as they pleafe. 

You are uridoubtedly acquainted 
with the only terms upon which Con-* 
grefs cajr treat for accomplishing this 
good ena j terms from which, al- 
though writirfg in a private character/ 

I may 



• Thii Letter if ifcribei to Samuel Adamt, £f<j, 0/ Maffachufciti Bay. 
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f may venture to aflert, with great 
aiTurance, they never will recede, 
even admitting the continuance of 
hoftile attempts, and that, from the 
rage of war, the, good people of thefe 
§tates {hall be driven to commence 
a treaty weftwar4 of yonder moun- 
tains. And permit me to add, Sir, 
as my humble opinion, the true in- 
terest of Great-Britain, in the pre- 
sent advance of our conteft, will be 
found in confirming our Indepen? 
dence. 

Congrefs in no hour have been 
^aughty, ^ut to fuppofe that their 
minds are lefs firm in the prefent, 
than they were, when, destitute of all 
foreign a^d, even without expectation 
<?f an alliance — when, upon a day of 
general public fading and humi- 
liation, in their houfe of vvorfhip, 
and in the prefence of Qod, they 
tefolved, <* To hold no conference 
or treaty with any Commiflioners on 
the part of Great-Britain, unlefs 
they fhaji, as a preliminary thereto, 
ei ther withdraw thei r fleets and 
armies, or, in pofttive and *xprefs 
terms, acknowledge tlje Indepen- 
dence of $efe States/' would be 
irrational. 

At a proper time, Sir, I fhall 
think myfelf highly honoured by a 
peribnal attention, and by contri- 
buting, to render every part of thefe 
jjtates agreeable, to you ; but until 
the bafis of mutual confidence fhall 
be eftablifhed, I believe, Sir, nei- 
ther former private friend fhip, nor 
tny other consideration, can in- 
fluence Congrefs to confent that even 
Governor Johnftonc, a gentleman 
who has been fo defervedly efteemed 
in Amer}£a, fhall fee the country. 
I have buf T i>$$ voice, and that fhall 
\>c againft itl But let me intreat 
you, my dear Sir, do not hence 
conclude that I an) deficient in 
aftection to my old friends, through 
whofe kindnefs I have obtained the 
honour of the prefent conefpqndence, 



or that I am not, with very gjtaf 
perfonal refpect and efleem, 

Sir, your mod obedient aijd 
xnoft humble fertrant, 

Hinry LAvaiHft 
Tkt Hbn. Geo. Johnftone, Efc 
Philadelphia. 

£V their Excellencies the Earl of 

Carlisle, William Eden, and 

George Johnstone, Ef quires, 

Jtritijk CommiJJt oners. 

As I have but a few moments that 

I can, in confeience, appropriate to 

a correspondence with your ExceU 

lencies, J truft this circumftance will, 

with you, excufe the abrupt manner 

in which I introduce myfelf, and my 

reflections, to your attention. 

Your letter of the 9th inflant to 
Congrefs, your commiffion, and the 
ads. of the Pritifh Parliament upon 
which they are. grounded, are the 
faftuonable fubjecb of curious en* 
quiry, in how many points of view 
they are fallacious and incompetent 
to the object of your cjlcnfible nego- 
tiation. Although Congrefs cannot 
condefcend minutely to animadvert 
upon your proportions, as your 
Excellencies are empowered to hear 
individuals, I flatter myfelf, fo anx- 
ious is your inclination to reftore 
peace, that you will for a moment 
honour me with your attention. 

In your letter of the 9th inftant. 
Governor Johnilone figned this po- 
rtion, " Notwithftanding the pre- 
tended date or prefent form of the 
French offers to North- America, yet 
it is notorious that thefe were made 
in conference of the plans of ac- 
commodation preyioufly concerted in 
Great-Britain, and with a view to 
prevent our reconciliation, and to 
prolong this deftruclive war." 

On the yb of February , in the 
Houfe of Commons, Governor John- 
ilone alfo figned this pofltion, 4< I 
have had a hint, and have good 
reafon to believe a proportion *£/// 
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jb maJe to parliament in four or fivt 
days, by adminiftration, tkat may 
be a » round of re-union: I really do 
not know the particulars, never- 
tttelefs, as / learn feme preliminaries 
ha<ve la t sly go Bo from Frames, I think 
it cannot be deemed unfriendly to 
cither country, to give yon notice of 
this intended propofition, that you 
may in prudence do nothing baftily 
imh a. foreign power." 

The " preliminaries " mentioned 
by Governor Johnftone, as *" lately 
gone from France/' were at that 
moment at fea, with Mr. Simeon 
Deane, and had been fo fomt weeks ; 
they were to the following purpofe : 
•* That his Moft Chriftian Majefty 
was determined to acknowledge our 
Independence, and make a' Treaty 
with us of Amity and Commerce. 
Thaj in this treaty, no advantage 
, would be taken of our preient £tu- 
ntion to obtain terms from us', which 
©therwiie would not be convenient for 
vs to agree to, his Majefty defiring 
that the treaty, once made, fhould be 
durable, and our amity fubfift for 
•ver, which could not be expected, 
if each nation did no$ find its int*reii 
in the continuance as well as in the 
commencement of it. It was there- 
lore his intention, that the terms of 
the treaty mould be fuch, as we might 
be willing to agree to, if our ftate 
had been long eftablifhed, and in the 
fulnefs ef ftrength and power, an4 
fi*cn as We mould approve of when 
that time mould come. That his 
Majefty was fixed in his determina- 
tion, not only to acknowledge, but 
;to fupport our independence by every 
means in his power. That in doing 
ihis u .he might probably be foon en- 
gage'd in war, with all the expencet, 
rifqueand damage, ufually attending 
k; yet 'he mould not expect any 
compenfation from us on that ac^ 
count, nor pretend that he a&ed 
wholly for oar fakes, fince, befides 
his real good-will to u« and our 
oaufe, it was manifeftly the inter eft 



of France, that the power of Eng. 
land fhould be diminifhed by our 
reparation from it. He fhoald, 
moreover, not & much as infift, 
that, if he engaged in the war with 
England on our account, we mould 
not make a feparate peace fox our* 
felves, whenever good and advan- 
tageous terms were offered to us. 
The onry condition he ftioald require 
and rely on would be this, " That *we 9 
in no peaee to be made nvitb England, 
Jbould give up our Independence, and 
return to the obedient* of tbat govern-* 
ment."— Thefe preliminaries were, 
by MonX Girard, in the name of hir 
Moft Chriftian Majefty, annoanccx) 
to the American Commiffioners at 
Paris on the \ Ub day of December lajf f 
And in confequence of them, the 
Treaty of Paris, between America 
and France, was actually figned om 
tbe 6tb of February, 177&- It is 
notorious that it was on the 19th day 
of February that Lord North intro- 
duced nit proportions to Parliament 
for a reunion with America* 

From this ftate of fafts, two points 
refult: Firft, that the two pofition* 
figned by Governor Johnftone mili- 
tate againft each other on direfr 
terms. Secondly, " that fo far were 
«< the French offers from being 
" made in confequence of the plan* 
" of accommodation concerted in 
«* Great Britain," that tie- latter 
were made in con/efuenee only of tbe 
former ; for the Freneh offers wero 
made on the \6tb day ef December* 
Governor Johnftone (connected with 
adminiftration) on the 5th of Fe- 
bruary exprefly fays, he was then 
ignorant of any particulars of a plan' 
of accommodation. On the 6tfa of 
February the French olfch were- com* 
pleated by a treaty ; and it was not 
till tbe iqtb of February that any plan 
of accommodation was communicated 
to the Britifh Parliament. Your 
Excellencies, however, do not fcru- 
ple, even in your Ml addrefs to Con* 
grefs, to aiTcrt a pofition, the contrary 

to 
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to which is known to be the fact. I 
will not charge you with a defigried 
falfity : the people will life their diA 
cretion. At any rate, this conduct 
pn your part warns them to be' upon 
their guard againft you. 

Having thus vindicated the honour 
of our good and great ally, the King 
of France; permit me to tobch upon 
your propofttions to Congrefs. 
, Your Excellencies offer us a feat 
for our Repreferitatives in your Par- 
liament. Happily for us* we are too 
well acquainted with the injignificancy 
of the Scotch Reprefentatives there, 
to expett that American Reprefenta- 
tives can, in the fame place, poflefs 
any importance ; or that America can 
derive any advantage from fuch a re- 
prefentation. 

As an alternative, you propofe to 
fend Agents to our Aflemblies. But 
as we know they would be fpies upon 
us, and agents to purcbafeour voices , 
we will have no fuch characters 
among us. 

You propofe to concur in meafures 
to difcharge the debts of America. 
By this, as our fubjec*lion is implied, 
fo are reftricYions of fome fort upon 
our trade ; of neceflity, fo is a dimi- 
'nutian of our ability to difcharge our 
debts. We know you cannot dif- 
charge the debts of your own nation, 
we therefore cannot exgett that you 
will, or even defire that you fhould, 
difcharge any part of ours. We are 
willing and able to difcharge our 
debts, without your concurrence or 
aid. Your offer therefore wears the 
appearance of being officious and 
idle. 

You propofe to extend every free- 
dom to trade that our refpective inte- 
re&s cap require. Do we not know, 
that you have a natural inclination to 
monopolize trade ? Do we not know, 
that your and our interefts in the 
point of trade is in direct oppofition ? 
It is your intereft that our trade mould 
be limited-— it is oiks, that it fliould 
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be unlimited — we there differ, ton 
ca?lo. 

You propofe a ceflation of hoftili- 
kiesi Withdraw your forces by land, 
and hoftilities there are inftantly end- 
ed ; you need not be anxious for a 
ceifation at fea ; on that element we 
have every thing to fear from you. 
If you mean fair, why theu do yon 
delay to do that which you feem to 
defire, and which that it be done refts 
entirely with yourfelves? 

Such are your principal oilers in 
detail* Of boiu little value are they 
to ms f . 

But you offer us every thing fhort 
of independence. If you are ferious, 
of how little value mufi fuch a con- 
nection <witb us be to you ! — Will your 
Excellencies condefcend, with me, 
to view Great Britain and America 
Under one Sovereign ? The fove- 
reignty in Britain ; America pofleffed 
of powers of government, but Ihort 
of independence. 

America, formed for empire, muft 
naturally arrive at it ; having tafted 
of it, me will ever be anxious to pof- 
Mi it again ; naving by arms ac- 
quired a power, but fhort of inde- 
pendence, fhe will increafe in repu- 
tation and ability to become inde-,, 
pendent, and this will increafe her 
defire to be fo ; her former fuccefs 
will poflefs her with confidence and 
hope ; experience will make her ever 
fufpicious of the intentions of Britain: 
hence, being in pofTeffion of powers, 
only Ihort of independent, me will 
always be prepared to aflert her 
rights, efpecially having in mind her 
naked condition at the fudden com- 
mencement of the prefent war. In 
fuch a formidable fituation, defign, 
accident, fufpicion, or the breath of 
difpleafure on either fide, muft, in a 
few years, break the cobweb by 
which you offer to hold her under 
the dominion of Britaia. And is the* * 
acquiring dominion, to be held by 
fuch a tie, worth another campaign I 

St Can/ 
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Can it be worth the purfuit of a man 
of common honejfy and common fenfe ! 
But fuppofing your offers to be, 
what they are not, of flerling value 
to America : how inadequate are 
your powers to the purpofe of ac- 
commodation ! The great Lord A- 
bingdon puts this matter in the clear- 
ed point of view ^ In his moll elegant 

proteft on this fubjeel, he fays, 

dt Although the Commiflioners and 
the Congrefs be agreed, fuch agree- 
ment is of juo effelt till confirmed by 
Parliament ; which is giving fuch ad- 
vantage to Parliament, by knowing 
what Congrefs will do, and is of 
fuch difadvantage to Congrefs, by 
not knowing what Parliament will 
confirm, that the very inequality of 
the conditions will put a flop to ac- 
commodation. If America enters 
into terms with you, fee what might 
be the confequence.— Your Excel- 
lencies muft allow, that it is our duty 
to avoid them. 

We have made a folemn treaty 
with France — the objeft i% the efta- 
blifhment of our independence. If 
we treat with you upon the footing 
of dependence, we at once break our 
faith with France, for ever lofe all 
credit with foreign nations, and are, 
ipfofaflo, cut off even from the hope 
or foreign fuccour. In this fituation, 
you nviJl abfoiuuly hold us at mercy. 
Your King, Ministers and Parlia- 
ment, may refufe to ratify your en- 
gagements, for they have the power 
'to do fo. Governor Johnftone has 
long and ably pleaded the caufe of 
America. Is he, now come to our 
fhore, to invite us to furrender to the 
"". juftice and mercy of our moll unjuft 
and vengeful enemies ! Enemies, who 
liave for a long courfe of years treat- 
ed us with the bakft deceptions, and 
calumniated us throughout Europe: 
» enemies, who have ftarved to death 
our countrymen taken prifoners, 
loading them while alive and in their 
ppwer with every infult : enemies, 
who gave jiretch to their favage al~ 
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lies, to murder our old and unarmed 
farmers, fend their helplefs women 
and children : enemies, who have 
plundered our country, burned our 
towns, and armed fon againft father, 
fervant againft mailer, and brother 
againft brother, in order to fubjedl 
us : enemies, who have moved even 
hell itfelf, to accomplilh their pur- 
pofe of blood, ruin and tyranny : 
enemies, utterly abandoned to cor- 
ruption, deftitute of public virtue, 
deaf to the voice of juftice, and dead 
to the feelings of humanity I— Can it 
poffibly be expected that fuch ene- 
mies, after the expence of fo many 
millions ; the lofs of fo much of their 
own blood ; the difgrace their arms 
have fuftained ; the infults to which 
they have been obliged to fubmit 
from foreign nations, in their purfuit 
of our deftru&ion ; the impending 
ruin under which they have been 
driven by our opposition; I fay, can 
it * poffibly be expected, that when 
fuch enemies, fo provoked, fhall find 
us lying at their mercy, they will ra- 
tify ydur Excellencies terms, but fhort 
of independence, and be content to 
hold dominion over us by fo flender a 
* tie as a cobweb 1 Times Danaos, et 
dona ferentes. 

America is independent, de fa3o 
et dejure. She will maintain her fta- 
tion at the expence of her laft drop 
of blood. It is in vain to folicit what 
your arms, when moft powerful, were 
not able to compel. You are no 
longer in that fituation, America is 
more competent to the conteft than 
ever fhe has been. Our refclution i$ 
fixed; nor do we fear " the horrors 
and devaftations of war," with which, 
in the conclufion of your letter, you 
threaten us. France has acknow- 
ledged our independence ; the great 
powers of Europe fmile upon us; we 
rely upon our own virtue and the fa- 
vour of heaven. If we continue firm, 
we fhall continue independent. Fare- 
wel. W. H. ©.• 



York-Town, June 17, 1778 

* : /* 
Tbu letter is afcribed U William Henry Drayton, Efqj of South-Carollna, 
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In Congrefs, June 17, 1778. 
^hereas many letters, addrefled to 
individuals of thefe United States, 
)iave been lately received from Eng- 
land through the conveyance of the 
enemy, aid fome of them, which 
have been under the infpection of 
Members of Congreifs, are found to 
contain ideas iniidioufly calculated to 
divide and delude the good people of 
thefe States ; 

Refolved,*That it be, and it is 
hereby earneftly recommended to. the 
legiflative and executive authorities of 
the feveral States, to exercife the ut- 
moil care and vigilance, and take the 
moft effectual meafures to put a ftop 
to fo dangerous and criminal a corre- 
fpondence. 

Refolved, That the Commander in 
Chief, and the Commanders in each 
and every military department, be, 
and he and they are hereby directed 
to carry the meafures recommended 
in the above refolution into the molt 
effectual execution. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 

Tork-Town, June 20. 
The following is an extrafi of a letter 
from Ferfaillcs, addrejfed to John 
Holker, Efqi lately arrived at 
York-l own from France, which is 
pub lifted for the information of 
thofe concerned in the privateers 
therein mentioned, 
" The two American privateers, 
the Hancock and the Bofton, com- 
manded by the Captains Babfon and 
Hendrick, brought into Nantz river 
the 13th of Auguftlaft two Englifh 
prizes, laden with fugar, which were 
entered as Dutch veffels, bound from 
St. Euftatia. This falfe entry occa- 
sioned the legal confifcation of the 
kid veffels. After the laws kad taken 
their due courfe, his Majefty has 
gracioufly liftened to the applications 
which have been made to him, and I 
am directed to authorize you to pay 
to the owners of faicj American pri- 
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vateers, the Hancock and the Bolton, 
the fum of 400,000 livres French- 
money, which is faid to be the full 
value of the two veffels and cargoes.'* 

On Thurfday laft the Hon, John 
Hancock, and the Hon. Samuel 
Holten, Efquires, two of the Dele- 
gates for the Maffachufetts State, and 
the Hon. John Collins, Efq; one of 
the Delegates for the State of Rhode- 
Ifland, arrived here from the eaihvard T 

From good authority we learn, 
that the enemy evacuated the city of 
Philadelphia on Thurfday morning 
laft, and that Captain M'Claine, 
with a party of Continental troops, 
£ook poffeifibn of it the fame morning. 



Copy of the Instructions to Cap- 
tains c/*PrIVATEERS, Wy. E*? 
trailed from the Regiftry of his Ma- 
jeftfs High Court of Admiralty of 
England* 

GEORGE R. 
htftrutHens for the Comman* 
[L. S.) ders of fuch merchant Jbips 
or veffels who ftall have 
letters of marque and reprifah for 
private men of war againft the 
French King y his vaffals and fub- 
jeeJs, or others inhabiting within. 
any of his countries, territories, or 
dominions, by virtue of our commif- 
Jion granted under our Great Seal 
of Great-Britain^ bearing date th*. 
fifth day ofAugufl, 1778. Given 
at our Court at St. Jameses, the 
fifth day of Auguft, 1778, in th$ 
eighteenth year of our reign. 
Art. I. That it fhould be lawful 
for the Commanders of fhips autho- 
rifed by letters of marque and re- 
prizals for private men of war, to fet 
upon by force of arms, and fubdue 
and take the men of war, mips and 
veffels, goods, wares, and merchan- 
dizes of the French King, his vaflkli 
- and fubjects, and others inhabiting 
within any of his countries, territo- 
ries, and dominions : but fo as that 
no hoftility be committed, nor prize 
attacked, feized, or taken, within 

the. 
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the harbours of Princes and States in 
amity with us, or in their rivers or 
roads, within the fhot of their can- 
non, unlefs by permiffien of fuch 
Princes or States, or of their Com- 
manders or Governors in Chief in 
fuch places. 

Art. IL That the Commanders 
of Ihips and vefTels fo authorifed as 
afoicfaid, fhall bring all fhips, vef- 
fels, and goods, which they fhall 
feize and talee, into fuch port of this 
•or realm of England, or fomc other 
port of our dominions not in rebel- 
lion, as fhall be molt convenient for 
them, in order to have the fame le- 
gally adjudged on in our High Court 
of Admiralty of England, or before 
the Judges of any other Admiralty 
Court lawfully authorifed within our 
dominions. 

Art. III. That after fuch fhips, 
vefTels, and goods, fhall be taken 
and brought into any port, the taker, 
or one of his chief officers, or fome 
other perfon prefent at the capture, 
fhall be obliged to bring or fend, as 
foon as poffibly may be, three or four 
of the principal of the company 
(whereof the mailer, mate, or boat- 
fwain, to be always two) of every 
Jhip or veflei fo brought into port, 
before the Judge of our High Court 
of Admiralty of England, or his Sur- 
rogate, or before the Judges of fuch 
. other Admiralty Court within our do- 
minions, lawfully authorized as afore- 
faid, or fuch as fhall be lawfully 
commiffioned in that behalf, to be 
fworn and examined upon fuch inter- 
rogatories as fhall tend to the difco- 
very of the truth concerning the in- 
terest or property of fuch fhip or fhips, 
.vefTel or vefTels,. and of the goods, 
merchandizes, or other effects found 
therein ; and the taker fhall be far- 
ther obliged, at the time he produceth 
the company to be examined, and 
before any monition fhall be iffued, 
to bring and deliver into the hands 
of the Judge of the High Court of 
Admiralty of England, his Surro- 



rogate, or the Judge of fuch otket" 
Admiralty Court within our domi- 
nions lawfully authorifed, or others 
commiflioned as aforefaid, all fuch 
papers, pates, .fea-briefs,., charter- 
parties, bills of lading,* coekets, let- 
ters, and other documents fnd writ- 
ings, as fhall .be delivered, up,, or 
found on board any fhip* The taker, 
or one of his chief officers, or fome 
other perfon who was prefent at "the 
capture, and faw the faid papers and 
writings delivered up, or otheicwife 
found on board at the time of the 
v capture, making path that the faid 
papers and writings are brought .and 
delivered in as they were received 
and taken, without any fraud, addi- 
tion, fubdudlion or embezzlement, 
or otherwife to accouat for the hme 
upon oath, to the fatisfadlion of the 
Court. 

Art, IV. That the fhips, veffcls, 
goods, wares, merchandizes, and ef- 
fects, taken by virtue of letters of 
marque and reprifals as aforefaid, 
fhall be kept and preferved, and no 
part of them fhall be fold, fpoiled, 
wafted, or diminifhed ; and that the 
.bulk thereof fhall not be broken be- 
fore judgment be given in the High 
Court of Admiralty of England, or 
fome other Court of Admiralty law- 
fully authorifed in that behalf, that 
the fhips, goods, and merchandizes 
are lawful prize. 

Art. V. That if any fhip or vefTel 
belonging to us, or our fubjecls, 
fhall be found in diftrefs, by being 
in fight, fet upon, or taken by the 
enemy, or by reafon of any other ac- 
cident, the commanders, officers, 
and company of fuch merchant fhips 
or vefTels as fhall have letters of 
marque and reprifals as aforefaid, 
fhalf ufe their beft endeavours, and 
give aid and fuccoiir to all fuch fhip 
and fhips, and fhall, to the utmofl 
of their power, labour to free the 
fame from the enemy, or aay other 
diilrefs. 

Art. VI, That the commanders 

or 
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or owners of /uch mips and yefTeJs, 
before the takirfgout letters of marque 
and reprizals,' (hall make application 
in writing, fubferibed with their 
hands, to our High Admiral of Great 
Britain, , or our Cnmmiflioners for 
Executing that office for the time 
being, or the Lieutenant or Judge of 
the faid High Court of Admiralty, 
or his Surrogate, and fhall therein 
fet forth a,particular, true, and exaei 
defcription of the. fhip or yeffel for 
which fuch letter of marque 1 and re-, 
frizal is requeued, fpecifyrng the 
burthen of fuch fhip or veftel, and 
the number and nature of the*gunfi, 
emd what otlier WarliJce furniture atfd 
ammunition are on board the fame, 
^o what place the fhip belongs, arid 
the riame or names of the principal 
&wner or owners of fuch fhip and vef- 
fel, and the number of men intended 
to be put on board the fame, and for 
tyhat time they are victualled, alfo' 
the names of the Commander and 
• officers. 

Art, VII. That fte Commanders 
hf mips and vefTels having fetters of 
marque and reprisals as aforefai^, 
/hall hold and keep, and are hereby 
enjoined to hold aitd ke$£ a corre- 
spondence, by all conveniences and 
upon all occafiohs, with onr High 
Admiral of Great Britain, or our 
fcommfffionefs for executing that of- 
fice for tlie time being, or their 
Secretary; fo as from time* to time 
to render and give kirn or them, net 
only an account or kitelligence of 
their captures and proceedings by 
virtue of fuch comiriiffions, but alfo 
of whatfbever elfe AaU occur unto 
them, or be difcoveretl and declared 
to them, or found out by them by 
examination of, or conference with, 
any mariners or paflengers of or ki 
the mips or veflels taken, or by any * 
6ther ways and means wfeatfoever, 
touching or concerning the, defigns of 
the enemy, or airy of their fleets, 
fhips> reikis,- or parties ; and of the 
liations, fea-ports, and places, and 
. Vol. VI. 
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of their Intents therein ; and of what 
fhips or veflels of the enemy bound 
out or t home, or where cruizing, as 
they fhall .hear of; and of what elfe 
material in thefe cafes may arrive at 
their knowledge; to the end fuch 
courfe may be thereupon taken, and 
fuch orders given, as may be re- 
quifite. 

Art. VIII. That no Commander 
of any fhip or vefTel, having a letter 
of marque and reprizal as aforefaid, 
ihalj prefume, as they, will anfwerit 
at their peril, to wear any jack, pen- 
nant, or^odrer enfign, or colours 
ufually borne by our tups ; but that, 
be/ides the colours ufdally borne by 
merchant flaps, they do wear a red 
jack, with the union jack defcribed 
in the canton at the upper corner 
thereof, near the ftaif. 

Art. IX. That no Commander 
of any fhip or veflel, having a letter 
of marque and reprizal as aforefaid, 
fhali ranfom or agree to ranfom, or 
qaif, or iet at liberty, any fhip or 
vefTel, or their cargoes,' whkh fhall 
be feized and taken. 

Akt. X. That all Chains or 
Commanding Officers of mips, hav- 
ing letters of marque or reprizals, do 
fend a!ri account of, and deliver over, 
what prifoners ihall be taken on board 
any prizes to the Commiffionen ap- 
pointed* or to be appointed, for the 
exchange of prifoners of war, or the 
perfons appointed in the fea-port 
towns to take charge of prifoners ; 
and that fuch prifoners be fubjeft 
only to the orders* regulations, and 
directions of the faid Coawniffioners ; 
arid that no Commander, or other 
officer of any ihip having a letter of 
marque and reprizal as aforefaid, do 
prefume, npon any^ pretence whatfo- 
ever, to ranfom any prifoners. 

Art. XI. That in cafe the Com- 
mander of any fhip, having a letter 
of marqjafc and reprizal as aforefaid, 
fhall adt contrary to thefe inftruc- 
tions, or any fuch further inftru&ions 
of which he fhaU have. due notice, .he 

T t . fhall 
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fhall forfeit his cofflmifTion to all in- 
tents and purpofes, and fhall, toge- 
ther with his bail, be proceeded agamft 
according to law, and be condemned 
in coftsand damages. 

Art. XII That all Commanders 
of (hips and vefTels, having letters of 
marque and reprizals, fhall, by every 
opportunity, fend exact copies of their 
journals to the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, and proceed to the condem- 
nation of their prizes as foon as may 
be, and without delay. 

Art\ XIII. That Commanders of 
/hips and veflels, having letters of 
'marque and reprizaJ&j fhall, upon 
due notice being given to them, ob- 
serve all fuch other inftruc*tions and 
orders as we (hall think fit to direct 
from time to time for the better car- 
rying oja this fervice. 

Art. XI V4 That all perfons who 
fhall violate thefe, or any other of 
our inftru&oits, fhall be feverely pu- 
nifhed, and alfo required to make 
full reparation to perfons injured con- 
trary to our.' inftruftions, for all da- 
mages they fhall fuftain by any cap- 
ture, embezzlement, demurrage, or 
otherwife. ' 

Art. XV. That before any letter 
of marque and reprizals for the pur- 
pofe aforefaid fhall iflue under feal, 
bail fhall be given with fureties, be- 
fore the Lieutenant and Judge of our 
High Court of Admiralty of Eng- 
land, or his Surrogate, in the fum of 
three thoufand pounds flerling, if the 
fhip carries above one hundred and 
fifty men ; and if a lefs number, ia 
the fum of fifteen hundred pounds 
flerling* which bail fhall be to the 
effect and in the form following:— 

WHICH day, time, and place per- 
fonally appeared # 

*nd 

who fubmitting themfelves 
to the jurifdi&ion of the High Court 
of Admiralty- of England, obliged 
themfelves, their heirs, executors* and 
adminiftrators, in the fum of 



pounds of lawful money of 
Great Britain, to this efFeft; That 
is to fay, Tlia* whereas 

is 
duly authorized by letters of marque 
and reprizals, with the fhip called the 
of the burthen 
of about tons, whereof he 

the faid 

goeth matter, by force of arms to 
attack, furprize, feize, and take all 
fhips and vefTels, goods, wares and 
merchandizes, chattels and effects, 
belonging to the French King, or to 
any of his vafTals and fubjefts, or 
ethers inhabiting within any of his 
countries, territories, or dominions 
whatfoever, excepting only within 
the harbours or roads within fhot of 
the Cannon of Princes and States in 
amity with his Majefty. And whereas 
he the faid 

hath a copy of certain inftru&ions, 
approved of and pafled by his Majefty 
in Council, as by the tenor of the 
faid letters of marque and reprizals, 
and inftru&ions thereto relating, 
more at large appeareth. If therefore 
nothing be done by the fai£ 

or any ©f his 
officers, mariners, or company, con- 
trary to the true meaning of the faid 
inflructions, and of all other inftruc- 
tions which may be iflued in like 
manner hereafter, and whereof due 
notice fhall be given Kim ; but that 
the letters of marque and reprizals 
aforefaid, and the faid inftrucTions , 
fhall in all particulars be well and 
duly obferved and performed, as far 
as they fhall the faid fhip, mailer, - 
and company any way concern ; and 
if they fhall give full fatisfa&ion for 
any damage or injury which fhall bm 
done by them, or any of them, to 
any of his Majefty's fubje&s, or of 
foreign States in amity with his Ma- 
jefty ; and alfo fhall duly and truly 
pay, or caufe to be paid, to nis Ma- 
jefty, or the Cuftomers or Officers 
appointed to receive the fame for his 
Majefty, the ufual cuftoms due to his 

Majefty, 
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Majefty, of and for all (hips and 
goods To as afbrefaid taken and ad- 
judged for prize; And moreover if 
the faid 

ihall not take any (hip or veiTel, or 
any goods or merchandizes, belong- 
ing to the enemy, or otherwife liable 
to confifcatiorf, through confent, or 
clandestinely, or bycolluiion, by vir- 
tue, colour; or pretence of his faid 
letters of marque and reprisals, jhat 
then this bail ihall be void and pf 
hone effect ; and unlefs they (hall fp 
do, they do all hereby feverally con* 
ftnt (hat execution ihall ifTue fprth 
againft them, their heirs, executors, 
and administrators, goods and chat- 
tels, wherefoever the fame (hall be 
found, to the value of the fum of 
pounds be- 
fore-mentioned ; And in teffimony of 
the troth thereof they have hereunto 
fubfcribed their names. 

By his Majefty 9 s Command \ * 
Weymouth, 

G0DFREyLEEFAR*ANT,^^//?r/jr fc 

In Congrefs, April 30, 1778. 

Refolved, That no commiffioned 
officer in the army of thefe United 
States, who ihall be honoured with a 
brevet commiffion, ihall be entitled, 
by virtue of fuch brevet commiffion, 
to any higher rank in the regiment, 
troop or company to which he be- 
longs, than he before held therein ; 
fuch brevet commiffion giving rank 
only upon detachments from the line, 
and in General Courts Martial ; nor 
fhall fuch brevet officer be entitled to 
receive any additional pay in confe- 
rence of fuch brevet promotion. 
Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
In Council^ Lane after, April 27, 1 778. 

In the prefent important crifts pf 
public affairs, and according to the 
late call ©f Congrefs, the Supreme 
Executive Council pf this State do 
hereby ftri&Iy charge all pfficers, em- 
ployed in recruiting the Continental 
battalions of this State, to make the 



»5 ) 

inoft ftrenuous exertions, and redouble 
their endeavours to compleat the 
fame, without lofs of time. 

And Council recommend to the 
Lieutenants and Sub-lieutenants, and 
all other officers of the militia, to 
life their utmoft efforts to prerare for 
the immediate march of fouAlafTes, 
the next in turn, upon any emer- 
gency. By order of Council, 

T, Matlack, Sec. 



Report of the Comwijjioners appointed 
by his Excellency General 'Wash- 
ington, to meet \ confer ', determine 
and agree upon a treaty and conven- 
tion for the exchange efprifoners of 
*war, £sV. 
Philadelphia, 27 (h March, 177S. 

Sir, 
The Comrniffioners formerly menr 
tioned by me will meet tjie Gentle- 
men you have nominated, in your 
letter of the 22d, at German-town, 
on the 31ft inftant, at 11 o'clock 1(1 
the morning; and Jofhua Loring, 
Efq. my CommifTary-general of pri- 
foners, wi!l give his occafipnal at- 
tendance, i 

A opmmiffioned officer, with a 
ferjeant and twelve dragoons, will 
fc>e fent from hence to attend under 
my Comrniffioners y and I give this 
timely notice, that you may, if yo» 
pleafe ? ljaye an equal number with 
yours.' 

I conclude ycq will join with .me 
in opinion, that German-town mull 
be confidered fo far a neutral place, 
as that no troops be permitted to enter 
it, except the guards afore-men- 
tioned, during the meeting of the 
Comrniffioners, 

1 am, with due refpect, Sir, 
Your moil obedient fervant, 

W. Hows. 
Gen* Wajhington, Sec, Sec. 

(Copy) 
Head-Quarters, z^th March, 177$. 
Sir, 
I have been favoured with your 
letter of the 27th initant. 
T t 2 I agree 
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I agree with you, that German- 
town (hall be considered a neutral 
place during the meeting of the Com- 
miffioners, and that no troops mall 
be permitted to enter it while they 
are there, except the guards mutually 
fent to attend them. 

With due refpect, I am, Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 

G. Washington. 
Gen* Ho<we 9 &c. &c. 

(Copy) 
By bis Excellency Sir William 
Howe; Knight of the Moft' Ho- 
nourahle Order of the Bath, Gene- 
ral and Commander in Chief of all 
bis Majefty's forces within the Co- , 
lonies lying on the Atlantic ocean t 
from No<va-Scotia to Weft-Florida 
indu/ive, CSV. &e. c5V. 
To'Colonel Charles O'Hara, Co- 
' lonel Humphry Stephens, and 

Ctf//tf/nRlCHARDFjTZPATRICK. 

In purfuance of an agreement en- 
tered into with General Wafhington, 
for the appointment of Commiifioners 
on his part and on mine, to meet at 
German-town on Tuefday, the icth 
day of March, 1778, with full. powers 
to take under their confideranon all 
paft tranfa&ions relative to the ex- 
change of prifoners ; to adjuft the 
differences that have fo long fubfifted 
in regard to them ; to remove all difr 
faculties that may arife, in carrying 
into execution a general exchange of 
the prifoners with both parties at this 
time ; and finally to eftablifh a regu- 
lar and explicit cartel for the future j 
I do hereby nominate and appoint 
you, Colonel . Charles O'Hara, Co- 
lonel Humphry Stephens, and Cap- 
tain Richard Fitzpatrick, Commif- 
iioners, on my part, for the.purpofes 
aforefaid ; and you, or any .two of 
you, are accordingly to repair to 
German- town on the day above- 
mentioned, and there to treat, deter- 
mine and agree with a like number 
of Commiffioners, of fuitable ranks, 
on the part of General Waihington, 
vefted with amilar powers to thofe 
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herein contained, upon ajl matters 
whatfoever relative to prifooers* ""* 
For all which this (hall by to you, 
Colonel Charjes O'Hara, CoWeJ 
Humphry Stephens, atod Captain 
Richard Fitzpatrick, or to any two of 
you, a fufficient warrant, and*yout 
engagements fo concluded upon will, 
upon condition of their being mu- 
tually interchanged, be finally rati- 
fied and confirmed on my part. : 

Given under my hand and feal, at 
Head-quarters, Philadelphia, the 5th 
day of May, 1778. * / 
\ r W. Howe, 

By his Excellency's command, » 
* (Copy) Robert Mackenzie* 

By bis Excellency George Wash- 
ington, Efq. General and Com- 
mander in Chief of all the forces of 
the United States of America* 
To Colcnel William Grayson, 
•■' Lieutenant-colonels Robert Han- 
son Harrison, and Alexander 
Hamilton, and Eli as. BouDf- 
not, Efq. Commiffary-general &f 
Prifoners* 

AVJhereas a proportion was made 
by me, on the 30th day of July, 
1776, to his Excellency General Sir 
William Howe, and acceded to by 
him on the firll day of Auguft fol- 
lowing, flipulating an exchange of 
prifoners, ^ officer for officer of 
equal rank, foldier for fcldier, and 
citizen for citizen."- ; . 
. And whereas differences have arifen 
on the conftru&ion and execution of 
this agreement ; and it has been 
found by experience to he inadequate 
to. all the defircable purpofes for 
which it was intended, not being 
furhciently extenfive and definite to 
comprehend the diverfity of circum* 
ilances incident to the ftate of capti- 
vity, or to a/certain the various modes 
of relief applicable co .all. 

In order to adjuft all fuch dif- 
ferences, to prevent others in fu- 
ture, fo far as may be practicable, 
and to fix the exchange and accom- 
modation of prifoners of war upon a 
.-..*'. ■ •■ more 
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more certain, liberal and apple foun- 
dation',* you are, in virtue of full 
"powers to me delegated, to meet 
Yuch Commiflioners of fuitable rank, 
as are or fhall be appointed on the 
part of General Sir William Howe, 
*t German-town, on the laft day of 
this month, and who (hall come duly 
'authorifed to treat on the fubject. 
; With them to confer, determine 
and agree upon a treaty and convene 
tion for the exchange of prifoners o'f 
war, and for all matters whatfoever, 
which* may be properly contained 
therein* on principles of juflice, hu- 
manity and- mutual advantage, and 
agreeable to the cuftomary rules and 
practice of war among civilized na- 
■ fcions: for all which, ihis fhall be 
your fuificient warrant, and your en- 
gagements, being mutually inter- 
changed, (hall be ratified' and con- 
firmed by me. ' 

< Given under my hand and feal, at 
Head-quarters, Valley-forge, this 
■^8thday of March, 1778. 

G. Washington. 
By his Excellency's command, 
John Laurens, Aid-de -camp, 
(Copy) .".■:..-■■ * 

j 

To bis Excellency Georce Wash- 
* INGTOR, Ef$. Central and Com- 
mander in Chief of the forces of the 
United States of America. 
We the Commiflioners appointed 
by your Excellency, 4< to confer, de- 
termine and agree upon a treaty and 
convention, for the exchange of pri- 
foners of war, and -for all matters 
whatfoever, which may be properly 
contained therein," beg leave to re- 
port — 

That in purfuance of your Excel- 
lency's orders, On the 31ft day of 
•March we met, at German-town, 
the Commiflioners appointed by Ge- 
neral Sir William Howe, for thepur- 
pofes, as exprefled in their Qommif- 
iion, <■* of taking into confideration 
#,11 pall franfactions, relative to the 
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exchange of prifoners, to adjuft th$ 
differences that have fo long fubfifte<i 
in regard to them, to remove all dif- 
ficulties that may arife, in carrying 
into execution a general exchange of 
prifoners with both parties at this 
time, and finally to eftablifh a regular 
and explicit cartel for the future."— 

We produced our refpective powers 
and interchanged copies for further 
examination^ after which a propo- 
rtion was made to us, to take up the 
bufinefs of our meeting in the form 
of a general cartel, and to make the 
difcuflion of pall tranfactions a fecon- 
dary object; in doing which, it was 
to be underftood, that nothing was 
to be final or obligatory, till the 
whole treaty fhould be concluded. 
To this we readily agreed, as the 
mode appeared eligible in i.tfelf, apd 
cbnfonant with the intention of our 
commiflion. — Thefe preliminaries be- 
ing adjufted, a paper was fubmitted 
fo our confideration, containing a 
number of articles relative to the fub- 
ject of our negociation, which we 
promife to perufe and deliver our fen-p 
timents concerning. 

General I lowe's Commiflioners 
propofed to adjourn tHl the next day, 
and exprefled a defire of returning 
that evening to Philadelphia, to 
which we did not then think proper 
to object. 

• Having met the next morning, 
we, inacurfory manner, pointed out 
fome imperfections in General Howe's 
Commiflion : an eflential one was, 
that it contained no recital of the au- 
thority by which he acted ; whereas 
your Excellency's Commiflion ex- 
prefsly fpecifies, that it is " in vir- 
tue of full powers to you delegated." 
His Commiflioners promifed to com- 
municate our objections, and receive 
his further in flructions. 

We proceeded in the mean time to 

a comparifon of ideas on the paper 

above-mentioned, and made rougk 

minutes of the refult, agreeing that 

whatever 
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whatever might be adopted, fhoald 
only be confidered as a concurrence- 
in fome general principles, which 
were to be modified, explained, en- 
larged and applied, as fhould be af- 
terwards determined. 

It was then propofed to digeft what 
had been done into a more regular 
and explicit form, and to prepare 
any new proportions which might oc- 
cur ; but as this would neceflarily re- 
squire time, it was agreed to defer our 
next interview to Friday, the 3d of 
April. 

The Commiflioncrs from General 
Howe then -informed us, that it was 
expected by him that the Commif- 
fioners on both fides were always to 
retire, after the bufinefs of the day, 
within their respective lines, and that 
the neutrality of German-town was 
only to continue during the time of 
actual negociation ; as on account of 
the proximity of that place to Phila- 
<lelphia, many inconveniences might 
attend our conftant refidence there.r— 
This propofal was .equally unexpected 
and furprifing : we conceived it to be 
contrary to the tenor of the corre- 
fpondence communicated to us, which 
had pafTed between your Excellency 
and General Howe, for appointment 
of a place of treaty. — It could not 
but produce much unneceflary delay 
in the negociation, the diftance be- 
tween your camp and German-town 
being fixteen miles, and tended to 
impofe a new and burthenfome con- 
dition on us, by obliging us to per- 
form a journey of twice that diftance 
every day. In point of propriety, and 
for the difpatch of bufinefs, we 
thought it necefTary the Commiflion- 
ers ihould remain conftantly together. 
Thefe motives, an,d an apprehenfion 
that fomething might be implied, in 
the objection, unfavourable to our 
perfonal honour, determined Us to 
fufpend the negociation till we had 
repcrred to your Excellency the terms 
required, and received the directions 
in confluence. We declared our 
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refolution and reafons to General 
Howe's Commiflioners, and hare re- 
turned to cimp accordingly. 

W. Grayson, 
R. H. Harrison, 
A. Hamilton, 
E. Boudinot. 
Camp, Falley-Forge, 
April ^thy 1778. 
To his Excellency George Wash- 
ington, Efq. General and Com* 
mander in Chief of the forces of the 
United States of America, 
We the Commifiioners appointed 
by your Excellency •* to confer, de- 
termine and agree upon a treaty and 
convention for the exchange of pri- 
foners of war, and for all matters 
whatfoever which may properly be 
contained therein," beg leave to re- 
port,-r— 

That, agreeable to your Excel- 
lency's orders, on Monday the 6th of 
April we met, at New-town, in 
Bucks county, the Commiffioners ap- 
pointed by Gen. Sir William Howe, 
for the'purpofes as expreffed in their 
comjniffion, of taking in t to conside- 
ration all paft tranfactions relative to 
the exchange of prifoners, to adjuft 
the differences that have fo Jong iub- 
fifted in regard to them, 10 remove 
all difficulties that may arife in car- 
rying into execution a general ex r 
change of prifoners with both parties 
at this time, and finally to eftablifh a 
regular and explicit cartel for the fu- 
ture." 

The next day we entered upon bu- 
finefs. The Commiffioners on the 
part of General Howe opened it, by 
informing us that he had been made 
acquainted with our objections to his 
commiffion, but that he would not 
confent to the alteration we had pro- 
pofed refpecling an infertion of the 
powers under which he acted : that he 
* meant the treaty to be of a perfonal 
nature, founded on the mutual con- 
fidence and honour of the contracting 
Generals, and had ** intention, either 
of binding the nation or extending the 

cartel 
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cartel beyondthe limits and duration 
of his own command. They declared 
themfelves ready to treat with us on 
this footing, and with their prefent 
powers, which they deemed adequate 
to the purpofesof our meeting. 

In anfwer, we affigncd them our 
reafons at large for thinking there 
was a material defect in their powers, 
which mull render any treaty we 
could form nugatory and unequal; — 
nugatory, becaufe the private faith 
of an individual could not, in the 
nature of things, be a competent of 
proper fecurity for a treaty of public 
import;— and unequal, becaufe on 
the one hand, from the exprefs terms 
of our powers, the public faith would 
be plighted for our engagements, 
and on the other, General Howe 
alone would be bound for the per- 
formance of theirs. 

The Comjniflioners from General 
Howe, in the courfe of the difcuffion, 
intimated an impropriety in treating 
with us on a national ground, in a 
.conteft of fuch a nature as the pre- 
fent, which might imply ah acknow- 
ledgment inconfiftent with their 
claims. — We obferved to them, that 
if there was any inconfiftency at all, 
it would operate equally againft the 
forming a cartel on any principle 
whatever, and againft the whole bu- 
finefs of exchange ; but that the mea- 
fure was calculated for mutual ad- 
vantage, and muft juftify itfelf on its 
expediency and neceflity.. We fup- 
ported our pbfervation by precedents 
drawn from practice in like cafes; 
and in order to obviate every fcruple, 
and to remove, as far as was in our 
power, every impediment to the ex- 
ecution of our commiffion, we pro- 
pofed that a claufe mould be admitted 
into the cartel, declaring that no ex- 
preflions contained in it mould be 
conftrued to affect the political claims 
of either country, in any thing not 
directly neceffary to the due and 
faithful obfervance of the treaty. 
This we thought a good expedient 
for reconciling difficulties on botk 



fides. — We agreed to come to a final 
determination the next day. 

We met accordingly ; and after 
fome mutual explanations we inform- 
ed General Howe's Commiflioners, 
that on the moft mature deliberation, 
we found ourfelves obliged to adhere 
to our objections to their commiffion, 
and could by no means think our- 
felves authorifed to treat with them, 
unlefs their powers were made corre- 
fpondent to our own. They then 
propofed that two of their number 
mould immediately proceed to Phi- 
ladelphia, to confult General Howe 
again upon the fubject. This pro- 
pofal we cheariully aflented to, in 
hopes that he would ultimately put it 
in our power to anfwer the deniable 
purpofes of our appointment. 

On the return of thefe gentlemen 
from Philadelphia, they informed us, 
that General Howe perfifted in the 
idea of a perfonal treaty on His part, 
and refufed to enlarge his powers by 
the declaration required on ours. We 
then propofed to flate our objections 
in writing, and to receive their an- 
fwer in the fame manner : the for- 
mer we did, as follows : 

*« The Commiffioners appointed 
by his Excellency General Wafhing- 
ton, to confer, determine, and agree 
upon a treaty and convention for the 
exchange of prifoners of war, and for 
all matters whatfoever that may be 
properly contained therein — 

** Having examined the powers on 
the part of General Sir William 
Howe to his Commiflioners, and 
compared them with their own, ob- 
ferve a difference, which, in their 
apprehenfion, is very effential and 
important : General Wafhington, in 
his commiflion, exprefsly declares it 
to be given in virtue of full powers 
to him delegated : General Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, in his commiflion, makes 
no acknowledgment of any % authority 
by whick he acts. 

" It appears to be the intention of. 
the refpective Generals, mutually 
exprefTed in their powers, to do an 
eitenfive 
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fcxtenfive' and permanent acl, which 
ihall not only effect a fettlement of 
paft differences, and a general ex- 
change of prifoners for the prefent, 
fcut (hall extend to the eftablifhment^ 
cf a regular and explicit cartel in ftc* 
tttre. The objects of this caitel will 
not be wholly of a military nature, 
but will include matters of a very 
antereftmg civil concern.-*— h is ap- 
prehended, that the power of enter- 
ing into a treaty of fuch importance 
is not naturally inherent in military 
tommand, knd that it cannot be ex- 
efcifed, by either of the Generals, 
as an official a&, merely, in virtue of 
their military capacities ; but muft 
"fee founded on fpecial authority, de- 
legated for the purpofe. — »Thi$ au- 
thority, according to reafon and uni- 
Terfal practice, ought to be declared, 
t)therwife it will not appear, nor have 
the leafr. efficiency or operation— 

** That if the authority does not 
cxift, the negociation can have no 
fuftcient foundation. It muft reft 
iblely on the footing of perfonal con- 
fidence* The public faith cannot be 
ctmfidered as pledged, for the per- 
formance of any engagements, in 
cctvfequence of it, and thofe may of 
cocrrfe be over-ruled at pleafure. 
'Could the credit of individuals be 
fuppofed great enough, in preferva- 
tion of perfonal honour, to prevent 
the interference of fuperior authority 
— their influence could not, at any 
rate, extend beyond their own com- 
mand, and 'mould the cafaalaes of 
war remove them, their fucceflbrs 
would not be, in any manner, bound 
by their engagements. 

■* In fine, it is conceived, there 
Wcfttid be a manifeft impropriety in 
conducting a buiinefs of this nature 
on perfonal ground, as fuch a mea- 
fure ttould be deititute of that validi- 
ty, which the folemnity of a public 
<a& alone tan- give, and which the 
magnitude of the objects it is intend- 
ed to comprehend imiifpenfibiy re- 
quires.— Perfonal confidence, or the 
mutual confidence of irfdividffalsy is 



too flender an ; d tfnfuMandfil a ba/l$/ 
for concerns of fo great variety and 
extent, as the treaty in contempla- 
tion mufi ntcefiarily involve. 

W. GitArsoN, 
R. H. Harrison, 
A. Ha.mii.ton/ 

E. BO^DINOT," 

Newtown, April 10, 1 778. 
To Col. Charles Q'Hara, CoL Hurt-, 

pbry Stephens, Captain Richard 

Fitxpatrick* 

In return, the Commiffioners on. 
the part ef General Howe delivered 
us a paper, containing a wriHrfg, as 
follows :— - . 

** The COmnriffioners appointed 
by his Excellency Sir William Pfowe, 
to taka int6 confideration all, panV 
tranfaclions relative to the exchange 
of prifoners,' to adjuft this differences'' 
that have fo long fiibfifted iri rtgard 
to them; to remove aH difficulties 
that may arifein <farrying into execu- 
tion a general exchange of prifoners 
with both parties at this tiftfe, and 
finally, to ettablim-a regular and ex> 
{4icit cartel for the future, having 
received the objections made to the 
eommiifion under which they z€t, 
from the Commiffioners appointed to 
meet them for fimilar purpofes by 
General Wafhington, are much con-" 
cerned'to find they are likely to prove 
an obftruclion to the execution of fo 
definable a purpofe. They conceive 
the powers delegated to them by 
theit commiflion to be ^efficient and 
ample, for effedlually acconfpliftring 
tlve purpofes therein contained ; and 
hereby declare themfelves ready and 
defirous of immediately entering up- 
on a treaty with the CommilGonersf 
appointed by General Wafhington, 
for carrying into execution the dif* 
ferent objects of their Comrnfitoo. 
C. O'Hara, 
H. Stephens, 

R. FlTJEPAT*lC«.*» 

Newtown, April n, 1 77$. 
To Colonel Gray/on, Lietttenant-coltnel 
Harri/bn, Lieutenant-toloml Hd^ 
mihen, Elias Bovdinot, Bfy. 

We 
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We immediately prepared a reply on this occasion meets with your Ex- 
cellency's approbation 



to the foregoing writing, whicli we 
offered to General Howe's Commif- 
fioners, but they refufed to read it ; 
pledging that, if we would not meet 
them on ^the cqmmiffion ihey now 
■ had, tie negociation was at an end, 
IjVe then read to them the reply we 
Jiad prepared, to the following ef- 
fect: 

1 *' The Commiffi&iers appointed 
By his Excellency General Washing- 
ton, to confer; determine, and agree 
tipon a treaty and convention for the, 
Exchange of prifoners of war, and for 
all matters whatfoever, that may be 
properly contained therein, are inex- 
preflibly concerned to find — 
. " That the Conimiffione'rs on the 
part of General Sif William Howe 
fhould think it neceflary to make the 
obje&ions ftated to their powers, and 
fupported, as they apprehend, by 
the mod coriclufive reafons* an in- 
* furmountable obftacle to the progrefs 
of a negociation^ intended to anfwer 
the tnofl benevolent and eftimable 
purpofes. 

" As General Sir William Howe 
touft. be fuppofed fully impowered to 
enter into tie treaty his commijjidn im- 
ports* they can conceive no fufficient 
reafon for not declaring his powers* 
.and *wou!d flatter themfelves, that 
nothing can be eafier than to remove 
the caufe of their objections, and to 
proceed in the bufinefs on admiffible 
terms.— They are ready and felicit- 
ous to treaj on &ir, proper and equal 
ground ; {urn as will give efficacy to 
their proceedings, and place a public 
ac*l on the foundation of public au- 
thority* 

W. GRAYSON, 

R. H. Harrison, 
A. Hamilton, 
E. Boudinot." 

Ke*wto<tvn, April n, 1778, 
to Colonel Charles O'Hara, Colonel 

Humphry Stephens, and Captain 

Richard Fitxpatrick* 

We mall be happy if our conducl 

Vol. VI. 



We were 
fully fenfible of your folicitijde for 
ths fu'ccefs of a treaty, defigned to 
provide an effectual and durable re- 
medy for thofe calamities, with 
which the ilate of captivity has been 
hitherto affti&ed. We are forry the 
views of General Sir William Howe 
were (o far different from yours, as 
to render them impracticable. Your 
powers, to us were the ilandard, by 
which we were to judge of the fuffi- 
ciencv of his, The former are 
founded on the broad bafis of nati- 
onal faith; the latter on the narrow 
one of private faith. ^ A diffimilarity, 
in fo material a £oint, appeared to 
us a folid, and ori our part, infuper- 
able objection. We confidered the 
formation of a treaty, by which fuch 
momentous concerns would be af- 
fected, with no other fan&ion than 
the^ perfonal honour and intereft of 
an individual, not only as incompa- 
tible with our commiffion, but re- 
pugnant to reafon, to the nature of 
the bufinefs, and to common ufage in 
fimilar cafes. A treaty fo formed 
would, in our conception, be merely 
nominal— or at beft of temporary 
operation— certainly ceafing with 
perfonal command, liable at any 
time to be violated by public autho- 
rity, without the imputation of pub- 
lic dilhonour, and highly derogatory 
to the dignity of thefe United States. 
W. Grayson, 
R. H* Harrison, 
A. Hamilton, 
E. Bo.udinot." 
Camp, Falhy-ForgCy April 15, 1778. 

In Congrefij April 21, 1778. 

Refolved, That Congrefs ap- 
prove the conduct of Colonel s Gray- 
fon, Lieutenant-colonel Harrifbn, 
Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, and 
Elias Boudinot, Efq. Commimoners 
appointed by General Walhington to 
meet the Commiffioners of General 
Sir William Howe, and with them . 

XJ U X9 
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to confer, determine, and a^ree up- 
on a treaty and convention for the 
exchange of prifoners of war, and for 
all matters whatfoever, which may 
be properly contained therein, in the 
feveral meeting* held at Germantown 
and Newtown with the faid Commif- 
fioners of General Howe. 

Refolved, That Congrefs are fui- 
cerely defiroiis of fettling a cartel, 
for the exchange of prifoners, on 
principles of juftice, humanity and 
mutual advantage, and agreeable to 
the cuftomary rules and practice of 
war among civilized nations ; and 
that they lament the obftacles raifed 
by General Howe and his Commif- 
fioners, during the negociations held 
for this defirable purpofe. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

f ubliihed by order of Congrefs, 
Charlbs Thomson, Sec. 



Fork-Town, May 2* 
New-York, April 17, 1778- 

SIR, 
" Having been honoured with his 
Majefty's inTtru.ftions to circulate the 
inclofurea, I lake the liberty to offer 
them to you, foi* your canaid confi- 
deration, and to recommend, that 
through your means the officers and 
men under your command may be 
acquainted with their contents. 
I am, Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 
W. Try on, Governor." 
General Wajbingtom 

Hiad Quarters, Falley-Forge* April 
26, 1778* 
S I R, 
" Your letter of the 17th, and a 
triplicate of the fame, ^ere duly re- 
ceived. I had had the pleafure of 
feeing the draughts of the two Bills* 
before thofe which were fcnt by you 
came to hand ; and I can aflufe you 
they were fuiTered to have a free cur- 
rency among the officers and men 
under my command, in whpfe fide- 
lity to the United States I have the 



scioft perfect confidence. The in- 
clofed .Gazette, publifhed the 24th 
at York -Town, will fhew you that it 
is the wifh of Congrefe they fhould 
have an unreflrained circulation. 
(Seepage 163J # 

" I take the liberty to tranfxmt 
you a few printed copies of a refac- 
tion of Congrefs of the 23d ioftant, 
(fee page \66J and to requeft yoy 
will be inflnimental in communicat- 
ing its contents, fo far as it may be 
in your power, to the perfons who 
are the objects of its operation. The 
benevolent purpofe it is intended to 
anfwer will, I perfuade myfelf, fuf- 
ficiently recommend it to your can- 
dor. I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedjent fervant, 

Q. Washington.'* 
Mejor-general Tryon, at Ne*w-¥orA. 

T*ori-Town t May 30. 
Extr*8 of a Letter from General 

Washington to Congrefs* 

Head-Quarters y Valley-Forge^ May 

24, 1778. 

" On the night of the 19th the 
enemy moved out in force againft the 
detachment under the Marquis de la 
Fayette, mentioned in my letter of 
the i&di, which made a timely and 
hand£bme retreat, in, great order, 
over the Schuylkill, at Matfon's 
Ford. Our lofs was nine men in th« 
whole— the enemy's fuppofed Some- 
thing more. Their march was cir- 
cuitous and rapid, and I fhould ima- 
gine that many of their men fullered 
from it. General Clinton, it is faid, 
commanded in perfon. 

Publilhed by order of Congrefs, 
Charj.es Thomson, Sec. 

JLxtraQ of A I^etfer from a Gentleman 

<wio was in Camp when the Mar- . 

auii de la Fayette lately returned 

with his detaebment. 

" I have enquired very particu- 
larly into the ^rquis's .enterpriser 
$nd have learned from a gentleman, 
on whofe veracity and accuracy I can 
4epeno\ the following articles— * 

" The 
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** *The ohje&s of the detachment at the light-horfe, they fet up the 

war-whoop, and fcampered about ac- 
cording to their cuftom. The light- 
horfe, terrified at the unufualTound, 
fcampered off too . as faft as their 
horfcs would carry them. The In- 



are well known to every body. On 
the 19th inftant that detachment, 
ConMing of about 2oco rank and 
file, arid art irregular body of 45 
Vidians, marched from camp, and 
Jialteti within n miles of Philadel- 
phia, between Barren-hill Church 
and Schuylkill. The following 
flight a chairi of guards and fentinels 
were ftationed, for commanding the 
averiues into and out of the city. In 
the mean time, fome infamous tory 
rnufl haVe betrayed the defign ; for, 
notwithftanding the vigilance of the 
'fenuhels, the enemy, in force of 
full 7060, came out near midnight, 
and by a round-about hard march 
penetrated the country fo far, as to 
reach the fpot which the Marquis had 
/Occupied the preceding night, and 
the firft intelligence of their pro- 
grefs~ reached the Marquis no fooner 
than break of day the 21ft. From 
jhe account of their number, and the 
direction of their march, there was 
nothing 'left for the detachment but 
to decanip with all hafte, confident 
jyith good order. 

** The column of the enemy, as it 
approached the detachment, divided 
and took different roads, the more 
^ffeftually to furround it ; at the 
fani'e time another column marched 
out of Philadelphia, advancing to- 
wards the Marquis's front. The re- 
treat was conduced in excelknt or- 
der, in prefence of the enemy's ad- 
vanced partes of horfe. Sir Henry 
Clinton, who is faid to have been 
commander of the enemy's party, or 
Whoever he was, muft have been de- 
ceived by the regularity and good 
order of the retreat, and apprehen r 
five of being drawn into an ambufcadcy 
otherwife nothing but want of cou- 
rage can excufe him for letting the 
Marquis get off with fo trifling a lofs 
as three men killed, and four pri- 
soners, 

" The enemy had two horfemen 
killed', and many wounded. When 
the Indians had fired off their pieces 



dians collected fome of their cloaks, 
which were dropped in the flight, 
1 and foon converted them into leggins- 
" Many of the people from Phi- 
ladelphia have fk>len out, and de- 
ferters from the ejiemy's army' are 
coming into our camp in great num- 
bers every day." 

ExtraS of a Letter from Major-ge- 
neral Sullivdn to ^Congrefsy dated 
Providence, May 2$, 1778. 
•' I beg leave to inform Congrefs, 
that in the pight of the ?£th inltant, 
about fix or feven hundred of the 
JBritifh and Hefliaz* troops at Rhodc- 
Ifjand embarked on board two flkips 
of war, two tenders, and al?out 
thirty flat-botiomed boats, paffed up 
the river, and landed before day 
between Warren and Poppafquafh 
Point. At the appearance of day- 
light they marched in two bodies, 
one for Warren, and the other for 
the head of Kickemuet River, where 
were about 70 flat bottomed boats 
and one of the State gallies. They 
burnt all the boats but twelve, ancj 
fet fire to the galley, which was af- 
terwards extinguifhed without having 
done much injury;— they then fet 
fire to the meeting-houfe at Warreti, 
and to feven dweiling-houfes, and 
retreated towards Briitol, where their 
mips had fallen down with the flat- 
bottomed boats to receive them.— 
They burnt in Briftol 22 houfes, 
among which is Governor Bradford's, 
In their tour every fpecies ofcrueky 
was displayed — many of the inhabi- 
tants were taken and carried o£V-r 
ajmoft every hpufe was plundered. 
They made no diflinclion between 
their friends and foes ; fome women, 
who had been long noted as their 
faithful friends, were cpmpelled, by 
U u z tfce 
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the bayonet, to ftand while their where 
buckles were taken from their fhoes, 
their rings from their fingers, their 
handkerchiefs from their necks, &c. 
I received intelligence of the enemy's 



they would have been fafc ; 
but before this could be effe&ed the£ 
were deftroyed. One of the State 
gallies, manned with thirteen men, 
was taken yefterday morning at Gar- 



landing about eight o'clock, — the diner's Neck by one of the enemy's 
country was immediately notified— gallies, which rowed up to her in the 
the troops from this place put in mo- night " 



tion, and, left an attempt might be 
intended upon this place or the wef- 
tern more, fome part of the militia 
was called in to guard the weflern 
fhore and this place — the refidue 
were ordered to march On toward the 
enemy ; — all thofe from the Mafia- 
chufetts were ordered to meet an4 
oppofe thenrr. They aflfembled with 
great* alacrity, and marched , with 
much expedition.' - Colonel Barton 
was ffcnt on to mfufter what force he 
could on the road, to aflift Colonel 
Crarey's* regiment, which was ftati- 
ened at Brifto!, arfd had got into the 
enemy's rear. Colonel Barton, with 
Crarey's regiment and what force he 
had coUe&ed, amounting to near 
two hundred, attacked them in their 
retreat, and, I believe, did them 
confiderable injury'; the- gallant Co- 
lonel was dangeroufly wounded in 
the action. I arrived on the ground 
about half part eleven o'clock ; the 
troops from this place, and a large 
body of miljtia, were^bout two miles 
in the rear coming on, ■ many of 
which had marched near 20 miles in lefs 
than four hours. When I came upon 
the ground their rear had embarked 
and been off near an hour. I know 
nothing of their lofs; we had two or 
three killed, feveral wounded, and 
five taken. 

I cannot help obferving that the 
place for laying up the boats was 
very- injudicioufly chofen ; I was 
about to move them when I firfl 
*came to this poft, but, Upon exami- 
nation, found not one of them would 
fwim. I employed a number of car- 
penters to repair them, with T a view 
of moving them up Taunton river, 



Extra£ of another Letter from Ma~ 
jw-gerieral Sullivan- to Congrefs % 
dated Providence, May 3 1 , 1778.' 
'" Nothing new has occurred in 
this Quarter fince my laft, fave that 
the enemy (Who' are lately very in^ 
duftrious in mifcKief) * landed this 
morning at Tiverton before day*, 
with a view of burning* tK« mills, 
and fome houfes which were conti- 
guous.' "They immediately'Yet fire to 
an old mill and an old h'oufe, whicH. 
ftood near the place of their landing', 
and proceeded for the town to exe- 
cute the plan/ but were met at the 
bridge on Fall-River by '25 men, . 
who prevented their crofiing.'- They 
repeatedly endeavoured to crofs th$ 
bridge,' but were as often repulfed; 
and, after an engagement of an hour 
and an'half/retired with precipita- 
tion to their boats,* leaving one dead 
man and another mortally wounded 
behind them. From all accounts, 
they fuffered much in the attempt ; 
and in reimbarking, when they were 
returning; our forts at Brifto] ancj 
Tiverton annoyed them niuch, par- 
ticularly the former. A large galley 
came up to ; Briftol-Ferry to cover 
them, but was by our cannon driven 
on fhore, and fo damaged, that at 
high water finding fhe could'not be 
got off, the crew abandoned her. An 
armed floop which came to- her relief 
ftiared her, fate, and' is likewife 
abandoned. I truft they will be 
burned this night, 

'■' P* S. The party of the enemy 
confifted of i '50 'men, commanded by 
one Major Ayres. * 

Publifhed by order of Congrefs, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 
■ . . ■:. :. Bojttni 
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Boftotfy June *e, 1778. 
*fhe following Letter from General 
Sullivan to General Pigot, and 
General Pigot'j anfwer thereto, 
are publijhed by dejirt. 

Providence* June 4., 1778. 

sjr, ' 

-The repeated applicntiorfs of the 
diffrefled' families' of thofe perfons, 
who were captured by your troops, 
on the 25th ult. induce me to write 
'you upon the fubjett. ' As thofe men 
were no.t in aftual' fervice, or found 
in arms^ I cannot conceive what were 
the motives for takjng them ; or 
guefs the terms upon which their re- 
leafe may be obtained/ 

Had the war on the part pf Bn T 
tain, "been founded in juftice, and 
lad your troops in their excurfion, 
compleated the deftructiqn of the 
Boats, and our military preparations 
' in that quarter, ' without wantonly 
deftroying defencelefs towns, * burn- 
ing houfes confecrated tp the Deity, 
plundering and abufing innocent in- 
habitants, and dragging from their 
peaceful habitations, unarmed and 
unoffending men ; fuch an expedition 
inight "have "(hone with fpjendor : it 
is now darkened with favage cruelty, 
hid ftained with Indelible difgrace. 

In your laft letter to me, you gave 
it as vour opinion, that the inhabi- 
tants of America, * at large, would 
entertain more favourable fentiments 
cf the views and intentions of Greaj 
"Britain, than I feejned inclineq! to 
have:> — If, Sir, the '.unprecedented 
cruelty of your troops, difp'ayed up- 
on every p^tty advantage, fmce the 
commencement of this contek ; the 
inhuman and unexampled treatment 
of prifoners, who, by the fortune of 
war, have fallen into your power, 
had not fufficiently convinced the in- 
habitants of the UnitedStates, that 
they had nothing to expect from that 
iiation "but a continuance of thofe ty- 
rannical and cruel meafures, which 
drove them to a feparation, the conl 
dud of your party r m their jate ex- 



curfion, piuft have flamped It with 
infallible certainty. 

The law of retaliation has not as • 
yet been exercifed by tlje Americans: 
—Humanity has marked the line of 
their conduct thus far, even though 
they knew, that their tendernefs was 
attributed to hafe timidity .-r-'But if a 
departure from the laws of humanity, 
can in any iniiance be iuflified, it 
muit I?e, when fuch relentlefs de- 
hroyers, are intrapped by the vigi-* 
lance of the party invaded. Perhaps 
at fome fuch ppriod f the Americans, 
fired with refentment of accumulated 
injuries, wearied with the long exer- 
ciieofa humane conduct* which has 
only been rewarded with barbarity 
and infialt, an<J defpairing to njiti- 
gate the horrors of war by perfift- 
ing in the practice of .a virtue, which 
their enemies feem to have bamihei 
from their minds ; may, by fud- 
denly executing the law of retalia- 
tion convince Britons that they have 
miifcaken the motives of American 
clemency, and trilled coo long with 
undeferved lenity. Should fuch an 
event take place, the unhappy fu£- 
ferers may charge their misfortune* 
to the commanding officers of the. 7 
Britifh army in this country, whofc 
miftaken conduct has weaned the af- J _ 
fections of* Americans from your na- 
tion— -driven them to diiavow alle- 
giance to your Sovereign, and at 
length rpufed them to acts ef reta* 
Iiation. "."..'. 

I " Ihould not have wrote you fo 
particularly upon this fubjeft, had I 
not obferved in' the Newport Gazetttr 
that the conduct of your troops, em- 
ployed in the 'late expedition, had 
received your approbation aud warmeft 
thanks. 

Your favouring me with a line, 
informing upon what terms, areleale 
of thofe unfortunate perfons may be 
obtained, will much oblige, Sir, 
Your molt obedient, 
and very humble fervant, 

John Sullivax- 
M&/or'Gjncral View* 

Krv'pvrt 
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S!r, N#ivport,June 10, 1778. 

I received your very extraordinary ■ 
letter, and as you requefl nothing 
more than the fjavour of a line, to 
inform you upon what terms the pri- 
foners taken on the 2fth of laft 
month, can be obtained, it is unne- 
cfcflary to trouble you with a reply to 
any other part of your letter. 

You are pleafed to fay, yon cannot 
conjecture upon what terms their re- 
lease may be obtained. You certainly 
mull know, that by the laws of this 
country, every man above fixteen, and' 
Under nxty, is obliged' to ferve as a 
foldier, under very fevere penalties ; 
and have Generals and Field Officers 
appointed to lead them whenever 
called forth, and I have no doubt but 
many of thofe very perfons, whom 
you call peaceable inhabitants, have 
been marched on the late intended 
invanort of this ifland, by General" 
Spencef. This being the cafe, I do 



not fee there can be any objections 
made to their being exchanged for* 
foldier* or feamen— — Any one who 
does not come under the above de- 
fcription, of being between fixteen 
and fixty, mail, upon your pointing 
him out, be immediately fet at li- 
berty, without any exchange. Should 
this propofal be agreeable to you, I 
am ready to make the exchange as 
foon as you pleafe ; but in cafe if 
does not meet with your approbation^- 
I am forry to acquaint you, that not 
having it in my power to accommo- 
date the prifoners fb Conveniently and 
Well as Iwifh to do, mult be unde# 
the neceflity, when ad opportunity 
offers, of fending them to New- York, 
where they wifl be better attended to r 
and more at large, and I wifh I could . 
fey their exchange" more' eafily ef- 
fected, I 3m, Sir, 
Your moil obedient humble fervant, 

" R, Picor* 



In Congrefs, May 27, 1778* 

-ESTABLISHMENT of the AMERICAN ARMY, 

L INFAN T R Y. 

RefMued, That each battalion of infantry mall confift of nine companies, 

o'rie of which fhall be of light^ infantry; the light infantry to be kept com- 

pleat by drafts' from the battalfoti, and w^ani^ed during the campaign Lntqj 

corps' of light infantry : 

That the battalion of infantry cpnM of 
r i Colonel' and Captain, 75 dollars per iriorfthi 

i Lieutenant colonel and Captain, 60 
r Major, - ■ 

^ 6 Captains, each ~-±- — 

1 Captain-lieutenant, — — 

8 Lieutenants, each — — 

t_o, Enfigns, each 
Payniafter, 
Adjutant, 
Quarter-mafter. 

1 Surgeon 

1 Surgeon's Mate, 

j Serjeant-major, 



'i 

'J 



J 



5 « 
40 

z6 2-3 
26 2-3 
20 



To be taken from theTme, 



C 20 1 In add 

V3r R a X a 
(.13} line, 



addition to their 
as officers in the 



1 Quarter- ma !krr Serjeant, 
27 Serjeants, each -— 

1 Drum-major, 

1 Fife-major, — 

18 Drums and fifes, each 
27 Corporals, each 
477 Privates, each — 



60 
40 
10 
10 
10 

9 
9 
7 
7 
6 



2-3 
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Each of the Field Officers io command a company. 
The Lieutenant of the Colonel's company, to have the rank of Captain- 
lieutenant. 

U, ARTILLERY, 
That a battalion of artillery confift of 
i Colonel, — - ' ■ ■ . 100 dollars per month. 

i Lieutenant-colonel — <— * 75 

1 Major l. . — 62 1-2 
;^ 12 Captains, each — — 59 

1 2 Captain-lieutenants, each — 33 1-3 
12 Firft Lieutenants, each — 33 1-3 
^36 Second Lieutenants, each — 33 1-3 
"Pay-mafter, 1 f 2jlla addition to their 

Adjutant, >To be taken from the line.s 16 > payas officersin th« 
Quarter-mailer, J 1*6 J kne, 

1 Surgeon, *■ 75 
1 Surgeon's Mate * ■ 50 
, ■ • 1 "Serjeant-major ■ ■ 11 zygoth* 
1 Quarter-ma&er Serjeant, •— • 1 1 23-90^$* 
1 Fife-major, » . 10 38-90^3. 

1 Drum-majpr, ■ 10 38-9pths« 
jz Serjeants, each ■ io 

72 Bombardiers, each ■■ - 9 
72 Corporals, each * * 9 
72 Gunners, each ■ . 8 2-f 

24 Drums and fifes, each — 8 2-3 
336 Matrojfles, each 8 1-3 

III. CAVALRY, 
That a ^battalion of cavalry' conuit of 

Colonel, ■ ■ 93 3-4ths dollars per month* 

LieutenantrColonel > 7 c. 

Major — « - — 60 

6 Captains, each > ■. 50 

2 Lieutenants, each ■■ 33 1-3 . 

6 Cornets, each — 26 2-3 

1 Riding Mailer, 33 1-3 

Pay~piafter, } C 25 "> In addition to their 

Adjutant, > To be taken from the line. < 1 5 > pay as officer* in the 

Quarter-matter, 3 L l SJ ^ nc * 

1 Surgeon, .■ 60 

I Surgeon's Mate 40 

1 $adler, * i io 

1 Trumpet-major — r 1 1 

& Farriers, each < l0 

6 Quarter-mader Serjeants, each 15 
6 Trumpeters, each . ■ ip. 

12 Serjeants, each r-*— 15 v 

30 .Corporals, each ■■ < , \ 10 
324 Dragoons, each •- 8 1-3 

IV. PROVOST. 
Rtfolved, That a Provoft be eflablifhed, to confift of 

1 Captain of Provofb, - — 50 dollars per month. 

4 Lieutenants, 
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4 Lie utenanti, each 


— 33 


I -J 


i Clerk ~^— 


— 33 


»-J 


i Quarter-mafler Serjeant 


— is 




2 Trumpeters, each 


— VQ 




2 Serjeants, each 


— is 




^ L* nrnArti 1« ' parn iii 






t luur UVJJ di J , C»U.H *■■ 






43 Provofts or privates, each 


8 


i-J 


4 Executioners, each 


^— IO 





50 dollars per month* 

33 1*3 
10 

9 
8 i.j 



* This corps to be mounted on horfe-back,' and armed and accoutred a* 
tight dragoons. 

Refolved, That in the engineering department three companies be eflalM 
liibed, each to confift of 
1 Captain, 

3 Lieutenants, each 

4 Serjeant*, each 
4 Corporals, each 

60 Privates, each 
Thefe companies to be irtftrufted 
in the fabrication of field works, as 
far as relates to the manual and me- 
chanical part. Their bufinefs (hall 
be to inftruft the fatigue parties to 
do their duty with celerity and exact* 
nefs ; to repair injuries done to the 
works by the enemas fire, and to 
profecute works in the face of it. 
The commiflioned officers to be fkill- 
ed in the necefTary branches of the 
Mathematics ; the non-commiffioned 
officers to write a good hand. 

Refolved, That the Adjutant and 
Quarter- mailer of a regiment be no- 
minated by the Field Officers out of 
the Subalterns, and preferred to the 
Commander in Chief or* the Com- 
mander in a feparate department for 
approbation ; and that, being ap- 
proved of, they fhall receive from 
him a warrant agreeable to fuch no- 
mination : 

That the Payraafter of a regiment 
be chofen by the officers of the regi- 
ment out of the Captains or Subal- 
terns, and appointed by warrant as 
above; the officers are to rifque 
their pay in his hands ; the Pa)-maf- 
ters to have the charge of the cloath- 
lng, and to diftribute the fame. , 
Refolved, That the Brigade -ma- 
jors be appointed as heretofore by the 
CTommanaerin Chief, or Commander 
in a feparate department, .out of the 



Captains in the brigade to which h* 
fhall be appointed : 

That the Brigade Quarter-maltef 
be appointed by the Quarter-mafter-i 
general* out of the Captains or Su- 
balterns in the brigade to which he 
mail be appointed. 

Rcfjlved, That two Aids-decamp 
be allowed to each Major-general* 
who fhall for the future appoint them 
out of the Captains or Subalterns. 

Refolved, That in addition to their 
pay as officers of the line, there be 
allowed to 

An Aid-de-camp, 14} dollar* 
Brigade-major 24 £ per 

Brigade Q. Matter 15 J month* 
Refolved, That when any of the 
Staff Officers appointed from the line 
are promoted above the ranks in the 
line out of which they are refpeftively f 
appointable, their Staff appointment* 
fhall thereupon be vacated : 

The prefent Aids-de-camp and Bri- 
gade Majors to receive their prefent 
pay and rations. 

Refolved, That Aids-de-camp, 
Brigade Majors, and Brigade Quar- 
ter-mafters, heretofore appointed from 
the line, fhall hold their prefen* 
rahks, and be admiiEble into the line 
again in the fame rank they held 
when taken from the line ; provided 
that no Aid, Brigade Major or Quar- 
terrmalter fhall have the command of 

any 
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any officers who commanded him 
jvhile in the line. 

Refolved, That whenever the Ad- 
jutant-general fhall be appointed from 
the line, he may continue to hold his 
frank and commrffion in the line, 

Refolved, That when fupernume- 
rary Lieutenants are continued under 
■this arrangement of the battalions, 
who are to do the duty of Enfigns, 
A they fhall be in tided to hold their 
Tank, and to receive the pay fuch 
rank intitled them to receive. - 

Refolved, That no more Colonels 
be appointed in the infantry; but 
where any fuch comirtiffion is or mall 
^become vacant, the battalion ihall be 
commanded by a Lieutenant-colonel, 
who ihall bfc allowed the fame pay as 
is now granted to a Colonel of in- 
•fantry, and fliall" rffe in promotion 
from that to the rank of Brigadier ; 
and fuch battalion (hall have only two 
Field Officers, viz; a Lieutenant-co- 
ionel and Major, but it fhall have an 
additional Captain. 

May z^ Refolved, That no per- 

fons hereafter appointed upon the 

. Civil Staff of the army fhall hold or 

be intitled to any rank in the army, 

by virtue of fuch Staff appointment. 

June 2. Refolved, That the officers 
herein after-mentioned be intitled to 
draw one ration a day^ and no more ; 
that where they mail not draw fuch 
ration, they fhall not be allowed any 
icompenfation in lieu thereof. 

And to the end that they may be 
enabled to live in a manner becoming 
their ftations, 

Refolved, That' the following fums 
be paid to them monthly for their 
fubfiitence, viz* to every Colonel 5 
dollars per month'; to every Lieute- 
nant-colonel' 4J6 dollars ; to every 
Major 30 dollars'; to every Captain 
20 dollars ; toevery Lieutenant ?.nd 
Enfign 20 dollars ; to every/ regimen- 
tal burgeon 30 dollars; to every re- 
gimental Surgeon's Mate 10 dollars; 
to every Chaplain of a brigade 50 
dollars. 

Vol. VI.- 



Refolved, That fub/iltence money 
be allowed to officers and others on 
the Staff, in lieu of extra rations, and 
that henceforward none of them be 
allowed to draw more than one ration 
a day. " ■ ' 

Ordered, That the. Committee of 
-Arrangement be directed to report to 
Congrefs as fooh as poi&ble, fuch an 
allowance as they mall think adequate 
to the ftation of the refpedtive officers ^ 
and perfons employed on (be Staff. 
Extract 60m the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec 



In Congrefs, Jung 6 , 1778. 
-'■ A letter of the z7th.6f.Mayj from 
Lord Howe, and one of the 3d of 
Jane, from General Clinton, at Phi- 
ladelphia, accompanied * with three 
Afts of Parliament, were, read— The 
•letters are as follow : ■ . 

Sir, Philadelphia, May??* 

Having, by .a packet juft arrived 
from Great-Britain, : received the 
•King's commands to tranfmit to the 
Congrefs, and to the Commander in 
Chief of their troops, the copies of 
two Afts paffed this feffion of Parlia- 
ment, for quieting the diforders now 
ftibftfttng in thefe Colonies, and pre- 
paring the way for . the return of 
peace, I embrace the *aHieA oppor- 
tunity to forward the inclofed copies 
pf thofe Afts, and of any other Aft 
relating to the government of the 
province of Maffachufetts-Bay, for 
the information of the Congrefs 
thereon ; mofl fincerely hoping this 
communication will be p'rodnctive of 
the defired good effect. 

I am, with due confideration, Sir, 
Your moil obedient fervant, 

Henry Laurens, Efq* How?, 

Prefident of the Congrefs, 

Head-Quarters, Philadelphia, June j;, 
1778, 
Sir, 
I am direfled to tranfmit to Con- 
grefs, and the Commander in Chief 
pf their troops, printed, copies of 
X x ducc 
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three Conciliatory A£b of Parlia- 
ment : let me add my molt fiacere 
wifhes, that they 4 may produce the 
defireable efFcd which is hoped from 
them. I have the honour to be, Sir, 
.Your moft obedient/ 

and moft humble fervant, 
H. Clinton. 
Henry lanrens, Efq\ 
Trefiietit of tie Congrefs. 
Ordered* That they be referred to 
a Committee of five/ 

The members 'chofen, Mr. Dray, 
ton, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. G. Mor- 
ris, Mr'. Witherfpoon, and Mr. $. 
Adams* 

Ordered, That the Committee re- 
tire into the next room*, and prepare 
an anfwer to Lord Howe and General 
Clinton's letters. " 

The Committee appointed to pre- 
pare infwers to Lord ffowe and Ge- 
neral Clinton's letters, brought in a 
draught y which was read and agreed 
to, as follows: 

York'trwn> Jnnt G, 1778. 
MyLordV 
I have had the honour of laying 
your Lordflup's letter of the 27th of 
May, with the A&s of the Britifh 
Parliament enclofed, before Congrefs j 
and I am inftru&ed to acquaint your 
Lordftiip, that they have already ex- 
preflcd their fentiments wpon Pills, 
not eflentially different from thofe 
Afts, in a publication of the 2 ad of 
-April Iaft. 

Your Lordftiip may be allured, that 
when the Ktog of Great Britain fhall 
be ferioufly iityofed to put an end 
to the unprovoked and cruel war wag- 
ed againft thefe "United Sta&s, Con- 
grefs will readily attend to fuch tentts 
of peace as may confift with the ho- 
nour of independent nations, the in- 
tereft of their conftituents, and the 
facred regard they' mean to pay to 
treaties. I am, my Lord, with all 
due confideration, your Lordihipfs ' 
moft obedient fervant, 

Hbnry Laurens, 
Lord How. Prefidcnt of Congrefs, 



Sir, 
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I have had the honour of laying 
your letter of the $dinftarit, with the 
A&is of the Britifh Parliament Which 
came inclbfed, before Congrefs ; and 
J am inftru&ed to* acquaint you, Sir, 
that they have already exprefTed their 
fentiments upon Sills, not eflentially 
/different from thofe c AcTs, in a pub- 
lication of the 22d of April laft. 

Bt aflured, 'Sir, when the King of 
Great Britain fhall be ferioudy dif- 
pofed to put an end to the unpro- 
voked and cruel war waged againft 
thefe' United ' States* Congrefs will 
readily attend to fuch terms of peace 
as may confift with the honour of in- 
dependent nations, the intereft of 
their conftituents, and the facred re- 
gard they mean' to pay to treaties, 
I hive the honour to be, Sir, 
* Your moft obedient, and 
moft humble fervant, 
Henry Laurens, 
Prefident of Congrefs: 
His Mfeellency Sir Henry Clinton, K* &. 
in Philadelphia. - • - 

Publifhed by order of Congrefs, 
Charlbs Thomson, Sec f 



JBy the Earl */ Carlisle, Sir Henry 
Clinton, William Eden, Ef 
autre, and George Johnstone, 
Efyuire, Commiffioners appointed by 
his Majefty, in pur/nance of an A& 
of Parliament ', to treat, confult and 
agree upon the means of quitting the 
diforders n&w fuhfijting in certain 
of the Colonies, Plantations, and 
Provinces of North- America* 
PROCLAMA TION. 
Whereas the King in Parliament 
being defirous to reftore the bleffings 
of reconciliation and peace to Great 
Britain and her .Colonies, did in the 
courfe of laft feffion repeal certain 
A&Sp which, were found to have ex- 
cited jealoufiev and given apprehen- 
sions of danger to liberty in the faid 
Colonies* And being furthev de- 
firous in the moft fpeedy and effe&ual 
j f * ■ .■■.*•• manner 
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fanner td remove every obftruction 
to the re-eftablifhment of peace, did 
appoint us his Commiffioners to aft 
on this Continent, and by our pre- 
fence in America to prevent the de- 
lays that mull have attended the paf- 
fage and return of mefTengers to and 
from Europe^ on every fubjed of dif- 
cuflion that might arife. Be it 
known to all whom it may concern, 
that we being met at Philadelphia 
on the loth of June, did from thence 
difpatch the following letter, with 
the inclofures hereto annexed, to 
Henry Lauren's, EiJj. President of 
the Congrefs, and have received the 
anfwer fubjoined. 

[tfere follows the Ctimmifiioners 
letter to the Congrefs, and the an- 
fwer ; {See page 293.) After which 
is inferted in the New- York print, 
the following paper, figned by Mr, 
Profeflbr Fergufon* Secretary to the^ 
Commiffioners.] 

We now call upon all perfons In 
the Britifli Colonies, or States of 
North America, to -judge with can- 
dour* of the gracious intentions en- 
tertained by his Majefty, and by 
Parliament, towards them, and to 
the aiding its in bringing the un- 
happy diviflons now fuMfting in this 
Continent to a fpeedy termination, 
and in procuring the lafting peace 
and fecurity of a*ll the difrerent mem- 
bers of this once happy and profpe- 
rous Empire; 

' In thefe public communications of 
our proceedings to which the people 
of. North America are fo fully en- 
titled, we ihall not pretend to employ 
argument farther than may be necef- 
fary to explain our own conduct, 
without any view to bias the judgment 
of thofe who are not lefs interested 
than we are on our part, to decide for 
themfelves in thefe important matters. 

As the great object that iriuft de- 
termine our own deliberations is the 
profperity of Great Britain, in con- 
fidence with the general welfare of 
the Empire, we naturally expect to 



find among the inhabitants of North 
America a like attachment and folici- 
tude for the intereft of their general 
confederacy, and qf the feveral Colo* 
niesor States of which they belong. 

In this fpirit they will judge of the 
proportions contained in the precede 
mg letter. n * 

Thofe proportions we have made 
in the hope that they may become 
more beneficial to our country in the 
present fituation of affairs', than the 
original plans of fettlement conceived 
to reftrain the trade, and controul 
the internal government of the Co- 
lonies; and more fafe for all parties ; 
than any arrangements calculated to 
form a revenue in America at the 
difpofal of Parliament i we at kail 
flatter ourfelves, that they may be 
found fufficient to eftabliih that union 
of force, on which the ftrehgth and 
fafety of nations depend, without 
endangering the liberty of the fub- 
ject in any part of the Empire. The 
Congrefs, the Aflemblies, and the 
people of America will judge for 
themfelves, whether that union of 
foree-which we on our part deem of 
fo much advantage to Great Britain, 
may not be of equal advantage to 
them* And whether the internal 
peace of their own fyftem, will not 
be more fecure under the title and 
Majefty of the King of Great Bri- 
tain, whofe prerogatives arc exer- 
cifed within ftrict limitations, and 
whofe authority will enfure the re- 
gular execution of every law that may 
be provided by the reprefentatives of 
the people for their peace and fecu- 
rity, than it ever could be if left to 
be agitated by the {forms of faction, 
and the jarring interefts of fo many 
parties, as are likely to divide this 
Continent, after they have laid afide 
the refpect that is due to the ancient 
conftitution, under which they have 
fo long prospered.. 

They will judge whether fuch an 
union with Great Britain, will not 
be preferable to the alliance of the 

X x 2 French 
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FrtncE ' monarchy, whkh ever has objects of our Commiflion, devoutly 



been, and in its cenflatutien ever 
muft be, an enemy to all freedom* 
of laws and religion. In thefe cx- 
preftions, we wiih to preferve the 
refpedt that is due to the perfons of 
Princes, without being the dupes of 
their policy, and we mutt, without 
difputing either the greatnefs or the 
goodne&of his Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty, flill infill that the* policy of 
France on .the prefent occafion has 
been infidious, and not more hoftile 
to Great Britain, than in its tendency 
pernicious to the people of America, 
however it tray be flattering to the 
ambition of fome, and favourable to 
the private intercft of others. 

But above all, we call upon thofe 
who have fuffercd, or who may fuffer 
by the continuance of the calamities 
•t war, ferioufty to confider the ori- 
ginal caufe of the prefent hoftilitles, 
with the proportions we have made 
to remove them, and to obviate all 
further difputes. We call upon them 
to cpnfider the reafons, which, not 
withstanding the repeated and folemn 
declarations of the people cf^ke- 
rica, that they never wifhed to Sepa- 
rate chemfetyes from Great Britain, 
are now affigned by Congrefs, for re- 
jecting any difeuflion- on thefe fub- 
jec~b, unlefs Great Britain ihall con* 
-fent to preliminary articles, that mu# 
prevent any fubfequent union of in- 
tereft between us. And we trnft, that 
having fo confidered thefe matters, 
they will, acquit Grea£ Britain of the 
guilt to be imputed to the authors of 
any diflrefs, to which they may Hill 
be expofed. 
Hoping that a fair judgment will 



praying for the aififlance of Almighty. 
God, and the concurrence of all 
good men* 

By thtir Excellencies Command, 

Adam Ferguson, Sec* 



From the New Jersey Gazette. 

Though I never had any apprehen- 
sions that Great Britain could reduce 
\x\ to unconditional fubmiffion by the 
force of her arms, I was not without 
my fufpicions, that as foon as Hie dis- 
covered the impracticability of her 
purpofe, ihe would attempt by the 
lirataeem of negociation, what me 
found unattainable by her military 
prowefs. Accordingly Lord North 
is now determinedS(with the help of 
a better head than his own) to divide 
us by infidious propofals, to gain 
time for reinforcing the Britim troops, 
while he expec"b to divert us by a ri- 
diculous accommodation, from aug- 
menting, our own.. 

To prevail upon the Engliih nation 
to lay ajide all thoughts of conquefl 
with which he has conftantly flattered 
it, he is obliged to acknowledge fuch 
mortifying truths as no other con- 
iideration would have extorted from 
him. " Our army," fays he, '* is 
great ; our navy is great ; but the 
refinance of America is greater ; and 
the war has lafted longer than was at 
firft apprehended. To ftrengthen 
our fcrce, and continue the war upon 
the preient plan, is attended with too 
great an expence of men and money,; 
an expence which comjueft itfelf 
would not balance." It is therefore 



evident that he quits -his purfuit of 

eonqueft only from the want of men 

be paired on our proceedings, we - and money neceflary to effect it. But 

ihall purfue fuch meafures as we ap- incapable pf executing his original 



prebend rooit likely to acquit us of 
the duty which we owe to our Sove- 
reign, our fellow fubjects in Great 
Britain, and the, Colonies, and po 
evince the fmcerity of the Intentions 
with which we endeavour to obtain 
thofe blefiings. of peace, which are the 



fanguinar'y defign, what does he fub- 
ftitute in its room ? Only to trick us 
into that fame taxation under a more 
fpecious form by dint of artifice, into 
which he could not beat us by the 
length of his fword, Forwhat.is the 
right of taxing the merchandize of a^ 

trading 
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trading people which Britain, now 
propofes, but the right of drawing 
from them what fums (he pleafes r 
Would, not the farmer, woulcf not the 
artificer, would not every citizen of 
America, who confumes any of the 
commodities, upon which a duty was 
impofed, pay the tax of the price ad- 
vanced in proportion to the duty ? 
And in the extensive manner in 
which the draught of the bill is 
worded, of not impofing any duty, 
&C except only fuch as may be expe- 
dient to irnpofe f»r the regulation of 
commerce, will not their Parliament 
(which is intended to be the fole 
judge of this expediency) impofe juft 
what duties it mail think proper? 
Will it not think it expedient to de- 
bar us from trading with any nation 
except their own, and with them- 
felves at their own prices ? And thus 
from the moft glorious profpe£l, of 
being the happieft and moft flourilh- 
ing people upon the face of the earth, 
by appointing our own rulers and 
trading with the Whole world, we are 
voluntarily to refign ourfelves to the 
moll ignominious bondage, and to 
facrifice our commercial intereit to a 
nation that, while we were connected 
with them, abufed the exercife of 
their regulating power to fuch an op- 
preffive degree, as conilituted one of 
the principal cauies of our revolt. 
And what can be more provoking 
than for Great- Britain, after acknow- 
ledging the fuperiority of our arms, 
to propound fuch a controul over onr 
commerce as we remonftrated againft 
before the commencement of the 
war; and which would infallibly 
render us and our remotest pofterity 
the fl'aves and tributaries of a nation 
venal, corrupt, abandoned, and Turn- 
ing headlong into inextricable perdi- 
tion ? But, to palliate this ruinous 
meafure, it is fugared over wi*h 
" that the neNproceeds of fuch duties 
(hall be always paid and applied to 
and for the ufe of the colony, &c. in 
which the fame mall be refpeclively 



levied ;" that is, in plain Englifli, tO v 
maintain legions of hungry mihiite-^ 
rial dependents, who are to be fent' 
amonglfc us to accumulate fortunes,' 
and then to re-crofs the Atlantic, to 
diflipate in luxury what they amaffed 
by iniquity, and thus make room for* 
another fet equally penurious and ra- 
pacious. For my own part, I would 
rather pay the tax immediately into 
the EnglUh' Exchequer, as I think it 
infinitely .more eligible to fupport a* 
number of rogues in London than ia 
America. No wonder therefore/ 
that this fubtle> mkiifter is willing in 
appearance to yield to our independ- 
ence, if we l would but yield to him 
the right of regulating our trade', as 
by that very cefllon we Ihould make 
the fulleft reoognition of Our depend- 
ence. 

Nor is the draught of the bill to 
enable the King of Great Britain to 
appoint Comtnijfionersy &c. lefs infi- 
dUous than the other, these being no 
fecurity that Parliament will confirm 
their negociations, and the whole 
evidently designed to induce us to a 
ceiTation of hoitilities, to give them 
an oppo tunny to increafe their 
troops, and fpread diflention amongft 
us : but the difguife is too thin to de- 
lude the-fagacity of an American. 
Nor does it even revive the drooping 
fpirits of a fmgle tory. Britain has 
out-lived her day of grace refpectine 
us. And how Lord North could 
flatter himfelf that any man of com- 
mon fenfe would put the lead confi- 
dence in him, wmle ha makes the 
moft fhamelefs facrifice of truth when- 
ever it ferves his purpofe, is as unac- 
countable as Tryon's imagining that 
we mould give the more credit to a 
paper for the fake of his certificate. 
JTo fupport my charge againft his 
Lordfhip, I fhall enumerate feveral 
paflages in his fpeech, as deftitute of 
truth as the Parliament itfelf is of 
public virtue. 

! . / ha-ve great reafon to bel/eve, 
from the declarations of the Colonies , 

that 
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that they Are wiling to contrihutt 
theiY Jhare to the public fupport. Then 
Governor Hutchinfon muft be your 
informer. 

2. / thought it neceffary to Jhevt 
them (the Colonies) that *tve were not 
fighting for taxation y for I newer 

thought that fuck taxation would he 
very beneficial to us. The greater 
your guilt for endeavouring to force 
it by war. 

3. In many of the AJftmhlies theri 
vjoj an inclination to have accepted it 
(his conciliatory proportion) before 
the war* Multiply New- York by 
nought and the product is one. 

4. My intention was from the be* 
ginning, at the moment of viQory to 
have prvpofed the fame propofition 9t in 
terms obviating all the mtfreprefeota* 
tions and mif under fiandings concerning 
/>«— Unconditional fubmiffion ! 

5 . / never thought taxation a fyfi- 
cient objea} for the contcfi. Pray 
what elie has the conteft been about I 

6. But I fought for the dependence 
of America.-^And. did America ever 
dream of independence, till the op- 
preffions of Britain compelled her to 
declare it? 

7. The Congrefs claimed independ- 
ency* I fuppofe by openly and fo^ 
lemnly dlfavowing it. 

8. The Colony of the Majachdfetts 
claimed it. When, where, and how, 
my Lord ? Why a great outrage was 
committed on our merchants— The af- 
fair of the tea, 1 prefume. And if 
fo f did not New-York and every 
other Colony that deftroyed the tea or 
the ftamps, claim it as, much ? 

9. The conteft was for fupremacy. 
I dare be bound no man will ever 
tonteft with .Lord. North his fupre- 
macy in the art of falftfication. 

10. Our cuftoms are not diminijhcd* 
To be proved, I fuppofe, by the 
Virginia entries. 

1 \ . / newer propofed any tax; For 
wituefies to this fact, call Lord 
North's fpeeches of laft year. 

12.' The Gommijjioucrs nvere msh 



trufted By America,,. As 4 traveller 
trufts a robber with his purfe. 

13. The farmers of America are 
ruined-Z—a$ lure as that* wheat at 
twelve millings the bulhctis'left thaa 
at five. 

Here is what is called a? Baker's; 
dozen of fuch palpable deviations 
from the truth, as no private gentle- 
man, who had the leaft regard for 
hh, character would chufeto ftoop to; 
and which, before the total extinc- 
tion of all virtue', a Britifh nobleman 
would have deemed peculiarly dif- 
gracefuL But the artifice is too vi- 
able to deceive any man of common 
difcernment. It is plainly intended 
to lull us into fecurity. Britain ap- 
prehends a war with France, and 
wants all her forces for her own do- 
mestic defence. Her prefent offers 
are no argument of her relenting ai 
the bloody nteafures ihe has hitherto 
purfued. Her difpofitiori to treat at 
ajl, arifes from her inability to pro- 
fee ute the war. She would Men to 
no accommodation while fhe thought 
herfelf able to fubdue us. She re- 
jected our prayers with difdain. She 
called us rebels, becaufe we armed 
in defence of our liberty. And why 
treat with us continuing in arms, and 
cohfequently equally rebels ? But how 
can we treat with her while (he claims 
the right of taxing us, fince rather 
than acknowledge this right we have 
revolted from her? And fhall we ne- 

Sociate wifh her ftill claiming it, and 
lat after finding that Ihe defpairs of 
enforcing it by the fword t God for- 
bid. 

From the fame. 
In the beginning of this contro- 
vtrfy, all the pains in our power 
were taken to bring about an accom- 
modation, and prevent matters coin- 
ing to an extremity. We feafoned, 
remonftrated and petitioned, over 
and over again ; but whatever we faid 
or did, was treated with infult and 
contempt ; and feemed only to in- 
creafe the haughtintfs and infolence 
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of onr oppreflbr^ £l> JVtum for .the 
'moft humble petitions," they branded 
'tis with the odious name of rebel— 
threatene4 to force us into abfolute 
jand unconditional fubmifTion, and de- 
nounced vengeance againft us, jfor 
daring to (land up in the defence of 
our rights,' in oppodtion to the om- 
nipotent claims of parliament, to bind 
»j in all tefts K ivbat/orver. They 
'talked loudly of the- dignity of the 
nation, and r fcomed even to hear the 
petitions of that ^flfcmbly, whom ne- 
ceffity Kad compelled ' us to form for 
pur common fafety. They boafted 
at home and abroad, that they would 
quell the rebellion in one campaign. 
TThev pafled one tyrannical act after 
another, to ruin our trade and cut ok 
our fupplies. * They covered the fea 
with their veflels—ranfacked Eng- 
land, Ireland* and Scotland for men-^ 
tired petty German Princes to make 
a trafick of their fuhjeAs — left the 
nation in fuch a defencelefs flate, that 
it has reafon 'to tremjble for its own 
fafety^almoft ruined its trade, and 
ipent' millions of money. All this 
they have done,* and more, to con- 
quer America. They have tried the 
effect of three campaigns; — have ha4 
their armies reduced to the Shadow of 
what they were-^ne with all its bag- 
gage, artillery* and fores', compelled 
to {urrender to our victorious arms— - 
the other obligfed to quit f the field 
with difgrace, as they did at White- 
marlh, and retreat behind flrong 
works for fhelter ; and now, all of a 
fudden, they talk of term's of peace 
and accommodation. *VVhat has pro- 
duced this furprifing change ? After 
*11 they have done to carry their point, 
it is infamous to' look back. The 
enemies of the adminiftratiori at home 
will triumph over them, and all Eu- 
rope will laugh af their impotence 
and folly. What could brifig them 
to fuch humiliating conceflidn ? No- 
thing burdire neceflity. They fee It 
^ impofliMe for them to fu'eceed, and 



therefore they , want tp fool usiatoa 
peace. But we ftiould be fools in- 
deed, if we were to think of one witk 
therri, which will only give them an 
opportunity of doing that by craft 
and cunning, which they could not 
do by force ; and when we ran hav«e 
one in a very little time, an&^referve 
.our independence—* fafe, lafting, and 
honourable peace. 

I fay Great Britain would never 
have ftooped to talk of any terms, if 
fhe had not been convinced it was 
impoflible to conquer us, anil that 
to continue the attempt would ruin 
her. Men and money begin to grow 
fcarce — She fees a war with France is 
unavoidable. There is all the reafon 
in the world to believe, that it is at 
this time declared. Intelligence 
from different quarters fays it is fo, 
or if it was not fo before, the ftepj 
the Parliament are now taking, will 
make it fo. France will never look 
on quietly, and fee them making 
peace with us. She knows that if 
America fhould- be again joined t6 
Britain, (he will be ruined. And 
Britain knows that if America mould 
be allied to France, fhe will be 
ruined. 

VHiat a miferable and defpifed 
people fcouldwe be, if we were to 
make peace with England ! We 
fhould be over-run with placemen 
and pensioners, who, like locufts, 
would eat up the land. Corruption 
and bribery, like' a torrent, would 
fweep' down every thing before it. 
Our trade would be hampered and 
confined more than ever it was. For 
fear we fhould feel our ftrength, and 
try again to make ourfelves inde- 
pendent, they would do every thing 
in their power to keep us poor, weak 
and miserable. * They would' infult 
and trample 1 us under foot. The 
whole' world would defpife'us as ' a 
foolifh mean-fpirited race bf men. 

' How happy and flourifhinfe (haH 
we be, if we continue independent ! 

Peace 
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Peace mud foon take p!ace-*-a French 
yvar wijl immediately carry it from 
pur door. Lord North confefTes that 
our ftrength is. much greater than he 
expected — that the expence of, con- 
quering us would be more than the 
value of conqueft would compenfarte, 
even if they were fure of fucceeding. 
On this footing they cannot carry on 
xhe war n^ich longer— After another 
campaign, they nauftgive it up of 
themfcWes, if . no foreign power 
mould interpofp. Then we wall be 
mailers ot ourfelves— we ihall make 
jour gwn laws— we (hall have only 
our own governments to maintain. 
We mall have a free commerce with 
all the world. W% ihall trade wi|h 
.England as- much as we find it our 
cwn intereft and no further, and on 
.better terms than ever we did before. 
She will be glad to have us lor her 
cuftomers* if we. are willing to befo ; 
and as ihe cannot claim our cuitom as 
a matter of right, {he mud take care 
; to treat us well to get and keep it. 
A free trade, under a government of 
cur own, will ma)$c us rich and Qqu- 
.rifhjog, will produce plenty of evexy 
kind, will tempt people from every 
conntry i* Europe to c©me and fettle 
. among us ; which will of courfe raife 
the value vf land beyond any thing 
we can now: imagine. 

Some people think, as we were 
happy enough one? in connection 
with. England, we ought to be fo 
again-: but they are miitaken. Our 
towns had not then been burnt by 
Englifhmen,— our land had not been 
deiolated — our houfes had not been 
. plundered-^-our countrymen had not 
been ftaughtered-r-our wives and 
daughters had not been ravifhed,- — 
."We.then had, affection for, and con- 
- £dmee in,. one. another- Now we 
.havciKmci but irreconciieabJe ep- 
mityaml jealonfy, never to be cured, 
have taken, their place. -An unjon 
with thent would be aft'etled., unna- 
tural, and dejbutove to the tranqui- 
lity and happinefs of America. 



From the fame. 
To Lord North. 
*, My Lord, 

I have juft read your Lordfhip's 
fpeech, and draughts of two a$s oiF 
parliament'foxcompofing thediforders 
in America, and beg leave to con- 
gratulate your ^ordlhip upon your 
partial recovery' from the delirium 
under which you . have* labpureo! ever 
iince you began the too* in America. 
You fay that, you have been de- 
ceived in your accounts o( the inter- 
nal ftrength of America. This was 
your own fault, ~ Had you consulted 
honeft men/ or the petitions ah4 ad- 
dreilfes of the CongreTs, iq4ea& ofthe 
vagabonds a^rafca^ whef were, ba- 
mmed from their, native country* yott 
would not have, been forced to make 
that mojl humiliating acknowledge- 
ment. 

You deny your Jiaving ever been 
on advocate for , taxiog. America, 

'Here you forget/thai when, jli^.jjiajled 
in collecting 'the ii'rength of Jfmain 
to enforce the Juprema.cytOf parlia- 
jnent over this r'ouniry, , you unffirled 
the banner of fubftantial revenue as 
the only argument thai cpuH weigh 
with thejiatiort to lend their' money 
or fpill their blood irt reduemgis to 
an unconditional fubmTffioni .Wc re- 
member too well, tjhe 'eir'ecT it'Vad 
upon the delud ( e4;je^iple of Jri|jin, 
to, be terrified with yflur. Wdve : fub- 
fcription reg^roentg noW , ytiu .ftave 
removed taxation from ampflgj tiic 
dumber of tl^.ol^c}^, o£ t^ war. .*' 

. You attempttq^nto^' J the nation 
whoai you haye^ wjinei -Jyy "talking 
to diem of ; tHe ^eatnefs pf , ? $be:r 

s army and navy^We rl^k^ylm, for 
your encomium* ujaoa^ejo, noth. 

, Whatmviil bc.d^I i^^W^f^^ 1 " 

i of^America^w^n, tlTat' v pQyiej u js> not 

v fu%*ent \6 cqi)<^Jlf^Xf^^o£ 
the, djilfe^f.vOjt 1 ^: .peop^ of 

;; Ardcri^.^jf^^i^.jnOT '%&$*, the 
States wjuch hav^^n;.^; Stats of 
the war have; felt man,).; fevera cala- 
mities, Bui, Hty Lord, you have 

now 
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ftov^the ffiweftfriends*indiprc.States. ferved 
.The farmers whom yqu have ruined 
.are- your worft enemies. The riecef- 
Jaries. of, life abound with us- Dci- 
meftic .indnftry^ has. .nearly, fupplied 
the. want of foreign trade* Salt is now 
roajadftelnred^oaiall oar fea coafts, 
as well as brought to. us in French/ 
Dutch, -and Damih bottoms in fuch 
quantities, as to be fold, in . tome 
places for four,, t and in ap place for 



more thah qwelve dollari i biuliel 
• Your Lord/hip was unfortunate in 
fixing the higheit price, of fait among 
y us at thirtf dollars, . Itias been foid 
at ilxty dollars; |>ut the men who 
bought it paid for it chcarfully, as 
thfc temporary price of their liberty, 
' They would have paid five hundred 
dollars for it rather than pay a peony 
to your Lord/hip for a whole cargo, 
if that penny would have been deem- 
fed an acknowledgment of their allegi- 
ance to the crown of Britain.' We 
have paid too, my Lord, ri6t only 
fixteaij but m ibme cafes thirty-two 
dollars for a pound of tea^-But, my 
Lord, thefe dollars were often ob- 
tained by the fale of Eritijb mer- 
chantmen* or by fupplyineyswr natural 
enemies with the produce of Our 
country. 

You talk of general and particular 
pardons— Ydu would hate infulted 
us had the proportions of pardon 
teen reciprocal between the two coti- 
tjfodirig Empires. The jpower of par- 
doning is lodged only in the United 
States; Your , parliament^ and 
your nation j are ftmned with the inno- 
cent blood of out fathers asd chil» 
dren. We haw done you no injury, 
Except in repeOmg the injuries, yon 
intended for us: We commit you to 
the juftict of the Arbiter of nations* 
W* wifh not to be the instruments of 
Executing vengeance upon you for 
jour outrages upon us. Britons may 
•njov alone the pleafui* of medding 
kindred blood— We fhttddor at the 
thoughts of being your executioners. 
Xhat bufineft, we believe, is re* 
Vot. VX. 



far your old enemies the 
French. 

> After a firuggle of three years, the 
beam on which were fufpended the 
Jfate of both countries, ' has at laft 
turned in fa%ur Of America. The 
fqde has not, it is true, yet reached 
the ground, botit is flattening thither 
with great rapidity. Do you think 
we eftbnate our ftrength to lightly, 
cW reafcn £o afrfurdly, as not to know 
iliat the fame exertions which f$rced 
you to repeal a£s of parliament-— to 
cancel -the name of rebels in your 
propofitioxis of peacey and to oiSer us 
pardons, will in a Ihort time forct 
you to an independence, arid to fue 
for an . alliance with us t Yes, my 
Lord, the gradation in ftlame was too 
great, or you would have done it this 
year; but it is now too late: We 
*re now unitiird to your powerful 
rivals the Frerich, and we glory in 
the conne&idn. We have fflt how 
great her weigh* arid influence are, 
compared with yours in the^ courts of 
Europe.* We Know how matny ties 
of intereft there are to connect us to- 
gether. Pur refbarces f&t a navy 
alone muft bind France to uV for ever. 
-We have nothing to fear from anci- 
ent prejudices in favour of her reli- 
gion, laws, or government; and 
therefore we fhall be in ao danger of 
improper innovations iri the religion, 
laws; or government of our country, 
by an intimate union with her. 
With fuch an ally at, France in Eu- 
rojpe* what power will dare to moJeft 
us? 

Her wealth— ^Ker numerous armies 
-—her military fpirit— the nature of 
her government— the genius of her 
court, and even her ambition^ will 
all ierve to guarantee to us a per* 
petual enjoyment of fafety and peace 

Alas I my Lord, the dejtruftion 
of Britain is fealed. Prepare your- 
ftlf for a block on Tower-Hill. 
Tlttre is ftill virtue enough, I hope, 
in Britain to demand a few facrihees 
to. their wafte of blood and ireafure; 

Y ? and 
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and I dill think ft 
fomc of the regimen u now in 
America, as to bekeye that they will 
contend with each other who fhsil do 
duty on the day of your execution. 
They were uaaoo«a»ted wi&t d&, 
grace and ini«y<untU your Lord- 
ihip directed thek f arms, agaiaft the 
liberties of America. , 

I leave your Lordihip wkh yow 
prayer book and chaffcua, while I 
addrefs a few words to you* O! 
my beloved fcllow-rfariaens and bro- 
ther freemen of America!— See at 
laft your labours are nearly ended ; 
the moniter tyranny has received a 
deadly blow. Qm moee campaign 
will deilroy him, provided yoa xxm 
yourtelves properly. View the.peaoe 
and liberty, the transporting liberty 
that are before you* Trample under 
your feet the bale and infukmg of- 
fers of both, that have been made t» 
you by the. parliament of Britain 
Confider the dignity you have ac* 
quired by becoming members of rice 
and independent i States.. The di£- 
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favourably of praife that all-gracious Providence, 
'which by its unerring ways, hath, 
with fo finall fuflerjngs on our part, 
Jed us to this happy ftage, in our pro- 
.gretY towards thofe great and impor- 
tant objects. 

v Forced by the arbitrary and cruel 
jnaaftrres ofthff IferitHh Miniftry, in. 
*n a jAft and necefiary defence of our 
iarval uable rights and privileges, we 
have already made conftderable pro- 
git&inthe art of war; Our citizens 
are become foiiftiers, ew regular 
tnoopt and iniHria formidable in the 
eyes of our enemiea, &*d Ataerrca in 
general, 1 forgetting the'feaferfs of peace 
and eafe, hath: put cm a martial ap- 
pearance^ which fuflcienrfy difcbVers 
heedttarnutfadon to«udntain at every 
hacacdv the caofe fho has etyoufed. 

Whih% >we are cultivating the 
-firi&eft ceeonomy, Britain is noting 
in eattravagance.— 4nduftry, fimplU 
oty of manners, and an ehthufiarbx 
low of liberty, -are the'chara&eriftrcs 
of ; Araericans^-The inhabitants of 
Britain are as remarkable for the 1 op- 



treflTes of the. war* and the infancy of -pc£se oualittevof ^Kffipatkra and ex- 



your govemmenubave prevented ynor 
enjoying many of thofe. bkfimp of 
freedom which will neceuarily fal- 
low a irate of peace. t But remember 
that the bk&ngs of freedom and a 
Hate of peace can only be obt ain e d 
and fecured by, the union aad nonv 
fejruUnct of our American States. 

From the fame* 

tt mnft afford. the inoft haart-fclt 
pleafure and fatisra&ion to every 
friend of America* and real lover of 
liberty in general, to unserve by 
%vha^ a fortunate train of rntidents 
this country is in fa {hart a time 
arrived at analmoft abfolutc certainty 
of Freedom and Independence. 

When we look abroad and Jee. by 
what flow and painful fops, marked 
with blood and ills of every kind, 
the other Eree States of the world 
have advanced to Liberty and Inde- 
pendente* weeannot bat admire and 



caasi tor a fantaiHc torn in drefi 
aad manners, andageaersl and there- 
fore incurable coiftptioa. If any 
judgment may be formed from fuch 
ftroag fywpt&maficar appearances, 
that iftaad is : falling faft froni the 
ZtMhb p$tnt of its glory and national 
fasne; which, in my opinion, it had 
arrived «t about the time of die com- 
icloisoa of the l*tt wat. 

In the prcfant ftate, therefore of 
thefe :two countries, connection oh 
any terms (hort of intfcpendetKe, is 
an idea too repksa *4th fbMy to ox- 
pea. A peace of 4kat 1cind wotrl* 
ifei:prod#ftive of ane^her war, and 
we ihould only baW to ft^ht oar 
battles over agahn A A*M and a 
mortified par* *f"%hfe hurirari body 
can as well agree and confrft with 
each -other, as Britain and ^America, 
fitaated as they are at present. Can. 
any man be at a fofr to form a 
judgment of the viewa pf the fbr- 
. * » . j -nlcr, 
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when ic ftea Ach dreadful iburce as the Bntifh Courts— I e*pe& 



mer, 

examples of crurky and opprrffiok 
exercifed by their, agent* under the 
fanttioa of their authority, in Ire* 
land, in the EafUIndies, and to com* 
nigher home,* in Canada* Neither) 
fylr words nor promifes, backed by. 
the mod ioleain oaths, $an deftroy 
the fufpicion I fhall ever entertain* 
of t^emish of a'najtim wbofe «»- 
du£ktth been fo flagrantly wicked*. 

Thoufands in» Ainerkaacan v teifcHy 
the deplorable Aate of the bulk of 
the people in Ireland. They have 
not only ijptn witnefles of the wretch- 
ed fttuatidh of the people there, bat 
having themftlvea experienced the 
intolerable .fcrvitude in which they 
Jive, fled to thefe Ihoces in search of 
the happiness which freedom only can 
give. 

^ In the Eafc the unparalleled cruel* 
ti^s and oppreffioiw of the emigrant* 
from Britain, bring to my mind thoie 
of Alexander the Great, (whom to 
this, day they caH; the treat rshber H 
and. whom, they feemito have, if pof- 
fible, out-rivaled) and thoie, which 
the Spaniard* committed when they 
fonquered Mexico. 

In Canada the people are the 
flaves of ilavea-^Bridle4 and faddted 
like horfes and'afles, they, are, like 
them, obedient to? their makers' will. 
Such are the itriking inftances of 
what thefe men have done when un- 
re&rained ; andwhy.ftpokl weexpeft 
more favourable treatmem>f*o»thern, 
fhould we put ourfelves again under 
their government ?— pCould we rely 
on their faith, to keep* any terms of 
dependence, we fhould enter into with 
then}? Surely not. — The. only fecu* 
rity we have* are< the arms in ow 
hands, which they with to deprive m 
of, in order the more eifeclually to 
fubdue us* 

I am x^edibly informed, the Com* 

miffioners from tjie Court of Great 

Britain are arrived at fniladejphia:**- 

For my own, part I (hall fufpeS every 

, -thing which comes from fo corrupt a 



nothing beneficial from any negocia* 
tion they may enter into with Con- 
gress. If it turns; oat otfcerwife, I 
(hail, rejoice nidi my county in the 
advantage* me may derive from it— 
I M&h for peace «n terms of freedom 
and indtftndtfKi fbf this country, as 
modi as any man ; but 6n no condi- 
tions ihort of thele. 

To the Am e * i c an r. 

(Fr*m tb$ Maryland Gazette.) 
Generous minds contemplate wittt 
plearare the mcrea/ing happinefs of 
human fociety % ~ therefore mail feel 
peculiar- d^Ughl in beholding the 
rising glory of the United States. 
Here* it is probable, fetence and vir- 
tue will attain their hijheft perfec- 
tion: fociety fhifte l*i the moft beau- 
tttal and lovely- forms, and produce 
ttehigfetoMc£rjr. As *u,Ytue alone 
can enfote real hapfmiefs and fdlid 
^terjr, «£/; mtlft be a prevailing prin- 
ciple before fo&etf can attain them. 
The history of manl^d teftirles. 
thnattgh^li ages a»d periods, tne in' 
feparafaie- connexion* between virtue 
awlhappioefsc In proportion to it* 
prevalence or decline, hath been the 
profperity of every flat* and nation. 
Thisi fubje& therefore demands our 
attention*,? whether we extend our 
views to another life or not, as It i* 
of vail importance to the general wel- 
fare, as citizens of this world. 

America feems t?e be delKned by 
the ^ Almighty for the free and q^uiet 
habitation*, of millions in future 
tiare ; and a land for the oppreffed to 
flee; to and be happy., Insuperable 
aj>parent caufes (ahd^doubt!efi'innu : - 
merable whiciv are unfcen) ' are at 
work to haften great/ events ; and 
every day feem* pregnant with ibrne- 
thing new and important As in 
time part, fo in^ time to come,- it is 
probable the American State's will 
make fwifcer ptfogrefs' hi 5 their ad- 
vances to maturity,- than any which 
have heretofore exited. Hitherto 
X y 2 their 
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their growth Jias aitenilhed their ene- 
mies, and h**h furpafled the fanguine 
prediction* eyen^ of their enxhunaiuc 
friends. Their ; advances ^continue 
with an ineraaitag rapidity* and, ac- 
cordiog to the tonrfe of. human af- 
fairs, they Will <bgn he -the ftrbjeclt of 
admiration and" applauf* among the 
nations -of |ne world. Fortunately 
placed in the centre-, but toot tub 
near the other nations, their inter- 
course • wilK, be carried' on with more 
advantage to their intereft, and lefs 
danger to the moral and political 
principles eftabliihed .in this country. 
Pofleiffed of a eentinent fo tieh-and 
exten$ve, that the enterptizing ge- 
nius Of Europe hath not been able to 
cxploee Us boundaries* nor fathom 
the depth of its fertility; nor pene- 
trate the treafores in its exhauUkfs 
mines. $very ■ cirenmftance favour- 
able to mankind, concurs* to facilitate 
tha in^pendenee, the fplendor and 
ieHoity af the American nation. Here 
the- human mind; unfettered with 
grey-ii<?aaed errors, which ptipes-and 
priefU h^v^t ilamped with, infallibi* 
Lty, and unawed -by the maxims or 
law* of- tyrants, will 'expand 1 with 
•new wing^-r-and gathering ffcren^th 



Whether they will quit phila4e£-< 
phia pr not is a qtteftion, whkh nei- 
ther we, nor the General who com- 
mands there, can determine He 
ac*b by otters from England, and wt 
can judge oiily* by* appearances, 'He 
may expect to* receive fachy and may, 
nereithelefs, receive orders to the 

Contrary. ■ * ^ 

: ' The fate of European atfiks, afV 
ter the treaty with Franee wa# flghedV 
rendered a war between Prance and 
England probable; and nnder that 
expectation', the Comxnan&r of tike 
Britim troopr would rt>*ft^ettdy 
pack up, aad-hold-1iUW :t ik- 1 Hi«ii. 
ue& to obey aih orders he mi^t re- 
ceive, upon a Yuppofhion mat tnth 
orders would be 'rudden and peremp- 
tory. He mnttknc^ir that. Philadel- 
phia is no flation for him, in cafe of 
an European war.- He" cannot kelp 
feeing- that he is fubjeft to an attack 
from Prance -and America nnhedly, 
and that the army he commands will 
be* wanted elfewhere. Should j fach 
an event- take place, he wi&mwe1nv 
ftaritly, and theren>t«*wai,m- the in- 
terim, always* hold hiinfelf in readiv 
nefs to move. Arid this', I ptrfttmr, 
accounts for bis prepatattans 1 ,* which 



w >ui its iiig^- will feel its native rathermdicateshiyapprehenfic^alhaA 
fummk of hu« Jus intentions. - , - • "«\ -***■■ u 



force, -and reach -the 
•man perfection.— r-The political wif- 
dom, Vne martial fpirit, and the en- 
.turprizing genius <*f Americans-, are 
conspicuous, andacknowledgedeven 
• by tiiair enemies. - * V - : ■• 

To the People of America. 
(My tbe Author of Common Senfc.) 
; :As the country appears greatly 
amufed. with expectations of the'ene- 
my quitting P&Ia^phia* and left 
that ^n^feme^i/i^juid luU -us into 
Tome un^kea-for misfortune, I take 
the libertj^. through the channels of 
ike (eyeral newspapers,, to point out 
the grpu,ads r uppn which the politics 
of the enemy*mav, I think, be un» 
>derfteod, or at lead ought 10 be con- 
■fcdcredi,* .. ...... w . - - .. . 



As I would not be mtruhde?ftoo4 
J>y ufmg an undefined nicety of ex*- 
preffion, I choofe therefore to; 4ay^ 
that we have a fet of as vile and trea* • 
cheroiw charajfters*'t6 :i ded- i *W»; aa 
•were ever permitted -to <sjrork out their 
tfwn.defba&oni ot fWered to live a* 
a fcen/ge t^ ananlcindi I raea*, -■» 
.-*.;' . ."/ ' v ..-■:. ;w- -i' .. ":; :i L^jMi. 

rafters. As there u ; rio-fccV' of * tefe-- 
nefs they wtjftld not x«|hmjrt^ib>hnere 
is no meannefrthey witt^aot fisfcmk 
to. Thejf wonld, l^wwfaffer 
themfelra to be? KcfceoV b^*very 
power in Eiiro^eJ jFtfi'&kt&btnif* 
fion they could^igo Olf^ii#iriolefted 
with their fchemes agafnil America; 
fi?n they have fixed their object, and 
> ■ .'their 
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their eyes and ears as$ (hutagainft 
zv&Y other* 

Thei£ is cn£ ai$d p«/p one way, by 
which they ' may cjediubly ?void a 
tup tare witfi France, ana likewife 
j>ut themfelves: In a condition of 
*nfrkj*i£ pca^e* with America ; and 
which if thejr omit doing, we may be 
fure there is'mifclifef lurking behind, 
yiz. t$ -acinofwled^^ on (heir party 
the indepindince, *T America : beca u fe 
fuch in - .acj^wleagment admits 
'Fiance to the ^updliurbed enjoyment 
Xjf 1jHer treaty wfth uv as a matter of 
right y ana confe^uejtJy no quarrel 
can take place 'oh the part of Britain. 
Iiyihis cafe, the capture of French 
vefl^s^ill be confined to thofe laden 
with" military jftores and cloathing 
made Tip, which Iikewife, according 
fo the cuHom of nations, is not a le- 
^gal caufefbr a declaration of war on 
«he part of France, 

Should thii be their conduct, they 
will keep clear of a war with France, 
and coafequenfly their apprehenfions 
«f immediate danger from their fitu- 
ation in Philadelphia will fubfide j 
after which, they will think them- 
selves at liber^r to hold or evacuate 
it as fyture occafibrts may 'arife. 
;They know that their ftrongeft fbfti- 
ftcuion ls^their being mixed among 
^inhabitants, who muft be expofeS 
to the iame mifchief with themfelve* 
j>y an attack.' 

- But if they dp n$t accede to the 
independence ut- America, and yet 
«voi^ a ni^tore'.with France we may 
juftly attribute tfiich conduct to a 
( mixture of fccret yiHainy and public 
/ttieamxefs, and may'likewife be fure 
nheyhiyer no intentions* of quitting 
Philadelphia, and 'will have none, 
*»Jeft Jbrced to.jt; and evsry expec* 
OUW' of their voluntarily Going it* 
<en^ only to lull us into a ftate of 
4rqvy&|ei» and dangers I have here 
fated tm^ cafes, which are- all that 
^an happen; ...;;•.' 
* Firftv A war with France. 

Secondly. An acknowledgment of 



our independence, on the part of 
Britain, by which fuch a war may be 
creditably avoided/ And, 

TTTtirdfy. Her fiibmHRon to everjr 
indignity which France <has or may 
mow, by which fobmii&on a war 
may be meanly avoided. 

The firit leads to an immediate 
evacuation of Philadelphia, and per- 
haps New- York. The iecond and 
third do not. And though I ma/ 
poffibly be wrong in my conjecture, 
yet I think it more than probable 
that the lajr of the three will be the 
Miniftry's line of conduct The 
character of the men favours this fup- 
pOiltion. * 

Bat taking either of the two laft to 
happen, we mail be expofed to con- 
ferences that we ought immediately 
to prepare againft. The apparent 
probability of a war with France hat 
given the British King and Minifir/ 
new and popular pretentions for raffing 
more troops* which they may yet em- 
ploy againl! us, if they can any 'ways 
avoid Anptoying them againft France; 
while we, amuled with delufive ap- 
pearances, may be molt unwarily 
token in. 

' This is not a-time to trifle, neither 
are thefe trifling matters. I do not 
undertake to fay what wU happen, I 
only ftate what* may happen ; and as 
one of ihefe thrl&e muft happen, it is 
our part to be guarded againft all. 
Not a man now ought to ^e abient 
from his proper poll ; and I fubmit it 
tor the j udgment of every State, whe- 
ther die prefent time is not as politi- 
cally critical, and may, by remi4he&, 
be as diftreffing as any which has yet 
happened* A reinforcement of 8oo 
men has very lately arrived at New- 
York, which <joes not look much 
like an evacuation. They are yet 
tampering with the Indians. The 
burning Colonel Ktrkbride's and 
Mr. Borden's is but a recent affair, 
fince which they have burnt a confi- 
derable number of houfes inthe State 
of Rhode-Aland, and all thefe at the 
■ time 
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time they'are pretending to negoti- 
ate. If any thing can determine 
what confirmed villainy is, it rnuft 
be conduct like this. 

On our port we cawnot be wrong, 
bet by miftake or delufion. A fairer 
profpecl ute need not wi(h for, if we 
do but improve it. We have at pre- 
fent Jleenedwitij fafety through a rough 
fea, and are bringing the Aiip int<y 
port, Jet us take rare fhe is not ftiip- 
wrecked k> the harbour. 

The danger anting to Britain by 
the mean policy which I fuppofc fhe 
will adopt is, that by fending her 
forces to America, and failing at the 
fam6 time in, making fair weather 
with France, fhe will expofe herfelf 
to be conquered at homo, while fhe 
aims at oonqueft abroad. But as 
there is no aft of abfordtty (he is not 
•capable of committing, we mould, 
therefore, not depend on the nvi/e 
things fhe o*gbt to do, but prepare 
againft the mod things fhe will mft 
frpbabfy dp-. 

York-twum, Common-Sense. 

June 10, 1778. 

In Cttgrtfs, June 8, 1778. 

Whereas the exportation of provU 
lions from thefe States hath occasion- 
ed much> difficulty in procuring fup* 
plies- for our armies, and, by ^the 
capture of ve^tla concerned in f&ch 
exportation, the armies of the enemy 
lave been freed from diftrefles, that 
wooM have greatly embarrafled their 
operations: and whereas, for the 
eafy fuppljrofour armies, and to em- 
barrafs and diftrtfc the enemy the en* 
futng campaign, it is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary an embargo mould bs imme- 
diately laid, to prohibit fnch expor- 
tations : and as, from the distance of 
the States from Congrefs* and the 
different periods of aftembling their . 
Legiflarores, the good end of fuch 
embargo would be wholly fruilrated, 
mould Cowgrefs not proceed to irn- 
pofe the embargo : therefore, 

ReJcived, That aa embargo be, 



and it hereby is laid, to prohibit &e* 
exportation of wheat, flour, rye, In- 
dian corn, rice, bread, beef, pork, 
bacon, live flock, and other provi- 
fkms, from any of thefe United 
States, from and after the tenth day 
of June inflant, until, the fifteenth 
day of November next, unlefs fooner 
revoked by Congrefs. Provided, that 
this embargo fhali nof be conflrued 
to prevent the taking on board fuch 
provifion, as fhall be neceflary for 
the ftores only ofanv fhips or vcfTels 
of war, or others trading to and from 
thefe States. 

Refolved, That it be earneffly re- 
commended to the refpeclive States 
to take the moft effectual meafures 
for carrying the foregoing refolutioa 
into immediate execution. 

June 9 . Whereas doubts have arifen , 
as to the fum which fhall be paid for 
the rations, which now may be due 
and owing to officers in the fervice 
of thefe States, and aifo as t6 the 
Vouchers for drawing the fame ; by 
reafon whereof the intentions of Con- 
grefs, with refpeft tg fuch officers, 
are fruftrated : 

Refolved, That the value of the 
rations due fince the £rft day of laft 
January till the firft inilant'be efli- 
mated at one third of a dollar, and 
that the officers do prefent their ac- 
counts to the Pay-mafter General or 
Deputy Pay-mafter General, -who 
fhall adjuffc and pay the fame. Pro- 
vided always, That the faid officers 
fhall m<-ie oath to their accounts re* 
fpe&ively, which oaths the faid Pay- 
mafters are hereby empowered and 
directed to admimiter, and tranfmit 
the faid accounts, with receipts 
thereon, to the Treafury. 

Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec. 

■ I ' '— i n — i n • r , 11 ,. ' 

Lancaftety May 27. On Snnday 
laft the remains of his Excellency 
Thomas Wharton, junior, Efquire, 
President of the Supreme Executive 
Council of the Commonwealth of 
Pennfylvania, 
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Fennfylvania, Captain-general and vollies 
Commander in Chief in and over the 
fame, were interred .in the Evangeli- 
cal Trinity Church, in this borough 
(the Elders and Veftry of that church 
having politely requeued that the 
body might there be interred.) 

'The corpfe being brought out and 
placed on the bier; a fignalwas given, 
and the artillery on the Common be- 
gan to fire minute guns, which was* 
continued during the proceffion, 
forty-four guns being fired— The 
bier being taken up, the proceffion 
moved forward in the following or» 
der, vhe. 
Two Serjeants with arms reverfed. 
v - Lieutenant and Enflgn. 
Band of mufici 
Tifes and drums. 
-Soldiers— in four divifions, ten deep, 
arms reverfed. 
* Captain of the Company. 
The CORPSE covered with a pall— 
the pall fupported by fix members 
' of the Council. ; 

tils Excellency's brother. 

The Honourable the Vice-prefident, 

attended by his Secretary on his 

left hand. 

The remaining members of Council. 

The State Treafurer and judges of 

the Supreme Court.. 
*J6iich of the Delegates of the State, 
in Congrefc, as were in the bo- 
rough. 
The Honourable Speaker of the 
Houfe of General Aflembly— the 
Clerk . of the Houfe on his left 
hand. \ 

Members of the Houfe of General 

Aflembly. 
Door-keeper of the Council and of 

the Houfe of AfTcmbly. 
Corporation of the borough^ and 

Magijlrares of the county. , 

Coroner and Prothonetary of the 

county. 

'Gentlemen of the law. 

Officers of the army and navy. 

•^ ' Citizens. 

When the grave was. clofed, three 



were flred, and -die mi&ftfy 
Tetrted* The- wholes y?*s conducted 
with a folenm decorum^ becoming 
the occaTion, •* 

The attention paid by Coteael 
George Gibfon, Lientenaht*eolon*i 
Stephen Bayard, and Lieutenant- 
colonel James Rofs, and Captains 
Brown and Hufton, in conducing 
the military, on tie occafion of hU 
Excellency's funeral, did them ho- 
nour; and the gentlemen of die bo- 
rough, in their military chara&er, 
made a very handfome appearance. 

It is faid, that a funeral oration, 
in honour of our worthy and much 
lamented Prefident, will be ordered 
to be delivered fdme time during the 
next fitting of GeneraJ-AffemWy. 

The afrecuon Which the Houfe of 
Afiembly had for his Excellency, 
would not permit his body to be car- 
ried by peHbns hired for that pur- 
pofe: twelve members of the Houfe 
bore his remains to the grave. 



Churhs-T&wn {Soutb-Cartlindfy 

April 30. 

Weft-Florida Natcles diftrtil, to w//.^ 

Whereas on Thurfday evening the 
19th inftant, Captain Jaaes Wilting, 
in the fervice of the United States of 
North America* arrived with a de- 
tachment of men under his command 
at the Natches Landing,' and the 
next morning early fent out fundry 
parties, who almotf at ene» and the 
fame time made the inhabitants pri- 
foners of war on their parole; and 
having hoifted the colours of the 
United States of America, and taken 
pofleffion of the country in their 
name, the inhabitants in their dif- 
treiTed and unprotected ftate, fearing 
the confifcation of their property, 
though it neceffary to wait on the faid 
Captain Willing, to propofe terms of 
accommodation, which he readily 
agreed to. The faid inhabitants una- 
nimoufty delegated the four following 
-gentlemen to treat for them,' and 
make the belt terms they poffibly 

conic, 
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cttldL vise. William Hiarn, 

Cftarfes Percy, Efq.~*. Wells, plan- 
ter, and Major Luke Collins. 

And as we the delegates have ob- 
tained leave from the people, to call 
in any perfon to our adiftance we 
may think proper, we have defired 
che following gentlemen, Ifaac John- 
son, Efq. Richard Ellis, Efq, and 
, Jofeph Thorapfon, planter. 

We the delegates of the people, 
and our aflbciates, do propofe the 
ibllowisg terms to Captain John 
billing: 

1 11. That we will not in any wife 
take up arms againfl the United 
States of America, avail, abet, or in 
any wife give afliftance to the ene- 
mies of the laid States. Agreed, 

2d. That our perfons, Uaves, and 
other property, of what kind foever, 
mail remain iafe and unmolested dur- 
ing our neutrality. Agreed* 

3d. That a lift of then ames of the 
flaves of the inhabitants mall upon 
honour be given in. Agreed* 

4th. That Captain Willing, (hall 
agree to fend a flag of truce to the 
Cho&aw Indians, to give out a great 
talk, with a belt, to prevent the In- 
dians falling on this defence! efs di- 
ftrict.. Agreed* 

5th. That Captain Willing, hav- 
ing in his cuftody as a prifoner, one 
Robert Welch, in whofe poneffion 
was found an order from Farquhar 
Bethune, Efq. CommifTary for the 
Cho&aw nation, to obftruft, harrafs, 
diftrcft and oppofeany party of Ame- 
ricans coming down tie river ; and it 
appearing to the inhabitants of this 
<hitricl> that the life of the faid Ro- 
bert Welch was in danger, they pe- 
titioned the faid Captain Willing in 
his behalf, who immediately fethim 
at liberty, and (hall engage to fend 
him with a flag into the Cho&aw na- 
tion, he having great intcreft with 
them, to inc&ne them- to peace* 
Agreed, 
6th* That the delegate* and their 
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Efq. aflbciate* wall have leave to (end t 
copy of thefe articles to Governor 
Gfcefter, at Penfacola, accompanied 
wjtha letter requeuing his Excellency 
will take fuch ieps as mall prevent 
the Indians from falling on the inha- 
bitants. Agreed* 

7th* That the delegates and their 
aifodates do agree, in and on the be* 
half of the people, to take the. fol^ 
lowing oath : " That they wiH not 
take up arms, or otherwife a£\ to the 
prejudice of the United States of 
America, nor will by any means aid, 
affift, abet, furnifh with arms or am* 
munition, the enemies of the faid 
States ; neither will they furnHh the 
favages with warlike (lores againft the 
faid States, nor in word or deed, ex* 
cept in the foregoing article, treaf 
with their enemies, out obferve a 
fbifl neutrality.'* Agreed, 

8th. That the delegates flrall 29- 
point of their own body to accompany 
Captain Willing to New- Orleans; 
Agreed. 

^ Weft-Florida, tiatchet dMriA: 
Signed this aift day of February* 

Delegates. 
Wm. Hioin, CharlesPerct* 
S. Wells, Luke Collins. 

Affociates. 
Isaac Johnston, Jos. Thompson. 
Richard Ellis. 
Agreed to in the fullefl extent, in 
behalf of the United States of Ame- 
rfca ; all public officers of the Crown 
of Great-Britain who have property 
in this diftrift excepted. Thofe who 
have held commiffions, and have fie 
ed the oath of neutrality, come witl 
the above article. 
Jamas Willikg, Captam in the 
fetrvice of the United Sutes of 
America. 
N. B- The property of all BritHh, 
who are not rehdenters in this diflrrcl, 
aHb excepted, they being enemies of 
tke fajfl States-. 

James Ws^Uuc. 

Tr*m*B, 
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'iTrtnton', Jane '<7v On Saturday 
laft the enemy in Philadelphia burnt 
all the veflels on^tte flocks'.. The 
tvhole militia of this State are in rea- 
dinefs to march at a moment's warn- 



) 



one 



By ajjentlemau in the army .tire are 
informed, u t that the State of Virgi- 
nia has | in purfuance of a recom- 
mendation of Coogreft, paired a ge- 
h , peral Acl of pardon and indemnity, 
in favour of her fubjecls who iave 
. been deluded to take a part with the 
. enemy, 'fhis inftanee of moderation 
and the ChrifHan temper and mag- 

• hanimity it difplays, mull reflect the 
, higheft honour on that State, fo long 

as thofe qualities fliall be admired ana 
refpecled in the world/*, 

Pokghkeepjte, $un* Z* Laft week 
came to town a gentleman from 
*Tryon county, who brings advices, 

• that fome Indians in thofe parts, un- 
.der, or instigated. by Butler, haddif- 

covered fignS of hoftile intentions 
againft outback fettlements, and had 
cut off twenty families in Cherry 
Valley*— Howefer, the militia there 
will be fufficierit to repel any attack 
in, future, 

Fijbkti!, Jun$ n. 

SxtraM of 41 later from Albany, 

June$ f 177S, 

'« The enemy have deftroyed nine 
dwelling-houfes, befides barns, &c« 
and thofe unhappy Americans who 
have fell into their. hands have been 
,mofl inhumanly butchered. But there 
is xeafon to fuppofethey hare goneoffi 
hearing that our people are gathering 
fait ',: . 

" Another party of Indians and. 
Tories haveattacjeed feme fettlements 
.at Sacondago, a placeabout ten miles 



Stdte ofNew-JtrJtj. 

An A3 fir granting a bounty Uf$n 

^wnl> fax. and btntp, raiftd ami 

fold <utithin' the State of New- 

whereas increafing the 1 quantity 6f 
Ttvool, ,flax and hemp, in this State, 
itiay be of Angular advantage to the 
inhabitants thereof; ..,..■ 

8eg. 1 i Be it enacted by the Coun- 
cil and General Aflexribly of this 
State, and it i& hereby enaded by the 
Authority of the fame, That frdm 
and after the publication of this Aft, 
an 7 P ct fo n fading andfelling, within 
this State* either wool, flax or hemp, 
ihall be entitled to receive from the 
public, as a bounty on the fcme, the 
ium of one ihilling per poand for 
good merchantable iheep's wool, nlrie- 
pence' aer pound for good dean well- 
oreiTea flax, and four-pence ptr 
pound for ljke hemp; fo raifed and 
fold by any perfon refiding within 
this State, to any inhabitant of the 
fame ; which bounty ihall be paid to 
any perfon who Ihall raife arid fell 
any of the afbrefaid articles over and 
. above the quantity iaffident for his 
or £e* family's *iie,, upon bis er her 
producing a receipt for the fame from 
the purchaser, fpecifyirig the feller's 
name, the exacl weight of the article 
fold, with the time and pjace of Tale ; 
the truth of which receipt ihall be 
. attested pn oath or affirmation before 
any Juftice af the peace pf the (tonnty 
in which he refides, and, being ex- 
hibited to*he Treafurerof the State, 
,heis hereby authorised and direcled' 
to pay all fuch funis. of money as 
fliaflbc exprefled in, all receipts. (6 
taken, atteued and exhibited, and 
the fame ihall be bjs fuficient voucher 
Jar the payment pf fomuch oat of 



from Johnftown , wherethey have taken ^ T A # ^ 

a>wor.thwepriWw.?*^ Y\ ,' d* $?&* Tf&toj* 
'•. Qn laft ^turda^^^nie^^pa^s :r \,aJ : Ani : be^it %&er ♦ enacied by 
of i: ie. militia^ in ]pjy^;. v cpintygr* *$*- ^^tyW: *f?&^> ^hat this 
marched tb a place ne^r tie Mini- AcYfhaft continue and be in force for 
fm& ^he.rf/ tf^ : Indians and Tories two jearj.after ^e>|«hlieati«n here- 
kave, ^eftroyed fomi houfes. of, and front thence, to the end of 
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the text fitting of General AfTembly, 
and no longer. 

Pajed at Princeton f April 14, 1778. 
A true copy, 

John Hart, Speaken 

Bofion, June 17. On WednefHay 
was fhot by a fentinel of the guards 
at Profpe£t-hill, Lieutenant Brown, 
of the 21ft regiment, Britilh. He 
was riding in a chaife between two 
women of (eafy) virtue, * belonging 
to this town, and it being contrary to 
general orders that women mould 
pafs the lines, it was therefore the 
ientry's duty to flop him. The un- 
fortunate officer treated the fentry 
with contempt, infilled on pafimg, 
without giving any reafon for fo do- 
ing ; upon which the fentry, after 
repeated orders to the officer to Hop, 
ihot him through the head. 

€t Fools die for want of nvifdosn* 9 * 

The prifoners who were near, {cit- 
ed the fentry, and dragged him by 
the heels up the hill, which tore his 
face confiderably, and otherwife 
much abufed him, before he was re- 
leafed by the picquet. 

The Adjutant of the iame regi- 
ment, on hearing the affair, and be- 
ing on horfe-back, fet 6ff furioufly, 
and juft before he got to the place, 
his horfe (tumbling, pitched him off, 
and broke his collar bone. 
The following is a copy of a letter fent 

from Major-general Phillips to 

Major-general He at h : 

Cambridge, June 17, 1778. 

" Murder and death, at length 
has taken place. An officer riding 
out from the barracks on Profpect- 
hill, has been fhot. by an American 
fentinel, I leave the horrors inci- 
.dent to thatbloody difpofition, which 
has joined itfelf to rebellion, in thefe 
Colonies, to the feelings of all. Eu- 
rotM*. I do not aik for juftice, for I 
believe every principle of it is fled 
from this province. 

I demand liberty* to fend an of- 
£cer to General Sir Henry Clinton, 



by way of the head-quarters of Ge- 
neral Waftiington, with my report 
of this murder. 

William Phillips, Major-gem. 
Major-general Heath* 

In confequence of the above info- 
lent* uagentleman-like letter, the 
General lay under an obligation to 
confine him to his houfe and garden* 
The following 'ueffels momre fying in 

B oft on bariour 9 the \*]tb of Jane, 

1778. 

The Warren, Hopkins, -3a gnus. 
The Raleigh, Thompfcn, 3a; ditto* 
The Deane, SamueL Nicholfon, ji 
ditto. The La Brune, Fxcoch JwJUa- 
man* 22 ditto* The.*Gumbexland, 
ao ditto. The Tyrannicide, Hard- 
ing, 14 ditto. The Independence, 
14 dittd. The Hazard, Sampfoa, 
20 ditto. Hancocks olim the Wey- 
mouth packet, ao ditto. The Speed- 
well, 10 ditto. The Admiral Kep- 
pel, a prize from Briftol, 16 ditto* 
The Cyrus, from ditto, 14 ditto* 
The Live Oak, Forten, from Briftoi, 
with contributions from the Quakers, 
to their brethren in Philadelphia. 
The Lovely Lafs, Wade, from Lon- 
don for New-York. The Henrietta. 
The Swift, from Briftol, with flour, 
for New-York. The St, Hetena. 
The Peggy; The Louiuana* . A 
French and a Spanifh brig. The fol- 
lowing art crutzJmg off Martha Fin*- 
yard: the fhip Mars,. Truxton> (of 
24 guns. The General Arnold* M^- 
gee, of ao guns. The Revenge, 
.Burr, of 12 guns, 

(Copy.) 

Paris, May l?, 1778. 
•« Gentlemen, 

" Certain intelligence having Ven 
received that 11 Bntifh fhips;of : #ar # 
viz* one of 90 guns, nine of ,74* gad 
one of 64 guns, are in the roa^i of 
St. Helen's, near Portfmoujth, i>o*ad 
for North-America ; and jjietJfiited 
States being in alliance: m^x fiance. 
you are rtquefted avfp«e£il£ AS pof- 
fible to convey thk information to^the 
Commanders of any Frtnchfieet, or 

fhip* 
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fhipi of war in America, by fending 
them this letter, and alfo to publifh 
the contents of it in all the Conti- 
nental news-paper?. We have the 
honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient humble fervants, 
B. Franklin, 
John Adams. 
A true copy, atteft John Avery, 
Dcp. Sec, for the State of Maflachu- 
fet*»Bay. ' 

ExtraBof alerter from Paris > July 9. 
** Ah expreft is arrived from Con- 
grefs, by way of Breft, with the una- 
niwmts ratification of the treat ie?. 
The ftip left New-London on the 
rttfh of June, All was joy and glad- 
*e& throughout America. Both army 
and people were in raptures with the 
treaties, The army had unanimoufly, 
in the moft particular manner, tefti- 
Jied their ftrong and warm approba- 
tion of the treaties. The Congrefs, 
the army, and people of America, 
are thoroughly united. General 
Washington's army was fo itrongly 
reittforcedi that he had ordered the 
Northern troops coming to join him, 
to atffemble near King's* bridge. All 
the American troops were better pro- 
vided with neceffaries, and arms of 
every kind, and were better difci- 
plined, than ever they had been be- 
fore. • A French man of war, the 
Hippotame, of 64 brafs guns, arrived 
in Chefapeak Bay, and thereupon 
the Englifh frigates retired from 
thence. She landed on the Mary- 
land fide, a large fupply of fmall 
arms* blankets, &c. The Beau- 
mont, another French man of war, 
of 44 guns, with fait, cordage, faiU 
■doth, Sec. got fafe to New-London, 
AH things were preparing to make a 
vigbrons effort to drive the Eng^ifh 
totally off the Continent/' 

fFilliamfiurgk, May 31. A French 
60 gun (hip is arrived with ftores and 
clofcthing at Portsmouth. The State 
bath porohafed - the whole cargo, 
amounting to one hundred and thirty- 
five thou&nd pounds iterling. 



London Gaxh+te Extraordinary* 
Whitehall, Auguft 24, 1 778. 
The following letter from Lieute- 
nant-general Sir Henry Clinton, 
Knight of the Bath, to Lord George 
Germain, one of his Majefty's prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, was re- 
ceived on Saturday night by Colonel 
Patterfon, who arrived in the Gran- 
tham packet, from New- York, 

Nrw-Tark, July 5, 1778. 
My Lord< 
I have the honour to inform your 
Lordfhip, that, purfuant to his Ma- 
jefty's inftrucYions, I" evacuated Phi- 
ladelphia on the 1 8th of June, at 
three o'clock in the morning, and 
proceeded to GloucefUr Point with- 
out being followed by the enemy. 
Every thing being from thence pair- 
ed in fafety acrofs the Delaware, 
through the excellent, difpofition 
made by the Admiral to fecure our 
pa£age, the' army marched at ten 
o'clock, and reached Haddon field the 
fame day. A ftrong corps of the ene- 
my having, upon our approach, 
abandoned the difficult pafs of Mount 
Holly, the army proceeded without 
any interruption from them, except- 
ing what wa« occafioned by their 
having deftroyed every bridge on our 
road. As the country is much inter- 
fered with marfhy rivulets, the ob- 
ftrudfcions we met with were frequent, 
and the exceflive heat of the feafon 
reidered the labour of repairing the 
bridges feverely felt. 

The advanced parties of our light 
troops arriving unexpectedly at CrofJ- 
wicks on the 23d, after a trifling 
feirmim, prevented the enemy from 
deftroying the bridge Over a large 
creek at that village, and the army 
pafled it the next morning. One 
ttolumn, under the command of his 
Excellency Lieutenant-general Knyp- 
haufen, halted near A'rnely's-town j 
and as the provifion train and heavy 
artillery were ftationecl in that divi- 
sion, the other column under Lieu- 
tenant-general EiarlJCornwallis, took 
% * 2 a pofition. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C 34« ) 



ft pofido* ftt AllenVtewn, which co- 
vered the other encampment. 

Thus far, my Lord, my march 
pointed equally towards the Hudson'? 
River and §tatea-Ifland by the Ra- 
riton. I was now at the jun&ure, 
when i]t .was neceflary to decide ulti- 
mately what courfe to pprfue. En- 
cumbered as I was by an enormous 
prov&oa train, £c. to which impedi- 
ment the probability of obstructions 
and length pf my march obliged me 
to fubmit, I was led tp wifh for a 
route left liable to obftasles than 
fhofe above-mentionjtd. 

I had received intelligence that 
penerals Washington and Lee had 
pafled the Delaware with their army, 
had aflemtyed a numerous militia 
•from all the neighbouring province*, 
and that Qates, with an army from 
fhe northward, was advancing to join 
them on the Rariton. As I could 
hot hope that, after having always 
hitherto fo ftudioufly avoided a gene- 
ral a&ion, General Waihington woifld 
now give into it againft every dictate 
of policy ; I coula only fuppofe that 
his view* weredire&ed againft st^y 
baggage, &c. in which part I was 
indeed vulnerable* This circum- 
stance alone would have tempted me 
to avoid the difficult paiTage of the 
Jlariton; but when J refle&ed that 
from §audy-hodk f mould be able, 
with more expedition, to carry h[& 
JWajeffcy's further orders in£o execu- 
tion, I did not hffitatg to order the 
atmy into the road which leads 
through Freehold to the Navefinlc. 
The approach of the enemy's army 
being indicated by the frequent ap- 
pearance of their light troops on bur 
fear, I requeued his Excellency Lieu- 
tenant-general Knyphau&n to take 



the baggage of the whole arnry un- 
der the charge of his dmiion, con- 
futing of the troops mentioned in the' 
margin *. Under the head of bag- 
gage was comprized, not only ail the 
wheel-carriages of every department^- 
but alio the bat-horfes; a train which, 
as the country admitted but of one 
route for carriage*, extended near 
i a miles. The indtfpenfible necef- 
fity I was under of fecuring thefe it 
obvious ; fnd the difficulty of doing 
it ? in a moft woody country', againft 
an army far fuperior in numbers, 
will, I truft, be no Iefs fo. 
. I defired Lieutenant-general Knyp- 
haufcn to hiove at day-break on the 
28th; and, that I might riot preft 
upon him in the firft part of the 
march, in which we bad bet one 
route, I did not follow with the other 
divifion f till near eight p'dock* 
Soon after I had marched, recen- 
noitring parties of the enemy appear- 
ed on our left flank. The Queen'f 
rangers fell in with- and dttperfed 
fpme detachments among the w$odi 
in the fame quarter. Our rear guard 
having defcendcd from the heights 
above freehold "into a plain near 
three miles in length, ana about one 
mile in breadth, feveral columns of 
the enemy appeared likewife defoBftd* 
ing into the plain, and about ten 
o'clock they began tq cannonade oni 
rear. Intelligence was at this in<- 
ftan$ brought me, that the enemy 
were difcovered marching in force on 
both pur flanks. I was convinced 
tnat our baggage was their objeft j 
but it being at this juncture engaged 
in defiles, which continued for fome 
miles, no means occurred of parryiag 
the blow, but attacking the corps 
which harraiTed bur rear, add nrefc 



? 17th Light, dragpons. ad Battlion Jight iniantryv Heman yagers. 
ift and 2d brigades Britifh. Stern's and Loo°s brigades of rjeffiahs, -Peen- 
fylvania lbyalifts. Weft Jerfey volunteers. Maryland loyalifrs 
' t ifth Light dragoons, ill Battalion Britifti *" r 

1$ Battalion of light infantry! Heffian grenadiers 
Brigades Britiiji. ^ ■-.,-■---■ 



t ifrh Light dragoons, ill Battalion Britifh grenadiers; zd Ditto. 

i,Lu^ «n:»u :.£._._.■ t^ir_ __„ji„ Guard*, jdj ^.th, 5th 
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£ng it fo hard, as to oblige the de- 
tachments to return from our flanks 
to its afliftancc. 

I had good information that Ge- 
neral Washington was up with hi* 
whole army , eili mated at about' 
ao,ooo; but as I knew tfcere were 
£wo defties between him and the corps 
at which I meant to ftrike, I judged 
that he could not have pafled them 
with a greater force than what Lord 
Corwallis's divlfion was well able to 
engage ; and had I even met his 
whole army in the pafTagC of thofe 
jdefijes, I had little to apprehend, 
but Vfi fkuation might have been 
critical. 

The enemy's cavalry, commanded, 
jt if &id> by M* La Fayette, having 
approached within our reach, they 
were charged with great fpirit by the 
QueenV light dragoons. They did 
not wait the fhoc^, but fell back in 
confufion upon their own infantry. 

Thinking it poflible that the event 
might draw to a general a&ion, I 
Vent for a brigade of Britiih, and the 
lyth Hght dragoons, from Lieute- 
nant-general Knyphaufen's divifion ; 
and having directed them on their ar- 
rival to take a pofition effectually co- 
vering, our right flank, of which I 
was moll jealous, I made a difpofi- 
jtion of attack in the plain ; but be- 
fore I could advance, the enemy fell 
back, and took a ftrong pofition on 
jthe heighths above Freehold Court- 
houfe. The heat of the weather was 
^At-enfe^, and our men already furred 
fewely from fatigue; but our cir- 
cumstances obliged us to make a vi- 
gorous exertion* The Britiftv gre- 
nadiers, with their left to the' village 
of -Freehold, anct the guards on the 
right of the grenadiers,- began the 
attack with fuch fpirit, that the ene- 
my gave way immediately. The fe- 
conaTlineof the enemy ftood the at- 
tack with greater oUHinacy, but were 
likewife completely routed. They 
then took -a third pofition, with a 
p^arfhy hollow in front, over which 



it would have been fearcely poffiblff 
to have attacked them.. However, 
partof the fecond line made a move* 
mertt to die front, occupied fome 
ground cm the enemy's left flank, 
and the light infantry and Queen's 
rangers turned their left; 

By this time our men were fo over- 
powered with fatigue, that I could 
prefs the affair no farther, efpecially 
as I was confident the end Was gained 
for which the attack had been xfade. r 

I ordered the light infantry to re- 
join me; but a ftrong detachment of 
the enemy having pofTefled them- 
felves of a poft, which would have- 
annoyed them in their retreat, the 
33d regiment made' a movement to- 
wards the enemy, which, with a Ami- 
lar one made by the ift grenadiers* 
immediately difperfed them. 

,1 took the pofition from whence) 
the enemy had firll been driven> after 
they had quitted the plain, and hav- 
ing repofed the troops till ten at 
night, to avoid the exceffive heat o£ 
the day, I took advantage of thtf 
moon-light to rejoin Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Knyphaufen, who bad advanced 
to Nut Swamp, near Middletown. 

Our baggage had been attempted 
by fome of the enemy's Hght troops, 
who were repulfcd by -the good dif- 
pofitiori made by Lieutenant-general 
Kriyphaufen and • Major - general 
Grant, and the good countenance. o! 
the 40th regiment, whofe picquet* 
alone were attacked, and one trooj* 
of the 17th light dragoons. The 
two corps which had marched againft 
it (being, as I have fince learned, a 
brigade on each flank) were recalled, 
as I had fufpedted, at the beginning 
of the action. 

It would be fufficient honour to 
the troops barely to fay, that the/ 
had forced a corps, as I am informed, 
of near iz,ooo men, from two ftrong 
tfofitlows; but it wiH, I dcubt dot, 
be confidered as doubly creditable, 
when I mention, that they did it un- 
der fueh difad van tares of heat and 

fatigue, 
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fatigue, that ft great part of thofe we 
loft fell dead as they advanced, with- 
out a wound* 

Fearing that my firft order had 
rnifcarried, before I quitted this 
ground, I fent a fecond, for a bri- 
gade of infantry, the 17th light dra- 
goons, and 2d battalion of light in- 
ran try, to meet me on the march, 
with which additional force, had Ge- 
neral Walhington (hewn himfelf the 
next day, I was determined to attack 
him ; but there not being the leaft 
appearance of an enemy, I fufpefted 
he might have pnfhed a coniideroble 
corps to a ftrong pofition near Middle- 
town ; I therefore left the rear guard 
on its march, and detached Major- 
general Grant to take poll there, 
which was effe&ed on the 29th. The 
whole army marched to this pofition 
the next day, and then fell back to 
another near Navefink, where 1 wait- 
ed two days, in the hope that Mr. 
>Vaftungton might have been tempt- 
ed to advance to the pofition near 
Middletown, which we had quitted ; 
in which cafe I might have attacked 
them with advantage. 

During this time the fick and 
wounded were embarked, and pre- 
parations made for patting to Sandy- 
hook ifland by a bridge, which by 
the extraordinary efforts of the navy 
was foon corapleated, and over wnich 
the whole army parted in about two 
hours time; the horfes and cattle 
having been previoufly transported. 

Your Lordfhip will receive here- 
with a return of the killed, wounded, 
milling., &c. of his Majefty's troops 
on the 28th of Ia& month. That of 
the enemy is fuppofed to have been 
more considerable, efpecially in killed. 

The lofs of Lieutenant-colonel 
Monckton, who commanded the 2d 
battalion of grenadiers, is much to 
be lamented. 

I am much indebted to Lord Corni- 
wallis for his zealous fervices on every 
occafion ; and I found great fupport 
from the activity of Major-general 



Grey, Brigadier-generals Mathew, 
Leflie, and Sir William Erldne. 

I beg leave to refer your Lordfhip 
for any other particulars, which you 
may wifh to be informed of, to Co- 
lonel Patterfon, who will have the 
honour of delivering thefe difpatches, 
and whofe fervices in this country 
entitle him to every mark of your 
Lordfhip's favour. 

I hare the honour to be, &t. 

H. Clinton. 

Return of the kilkd, wounded, mif- 
fing* He. of the troops under the 
command of General Sir Hinry 
Clinton, in an engagement <witb 
the rebel army* on the height hs of 
Freehold, county of Monmouth, New- 
Jerfey, the xltbofjune* 1778. 
TOTAL BRITISH, 
1 Lieutenant-colonel, 1 Captain, 

2 Lieutenants, 4 Serjeants, 56 rank 
and file, killed; ^ Serjeants, 45 rank 
and file, died with fatigue ; r Colo* 
nel, 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 1 Major, 
7 Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 7 Ser- 
jeants, 137 rank and file, wounded; 

3 Serjeants, 61 rank and file, miffing. 

TOTAL GERMAN. 

1 rank and file killed; 11 rank 
and file died with fatigue ; 1 1 rank 
and file wounded; 

GENERAL TOTAL. 

1 Lieutenant-colonel, * Captain, 
2 Lieutenants, 4 Serjeants, 57 rank 
and file, killed ; 3 Serjeants, 56 
rank and file, died with fatigue j i 
Colonel, 1 Lieutenant*col6ncl».v t 
Majois 8 Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 7 
Serjeants, 1 47 rank and file* wound* 
ed; 3 Serjeants, 61 rank and file, 
milling. ?■' 

Names and rank *f the Ojjicerj returned 

killed and wounded* on tbe~t%tfrof 

June, 177*, ■ '* - 

Royal Artillery, Lieut. Vaughan 

i ft Grenadiers. Captain Got e, r of 

the cth company, killed. 

2d ditto. Lieutenant-colonel Hon. 
H. Monckton, of the 45th company, 

(commanding 
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(commanding the battalion) Lieute- 
nant Kennedy, of the 44th company, 
Killed. 

1 ft Grenadiers. Captain Cathcart, 
of the 1 5 th company, Captain Brere- 
ton, of the 17 th company, Captain 
Wills, of the 23d company, wounded. 

2d ditto. Major Gardner, of the 
10th company, Captain Leigh ton, of 
the 46th company, Captain Powell, 
of the 5 2d company, Lieutenant Gil* 
chrift, of the 42c! company, Lieute- 
. nant Kelly, of the 44th company, 
Lieutenant Paum«er> of the 46th 
company, lieutenant Grofle, of the 
5 2d company, bounded. 

Foot Guards. Colonel Trelawney, 
Captain ficllew, wounded. 

15th Regiment. Captain Ditmas 
{attached to the 2d grenadiers) 
wounded. 

Marines. Lieutenant Defborough 
(attached to the 2d grenadiers) 
wounded. 

Queen's American Rangers. Lieu- 
tenaat^cokmel Simcoe wounded. 

H. Clinton. 
Admiralty-Office* Jugufi 24, 1778. 

Captain Bull, of the Grantham 
packet-boat, arrived at this office on 
Saturday evening from New-York, 
with letters, from the Vice-admiral 
Lord Vifcount Hqwe, Commander 
in Chief of his Majefty's ftiips in 
North-America, to Mr. Stephens, 
dated the 6th and nth of July, 
1778, of which the following are ex- 
traces: 
* E*gh effStettm+lflandt July 6, 1 7 ;8. 

From my letters by the Porcupine, 
of which duplicates are forwarded 
herewith, the Lords Commifllooers 
of the Admiralty will be informed of 
the motions of the army, whereby 
rny proceedings with the fleet have 
been chiefly influenced, to the 19th 
paft, ..■'.' 



Having been retarded on the paf-^ 
fage down the Delaware, after the 
town of Philadelphia was evacuated, 
by almoft continued calms, I was not 
able to quit that river until the 28th 
in the evening, but anchored of 
Sandy-hook (followed by the trans- 
ports) the next day. 

The army arrived on the Jerfey 
ihore, adjacent to the heighths of 
Neverfunici the fucceeding morning.: 
no confiderable attempt to interrupt 
the march having been made until 
the 28th, an attack appearing (as I 
underftand) to have been then medi- 
tated in force on the rear guard, 
where the Commander in Chief was 
prefent, the rebels were charged with 
great vigour, and beat off with coi>- 
fiderable lofs. 

The -enemy defifting 1 from every 
purpofe of further obftru£Hon to the 
movement of the King's forces ; and 
the artillery, baggage, and part of 
the troops taken off as the weather 
would permit, in the mean time: 
the reft of the army paifed, on the 
5th iaftant, ,over a bridge formed 
with the flat boats, aerofsahe channel, 
whkh had been made by the fea laft 
winter, and feparated* the penin- 
fula of Sandy-hook from the main. 
They were afterwards carried up to 
New- York. 

On the 29th of laft month I was 
joined, on my paflage to this port, 
by the Grantham packet* the Com^ 
mander of . which was charged with 
your difpatches of the 3d of May. 
My beft endeavours will be exerted to 
promote the benefit of the King's 
fervice at* this conjuncture. I am 
getting (with the voluntary arfltftanoe 
of the tranfports men) the ftiips treat- 
ed in the margin*, ready for* fea # 
.with all expedition, to aft in future, 
regarding the object of Vice-admiral 



• 3d Rate. Eagle, Trident, St. Allan's, Somerfet, Ardent, Njanfuch. 

4th. Prefton, Experiment, Ifis. 

5th, Phoenix, Roebuck, Pearl, Ven»9, Richmond. 

6th, Vigilant, 

Byrbn'a 
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Byroa'sappointment, as drcumftaoces 
may require. 

Rear-admiral Gambier will remain 
fcere under orders, to regulate the 
duties of the port, and to co-ojk- 
rate with the General in inch mea- 
fures as he may ice proper to adopt 
in my abfence, for the advantage 
of the. King's fervicc in mis depart* 
xnent. 
XagUyOt Saudy-beok r July II, 1778. 

The day after the date of my letter 
of the 6th inftant, fent by this con- 
veyance, I received advice, forward- 
ed from the cruizers Rationed to the 
ibuthward, that the Toulon fquadroa 
arrived on the coaft of Virginia the 
5 th inftant, appearing by ha motions 
then, and upon the 6th, to be de- 
signed for Chefepeak Bay. The 
French (hips, were, however, attend- 
ed by the Maidftone on their courfe 
to the northward ; and in the morn- 
ing of the 8 th, they anchored at the 
entrance of the Delaware. 

Inftru&ons were .difpatched for 
Vice-admiral Byron, upon the firft 
knowledge that the French fquadron 
was advanced to the Delaware. And 
I (hall foon have the mips here in 
readinefs to take advantage of 
any opportunity favourable lor the 
purpoie of -the Vice-admiral's ap- 
pointment; but I htve not yet 
neard of his arrival on the American 
.coaft. 

Receiving notice this morning that 
the French iquadron was advancing 
towards this port, I deferred clofing 
my letter, to advife the Lords Com- 
miffioners, that the squadron, con* 
Ming of fifteen fail, anchored mis 
evening without the Hook, feeming 
to meditate an attack on this port* 
1 have the Satisfaction to think, if 
profecuted, that it will not prove to 
the discredit of his Majefty's arms. 

The Grantham packet attempts 
putting to fca with this difoaich 
through the Sound, by Rhode-Ifland* 
whiift the attention of the enemy 
may be engaged off this port. 



General Washington'/ account ef 
the late aBion in the Jerfeys 9 be- 
tween General Clin ton' j and tb4 
American army* 

Englijh-tvwn* July \ f 1778* 
I embrace the firft moment of lei-* 
.fore to give Congrefs a more full and 
particular account of the movements 
of the army under my command, 
fince its pafling the Delaware, than 
the. fituation of bur affairs would 
heretore permit. 

I had the honour to advife them, 
that on the appearance of the enemy's 
intention to march through Jer/ey 
becoming ferious, * I had detached 
General Maxwell's brigade, in con* 
jun&ion with the militia of that 
State, to intercept and impede theif 
progrefs, by every obftrufUon in 
then* power, fo as to give time to the: 
army under my command to come up 
with them,, and take advantage of 
any favourable circumftances that 
might prefent themfelvei. The army 
1 having proceeded to Coryell's Ferry 4 
and crofted the Delaware at that 
place, I immediately detached Co- 
lonel Morgan, with a felecl corps of 
600 men, to reinforce General Max- 
well, and marched with the main 
body towards Princeton. 

The flow advance of the enemy 
had greatly the air ef defign, and led 
me, with others, to fufpeft that Ge- 
neral Clinton, deiirous of a general 
a&ion, was endeavouring to draw us 
• down into the lower country, in or- 
der by a rapid movement to gain our 
right, and take pofleffion of the 
ffrong grounds above us. This con- 
sideration, and to give the troops 
time to repofe and re/refh theinfelves, 
from the fatigues they had expe- 
rienced from rainy and exceflive hot 
weather, determined me to halt at 
Hopewell townfhip, about Eve miles 
from Princeton, where we remain- 
ed tiH the morning of the 25th. On 
the preceding day I made a fecond 
detachment of I5oo,chofen txoeps* 
under Brigadier-general Scott, tore- 

L inforce 
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of the enemy i the more effectually to 
annoy and delay their Inarch. The 
text day the arxtiy moved to Kingf- 
ton; and having receivexl intelli- 
gence that/ the enemy were profecut- 
mg their r,oilte towards Monmouth 
Court-houfe^ I difpafched i 000 {elect 
inen under Brigadier-general Wayne; 
and fent the Marquis de la Fayette 
to take the command of the whole 
advanced corps; irichldirig Maxwell's 
brigade and Morgan's light infantry; 
with orders to take tie firft fair op- 
portunity of attacking the enemy's 
tear. In theflevening of the fame 
day* the whole army marched from 
Kingfton, where oUr baggage was 
left, with intention topreferve a pro- 
per diitance for fupportirtg the ad- 
vanced corps, and arrived at Cran- 
berry early the next morning. The 
intenfe heat of the. weather, and a 
heavy ftorm unluckily coming on^ 
made it impoffible to refume our 
inarch that day without great incon- 
venience and injury to the troops. 
Onr advanced corps being differently 
tirctzmftanctd, moved from the po- 
rtion it had held the night brfbre^ 
and took ptii! in the evening on the 
Monmonth road; abont five miles 
from the enemy's rear; in expectation 
of attacking them next morning on 
their march i The main body having 
remained at Cranberry, the advanced 
corps was found to be too remote ^ 
and too far upon the right, to be 
fupported* eiflxer in cafe of an attack 
upon or from the enemy> whkh in* 
duced me to fend orders to the Mar- 
quis to file off by his left towards 



ottr advanced corps ; in confequence 
of which t detached Major-general 
tiee; With two brigades, to join the 
Marquis at Englim-towrt, on whom 
tff courie the command of the whole 
devolved,, amounting to about 5000 
itferi. The main body marched the 
fame day, and encamped within 
three miles of that place. Morgan's 
corps was left fiovering on the ene- 
my's right flarfk; and the' Jerfey mi- 
Htia, amounting at this time to about 
7 or $00 uteri; nrider General Dick- 
irifon^ on their left. 

The enemy were now encamped ill 
a ftrong pofiaori, with their right ex- 
tending about a mile and a half be- 
yond the Court-houfe, in the parting 
of the roads leading to Shrewfbury 
and Middle-town 4 and their left 
along the road from Allen -town to 
Monmotithj about three miles on 
this fide the Court-houfe; Their 
right flank lay on the Hurt of a fmall 
wood, while their left was fecured by 
a very duck one, a riiorafs running 
toward* therr rear, atid their whole 
front covered by awodd,' and for a 
•onftderable extent towards the feft 
with a niorafs; In this fitna'tion 
they halted till the morning Of the 
18th; 

Matters' feeing (nui fituafeJ, And 
having had the Bell information, that 
if the enemy were once arrived at the 
heighthsofMiddle-town, ten ortwelve 
miles from where they were* it 
would be impoffible to attempt any 
thing againft them with a profpecl: of 
fuccefs* I determined to attack their 
rfcarthe moment they mould get in 



Englifh-town, which he accordingly ^motion from their prcfent'gromuL 
executed early in the morning of Die I communicated my intention to Ge- 
*7t)u 

The enemy; in marching: from 



Allen-town, had changed in the dif- 
Jjofition, and placed their beft troops 
in the rear, confiding 6f all the gre- 
nadier*, light infantry, and chaffeurs 
Of the Ikie. This alteration made it ' diate command* 
Vol, VI- - Aaa 



neral Lee> and ordered him to make 
his difpofition for the attack, and to 
keejp his troops cdriftaririy lying upon 
their arms, to be in readinefs at the* 
fhorteft notice. This was done with 
refpeft to the troops under xpy imme- 



About 
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About five in Hie morning General 
Dickinfon fentan exprefs, informing, 
that the front of the enemy had began 
their march. I inftantly put the army 
in motion, and fent orders by one of 
my Aids to General Lee to move on 
and attack them, unlefs there fhould 
be very powerful reafons to the con- 
trary ; acquainting him at the fame 
time, that I was marching to fupport 
him, and for doing it with the greater 
expedition and convenience, mould 
make the men difincumber them- 
selves of their packs and blankets. 

After marching about five miles, 
to my great furprize and mortifica- 
tion, I met the whole advanced corps 
retreating, and, as I was told, by 
General Lee's orders, without having 
made any oppoution, except one fire 
given by the party under the com- 
mand of Colonel Butler, on their 
being charged by the enemy's ca- 
valry, who were repulfed. I pro- 
ceeded immediately to the rear of 
the corps, which I found clofely prefix- 
ed by the enemy, and gave directions 
for forming part of the retreating 
troop, who, oy the brave and fpi- 
ritea conduct of the officers, aided oy 
fome pieces of well-ferved artillery, 
checked the enemy's advance, and 
gave time to make a dffpofition of 
the left wing and fecond line of the 
army ujwm an eminence, and in a 
wood a little in the rear covered by a 
jnorafsin front. On this were placed 
fome batteries of cannon by Lord 
Stirling, who commanded the left 
wing, which played upon the enemy 
with great effect, and feconded by 
parties of infantry, detached to op- 
pofe them, effectually jkt a flop to 
their advance. 

General Lee being detached with 
the advanced corps, the command of 
the right wing for the occafton wa3 
given to General Green. For the 
expedition of the march, and to 
„ counteract any attempt to turn our 
right, I had ordered him to file off 
by tfee New Church, two miles from 



Englifh-town, and fall into the Mon- 
mouth road, a fmall diftance in the 
rear of the Court-houfe, while the 
reft of the column moved directly on 
towards the Court-houfe. On intel- 
ligence of the retreat, he marched up, 
and took a very advantageous por- 
tion on the right. 

The enemy, by this time, finding 
themfelves warmly oppofed in front, 
made an attempt to turn our left 
flank, but they were bravely repulfed 
and driven back by detached parties 
of infantry. They alfo made a move- 
ment to our right, with as little fuc- 
cefs. General Green having advanced 
a body of troops, with artillery, to a 
commanding piece of ground, which 
not only disappointed their defign of 
turning our right, but feverely en- 
filaded thofe in the front of the left 
wing. In addition to this, General 
Wayne advanced with a body of 
troops, and kept dip fo fevere and 
well directed a fire, that the enemy 
were foon compelled to retire behind 
the defile, where the firft ftand in the 
beginning of the action had been 
made. 

In this fituation, the enemy had 
both their flanks fecured by thick 
woods and moraffes, while their front 
could only be approached through a 
narrow pafs. I refotved, neverthelefs, 
to attack them, and for that purpofe 
ordered General Poor, with his own 
and the Carolina brigade, to move 
round upon their right, and General 
Woodford upon their left, and the 
artillery to gall them in front ; but 
the impediment in their way pre- 
vented their getting within reach be- 
fore it was dark. They remained 
upon the ground they had been di- 
rected to occupy during the night, 
with intention to begin the attack 
early the next morning; and the 
army continued lying upon their arras 
in the field of action, to" be in readi- 
nefs to fupport them. In the mean 
time the enemy were employed in re- 
moving their wounded, and about 

tweirq 
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twelve o'clock at night marched away 
in fach filence, that, though General 
Poor lay extremely near them, they 
effected their retreat without his 
knowledge. They carried off all' 
their wounded, except four officers 
and about forty privates, whofe 
wounds were too dangerous to permit 
therr removal. ~ 

The extreme heat of the weather, 
the fatigue of the men from their 
march through a deep fandy country, 
almoft entirely deftitute of warer, and 
the diftance the enemy had gained by 
marching in the night, made a pur- 
fuit impracticable and fhritlefs. It 
would have anfwered no valuable 
purpofe, and would have been fata! 
to numbers of our men* feveral of 
whom died the preceding , day with 
lieat. 

Were I to conclude my account of 
this day's tranfa&ion without expref- 
fing my obligations to the officers of 
the army* in general, I fhould do in- 
jtritice to their merit, and violence to 
my own feelings* They feemed to 
vie with each other in manifefting 
their zeal and bravery. The cata- 
logue of thotfe who diftinguifned 
themfelves is too long to admit of 
particularizing individuals. Tcanriot, 
however, forbear mentioning Briga- 
dier-general Wayne, whofe good con- 
duel and bravery, through the whole 
aclion, deferves particular commeir- 
dation,~The behaviour of the troops 
in general, after they recovered from 
the firft furprize, occafioned by the 
retreat of the advanced corps, was 
fueh as could not be furpafled. J 

All the artillery, both officers and 
jnen, that were engaged, diftinguifh- 
ed themfelves in aremarjcable manner. 

Inclofed Congrefs will be pleafed 
to receive a return of our killed, 
wounded, and miffing : among the firft 
were Lieutenant-colonel Bonner, of 
Pennsylvania, and Major Dickinfon, 
©f Virginia, both officers of diftin- 
guifned merit, and much to be re- 
gretted, 



'The enemy's flani left on the field 
and buried by us, according to the 
return of the perfons affigned to that 
duty, were four officers, and 245 prU 
vates ; in the former number was the 
Honourable Colonel Monckton. Ex- 
clufive of thefe, they buried fome 
themfelves, as there were feveral new 
graves near the field of battle. How 
many men thejJhave wounded, cannot 
be determined ; but from the ufual 
proportion, the number muft have 
been confiderable. There were a few 
prifoners taken. 

The peculiar fituation of General 
Lee at this time requires that I fhould 
iky nothing of his conduct. ' He i$ 
now in arreft. The charges againft 
him, with fuch fentence as the Court 
Martial may decree in his cafe, fhall 
be tranfmitted for the approbation or 
difapprobarion of Congrefs, as foon 
as it fhall be pafled. 

Being fully convinced by the gen- 
tlemen of this country, that the ene- 
my cannot be hurt orinjured in their 
embarkation at Sandy-hook, the place 
to which they are going, and un- 
willing to get too far removed front 
the North River, I put the troops 
in motion early this morning, and 
mall proceed that way, leaving the 
Jerfey brigade, Morgan's corps, and 
other light parties, (the militia being 
all difmiffed) to hover about them — 
countenance defertion, and to prevent 
their depredations as far as poffible. 
After they embark, the former will 
take poft m the neighbourhood of 
Elizabeth-town — the latter rejoin the 
corps from which they were detached. 
J have the honour to be, 
With the greateft refpeel, 

Sir, your moil obedient fervant, 

G. Washington. 
The Hon. Henry Laurens* Efj. 

Prefident of Congrefs. 
Return of the killed^ wounded, and 

miffing* of the American army, ift 

the hat tie of Monmouth, on the i%tb 

day of June, 1778- 

Killed, 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 1 

A a a z Major, 
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Major, 3 Captains, 2 lieutenants, 1 
Serjeant^ c 2 rank and file. Weundtd, 
% Colonels, 8 Captains, 4 Firft-Lieu- 
tcnants, 2 Second-Lieutenants, 6 En- 
figns, 1 Adjutant, 2 Serjeants, 1 
drum, 120 ranjc and file. Miffing, 
5 Serjeants, 126 rank and file. Many 
of the xniHing dropped through fa 7 
figue, and have fince come ic. 

Artillery. Killed, 1 Firft-Lieuter 
Bant, 7 matrofles, 1 bom hardier. 
Wounded 9 , 1 Captain, 1 Serjeant, 1 
Corporal, x Gunner, 10 matrofles, 
jdiffing, 1 matrofs— 6 horfes killed, 
% wounded. 
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London, May 11. This morning 
died at his feat at Hayes, in Kent, 
William Pitt, JLarl of Chatham. 
The members of botl* Houfes of Par- 
liament were deeply affeftedby the 
lofs of this great man. Their eulo* 
giuras upon him may be feen in the 
Rebates of the time. Suffice it to 
mention here, that a public funeral 
was ordered, together with every 
mark of gratitude and refpeft, which 
were molt juftly due to the fame an4 
fervices of this great and upright Mi- 
nifter. The body having lain in. 
ffcate fome days in the Princes Cham* 
ber, was carried in grand proceffioxf 
from the north door of Weftminiter* 
Jiall to the weft door of Weilminfter- 
abbey, and interred in the Abbey. 
A monument was ordered, &c. &c, 
and the whole was at the public fx- 
pence. 

An account of th$ fungal froajfiop, 
fivbkb <woj on the %tb of June, I778. 

The company were aflembjed in 
the Painted Chamber, Court of Re- 
quests, Anti-chamber, &c. from ten 
o'clock yefterday forenoon till one, 
when about naif an hour after that 
hour, the proceffion began ' tp' move 
in the following order : 

High Constable of Weilminfter. 
JtfeiTenger tp the pollege of Arms, in 



a mourning cloak, with a badge qf 

the College on his moulder, his 

f|aff tipt with ulver, and furred 

with far&et. 

SfX men conductors, in cloaks, witl* 

black ftayes, headed witfc Earls 

coronets. 

Seventy poor men, in cloaks, witty 

Radges of the creft of PITT oa 

$eir ihoulders, and blaclf 

ftaves in their l^ands. 

An Officer of Arms, 

The STANDARD. 

Servants to the relations of the de« 

ceafed, in clofe mourning. 
Servants, to the deceafed, in clofe 

mourning. 

Pfficers of the wardrobe, in dofo 

mourning. 

Phyficians and Chaplains. 

Gentlemen and Efquires, two an4 

pyo, in clofe mourning,' witl* 

bags and black fwords, to the 

number pf fifty. 

Members of the Houfe of Commons* 

A BANNER of the Barony of 

." CHATHAM. 

Knights, in clofe mourning. 

IRISH PEERS. 

ENGLJSJJ. PEERS, 

Who were the Dukes of Mancheftcf 

i and Northumberland, with the 

Marquis of Rockingham, 

An Qfi^cer pf Arms. 

. . The GREAT $ANNER f 

The helmet and creft, Jjojne by ^ 

* Herald, 
Tbe fword and tawjet, by a Herald, 

The furcoat/ oy a Herald. 

The pojtONET, on a black yelve{ 

f ufhion, by a King of Arms, . 

between two Gentlemen, 

M/befs with half ftayes, 

pplonel Barre, bearing a funeraj 

ftandard, fupported on one fidie 

\>y Lord M&aUeton, and 

On tie other by Mr. Byng^ 

a Member of the Houfe, 

\ of Commons, 



fuopor^r 
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Supporter of the 

. Pail, 
Edmund Burke, 
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Supporter of tk« 

Pall. 

John Donniag, 

Efc|. 
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The BODY, 

^Covered with a black 

velvet pall, adorned 

with eight efcutcheons 

of the arms of the 

deceafed, and under 

a canopy of black 

yelvet, borne 

by eight 

gentle- 

lacn. 



Supporter of the 

Pall, 

Sir Geo. Savile, 

Bart. 



•a 






n a 

y I 

CO 



A Gentleman 
Utoer with a half 

' ftaff. 
Supporter to the 
Chief Mourner, 
Jlight Hon. Lord 
Vifceunt Mahon^ 
fon*in~law to the 
deceafed Earl. 



Garter King of 
Arm*. 



Supporter of the 

Pall, . 
Rt. Hon. Tho* 

TownJhend. 

Slack Rod, with a 
half ftaffl 



Supporter to the 
Chief Mourner, 

Thomas Pitt, Efq. 

Nephew py the 
deceafed Earl. 



CHIEF 
MOURNER, 

The Honourable 

W*. Pitt, 

fecond Son to the* 

deceafed Earl. 

ASSTSTANT MOURNERS. 

£ords Camden* Effingham, Shelbame, and Townihend, 

together with Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, Bart. 

Mr. Grenville, Mr, Pitt, and Sir James Gockborrie, Bart. 

BANNER of the Crefts of PITT. 

PANNE& of the Arms of PITT. 

The proteffiori, which was clofed the eight Afliftant Mourners and four 



fcy fervants of the family, in clofe 
mourning, reached Weftminfter-ab- 
bey about two o'clock ; when the fix 
conductors and fcrttity poor men di- 
vided and ranged themfelves on each 
fide without the church door; the 
reft went in. 

At their entrance the Dean and 
Prebendaries, with the Choir, and 
the Bifhopof Jfcdehefter at their head, 
fell into the proctffion immediately 
gfter the Qreat fanner, and fung the 
■firft anthem of the Burial Service. 

As fbon as the tody had reached 
the vault, the Chief Mourncrancl 
two Supporters featcd themfelves on 
(hair^ at the head of t^e body, and 



Supporters of the PaU, on ftoois at 
each fide: 

The coffin was then let down at 
the fide of the vault, the Coronet 
and Cuihion laid on it, and the Ca- 
nopy and Bannerols held over it. 

The Bifhop of Rochefter then read 
the fervice, the anthems of which 
were chauntcd by the choir; after 
which, Garter, King of Arms, pro- 
claimed the ftile and title of the late 
Earl ; when the Earl's officers break- 
ing their fbtves, gave the pieces to 
Garter, who threw them into the 
grave. 

The proceffion then returned, in 
die fame order, to the Painted Cham* 

ber, 
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her, and about ftur o'clock the cem* 
pany all difperfed. 

The pafTagc from the Hall to the 
Abbey was flanked with ftrong rails, 
guarded by files of ibldiers, fo that 
the proceflion both to and in the 
Hall, and back again, was conducted 
without the lead interruption. 

The City of London prefented an 
addrefs to his Majefty, defiring the 
Earl's body might be interred in the 
Cathedral of St. Paul, but his Ma- 
jefty did not comply with their re- 
queft, whereupon the City publifhed 
the following : 

E S D A I L E, Mayor. 
A Common Council holden in the 

Chamber of the Guildhall of the 

City of London, on Saturday the 

6th day of June, 1778. 

His Majefty having refufed to 
comply with the requeft of this Court, 
on their humble defire to have the 
remains of the late Earl of Chatham 
buried in the Cathedral of St. Paul, 
Refolved unanimoufly, 

Neverthelefs, That a Committee 
be now appointed to confider what 
further mark of refpec} is moil fit to 
perpetuate the memory of that ex- 
cellent and difinterefted Statefman, 
in the timeofwhofe Adminiftration 
the Citizens of London never returned 
from the throne diflatified. 



For the- Remembrancer. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Favor etiam auxilia forwidat* 

Real Statefmen always poflefs a 

iappy boldnefs and grandeur which 

tells them to what point a caufe will 

fafely bear them, mingled with a 

tendernefs which never permits them 

to exceed it; while foft trepidating 

councils, which fee no dangers on the 

iideof yielding, are ever alarmed at the 

efforts that are to ^ive themiafety. As 

I wifh to communicate the reverence 

for ^arl Chatham's charader, to his 

. opinions, I might enter into a copi* 

ous difcufgon of his pofitions con- 



cerning America; I mall at prefent 
however fingly ftate the confirmation 
they receive from the refoluthns of 
Congrefs refpe&ing the bills for con- 
ciliation. Yet to allay the virulence 
which certain men (from mixed as 
well as from purer principles) have 
aflumed againft him, on the fubje& . 
of independence, I fhall beg leave 
to mention in very fhort words, fbme 
of the circumftances under which he 
had declared himfelf. — America had 
been alienated for the fhort period of 
only two years ; and they were yet 
unadopted, as to their domeftic con- 
cerns, jn Europe. Some European 
connection was neceffary to them, yet 
fome danger followed upon every 
fuch connection. Many of their real 
diftreffes fiill .fubfifted. They had felt 
the folace of revenge, and the felf 
complacence of a jufHfied character ; 
and it was in the breaft of England 
to add the farther comfort of humili- 
ating their oppreflbrs. There were 
many great names - among us, for 
which they ftill retained veneration ; 
and the confidence they had derived 
from fuccefs, made it eafy -to affkre 
liberty to their people and power to 
their leaders j while their military 
eftablifhments in particular (no fmall 
objecl either for fecurity or ambi- 
tion) were by I#rd Chatham's {y{^ 
tern, to be made for ever their own t 
After thefe fhort hints, I revert to 
the paper in queftion, which being 
debated by paragraphs in Congrefs, 
and treating upon fubjec~b of fuch 
moment, admits a clofe and rigoroua 

interpretation. Thefe refolutions 

. then are very temperately written ; 
and the arguments in them tend to 
fecurity only, and not to pride. The 
term of fovereignry is only once men- 
tioned, and then circumfpe&ly, and 
in opposition to our crude provision 
for rcftoring governors — There, are 
no violent denunciations againft thofc 
who prefume to think favourably 
of the terms ; but only wife pre* 
cautions againft treating feparately, 

and 
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fcnd relaxing preparations for war, 
which ought ever to be moil vigorous 
at the moment of negotiation— The 
farther confent to overtures, without 
previous admiflion of independence, 
provided we withdraw our force ; in- 
cluding by that provifion, a mode of 
retreat for it, which is, perhaps, the 
only remaining one at this junc- 
ture, that is at once honourable and 
fafe. 

As to other expreflions, they are 
wiped .away by the very reafonable 
interpretation, that meafures of par- 
liaments are meafures of minifters, 
while procured by their delufive in- 
formation:: an interpretation that 
applies ftill more conftitutionally to 
the prince, — This meafured language, 
whether the fpontaneous Aft of Con- 
grefs, or the refult of a neceflary 
compliance or caution towards their 
conftituents, is in every fhape propi- 
rtious to Britain. And their modera- 
tion accordingly, compared with the 
decifion and afperity of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, Ihews what dif- 
ference Congrefs felt in each cafes, 
in the ground it had to tread on— I 
fhouldfce concerned to take any un- 
worthy advantage of incidental ex- 
preflions ; but it would be highly de- 
rogatory to Congrefs, not to confxder 
arguments and meafures, pafled under 
every folemnity of fituation and deli- 
beration, as explanatory of the tem- 
per of America. 

How unfortunate then was it, that 
amidft thefe reliques of practicability 
and good humour, conciliation was 
referved for the men, who had not 
only fuBjefted them to the mob fa* 
<vage oppreflion, but had accompanied 
it with perfidy, and infults the moft 
mortal and unmanaged. In faft pre- 
pofleflions againft them were fo efta- 
blifhed in America, that when Con- 
grefs had to render probable the au- 
thenticity of the bills, they did it by 
feven feparate arguments, which im- 
puted either folly, infidibufnefs, im- 
pptence* or vice. What then are we 



to think of miniHers, againft whom 
fuch arguments could appear both 
natural and candid? Or how could 
conciliation profper in the hands of 
thofe, who were themfelves the root 
of quarrel; who took care that there 
lhould.be fo much wrong in their 
propofals, as Ihould prove themfelves 
in the right ; and wnofe tender re- 
trofpeft to their errors, lhewed 
how much they were inclined upon 
occafion to repeat them ? — That this 
is not turn and declamation, will ap- 
pear upon reverfing the perfonagea 
and the language. For how could, 
Congrefs tell a Chatham, you re- 
jected our petitions, you appealed to 
favages and (laughter, you aiked for 
unconditional fubmiffion ? That Chat- 1 
ham, while he had breath, would have 
replied, * I knew you aggrieved, and 

* would have unconditionally re- 

* drefled you; I ever upheld your 
'petitions; I promoted inquiries 1 

* after thofe who Ihed your blood ; I 

* would have withdrawn force from 
f you, at once, and for ever; for 
c pardon, I would have given amneity; 

* taxation fundamentally fhould have 

* been renounced to you ; I leave no 

* bonds over you, but thofe of com- 

* mon interefts and confent ; and if 

* there is any thing which good faith 

* does not enough allure to you, truit 
f to our fufferings, and to your own 
*' virtues that have faved you.' 

I leave it with liberal minds to 
judge, whether the Congrefs-obje&i- 
ons would not have melted away in 
the face of fuch a reply. — Why the 
parties then, were not changed, is not 
for me to determine. I know that it 
is the common ufage of Mates to 
change arnbafladors, for the fiagle 
reafon that they are perfonally unac- 
ceptable to the power that it is to re- 
ceive them : and ftill more fo when 
there is any critical objeft in nego- 
ciation. I profefs I fee no evil 
in the meafurg becaufe grateful to 
America ; and much Iefs know the 
lofs the empire would have fuilained, 

by 
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by hating difplaced ttiem. Sure I 
am that it is infinitely more reproach- 
ful to lofe an empire than a minifter, 
whom the reproach lies in keeping ; 
and that correded error is ever more 
honourable than ackno<wltdgid impo- 
tence. By fuch a fyftem we mould 
have flood more reputably abroad, 
both with enemies and allies ; more 
confidentially with America; and 
more invigorated at home. When a 
Hate or an army has fuffered fignal 
ill-fuccefs, nothing more renovates it, 
than the removal of its difaftrous 
leaders; and change feems but a 
different term for mending — If it was 
expected that minifters mould difmifs 
tbemfelves, much has been the decep- 
tion. Even private affronts, derelic- 
tion in their official characters, a 
liege of fpies, propositions againft 
their con/ciences ; nothing could move 
men, who wanted virtue and fpirit 
which in high life is the fubftitute of 
virtue. Inflead of faying, €i As for 
" us, we are v but individuals; fave 
** only the country :" The language 
was, " ruat ccelum f give Amenca to 
*' France or to Japan, or give away 
€i any thing but our places." 

I krTow the fcene of fucceffive de- 
lufion that will be praftifed upon 
thofe, whom pa ft delufions could not 
revolt; but my own judgment is, 
that the minifter's treaty is finally 
impracticable, I cannot indeed mea- 
fure the extent of compliance in ab- 
ject minds; but I know that what is 
given charily in defpair, will be re- 
tracted as eagerly when there is hope ; 
and, joined to our own mifconduct, 
I tremble for the influence of trans- 
actions in Europe.— I will, however 
venture to augur, that independence, 
being the fpefi and talifman of Con- 
grefs, they will appear to yield no- 
thing till they fee they can obtain 
every thing; and like women and 
ftatefmen, when underbfd for their 
virtue, will never liften to terms 
which rouft take away the impofition 
of character, before they are fecure 
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in their object* Another pfoJ>necf 
is, that mould the treaty prove abor- 
tive, after America has been can* 
vafledj Congrefs will become infinitely 
more calous and eftranged to future 
genuine offers frorf England.— And 
as America muft necefiariiy impofe 
feverer restrictions on the prefent mi- 
nifters, than on minifters they could 
trufl, the difference is a clear bur- 
then^ t« be added to the other bur- 
thens, incurred by continuing them? 
in office.— But privileges oat of the 
queftkm, and propofirig this country 
as a mere adminiftratian for* their' 
foreign concerns, how can a fthfible 
people make common caufe* with tfs, 
when they fee us left to be extricated 
from the dark calamities that fur- 
round us, by the very men whofe> 
wickednefs and infufficiency havef 
created them ? — Lei minifters who fix! 
thefe impediments in the way of their 
country's peace, and who by ehang* 
ing meafures where they nave not 
changed counfels, have funk the re- 
putation of our ftrength, without ad- 
ding to that of our virtue^ offer a 
ferious refutation to thefe objections 
that are Hated. 

Let me hope that nd expreffions t 
have ufed will beconflrued as tend- 
ing to wild infatuated War, but merely 
to fenfible and magnanimous treaty ; 
the natural advantages of which mu- 
tually taken; I would willingly be- 
come , pledged to prove— 'With re- 
fpect to Congrefs, I admire their wif- 
dom and union, their enefgy and 
courage; without which, and a dud 
correfpondence between themfelve* 
and their people, it is demonftrabkj 
that divided immature continent 
never could have perftftedin its fufier- 
ings and war. In particular I con- 
fider their motives for affuming inde* 
pendence, as wholly prudential, ttf 
obtain foreign aid ; to De a preferva- 
tive againft the delfifive rumours of 
their enemies ; and to pf event anarchy 
and military Cromwells, and the' 
rifque of half-doubting meafures, at 

borne* 
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Some. The more dangerous the 
crifis, the more apt the expedient ; 
and they may ftill And it as ufeful to 
guard againfl hope, as then againft 
fear. And therefore I repeat it, they 
will never diflblve the charm, while 
they fee any thin^ left uncertain or 
Undone ; or burft the bladder that 
floats them through the wide feas 
they are caft upon, before they feel 
their ground Aire and folid underneath 
them. At the fame time let me re- 
vere and applaud that great man, 
whofe philofophic benevolence uni- 
form ! y led him to wifh to coalefce 
with a country, from which malig- 
nant fp:rits had attempted to divide 
him. It is to his admirable temper 
and infinite views, that we owe a 
part of that moderation which has fo 
Jong been feen in Europe, in fpite of 
the irritation both of his enemies and 
friends ; and that there was perhaps 
no moment of the Laft winter, in which 
be did not wait and even court for 
peace. As he is yet the living glory 
of America, I fhall only add that his 
wonderful virtues and talents, joined 
to the crifis of his countty, will aflur- 
cdly place him where he ought to 
$>e, in the higheft range of fame. 

Let me now follow on, to the grave. 
Of that great ftatefman, where fo many 
of our hopes lie buried, and write a 
few words of gratitude and admiration 
over his tomb. Perhaps a mind more 
magnificent, the world never faw. 
Grand in debate, energetic in council, 
dignified to the enemy, and paternal 
to the people,- he lived the iixfpirer of 
his country and the terror of its foes* 
— Great projects are ufually coftly; 
but his were never meant as mere 
ennunl expencts : they were a great 
firft coft, to leave France permanently 
reduced. Pofleffed of fortress and 
Rations, and of the trade that was to 



fupport them,y*/*r* wars, with com- 
mon management, might have been 
eafy and defensive But let it be 
told to future times, that he knew 
how to expend 70 millions, without 
impoverifhing his country, invading 
its rights, corrupting its manners, or 
retaining- fufficient to bury him ; and 
pofterity wjll judge the reft. — The 
laft expiring aft of virtue in a ftate, 
is to know how to revere the virtues 
of its individuals : and I glory in the? 
tributes paid to his merit, although 
we were contented to remain without 
employing it. I am not afraid of the 
precedent * of rewarding public fer- 
via s, which had forgot to rewar4 
themfelves : it is the method of all 
others infinitely the leaft chargeable. 
Wife natjonsinrtead of lhunning, will 
ever feek thefe occafions ; to procure 
honour abroad ; and encourage vir» 
tue in themfelves and their younger 
ftatefinen, at home; and if their 
country is poor, they will make the 
fat cofferer and contractor regorge 
for it, a part of the profit of their 
vices. -*-Thofe who heard Lord Chat* 
ham in his laft moments, know that 
his health was impaired, rather than 
his talents ; and that his was not a 
character to partake of ( the vices and 
languor of age. Without defcending 
to what was executive, as minifter, he 
might have checked favoritifm and 
nationality ; and witheld fhelter from 
the corrupt. He might have aififted 
the ftate with his experience and au- 
thority; and, befides calming panic 
and commotion, have become an in- 
ftant index and fecurity for a reforma- 
tion of our fyftems. Immenfe as his 
lofs is, let us hope that he leaves a 
fuccefibr behind him, who will prove 
the relict of his greatnefs, and the 
younger brother of his fame. 

A By-Stander, 



The prot*# on tfijs fubject, very curionfly figned. 
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The following is an authentic Copy of the Family Compact, in French 
and Englijb ; upon which the Earl of Chatham gave hiifpirited Opinion 
egainft Spain, in the Month of September, 1761 *•' 

CopLe. Copy. 

PaBe 4* Famille de la Maifyn de The Family Compact of the Houfe of 
Bourbon, jigne a Paris, le ^5 Aoiit, Bourbon, Jigned at Paris, Auguft 

1761. ^ ... J 5» ! 7 61 * 

An nom de la tres fainte & indivi- la the name of the moll holy and 

fible Trinite, Pere, Fils, & St, Efpirit, indivifiblc Trinity, Father, Son, and 

ainfi foit-il. Les liens du fang, qui Holy Ghoft. Amen. The ties of 

unifient les deux monarques, qui reg- blood, which unite the two monarchy 

nent en France & en Efpagne, & les now reigning in France and Spain, 

featimens particuliers, dont ils font a$d the particular fentiments which 

animes i'un pour l'autre, &c dpnt ils have animated each other, of whidi - 

# His Lordfhip, then Mr. Pitt, forefeeing a war with Spain inevitable, in- 
ftantly prepared for it. And being on this occasion, as he had been on every 
other, rirmly fupported by his brother, Earl Temple, they fubmitted their ad- 
vice, in writing, to his Majefty,- " to recall Lord Briftol," at that time, the 
JJritifn Ambailador at Madrid f. But the Favourite, by his arts and perni- 
cious counfels, had fo managed matters, that the credit and influence of thefe 
illuftrious perfonages were confiderably weakened. They were not infenfible 
pf it. But this being £he happy opportunity of obliging Spain to declare 
Lerfelf, and this being bufmefs of phe utmoft importance to the public, they 
refolved, againft whatever oppofition might be formed, to attempt this 
iignal fervice for their country. After it had been deliberated three times 
in the CaSinet, Mr. pitt faw his influence in the State fo loft, that only his 
faithful friend Earl Temple adhered to his opinion. They now found it 
was time to refign, and tuat thejr refignations were ardently wifhed for by 
the Favourite. 

When they were about taking their leaves of the third and lail Council, 
fummoned to deliberate on the conduct of Spain, Earl Granville (then 
Lord Prefident) exprefled, in his dwn nervous and manly eloquence, ** Hi* 
very high opinion of their confummate wifdpm, penetration, honour an4 
integrity, and in a moft particular and emphatical manner, mentioned the; 
great number of infurmountable difficulties which they had had to ftruggle 
with." No other jjroof need be given, than the words of this great man, of 
the difficulties, which rendered it impoflible for fchefe difinterefted patriots to 
continue in the fervice of their country, 

f Some time after, Earl Temple, in a Great AfTembly, after recom* 
mending unanimity in the ftrongeft terms, did declare, " That he woulq 
make J>ut one obfervafion upon all that had been faid, relative to the family 
CompacT, viz. that k was allowed to have been figned in Auguft, ratified in 
the firfl week of September, and the written advice was given and dated oh 
the 1 8th of the fame month." Upon which the Favourite aflerted, " That 
there was wq intelligence of fuch a faft, fp conflicted, at that time." * To 
which Earf Temple replied, " That' there was inteflfgence of the higheft 
moment relative to thole matters at that time ; that he was not at liberty tq 
ppblifhit, but would refrtjfr his' Lordfhip's memory in private;" Which hq 
accordingly did* ■<•■•■ 
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fe)t donne tant de preuves, 6nt erigage 
S. M; tres Chretienne, & S. M. 
Catholique, d'arreter & de conclarc 
entre elles un traite d'amkie & d'uni- ' 
on, fous la denomination </* Pafle de 
F ami lie ; 8c dont Pobje& principal eft 
de rendre permaneas 8c indiviiibles, 
taut poor leurs dites Maj eiles, que 
pour leurs defcendans & fuccetfeurs, 
les devoirs qui font une fuite natu- 
relle de la parente & de l'amitie. L'in- 
tention de S. M* tres Chretienne 8c 
de S. M. Catholique, en contraclant 
les engagemens qu'elles prennent par 
Ce traite, ell de perpetuer dans leur 
pofterite les fentimensde Louis XIV. 
ce glorieufe memorie, leur commun 
8c augufte bifayeul, 8c de faire fub- 
fifter a jamais un monument folemnel 
de l'ihteret reciproque, qui doit etre 
la bafe des defirs de leurs cours, & 
4e la profperite de leurs families 
royales. 

Dans cette vue, & pour parvenir a 
un but fi convenable &,fi falutaire, 
L. L. M,M. tres Chretienne & Ca- 
tholique ont donne leurs pleinpou- 
voirs ; favoir, S. M. tres Chretienne 
au Due de Choifeul, pair de France, 
Chevalier de fes ordres, & Lieut. 
.General, des armees de fa Majefte, 
Governeur de Touraine, Grand Mai- 
tre 8c Sur-intendant General, & Se- 
cretaire de l'etat, ayantle department 
des affaires etrangeres 8c de la guerre; 
k S. M. Catholique au Marquis de 
Grimaldi, gentilhomme de fa cham- 
bre avecexercife,-& fon ambafladeur 
extraordinaire apre* du Roi tres Chre- 
tien ; lefquefc etant inforsnes des dif- 
pofitions de leurs fouverains refpec- 
tifs, & apres s'etre communiques 
leurs plenipouvoirs, font convegus 
des articles fuivans. 

. Art. L Le Roi tres Chretien, 
$c le Roi Catholique declarent, qu'en 
vertu de leurs intimes liaifons de pa- 
rents & d'amitie, 8c pour F union 
qu'ils contraclent par leprefent traite, 
ils regarderont a l'avenir comme leur 
Cgnemi toute puitfance, qui le devi- 

endra 



they have given fo many proofs, hava 
engaged their Moft Chriftian and 
Catholic Majesties to form, and con- 
clude between them, a treaty of 
frieridfhtp and union; under the title 
of 7 be Family Compatl j the principal 
objeel of which is to render perma- 
nent and indiviuble, as well for their 
faid Majefties, as for their defend- 
ants and fueceflbts, thofe duties which 
are the natural confequences of con* 
fan^uinity and friendihip. The in- 
tention of their Moft Christian and 
Catholic Majefties, in contracting the 
engagements formed by this treaty, 
is to perpetuate in their pofterity the 
fentiments of Lewis XIV. of glorious 
memory, their common and auguft 
great grandfather; and to preferve 
forever a folemn monument of their 
reciprocal intereft, which 1 ought to 
be the foundation of the views of their 
courts, and of the profperity of their 
royal families. 

With this view, and to attain fo 
agreeable and falutary an end, their 
Moft Chriftian and Catholic Majef- 
ties have given their full powers, /. e* 
his Moft Chriftian Majefty to the 
Duke de Choifeul, a peer of France, 
Knight of his orders, and Lieutenant- 
general of his Majefty's armies, Go- 
vernor of Touraine, High Steward 
and Superintendant General, and Se- 
cretary of State in the department of 
war and foreign affairs ; and his Ca- 
tholie Majefty to the Marquis of 
Grimaldi, gentleman of his bed- 
chamber, and his ambaflador Extra- 
ordinary to his Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty ; who, being informed of the 
difpofitions of their refpecllve fove- 
reigns, and after having communi- 
cated their credentials to each other, 
have agreed to the following articles : 
Art. L Their Moft Chriftian and 
Catholic Majefties declare, that in 
confequence of their intimate ties of 1 
confanguinity and friendfhip, and the 
union they contract by the prefent 
treaty, the two crowns will hereafter 
confider every power as their common 
..Bbba enemy, 
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endra de Tune ou de Tantrc des deux 
couronnes. 

Art. II. Les deux Rois contrac- 
tans ie garantiflfent rednroqueraent, 
de la maniere la plus abfblue, & la 
plus authentique, tons les Stats, terres, 
lfles, & places, qu'ils pofledent dans 
quelque partie du monoe que ce fbit, 
fans aucun rcferve ou exception ; 6c 
les poffeffions, objet de leux garantte, 
feront conftituces fuivant l'etat aftueJ, 
ou elles feront au premier moment, 
ou Tune on 1 'autre couronne ie trou- 
verent en patx avec comes les autre* 
puiftances. 

Art. III. S. M. Trtls Chreti- 
enne, k S. M. Catholique, accord- 
cnt la roeme garantie abfolue 6c au- 
thentique au Roi de Deux Sidles, 6c 
a Tinfant Don Philippe, Due de Par- 
me, pourtous lesetats, pais 6c places, 
qu'ils pofledent; bien enrendu, que 
S. M. Skilienne, 6c Ie dit Infant 
t)uc de Parrne, garantiront aulfi de 
leur part, toutes les etats & domaines 
de S. M. Tres Chretieane 6c de 
S. M. Catholique. 

Aslt> IV. Quoiqae ia garantie 
inviolable 6c mutuelle, alaquelleieurs 
Majeftes Tres Chietienne k Catholi- 
que s'engagent, doive etre ibotenue 
detouteleur puifliince, 6t que lews 
majeures Pentendent ainfi, d'apres le 
principe qui eft le fondement dec* 
traite, fui at t a que um couronne aitaqut 
V autre ; cependaat les deux parties 
contra&ante ont juge a propos de 
fixer les premiers fecours 1 , que Ja pmf- 
iance requife ftra tenue de fouroir 
a la puiffancrrequerante. 

Art. V. II eftamvtnu entre lei 
<kux Rois, que la couronne, qui fera 
requife de fournir le fecours, aura, 
dans on ou plufieursde fes ports, trois 
mois apres la requisition, donze vaif- 
feaux de ligne, $c fuc frigates annees, 
a la difpefitian cntiere de la cours 
requerante. 

Art. VI. La ]Duifiance requife 

tiendra, dans la aieme efpace de 3 

atois, a la difpafioon de la puifTance 

xequeran*, 



enemy, who flail become fucfc t# 
either of them. 

Art. II. The two contracting 
kings reciprocally guaranty, in the* 
moft abfbluce and authentic manner, 
all the eftates, lands, iflands and 
places, which they pofiefs in any 
part of the world whatever, without 
any referve or exception ; and the 
poffeifions,theobje&of their guaranty, 
Jhall be iixed, according to die actual 
ftate in which they (hall be found, as 
foon as either of the two crowns 
ihaH be at peace with all other 
powers. 

Art. HI. Their Moft Chriftian 
and Catholic Majefties grant die fame 
abfolute and authentic guaranty to 
the King of the Two Sicilies, and to 
the Infant Don Philip, Duke of Par- 
ma, for all the eftates, territories, and 
places, which they poftefe ; provided 
that his Sicilian Majefty, and the 
faid Infant Duke of Parma, aHb 
guaranty, on their part, all the eftates 
and potfeffions of their Moft Chriftiaa 
and Catholic Majefties* 

Art. IV. Though the inviolable 
and mutual guaranty, to which their 
Moft Chriffian and Catholic Ma- 
jefties bind themfelves, ought to be 
fupported with all their power, and 
though .their Majefties thus under* 
ftand it, according to the funda- 
mental principle of this treaty, that 
nvkefiver attot&s $nt Crmv*, attacks 
tht other, yet the two tontrading 
parties have tnougbt it proper to 
a&enaiu the iirft fuocohrs, whK& <u« 
power requeued ikall be «Wige4 tt> 
furnifh to tkepower requeftang. 

Art. V. The two karngs have 
agreed, that the crown requefted t& 
furnifh fuccours, fadl, within thre*- 
months after fuch requifition, have 
twelve (hips of the Hoe, and fix armed 
frigates, in one or more o»Mts ports/ 
at the entire difpofttkm of the feqecftV 
ing court. * • 

Aat. VI. The power requefted 
fhall hare ready, whhin the fpace of 
three aonths, at the difpoiuoo ^f 
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requerante, 18 mille hommes d'in- 
fanterie, & 6 mille "hommes de cava- 
lerie, fi la France eft la puifTance re- 
quife ; & PEfpagne, dans le cas ou 
die ftnroit la puifTance requife, lomilles 
hommes d'infanterie, £c 2 milles hom- 
mes de cavaierre : dans cette differ- 
ence de nombre on a eu e*gard i celle, 
•qui fe trouve entre Ies troupes que la 
France a a'&uellement fur pied, Sc 
oelles, qui font entretenues par PEf- 
pagne ; *mais s'H arrivoit, dans la 
fuite, que le nombre de troupes fur 
pied fut egal de part &. d'autre, 
robligation feroit deflors pareillement 
egale de fournir reciproquement le 
memc nombre. La puifTance re- 
^uife s'engage a affembler ceUi qu'- 
eile deyra fournir, & & le mettre a 
portee de fa deftination, fans cepend- 
ant le faire d'abord fortir de fes etats, 
xnais de le placer dans la partie de 
fes etats, qui fera indiquee par la 
partie requerante, afin qu'il y foit 
plus a portee de Penterprife ou objet, 
pour lequel elle demandera les dites 
troupes. Et comme cet emplace- 
ment devra etre precede de quelqu* 
cmbarquement, navigation, ou mar-' 
che de ' troupes par terre, le tout 
•'executera aux fraix de la puiflanc* 
requife, aqui le dit fecours apparti- 
endra en propriete. 

Art. VIL Quant a ce qui re- 
garde la difference au dit nomi>re des 
troupes a fournir, S. tyL Catholique 
cxcepte le cas, ou elles feroint necef- 
faries pour defendre les domaines ,du 
Roi des Deux Sidles, fon fil, ou ceux 
del'Infant Due de Parme, fon frere, de 
forte que, reccmnoiffant Pobllgation 
de preference, quoique volontaire, 
que les liens du fang, & la proche 
parente lui impoferoient alors, le Roi 
Catholique, dans ces deux cas, pro- 
met de fanrnir le fecours de 1 8 mille 
hommes d'infanterie, & de 6 mille 
de cavalerie, 8c meme toutes fes forces, 
fans rien exiger de S. M. Tres 
Chrietknne, que le nombre des 
troupes ci-deflus flipule, 8c les efforts, 
qbe fa tradre amide pour les princes 

de 



the power requeuing, it,ooo foot, 
and 6000 horfe, if France fhall be 
the power requeued ; and if Spain, 
being the power requefted, 10,000 
foot and 2000 horfe. In this differ- 
ence of number, attention muft b$ 
paid to the greater number of forces 
actually kept on foot in France than 
in Spain ; but if it mould at 'any 
time fo happen, that the number of 
forces kept on foot by them fhall be 
equal, then the obligation fhall alfo 
be equal to furnifh reciprocally tha 
fame number. The power requefted 
engages to afTemble the ftipulated 
fuccours,andtoplacetheminfuch fitu- 
ations (without immediately march-- 
ing them out of the kingdom) as 
the party requeuing fhall appoint, in 
order that they may be the more 
readily employed in the fervices for 
which the faSd troops were demanded ; 
and when, to gain fuch place of defti- 
nation, apaffage by fea, or marches by 
land may be necefFary, the expences* 
thereof mall be borne by the power 
requefted, to whom the laid fuccours 
properly belong. 



Art. VII. As to what regards 
the difference in the faid number of 
troops to be furaifhed, his Catholic 
Majefty excepts the cafe, wherein 
they may be, found necefl'ary to de-' 
fend , the pofTeflions, of the King of the 
Two Sicilies, his Ton, or thofe of the 
Infant Duke of Parma, his brother; 
fo that freely acknowledging the pre- 
ference, which the ties of blood and 
kindred impofe on him, then the 
Catholic Kin^, in thofe two circum- 
ftances, promifes to furnifh the fuc- 
cours of iJ8,ooo foot and 6000 Horfe, 
and even to employ all his forces, 
without claiming of his Moft Chrif- 
tian Majefty any more than the num- 
ber of troops above fpecified, and 
fuch other effe&s, as his tender friend* 
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Ae fon fang pourroit lui infpirer dc 
faire en leur faveur. 

Art.VIIL S. M. Tres Chreti- 
enne excepte auffi, dc Ton cote, les 
guerre*, dans lefquelles elle pourroit 
entrer, ou prendre part, en confe- 
rence desengagemens qu'elle a con- 
trac\ees par le traite de Weftphalie, 
Sc autres alliances avec les puifTances 
d'Allemagne, Sc da Nord ; Sc con* 
fiderant que les dites guerres ne peu 
vent interefler en rien la couronne 
d'Efpagne, S. M. Tres Chretien ne 
promet de ne point exiger aucun 
fecours da Roi Catholique, a moins 
cepeadant que quelques puifTances 
maritimes ne priflent part aux dites 
gueires, ou que les evenemens ne 
iuflent ft contraires a la France, 
qu'elle feroit attaquee dans fon propre 
pais, par terre, Sc dans ce dernier cas, 
5. M. Catholique promet au Roi 
Tres Chretien de lui fournir, fans 
aucune exception , non feu'Iemen t 
les fufdits zo mille hommes dlnfan- 
terie, et z mille de cavalerie, xnais 
auffi de porter, en cas de befoin, ce 
fecours jufqu'a 1 8,006 hommes d'in- 
fanterie, Sc 6000 de cavalerie, ainfi 
qu'il a ete ftipule par rapport au 
cumbre a fournir au Roi Catholique 
par S. M. Tres Chretienne ; S. M 
Catholique s'engageant, fi le cas 
arrive, de n'avoir aucun egard a la 
difproportion, qui fe trove entre les 
forces de terre de la France, & celles 
d'Efpagne. 

Art. IX. II fera libre a la puif- 
fance requerante d'envoyer un ou 
plufieurs commiflaires, cboifis parmi 
k& fujets, pour s'aflurer, par eux- 
m ernes, que la puiffance requife a 
raflemble, darts le 3 mois, a compter 
de la requisition, Sc tient dans un ou 
plufieurs de fes ports,, les 12 vai/Teaux 
de ligne, Sc 6 fregates, armees en 
guerre, ainfi que le nombre ftipule 
de troupes de terre, le toot pret a 
marcher. 

Art. X, Les dits vaifleaux, fre- 
gates, Sc troupes^ agiront felon la vo- 

Ionte 



ftiip for jhe princes pf his owi* 
blood may induce him to exert in 
their favour. 

Art. VIII. His Moft Chriftian 
Majefty excepts alfo, on his part, the 
wars he may engage in, either as 
principal, or auxiliary, in confe- 
quence of the engagements he has 
contracted by the treaty of Weftpha- 
lia, and other alliances with* the Ger- 
man and other Northern powers; 
and confidering, that the faid wars can 
in no manner interfere with the crown 
of Spain, his Moft Chriftian Majefty 
promifes not to demand any afliftance 
from his Catholic Majefty, unlefs 
fome maritime powers fhould take part 
in the faid wars, or that the event 
ftiould be fo unfavourable to France, 
that fhe mould be attacked by land 
in her own territories; then, in this 
laft cafe, his Catholic Majefty pro- 
mises to furnifti his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty, without any exception, not 
only with the faid 1 0,000 foot and 
2000 horfe, but even in cafe of ne- 
ceffity, with 18,000 foot, and 6000 
horfe, being the number ftipulated 
to be furnimed, for the ufe of the 
Catholic King, by his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty ; his Catholic Majefty en- 
gaging, in fuch cafe, to pay no re- 
gard to the difproportion between 
the land forces of France and thofe 
of Spain. 



Art. IX. The requefting power 
ftall be permitted to fenaone or 
more Commifiaries, chofen from 
among their own fubjetls, in order 
to afiure themfelves, that the power 
requefted has collected, within the 
three months from the time of requi- 
fnion, in one or more of their ports, 
twelve mips of the line and fix armed 
frigates, as well as the ftipulated 
number of land forces, ready to 
march. 

Art. X, The faid fhips, frigates* 
and troops fhall ad agreeably to th* 
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fonte de la puifTance qui en aura be- 
(bin, & qui les aura demanded, fans 
que fur les motifs, ou far les objets 
indiques pour l'emploi des dites 
forces de terre & de mer, la puif- 
fance requife puifTe faire plus d'une 
feule 6c unique representation. 

Art. XI. Ce qui vient d'etre con- 
venu aura lieu toutes les fois que la 
puifTance requerante demanderoit les 
fecours pour quelque enterprife of- 
fcniive, ou defenfive, de terre ou de 
mer, d'une execution immediate, & 
doit s'entendre pour le cas, que les 
vaifleaux& fregates de la puifTance re- 
quife iroierit s'etablir dans quelque 
port de fes etats, puifqu'il fumra 
alors, qu'elle tienne fes forces de 
terre & de mer pretes dans les en- 
droits de fes domaines, qui feront in- 
diques par la puifTance requerante, 
comme plus utile a fes vues. 

Art. XII. La demande, que l'un 
des deux fouverains fera a l'autre, 
des fecours flipules par le prefent 
traite, fuffira pour conftater le befoin 
d'une part, & ^obligation de l'autre, 
de fournir le dit fecours, fans qu'il 
foit neceffaire d'entrer dans aucune 
explication, de quelque efpece qu'- 
elle puifle etre, ni fous quelque pre- 
textc que ce foit, pour eluder la plus 
prompte, & la plus parfaite execution 
3e cet engagement. 

Art, XIIL En confequence de 
l'article precedent, Iadifcuffion du cas 
©ffenfif ou defenfif, ne pourra point 
avoir lieu par rapport aux 12 vaif- 
feaux, aux 6 fregates, Sc aux troupes 
de terre a fournir ces forces, devant 
fitre regardees dans tous le cas, & 
tr$is mois apr}s la reqmJttion t com me 
eppartenant en propriety a la puif- 
fance, qui les aura requifes. 

Art. XIV. La puifTance, qui 
fournira le fecours, foit en vaifTeaux 
& fregates^ foit en troupes, les pay - 
era, par tout oil fon allie les fera 
ia^gir, comme fi ces forces etoient em- 
ployees direftement pour elle-meme ; 
& la puifTance requerairte fera obligee, 
jjoit que les djts yaiffeaux, fregates, 
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will of the power that fliall have cc- 
cafion for and demand them ; and 
the power requefted fhall be allowed 
to make no more than one raprefen- 
tation -concerning the motivjf or ob- 
jects to which the faid lantPand fea- 
forces are deflined. 

Art, XL What- is above agreed 
upon lhall immediately take place, 
as often as the requeuing power fhall 
demand fuccours for any offehfive or 
defenfive enterprize, either by land 
or fea, and muft be unaerftood in 
fuch cafe, that the (hips and frigater 
of the requefted power fhall be col* 
le&ed in fome port of its dominions, 
fince it fhall then be fufficient, that 
the land and fea forces are in readi- 
nefs in thofe ports of their kingdoms, 
which fhall bo appointed by the re* 
quefting power, as mofl convenient 
to its intentions. 

Art. XII. The demand, which 
one of the' tw0 fovereigns fhall make 
of the other, for the fuccours ftipu- 
Jated by the prefent treaty, fhall be 
fufficient to conftitute the neceffity of 
one party, and the obligation of the 
other to furnifh the faid fuccours, 
without being obliged to enter into 
any explication whatever, nor under 
any pretence, to elude the molt 
fpeedy and perfect execution of this 
engagement. 

Art. XIIL In confequence of the 
preceding article, no difcuffion of the 
oftenfive or defenfive cafe fhall take 
place, with refpeft to furaiihing the 
twelve ftjips, the fix frigates, and the 
land troops, fince thofe forces are to 
be , confidered, in all points, thret 
months after the requifition, as pro- 
perly belonging to the power that 
fhall requeft them. 

Art, XIV, The power that fhall 
furnifh thefe fuccours, whether in 
fhips and frigates, or in troops, fhall 
pay them whereever its ally fhall call 
them to aft, as if thofe forces were 
directly employed in their own fer- 
vice ; and the requeuing power fhall 
be obliged, whe^hct the faid fhips, 
frigates. 
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ott troupes reftent peu ou long rem* 
dans fe« ports, de les^faire pouvoir de 
tout ce dont elles auront befoin, au 
meme prix que fi elks Jui apparte- 
ctoient en propviete, & a les faire 
jouir de#m«mes prerogatives & pri- 
vileges, dont jouifleat fes propres 
troupe*.- II* eft convenu, que dans 
arucuB cat les dks vaiifeaux ou troupes 
me poarreient e^tre a la charge de la. 
puiuance* a qui lis feront efcvoyes, 
ic qu'iU Aibmteront a fa disposition, 
pendant tout* la duree de la guerre, 
vdans hqaelle eile fe trouvera ea- 
gafee. 

Art. XV. teRoi Trds Chretien, 
& k Roi Catboliquev s'obligent a 
ttnir complets, & i>ien armes, les 
vaitfeaax, fregates, 4s troupes que 
iaur nwjefte* fe fourniront reciproque- 
tneftt> de forte qn'auflfcot que la pu- 
iflance requite aura fourni les fecours 
ittpole par- les articles V. & VI. du 
preient traits ©He fqra armer dons 
m ports un nombre fu&fant des 
vaifita«x» ponr rentplacer, fur le 
champ, ceox* qui pourreient 5tre 
perdus par les evenemtfiw de la guerre* 
ou de la mer; ©ette rrtimd puiffance 
tiettdraegakment pretes les recraees, 
Jt Us reparations necefiaires pour les 
troupes de terre quelle aura a fourmn 

Art. XVI. Les fecours ftipules 
dans : les articles preccdens, (ekm le 
«Bft lr la momere, qui a ete ex- 
pliquee, dorvent £tre cortfideres 
com me une obligation de liens de la 
pareitte Sc armtiS, & de l'union in- 
time, <jue les deux monarq*es con- 
traelans define** de perpetuer entre 
Jettrsdefccndans ; & ces fecours Hi- 
^ules feront ce que la puiffance re- 
quife pourra faire de moins, pour ! a 
puiflancr qui en anra befoin ; rnais 
fcomme ^intention des deux Rois eft, 
que* la guerre, cenrtneneam par ou 
CoiKre Pune de deux couronnes, doit 
devenir propre & perfonelle a l'autre, 
il eft ociHona, que des que les deux 
rois fc troveront en guerre dedaree 
cornre Je rocme cnnemi, ou le memes 
ennejnis, J'obligauoa des dits fecours 

ftipulcs' 



frigates, or troops, remain a ftort or 
long time in their ports, to fupply 
them with every thing neceffary, at 
the fame price as if they properly be- 
longed to them, and to allow them 
the fame prerogatives and privileges 
as their own troops enjoy. It ia 
agreed that, in no cafe, the faid 
(hips or troops (hall be at the expence 
of the power to whem they are fent, 
and that they fhall be at their difpo- 
fition during the war in which they 
fhall be employed. 



Aaf . XV. Thtir Moft Chriftian 
and Catholic Majefties oblige them- 
(elves to keep complete and well 
armed the ihips, frigates, and troops, 
which their Maje(Les (hatl recipro- 
cally furniih, fo that, as foon as the 
power requeued (hall furnifh the fuc- 
eours IHpilated by the fifth and fncth 
articles of the prefeat treaty, fuch 
power ihall arm in its ports a number 
of ihips, fuffident im mediately to re- 
place fuch as may be lo£ by the 
events of war or the- dangers of the 
fea* the fame power (hall fee equally 
prepared to recruit and make the ne- 
otflary reparation in the land troops 
it (hall furnift. 

Art. XVIY The fnccoun ftipu* 
lated in the precediug article*, ac« 
cording to the time and manner fpe- 
cified, ftionld be conAdered a» an 
obligation ef the ties of Wood and 
friencWliip, atkd a* atv intimate u»ion, 
whkh the two contr^n^ Moitarcha 
defire to perpetuate aaiOng their 
defcendants ; and thele* ftipulated 
fuccours (hall be the leaft which the 
power requefted flrall give to the 
other in cafe of neceffi ty : but Jw the 
imentinn of the<wo fcwjrs-isv 4 dwt a 
war, beginning by or agatnft tone of 
the two crowns, ought to inter&Hhc 
other, it is a^ree<fet that when the 
two kings (ba41* ittd themfelves en- 
gaged in a war againfUhe feme ene* 
my or enemies,* the obligatirm -of the 
faid Uipulatfd fucc^urfc ihaH ccafe, 
■ an4 
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ftipults cefTerat, k 1 la place fucce- 
dera pour lea deux couronnes Pob li- 
gation de faire la guerre conjointe- 
ment, en y employ ant to u res leur 
forces; & pour cet effet, les deux 
hautes parties contra&antes feront 
alors eQtr'elles des conventions parti- 
cu lie res, relatives aux drcoujlances 
de la guerre, dans laquelk elles fe 
trouvenmc engagees, concerteront 
leurs efforts & leurs avantages refpec- 
tits & redproques* com me auffi leurs 
plans & operations militaires & jjoli- 
tiques, & ces convenrionseunt faites, 
les deuxRoUlesexecuteromcnfemblej 
Jc iVnn commun & parfait accord. 

Art. XVH, L. L. M. M, Trea 
Chredetine h Cathuliquc s*engagent 
Sc te promettent, pour le cas, ou elles 
fe trouveroient en guerre, de n*e- 
couter m faire aucune proportion de 
paix» de ne la trailer m con dure 
avec 1'ennemi, eu les ennemis. qu'- 
eilesaurouc, que d*un accord k con* 
fentement mutuel & commun, & de 
fe coram uniqner reciproquement tout 
ce qui pourrou vrnir A feur conn oil' 
ftnet, qui mitrefleroit les deux con- 
rennet t & t*n panic ulicr fur Tobjet ds 
la padikation ; de forte qu'ea guerre, 
COmme en paix, chacun des deux cou- 
Tonnes regardera commc les propres 
intcrets ceux de la couronne fonalliee, 
Art. XVIIL En conformiie de 
ce principe & de la engagement con- 
tract en con fecjuenee, L* L. M. M. 
Tres Chretienne & Catholique font 
convenueV, que lorfqu'il s'agira de 
terminer, par la paix* la guerre 
*j u'elles auront foutenue en commun, 
elles compenferont les avamages, 
qu' une des deux puill antes pourroit 
avoir eu, avec les pertes I'autfe au- 
roic pu faire ¥ de maniere que, fur Us 
conditions de la paix, com me fur les 
operations de la guerre, les deux 
monarchies de France & d'Efpa^ne, 
dans toute Tetendue de leur domina- 
tion* feront regardees, k agirtmr, 
com me ii elles ne formoient qu'uue 
feule St mime pui fiance. 

Art. XIX. $. M* U Roi des 

Deux Sidle*, ayant les m£me$ Hai- 

Vcu VF, fons 



and inftead thereof the two crowns 
oblige themfelves to make war con- 
jointly, and to employ all their forces 
S* jrein : and for this purpofe, the 
o high contracting parties will then 
enter into particular agreements, re- 
lative to the circumltances of the 
war, in which they mall find them- 
felves engaged ; they will recipro- 
cally join in their efforts and respec- 
tive advantages, as alfo in their 
plans and military and political ope- 
rations ; an4> thefe agreements, be- 
ing made, the two Kings will con- 
jointly execute them with one com- 
mon and perfect accord t 

Art* XVII. Their Moft Chrfttan 
and 1 Catholic Majeuies engage and 
promife, in cafe they fliall find them- 
felves engaged, in a war, neither to 
liften to nor make any propofition* 
of peace, neither to treat nor con- 
clude* any thing with their enemy or 
enemies, but by mutual and common 
confent and agreement, and redpro- 
caily to communicate every thing that 
fliall come to their knowledge, inte- 
refting to the two crowns, and in 
particular on the* terms of peace ; fo 
that in war as in peace, each of the 
two crowns fhall regard as his own 
intereft that of his ally. 

Art. XVIII. In conformity to 
this prindplc, and the engagement 
contracted in confequence thereof, 
their Moft Chriftian and Catholic 
MajefUes have agreed, that when 
they (hall terminate by peace the war 
they fhall have fupported in common* 
they will balance the advantages, 
which one of the two powers may 
have recdved, againft the lofles of 
the other ; fo that, on the conditions 
of peace, as in the operations of war, 
the two Monarchs of France and 
Spain, throughout the extent of their 
Empire, fhall be confidered, and 
will aft, as if they formed but one 
and the fame power* 

Art. XIX. The King of the Two 

Sicilies, having the fame ties of blood 

Ccc an4| 
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fons de parente k d'amitie, 
xnemes interets, qui uniflent intime- 
ment leurs Majeftes Tres Chretienne 
& Catholiquc, S. M. Catholiquc fti- 
pule pour le Roi des Deux Sieves, 
fon fils, & s'oblige a lui faireratiffer, 
tant pour lui, que pour fetf defcen- 



& les and Ffiendfnij, and the feme xnte- 



reds, which intimately unite thirr 
Moft ChrrftiJm and Catholic Majes- 
ties, his CathoKc Majefly iHpulates 
for the King of the Two SiSKes, hi* 
fort, and bbBjjes himTelftp makt him 
ratify, as well for himfelf as Ms He- 



dans a perpetuite, tous les articles dU pendants for eVer, a(H the articles 6f 

prefent traite" ; bten entendu . que, tfie preTeht treaty ; and, as to what 

pour ce qui regarde la proj)6rtion.des rV^ards the proportion of (ucconrs to 
fecotfrs a foUrnir par S: M. Sici^ *be furrliihed by Ms Sitflian Majefty, 

lienne, its fetont determines dans fon dftey (hall be fettled in his aeYof ic- 

afte d'acceflion an dit traite, furvant Ceroon to Wie fatd treaty, according 

l'etendue de fa puiflande. * to the extent of his power. 

Art. XX. L* L. ML M. 1>eY * Ant. XX. Their Woft Chriffcan, 

Chretienne, Sc Catholique, 4c Siei- Catholic, and Sicilian Majefties, <in- 

Henne, a'engagent non feulement & gage not only to concur m the main- 

«oncourir an maintien & a la iblen- tenance ^nd fofehdooroF their king- 

Aeurde leurs royaumes, dans l'etat 3oms, In their grefent^ftate, but alfo 

lA '"- r " —■»«—-* -n«-aii — — * —*?a t0 fopporr, oh every occafidn what- 



6u Us fe trouVent a&uellement, rhafs 
encore a, fon ten ir, fur tous les objets 
fans exception, la dlgnite & les droit's 1 
de leurs maifons, de forte que chaque 
peince, qui aura Fhonneur d'etre iffo* 
du meme fang, £ourroit 'etre affiire; 
en route occafton, f de Iaproteflion $c 
de Tafliftance des tfOisf ctjnronnes. 

Art. XXT* Le prefent traite de^ 
vant etre re'garde 1 , ajnfi qu'il a ete* 
ftnnonce dans le pre'arnbufe, comme 
un Fa&e de Fa?&U!e entre tomes le$ 
branches de I'augurte maifon de Boun 
bon, nullc autre puifijmce,. que ceHes 
tjui feront de cettemaifoh, ne'pourra 
etre invite's, ni'admifea yAcceder. 

Art. XXII. L'amitie etroite, qnl 
unit les moharqnes contracts, & fes 
engagemens qu'ils prerincnt par ce 



ever, flic dignity and rights ^f their* 
honies, fothateach Prince, who mall 
haVe the horiour to 8efcentf ffbhi the 
fame bfood, may be aflbred, at all 
Hfnits/bfThe'pfo^teAioti ahd'aLfilltenc* 
6f three Crownsl 

- AYT.XXl.^ne^reMtti4at^"Bei 
fn^'tw be 'cbhfldtred, ;"a's hath lieeri 
already annciirtced in the preamble: 
as a family 'CSHtpah between "Ml i)& 
branches 'df'AeaagutfHobfebf Bour- 
bon, lib other ; $bwifrr; 'but : tHafe of" 
t:hat J Hdiife, tanbfe invhad or uiirhit- 
ted to accede tHiirelo. " 

- axt.^xil TRtim'rAhs$$ 

which 'unites * tire %nfra&in£ 'iHo> 
narchs,' ind th^ engagements tfee'y 




triiite, les determinant aufij ^ ftipuleji- tike fcy J this treaty, deterntin'e, tfitth 

tjue leurs 6tats k fujets refpeclifs par- nUb'io rt?polate, "tUtaif their' tfoWinlo'A 

ticipefont 2Cux avahtage.i ? or a la'liai- and refpeclive fubjetts 'KBifl v ^arVafelfe 
fon et'abHs ehtre ces fouverains ; & ,t>f the advantages,' sfooV' of the Uhicln 

leurs Iviajeft6s fejiromettent de ne pas eftabliftned between nio^'Sottife^gnsj 

'foiiffrir ou'en *>»"""** *^»» «t ; Om» iiw^- +w*J*i. ^'Aft+iatitJia '-i**r\+A\TA «*>#. iK 

quelle pretext i 

■ctats & fujets'puFflent rien ftirc, ou pretenLw w «4w:v«, mui «uu iuui^u 

entrcpfendre, de cbntrai'rel la par- to do, Br undert^j/kiiV'thttVeori- 

T*aite correfpondence, qui doit fubiiltcr trafy to "\h'at rfeffeft ifWeifeb'nS^hcif, 

inviolableiaent entre les trofs ecu- "wliidi oa^htVnViofaUJy ^O^mDfiftbe 1 - 

ronnes. '" * * ' ■ " ' t>veen the'three Crowns.' . \'' 

Art. XXIII. Pour ciraenter Tair- Art, XXfll. Tie" itiorie^iia1!y 

'tant plus cette rnteiligence, & ces to ; prefem this harmtto^/an'd tkefe 

'avantages rccriproque* entre les fujers reciprocal advantages Be&^eii "thfc 

*■ " • *dcs # * ' 'fobjedto 
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<ips deux couron nes, 11 a ete con- 
venu, que les Efpagnols ne ferorat 
plus rep u tees Jul aim en France, & 
en confequence S. M. Tres Ch.re* 
tiennc s T cngage a abollr en 3eur fa- 
vour le droit 4 f dk$qirie, en forte 
qu'ils pourront difpofer pur tefla- 
mens, donatifs, on autrefuent, de 
to us knrs biens fans exception, de 
quel que nature qu jIs foyent, qu'ijs 
poiTedent dans fan royaume, &- que 
Teurs KeriucrSj rirjets de 5* fyf. Ca- 
fholique, demeurant tant en France 
qif ailleurs, pourroiu recneilttr tears 
fuccefllonSj me me alintcfiat^ (oh par 
c u x - me m es , fen t par I e u rs pro c u re u rs, 
bu mandatoires (quolqu^ls n'avent 
point obtenu des lettres de naturalite) 
& les transporter hors des 'Stats de 
S. IVt. ties Chretienne, non obftant 
loutes loix, edidU, ilatuts, con turner, 
6a droits, a ce contralrc, auxquels 
S* }A t tres Chretienne dcroge, cry 
tantquc feefbin feroit* S, M» Ca- 
thplupf s'engage, de fon cftte, a 
faire joutr des iu ernes privileges^ & 
de la' iueme numere dans tons les 
etats & pah de fon domination en 
Europe, ton* les Frauds & fujeta de 
S* frj. trqs Chretieririe, par rapport a 
fibre djfpbfition Jl;: t'ens qu'jls pof- 
feat root 4ans toutc 1 Vendue de la 
in oil archie Efpagnolc, de forte que 
les fisjtrs dci deux couronnes feront 
^eneralement traiie (en ce qui re- 
gale cqt article) dans les pais des 
ikux dominations, com me lei pro- 
pre* & nature Is fmets de lapnuTance, 
Saris Jes etat* de JaqfuelTe i!s refide- 
ion£. Tout ce qui ell dit d deifus, 
pit rappqa a .I'afcclitlon da droit 
cPAubnine, Sc a tix aVarttagSs, dont 
Jus jfaaiicois dor/enc jonir dans les 
cuts du joy a ii me d'EfpaVne en, En- 
rope, '& k'r ftfpagnol* en France, eft 
accord* an* fujets du Koi detDcux 
Sidles, qui(eront<Dnipris aux-tne'mts 
conditions Jans cct article, & rect- 
proquenient les fujets dc X. X« M, rVL 
Tres Chrctiennc & Catbtiiique, jc+ui* 
^Ont des memes escmpttons ^cavant.i- 
ges dans les ctats de S, M. Sicilienn* 1 * 
' Aar, XXIV, Xes fyfcu des haute* 

panics 
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fubjecls of die two Crowns, ic ii 
agreed p that the Spaniards fhall no 
longer be confidered ^forehmrs in 
France, and confequentty his Moll 
ChriHian Majefty en&ages to aboliih, 
in their favour, the right of efcheat- 
age, fo that they may difpofe, by 
will, donations, or other wife, of all 
their efre£b, without exception, of 
what nature foever* which tbev pof* 
fefs in his : kingdom t ahd which their 
heirs, j fubje5ls of his Catholic Ma- 
jefty, refidenrin France or elfewhere, 
fhall Have power to receive their in - 
heruance, even where no will is made, 
either hy ebemfelves, their actornic?, 
or particular order* (though they 
may not have obtained letters of na- 
ruraHzatioji) and convey them out of 
his Moft Chrillian Majefty's domi- 
nions, not witli! tandiny all the laws* 
edicb, ilatutes^ cuilom§ k or rights 
to the contrary, winch his Chnftiafi 
Mftjefty hereby annu!s as rar as is ne- 
ceffary* 1-Jis Cathglic Majcily en- 
gages, on his part* to grant the fame 
privileges and in the "fame manner, 
in every part of lus dominions in Eu- 
rope, to 411 the French fubjecls of 
his Moll ChHflian Majefty\ with re- 
fpeft to the free difpofal of the efle£h 
they fhall poJTefs in any part of the 
Span ifh monarchy ; fo that the fub- 
jcVts of the two Crowns fhall be ge- 
nerally treated, (in what regards ifus 
article} fa both dominio:^, as the 
proper and natural fubjecii of the 
power. In whofe territories tjiey re- 
iidc. Every thing above-faid, re- 
ipet c ting the abolition of the right of 
efcheatrige, and the advantages, which 
the French arc to enjoy in the Spa- 
nim dominions in Kurojie, and tk- 
Spaniards in France, Is granted to 
the iubjeds of the King of the Twt* 
Sicifies, who ill alt be comprifed under 
the fome condition in this article; 
and the f\xh]c&* of their Moft Chrif^ 
tiannud Catholic IVbjcilies fhall re- 
ciprocilly enjny t^c fame excinptlcn 
and advantages in the dominions ol 
hU Sicilian Majcfl^ 

AnT. XXl\ T . The fobjeas of th* 
C c c z B^jb 
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parties co*tra£Untes feront traites, high contraeMng parties Audi be treat* 



relativement au commerce, Be aux 
impofitipns^ oans <;hacun des deux 
royaumes en Europe, comme les pro r 
pres fujets du. ras oil ils abarderont 
ou refideront, oV forte que ce pavil- 
ion Efpagnol jbuira en France des 
memes df oits £ prerogatives, que )e 
pavilion Francoja, Sc pareillemeut 
que ce pavilion Francois fera trait$ 
en Efpagne ayee le acme faveur ,que 
le pavilion EfiwgnoK Les fujeta des 
deux monarcniea, en declarant Ieurs 
jnarchandiaes, paveronc leg mpmej 
droits que feront paves par les na? 
tionanx. L'importation & Pcxporta- 
tiou leur . feront cgalement fibres, 
Comme aux fujeti natureli; kilny 
aura de ctfoit Is .payer de part d'un 
it d'autre, que^ceuxqul feront percus^ 
furies propres fujetsau fouverain, ni 
de matteres fujeftes ji confifcatjon, que 
celles qui fej^.prohib^es, aux n*c 
tionaux, eu£ memes; & pour ce qui 
l^gaf^e ces' ^tij^fs,. tout trai&e, con ?1 
ventioni^ou/ engagement anierip un, 
cntre les^deux monarchies refteronj 



ed, with refpetl to commerce and 
dudes, "in each of the two kingdom* 
in Europe, as the proper fobjefts of 
t|ie country in which tney live" or re? 
fort to ; fo that $he Spanilh flag mail 
enjoy in France die fame rights and 
prerogatives as the French &ig ; and. 
in like manner, the French flag fhall 
pe treated in Spain with die fame 
favour as the Spanifh flag.^The fubr 
jefb of die tyo moharaTes, in 'de- , 
daring their merchandi^es r , ftall pay 
the fame duties as fhili^be paid by 
the natives, 'The Wtitetfcn^iia 
exportation ftjatt be ^gpa^rje^b 
them as to the ?faiu|af TuiieW^W- 
ther mall they pay any o6^1$£r 
pian what mail fie riceivea! frotsi the 
natural fubje&s of tfieSo^^gnVftcBjr 
any goods be Jiable to conli&HJoH, 
but fuch as are prohibited 'tq tfte f n$T . 
tives themfelves j and as to vthkt oM- 
cerns thefe objefh, all ' interiortreSi- 
ties, conventions^ or engajjements^ 
between die two mcmarchies, arc 
hereby aboiimeo*. And furtnetyftat 



abolis : bien entendu, que nulle aiitrj no other foreign power 'ftaB enjoy in; 
ftraiagere ne jouira ^ en Spain, any more than hi Fiance;- My 
Efpagne, nba ptus qu'en France, privileges more -advah^g^s'-tiaii 



d'aucun^ privilege' plus avantageux 
que celu; des deux nations; p|i ob- 
iervera les jn£mea regies en France & 
en Ekagne, a regard du pavilion 8c 
des ftjets du'Rpi des Deux Siciles; 
$c S*M* Sicilienne lefera recipioaue- 
ment ooferver 4 Pegard ctu pavilion, 
& des fujets, des coujonnes de franc? 
&,d'Efpagne. ... 

Art. XXV, Si les hautes parties 
contractanpes.font dan? la fuite quel- 
que traite dexommerce avec d'autres 
puiHances, 3c leur accordent, ou leur 
pnt deja accoijde, dans leurs ports ou 
etats.le txaitement de la nation le plus 
favoriilee, ^n previendra les dites 
puiflances, que le traitement des 
Rfpagnols en" France, Sc dans lea 
Deux Siciles,.des Francois en £f- 
pagne, & pareillement dans les Deux 
Sidles, & des Neapolitans Sc Sici- 
liens en France Sc en Efpagne, fur le 
pneme objet, eft excepte a cet egard, 



thofeof the fwo nat|6rts; .'tai^'faiue 
rules fhall be obfervedi^ botfeFr^cc 
and Spain/ widi referf ? tp the' flag 
and fubjefts of the^hgqf' the 'Two 
Sicilies j and his ?¥||ian Mijtffy 
mall reciprocally catife tb be bbferved 
the fame, with refjpeft to the flag and 
fubjecls of the Crowns of Fiance and 
Spam, 

Art. 1KXV. Itititliigi contract- 
ing parties fhalf herekftier cbhclulue a 
treaty of commerce with Other pow- 
ers, and grant them, /or have already 
granted them, in thtof ports;-' of do- 
minions, ' the treatment granted to 
. the molf favpuritp nation, notic'elhalt 
be given to the ^Id'pdwers/tTiat-the 
treatment of Spaniatd^ in*; France; and 
in the Two Sicitiesi Of Preri^hmea 
in Spain, and in like manner in the 
Two Sicilies, and of Neapolitans 
and Sicilians in France and Spain, 
upon the fame footing, is excepted, 
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£ he doit point tee cite", ni fervir in that refpefc, and ought not to be 



4'exempIe/L. L. M. M. u£s Chra- 
jienne, Catholiqije, Sc Sidlienne, ne 
foulant faire participier aucune autre 
nation aux privileges, dont elles ju- 
gent eonyenabie de faire jouir reci- 
proqucmenjt leurs fejets refpe&ifs. 

Art. ;XXyi» Les haufes parties 
contraftahte$ fe confront reciproqiie- 
ment, toutes les alliances, qu'elles 
pourront former dans la fuite, & les 
negociations qu'elles pouvront fuivre,' 
fur tout lorfqu'elles auront quelque 
rapport avec leuri interests communs : 
& en confequence J*. L. M, M. Tres 
Chrerienne, Catholique, & Sxcjlienne, 
©tdonneroni a tousles Miniftres re- 
fpettifs, qu'elles entretiennent dans 
les autres cours de 1'Europe de vivre 
entr'eux dans 1'intelligence la plus 
parfaite, avec la plus entiere cofi- 
nance, ^fin que toutes les demarches 
fakes au nam de quefq'une des trois 
couronnes, tendent a Jeur gloire, & 
£ leurs avantages communs, Sr foyent 
jin gage . conftant Je Pintimite, que 
leurs dices majeftes veulent etajjlir $ 
perpetuer entireties. 
f Art. XXVII. L'objet delist d£ 
la prefeajice dans les aftes, fonc^oris, 
U ceremonies publiques, eft fouvent 
un oiftade a la bonne harmonie, & 
4 rintime confiance, <ju'il convieht.' 
d'entjetenir entre les Miniftres refpec- 
pfs.de France & d'Efpagne^ parcequp 
ces fortes de difcuffions, quelque 
tour^ure qu'on prenne pour, les faire 
cefTer, indVpofent les efprits. Ellfs 
etoicnt naturelles quand les d*ux, cou- 
ronnes appartenoienta des princes de 
deux di&i^ntes mauons , mais a£tu- 
ellement, & pour tout le terns, pen- 
dant leque lie la ?rbv;d en ce a deter- 
mine de maintenirfttrlesdeux trine* 
ties Souverains .de Ja m£me maifoh, , 
fl n'eft pas, conyenable qu'il fubfiftj 
entre eux , pne Ofcafipn continuejle 
d'altercatioxi Si de roecontentement ; 
L. L. M[., M. tres Chretienne v & 
Catholique font convenues, en confe- 
rence, de faire entierement cefTer 
cet*c pccafion, en fixant pour regie 
r * f " ,M •• < — - jnvariabl^ 



quoted, or ferve as an example, their 
Moft Chrktian, Catholic, and Sid* 
lian Majefties, being; unwilling that 
any Other nation ihotrid partake of* 
thoie privileges, which they judged 
convenient For the reciprocal enjoy* 
ment of their refpe&ivfc ftbje&s. 

Art. XXVI. The4dgh contraft- 
ing parties will reciprocally confide 
in all the alliances which they (hall 
hereafter form, ami the negotiations 
they mall engage in, especially fuch 
as fhall have any influence on their 
common iftterefts ; and, confequently, 
their Moft ChrilHan, Catholic, and 
Sicilian Majefties, will order alf their 
refteftive Miniflert, tMt they en- 
deavour, in the other Courts of Eu- 
rope, to maintain among themfelm 
the moft perfect harmony and entire 
confidence, that every ftep taken in 
the name of either of the three 
Crowns, may tend to -their glory and 
common advantages, and lie a con- 
ftarrt pledge of the intimacy which 
their faid Majeftiei Would fox ever 
eftabfiih among them; 

Art, XXVH. Tljeaelicite objed 
of 'precedence in public a£U;«m- 
pfoymenti, and ceremonies,- is often 
an obftacle to good harmony and the 
intimate confidence which ought to 
be fttpported between the refpeftive 
Miuifters of France arid Spiin, be- 
caufc fuch contentions, whatever me- 
thod may be taken to ftop them, in* 
difpofe the mind. Thefe natufally 
arofe when the two Crowns belonged 
to Princes of two different Houies ; 
; but now, (and at 'all times hereafter) 
; and as long as Providence has deter- 
mined to maintain on the two t&roaes 
Sovereigns of the fame Houfe, it is 
not agreeable, that there fhould fub- 
fift' between them a continual occafion 
for altercation and *difcontent, ^heir 
Moft Chriftran and Catholic Majef- 
ties havf therefore agreed, entirdy 
to remove that occafion, in determin- 
ing, as an invariable rule to their 
Mmilicrs, inveftgfl with the fame cha- 
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ifetariabk a lews* Miniftres, revetus 
da tn^mc caraderc, dans les cours 
ctrangeres, que dan* tea cours de fa- 
mille, comme font prefentemen* 
colles do Naples & de P«rme, lea Mi- 
nitlr-e* du Monarqoe <£ef de la, mai- 
ibn, auront : toujours U prefeance 
dans id a&e, function, ou ceremonie 
qtfe *e foit, laquelle. prefeance fera 
regardee comme une fuite de Pavan- 
tage de la naii&nce; & que dans 
tputes les autres cours, le "Miniftre 
((bit de France* foit d'Efpagne) qui 
fera arrive le dernier, ou dont la re- 
fldence fera plus recente, cedera au 
Miaiftre de 1'autre couronne, & de 
iceme chara&ere, qui fera arrive le 
premier, oa dont la residence iera 
plus ancienne, de facon qu'il y aura 
deibrmais a cet egard une alternative 
conitant & fraternelte,- i laquelle au- 
cune autre puiflance redevra, ni ne 
pourra etre admifes attendu que cet 
arrangement, quijeli uniqu^ment unc 
foite du prefent Pa£te de FamiiJe, cef- 
feroit fi des Princes de la meme mai- 
ftm ji'cccupoieat plus les txones des 
deux monarchies, & qu'aj.ors cheque 
eouronne rentreroit dans fes droits, ou 
pfreteofttJBs alaprtftance. II a ete 
conyenu auffi, que, fi par quelque 
cas fortuit, les Miniftres des deu< 
couronnes arrivoient precifement eh 
mime terns dans une cour, autre que 
telle de famille, le Miniiire du Son- 
veraiachef de lamaifon, precedera a 
ce titre le Miniftre da Souverain, can 
det de la meme maifon. 

A*t. XXVIJI. Leprefent traite, 
CU Pa&e de Famille, fera ratine, Sc 
Jes ratifications en feront echangees 
«lans le terns d'un mois, ou plutot fl 
faire fe peut, a compter du jour de 
la fmgn&xure du dit traite. 
,'. En.ibide quoi, nous Miniftres 
Ptemp. de.S. M. Tres CJbrerienne, 
ic de S- M. Ca&olique, fouiligne^ 
en- verxu des Picinpouvoirs q«i font 
tranferirs lifenUectent & fkklement 
au basde ce preitnt traite, nous Fa- 
vons iigne, *&; avems oppoft ies cha- 
chets de nos armes* 
^.Faica.Paris, le- L£ Ao&t, 1761.. . 
Signc, Ls Duo DE Choisiul. 



racier, in foreign Courts, as arejl a* 
in thofe of the family, (for fu<& now 
certainly are thofe' of NagTes anct 
farroa) that tne Minium of die; 
chief Monarch of the ' #0u£ maHaL 
ways have the precedence' in ievery 
aft, employment, or ceremony what- 
everi which precedence mall be re- 
garded as ^he confequence of the ad- 
vantage of birth; ancV that, in all 
■ other Courts, the Minifter (whether 
of France -or Spain) who fhall lal 
arrive, or whole refidence fhall be 
Aiore recent, fhall gye place to the 
MiniHer of the other Orown,' and of 
the fame character, who fhall have 
arrived hrfi, or whofe residence frail 
Rave been prior, fo that hencejfprth, 
in that refpeft, there wjft be a certain^ 
sjnd brotherly alternative, to which 
no other power can be Ai^jeft, nof 
fhall be admitted, feeing that this ar- 
rangement, which is equally a con- 
fluence of the prefent Family Qom- 
frnfit would ceafe, if the Princes of 
the fame Houfe no longer filled the 
thrones of the two monarchies, and ' 
that then each Crown would refume 
its rights or pretenfions to precedence. 
Ic is agreed alfo, that; if by'accident 
the Miniiiers of the two Crowna 
fhould arrive precifely at the fame 
time in any other Courfthan that of 
tjhe family, the Minlft'er of the So- 
vereign Chief of the Houfe fhall 
take place of the Minifter of the So- 
vereign who is a junior of the fame' 
Houfij, 

/Art. XXVIII. Theprefenttreaty^ 
or Family Compact, ihall be ratified, 
and the ratification exchanged, within 
the fpace of one month, or fooncr if 
may be, to be reckoned from the dav; 
of the figning of the faid treaty. 

In witnefs whereof, we, die under- 
fgnecf MiniR.ers Plenipoteritiiry fo 
their Moft CliriRian and Catholic 
Majeities, by, virtue q£ thpfe full 
powers, which are literally and faith- 
fully transcribed -at . the borom of 
this treaty, have hereunto fixecl ohr' 
hands and feals. 

Given at Paris, Auguft 15, tj5i B 
Signed, TheDukj dz Choiseul. 

. GdcP * x 
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London^ Oliober i, 1778; 



THE Gentlemen trading to the East-Ikdies, West-Iwdim, 
and other Parts of the World, who intend taking, pr fending, 
any mm Books or Pamphlets this Seafon, are hereby refpedfuHy 
informed, that The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER for laft 
$£$P9ft will be corop'eated on the Firft of November, 1778, in three- 
Volumes^ half bound and lettered, Price i8s> 6d» and complete Sets, 
hi ten Volumes, half bound, 3I. 12s* This Work contains a faithful 
Acceuutof all the Proceedings of the prefent Parliament, during the 
Yean? 1775, 1776, 1777, and 1778; the authentic Speeches of the 

Friacipa) Speakers ; Copies of all Letters, Treaties, Memorials, and 
apers of every public Nature, laid before both Houfesj the Evidence 
•f ait Fmrfefw examined, the Protefts, &c. &c. The prefent State of 
JnibliC Affairs having caufed the Proceedings of the British Par- 
liament to be more particularly noticed than formerly, this Work 
cannot Fail being very acceptable to all Peribns who defire to reeeive 
true Information, or wifh to communicate it to their Friends. The 
Work is ftri&ly impartial, the Debates and Arguments of both Sides 
*K fully and fairly ftated, nor is any Observation at any Time 
obtruded* 

The REMEMBRANCER, or Impartial Repofitory of Public 
JhrentSy is another Publication not lefs interefting ; and it is prefumed, 
WiB be found equally ufeful and agreeable to all Perfons abroad. 
The Defign of this work is to preferve the authentic Accounts of all 
Public Events of the prefent- Times. The American War gave 
Rife to it. Every authentic Paper, relative to that War, whether 
published in England or America, by the British Miniftry, or 
the American Congrefs, are all carefully preferved in it. This War 
having engaged the Attention of almoft every foreign Nation, cannot 
have efcaped the nicer and more difcerning Eye of the British Iflands 
and Settlements near to, or however dtftant from, the Seat of War j 
who muft feel an Intereft in whatever is judged of the greateft Im- 
portance at Home, and therefore muft wifh to indulge a Curiofity of 
knowing authentically the Circumftances of this War, the feveral 
Letters, Papers, &c. containing the Sentiments of both Parties j as 
well as the feveral Accounts publifhed from Time to Time in the? 
London and American Gazettes. This Work began with the 
War, and has, been regularly continued in Monthly Numbers, Price is. 
each. The firft forty-one Numbers, containing the Years 1775, 1776, 
j 777, and 1778, make (even Volumes, and may be had half-bound 
and lettered, Price 2I. 4s, 6d. Any Number of either Parliamen- 
tary Register, or Remembrancer, may be had feparately. 

Printed and fcld by J* AtftioN, Oppofite Burlingtofl-Houfe, in 
Piccadilly* 
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